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some of what people have said ‘ HE NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS has contacted several

leading_politicians, including Education Minister Shirley -
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I am a sixth form student and I think tha nagazine is totally useles
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ant to turn this country into a load of stupid,
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ignorant people like you? I think that pornography should be banned but what you'r
| Idren to swear, smoke and have sex.. . .
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ctually list
violence in the countryWIthoutpeopl
I don’t know whether or not your porn was being sold to kids of 12,13 or 1
should be locked up. If you must write this trash why not lean to spell first?

When you do grow up maybe you'll look back and remember the rubbish ane
been writing. Anyway I've wasted enough of my time and energy op you. ",
Yours disgustedly, =~ -
Angela Glanvill..
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“East Barnet School Tuesday. 30 girls break rules
and.come-to school in’trousers. .6 boys wear skirts
and placrds saying/!Whatever happened ito- the Sex
diserimination Act.' . MeSsage’ to-rést of school+
-girls should wear trousers tomorrow. Message to
teachers - Stuff your rules.

Tomorrow comes: 70 girls in trousers - Danny wears :
a skirt to show support - he's been organising a e see N1l
lot of the protest. He's 'temporarily excluded' yo's not &
from school for doing this. Teacher shouts out etition Wit
hopefully, 'Are you with the union or the school.' g, decide t©
We shout back,'We're with OUR union!' - and a lot ) ye meetll
of us aren't even members, We go on strike for 3
rest of the day. | and rule us
Next we meet at the library before school. 50 of
us picket the school. Police come but they can't
get us - no law breaking.Protest is against Danny's
suspension. Rush up to school doors shoutings

IF THE KIDS ARE UNITED THEY'LL NEVER BE DEFEATED!

'

Police come - tell us to move on, we're breaking
'the peace.' Delegates go to see the. héad, he
won't give in. We decide to march o Barnet Coll-
ege for meeting. Went to bus stop - police:won't
let half of us on the empty bus =.don't want us to
be'disorderly - but doesn't same thing happen each
day. We walk to next bus.top- police only let 5
people on - they want to split us up. They say
'Some of you are stupid, don't:know what you're
Gop ,doing, what the protest is about.' We run off.

t

whay - Bary

EWS...
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HPSPWEy New Pl

London N.S.

NUSS 1]

HM Gative (we've had to censor it

for legal reasons) is a really terrible
school. The head used to be a person
called Rh¢ifjls BoyM¥n - he's now an ext-
reme right wing MP calling for flogging
to be brought back, an end to the little
of the welfare state we've got left,etc.
Anyway, the head now is a bloke called
“oss.

NogtvB¥ss believes in ultra strict disc-
ipline, school uniform and using the
cane at every available opportunity.
Other schools in the area haven't got
such terrible discipline but are very
bad for O level/CSE results so parents
approve of Hi GyWe because they
think that the disciplirnie works.

The kids - only boys actually = the
school's not-éven mixed, feel differ-
-ently~aboutvthings. NUSSshas leafletted
Hhada Wove for years saying that
the rules on corporal punishment were
being broken'all the time and that the

Headmaster: LW Nolfi§®s, B.A.
| _

Telephone:

“ 9th Jamuary, 1679, 5

Dear i’ar‘ents ¢

As many of you already know, there has been a recent outbreak
of activity on the part of the National Union of School Students
in relation to this school. This has included the distribution
outside the school by people unconnected with us of leaflets and
a publication called "Blot”, which many parcnts and pupils have
found extremely offensive and objectionable,

A number of parents have asked if we may discuss this, and I

am therefore inviting you to a meeting in the NN -t 7 p.m.
on TWgtsday, QP January.

I feel it is most important that parents and staff should
be of one mind in our attitude towards such organisations and
activities. Any serious divisions cf opinion could be extremely
harmful to good relations within the school, and could have disruptive
and damaging consequences not only for the pleasant and happy
relationship which presently exists between pupils, staff and parents,
but also for the quality of educational and other activity within

boys couild. stop the rule breaking if ERR\school, -l e Coy;
they $0t in tOLlCh with NUSS y but they In view of the importance of this meéting, I hope that as many NGth back toand mﬁklige eVent
Ve 3 ' at'd ag possible of you will attend, I attach considcrable importapce q S : u

werea: glways tg? gﬁé htened . of Wh t tolyour views in these matters, andiwould ideally like to sec¢ each leaf‘l ) the chool % ba”ner a l'y .
happen to.them §\ anythlng.. But boy' in the school represented bylat least ome parent or guardian = ©Xp] et SQ1r pl“ess 1 » Pogy Spend
that's changed now. And-so N“SS tll:ough where both are able t6 attend, we shall be very happy to see sk.zp ainingylng Why Come Grs’ 7 d

N A ' <hem, ~ r @ e
is getting very worried. The boys | Uit | ts, Maz.that ot We “’antGOOd Yo a
are campaigningito get rid of ‘ties - Witz ol asndi R 8 S S o B8 to ROt o YO gop Tt gp,
they went.din for one day not wearing apprec Latgd gl Brr MR R0 | : °n Ha) 1 proteﬁup, Wiop tf 4ot
them. NeggWlss is having all sorts L . g i . against OUse

of meetings with parents ‘and police-
men to try to stop BLOT being ‘sold.
But he's not going to ‘stop us or the

Ly NS,

deadmaster,

SUSPENDED for
wearing a skirt — that
was the fate of East
Barnet School sixth-
former Danny Ashton
who led a bizarre pro-
test against school
uniforms this week.

Danny, aged 17, and~“a
dozen other boys at. the
school turned up for lessons
wearing skirts-on Tuesday
in protest against a school
rule which' forbids girls to

wear black or grey trousers
in school, ana '\

More than 30 girls at the
school joined . thé demon-
stration by wearing troys=
sers.

Head teagher Mr, Richard
Hurdman said on Tuesday
that the demonstration was
“a stormm in a teacup.”
“They have made their

-point but it is not for the

school to change the rules.
Parents and other adults
outside the school generally
agree with school uniform,”
he told ‘our reporter.

As secretary of the
ichool’s branch of the
Mational Union of School
Students, Danny issued a
statement outlining. the
pupils’ discontent.

The students say the Sex
Discrimination Aet was
passed in order to end dis- - _ e
crimination on the grounds e e
of sex, and schools should 1 o
take a lead in preparing
chlidren for a life without
discrimination. -

They claim that parts of
the school are teo,cold for

-girls ‘to wear skirts.

The /pupils~contend that
school standards do not de-
pend ‘on whether girls wear
smart trousers but rather
on the teaching standards.
They add that they are not L
totally “opposed to school '8
uniform but that it should '
be modified to suit present-

~day conditions. - - '

_/ Yesterday (Thursday) Mr.
Hurdman met a deputation
of girls to discuss the situa-
tion:"

Following the meeting,
about 60 fourth-, fifth- and
sixth-year - pupils left the
school, and after staging a
demonstration outside were
moved ¢n by police.

They et later at Barnes
College .to - discuss the
situation.

suspended pupil Danny Adkton, second from the Jeft and Julte Hastingx, bodding the plavard, were die oyganisers of .
demponstration agatnst sehool paiform @ East Baraet Schost, With them are four fellow pasiis




BULLYING |

Bullying people is a shitty thing to do. If you weren't too big and
‘tough how would you feel about being beaten up and pushed around all
‘the time. Okay so you were bullied when you were younger so you say
"'It's my turn to do the bullying now.' But you're just making the
tradition of bullying go on and on, with more and more kids having a
rotten time when they're small - you're doing sweet fuck all to changs |
things. Fair enough so some of the kids who get bullied may be right
little wimps, teacher's pets, whatever. '
But you never change anyone by beating them up. That's why we're B \ * - g . : .
against the cane - the way to get through to people (make them 'act , ' I = v .. _=es X
properly') is for them to be happy in what they're doing, able to | ' ' | ' B \ T
talk about what's wrong, work things out for themselves - not by bash-
ing them in.

But bullying isn't just nasty on the kids who get bullied - it's also
a stupid fucking thing to do. Listen, we're saying, in BLOT, in NUSS
- we want schools that are fun for people to go to, where teachers
don't bully us into learning rubbish, where they don't get bullied by
the head and can say what they think, where parents can express what
they feel without being made to feel stupid, where the head doesn't
Lbullied by the council...what we're saying is what schools where we

can sit down and talk about things without fear of being beaten up,
sacked or whatever.

it builds up in no time at all. Every evening | am ex-

pected to come home from school, do housework —
that | don’t want to do it but it’s hard when you’ve

hoover, peel potatoes, cleaning my room up. It’s not
got homework to do as well.

| then find myself being behind with my homework —

no

“it’s

summaries. .

comprehensions,

| try to make some excuses for not doing it. Some-
times | feel like bursting out, explaining to teachers
that | can’t, don’t want to, haven’t the time, to do
The other day | was issued a homework sheet telling
me, ‘Pupils are expected to do at least 3 hours home-
work each night’. It’s just not on when you’ve got a
job—it’s impossible. I've got a job because | need the

money to get me the things that | need —money to go
out occasionally or buy things without having to

with getting things completed in a certain time as well

Homework puts me under pressure. I've got to cope #
as coping with the problems | have at home.

why is homework given? It’s supposed to benefit us
when we take exams. But do the teachers understand

that their subject isn’t the only one we’re given to do
kids. It’s a lot when you've got to do projects, essays,

| have never known teachers to give me so much

I’'ve got seven subjects to learn, just like the other
homework in my life before.

it 2 3
The school system's wrong, it relies on bullying to make you learn. _§ 6% é E
But you're not - we're not - going to change anything unless we get on % s> 2 o :
and start with ourselves. So don't bully smaller kids. If you're ' § £3 S 3 o

bullied get together with friends to stop it - unity is strength. Get ' ¥
rid of bullying and start changing schools instead. |

FUCKING
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bad health, emotional upsets,
worrying about being pregnant

irls have pains
'in the days jus

B
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iod’s irregular, ang
tter as you geteolder.
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SKAN stands for Skool Kids Against the Nazis and
it's the school student section of the Anti Nazi
League - they're the people who organised the 2
fantastic carnivals last year with Tom Robinson,
Steel Pulse, X Ray Spex etc in London and the
Northern Carnival Against the Nazis in Manchester
and are the only organisation that actually is
doing anything about racism in schools.

If there's nazi graffiti in your school or black
kids are being discriminated against or you're
Just fed up with people ranting on about 'Wogs'
or 'Immigration' - then join SKAN. They've got
stickers, leaflets can help you organise to get
rid of racism in your school. .JOIN THEM!

.

In a recent phamplet on the ANL the NF
said the ANL was controled, paid for and
set up by Jews. The NF believe that the,
Jewish race is anti nationlist and there
fore they don't WANT them in their
society. Webster said, ‘the Jew is a
poisonous maggot in society that must be
destroyed. Tyndall on the Jewish ques-
tion said anti-semitism exists because
there i1s a ‘Jewish plan for world con-
quest.” The NF don’t even believe 6,000 -
000 Jews were murdered. They say it
was all a trick to gain sympathy for the
Jewish race-What Rubbish! | suppose
6,000,000 people vanished into thin air.

The NF believe that there is a Jewish
conspiracy to take over the world. This is
not surprising because Hitler said exactly
the same thing and tried to prevent it by
herding jews into concentration camps.

This must never happen again. NO MORE
HOLOCAUSTS.

nan N
|t SKAN, POBOX 1
| LONDBN WC2 .

Rhig 5

Ad& BLOT rwumbet {two.

The National Front depends
on racist lies. ‘

BLIEHE
The National Front say there
are huge numbers of black

people entering Britain.
FACT

More people leave Britain
than enter. Also, of the
people that do enter, by far

the majority are white.

LIE e
They say blacks cause

mugging and violence.

FACT

Crime in Glasgow, with few
black people, is nine times
higher than in London.

LIE S

They say blacks cause slums

and a shortage of housing.

FACT
The worst slums in Britain are
in Glasgow, and there are

hardly any blacks in Glasgow.

LIE e

They say blacks cause
unemployment.

FAC1

In the 1930s there were three
million people out of work,

and very few black people in
the country.

W
They say blacks sponge off

_social security.

FACT

All official figures show that
blacks take less in social
security than white people.

B The NF are using racist lies
to con people. They are in
favour of throwing blacks,
young and old, out of the
country. How would you like
to see your mates at school
treated like cattle and shipped
out of the country?

/1




d fifth year queue.
eue has got into its

I have three things to
between: the one in the
e where you pay a fixed
p for how ever much
o give you, and one

5

-

and the government's thinkingia
putting the price up to 35p eag

ant —sausag

spend

raw food. That's a lot @&
it's not as if dinner pe
paid - they're not. Ope
reasons why dinners cost 8
because sc much of them is™
kids don't like what they're g
they don't eat it.

Schools could save a lot of money and
give dinner people more pay if they
asked us and the teachers what we'd
like to eat and what we don't like to
eat., Rg, most kids hate liver but
they still go on cooking it and it P
just gets thrown away. If they asked
what epoeple liked and then we voted

in our 'Top Tern Dinners' every month

or so, then we could have what we like . .

eating and save waste. ...

tables 'in a/lot of schogls?
don't have to gqueue. But if
to queue with the rest of usg:

start getting on better..
School meals shculd be fres

fél

if you were at wcrk, coul
lunch hour and were then
pay for your meal? k-
Okay, so there's some ideas ITeg
They may not be perfect but surely
they 're worth talking about. Why b
won't anyone ever listen 1o us?

vl ]

ational

N ™
Union of
School

Students

WHAT’S IN IT—-SCHOOL FILES s
ON YOU SMall * ar

What? You mean you don’t

know what’s in them? Don’t
. worry, nobody does except those

who wrote them. :
- Confused? Well—every school
has files about every pupil who
goes there and they are com-
pletely secret—not even your
mum can see them. It’s dis-
gusting isn’t it. Mistakes can be
made or teachers can put down
things they don’t really mean in
a moment of anger (perhaps
justified). And things never get
corrected because you and your
parents never get a chance to see
them.
I don’t like that idea if you
don’t, then do what people In
Europe and America have done—
kick up a fuss and get the right
for you and your parents to see
the files. Files are wrong—
teachers need to have info on
you, but it’s mad that they’re
secret.
And remember to keep a good
hold on your diary—or it might
turn up in your file.

Sue Easton.

| onm BLOT s
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ABORTION

KATHY: Amanda, if you got pregnant
now, would you have an abortion?
AMANDA: Yes, | would, but I'd use
contraceptives, or | should. If you‘re
old enough and responsible enough to
have sex, you should be old enough
and responsible enough to use contra-
ceptives.

LINDSAY: But no contraceptive is
100% safe anyway.

ELAINE: And not everyone’s had
enough information about contra-
ception, anyway. Specially young
people, fifteen or so.

KATHY: If you used contraceptives
but got pregnant would abortion be
OK?

AMANDA: | can’t see why people
shouldn’t have abortions.

KATHY: So you don’t think it’s
wrong? Is it Killing a human life?
KATRINA: | think it’s killing. You’re
letting a human life be taken away.
KATE: You can’t say that. It’s only a
potential human life, when it’s that
small.

KATHY: You could call every egg that
goes down and comes out without
being fertilised a potential human life.
You don’t waste time crying every
month because Oh God, there goes
something that could have been a
baby!

MARCIA: But that’s not your fault,
is it? You've got no control over that,
but you choose to have an abortion.
AMANDA: | think it’s justified,
because | think if you have an un-
wanted baby, that’s worse than having
an abortion.

KATRINA: There’s always adoption.
AMANDA: No, | couldn’t give birth
to a child then have it adopted. |
think the ties are too strong, after nine
months.

KATHY: | don’t think you can say
the ties are too strong, because lots of
people do give up their babies after
nine months.

KATE: And supposing you couldn’t
look after the baby yourself anyway.
KATHY: But do you think there’s
anything which makes abortion
acceptable?

KATE: Say you knew the child was
going to be handicapped.

AMANDA: If it was going to endanger
the mother’s life, or if the child was
likely to be deformed or something. . .
| don’t want a kid that’s blind or de-
formed. OK it sounds hard, but |
mean it!

AMANDA: Of course it’s selfish, but |
don’t want to give up my life for a
baby! You only get one life! Even if
| knew it wasn’t going to be deformed
I’d have an abortion.

MARCIA: People who are deformed
live, at least!

AMANDA: If | was going to have a
child like that, I'd have an
abortion. Partly for my own sake,
because it must take a hell of a lot out
of you having a handicapped kid.
Your whole life’s ruined!

KATRINA: It’s not ruined, you’re just
tied down.

AMANDA: OK so you can get a lot
out of bringing up a kid like that, you
can get a lot of love from the child,

Abortion is a subject which can arouse

a lot of feelings - both for and against.
Many of the arguments however, are based
on myths rather than facts.
her cassette recorder to school and tap-
ed the discussion below among her friends.

Then we wrote down what's below from
listening to the tape.
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AMANDA: But what’s the difference
between being pregnant by some guy
you’re in love with and some guy you
don’t know, if it’s still a human life,
still half you?

KATRINA: If you think of the child
. . . think what that child would have
to grow up knowing!

ELAINE: And you don’t know how
the mother’s going to treat that child
later on.

KATRINA: Anyway, if it was my boy-
friend, | should have used contracep-
tives, shouldn’t I?

KATHY: You've got this sort of
moralising approach, that if you don’t
use contraceptives you’re guilty and
you've got to be punished for it.
KATRINA: But you should think
about it.

y W
Ao

BABIES

o

- -—

K\ %)
but I'm sorry, it’s not my idea of ‘(3’0&\ o o

- T
> QQJ‘ 0‘51 (00 \\0

living.
AMANDA: If you went out now and

LINDSAY: Because you can’t at the
moment, can you?

KATHY: Officially you can, but there
are places where it’s very difficult.
ELAINE: Anyway, if you stop legal
abortions, you're still going to have
women going to the back street people
like they did before, and you’re going
to be endangering more lives that way.
KATRINA: You must go through a lot
having the abortion, though.
AMANDA: It’d be traumatic, | think.

"MICHELLE: It depends on your atti-

tude. If you feel guilty about it then

it'll mean a lot. If she agrees with it
anyway, it won’t be so bad.

KATHY: | think most women would
be affected by it, it can’t be a very
pleasant experience. But you’ve got to
balance having an abortion against
having a child to look after for maybe
the next twenty years.

KATE: Who doesn’t agree with
abortion?

AMANDA: But it’s not as clean-cut
as that! There’s nothing wrong with
thinking abortion is wrong, it’s up to
you what you think. It should just
apply to you, what you think, not to
anybody else. Do you think a man
should have any say in whether or
not you have an abortion? | don’t
mean your man, | mean g man-a
doctor or an MP?

KATE: Yes, of course.—Well | don’t
know. Not an MP.

AMANDA: | think it should all go
through women MPs,

KATE: If a man has got any say, it'd
have to be the husband.

KATRINA: But it’'s a medical de-
cision!

AMANDA: But say he’s against it
morally —his viewpoint is that abor-
tion is wrong—it’s bound to affect
his decision whether you have one or
not. But it’s none of his bloody busi-
ness!

LINDSAY: But if a doctor said to
you, if you have an abortion it'll kill
you, it'll make you very ill—don’t
you think he’s got a right to say that?

KATHY: If a doctor says there’s risk,
OK —but he’s got no right to impose
his moral views on you, any more than
anyone else.

KATHY: | hope you notice we're
assuming all doctors are male.
ELAINE: I think you’d find it harder
to get an abortion from a woman
doctor, particularly a married one,
with kids.

KATHY: How about the man who
actually fathered the child?
AMANDA: Oh, that bastard—he’s
probably hopped it.

KATE: Well you don’t usually hear
about them, do you? Not if it’s a
Saturday night job.

KATHY: How about if it’s a steady
boyfriend, should he have the right
to say no, this is half my child, you
can’t have an abortion?

KATE & OTHERS: No —they should
discuss it.

ELAINE: If he stops her having an
abortion, then he should have res-
ponsibility for the child, bringing it
up.

AMANDA: She’s still got to have it,
hasn’t she? He should have some say. . .
MICHELLE: When the baby’s con-
ceived he has a part, but for the nine
months —

KATE: If they disagree, who should
decide? !

AMANDA: Well it’s not him who has
to give birth to the damn thing, is it?
KATE: But what if he’s the husband?
AMANDA: | don’t care if he’s the
husband! | don’t care what he is!
MARCIA: So he shouldn’t have any
say at all? |
AMANDA: I'm not saying that. . . say
you're living together and you get
pregnant—No, why should you have a
child if you don’t want it? If he wants /
let him go and have a child with some-
body else!

MARCIA: But what if he wants your
child?

AMANDA: But if | don’t want my
child, | don’t care if he wants it! If
you're having a child just because he
wants it, you're just a birth machine.
You're just there for the purpose of
having his child. I wouldn’t want to
live with someone like that. | wouldn’t
be living with him in the first place!
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ROCK AGAINST SFXISM has been started
- as a sister/brother to Rock Against
Racism. Supporters include Tom Rob-
inson and Gang of Four. For stickers
posters, badges etc, write to: RAS,
121 Grandison Rd LONDON SW1l. RAS 'l1l
also put you in touch with local
bands who'll play gigs for you and
Rock Against Sexism.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION -- MARCH

March +to Trafalgar Square from

Hyde Park, for rally. March starts

at 1.50 on March 3lst.;; Show :support
for contraception and abortion rights,
Organised by National Abortion Campaign.
More details: phone (01) 278 0153

A WOMAN'S BODY IS A WOMAN'S BUSINESS!
ABORTION: OUR RIGHT TO CHOOSE.
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KATHY: If you slept with a bloke you 9 (\‘Q“e %y
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KATRINA: No.

MARCIA: He is the one who has to do
the operation, so why can’t he?
KATHY: He’s not the one who has
to do it. He can say, I’m not going to
do any abortions, I’m not going to say
to any woman that she can have one.
AMANDA: He should be objective.
But he can’t be, your emotions come

into everything! n"‘IE E[AYl)) i b‘,m W,J“




