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Ttom; (T). Minutes of last conferencs (rofer to last TIB).
- (a)secretary's report. &
b)branch reports.
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ITEM 1l:Secretary's report..- *) DAM still unable to afford advert in
Cianfuegos Press. Last knpwn pr*ce was £15/ pags yeixe manths. ag0 e .
- . (11) Birmingham Teaflet ‘on 'sexidm-stillito be,written.- . . T
‘ (i*i) Pinance = Currently DAM have £51.56 and approx £7.00 netty cashiy ™
. (iv} Membership - 86 currently. 2 new brsanches’ at Ashton (Ta ameside) ..
LR and Rochdale, who have formes a‘Redundency:iiction Campalgh comprwswn
; anProx - 6 -nmembers . New, indwviﬁuql members in Lancs Accr*npton, Clitheroe
(v) International - DAM secretary sent article to Sam Dolgoff for u.. .
publication (New YVork)¢ 'Martin Everett (C ambs ) has coptacted.Polish '
Solidarity Union and has addresses of Tolish Anerchists. CNT speaker '
tour to be. arranged (Robhdale)
(vi) DAM related publications - South ILondon branch has members in Lambath
‘ eth Local Government, and they pro@uce 1South London Stress™ papera ‘
(vii) Members! Handbook =~ in process of being produced, although- .= .
Secretary's involvement in 1nformﬁng/supporting other DAM groups has
slowed progress. Should be out shortly. Local groups should send in
membership sheets and contact telephone numbBers Ammediatly o 5
Questions arising from secretary's report: iR |
(1) DAM membership turnover - mqwnly in Cardiff South Wales. Manchester
vﬁrtually unchangeds - { Finil Wi N
(11) Problem of esthlﬁshwn@ whether members stﬁll qctive.‘ A T e
(111) Contact with DAM - FREEDOprress/'Droxwmﬂty to“loeal‘groups.e: .
Posters = Manchester. But 'still mostly word of mouth. Paper should
ostablish more direct means of. contact wwth 1nteresteﬂ persons.
Need for SDec*flc contact addresses.-vpg | SLEb i
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- Heving difficulty in enquiries to obtain an office. llelp to Ashton
branch., Flyposting for speakers coming to group. Also planning public meetings, but

DIRECT ACTICL. paper. is madn, concern.qﬂao sent members to Dublin conference, and has

ww L S

leafleted at’ demonstrutluﬁETmﬁbéo 8, %1v1f§“1s worknorlenteted - one member has been

/ . q 5, f "\ ,w‘

felected sh0p~steward ‘at the® qyal Infirmary and Trades"Gounc115~ smother menber is

shop=-steward at TIG (printing). Another" member is branch chairperson of NATFL
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2/ Li3Dy = lembérship doubled. Problen of poor comunlcwtlon'u1th otudent “embers at
university (9 here). Leuflets about ociél {ecux;c;‘zcts/ Peace larcl //HQﬂdersfleld
unemployment march - lasc leaflet d&stflbuted at Leeds JOb centre. utféthlbecenber

Peace larch at least 35 uﬂ&fChlSC“ 1oent1fleo, w1th about 60 ra11V1ng behlnd banner

- made contact with Kieghley inarchist Group&non-Dﬂ’) = vigit to- them msl'ortl,,r. .

Mailure of Irish ILi=Block videos~ only 12 attended ofter 1nter-group cdntbversy.
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SULPOL Lii uohPIuLD - (secretary) speakér to local Conservative Club on iiaT0
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6/ BUH[LJY - De th of ‘one member recently. Work malnlg'wlth burnley nﬂar0h18+ broup,
but uCthlt‘/ l a,t a verv Low level at pre.aent. Producc,d 1eJlet ubout’BI‘ltlSh '

?

Lovement in' HL LunCS, and tuere ha° beea 1nwolverent, ;th thc ”Qrtﬂ»uﬁot (¢)

.....

demo in Burnley on 28th ﬂaICh.

[ ”U]L- Hull Lloertarlan Collectlve has reformed comprised mostly . of studeﬁtér
Since theret is llttle spe01f10 DAM act1v1ty in Hull at the:moment Dam membersiane ol
méstly active in HLC, The group is pushing the'Students‘Unlon to open: its doors and
facilities' (sports hall and bars) to-outsiders, especially the unemployeds This has
involved flyposting and slogan-painting of 'the palace'. Tt 16 intended t¢ push
for an open the doors policy to be adepted by the next ‘Union meetings. Several can-
didates were stood in the presidential elections (urging people not to vote),
producing an Anarchist manifesto and many suitably irritating leaflets for the
hacks. Some members (one in DAM) are sussing out the local Unemployed Workers Union.
The group has leafleted demos in Hull and Glasgow with joint .C/DAMleaflets. Some
successful paper selling of 'Xtra'and 'Direct Action'. We intend to leaflet dole
official in the future. We are also going to get a video from the Belfast Anarchist
Collective, which will provide our first public meeting. We are producing this 1B.

8/ ROCHDALE- Formed Oct 80. Five members at present, most of whom are in engineering.
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Rochdale branch repot contd. o HILFAALAQD O HELL0GE SRS ol
Hold informal meetings. Held a debate on problems of redundancy with ~and
a social democrat shop steward (who preferred an independant chairman ‘&nd wrongly
believed DAM to be Trotskyist). . ‘presented Labour Party/T.U. view. .
. The-debate proceeded amicably, and a non-=DAM convenor proposed setting up a redunde
ancy action committee, Gardeners convenor ! £5 ‘was arranged to speak on
“the U4tH Feb'td Rochdale DAM 4% dgllaboration withiManchester DAM, However

was unable to attend,'whicb:was;uniortunata;as,over‘ﬁOUperle had turned ups,

¥ >

| did come to a later meetingvafjtheien'“of*February; but attendance was not
as great ag befores There was-alac g discussion of: the situation at McNaught's |
with: a. delagation:from hererregentg;...,ﬁlnwbecembex‘80,atuthe annual wage negot-
iations, it was agreed that“no'WEgé”TiSé*wddf&“béWﬁhéheéjhand in return the menage
-ment would cdftaii'any'f&rther~redundan@iesJWOrker3~wefeﬁon?arQ*day'week_at this
time. The agreement would be reviewed by management in April, However, three weeks
ago, 8 workers were instantly made redundant without any forewarning, paid in lieu,
Due to~ this brieak of agreement by management, the pogsibility. of asit-in was. dis=

. cussedq - was contacted, a mass meeting was held , and it was decided .that
a8 a result of the managements action a substantial wage claim should be pursued,

and as yet unspecified industrial aétion taken to fight these redundancies.
HoweVer the conwenor at McNaught'!s appears worrled at being put at
the head of 1list for possible future redundancies, as happened &t
Bridge's pecently. This may hinder a militant approach. The Redundan
-cy Action Committeo .(including DAM members) printed a statement des=
cribing the situation and proposals for action. Police harassment |

"8/ BIRMINGHAM= Have had difficulty in gettingﬂa"sﬁitableVénue for

”

public meetings. Group meetings are the only current activity. As yet
lack facilities to produce a leaflet on sexlsn. Membership currently
four. . B

Ttem Tc/ COMMISSIONS~(Tublications Committee not in attendance at “
this conférencej. . , -y |

Ttom 2/ TRELANDs + ~orit AA
Refer mainly to last IB | R | | |

(1) Conference agreed TO oxchange -IB's /Papers with Belfast/Dublin
groups, and where possible, invite Irish observers to DAM conferences
and also to send dolegates to Iroland when appropriate to do so. :
(1ii) 'DIRECT ACTTON! should' print regular Irish views and newsSe Due
to the'varyingaOpinimns-averﬂIrelapduwithin“DAM,itself, the only agre
~ement we roached was to consider articles within a class stiruggle
context e | s asnol g el eodece S IR

(111) Attention was:drawn to tho problem of unemployment and it's
effects of prormoting rocruitment to the army amongst young people who

cannot find jobs in their localitiess v

2
B

. Ttem. 4/ IMEERNAL BULLEIIN= .,
(1) It was agreed That the responsibility for producing the hoxt IB,
and subject to review, subsequent. issues if trial period proves.succ=
esgful, should be mandated to Hull. ’ e
(11) IB to appear monthly as from next 1lssuc..

PIEAST ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE -FOR. IB TO- ST, HULL. (ta)

v

Item 5/ POLICY COMMITTEE~- |
(1) riprst policy commitEm to be based at 'Rochdale to formulate pol-
cies on unemploymenta. 5 - t '

(11) Mode of operation- Intend to contact factory conveunows and in=-
vite Them and O her sympathetic people TO a'meeting,;which_could be
organiséd as a debate. Invite social democrats etc as well as syndica
-1ist supporterse. . :




(111) Policy committee agrees to send monthly report to Hull for inclusion in 1B,
(iv) The following points of Rochdale DAM!s wepew$ written proposals were passed:

a/ The formation of a policy committee to draw up a framework of policies for
conference on topics decided by conference. |

b/ The development of Redundancy Actlon Commmlttee or Groups as 1s belng done 1n
Rochdale, 1n.other areas where condltlons are favourable._- | |

c/ Diseussion of the Rochdale formula for settlng'up Actlon Commlttees or Groups.

d/ The 1nolus10n of the redundency issue as a,prlorlty tOplc for debate by Conf.
with the intention of referlng it to the ﬁollcy Commlttee. il R Bh0
(v)'Whllst Rochdale is directlng its efforts towards peopletln.work Leeds prOposed
the establlshment of an.UNEMPLOY‘) L. diTARIAN GROUP, s1m11ar to the CP unemployed

organlsatlons, but based on llbertarlan.prlnclples. 1t is 1mportant that the L

Anarchist movement as afwhole should pre—empt Labour or TU 1nvolvement in organlsing
peOple whoxare unemployed Informatlon.for a. ULG could be passed byleaflettlng at
dole offlces/Job Centres..” proposal to establlsh a ULG could be brought up.at, say

L B

a public meetlng on.unemployment with a guest speeker.: It 1s 1mportant that a‘ULG
should NOT simply become a front organlsatlon foe DAM (llke the R:Lght to Work or RAR .

is for the SWP), our functlon is to help th unemployed organlse themselves ;eand ;

»

suggest means of organlsatlon on leertarlan llnes to them. *-'f*fdxwaq vy gﬁ; T

Item 6/ DIRECT ACTION PAPER AND w b e beens
(i)Paper fund- £185 in paper " fund, after £l5 deductlon costs. Sorie prlntlng #0sts free
as have DAM member as printers : @ e
(11) Deadlane- Members should gend artlcles well 1n advance of deadllnes - most Lr il

materlals from members outside Manchester arrived only in the last two weaks.

(111) Content - Not all artlcles submitted have been included in this issue, although
satlre/ forelgn news etc..OK balance must be in'favour of Brltlsh 1ndustr1al/ agitat
~ional material. More is required on Yvarious stikes / industrial actlons that have
ended and can be analysed, and conclus1ons/lessons drawn from them.., # AR ,
(1v) Current state of paper - Should be ready bylMonday'March 2nds Has'been.sent to
Cardiff. for prlntlng. R 0E FEVi | S
(v) Requxrements for next 1ssue - Graphlcs, cartoons ; artlcles w1th.photographs.'

Attack on Prince. Charles and’ costs of Royal Famllx/ State'weddlng. NMoxe: artlcles from

DAM members outs1de Lanchester please.
(Vi) Colour Logo - Proposed colour red but ccst is currently prohlbltlve at £2O for
plate, although this may be considered at a later date 1f flnances permlt. 2
(v11) Distribution - Five to each member and five to each bookshop. Total l OOO
cdples. Problem of censorshlp (poss1ble) by certain bookshops. Put aslde a number for
demonstrations AR CENE | B - SRepposde gu @
(V111) cale prlce - 15p v 8l g e 0
(ix) Breakdown of costs 19 4 approx £loo prlntlng ¥ CE SR00 . XIA

£24 Dlstrlbutlon W SR O YT /T

£lO Other costs
Total ApprOX ﬁ_i_ ; ,.A“;SL;;;L;H‘ A&
W1ll probably have t0 subsldlse, but if all are sold'we should break evem. Must p
ensure that money has n o problem in getting back to DAM & @RI TO0 '

A

(x) Frequency - To appear monthlye
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(xi) Contact adress Each DAM Branch should rubber stamp its allocation of DA

” : ’ \ e P o Mo Ko e i b - ' - -~ Y 4 -
with local contact address = ., = . g il TE et g e . i o T
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(i) Need for leaflet/pamphlet decribing DAM - Current small leaflet insufficient

(11) Tdentifiod a neced for some kind of oo-ordinationwggg,calleotive, L s
gonorqlr;ropa anda, o.x; on redundancy, . 120 -8 0% Ebore-~1o LT that.
contont have. sotje spocificql rqlevcncc tozma*ntain ;mpact.,‘w
(144 ¥ Nat*onaannomplo'ment Loaflat - Need "to formulate DAM policy on :
this. Rodundancy Is an in 6gral part of unemploymont, 'so loaf ot /pariph=
1ot “§Hould ‘troat these svnonymously. Content should go beyond reformist .
tactics of just sft-ing otc) to stress ultimato aharcHo-syndicalist
objoctive of complete WOTK P contr017non~cap*%alist coaoporativos/prod
“=uction for need not profit ‘ete= this: shoula prévent discentinuity bet-

- ‘Woen short and long-term propagandas - s Sl
(iv) Intornational oxamples~ DAM mombers nood to_rescarch examples from
abroad o©eX ;‘Italy, cencefning sliccessful attompts to flght redundancy.e
It is importdant that pPropaganda shows what ‘can’' “be done as woll as whqt

' should be donc. Include this resecarch in lecaflot/pamphlet.

(V) Trade UNIONS~- The relative inoffectiveoness of O0fficial Trades Unlon
~ =8 in combating ro dundandy should be ‘dealt ‘with ih propaganda. More

detailcd pamphlets ‘could bso used to buck up ossent ally agit&tional

leaflcots.

(vi) Themes Of Propaganda=- Agroed that continuous themes should be pur~

sued in successive issucs of 'Direct LActlon',

(vii) TIdentif®od ‘discontiniity betweoh our prinoipals/acﬁwons and thu,

reallty of" the industriaIfSﬁtuntion. Based on afeas wofoursolves are. .

active in, thére is ‘a4 nded for the collective format 10

n Qf DAM ‘oolic* es .
: which we can apnly to real~life situations, *as onposed o' just abstract
‘ propagandaes. Also anarchist history needs to be re-interpreted to have
relevance to modorn industrial scenee. Rochdale. proposed conference-man-
; datod committoes to deal with certq*n mqttors ol policy in-erder to
build up a (constantly dhan ng) policy stricturc. Such a delppqtﬁon
would operate on a regional basis to work oh a seperate specific issue
ovor a period of time, ‘Tgck of t*me ‘at’ DAM conforcences makos poitoyr
formation on topics 'such as unemployment etc impracticable, he" 6 heed
for policy committees. However, Policy committeo(s) will be o zated
from DAM conferonces who will be able tc issue repots on/ ame ‘] vnfor~
matwon/ and have power of precall. ovaer committes delegates...(ahiﬂke <
marxist-lenninist policy committees which are a poWwer'.unto. thomso7veQ) -
Polﬁcy committoe activﬁ%y to:- boupublwcwsed tﬂrough IB- which shoulﬂ ok

appear rﬂgulquy Pblﬁby committeo 'mandate ‘given to members’ of a phrt;  ,
~cu1qr group,: but #ny: DAM membon—&ble to attend pollcy committoe mnet-_f~?
ings has the: rﬁght to do so. ' u Y

s st bt UG X o
A e R . ’

4

Item’?/“'STRUCT‘Iﬂ?E{ e R I ke ¢ 5
(EDQU1ry--rom»B rmﬁnghqm) Full dutails of sﬁructuro to qppoar ﬁn forth-

coming Members Handbook,

3 . .
» :
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Ttem 8/ DAY SCHO0IS- (Leeds)
(1) suggested. by Leeds that _these.could-bs hold-between -conferencos to

discuss specific lssuecs, although other members felt that policy comm-
ttee would fulfill this role adequately enough.

(11) Any Aday-school should be precoeded by detaﬁleﬂ rescarch for dis-
cussion amongst mombers and 1ntercsted guests, and rosults published
in IB. Day=schools should be used to formulate tactics, and members

could play 'dovils advocatoe!, posing questions as if they were from
other Left-wing groups.



SO

Itom 9/ .4,T.,T.~ Rofor to last IB, article by A«Meltgemes - = 4

The majorItTy of DAM members present at confcrence were in favour of DAM
affiliating to the AJ.T. It weurd was decided to dofer the final decision
until the next conference, so as to allow further dcbate betweecn DAM
members and also in the IB. 4

"
Noal oo .

DAM membor at Hull University, along with other anarchists, is-trying to
got the'Studonts Union to adopt.antopen the doors! policy; that is allow
the public, and-particularly the unempleyed; use of-the facilitisy (which
at preseont tend to be for the exclusive use of students and occasionally
thoir guests), Thls state of affairs is absurd especilally when thesd “«
I'acilitles (bars, sports halls, libraries.etc).are underused by .the studeni -
S themselvese Anh ospecially winnable :demand isi:the-opening up of 'student
~only!' rock concerts, which make losses, because of. vpoor student inteorest.

DAM would appreciste info from any other membewys .about, othor athompbs to
introduce 'open the doors! policy.into Students Unions. Write-to IB addroes:

*
s ety B )
i O . :
o . gl . - ete =
. - - ® > .

Supplemgnﬁary-:Cdﬁferéhcé'agréédtﬁﬁéﬁ;fhé.heérést¥gr5upwto a demo -should
act as host, co=-ordinhating meeting places, finding out times otc, and deal

. ?

with accomodation if necessary. .

W

Supplementary=~ Donations areg required for Manchester's P.0. box which .

Cost's them £57 per year. Socretary will in wmery any case deduct a tothl
of £25 from funds towards thise The deductions totalling £25 in all will
be made at regular intervals. A A oA R e od Lo A el

NEXT CONFERENCE= Dato to be fixod for last week in June. Vonue to bo '
responsibITITyY of Birmingham. (Rochdale standby). Sy L

Please address”all correspondance for IB tOesss.

RETORT FROM SUNDERIAND= oM Fibustos paflog TedRPoned
Momber attended anti-bomb rally in Leeds. Along with Leeds branch sold:
'Black Flag' and distributed leafletsi Using same leaflet (modified} we
leafleted first meeting of Sunderland ¢.N.D , and a fortnight . later leaf=-
leted a demo organised by Tyneside Against Theg . -Bomb, protesting at the
oXlstance of a fall~out shelter under Smnderland Town Hall.

The branch has recently affiliated to the Durham Street Press (County
Durham'!s alternative newspaper). Affiliation gives us the right to put

forward motions and vote on the papers policy. An artiecle oh thé POTLITICAL

LEVY has yet to appear. :

We are currently working on a general leaflet and areo koéping up a resg
regular correspondance with the local rag e

e Aokt etawoe e Raswat B A
: .
’ -




REPORT ON THE UNEMPIOYED WORKERS UNION.seeso

Eg; Uhamgloygd grougs*énd DAMe

A lot of discussion has taken»place aﬁ.conference and in the IB on
the subject of unemployed groups/ T.U.C Unemployed Unlon etc, and on the
possibillity of DAM setting up their own group. e ol b

T R o LT i RV R T
>

One such group does exist and warrented a closer looKesswsssthe Un-
employed Workers Union, This group was set up on Tyneslde a couple ol
yoars agOe 1LS acEivities cehtre around cawmpraigns for free social fac-
11ities, bus passes, and moro jobs. It also glves claimants advics on
benefits. Since its founding the UMN.U. has spread to other towns around
the country. O e SaE % SRR

Along with Newcastle Trades Council it recently organised a national
conference on unemploymente In attondance were community groups, tenants
associations, and various' political partles. It was hoped that the con-
ferenco would be instrumental in forming a national network of unemploy=
ed groups, basically along the lines of the TU.W.U. Unfortunately, as yet
T haven't recieved the results of the conference. i S e

On Tyneside where,the U.W.U was formed the union.is dominated by the
Labour Party and the Trade Union movement. The activists haill malnly
from the Militant Tendancy and the Young Socials. There's also a small
but vocal 8 .W.P presence, keeping the Revolutlon going, fichting for the
'right! to work, and boldly going where no man has gone beforee. Local
Labour Party me.p's and councillors also glve their support, why not,
every unemployed worker over eighteen 1ig a potential vote to fleece the
1lining of their cosy careers. Recntly the Northerh District Commltteo
of the € JL.GRB (Eurocommunists) gave its stamp of approval and plodged
its support } And its rag'the Morning Star! (or was,it,Daily) did a large
sproads |

Financially the U.W.U has 'no problems, as it 1s funded by the Trades
Council, Trades Union branches and the local Labour Party,. and can afford
the luxury of full=time salaried sbaff workers i

T feel that if the DAM is going to get involved in unomployed groups
we should stay clear of the UMN.U. We can do without the dictates and
influence that go with this kind of backlng. | =

Thore is no reason why DAM should not organlise 1ts own Unemployed

Group, and establish contacts with other groups not structured on author -
itarian and bureaucratic lines. = - f - £ .S

NB, Hull DAM would 1like much more feBABaek‘quithé.ﬂayQIB;tWQMgpo deter=
‘mAned ta bal the‘tniﬁg ouf.on.scheduaJ: Nt waiwant 86 So' hesa nine Ghiek
iésue'full of'the fighf’bﬁinés.;.;..;ih éh5f£ the IB'shouid begin to ful-
filliits true purpdée oft pfovidinggiﬁfo~éhé-beinga forum.for debate.

But more and better contributions areznéeééd. Soucoméon,.use fzggg' IBY
If"you pﬁt any‘contributions you'tﬁihk might‘bewinclﬁdabi% oh éfroneo
stéh311 gefore~§éndi5g;it, thig not only(cuts;dpwn'théiwofk.but also

means that thing'abpearsthe way you wanted 1% to originally;VThanx.
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”i up Anarchlst.unlonS'was'not possible” {¥etther - 6681rabf§d5§hﬁ%t.'Whefﬁer pébﬁie"'

.:i‘ﬁ Such 8TOUP1H&S are needlessly secta:;xn 1n the Brltlsh con%ext and such

L ]
-

SPEECH
The following document is the !'speakers notes‘ used by a Manchester member,

as o basis for a talk about DAM which he gave at.the Q,CeL camp in Franoe

guring fugust. He believes it to be a good iden for other memberd -to know what °
was snid on thedr behalf, althoughi“the: speeah‘was given ih 4 pérsonal capacitys

ﬂiconcepts are 1urgely allen.to the” Brltlsh.Wbrking clésSa'Thzt-wprkeys org&n-‘}‘:

S Speechs - R R ,
Direct Action was formed about 18 months agowag*a*broadabasedwwerk&ng class Py

I "

Anaxohlst mﬁveméht-‘we ate’é% présent” dbcut 100-member5¢ The menBers came from

::s 2y, ol A

different 1ean1ngs. anarchg syndlcal;s% 1ndustr1al unionist (1WW), Anaf¢h1§t i

Workars' A85001at10n, lqcal groups and other Se It was felt that such sectarlan

"“’34 P 3 ".""'4 ‘\.:

&PPFO&CheS6Were*1nappnopr1ate in . the Brltlsh context. It Jas felt that settEng

;‘ ‘”‘

s B A0 WO SRt .'1 ; e

.owll themselvés anarcho—syndloallsts,.;ndustrlal‘unlqnlst gptonomlstscor Lf,‘ P

whatever, thegr ta ctlcs are largely determlned by the optl)ns open , ta Elge .o

‘J b A :
. ' "'( - ql r\ %

s 23

£ W"\_"x'---' 1w

zlS&tlmnS compmomase w1th the; tatc 1c not 1n dodbt buh all soelety and every—

N

body 1n 1t 1nclud1ng'advoc tes o fs revoiutlon3'are forced;to QO sp. If there :
ure lslwnds of pnxltyg the D;rect uctlén.M0vement is not-one 6f thém. o Aate ¥

e X% et e

In&ustrlal P@lqu}r In.Brltaln over 5Q% of‘workero aré ongwnlsed 1n'un1QnS\

‘ualmost all fedé&ated to fh@ Trudes'Unlon Congresa,‘Whlch.ls a.flllated to the ’
tLabour Party‘ Thb-Ldbour Party is largely oenirolled byéa small number Gf trwde

""""

:'

fiLabour Party ex1sts to channei h&;mful polltlcalflssucs 1n;the'rqgopsr1nta hurm-

; wexr;sectlonal,lnterests in tbe workplacebut ﬁhgy tend

v
; AR DN % 3 i 0
“ . S : TR Mg i e a8 ‘ P AL >

T R RS
O

'less polltloal channels._
" 'Unkil recently this his beem suctéssfuly The-result, is that -She, wo:r'kers

remain unaware of the gplltlcal consegqenccs of ﬁhele acﬁlons an; therefore=of

thele own 1mportance on the polltlcal SCENE o What is 1qck¢ng 2.8 ruch.as pOllthul

awareness 1s‘conf1denc@¢1n each othen. Thlq canfldence 1s convtantly-éndermlned

by the union power, struggles'Workers are usuully effccthe at 1GQA1ng after thr,

CO=~

{1 e

’co leave 1a1 ger scale

¢ :

ordlnmtlon ta the'unlon bureasucracy. . g ;{ ea.faw, i s

o Sh;pLStcwarde .~£WL believe the only p 81t10nw Aﬂ&TChlStS shoull take in

Sl o |
R e

“unions aré those‘whlch are dlrectly revocable by the workers. The *»0lc of Anar-

chist shop stewards should be to encouragé the’ purtlcipatldh “of wo.kers and comb-
st the relianc on leadership. The Direct sction Movement sees the reed for netwo-
rks of contacts at work, -to circumvent union bureaucracy. DiM secks to huild a
large anarchist lever to separate legltlmate'workplaCe organlsatlon from the*
parasitic burcaucéracy which preys, on. it. We. would. seek. to break art"f1c1al
barriers thaot exist between workers.
" We also bee it as our<task to harggg and expose COEXTUPS. officials .at gvery -
,opportunlty.'We would oppose participation on any trlpartlte employcr, state,‘*
union comnittet.!We: would seek:to promote: paliticalk: awareness. in the workplaces
by political awareness we do not mean boring evervbody to death with pedantic

- and dogmatic ‘propaganda. Yorkers -arc-rotivatod by, what, they think ge.ves their

Y Y oa

intcrests best. We would strive to show then anarchist direct action and democr-
ady would serve then bost. The ‘Labour: Party is.financed.. entirely by the unions.
by mcans of the political levys the DaM recently luunched n campaign to eut off
this levy. The ' stFuggle against duthorritarianisnm takew place on, all front.“
sexual, educational, environmental, al infinitum. L1though the cconomic struggle

ig more immediatd and istwhereithe wegking- class :makes itself, felt, 1t would be a

mistoke ‘to consider other conflicts a3 secondary. Conflict cannot be conpartnen-

talised-all affcct each other.... ts speech was followed by 2 question and an-

swer session in which he expanded on the parts of hiw speech.

~



NORVAY

" As the L.O. (Norwegian T.U.C ) congress will be held this spring, our work has been

dominated by activity relating to the propaganda potential of this congress.

 Our proposals deal especially with the questions of union democracy, political aut-

onony and increasing the fighting capacity of the union base.

- In addition, we propose that the L.O. stops stops all contacts with the state-run

unions in the 'communist' countries, as it has stopped contacts with fascist state-

run unions in military dictatorships. |

 The congress is composed of 240 delegates from the local unicns, 60 from the local

union federations and in addition the leaders of the ceniral and federal bureaucracy.

- In some places Unions have elected N.S.F (Norsk Syndilalistik Forbund- Norwegian

Syndicalist Federation) members to represent them, which in conssguence improves our

chances of making propagendd. In addition N.S.F will run a paralell campaign (in the

Unions) in favour of our points of view during congress time. |

~ Generally, the last few months haven't been dominated byvwage struggles and strikes.

But the stakes rose immensely in Jan '81, and we are expecting an increase in strugg-

les in the spring and after the summer, when central and local wage negotiations start.
In the last few months, the N.S.F influence has increased in various union sections,

especially because an increasing number of N.S.F members are beingelected shop stewards

and union delczates. This tendency is particularly marked in themetal workers, and

amongst social/health workers.

PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES

The main probism we have faced in the N.S.F has been that we have underestimated
" the importance of propaganda outside of the unions. We have not been able to correct
this, firstly as a consequence of our members eoncentrating all forces inside the local
unions. We have now elected a special Propaganda Committee to improve this situation,

and there's an increasing awareness amongst the members of the importance of this issue.

ACTIVITYS OF A GENERAL CAR.CRER

There will be a parlimentary election in the autumn of 1981. (Gallup) polls show the
Social democrats(sic) loseing ground. Since the last war they had averaged 45-53% of
the votes. Over the last year this has been reduced to about 30% of the votes, which
is more or less the same as the right wing partys. About 18,000 workers that tradi-
tionally voted social democrat will not vote in 1981. The Marxist partys are consol-
idated at very low levels and have not grown: The NKP (Moskow) averages 0.4% of the
votes, the AKP (Marxist-Leninist) averages 0.0% of the votes and the SV (Oppertunists)
average about 4.5%.

A coalition of formally capitalis partys will probably win the election, not because

they have increaced much,but because of the increased abstention of the working class.

The NSF has decided to exploit the situation, and has decided to establish a Union
front of offensive character. The front will be organised as a committee lead by NSF
members and independent workers. |

The formel aim of the committee will be to defend the Union rights, Economic benifits
and social security that have been won in Norway by the Union movement against the
right wing offensive. The other formal aim is the activate an extra-parlimentary offen-
sive of Norwegian workers against political,social and capitalist elements that manip-
ulate the internsts on different levels. In practice, this includes all partys,burea~
cratic union bosses,state bureacrats and capitalists.

The committee will be permenant,and do its work through varios campaigns,each directed
at different groups of people... Trades Unionists,Young pecple,01d people, etc etc...

Really this committee will be the socio-political front of the NSF and will permit us
to be active in spheres we have hitherto ignored.

The descision to set up this front is a consequence of autocritcism in the NSF. We
have concentrated almost 100% on union questions,and have in reality ignored other
promlems related t~ the working class.

The NSF determines to be not only a Union alternative, but to offer a total alter:
native on all social levels that affect the class. |

From BOLETIN INTERNACIONAL of the A.I.T. FEB 1981.
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