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GOING TO SCHOOL is no fun.
Specially when vou're the lowest of the
low: a school-student. From 5 to 16
you've got no say in the matter: you
have t0o go - a prison sentence for 11
years. To those outside, it's hard to
describe the reality of being an inmate.
Like prisoners we have no control over
our own lives. Every weekday, day in -
day out, for weeks, months and years
on end, it's a slog. The same old rout-
ine over and over and over again. What
we do, what we say, where we go, how
we dress, when we eai, when to move,
when to stay still, when to talk, when to
stay silent is decided by others. Democ-
racy Never heard of it - what's that?
It's no joke. It's time our oppression,
our only too real oppression was recog-
nised. There is no way words can acc-
urately describe our emotions; power -
lessness, helplessness, anger, resent-
ment, hate, bitterness, rage, loathing,
fear, boredom, monotony ... all are
only clues.

Our pain is bestowed upon us by what
is laughingly called an "education syst-
em" whose workings are shrouded beh-
ind verbiage and mysticism, but is rea-
Ily crystal clear. Iis structure forms
the classic pyramid. It is, however, a
pyramid within an even larger pyramid.

At the very top of this larger pyramid
is the Puppet Master; the banks, the
multinational corporations, and the men
tn the City who walk around in dark suits
with £ signs in their eyes. These are
the Capitalists; the men who hold and
pull the strings that directly or indirect-
ly confrol the movements of all under -
neath.

Take one step down and you get to
the State: whether the Government of
the day be Lab, Lib, Con or Nat. Front,
is immaterial. Governments are intent
on one thing - keeping Capitalism in
power. There is NO government which
is ANTI-capitalist. Lessen it, curb it,
restrict it, change it - yes, maybe.
But for fucksake don't let Them (ie us)
abolish it! To keep Capitalism in
power many ''‘arms'" of the State exist
to protect it, and ensure its continuance.

These include the Armed Forces, "Law"

Police, Prisons, Organized Religion,
and also of course the "Education Syst-
em."

So one rung down, and you have the
State's "education' arm; the Department

of Education and Science or DES as he's
sometimes known. (DES is the tip of
the education system pyramid). He
does things like set up Special Working
Parties with the Home Office to invest-
igate the current dramatic increase of
deliberate fires at schools, and general-
ly sees that Government policy on educ-
ation is carried out by the next lower
order: Local Education Authorities.

Local Education Authorities (LEAS)
have control over what happens (broadly
speaking) in and to - all the schools in
their area. Thus ILEA, the Inner Lon-
don Education Authority, has said to all
the primary schools in its area "no
caning", whereas in other areas where
LEAs have made no such rule, caning

On Friday October 8th about 150
people marched through London on a
torchlight demonstration in solidarity
with Noel and Marie Murray.

Those marching included several
of Noel's relatives, comrades from
Glasgow, Leicester and Warwick plus
groups and individuals from London.

A piper played at the head of the march
from Speakers' Corner to Kilburn,
where a street meeting was held. Sev-
eral speakers stressed the need for
more support to make the Defence
campaign effective. On Saturday 9th
pickets took place in Leicester and
Birmingham as well as London.

carries on mercilessly. They control
the money that comes from DES and

central Government. and decide how
and what to spend it on.

The actual school itself is the next
step down and is governed theoretically
by a Board of Governors (BOG) who are
ususally composed of just a handful of
people; local politicians, and predomin-
antly wealthy upright and responsible
citizens who appoint the Headmaster
and give an indication as to how they
would like to see the school run and what
is taught. They are rarely if ever act-
ually seen at school and prefer to keep
at a distance from its usually harsh
reality.

Next, the Headmaster; the figure head»

The next activity planned for London
is a 24 hour picket of the Irish Emba-
ssy on October 21st.

Abroad activities also took place in
Sweden, France and Japan on the 8th.
The German Murray Defence Group
have sent a petition calling for the
immediate release of Noel & Marie
to the President of the Supreme Court.
Over 15, 000 names were collected,
including notables such as Jean Paul
Sartre and Heinrich Boll. In Italy de-
monstrations have been taking place
in various parts of the country, and
a 'day of solidarity' has been called
for on the 23rd of October.
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of the school - universally known as er education/ruling classdom.
The Dictator, Flihrer, Hitler, The Beak,
Head Teeth, Scarface, Baldy etc. etc -

an authoritarian, patronising, publicity-

you have is nil. Where what you learn
is geared only to the economic needs of
capitalism, and personal interest can
go to the wall. Alright, so it's not so

As perhaps you can see, I don't like .
school, I don't like what it's doing to me
And now as if the seeth-

seeking, image-conscious man (very
occasionally, woman) too busy compet-
ing for attention with other Heads, that

little, if any administration of the school

is done by him.

/

e

Instead, it is done by his junior; a
Deputy Head who is usually responsible
for making out the years timetable of
lessons, making sure that the Heads
rules and regulations are obeyed, sign-
ing reports and generally being press-
urised by the Head to see that things
are kept as He wants to see them. His
main ambition is to do less work and
become a Head himself.

Next, Heads of Departments, i.e.
Head of Maths, Head of English etc.,
whose job it is to see that '"'standards
are maintained’, that there are high
passes in CSE, O and A Levels.
ured by the Head and Deputy to see that
Teachers under him conform/fall into
line/do not relate to pupils as people.

Right near the bottom of this pile are
the Teachers who are told to "control"
the class, keep it in "order', see that
they are "respected as elders and bett-
ers' by those above them at school, and
often pressured at home by their wives/
husbands to conform, be up-graded,

~ earn more, gain higher status, and

"erawl up the ladder. "

Then there is us. We are the ''pupilsy’

their charges, the names on a register,
the blobs on a duplicated sheet. We
are the people who are never asked, the

people who just receive orders, instruct=

ions, work. We are the people who are
shifted about like grains of sand on a
busy beach. We are the trampled upon.
We call the pyramid as a whole "'capit-
alist society. "

And why are we here? Why has Capit-
alism, the Puppet Master at the top
seen it necessary to set up this involv-
ed pyramid School exists to serve
Society, in order to carry on, needs a
work force. Tomorrow we are that
work force. From as early an age as
possible we are trained to fit into the
world of work. We are indoctrinated
with the work ethic. In addition to sub-
ject teaching, school is an enforcer of
a hidden curriculum. What w e are
ostensibly here for is Maths, English,
History, Geography, etc. What we are
really here for is the destruction of our
deviancy, our spontaneity, our honesty,
our '"'childishness', and the implantat-
ion of competition, efficiency, sexism,
ageism, punctuality, submission to

authority, racism, etc., all the qualities

that tie in with business and industry
and are useful tools for Capitalism's
continuance. This hidden curriculum is

almost more important than the subjects

we do which lead to exams, which lead
to "O" Levels (or lack of them), which
lead to employment (or lack of it)/high-

Press-

and my mates.
ing mass of millions at the bottom of
that pyramid didn't even exist, there:
are plans afoot to do even more to us.
The realisation that it's us who're sup -
porting the weight, and that there are
some of us dedicated to upset the bal-
ance a little, cannot have dawned on the

author of a confidential report sent from

DES to the Prime Minister. The re-
port* is:
"A plan to introduce a basic national curricu-

lum for Britain's secondary schools., "

Fuckmesideways was my immediate re-
action. Maybe I'm naive, but in my
wildest dreams I never dreamt of mea-
sures so drastic, so sweeping, so pot-
entially devastating as these, and with
absolutely NO consideration for US;
those who it would affect most and with
such force. If Callaghan suddenly de-
cided that Britain was really an agri-
cultural counfry, and that workers on
all major industries should go over to
crop production and animal husbandry,
and this would then be backed up by
laws of various kind; would it not per -
haps be underestimating the reaction to
say that there would probably be a wide
spread feeling of discontent ? There
would be a bloody revolution !

But because we aren't really people
to these men, they can be so confident
about plans of this nature that they
don't really have to worry about such
things as 'opinions'. After all, we'd
be too young for such things. Too
young to understand. Not mature en-
ough to make decisions. Such arrog-
ance. How much more angry it makes
me. How much moreit confirms be -
liefs and theories. How much more
dedicated it makes me to resist and
fight capitalism, the state, the present
education system, and ageism—just
one of its more despicable traits. This
63-page report is

" a severe indictiment of the failure of sec-
ondary schools to produce enough scientists
and engineers..."

and the memorandum calls for

"__.drastic measures to change the attitude of
children entering schools...”

School students have little power, and
the general trend for opting to do art
subjects rather than science subjects
is just about the only sort of power
over the economy we have. Even so,
this was not an organized campaign, it
is something school students have done
without prompting. The ability to
choose between doing physics, maths,
and chemistry as opposed to English,
art and history is a false idea of what
choice is really about. Given the pre-
sent circumstances however, it's not
something that we'd like to see taken
away and replaced by a universal and

enforced curriculum where the choice

diff.erent from that already, but this is
taking things fo extremes, thisis a

.consolidation and exaggeration and the

logical extension of 211 schools eventu-
ally being State run. Can the National
Union of School Students and others who
advocate, quite rightly, the "...phasing
out of all grammar schools, public
schools, direct grant, and secondary

“modern schools. .. " have imagined that

their policy of working towards "a co-
educational comprehensive system of
education..." (i.e. state schools)
might lead also to the inclusion in these
schools of a centrally decided 'national
curriculum" for all school students ?
Nightmares !

The whole tone of the report, as far
as I can gather, is heavily influenced by
the Rhodes Boyson/Black Paper/
William Tyndale Knockers Brigade with

(4
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mention of schools becoming ''too easy
going and demanding too little work"
and warnings

", ..that less able teachers are not able to
cope with modern teaching methods and that
there may be a need to correct the balance
and return to more formal methods, "

The argument about returning to tradi-
tional methods of teaching and "'correct-
ing the balance" is grossly unfair, var-
ticularly in regard to secondary
schools. There can be barely a handful
of schools whose teaching methods may
be said to be "progressive'. There
may be more "liberal' schools about
than there were, but certainly they are
no great new radical departure. Their
methods of teaching are certainly not
one million miles away from "more
formal methods''.

Apart from the tone, the main theme
of the report seems to be to relegate
the position of school-students still
further (is it possible ? !). To make us
subservient to the National Interest.

A Healthy Economy before a healthy
people. The report complains about
school -students who choose subjects
they may have an inkling of interest in,
rather than subjects that would later be
of benefit to the economy, i.e. com-
plaints of "unbalanced or not particu-
larly profitable curricula" choices;
pupils opting in numbers "insufficient
for the country's needs for scientific
and technological subjects" ; and

“_ . .schools may have over-emphasised the
importance of preparing boys and girls for their
roles in society compared with the need to
orepare them for their economic role.”

What if we say we think your economic
role stinks! ‘

The theory of the report rests on the
idea of a "core curriculum" in all
secondary schools at the heart of
which, according to the reporter,
would be "a return to the study of math-»
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ematics and science"”. Maths and
Science are already studied at school,
however. It's just that not enough of
us want to do them. Realistically,

how do the authors think they are going
to reverse this process ? Persuasion?

There is a man about, who after hav-
ing spent some time ‘'inside’, said, .
What if that doesn't work Let's not
kid ourselves; these proposals mean
force, even if they do hide behind the
respectability of Law.

In rejecting and fighting the implem-
entation of this proposal it would be
easy to end up defending the status quo.
Arguments like "It would be one step
towards Soviet type state-capitalism
where the role of education is complete-
ly geared to the needs of the economy
and the state...at least here, although
minimal, there is a degree of freedom
... ' are in the end counter -productive,
because not only are we against the
ideas put forward in the report, but as
I have tried to indicate at the beginning
of this article, we are dead against
things as they ape NOW. We need to
fight the systenf now as well as fighting
any plans which would make our situa-
tion worse in future.

"Mt's the goodwill of the inmates that
keeps the prison together. Withdraw
that support and the place collapses. "

We want Revolution

We want the Smashing of the State

We want an End to "Communism"

We want a Society without Authority
We want a Society without Oppression
We want the End of Elites & Hierarch-

We want Freedom 1es
We want Cooperation & Solidarity
We want Self-Management & Autono-
mous Struggles
We want an Ecologically Sound Envir -
onment
We want an End to Chauvinism,
Racism & Ageism
We want the Power to Decide our own
Destiny
We want Control over our own Lives
We want Revolution

AND WE WANT IT

NOW ' O

"All quotes and reference to the Report are
taken from The Guardian 13,10.76,

Belfast Meetings

The Anarchist Workers' Solidarity
Group in Belfast report that meetings
to highlight the plight of Noel and Marie
Murray have been organised by the
Murray Defence Committee in many
parts of Belfast. According to the group
the meetings have had the support of
People’s Democracy, the Red Republic-
an Party, the Irish Republican Socialist
Party and the Provisional wing of Sinn
Fein, and many others including several
Catholic priests. They also mention
that the Communist Party and Official
Sinn Fein and the Socialist Yorkers
Movement (IS) as well as the Northern
Ireland Civil Rights Association have
not supported the meetings.

The six meetings held in Belfast,
some of them in conjunction with the
relativgs' action committee, were said

to have been successful with an increas-
ing number of people becoming aware
of the Murray case.

The solidarity group believes that
more pressure must be put on the trade
unions in this country, and asks for
people to help them with posters, leaf-
lets and newsheets. Comrades would
also be welcome to participate in the
Belfast campaign. The group can be
contact ed through: William McDermott,
223 Spamount Street, Belfast 15[]

SRAF

The first general Social-Revolutionary
Anarchist Federation (SRAF) meeting
in recent years was held in September
at the University of Illinois. Held to
"plan the tactics and strategy of achiev-
ing a free society' the meeting was
attended by 75 people from various parts
of Canada and the USA. Sam Dolgoff,
author of The Anarchist Collectives
gave a seminar on Bakunin. He welcom-
ed the SRAF meeting as a "'great achieve
ment" but warned against it being "'side-
tracked by any kind of esoteric cults or
any kind of crap!" A meeting was call-
ed for late July or August next year in
Milwaukee [

Blood On The
Grapes
e

The
United Farmworkers
Struggle

In this country the size of farms are
increasing at an alarming rate. But this
process has reached the stage in Kern
County in California, where one farm is
larger than the whole state of Rhode
Island. As Alan Albon has often pointed
out in these columns, we no longer farm
the land, it has become agri-business.
For instance, where there were 136,000
farms in California in 1930, now there
are about 73,000.

These facts were given by Jane Fonda
before the showing of the United Farm
Workers film, 'Fighting for our lives' at
the Other Cinema in London. The farms
no longer belong to individuals but to
the 'corporations'. It is the household
names of American industry and comm-
erce who now own, and control, and su-
pply so much of the food for the Ameri-
can people. Corporations like Lockheed,
Dow Chemical and the Bank of America
- the same corporations who were so
much involved with the war in Vietnam
now bring, as Jane Fonda explained, us
our Christmas dinner.

"And these big agri-businesses are
vertically integrated. They've got con-
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trol of fertiliser firms and supermarkets.

The name of their game is profit. And
look at what they are doing to the food in
the process. Do you know, they are
doing research to create square, thick-
skinned tomatoes which will keep better
and pack easier. Never mind what they
taste like!"

They make these vast profits because
they are able to use unorganised, badly
paid, migratory labour. They are wor-
ked long hours and are paid for what is
picked. Men, women and children pick-
ing grapes, peaches, lettuces, strawb-
erries for both the American and Euro-
pean markets. Little has changed since
John Steinbeck wrote the Grapes of Wra-
th in 1939. Families live in labour cam-
ps without proper sanitary arrangements,
they still have to exist on below the min-
imum poverty limit officially recognised
by the government and they are still
subject to the violence from the forces
of law and order, the owners and the
'scabs'. But they also suffer from the
technology of the present age in that 4
out of 5 have contracted some form of
pesticide poisoning. The 800,000 child-
ren who also work have to suffer these
nineteenth century conditions alongside
their parents.

In the sixties a five-year struggle to
organise the Californian farmworkers
and to sign contracts with the owners
began. The union, the United Farmwor -
kers Union, was led by Ceasar Chavey
and after a long series of strikes and a
huge campaign of boycotts they succee-
ded in 1970. But when these 3 year con-
tracts ended the owners refused to re-
new them or even negotiate with the UFW

Instead they signed up with the Teamsters

Union who have over 2million members
mainly employed in road haulage. This
notorious gangster outfit was used to
break the UFW. The strikes once again
brought arrests ( over 3000 ), violence
( 300 seriously injured ) and 2 deaths.

With the teamsters and other 'scabs'
picking the grapes, the UFW have called
for a boycott in this country of Californ-
ian grapes. 'Its the red grapes, the
ones with blood on them'. These grapes
will be on sale soon in this country. '’
They will be in your grocers stores and
especially in the supermarkets. One of
these, Safeways, have direct financial
links with agri-business, and so pickets
will be mounted outside these and other
super markets who stock these grapes.:

With a very successful boycott in the
United Dtates, the owners are relying
on the European market. So it is impor-
tant that the boycott is a success here.
Success is important to gain protection
against the giant financial interests and
the reactionary laws which curtail pick-
eting and organisation. A victory could
mean that these farmworkers and their
families will at last receive a living
wage and a decent place to live. Basic-
ally it is a reformist struggle with a re-
formist set of demands, but when people
have to suffer the conditions that exist
in agri-business they need all the supp-
ort they can get. Boycott the grapes
and the Safeway supermarkets!

The UFW can be contacted at¢
110A Brooke Road, London N. 16
Tel: 01 - 806 56770 .y,










































