WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DON’T PAY THE POLL TAX
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These are the only circumstances under which you can be jailed for a maximum of

three months. Payment releases you immediately. You may be able to get an agree-
ment to pay in instalments.




CHARTER FOR FAIR LOCAL TAX
INTRODUCTION

The Poll Tax Forum is particularly concerned with the poorer, more disadvantaged sections of the
community and with the protection of cival liberties. The relief of poverty is also the main charitable
objective of many of our organisations. We therefore have an interest in ensuring that any system
of local taxation is fair and does not create hardship.

We have prepared a charter to be used as a benchmark for assessing any form of local taxation.
We intend to use this charter to monitor the impact of the Poll Tax on those with whom we work and
to assess any changes or alternatives which may be proposed in the future.

CHARTER

A fair system of local taxation should be based on the following principles.

ABILITY TO PAY

A fair tax should be based on the tax-payer's income and/or wealth. In addition there should be an
adequate, simple rebate scheme to ensure that local taxation does not cause hardship to people
on low income.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Local tax should be collected without abusing principles of confidentiality. Personal information
required for administering tax should not be disclosed to third parties. Information supplied to
statutory authorities for purposes mainly unrelated to taxation should not be used in the collection
of tax.

LOCAL DEMOCRACY

The level of local tax should be determined by locally elected representatives in relation to local
needs and without central government control. Local services are of benefit to both local residents
and businesses: both sections of the community should contribute directly to locally determined
taxation.

THE RIGHT TO VOTE

The operation of local tax should not be such as to discourage people from voting.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR LOCAL NEEDS

Central government should use the national tax system to provide grants to local authorities in order
to supplement revenues from local tax. Central government grants should aim to equalise the
position of local authorities, taking account of the variations of needs and resourses between areas.




Nelson Mandela Hous
London N7 6L). Tel: 0I-



AN[I=-POLL TAX CAIPAIGN .- A statement bz_Nottinghamshire NonQPazers

As the Anti-Poll [lax movement nears its third year, and as the campaign of intimidation;
misinformation and divide and conquer continues with the help of"the entire state
apparatus, and in the light of 2/3 years experience gained through selfelss hard work
and sincere efforts to further the cause'of the Non-Payment campaign, we are sadly

now in the position where we are forced to make a statement disassociating ourselves
from the Nottingham Anti-Poll Tlax Federation. |

Chere are fundamental differences in how we fight the Poll Tax.

Wwe believe in a broad-based mass campaign df Non-Payment. We do not believe in

seeking to remove certain categories of people from the campaign (as does NAPIF's
resolution to the City council begging exemptions for claimants, pensioners, etc.).
lhat is a blatant example of divide and rule, ensuring no organised working-class
opposition to the Labour Party. NaPLF's advocaoy of the Labour Party is not acceptable,
as the Labour Party has categorically stated that we must pay. [his is as unaccaptable
as the lory tax itself. | g o
fhe NAPILF has chosen to work with the courts and councils, negotiating payment by
instalments, and even encouraging would-be Non-Payers to make settlements.,

whilst we recognise that there are bound to be differences of opinion and approach

in any mass campaign, and having tried, therefore, to work within and alongside the
NAPCF for the past 2 years, we are saddened that we now find ourselves no longer able
to do so for the following reasoris :

Organisation of the NAPLF : Federation implies a broad=based network, co~-ordinating
action and collecting and distributing information. [his role has nokt been carried out.
fhrough non-representative delegation, meetings have been manipulated in order for a
small political group, ie iilitant, to maintain control of the NAPIF.

Rather than using the strength of the campaign for the benefit of all Non-Payers,

the NAPLF has been used to collect funds for their own political organisations, to

sell their paper, and to try to gain recruits for rMiilitant.

jince committals began the division between this political clique and the mass
Non-Payment movement has manifested itself more clearly through actions of the
1iilitant officers of the NAPIF, particularly towards jailed Non-Payers. :
Jailed Non-Payers have been ignored at NAPILYK meetings and elsewhere, have suffered
abusive language from these officers, and been called liars at public meetings

because they have dared to argue against the nilitant line., ot only has NAPIF failed
to support those jailed and their families, but they refused to acknowledge the

Nottm. Defence iund, which has given both financial and psychological support to

all those jailed in relation to the Poll Tax (on the contrary they have actively
opposed this nard working local group).

on February 12th the Secretary of NAPIK, along with several of his iilitant supporters,
attended a public meeting of Rushcliffe Against the Poll lax, called to inform and
support those in most need and to welcome all 5 Notts. jailed Non-Payers. ln wview

“of the attitude of these people towards those jailed, and their long standing
antagonism towards Rushcliffe API, it is difficult to see a reason for their attendance
except to disrupt the meeting and put off new members; which is what took place.

In the light of all the above facts, we can no longer work with the WAPIF.
This means that the NAPIF can no longer claim to represent or have the support of

the vast majority of Non-Payers in Notts.
Je do not wish to be divisive ourselves, and plainly state that we stand for

co-operation, not collaborationj but those disruptive and: counter-productive elements
cannot be tolerated at our meetings, for the. good of the campaign.
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We will continue to fight the campaign as we began =~ on the basis of non-party )
political mass Non-Payment.

our demands remain : Immediate abolition of the Poll Tax
Abolition of the use of bailiffs

Writing off of all Poll Tax debts

No income - no tax
Freeing of all Poll Tax prisoners




WwATCH 00T, WATCH 0UT . ..

BAILIFFS HAVE BEEN SPOTTED ON ROADS
BEGINNING WITH LETTERS 'A’°,’B’ & 'C’ IN WEST
BRIDGFORD. THEY HAVEN'T -GAINED ENTRY TO
ANYONE'S HOME, BUT HAVE POSTED THREATENING

. NOTICES THROUGH PEOPLE’S DOORS.
' WE KNOW SOME OF THE VEHICLE REGISTRATION

NUMBERS USED BY THE BAILIFFS. THEY ARE:-
WRY: WHITE ESTATE"NTM 64V: WHITE LUTON VAN G831 TRO:

GOLD ROVER C20 OUF: WHITE ESTATE C__
SAAB D722 BRP: ESCORT VAN C214 RUT: LARGE WHITE IVECO VAN D988 LYG

IF YOU SPOT A BAILIFF, REMEMBER:-
' UNLESS YOU’VE BEEN TO COURT AND HAD A
1JABILITY ORDER ISSUED AGAINST YOU, THEY CAN

DO NOTHING.
IF YOU HAVE HAD A LIABILITY ORDER FOR

NON-PAYMENT OF THE POLL TAX, PHONE YOUR
LOCAL ANTI-POLL TAX GROUP IMMEDIATELY! WE

WILL SEND PEOPLE OUT TO HELP YOU.
KEEP ALL DOORS LOCKED AND WINDOWS SHUT
BAILIFFS CAN’T USE FORCE TO GAIN ENTRY

. UNLESS YOU HAVE LET THEM IN ONCE!
MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL IS TO REMEMBER THAT

BAILIFFS RELY ON INTIMIDA TION DON T BE BULLIED
BY IHESE LEGALISED THUGS'

ve. THERE'SA BA/Z/FFABOUT/
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WOMEN AND THE POLL TAX

. Women are doubly victimised by the poll tax.....
* Many will have to

aid rates
part time workers - who can

pay who never
jority of low pai

* Women are the ma
least afford it | o
* Most single parents are women - they will really struggle to pay = 1

ave to pay for unemployed partners or other

dependents | i . |
* Victims of domestic violence will have nowhere safe to go -the |

poll tax means their addresses will be publicly available.
~ WOMEN FIGHTING THE POLL TAX

Manj women arc aiready involfed in Anti- Poll Tax Unions
throughout the country and are extremely active members; we have
least to lose and most to gain! | s

Yet, there are many others who could be involved but for lack .of
confidence or time, aren’t. The campaign needs these women and
they need the campaign.

For more discussion and lnfdrmation on how the tax affects women
and how they can be more effectively involved in the growing
fight against the Poll Tax join us on Saturday 6th. Oct.

*2 Aati-Poll Tax
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REGISTRATION SLIP ( Fee: Labour Parties and Trade Unions, £3.00 Wagedand -

Anti-Poll Tax Group delegates, £1.00, Unwaged free)

T R A A Address... .......................................................................
OrganiSat ION.ccccececcceccessccasoscces eessessnncacasnetcssanessensesaanesssasans . I enclose ....... fee:
I will need the creche ....yes / no. Number of children ........ |

Please return to address below. Entry aiso on the door.

p&p Nottm. Women for Socislism, 93, Zulu Roed, Nottm. NG7 7DR.




WHAT IS THE POLL TAX?

Poll Tax 1s a replacement to the present Rating System.
Rates taxed your property Poll Tax taxes you. With very
few exceptions if you are over I8 and still breathing
then you will have to pay.It has nothing to do with the
ability toc pay,all adults pay the same rate.Even

homeless people,pensioners,students,unwaged people and
those on slave labour schemes -will have to pay.In fact
the poorer you are under the present rating system the
worse off you will be under Poll Tax.In Birmingham it has
been calculated that 75-80%Z will lose out under Poll Tax.
The same will apply in other big towns like Wolverhampton.

WHEN DOES IT START?

We're supposed to start paying the Poll Tax in April I990.
They'll start coming round to your door around April next
| year to try and get your name on the register.

| WHAT IF YOU CAN'T AFFORD IT?

They don't care.Pay up or else they'll fine you-£50 the
first time,£200 the next time-and if you still can't afford
it,they'll come and take your furniture away.It is expected
that around 5million summonses will be issued each vear
re€lating to Poll Tax evasion.

HOW MUCH DO THEY EXPECT US TO PAY?

It depends on where you live,Inner city areas will pay more
than other areas.In a survey done in Perry Barr Rates will

° o - ° ° i '] B ‘
rise by 257.Larger families will find the increases even
hxieher.

; BUT WHAT IF YOU'RE ON BENEFIT?

You'll sFill have to pay up.They'll be giving ybu something
towards it but they've fixed it so it wont be enough.You'll

be ?xpected to pay 207 of it from your Dole,you can be sure
you'll end up worse off.

SURELY THEY'LL LET PENSIONERS OFF!

No exceptions.If you can't afford it;they don't ‘care . Pay up}

THE POLL TAX IS AN ATTACK ON US ALL.
TOGETHER WE MUST DEFEND OURSELVES!

POLL TAX NOT SURPRISINGLY IS VERY UNPOPULAR WITH THE PEOPLE
L WILL MAKE SUFFER (That's most of usg).

POLL TAX IS A VERY.SINISTER AND SECRETIVE LAW THAT WILL

tryauvl BVERYDODIES CIVIL RIGHIS AND: FREEDOM,
POLL :TAX "CAN BE RESISTED AND RESISTANCE 1S GROWING FAST!
Wl BAVE THE TIME TO STOP THE POLL TAX AND WE BAVE THE

MEANS BECAUSE TO BRING IT IN THE GOVERNMENT RELIES ON US
TO PROVIDE THE INFORMATION.

F Lo 7 :
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E LAST STRAW

4 ORI R Tt e W AR 2D

DAYSCHOOL = SAT APRIL 2nd
'‘BUILDING RESISTANCE TO POLL TAX'

EROM 10.00a.m t1l1l 4.00p.m. COST £2 WGD/E£I UNWGD.
AT: NEW UNIVERSITY PROJECT .24 'SOUTH ROAD,HOCKLEY.

POLLTAX - T

RING 021 551 1679 for booking and more infolAlso PTD)




WHO SAIDIRIS 7

" Pecple can, of courese, choose not to obey the law and
refuse to pay. But 1f they do 'They will hsave tO face the
consegquences and the courts. Labour uprhclde the rule of law and
does NOT encourage people to break it. c e e We .condemn Wikthout
reservation the “Toytown revolutioconaries' and trotskyites who
hijacked the Town Hall protests. The anarchists and yobs who ran

riot in Trafalzar Square are criminals who must be brouzht TO
trial . "”

1..:.The . Ssun %2 - No.

2. The Mirropr. % - No.

3. The Guardian 2 -~ No.

. Labouy Local. the paper of Nottm. Dliestrietr Labouy 'Farity %
YES 111

How out Of toluch ¢can yvou get. % Labour Local has broken new

ground. Qut on the estates of Nottingham the feeling against the
Yoll iTss 18 vrunning high, The Labour Par*ty =should be at the head
oOf this campaizn , not attacking 1t Murdoch style! In Sherwood
ward, which currently has two Tory City Councillors, almost 1,000
people have Jjoined the non payment campaign. Clifton has almost

reached that number decspite being set up ohly a few weeks ago!

Scme LLabour Party figures in the town are calling for a boycott
o the Trades Councils Mayday March becaucse the slogan or the
march is Dan't Pay - Don't Collect. This nonsence has to be
challenged. Those of usg in the Party who! support the Non Payment
campaign must organise to fight back. A meeting has been c¢called
to  discuss the above and any other related issues - the City
Councill selection meetings in the Autumn ?

SUNDAY 6th MAY - 7.30 = THE PEACOCK,MANSIELD  RD.

The initial sponsors for the meeting include : -
ingham East CLP
hgham East CLP
Forest Ward Women's Section
Lenton Wsard

(All names in a personal capacity)

For more information contact




POLL TAX
LET’S PUT A SPANNER IN THE WORKS

S i e T TS T R e T

DO NOTHING until your form is sent by registered post or given to you by a canvasser. If a canvasser
gives you a form, do not return it to them! g

ONCE YOU havereceived your form by registered post or from acanvasser you can then send itbackto
POLL TAX registration officer with 1st question and on receipt of answer return with 2nd question and so

on.

QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT WANT TO ASK

IMPORTANT °

Get the questions in the right order.

If addressed to ‘occupier’, ask who the responsible person is.
Why have | been named the responsible person?

How does the CCRO obtain the information on the poll tax?
Will the information be stored in a computer?

Will the information be protected by The Data Protection Act?
What does (any expression used on the form) mean?

Why does the CCRO need dates of birth?

. Who is exempt fromthe poll tax? , |

. Is any person responsible for any other person’s poll tax?

. Where will the Poll Tax Register be held?

. Will poll tax information be used for any purpose other than the poll tax?
. How can | examine the Poll Tax Register? *

. Who else will be able to examine the Poll Tax Register?

. Can my name be excluded from the register?

. Is there an appeal procedure against decisions of CCRO?

. What happens if | move house? ]

. What happens if someone else from my home moves away?
. Who is eligible for a rebate?

. How do | apply for a rebate?

©PNDO S ON =
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20. Does everyone in my house have to apply separately for rebates?

21. What happens if my circumstances change during the year?

22. What if I'm moving in a few weeks?

23. Do | have to include people who are staying in my house only as visitors?

24. Do | have to include people in my house who are not British citizens?

25. What if someone in my house refuses to give me information, eg: date of birth?
26. What if | can't, or don’t wish to answer the form in English?

For further information contact (Derby) 47562

ANTI-POLL TAX
CAMPAIGN MEETING

Wednesday 31st May, 7.00pm
Peartree House, Peartree Road, Derby.

COME ALONG AND JOIN US




SOME FACTS ABOUYT TiHE FFOrL TAX

9 months into the Poll Tax and already the mass non-payment campaign has
Brought down Thatcher and split the Tories wide open, 14 million people
nationally aren't paying, and the latest figures for Nottingham are that
fR% (138, 000) are in arrears or haven't paid anything! Do far we've heard
lote of talk from Heseltine and the Tories about making the tax fairer, but
tinkering with it simply isn't good enough — it must be scrapped
completely!  They're also saying that any adjustments they do make will
take at least 2 vears to implement! 5Still not good enough when millions of
people can't afford to pay it this year, let slone next yvear when the bills
will bBe much, much higher,

o far in Nottinghamshire the campaign has won massive popular suppaort,
with nearly 40 local anti-poll tax groups sctive within the county, Local
Councils are in a complete mess trying to implement the tax, with large
rumbers of 1uhmpd,en§ turning up to court and the bailiffs proving to be
completely ineffectual, The indications are that, just as in Scotland,
more people wzll be jcining the non—payment campaign this vear,

I}}
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Basically it was an attempt by the Tories to force local councils to reduce
their spending, reduce the standard and guality of local services, and
simul taneocusly turn the electorate against Councils trying to provide good
quality services, Not to mention the fact that it discourages ordinary
people pot to register for the vote through fesr of the Tax, ylao the tax
is & direct attack on those sections of the community who are the least
able to afford it by transfering wealth from the poor to the rich,

Mot necessarily! After 21 months in Scotland aver I million people st111
haven't paid a penny, With even larger numbers of non-payers in England &
Wales they won't be able to force wus to pay up either, It's only taken 3
months to get rid of Thatcher and if we keep the pressure up, and more
people join the mass non-payment campaign, then the Foll Tax will be awed
too, The Tories will be forced to scrap 11, Just as they were forced to




Bt it I don't pay.tbhe Foll lax

vices will suffer!

acal Council jobs & services have been suffering under the Tories for the
past 11 years, Indeed since they came to power they have reduced Local
Government grants by & massive £40 killion — over £850 million in
Nottinghamshire alone! The Poll Tax itself, and not the non-payers, will
destroy council services if allowed to continue as a form of Tocal
government funding, Already in Notts both the County & City Councils have
announced large cuts, including the closure of elderly persons Fomes &
community centres, These cuts have nothing to do with non-payment levels -
they are being made to aveid “"charge—capping, & method by which the

Gowernment controals the amount of money Councils can spend on local
services, Since the introduction of the Poll Tax the Govermment controls
about 75% of local councils' income and so reducing local councils’

accountability rather than increasing it as the Tories claim,

Bt I don't we

Any law that penalises millions of ordinary people, that ilakes from the
poor and gives to the rich, that is so viciously undemocratic and unjust,
deserves to be broken! Bad laws i he fought against and in this
particular case people are being forced to break the law by the
intransigence of the Tory Government who are not prepared to listen to the
averwhelming majority of people in this country, If there was & refaerendum
tomorrow then 24% of the population would vote to scrap it, It is also a
fart that for millions of people there is no choice about breaking the law
because they simply cannot afford to pay the tas,

ics not a criminal

i

It must be remembered that non-payment of the Foll T

aoffence but a civil on

i

tUrn at court

1115, AN ey :
for oersons mﬁring&?

The Poll Tax non-payment courts have been set up in much the same way as
the rate-defzult courts: that is, large numbers of people are summonsed o
&z single court session on the expectation that the vast majority of people
won't turn-up, By exercising our right to a personal hearing, we have e
apportunity to challenge the legality of the tax, and alsc to delay the
Pall Tax recovery process, This tactic has proven very effective throughout
the country, as can be seen by the huge back-log of court cases! At thes
moment the majority of people turning up to court are having their cases
automatically adjicurned to a later date,



ittle, In Broxtowe & Rushocliffe where private bailiffs have been in

Eeptwmber o bailiffs have gnt past the fromt door,  In a number
uf instances bailiffs have been chased of f by locsl anti-poll tax groups,
although in the vast majority of the umllefﬁ Raven' t aven aittempisd
to gain entry into people's homes, In the city of Nottingham the council
iz using it's own bailiffs, but they only have 2 to get round &&, 000
non-pavers! In fact bailiffs have very few powers: they can't force entry
zo keep your doors and windows locked, nor can they take items that you
don't own, are on HFE or credit, or items recently 5&14 o someons else,
And, in the unlikely event that yvour goods are taken by bailiffs, then
payment at any point pricor to auction has to be accepted and yuur aoacds
returned,

s

Y]
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o

Mo, With the exception of the police force non-payment is not an
employment issue and therefore bosses have no right to use 11 against you

eee

at work, However one way that councils can recover the Poll Tax is by
'attachment of earnings' orders, This instructs your emplover to deduct a
small proportion of your salary weekly/monthly to pay off your Poll Tax
mill Emplovers can make s charge of up to £1 per deduction to Ccover

i g

scdministrative costs, Attenmpts to arrest wages should be resisted,
Contact yvour trade union if you think you are at rigk, Mevertheless, sven
if they are successful in deducting from your wages, it will still be far
hetter for the campaign for this to happen, rather than for you to pay 1t
wmluﬁtarily, as they amount they can deduct is quite small and salary

iu

2lated,

Cowpld [ end wo in i331l7

wo far only one person has been jailed for non-payment of the Poll Tax, He
received a 21 day sentence, but due to pressure from the anti-poll tax
movemnent was released after only 14 days, Jailing someone for non-payment
is a very lengthy process: firstly, the council has to prove that you
deliberately didn't pay the poll tax secondly, the courts are only trying
to send violent offenders to prison at the moment, because the prisons are
overcrowed already; thirdly, most councils don't want to send anyone to
prison (it makes them unpopular, and dossn't b:1nq them in any monev )
fourthly, if you CAN afford to pay then vou can clear the debt at the last
moment - even waiting until after you've besn Mantwm;wd Llﬂﬁll; t

than imprison you the court can reduce yvour debt, or accept an
cavment through instal lments,
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SUONMES. - I CE S ABOL LY o T G T A
Update — January 1991

9 months into the Poll Tax and already the mass non-payment campaign has brought down
Thatcher and split the Tories wide open. 14 million people nationally aren't paying, and the
latest figures for Nottingham are that 65% (136,000) are in arrears or haven't paid anything!
So far we've heard lots of talk from Heseltine and the Tories about making the tax fairer,
but tinkering with it simply isn't good enough - it must be scrapped completely! They're
alsa saying that any adjustments they do make will take at least 2 years to implement! Still
not good enough when millions of people can't afford to pay it this year, let alone next year
when the bills will be much, much higher.

So far in Nottinghamshire the campaign has won massive popular support, with nearly 40 local
anti-poll tax groups active within the county. Local Councils are in a complete mess trying
to implement the tax, with large numbers aof non-payers turning up to court and the bailiffs
proving to be completely ineffectual. The indications are that, just as in Scotland, more
people will be joining the non-payment campaign.this year.

We all know the Poll Tax is unfair so why was it introduced?

Basically it was an attempt by the Tories to force lacal councils to cut their spending,
reduce the standard and quality of local services, and simultaneously turn the electarate
against Councils trying to provide good quality services. Nat to mention the fact that it
discourages ordinary people nat to register for the vote through fear of the tax. The tax is
also a direct attack on those sectiaons of the community least able to afford it, by
transfering wealth from the poor to the rich,

Yes but everyone's going to have to pay it in the end so what's the point
of waiting?

Not necessarily! After 21 months in Scotland over | million people still haven't paid a
penny. With even larger numbers of non-payers in England & Wales they won't be able to force
us to pay either. It's only taken 9 months to get rid of Thatcher and if we keep the
pressure up, and mare people join the mass non-payment campaign, then the Poll Tax will be
axed too. The Tories will be forced to scrap it, just as they were forced to scrap Thatcher.

But if I don't pay the Poll Tax local council jobs & services will suffer!

Local Council jobs & services have been suffering under the Taries for the past 11 years.
Indeed since they came to power they have reduced Local Government grants by a massive £40
billion - aver £850 million in Nottinghamshire alone! The Poll Tax was devised specifically
to force Councils to cut their spending even further. It is the Poll Tax, and not the non-
payers, that will destroy council services if allowed to continue as a form of local
government funding. Already in Notts both the County & City Councils have announced large
cuts, including the closure of elderly persons homes & community centres. These cuts have
nothing to do with non-payment levels - they are being made to aveid "charge-capping", a
method by which the Government contraols the amount of money Councils can spend on local
services. Since the introduction of the Pall Tax the Government contrals about 75% of local
councils' income thereby reducing local Councils' accountability rather than increasing it as
the Tories claim. |

But | don't want to break the |aw!

Any law that penalises millions of ardinary people, that takes from the poor and gives to the
rich, that is sa viciously undemocratic and unjust, deserves to be broken! Bad laws should
be fought against and . in this particular case people are heing forced to break the law by the
intransigence of the Tary Government who are not prepared to listen to the averwhelming
majority of peaple in this country. [f there was a referendum tomorrow then 84% of the
papulation would vote either to radically change it, or scrap it altogether. It is also a




fact that, for millions of people, abiding by the law is not an aption. They have no cheoice
- they simply cannot afford to pay the Pall Tax.

[t must be remembered that non-payment of the Pall Tax is not a criminal offence but a civil
ane.

Why is it important for non-payers to turn up at court for personal
hear ings? |

The Poll Tax nan-payment courts have been set up in much the same way as the rate-default
courts; that is, large numbers of people are summonsed to a single court session on the
expectation that the vast majority of people won't turn up. By exercising our right to a
persanal hearing, we have the opportunity to challenge the legality of the tax, and also to
delay the Pall Tax recovery pracess. This tactic has proven very effective throughout the
country, as can be seen by the huge back-log of court cases! At the moment the majority of
peaple turning up to court are having their cases automatically adjourned to a later date.

But what happens if they send the bailiffs round to my house?

Very little. In Broxtowe & Rushcliffe where private bailiffs have been in use since
September no bailiffs have got past the front door. In a number of instances bailiffs have
been chased off by local anti-pall tax groups, although in the vast majority of cases the
bailiffs haven't even attempted to gain entry into people's homes. In the city of Nettingham
the council is using it's own bailiffs, but they only have 3 to get round 66,000 non-payers!
In fact bailiffs have very few powers: they can't force entry - so keep your docrs and
windows locked; nor can they take items that you don't own, are on HP/credit, or items
recently sold to someane else; and, in the unlikely event that your goods are taken by
bailiffs, then payment at any point prior to auction has to be accepted and your goads
returned. ' : |

Could I get into trouble at work for not paying the Poll Tax?

No. With the exception of the police faorce non-payment is nat an employment issue and
therefore bosses have no right ta use it against you at waork. However one way that councils
can recover the Pall Tax is by 'attachment of earnings' orders. This instructs your employer
tao deduct a small proportion of your salary every week/month ta pay off your Poll Tax bill.
Employers can make a charge of up to £1 per deduction to cover administrative costs.

Attempts to arrest wages should be resisted. Contact your trade union if you think you are
at risk. Nevertheless, even if they are successful in deducting from your wages, it will
still be far better for this to happen rather than for you to pay it voluntarily, as the
amount they can deduct is quite small and salary related

Could I end up in jail?

So far only one person has been jailed for non-payment of the Poll Tax. He received a 21 day
sentence, but due ta pressure from the anti-pall tax movement was released after only 14
days. Jailing someone for non-payment is a very lengthy process: firstly, the Council has to
prove that you deliberately didn't pay the pall tax (this is harder than it sounds);

secondly, the courts are only trying to send violent offenders to prison at the moment,
because the prisons are so avercrowed; thirdly, most Councils don't want to send anyone to
prison (it makes them unpopular, and doesn't bring them in any meney); fourthly, if you CAN
afford ta pay then you can clear the debt at the last moment - even waiting until after
yau've been sentenced; finally, rather than imprison you the court can reduce your debt, or
accept an offer of payment through installments.

If you've started paying - Stop paying!
If you've paid this year — Don't pay next year!

JOIITN S T e - FEE ) S T ANNCGES
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL ANTI—-POLL TAX GHOUP NOW!




UNPAID POLL TAX

A local authority cannot demand any payment until a bill is £ipst
presernted to.a persoen.who is liabhle k6 pay pall tax.

Non payment of the poll tax is not "breaking the law” .in the sense
that 1t is a criminal matter. It 15 not a criminal “offenice %o
fail to pay the poll tax, It i8a civil matter. " If upll tic ds
unpaid, the _ person  who 'is dijable is in" debt +to their  local
atehbricyr, As with the cld rating systsm the law states +hat
there are a variety of steps by which a local authority can seek

CoODesover the unpald pall tax.

WHAT WILL AN AUTHORITY DO IF I DON'T PAY?

It is up to tae local authority whether they take steps to try and
recover money frcm people who do not pay the poll tax. It is at
rhelts digEiet gn. The law says that they "may" take steps to get
the money. Whether they will or not is another matter. Just as
some local autliorities have not impcsed penalties on =seonle who
have rerfused to give 1information, there 1s no guaranteé that taevy
will pursue anyone that does not pay the poll tax for whatever
reason, or that they even have the time, monev or inclination to

a0 =0,

WHAT HAPPENS IF A POLL TAX BILL IS UNPAIﬁ?

sremains unpaid,  the firet thing &n aRrntrirzsimuse db

Where a
v SR e vou a reminder notice if thev intend to pursue the

mattayr Lhe* are  reguirsa . Dy laWd 0 do this (#ec=ibn: 28 of

e et o e

Statutory instrument Number 438 1989).
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<y may serve such a notice any time after i+ has
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become due. Given.sthe - aalavs dldikaly. €ehiw " eould  Le scme
considerzrle time. The local authority may want to know of your
Circumstsznces. They may send you gtler letters, . but by law thev
have £c send vou at least 1 reminder.

wWnere a particular ioataliment is. unpaid. the ‘l1ocal authority

again has to serve a reminder.

The regqulations state that the notice "is «o state eveyry amount in
respect shlen Cth@autiority 1s L0 make -the applicaton’y-  Peobably.
the local authority would need to send another notice if it is not

o s & e < | aqgradt



WHAT HAPPENS. 1IF 1 1GNORE 1HIS NOTICE?

g received guch & notice, you have 7 davys, from *haidake +he
e was served, not frcm the date you first came to know about
it, +o pav. Under recgulation 28 where the amount remains unpaiqd,
r whoily or partly, the local authority has the right *o
ed tO

The suthority. in these circumstanc
orcger caliled a ''liability grdsr ' iag
to.péy ‘the veoll tax. Adadh oo dt ol
they take this step.

S UMAY A0y Lo caure for An
IRST thewperseon whe 1s  lizble
Up To she lotal gukhority 3¢

If ycu have chosen to pay by instalment and have already had a
fur+her notice served on you, stating that the instalments must be
paid, and you do not pay within 7 days of the serwvice of <+he
notice, ‘the right to pay by instalment is lost. When +this
all the charge, for the whole year, becomes payable at the
sncth 7 davs Beqinnifg on the date ©f  the second
ffec*'vely tae logcal authgrity can apply td cours rom
r your secenc notice is served.
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of dgnt:is usualily carried put by civil cout*=s called
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. Magist S COUrtsS oy 9I% of a cozminal
with committal proceedings (the process of deciding
cATes are Sent to the Crown Courts), However,
largely witlh criminal offences - everything ¥o
to vandalism - the Magistrates courts also have a
a number of civil matters' including hearing
angd ‘dealing with child custody  and .pcare
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WHAT IS A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE?

A JP is a Magistrate. Nearly all of the 27000 Magistrates are Lay

= M\vh

people selected by local committees appointed under powers from
the Lord . Chancellor. Most do not have ‘professional legal
gqualifications. They are intended to be representative of the
local community and to some extent are drawn from supporters of
the''major political pPayrciss. However, as Magistrates are udnaid
they tend to come from the wealthier sectors of Society and thos

who have'time T2 spare. There.are few Magistrates Tan manual
trades or employment as a result. There are also few Magistrates

from ethnic minorities.

eampa LoeanrEs  gre’ Usually held at some 565 locations in
nd and Wales. e couyt" Wlgopak wre chullditie, Eae the
o t“emselve= glitting tcgether €o hear the case. In
ET2TES CoUrT canbe ceonvened anywlere (exesvrt public
licensed premises) although there powers are morse
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= is also a body.of professional or "stipendiary" Magistrates

Wwho are lawvers of at least:7 years standing who sit alcne to.  trvy
S HOwever.: 1t ¢18 '‘not-expecsed that tihey ' will play any
ifica--em roie in poll tax enforcement.
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in recovering unpaid-poll taxx in _the M=
geavery 18 to secure & liabllity otder, =
the local anthoerity -to procesd Lo .. Peocy
> hearing - -at wnhicll you must Le
seqd to ensure the deotor comés t3 ' court.
intimidating for the person invoived
g .0f conure & elow we Bobe t: provida
gg procequres sgme” backaround to the
toc what yo can Bxpett. . & ‘yonr-fiaag
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WHAT WILL THE SUMMONS SAY?

A L stimmdns 38 a potipe %teliing you to attend before the court. to
explain why you have nct paid.

CAN A MISTAKE ON THE SUMMONS GET ME OFFT

Quite gften there will be a mistake on a summons = your name or
street may be mispelt for example. Many people imagine that such
a i mi¥take. on the summcns will get them ofrf. This Isigrobably a
result of garbled ideas distilled from too many American TV legal
dramas and media reports of cases which involved a technicallity




which was material to the case.

In reality, it is highly unlikely that any mistakes or errors . on a
SUmmons can arffect 1ts validity. The summons merely tells Tau to
come Refsre  the court. It has no bearing on the fac+s of the
case. ihe court offigials are, . in any case, empowered to effect
any defect on the summons.

IS THERE ANY TIME LIMIT ON A LOCAL AUTHORITY MAKING AN APPLICATON?

1es, a local autiority must malke an apelication within 2 vears of
the date in which the tax becomes due.

WHAT HAPPENS IF 1 GO TO COURT?

If you get summonsed to court you will have to appear before the
Nagilstrave ne ‘Degt. of Getving an ldea of what ‘s Magistrate
COUr~T 38 tovieit one, With the exception of juvenile cases and
some cspecizl cases, Magistrates courts ars= vublic and searing : 1s
availarilie If£f you visit, remember everycne has to stand when the
Magistrz=p walks il or oht.
Many pecple find the Magistrate court intimidating - little if any
guidance is given to & person as to what exactly is golng on.
tiowever, the Magistrates are not in wigs and gqowns, although they
normaily =2it at a2 raized bench. Everycne is exvtected +to stand
when the enter cr leave the czurt. Quits often the officials make
teaoneinidarive
Aswell as the Macistrates there will, be a clerk pressnt in  the
cRUET. ihe clerXx 1is often the only legally qualified person
resent ang will be either. a solicitor or barrister. The <clerk
advises the Magisztrates on points of law and Proceliutre, i the clierk
will also zut gquestions to the person summonsed.
The clerik will ask your name and address, set out wha+ the case is
about and ask if vou understand. You shculd expect delays. The
clerx will then enguire as to why you have not paved the poll ta'e.
Wwnen you answer make sure you address the Magistrates “not the
clerk even tacuga 1t is the clerk who asks the question. The
clerkx may interrurt you and tell you to address the Magistrate if
you.de net ~othis will only ads ko thse intimidating atmosphere.
¥ou cacdrass the Nagistrates ds @ Your worshipe® give your reasons
as To0 why ' you have nct paid the poll! tax and challenge anv
lnaccuracies  in:iche case presented by the local authority er why
you  talnx the lis3dlity order sheuld not bhe drawn up. Yau ¢éan
have lecal rerpresentaticn. If you have a defence or grounds +to
challence tne-lia:ility order make sure you use your - opportunity




REM

SHMBER 3 BE POLITE AT ALL TIMES

DO NOT ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE VERBALLY
PUSHED AROUND

DO NOT EBE AFRAID TO ASK IF YOU DO NOT

UNDERSTAND SOMETHING

fhis . 1s quite acceptdble as neitheri the clerk: or the Mag

are

i@l "to Know muchi-apout the poll tax as ‘it 18- a new

legislaticn.
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DO I HAVE TO ATIEND?

Ne. . bBut it is best *c. If yvom: canhce atTend TArouan illipess. y09
should telaphofe  the douNT ‘to' get the  Qedring adjourned.
Similarly, if you are seeking legal advise, you should arrange to

get the hearing adjourned.

WHAT DOES THE LOCAL AUTHORITY HAVE TO PROVE?

The Loeal Autherity has to proved

1. :It:-has fixed a Community CRarge.

2.4 ThHat #he Debtor is on the ragister.

3% In the place of a Debtor who is alleged to be jointly or
severally liable with another person, that the Local Authority
balidyeese " ha "grishe i3 in ‘a relati®nship with the person -'gi t3e
register

4., That the Communi=vy Charge has been ccrrectly demanded. (1e.,
the Dilleks correcy)

w3 That the Charge has not been paid by the due date (that is at
leas+= 14 davs af+er tne date of the issue of the Dbill).

& That *2e reminder notice has been sent:

s Tha—- the sum due has not been paid within 7 days.

2. A+ “least 7 davs aiter the unpaid balance of the estimateq
amous~ has becsme pavasie. or the service cf a nctice (in the case
0f ccilacr=iye Pail Tzx: or the service of a reminder notice on tie
Deb=-r. & summcns has been served.

9. The <fuill amount (including Lcczl Authority «costs) remains
gfizaic

Tf +ne Loczl Authori+y can prove all the above pecints a liabilizty
crder can be made by the courc.

WHAT DEFENCES MAY I HAVE AGAINST A LIABILITY ORDER BEING DRAWN UP?

inst 2. lizbilikty drder  being
include;
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the Poll Tax.. It iz unfortunately entizaly
I y receive summonses as a result of
ic errors. If yott have .paid the Poll Tax
ve it through evidence or. get the matter
uncil-ecaf do their own clhieCcks.
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o relevant entry on the Community Charge Register. 4 %
nc= on the Ccmmunity Charge Register of a Local Authcrity
e

of the hearing, no liability corder can be made.

The Locali Authsrits has not followed the rules in billing you or

- Y

sending ycu a reminder. The Local Autacrity 1is expected to follow
-l stztutcory rules on obtaining the money and the reminder they

.




send must be correct.

The person is on the register of 2 Authorities. I1f your pame . 18
on 2 ‘or. more Pall Tax Registers of  different  Authorities .I1or
personal Community Charge and l.or more of the entries is subjec<
to an appeal - you cannot have a liability order drawn up against
you. You can only be liable for 1 perscnal Community Charge at a
time and that is wherever your socle or main residence may be.

In a case where the order is in relation to joint or several
1iability for anaother-cersotis Rell Tax, 'you HlHave & defence 11 you
do not have +the reiationship alleged with the person who has
incurred the debt, ie., you are not married to them or you are not

living with them as if married.

CAN I BE ARRESTED FOR NOT PAYING THE POLL TAX ?

An. arrestable

No. Non payment is not an arrestable offence.

gltence’ 18 norma?l" cne where there is a possible punishment of
over S years imprisonment, where a.police @fficer Dbelieves . that
an sadfress . giveh by a berson.coulg De false dnd . g . -~ SUMMORS:  Nay
prove ineffective, or where a statute creates a pcwer of arrest.
Mon if these grounds acsply to Poll TaX nown payment by itself,

Non . vayment i#® a civil.mattesr, . not & eriminal  one, the police
are thererfore not invecived. |
ThE onle possibilit? cf.an. agrest wonld arise at th very last
staces or en-crcoement when other methods of enforcement have Deen
ewhnzucstad and within restricted legal circumstances. Even then it
will be at the discr=+ion of the Magistrates court to crder such
an arresct.

An arrest could be made to get you to attend the <ccurt 1in the
fima i | shkEge WheYE  Thé CouTE may. order 't imprisonment of a
Deator nd where all! cther steps have failed. Such an arrest may
invalve bailiffs no9. ypeclicé and is 'only possible wherle tLhe
Magistrates crier b (See Sections on Distress and

Iprisonmentc ) .




POLL TAX PENALTIES

RECOVERY OF POLL TAX DEBTS: There are a number of methods of debt
recovery where a liability order has been granted.

WHAT CAN THE LOCAL AUTHORITY DO TO RECOVER DEBT: The first actual
action the Authority can take is to either acquire an attachment

f0  earnifigs order or a distress warrant. ©OF 4 - deduction ffom
Incsme  Supdort. Thi=z ie doné 1n the Maglstrates Cours.

Tty having acouired an order can put

WHAT THEN' The Local Aunr p i
L *hacan st bkl pay vl a‘dedt Defore - they

.
ines orace , but a Teb
take e::e =~

CAN A DISTRESS WARRENT BE GRANTED WHILST I AM SUBJECT TO AN
ATTACHMENT TO EARNINGS ORDER: No, attacahment to earnings, benefit

A bd o dua

deductions and distress cannot be used tcgether.

HOW MUCH WiLLig i BE FORCED TO-PARY: -Attachment o  eargiags -ear
beneri+= or distress can beé used tg . reccver all 'or.-part . of & your
debt. You will alsoc have %0 pay Tthe costgs of acquiring and
CAryying gur of the origr.

CAN: I BE FINED FOR NOT PAYING ' .THE  POLL" FAX: No-. the  Bivyy
thiee foY Nt DPAVIOOwAre attachpnent or _eaArnNiInNg . s  deguetions
ro tncome Suppore,  distress and imprisonment. However, the

- sl - o

quBeticn " of fipes cac arise ulider the dufty of a Debtor *e supply
intormar:on Yo their Local Authority.

A DeaPrcy  who "has a'biability order. aglignsS:t Xhem must sUpply
ffiformacion . on cpoints . relaved to earnings -(see ttachament «tc
Farsinos belcw) -and Joint anc sevekal Jilabllity. Failure : to
SuNDiy such 1n*”*mat1:n can result in a maximum fine . of £100, "t

supply of false information may result 1n a maximum fine of £400.




DISTRESS

WHAT IS DISTRESS?

Distress is 4&n ancient remedy that involves the seizure of a
debter s coods and preperty in order that they ca&n be sold off o
pay a debt.
The  origins. of distrass gp back te the early middle . ages when
private disputes were often settled by one person seizing and
carrving off the propertyiof another Jdn retaliation Ior a gsal. or
surposed - wrong: -~ ‘private® Justice av 1ts erudesc. 2y . 12617 _the
situat:n had become so disorderly that the King czlled a primitive
tyoe cf rliament (well at least as primitive as our current one)
tcge“:er at Malborough and passed a law known as the Statute of
MalBoreuch. This held that in futurergoods €ENIQ NOL D Seizeqd ax
will but. the permi@sion of a court has to be abtained. 1. law
Wae thé crigin.of the nodern laws ~ Well mostly lI9th century. or
earlier - concerning the seizure of. goods.
The seisure of coods £ pay off -a debt is Kknown ag a cistrees - and
£he perstn-or bo@y seizing the gooas is sald to . lewy” dISKTress
againssithe goods or o 'distrain’ the goods @f Lle gebtor.
The « famous judge Lord Depning sescribed distress ds ' 'an . archaig
remedy’ . He was rignt. The Law Commission in fact recommended
TEoke ol WelaRBhR. B ol s B o L (S Much of the law surrounding Qistregss 15
vers =i snd- it . cannot. be predicted for Cercain Dow 4 cgurt " migat
inser—=ar 1% ‘todae, “THe reashis for the uncexrtainty are CTWo-I0id.
Fiaeeeie “moet  lawVers nNever:nave any th¢n" to. 4o With distess as
+heir effarts are ccncerned with obtaining a favoursble verdict
£or +#heir clien= in ccurt - not what happens after the judgement.
Seccnély, the pecple wno are likely to have their goods seized are
amers the “leasr ‘'likely. ever to be able tp afisrd ' tlhe  £OS of
legailv " challenging ‘anything to do with tHe disiess —  and many
cases are set<tled before the goods are actually seized. A a
result ' many of the issues have never Deen eXamined Dy the courts
to dewermine exactly what the law means today.

N<I8 DISTRESS USED?

can be used to recover the cost of rent owed to a
v fotrtunpatd (Pates or taxes, ‘'for owtstandling debts, ;and
very of civil damages or unipaid fines.
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WHO SEIZES THE QDY

of phvsicaily seizing the goods is usually carried out

The prscess

by bailiffs. Once a cour= crder has been obtained to seize goods

bailiffs go *+o the residence of the debtcr (or business premises
if +he debtcr runs a business) to seize gocds which may be found.
Thece are +then +taken to be sold off at an auction +to +try 'and
reccver the money owed.




Most bailiffs are employed by private firms who are hired out by
the part seeking to recover the debt. Some local authorities may

also employ their own bailiffs. As well as seizing gogods t“ ey may
aiso carry ocut.svictions. 1IhSs High Couss alco emnloys prrigers toO

recover debts and property and carry out evictions, although they
are not involwved.in Poll Taxk:debts. ot supr--lnglj, Bailiifts . .are
expecting business to boom. At the same time they are going to

ettraordinayy - ledgths . to try and CVHV1nc= Pecple thac:  they are
socially aware and not "the heavy mob"

To -~ practice +as . . a. baillifs a  persch . ..must ' have .no riminal
convictions and must have been granted a certificate by a County
cour< Juaqe. To ‘ob¥ain a cexr~ificaze, a’pallifif migt have £10000
in. 4 bank cuun; 2z 1nsur=nce -and must have a knowledge o0f the

In. brachice, however,. bailiffs are widely held tor offen . ahuse
their '‘powers: by playing on the ighorance Qf the - people . wnoss
property . thev come to seize and by claiming powers they do not
e 18 there:cre cruycial: T thak thepe 18 wider
unierstanding of - bailiffs, What they can ang cannot do dnd  what
legal sters you can take 1f they do not act accordaing to the law.

S ad e e W

~~~~

WHEN WILL A LOCAL AUTHORITY APPLY FOR AN ORDER FOR DISTRESS?

As with a2l other remedies, it is at the discration.of ti local
aftthcrik> 2% +o whether they send in the ‘balfdifcs, Scme Local
aggkhoricies mav' d@dcpt a poliecy of Jpv using Dailiflis where: Loe
ner=on iz, for example; & single pazent or disanled.. However, -ait
must-he remembered that any such rules are merely policy declsions
and the czuncil may change its mind and alter tlhe rules,when new
ccuncillors are elected fcr example

Locz] Au<hori+ies are likely to apply for a distress warrant where
thev think there is no other way of obtaining the money.

HOW DOES A LCCAL AUTHORITY OBTAIN A WARRANT OF DISTRESS?

il

¥ obtasifis an order for dlstrecs by applying to

B laock: authcrie

the Magisvratas COMET, Your lgcal aLthO ity may inform yeu.  that
theav. hearing 45 taking place. Dbut they are not obliged ©o. teld
you, so +he order mav be obtained in your absence. it ds. more
likely, shewever, thas you will receive a letter from nyour local
authority 'saing that they will be seeking a warrant unless you pay
up before a certain date

CAN I SELL MY PROPERTY BEFORE THE BAILIFFS ARRIVE?

You can sell or give away your prcperty before the warrant  ‘for
distress is issued. <

However  cnce +he warrant has been issued a gift of property to
friends or relatives becomes inetfZective and the bailiffs can




still seize the property - assuming they can find them, Only a
sale to a person prior to notice of the distess will be effective.

The risk 1is,  of  gourse, 1f gogds are sgld or  given away to
friends, that the buyer is then legally free to sell or dispose ot

them as they choose.

CAN BAILIFFS BREAK DOWN THE FRONT DOOR?

No = bailiffs are not allowed to gain entry by breaking down the
outer door of a dwelling house.

f entry are rather like those <traditonally
es - they have to be 1nvited in or allowea
e property, or find an already opren door or

Indeed, thelr powers
associated with wvampl
in by an oectpsn: Ot €
window.
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entitled to -apply forece by lifing a lateh or turning
to see if they can open a door but they are not
e force to break open a door which 1s locked or
them. The origins of this rule of law go back €0
(1602) which held that no power to bresk wpen an
a dweiling house existed for what would be tecday's
d.civyl cCase, From khis principle the familiar
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WHAT 'SHOULD I DO IF I THIBRK THE BAILIFFS ARE COMINGY

Trv to ensure that you have at least one other adult present with
veu when t0e bailiffs argive. Thig.could.be anvbeody, & Telative,
neighbour,  friend, lawyer or legal adviser, or a minister of
reiigion. If you are cerzain of a time you could even invite
representatives of the press or media to be pre=eqt. Youare also
entitled to tate photographs or film the . bailiffs who call.

I A




It is important to have somebody present to act 45 & wWwitness  '1n
+he event of a bailiff becoming violent or committing some other

unlawtul act. Make a note of anything the bailiffs say or any
powers they claim - and make sure your witness is in earshot.

If bailiffs carry out an unlawful act or do something of which you
have grounds tc complain, you will need evidence 0 DAacZ up - YOuUr
cemplaint. This is provided by the account of the wiitness who

saw or experienced the particular events concerned.

Make a record as soon as possible, 1in writing, after the bailiffs
have called, listing what occured, date it and make a note cf the
€ime..  IL any.mate oncerning the distress becomes contentious
vou may be able to refer to suca a ncte - but only if it was made
within a few hours of the events concerned.

\wdd o 4d

WHAT GOODS ARE EXEMPT FROM DISTRESS?

Cer—a2in categcries of goods cannot be gseizeqd by  bailiffs *~
derending on the kind of debt that has resulted in them being sent
in Seizure of goods by bailiffs was a possible course of action
availanie *6 & . locai autherity under the o0ld rating Syscem,
althcugh there appear to be no reported cases where the scocpe of
he ' 1967 Ac:t wWas ever testedq. Under the old ratifhg system thHe
oniy goods which definitely appear to have been exempt were dJas,
jater snd electrical +fit¥ings and railway Tolilmg stack (the
lat=er bLeing a throwback to the old days of railway companies
obtaining private Acts ©of Parliament and the exemption never
having been repealied but merely reproduced in each Act).
indar +he Poll Tax +he legislation states that goods "protected
by any enactment" are exempt and this is normally interpreted as
inciuding clcthes, Ledding (incluadinc the bed) and tocolis of the
deb=ors +trade cr profession to the value of £130. In times past,
this provision applied to manual tools as it can de todav with =
carsenzer's or electrician's toolboX, the object of the exemption
beingy +to -ensurs that  the debtor cculd have some means of
sursortiag dependentcs, Today there appears to be no reascn why
ther goods and proper=y should be not exempt - eg. a calculator
for an accountznt, law books for a lawyer, a t]“ewr**-- ot i |
precessional Writer etc

There are also cer<zin other categories which are exempt from
gsei-ure. The two most important arse

qoods which are fixed to the floor or sttachea - to

B FIZIURES = O

+he fabric of the building are exempT 110 distress. Basically,
only items that can be removed without damaging or altering the
actuzal struc=urs of +the building class as "goocds'. For example,
ba+ths. built in wardrstes, cupboards., certain and built in hobs or
stoves, Rilns furnaces, cauldrcns, windows, shutters, doors and
built in wall seating are all examples of items that could Dbe
immune from ha &lucches of a bailiff if they fall' 1nte the
categoly. of fixtures. Probably, the best test to determine




whether an item should be classed as a fixture 1s to consider
whether the item is the kind of item you would take away with you
if you moved house or whether it would remain as part of. Tthe
property for the use or benefit of a subsequent ocC upier.

3 GOODS EELONGING TO OTHER PEOPLE - goods that belong <o
relatives, (other than a husband or wife) friends or other people
(whether individuals or companies) are exempt from distress. This
is very important exception as many ilimpcrtant items in a family
home may be rented, - on hire purchase from an HP company, on a
conditional sale agreement, or loaned to the debtors. Bailiffs

cannot lawfully take these items away from a house. IFf €hey. QO
thev can be held liable in law. |

One problem that will emerge will be determining ownership 1f
distress warrants are brought on a large scale. It 1s: suUupr:sing9
that hire purchase companies have not taken up tiais 1ssue as vet,
they will undoubtedly beccme involved 1f goods on HP are removed

in‘error.

In addi+tion, where households are shared, added problems will
arise as the Poll Tax rests on individual liability. Where a
numoer oL adiults shire & household 'bailizds could have
considerable difficulties in determining if gocds belong toc the
debtor, or which gcods should be seized to cover a particular
persons debt.

WHAT ABOUT GOODS BELONGING TO CHILDREN?

2an in the household are exempt from

Good= . belofiging ~to. chiildr

disgr-=299 Whens a ' person over 18 is liaible it is " only . their
gccds which can be seized lawiully. Toys, computer gates, TVs and
vidses - ailigan be the prorerty of under 18s and are exempt: from
distress (in Scctlané toys were sctecifically made exempt from
distress along with many household goods - presumably <o avoid
upsetting scenes which the media could highlight in full).

WHAT ABOUT GOODS ON WHICH OWNERSHIP IS SHARED?

An impcr—=ant excertion to the rule that goods belonging to another
person ares protected arises where goods are joinztly owned. where
two Dpeorlie own an item and one of them 1is in debt, Pailifis ‘can
gseize <+the goods for sale. The bailiffs take over the rights of
*¥he debtor with regard to the Droper<y. The besciway to . proteet
such goods is to transier ownership ccmpletely to the jolnt ownexr
who is not in debt, prior tc the distress warrant being granteq.

WHAT HAPPENS TO GOODS SEIZED?

Gocds seized may be left on the premises in what 1is known as a
"“walking possession" agreement. The bailiff will procbably attach
a label to the goods which are identified as being ot value and
then enguire if you are prepared to enter 1intd & walking

[




possession agreement. With a walking possessiofm agreement vyou
will be asked to sign a form promising net to dispese of the gooads

concerned. The goods are classed as being under the controcl of
the bailiff and cannot be removed or disposed of by you - although
you can use them if this does not involve damage. Belongings may

be lef+ for a further period, to allow a debEor tQ pay the  debt.
If +the debt remains unpaid at the end of the period +the bailiff
can remcve the goods and sell them at public auctilon.

If you refuse to sign such an agreement, the bailiff may remove
the property from the premises. - In theory, however, there need be
no time limit between the seizure and the sale - this was also the

position Gnder . the rates.

HOW CAN THE SALE OF GOODS BE STOPPED?

The. sale of goods may be stopped by paying, or- offering, the
appropriate &amount (including charges such as bail¥ris fees) . to
the local ' authority {(nct necessarily by the debtor). the  local
authority must ac¢cept the amount apd -the sale must not Ttake place.
The goods then have to be made availakle for collection by the
debtor.

In + such a case,. you should provide written:ngtice of payment :din
addition *to the monev or qotffer of money, Keepinig a COPYy oOf - your
let=er as evidence. 1If the sale has gone ahead unlawtully you may

£Ren be able to claim against your logal autoority.

H
WHAT AUEPRISATION MUST BAILIFFS CARRY?

The  Poil ~Tax Eafgrcement recgulations reguire balllf;- o . carry
Wwrit=en authocrisation from the local authority which must be
nroducdsd i the debtor asks for it. The Dailiffs alsc has ro give
the debtz2r. or leave at the premises where distress is leviec, a
coTy £ the eniorcement regqulations and a memorandum setting ouc
the total c'a*:rec concerned. The:debteor should also be given  a
cooy of any "walking possession agreement" or "close possession”
agreement.

WHAT IF THE BAILIFFS CAUSE DAMAGE TO MY PRCPERTY?

Because the powers of *he bailiffs are little known, « the.risk 1s
aver  Tresent +that they may &buse thelir powers 'in the  gourse at
levying &  distrass To a larce extent they tend to get by on
blufs and the fact that many people are alone when they «cail -
hence +he impocr=ance of having a witness present, wnere T &Lk
possible

However, bailiffs are excected to keep within the law, and <hey
can be liable in both civil and criminal law if they do not. For
example, 1if a bailiff damages belongs cr part of the prope BB Sk
it a bailiff strikes somebody they can be held liable.

The regulations do not appear to preclude the use of the civil

I+




courts. If a bailiff damages property through negligence or
carelessness, the bailiff could be sued through the County Court
where the ¢claim is up to £5000. This would be a civil claim and
coitld be broucht against the .local "authority or the bailiffs ¢firm
where a private company of bailiffs are employed or even the
bailiff personally. For claims of £500 or below you may be able
to  use- the Arbiftfation procedures i tHe CORNCY  Court. = RODwWI
colloquially ‘as The “‘small claims .court . The advantages of the
small claims procedure is that proceedings are relatively informal
and that there is little in the way of costs - neither side can
claim the costs of legal representation. You are entitled to tell
vour story in your gwn:werds and a registrar -~ Who actz as judge -
makxes a decision immediately.

In the case of a criminal offence - such as criminal damage where
a Bailiff deliberately or recklessly carriss gut  an . act of
vandalism, the Dbailiff can be prosecutea personally through the
Magistrates. Court in 1i1t83 crifinal capacity. Here 1%t is  whe
bailiff who will be charged with a criminal offence.

CAN I ARREST A BAILIFF?

Yes, - if ‘"mDallis f commits an arrestable offence, a citizen may
arrest the bailiff concerned. Criminal damage 1s one such offence
wit! a ma:zimum penaltv of 10 years imprisonment. However, in
pracrice a citlizens arrest ds a . risky.Ching ta do. Although the
wordiing of the régulactions on distresg for Poll Tax sugdgssts that
the distress itself may not be classed as unlawful. 18 zhe
Baili&f' attacks - s@mebkody, . thevihave a2 righe To self-defence

providing cpivoreagonarlie force is used. However, in the czase of
vioience or a breach of the peace committed by the bailiff it 1is
sutmitted +that thers may be no alternative +to be arrest the
bailiff and place the bailiff as soon as possible in the —custody
UL She police.

ARE POLICE INVOLVED -IN DISTRESS?

The Bolice de net play any par:t in the process - of distraining the
gogas  or ‘a debtor, alithougn they mav be present to prevent a
breach of the peace This could include § breach of the peace
cammitted not. just by the debtor but by a balliff,  as - submitted

CAN I APPEAL AGAINST A DISTRESS?

ved by the levy of distress (a person believing

A person aggriev
+ha+ +he tailiffs have acted outside their powers) can appeal to a
Magistrates Cour=. This richt- ds-availsble ot only to theigesgtor

but also to anycne whc may have had their goods seized by mistake,
"eg. another memiber of the family or a lodge.

To lodge an appeal you have to contact a Magistrate and aifter
giving the details of your story, reguest that a summons be sent

to the local authority to appear before a Magistrates Court.
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If the court decides that the distress was irregular it may order
that the goods seized are released and can order compensation for

any goods that have been wrongfully sold.
WHAT OTHER ACTION COULD BE TAKEN AGAINST A BAILIFF”

Private firms of bailiffs have to hold certificates in order to
practice where part of their work includes the recovery of unpaid

rent.

The Law of Distress Amendment Act 1895 provides that a bailiff can
be summoned before a County Cocurt Judge at anytime to have the
cer-ificate cancelled or declared void. This procedure appears to
be open +o anybody who has evidence or unlawful or wrongful
conduct by a bailiff. The judge may order a hearing and decide 1T

the certificate can be taken away.

Since local authorities are highly unllkely to employ bailiffis who
havae last certificares the pogsibillity of such “pRoCeeqings may

well deter profe551onal bailiffsfrom any “1mproper " cONiUCT  Qr
abuse or +their powers and tring some of the more aberrant members

of their profession under ccntrol.

WHAT IF BAILIFFS DO NOT FIND ANY OR SUFFICIENT GOODS?

1f ®Hailiffe  cannot find any or sufficientigoods to pay off the
debt,  they -‘Have tp return to the 'local aufiority wich <Tle bad
news

Under *he rating system not much effocrt was made to levy distress
as i+ was felt that the threat of imprisonment was a better mealns
of ccmpeiling payment. This may be the attitude with the Foll" Tax
where +the ©possibility of imprisonment is an option after <he
failure of bailiffs to reccver any goods.

suggested that the bailiffs must make an effort <o levy

Gl

distress before the right of the authority to try to jail a debtor
can arise - as the wording of the regulations state that it must
"appear +o the autherity that no (or insufficient) goods or tae
deh+cr can be found on which to levy the amount" - this after they
have "sought to levy an amcunt by distress"”. The wording seems to
iivly - that the bailiffs must have made some effort - it would
procably be no good if they sat in thelr van or never turned up.
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COMMITTAL HEARINGS

So far in Nottinghamshire only 3 people: have been sent down,
with the cost to the tax payer running into many thousands of
pounds. Having already failed using the courts, bailiffs and
forced deductions of wages & benefits, the council still finds
jtself with 74,000 non-—payers from last year. It is obvious
that they cannot summons everyone to court, therefore it 1is
clear that this tactic 1s only being used as a threat to
frighten the rest of us into paying. However once people know:
their rights, and the options, it is nct a tactic that -should
scare us. - | | - | | | T

It should be remembered that the council csn'anY~begin{theée
 prOCeedings after: e G R MR R T |

a) you hévé recei¢ed‘yourhliability_order, and..

b) you have received a visit,  or more likely il attar.
from the bailiffs. AR

If you get a letter from _the council ‘thréat‘er}ii‘ng_ yo-u‘_ with
prison, you have three choices: - s |

1. NOT_ _GOING TO COURT

Your case cannot be heard_invyOur absence, and you. cannot be
sentenced to prison in your absence. 11f you don't have a
reason for not attending court on the date and time they say,
the court will issue a warrant against you. However, the only

purpose of the warrant is to try and get you to attend court.
A warrant can only be issued by a council official, a ‘bailliff,
or a police officer.: THE _WARRANT HAS TO BE HANDED TO YOU 1IN

PERSON. Under NO circumstances can they force entry into your
home to serve the warrant. The police have made it clear that
chasing people over non—-payment is a low priority, and are not
keen to be involved. With hundreds of warrants -out, 1t 1is
unlikely that many of them will be served. ae e |

FOR THESE REASONS WE RECOMMEND PEOPLE NOT TO TURN UP TO COMMITTAL HEARINGS.

2.  GOING TO COURT

Wwhen in court, the council will have to prove that you knew you
had a liability order and that! the bailiffs tried to recover
the debt by taking your possessions. They also have to prove
either "wilful refusal” (i. e. youicould pay but did not)> or
“culpable neglect” (i.e. you ignored the councilts letter and
made no attempt to contact them’about your. debt>. . The court
will decide one of the followingr=' o




a) GET YOU TO PAY AN AMOUNT EACH WEEK

They will usually ask you how much a week you can afford to pay. Have an amount
ready, and be prepared to explain 'why you can only afford this amount. The
magistrates may accept this; or ask the council if. the amount is okay with them;
or set another amount themselves, depending on your income or outgoings.

b> SUSPEND YOUR PRISON SENTENCE ON THE AGREEMENT THAT YOU PAY OFF

YOUR POLL TAX BY A CERTAIN DATE

A suspended sentence means you have a certain amount of time to pay of § your Poll

Tax bill in a number of instalments. However if you fail to make the agreed
repayments on time, you will either have to go back 1o court to explain why you
stopped paying, or you could be sent to prison for the length of time they

sentence you. If you have paid some of the debt your sentence will be reduced.

c) SEND _YOU TO PRISON

'Théy 'wi"l_--l pbob,a’bly only send ‘peo.'p-ie‘ to prison, who éteadfastiy refuse to pay.

Although the maximum sentence is 90 days, the vast majority who have been sent to
prison have been sentenced to between 7-28 days. This is not a criminal offence -
so if you are sent to prison you will not get a criminal record. At any time you
are in prison you can pay your outstanding debt and you will be released
immediately. 8 | | -

3. MAKING AN __ARRANGEMENT TO PAY BEFORE
GOING TO COURT 5 | ' |

. It is obviously your choice if you decide to pay, but we would not recommend this
R | | | |

a) they will probably demand more from you each week than the courts ‘would,
b) if you can't keep up these payments you will still have to go to court,
¢) ‘you have gone this far in refusing to pay - why start now?

If you, or,anfﬁodyfyou know, is being threatened with committal proceedings then

contact us immediately, because the more time we have the more help we can give.

REMEMBER: by November 1991 there had been only 4,000 committal hearings throughout
the country. Only 100 people have actually been Jjailed. According to the
government there are 18.7 million non-payers. There were 400 people jailed each
year for non-payment of the old rates. The reason there are so few people jailed
for non-payment of the Poll Tax is due to the success of our organised campaign
throughout the country. Eventually the arrears may be deemed uncollectable as 1t
will cost too much to collect them. In effect, this will mean that the debis will
be written off. If you would like to join the campaign or just want information

then contact one of the numbers below.

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

—eeiaiiicd RSN See—

CLIFTON = ' South"'No'tts Against

FOREST FIELDS

'LENTON & DUNK

RADFORD -
RUSHCLIFFE -
SHERWOOD -

STAPLEFORD - N the Poll Tax -




2eETTING UP LOCAL GROUPS

11 WORK OUT HOW TO GET FEUOFLE TO0GETHER IN
ORDER TO DECIDE WHAT A LOCAL GROUP MIGHT BE
DOING ,,, most commonly done by organising a
Fublic meeting,

21 WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO HOLD THE MEETING?
e HOW do people in yvyour local community see
their area? I .E.do people group themselves as
coming from a small string of streets, a
hamlet, an area on one side of a river etc, ?
Ideally vou need to choose a venue for the
meeting as central to that area as possible
whether it's a school (ask the caretaker ar
secretary how you book it),community centre,
village hall, library medical centre etc,

=1 WHEN WOULD YOU LIKE TO HOLD THE MEETING?
e YOoWw need to leave enough time to advertise
it properly without it seeming such a long
time away that people will forget about it

£ UWhich day of the week suits vyou best? Make
sure that there's no other regular lacal
event which w111 clash — have a locock at vour
caommunity centre/v111age hall/library to sees
what i1is on, Weekday or weekend? During the
week most peoplel are pretty exhausted one way
or the other but at the weekend it may be
harder for peocple with family committments to
come along, Generally public meetings tend
to attract more pecple Mondays — Thursdavs,

¥ What time suits you best? Are vou aiming
to attract mainly women/ older retired
Freople? If so,it might be worth putting it an
during the day when it may be easier for them
to get to it,and they'll certainly feel
safer, If vou're going for an evening meeting
remember that pecople need encugh time to eat
and sort out the kids so don't start before

/7 .30pm, (And if the meeting's early evening
or day time you may want to provide a creche
— you'll neediat least 2 people to run it, a
room near to whichever room the meeting will
take place in and tovs/video or other
activities to keep them busy!) And above all
don't forget that the SO0AFS aon telly draw
large numbers of peocple so try not to clash



with them if possible! If it's a large area,
not in a well 1it spot,or at a time aof oo,

weather conditions could vou offer lifts to
the meeting?

41 HOW WILL YOU GET FEOPLE TO THE MEETING?
v One way you won't get Fpeople is by making
them think that it's going to be a BORING
cCommittee type meeting, Is there someone Va1 ¥
can invite who might draw Feople? A lacal
celebrity,politician,priest,speakar from the
local or national Federation or from ancther
local group who cowuld inspive people? And

don't forget that most local communitbties are
not Just made up of white middle—aged &
ablebodied men — the invited speakers/chair
etc, shouwld reflect the other pecple living

in your area, be they women,black pecple,
people with disabilities, voung people,elderly
people etc !

¥ You'll need tao let the local community
“now what's happening by more than just

telling your next door neighbour! Yowu can do
= numbeyr of things:-—
E Fress Release to the local paper/

radio/television the day befare
!&Li.h&i&ﬂix.telling what,why , where,
when will be happening and giving
them a contacty number to ring for
more information,

# Froduce bright posters and go round
the local shops,library, communi ty
facilities, friendly neighbours etc
getting them put up for all to seel
The best way is really to produce a
simple leaflet spelling cut the basics
aof the meeting — if vou haven't got
a typewriter or lettraset either
write 1t in clear handwriting or visit
vyour local resource centre (addresses
in the telephone book or from the
library,citizens advice bureau etx, ),
Get enough printed up - lots of places
offer photocopying or if you want to
do mare thernp resource centres can
offer cheap aother forms of printing -—
having 1st worked out numbers for the
streets you want to contact — and beg
bribe or threaten friends,children etc,
to deliver them not pmore than a week
before the meeting,.(If vou're in a trade
union,ask — they may print them freel)



5] HOW DO YOU MAKE THE MEETING WORK?Y

e .There's a number of things to bear 1n
mind, :

¥ Youw'll need to choose a chair who can
rexplain the purpose of the meeting, introduce
the speakers,make sure that everyone who
comes gets a chance to speak and make sure
the meeting doesn't run over time -
especially important if there's a crechel

¥ If it's possible bring along a list of
telephone numbers, to be added on to at the
meeting,of peocople prepared to act as contact
points for people wanting to know more orr
simply to get involwved,.

¥ You'll need to agree where you go from

now ,perhaps electing a steering group to take
up any proposals that came up in the meeting
but whatever happens ensure that people know
what has been agreed and what should happen
next before they leave the room.Requber to
fix the date for the next meeting of the
group so that as many people as possible will
be able to come! i

¥ (And if possible try and get agreement to
affiliate to vour laoacal Federation!)

You're on your way as a local group!
And remember there are always people
around in other groups who can give
advice and support where

appropriate!

PRINTED & PRODUCED BY NOTTINGHAM WOMEN FOR
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QUESTIONS TO ASK IN COURT

Here are some questions you might like to ask in court during your case. Use those you feel happy about
and, of course, add anything you want to ask. Remember, it’s your case and you should put the Council

in the dock. It is the Council who are saying you haven’t paid your poll tax, so it’s up to them to prove
it.

If the council or the court ask, "Have you paid your Poll Tax", or any direct question like that, politely reply
that THE COUNCILMUST PROVETHAT THEY HAVEFOLLOWED REGULATIONS PROPERLY
AND THAT THE POLL TAX IS PAYABLE.

While the Council are in the dock they must answer the questions.

If they ask what your reference is, state WE WILL SHOW THE COUNCIL HAS NOT ACTED
CORRECTLY IN FOLLOWING THE POLL TAX PROCEDURES.

Ifyou know the magistrate, don’t say anything until the end as they cannot hear your case if you’re known
to them. Your case will then be adjourned.

Questions To Magistrates

1,  Doanyof the bench work for a council. If challenged, say, "They will be under pressure from their
employer to find against you and they should not sit on this case".

2,  Are any of the bench active members of a political party? If they are they might have an interest
in finding against you.

3, Are the bench sitting voluntarily, therefore do they have a view which would lead them to be
biased?

Questions To The Council About Setting The Poll Tax

The Council will say it has set a poll tax.
4,  AsKk, can I see the resolution to set the Poll Tax?

5,  Can I have time to study it?

6,  Whose signature is at the bottom?

7,  Were they entitled to sign for the Council?
8,  Was this person at the Council meeting?

9, Can I see the Council attendance record?

10, Ifyou are shown a copy of the minutes (which is likely) ask, "Can you show me the original notice of

the resolution that had to be put in writing and signed by the mover", which was Betty Higgins in
Nottingham.

11, "When was the agenda of the Council meeting sent to the Councillors?" (If it was after 26th February
1t does not comply with the Council’s standing order No.1).

12, "When did Councillor Higgins give notice of the resolution to the Lord Mayor?" (1f it was after 23rd
February it does not comply with the Council’s standing order No.2).

13, "Can I see a copy of the Council’s advert in the press saying it has passed the Poll Tax?"




14, "Can Isee a copy of my entry on the Poll Tax Register?" (i.e.name, address). If asked why say, "I want
to check it is accurate" (if it is wrong the case should be withdrawn and you should ask for costs).

15, "Which Council official signed the complaint (that I was behind on my Poll Tax) to the court?" (Section
223 of the Local Government Act says that the Council has to agree who can make the complaint).

16, "Can I see the Council resolution that gives this authorisation to the person?" (1f they show you the
minutes ask for the original resolution and again ask about how much notice was given as in

questions 11 and 12).

Questions To The Council About Sending Bills, Reminders, Etc.
17, "When was my Poll Tax Bill sent?" |

18, "Can I see proof of posting?" (the posting book or some other progf).

19, "How many bills were sent?"

20, "How are the bills made up?"

21  "dre you sure my bill came off the computer?"

22 "Could there have been a computer breakdown?"

23 "What was the result of those breakdowns?"

24  "Could there have been an error on the computer?"

25, "Could an error have been introduced after the computer was restarted?”

26, "Are you sure my bill went into the envelope?"

27, "Are you sure the financial statement went in the envelope with bill"? (1t is legally part of the bill?).
28, "Withsuch alarge numberof bills being sent out, was it possible a mistake was made?" (Repeat the same

questions for both the reminders and also ask if sufficient time was allowed for me to pay after |
was sent each reminder).

Rebates
If you have applied for a rebate and have been given the brush off by a Council official or are awaiting
an answer, raise it. There are 11,400 cases outstanding still in Nottingham, so how can they justify asking

for a liability order for the whole years amount off me.
Ask for an adjournment until they deal with your rebate.

Other Questions
29, "Can Iseea copy of my payment record?" (Don’t worry if you haven’t paid anything, we want to check
the Council figures because they may not be asking for the correct amount).

30, "Canyou givemeabreakdown of the courtcosts asyou have toshow the courtthey are reasonable”.

INSIST ON TAKING THE OATH & STATING YOUR DEFENCE.
DON’T BE PUT OFF BY ANYTHING. MAKE WHAT EVER POINTS YOU WANT TO MAKE.
IF YOU WIN ASK FOR COSTS (LOSS OF EARNINGS, EXPENSES, OTHER COSTS)




WOMEN AND THE POLL TAX DAYSCHOOL - PREPARING FOR COURT.

Ensure people know their rights.

Following the poll tax bills being issued, there will be at least one red reminder (possibly two), followed

by a summons to court. To avoid panic, it is essential that people are informed of their rights when the red

reminders and summonses are issued, and are reassured that their local anti-poll tax group will provide legal and

moral support.

Getting people to attend court.

A tactic which has proved very effective in many instances is to slow down the court process by getting as

many people as possible to attend court in person. Everyone who has been summonsed has a right to a personal

hearing, but because the poll tax court s are organised in in a similar way to the rate default courts, the

system cannot cope with any substantial number of personal hearings.
Why not produce a leaflet after the summonses have been sent out, encouraging people to go to court and

advertising a public meeting, at which people whohave received summonses can get advice? The local anti-poll tax

group needs to speak to as many of the people who have been summonsed as possible before the court hearing, to go
through the details of each case. This is important, as the council may have made an error, or the individual may
have changed address, etc., all of which can be exploited in court. If possible, get people to bring along their
poll tax bills, reminders, etc., plus any correspondence they may have had with the council.

Getting support on the day.

It's a real boost to people's morale if there are people demonstrating their support outside the court on the .
day. People in the local community should be encouraged to show solidarity with their fellow non-payers, even if
it's just for half an hour in their lunchtime. Make sure your local anti-poll tax federation and other anti- poll
tax groups in your area are aware of the court date, and pledge practical support for your area on the day. Also,
sympathetic trade unions and community organisations should be approached - get them to urge their members to go
along to the demonstration outside the court, and to take their banners, placards, etc. Publicise the event as
widel; as possible, using press releases, leafletting, etc.

At court.

Here is a suggested checklist for who/what you will need at court:-
1. Mackenzie friends. These are lay legal advisors who stand incourt with non-payers to give advice and support.
They may or may not be allowed to address the court directly. Make sure that anyone gttending court is matched up
with a Mackenzie friend, and that they know the name of their "eriend". Ue suggest you give people a slip of paper
with the name - why not make it part of a general leaflet for people on the day? Also, people appearing court
should be supplied with a list of guestions to ask in court themselves if their Mackenzie friend is not allowed

in. A standard form which the Mackenzie friend can use to take down non-payers' details beforehand is very

useful.

2. A friendly solicitor! Your local anti-poll tax federation will probably know one - try to get them along, even
if it's just to keep an eye on the proceedings.

3. Stewards for the demonstration. A large, well-organised demonstration is important - no doubt the press will be
taking an interest! Stewards can help to ensure this, and also supply liason between the courtroom and the

demonstration outside. Make sure that there are at least two stewards whose job it is to guide non-payers




appearing in court towards the anti-poll tax group's legal advisors as they arrive. Someone should be responsible
for speaking to non-payers after their hearing to make sure that they keep in touch with their local group, and
are reassured about bailiffs, etc.

4. Megaphones, stewards' armbands, leaflets to give out to the public, etc.

5. A spokesperson to deal with 'the media.

In the court.

Courts are designed to intimidate people, so some people will be nervous on the day, and may need comforting.
If possible, get someone who is confident to be taken first, or someone who has a query which could delay the
court. If you speak to the court usher beforehand, you can persuade them to take a particular person first because
of their domestic commitments.
People should be all owed in the publis gallery. This however, will be cleared if it gets too noisy, so bear

this in mind. They may limit the numbers allowed in, so make sure that the Mackenzie friends are at the head of

the queue!

After the courts.

Do your best to boost people's morale, irrespective of the outcome. Help allay any fears that they might have
if they have been issued with a liabilit order, and begin organising against the possibility of bailiffs. Why

not issue a further statement to the press, giving your version of events?

Finally, remember that other anti-polltax groups will find you experience useful, so make it available!
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- On March 5th 1990, a group of anti-poll tax campaigners
occupied the Nottingham City Council chamber on the day they
set the Poll Tax for Nottingham. 4 people were arrested an
charged with “assaulting councillors with custard pies" an

e

"obstructing the police".

Three consecutive days have been set aside for the tria
starting on Monday 26th November.

***TRAFALGAR SQUARE***
*+4BRIXTON***NORTHAMPTON****
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FIGHT THE POLL TAX!
FIGHT THE COURTY!

In Nottinghamshire, thousands of people haven’t paid their Poll Tax
and are receiving reminders and summonses. In the City, according to
the Guardian, 144,000 people haven’t paid which is 66.7%. This means
that if the City, Broxtowe and Rushcliffe Councils try to take everyone

to court 1t could take years.
To delay the process, the community anti-poll tax campaign urge all

those who’ve not paid to turn up to court for a personal appearance
when summonsed. The groups can provide legal advice and support,
please contact the names overleat.

These people need your support outside the court. The hearings take
place on Thursdays at the Guildhall. Make the effort to come along
even if it is just for half an hour at lunchtime.

Bring your banners along if you’re a member of a trade union or a
sympathetic organisation. Bring your musical instruments & whistles.
Bring your placards.

| SUPPORT THOSE NOT PAYING THE POLL TAX
THE GUILDHALIL COURTS

. BURTON STREET
i NOTTINGHAM

 onthe following Thursda);s
18th October: 9.30am onwards

Summonses from around the City
25th October:

9.30am Summonses from Gedling
1.30pm Summonses from Rushcliffe

and on the same day at Bingham Magistrates Court:

9.30am Summonses from Beeston
1.30pm Summonses from Bulwell




B ITS RALSED 4 VARIOES COURTS

(Useful expressions: justice seen to be done, mistake of fact.

You are entitled to see coplies of regulationms, practice notes, B any laws

they refer to.

Shoold
If you are diabetlc you a;: ask for a lunch break; if deaf for signer/lip

reading assistant)

1. Are bench cllrs, mbr Cons party? At Grantham insisted we raised this
WPML‘% \N_.jsasﬁ': ;o - % :
first
f) 5 iy =
2. Do they know pern . Ravse icbkei™ of Yo A&.M.l-e_lij Ko
| s A0 o
3. Conchkl set a Poll Lax: Court wanted visual proof in IoW, Pool

Rugby Northampton, Styneside,

4. Has the resolution been signed e

Who by?
Was this person at the counctil meetirg? Copy of attendance Lisk

5. Proof of the various precepts on Carf we &5k for preof or county Oue =
billi= will Dbe ab Jeast two = sprobably won't bring it

county and Barough/district/city -
1F THERE ARE PARISHES WHICH HAVE AN
ADDIRICNAL PRECEPT THIS SHCULD BE
ON BILL# REMINDER/SUMMONS inclode bkl

6. Capy ol bLla There is some MANDATORY WCHLDING THAT
Go through it line by line - what  MUST GO ON IT (Annexes to P/N 11
do all expressions mean? shows bills - although 1990 document
right down to''etc.” has more copies of bills - don't tell

court that. P/N 11, section 8.4 givves

you the quote to read out i court.

7. What was sent out with the bills? P/N 11 section 9.1 says what must be

IF COUNCIL OFFICIAL DOES NUT SAX sent out including financial reserves

THE POINIS IN 9.1 (e) and (f) do statement of extent of LA spending,
we use it in summing up to say affected by central govt, changes 1p
‘council has not abided by regs? policy elc.

Can we argue changes in community care

e poposals invalidates?
8. Has relevant statutory puolicArly

been done: Can . we %ee 1t7?




