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TRAFALGAR SOUARE DEFENDANTS' CAMPAIGN AFFILIATES
ANTI-POLL TAX

GROUPS
Abercromby APTU
Aberdeen ATPT
Abeyhill APT Group
Adswood APTU
All Scottish APT Federation
Avon Fed of APTU's
Aylesbury Vale APTU
Barnsley Campaign ATPT
Basingstoke APTU
Bath University APTU
Beacon Lough APTU
Bedminster APTU
Borstal APTU
Bridgwater APTU
Broughton APTG
Broughton/lnverleith APTU
Burnley APTU
Cambridge APT Campaign
Camden Stop The Poll Tax
Canton APT Group
Chorlton APTU
Cinderford APTU
Clapton APTU
Clifton I Hotwells APTU
Colchester ATPT
Craylands APTU
Crookesmoor ATPT
Doncaster APT Campaign
East Herts APTU
East Oxford APT
Easton APTU
Elswick & Benwell ATPT
Gravesend APTU
Greenwich ATPT
Hackney ATPT Fed
Hammersmith 8: Fulham APT
Haringey APTU
HaymarketlTolIcross APTC
Headingly APT Campaign
Heeley ATPT
Hertfordshire APT Fed
Highfields APTU
Hornsey APT A
Hunters Bar APT
lbrox-Cessnock ATPT
Isle of Dogs APTU
lslington ATPT
Kettering APTU
Kingsdown APTU
_LadyweIl APTU
Leeds Fed of APT Groups
Leicestershire APT Fed
Leith APTU
Lewisham APTU
Lincoln APT Campaign
Llandrindod APTU
London APT Fed

è Long Eaton APTC
Longsight ATPT
Merchiston/Moningside APTU
Middlesborough ATPT
Middlesex Students ATPT
Muirhouse CRAPT
Newtown APTU
Nightingale APTU
Norwich APTU
Nottingham APT Fed
Pembury ATPT
Peterborough APTU
Pitstop
Plymouth APT Fed

Pollokshields ATPT
Prestonýeld CRAPT
Pudsey APTU
Reading APT Coordination
Rochester APTU
Rotherham APT Federation
Rugby APTU
ScienneslMarchmont APTU
Sheffield ATPT '
Southville 8| Ashton APTU
Splott & Adamsdown APTU
St Albans ATPT
St Andrews APTU
St Werburghs APTU
Stamford Hill APTG
Stockbridge-Newtown APTG
Stockport APT Federation
Strood APTU
Sunderland Central APTG
Sutton ATPT
Swindon APT Fed
TME Cmte. of the Belper APTU
Taunton Deane APTU
Tower Hamlets ATPT
Town Fields & Wheatley APT
Undercliffe APTU
Victoria APTU
W10fW11 APT Campaign
Waltham Forest No Poll Tax
Wandsworth ATPT
Warrington APTU
Watford APTU
West Hampstead APTU
Winchester ATPT
Wirral APTF
York Against the Poll Tax

TRADE UNIONS
Barnsley TUC
Barrow Trade Union Council
Bath TUC
Bloomsbury Nalgo lHealthl
Brighton, Hove&District TUC
CPSA, DHSS Central Branch
Camden Teachersô Assoc
Camden Trades Council
East London Teachers Ass

lNUTl
GMBA TU 200
Hackney Nalgo --
Hammersmith 8: Fulham TC
Haringey TUC
Haringey Nalgo lLocal Gov.l
Hyndburn TUC
Knowsley Nalgo
Lambeth TUC
Leeds Area Teachersó Ass. NU
Leicester & District TUC
Llanelli Trades Council
MSF 245 Branch
MSF St. Pancras Branch
Newcastle U.T. TUC
Newton Aycliffe & District TU
North Staffs. Trades Council
Rank and File Teachers
Swindon TUC
Southwark Trades Council .
T&GWU Region No. 1
TGWU 1/250 London Taxi

Drivers
TGWU 6/538
Tameside Nalgo
Tameside TUC
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V.O. Branch NALGO
Wirral Trades Council
Wisbech and District TUC
Yorks Trade Council

Other Organisations
Advisory Service for Squatters
Bradford ABC
Class War Federation
Cleveland NCCL Group
Deptford DAM & IWA
East London Red Action
Greenleaf lOarterlyl
Hackney CDA
Hackney Solidarity Group
Hammersmith SWP
Harringay Senior Citizens CC
International Socialist League
Lancaster Anarchists

Anonymous
Leeds ABC
Leeds Anarchists
Lewisham Women & Empl.

Pro].
Liverpool Anarchists
London ABC
London Anarchist Communist

Fed
London Greenpeace
London Institute Student

Union
London Labour Briefing
London RCG
Manchester Class War
Manchester Socialist Outlook
Mutual Aid Centre
NUS London
Newham Green Party
Northern Counter-Information
'!2t*i'1ah.a."2 .Á.e.fsnas E9'19- - -

Oxford PTRSG
Plymouth Solidarity Group
Plymouth Sutton Labor Party
SE Region DAM
Southampton Anarchists
Southampton Class War
Stirling Anarchists
Sunpower Books & Crafts
The Inmates
ULU
Unemployed Workers Charter
Workers Power

Overseas Organisations
Agappa
Autonome Bibliothek
Brand lmagazinel
Blitz Bookshop
Coffee-shop Bollocks
Ermittlungsausschuss
La Procedure
Nabate
Network
Uitkeringsgerechtigden
Odessa Helsinki Group
Ravage (Newspaper)
Viva
Warzone
Wolnitza

Plus many, many
individuals.

Apolgies if your
organisation has been left
out. Of course if you haven't
affiliated ............ ..

I/We wish to affiliate to the Trafalgar
Square Defendantsó Campaign:
Z
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.................................. .. Phone:
Oontact Person:

ame of Organisation/Individual:

E
Ã5 ð Local,

e enclose .. Ã10 ð District,
Ã25 -ð Regional &

TUs
Donations desperately needed, more than ever
with people facing possible life sentences in the
Crown Courts.

Trafalgar Square Defendantsó Campaign
c/0 Haldane Society of Lawyers, 205 Panther
House, 38 Mount Pleasant, London WC1X OAP

Tel: 071-833-8958
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This winter the Campaign has
moved forward on all fronts - it
has been a challenging period,
reyvarding but also exhausting!

 THE ocroesn 20th
PRDTESTS

October 20th was a great show of
anti-poll tax strength, 25 - 30,000
attending the London APT March
(called by the TSDC and organised by
the London APT Federation), and with
2,000 and 3,500 taking part in the 2
TSDC solidarity feeder marches and
pickets before and after. The movement
was back on the streets and clearly
supporting the March 31st defendants
and prisoners.

Our Legal Back-up and Monitoring
system (including video crews) for the
day's events was put to the test by the
police attack at Brixton Jail, and worked
magniýcently. We were able to log and
support all 120 arrested and organise an
immediate and successful press
conference (supporting the
demonstrators and attacking police
violence), and publish a detailed Report
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booklet within a week. We organised
pickets of the court hearings for the next
fortnight.

This was enormous progress all
round from the aftemath of March 31st,
and to a great extent succeeded in
embarrassing and discrediting the media
and authorities, and their attempts to
smear and criminalise the movement.

DEFENCE WORK
Following the above events, dozens

of new defendants began to attend
meetings and visit our office (now
staffed full time by volunteers) to help
or get support. Our Oct 20th video
evidence was made available for
viewing and for use in trials. We needed
to monitor 15 - 20 hearings weekly up to
the end of the year, including of course
March 31st trials. There were some
successes, but crown court appearances
meant some heavy sentences also.

Meanwhile the Prisoners Group was
set up and has ensured maximum,
systematic support for all those inside
and regular updated details of those
inside distributed. A special tribute must
be made to support campaigns in
Holland and Italy for dutch and Italian
prisoners, arrested at Brixton and held
on remand - within a month, 15 benefits
were organised, Ã10,000 raised as surety,
and protests held.

GRANTHAM SOLIOARITY
The first jailing of a non-payer (for

21 days) in December led to frenetic
activity and co-operation by the TSDC,
the ABAPTF and above all the local
APTU (Grantham) who called a national
demonstration for 15th December in the
town. With 4 days notice, TSDC
provided full, effective, legal back-up
and monitoring for the 800 marchers and
the later 100-strong prison picket. We
also mobilised for the event, produced a
special TSDC Grantham Bulletin, and
provided speakers at rallies before and
after.

1991 SERIOUS TRIALS
Crown Court cases and March 31st

óriotô trials at the Old Bailey have now
started, and involve a great deal of
preparation and support.

March 23rd - National
. Anti-Poll Tax

Demonstration.Central
London

We are already planning and
preparing an effective Legal Back- up
System for the day, and also of course to
ensure there willbe full publicity and
solidarity for all the APT defendants and
prisoners.



2 STAND FIRM

CAMPAIGN TSDC: OPEN MEETINGS
WEEKLY, WEDNESDAYS, 7pm
Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq, London

. jó__

After Oct 20th support for the
Campaign has grown a lot with scores of
new affiliations - obviously from
APTUs, but also notably from labour
movement bodies, and organisations
abroad. Weôve raised about Ã15,000 of
our Ã50,000 target so far.

THE ANTI-POLL TAX

National Solidarity
Conference

We are now working with other
defence campaigns, black and Irish
organisations, civil liberties groups and
labour movement bodies to publicise
and organise the February 9th
Conference. Weôll also be producing and
circulating a Report of this event.

MOVEMENT
Naturally we rely on the regional and

national federations, the ó3Dô
We hope we are achieving some of

independant APT network, and affiliated
APTs to spread TS DC information. It
was a major issue at the November
ABAPTF national conference where
Federation officials agreed to distribute
the special TSDC Conference Packs
we'd prepared for delegates, but
unfortunately and inexplicably opposed
ABAPTF affiliation to the Campaign
and other constructive proposals for

what is needed - we recognise that none
of us can be complacent about the tasks
on the way to victory in the APT
struggle, and also to defend the right to
demonstrate. Please contact us with your
thoughts and ideas - we don't pretend to
have all the answers!

We call on all supporters to affiliate,
publicise and most importantly
participate in local and national defence

WC]. All welcome.
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working together.

' g THE OCTOBER 20th

work, and the TSDC.

PROTESTS
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October 20th saw the first big antiðpoll tax demonstration in
London since the huge demonstration and óBattle of Trafalgaró on
on March 31st Last year. On August 4th at a TSDC National
Defendantsó Meeting, it was decided to initiate a London APT
march on Oct 20th, and to organise events to support all those
arrested and imprisoned after March 31st.This was to be
accompanied by two International Days Of Action,19/20 October..

It was agreed that it was necessary to
demonstrate clearly that we cannot let
our demonstrations be provoked and
brutally attacked by the police,a
blatantly political attempt by the state to
drive us off the streets,and frighten
others away from demonstrating freely.
October 20th showed that the
government and their police lackeys
have failed to deter us - their move has
backfired and has simply created more
resistance.

The TSDC organised two specific
events on the day highlighting the plight
of those arrested and imprisoned after
March 31st, and to give the Anti-Poll
Tax movement the opportunity to show
solidarity with the defendants. Activists
began early with a 1500-strong lively
and noisy picket of Horseferry
magisuates at 10.00am, scene of many
a show trial and poll tax summons
z(largest court picket for 40 years).

A TSDC feeder march from the court
met up with the large demonstration in
Kennington park organised by the
London Federations, and marched on to
a rally of over 20,000 people in
Brockwell park,Brixton.From the rally
3,500 demonstrators continued onto a
second picket at. Brixton prison where
four anti-poll tax protesters were being
imprisoned -- the biggest prison demo
in 20 years.

The events which followed clearly
showed once again the lengths to which
the state and police will go to attempt to
criminalise and attack the ant.i- poll tax
movement. The TSDC organised a legal
Back-up and monitoring systein t.o
coordinate and support the marches and
pickets. lts purpose was to provide legal
information before the march, legal
support in case of arrests (and
subsequent back-up),and most
importantly, 60 volunteers to carry this
out and monitor police tiirties. To do

this the volunteers used still and video
cameras,extensive note-taking, witness
statements and a network of
communication via cell-phones,
inegaphones, a 48 hour coordination
office, solicitors and doctors.

Throughout the main march police
were observed making provocative
comments,adopting a high profile
prescence,and following protestegs
within the march itself. Approximately
3500 people marched to Brixton prison.
Despite march organisers having met
with police three times to confirm the
routes, times and preparations,and
having given us assurances there would
be no órematchô for Trafalgar Square,this
in fact seemed to be exactly what
happened.

At 4.15pm the march arrived at
Brixton prison. By 4.30 pm, the police
began making violent and random
arrests; the crowd was now hemmed-in

óI

on three sides, riot police could be seen
massing in side streets and some
protesters left. At 4.57 pm about 50 riot
police charged into the now sturounded
crowd, batoning people indiscriminately.
Megaphones were taken from TSDC
stewards.

From this point onwards,riot and
uniformed police, supported by vans
moved in making violent arrests, forced
marchers into Brixton centre where
marchers were again hemmed-in and
attacked. The tube station was closed.
This continued and people were
harassed, assaulted and force-marched
for a mile down Brixton road to Oval
tube station.

A PRE-PLANNED ATTACK!
Why did the police decide to

violently attack a demonstration one
hour before it was due to end? Why was
no attempt made to enable people to
peacefully disperse? Clearly the police
had planned and prepared to provoke
and attack,selecting the Brixton
picket.The decision to disperse the
picket took place almost immediately
after people had arrived. Police
withdrew liason officers, the march was
prevented from dispersing peacefully
and (as we dicovered later) Horseferry
court had been block-booked in advance
for October 22nd. Deployments of at
least 3,000 police, the use of riot squads
and vans, indicate military-style
preparations for war or, in the jargon, óa
serious public order situationô. Whose
order?! 120 people were arrested mostly
on ópublic orderô charges.

OUR RESPONSE
Following October 20th two press

conferences were held by TSDC to
present a coherent and truthful account
of the day's events, in the light of the
hundreds of witness statements,video
film and legal volunteer reports. The
first was held the next day, with a large
press attendance. TSDC gave a detailed
chronology of what happened,the
tactics used by the police, eye-witness
accounts by participants incuding those
injured. The second press conference
presented a preliminary report and
showed a video-film of the prison
picket,which was subsequently shown
on television news. . 1

This new approach to the media and
press did much to counter the obvious

lies,propaganda and media crap which
we sa_w after March 3lst,and put the
Met. Police on the defensive. Obviously
this approach wonôt prevent the media
deliberately putting over police and
govemment versions of events; however
it is important that we not only
demonstrate against the poll tax but also
against the attempts to deny us our right
to demonstrate free of police attacks.
The police may have backed down on
their threat to ban future marches but
they hope toruse ópublic orderô
legislation as a ineans of controlling
popular dissent.

Much can be learnt from October
20th,not least our renewed resistance to
oppressive legislation and policing. The
legal support system and a coordinated
approach to the media gave us the
chance to defend our right to
demonstrate. However, to give effective
legal support for the coming
demonstration in central London on
March 23rd 1991, we need to work with
all anti-poll tax groups,unions and
federations so that every group of
marchers is aware of collectively
defending each other and providing
coordinated legal support on the scale
that. will be iiecdcd.

From the outset it was agreed that
stewarding denionstrations must be itself
a democratic process, especially by

NEWS ss; Ã232 . . . . . i """""demonstrators themselves, and that
stewards were not there to control
protesters (as we have seen ,the policeôs
idea of ópublic orderôenforces that
ócontrolô), but rather to give coordinated
support, legal liason and to facilitate
effective communication on actions
such as marches and pickets.

INTERNATIONAL
SDLIDARITY J

The TSDC also iniated 2 days of
international action (19/20th October) in
support of poll tax defendants.The
response was heartening, with actions in
many countries including Scotland,
France, Poland, Switzerland, Germany,
Netherlands, Greece, Norway and
Australia. The intemational support the
defendants received shows how widely
known the anti-poll tax movement has
become.

As part of the struggle to
get rid of the hated tax,
demonstrations are vital.
They show us the confidence
and strength of our
movement and show how
determined we are to make
our voices heard.

PRISON ERS LETTERS
Dear TSDC,
How can I express my gratitude to the new cabinet for the early gift of a New Years

Honour (49 days in jail, Assault. Ed) in recognition of the very occassional objections
raised by myself Re; The Community Charge? -

It was plain from the start of the trial that the State had gone to great lengths in
fabricating an extraordinary tapestry of intrigue out of an every day Oxford Street scene. I
can only send my sympathies to the chief prosecution witness for any traumas he might
have suffered during the case and hope that his conscience is not too trampled to stand up
to my appeal. It was great to have many friends and supporters at court throughout -
Only sorry that it ended up with a guilty verdict and a half-dozen probationary cops
muscling in on the gallery.

I was on my way to the Scrubs but it was full house there so I ýnd that I'm here at
Latchrnere. It seems to have dodged the suicide statistics that have plagued Brixton and
elsewhere this year md it's actually possible to live 2 to a cell plus a fair bit of association.
Friends visited on Friday and TSDC organised a radio and newspapers. With help like
this I can ýght the isolation thatl am supposed to accept in place of the right to protest
at the brutal arrest of a man on the 31st!

Greetings, yuletide or not, to all other Poll Tax hostages - Stick together on the wrong
side of the wire - share what limited comforts come your way - send reports to the TSDC
ofýce (like, what kind of facilities do they have for helicopters?). And help each other in
the struggle against the systematic criminalisation of the poor. There are 10's of thousands
of people outside continuing the ýght. P.S. How are they going to make room for "all the
deserters that are bound to be charter-shipped back from the Gulf?

L Alistair Mitchell










