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BRITAIN DESPERATELY NEEDS ITS
ENGINEERING INDUSTRY

raining in the British engineering Parsons and Swan Hunters in the North East
industry was badly damaged in the are a direct result of govemment policies
early 80ôs by the government and towards industry and towards the defence

the industry now faces an acute shortage of industries.
skilled people; Since the average age of

market, and an increase in the number of
people selling weapons.

The engineering industry is an essential
part ofour economy, but it needs to be moved

The exception to this has been the HFITIS into producing other non-military goods, for L
skilled men in parts of the industry now is industry, which used to have support from which , given government support, there F
55, a major crisis will develop over the next govemment for design, for development, would be a market. This is essential for the J
decade with Britain being unable to function for production and for exports. The arms future of Britainôs economy and for the
in key areas of modem industry. industry now represents a vital pool of quality oflife of its population.

What Thatcher and Major did was to skilled people and is one of the few areas of As the President of the Honda Motor
under-fund civilian manufacturing industry, industry which can function with modem Company put it recently - ñThe money game
in all its aspects, and the result was materials and technology. is ýne but industry is the only wayacountry
devastating for industry as a whole. The The fall of the Berlin Wall has meant can survive and l really donôt know how the
problems facing companies such as NEI the slow collapse of the worldôs arms British willmakealivinginthe futureò.

WHATôS THE ALTERNATIVE FOR
VICKERS '

iekerS management have Stlid Japanese owned earth moving equipment executed. This is an illustration of how 1
there is no altemative to building manufacturer, even though the companies immoral the arms trade has made the

have plants only a few miles apart on
Tyneside. Komatsu produce machines
designed in Japan where they receive
government subsidies and tax relief for this
research. Funding for similar research in
Britain would be taxed at 25%.

But Vickers also pressure govemment to
continue support for the arms industry. The
chairman of Vickers lobbied to a Saudi
Arabian dissident deported from Britain so
that Saudi Arabia would consider buying
Vickers tanks. Had the lobbying been
successful and the dissident been deported have a healthy vibrant economy, with high
to Saudi Arabia, he would have been levels ofskill and low unemployment.

ARMS CONVERSION - TECHNICALLY
FEASIBLE

possible to make goods for a civilian market
in arms factories. This happened after the
ýrst world war, after the second world war

of products for the civilian market in the and, in the United States, ýtter the Vietnam
Lucas plants which were then making War.
military equipment. Faced with threatened The situation is how very different but.
redundancies the shop stewards had asked With g0ó/erhITleI1tSuPPOrt and the right type
their members what they thought the oftax structurethe facilities currently making
factories could produce instead of making þrl'l1S eellld Het E15 the Sprihgbeþrd fer the
people redundam_ The response was regeneration of the manufacturing industry
remarkable and a number of products were thr0ugh0ut in Britain-
developed up to the working prototype What is needed is a set of government
stage. The best known of these were the measures aimed at supporting and expanding
Read/Rail bus, whieh could travel en both our civilian engineering base. Measures such
railways and ()I] the road and 3 Kidney HS Il10S6 outlined þbOVú, Wl'llCl1 all the
Dialysis maehirie successful and expanding economies in the

Vickers own workforce went through a Werld already have in Pleee The óTigerô
similar exereise in ihe early |93()ôs_ economies in the Far East do this, the healthy

These exercises proved ýmily that it is economies in Europe do this and now the

tanks in Tyneside and in Leeds.
This is not the case. Vickers are clearly
contemplating producing other types of
armoured vehicles in the two factories which
means they could produce other types of
equipment there also.

The difficulty is that, because of the
strange and very damaging attitude towards
manufacturing industry prom®ted by
govemment since the late l970ôs it is very
difýcuót indeed for British companies to
competx. Vickers would, for instance. have
difficulty competing with Komatsu, the

Vickers management.
What Vickers could be doing is

campaigning for measures such as an
industrial training policy, supported by
Govemment, which forces all employers to
train apprentices, for tax relief on the
purchase of machine tools, tax relief and
government support for research and
development, support for exporting civilian
equipment at the same level currently give
to companies exporting weapons.

With measures such as this we could

PREVENTTHESALE
OF TANKS OR TECHNOLOGY TO

' THE REPRESSIVE REGIME IN
TURKEY

Making and selling weapons does nothing
for our own economy and has a devastating
effect on the lives of people living in the
countries we sell to. The bulk of the poverty
and deprivation, the starvation and social
collapse in the world today is related to
military conþict and in many cases it is
Britain who have supplied the arms.

Govemment policies have created this
crisis in our society. Govemment policies
control the environment in which industry
and commerce takes place and can decide
to nurture industry or to undennine it. While
others nurture their industry and have
healthy economies, Britain chose to
undermine it. That needs to change.
Supporting civilian manufacturing and a
reduction in weapons manufacturing for
export makes sense. Selling tanks to Turkey

United States is moving in this direction. doesnôt. E

WHAT YOU CAN DO  
as the United States, Germany, France, and
Russia.

n the mid l970ôs Lucas Aerospace
Joint Shop Stewards Committee
produced a plan to produce a range

A
TUCND

1) Write to your MP urging the
Govemment to prevent the sale of tanks
or technology to Turkey. Urge them also
for a big change in attitude towards civilian
manufacturing industry and away from
support for arms exports, especially to
repressive regimes. Ask to meet him or her
so that you can discuss the problems
associated with this order.

2) Write to the Foreign Secretary, Robin
Cook urging him to ban such a deal, and to
press other govemments to follow suit.

3) Raise motions in your local political
iarty, your trade union or your local church.

4) Ask them to take speakers a speaker
from TUCND about this issue.

5) Write to the local press expressing
concern over the sale ofweapons to Turkey.

6) If any of the organisations you are
associated with run Holiday clubs ( many
trade unions do this) - make sure Turkey is
not on the list of places they organise
holidays to.

7) Make sure that your Union Branch is
affiliated to TUCND, that you are on
TUCNDôs mailing list as an individual

8) Write to Embassy's of other potential
suppliers of tank technology to Turkey, such

For more information contact

Trade Union CND P3óP B3ô TUCND
I62 Holloway Rd I62 Hollgway Rd

Lon onLondon
N7 8DQ N7 8DQ
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