
TRAFALGAR SQUARE DEFENDANTS' CAMPAIGN AFFILIATES

APT'$
Abercromby APTU
Aberdeen ATPT '
Abbeyhill APT Group
Adswood APTU
All Scottish APT Federation
Avon Fed of APTUôs
Aylesbury Vale APTU
Barnsley Campaign ATPT
Basingstoke APTU
Bath University APTU
Beacon Lough APTU
Bedminster APTU
Borstal APTU
Brent APT
Bridgwater APTU
Bristol Healthworkers APT
Broughton APTG
Broughton/lnverleith APTU
Burley APTU
Burnley APTU
Cambridge APT Campaign
Camden Stop The Poll Tax
Canton APT Group
Cholsey APT
Chorlton APTU
Cinderford APTU
Clapton APTU
Clifton I Hotwells APTU
Colchester ATPT
Crawley APT
Craylands APTU
Crookesmoor ATPT
Doncaster APT Campaign
Downs Estate APTU
E.DuIwich APTU
East Herts APTU
East Oxford APT
Easton APTU
Elswick & Benwell ATPT
Frome APTG
GAPTA
Gravesend APTU
Green Lanes APT
Greenwich ATPT
Hackney APTU
Hackney ATPT Fed
Hammersmith Fulham APT Fed
Haringey APTU
Haymarket/Tollcross APTC
Headingly APT Campaign
Heeley ATPT
Hertfordshire APT Fed
Highfields APTU
Hornsey APT
Hounslow APTU

Huddersfield APTU
Hunters Bar APT
lbrox-Cessnock ATPT
Isle of Dogs APTU
lslington ATPT
Kettering APTU
Kilburn APT
Kingsdown APTU
Ladywell APTU
Leeds Fed of APT Groups
Leeds Gen Infirmary APTG
Leicestershire APT Fed
Leith APTU
Lewisham APTU
Lincoln APT Campaign
Liverpool University APTU
Llandrlndod APTU
London APT Fed
Long Eaton APTC
Longsight ATPT
Merchiston/Morningside APTU
Middlesborough ATPT
Middlesex Students ATPT
Mildmay APT
Milton Gardens APTU
Muirhouse Community Res APT
Newtown APTU
Nightingale APTU
Norwich APTU
Nottingham APT Fed
Pembury ATPT
Peterborough APTU
Pitstop
Plymouth APT Fed
Pollokshields ATPT
Prestonýeld 81 District CR-APT
Pudsey APTU
Reading APT Coordination
Rochester APTU
Rotherham APT Federation
Rugby APTU
Sciennes/Marchmont APTU
Sheffield ATPT
Silverdale APTU
Southside APTU
Southville 81 Ashton APTU
Splott & Adamsdown APTU
St Albans ATPT
St Andrews APTU
St Werburghs APTU
Stamford Hill APTG
Stockbridge-Newtown APT Group
Stockport APT Federation
Strood APTU
Sunderland Central APTG
Sussex Poll Tax Resisters
Sutton ATPT ..

I/We wish to affiliate to the TSDC:
Name of organisation/individual:

Address....................... ..

Contact person: .......... ..

We enclose Ã............ ..

Donations desperately needed for welfare of the Pol
Tax prisoners. Ã............ ..

.............................................IIIIIIIi5}Ä'ÃÄÄ{i=;IIIIIIII.IIIIIII..III.I
Ã5 - Local
Ã10 - District
Ã25 Regional & TU's

Trafalgar Square Defendantsó Campaign
c/o 205 Panther House, 38 Mount Pleasant, Londo S

WC1 N OAP
Telephone 071 833 8958

óI

Swindon APT Fed
TME Cmte. of the Belper APTU
Taunton Deane APTU
Tottenham APT
Tower Hamlets ATPT
Town Fields 8| Wheatley APT
Undercliffe APTU
Victoria APTU
W10lW11 APT Campaign
WALAPTU
Waltham Forest No Poll Tax
Wandsworth ATPT
Warrington APTU
Warwick & Leamington APTU
Watford APTU
West Hampstead APTU
Winchester ATPT
Wirral APTF
York Against the Poll Tax

Trade Ul'IlOI'lS
AEU' Colchester
Barnsley TUC
Barrow Trade Union Council
Bath TUC
Bath Trades Union Council
Bloomsbury Health Branch Nalgo
Brighton, Hove 8| District TUC
CPSA, DHSS Central Branch
Camden Teachersô Association
Camden Trades Council
E. London Oil Trades TGWU
East London Teachers Ass (NUT)
GM BA TU 200
Hackney Nalgo
Hammersmith 8| Fulham TC
Haringey Nalgo Local Gov. Bra.
Haringey TUC
Hyndburn TUC
Kilburn 1/724 TGWU Branch
Knowsley Nalgo
Lambeth TUC
Leeds Area Teachersó Ass. NUT
Leicester & District TUC
Llanelli Trades Council
MSF 245 Branch
MSF St. Pancras Branch
NALGO, Greenwich
NALGO, Leicestershire
Newcastle Poly SU
Newcastle U.T. TUC
Newton Aycliffe 8| District TUC
North Staffs. Trades Council
Rank and File Teachers
Southwark Trades Council
Swindon TUC
TGWU 1/250 London Taxi Drivers
TGWU 6/538
TGWU Neasden 1/1938 Branch
TGWU Region No. 1
Tameside Nalgo
Tameside TUC
V.0. Branch NALGO
Wirral Trades Council
Wisbech and District TUC
Yorks Trade Council

Other Groups
Advisory Service for Squatters
Bradford 1-in-12 Club
Bradford ABC
Cambridge Anarchist Group
Chumbawamba
Class War Federation
Cleveland NCCL Group
Deptford DAM 8| IWA
Deptford Labour Party
East London Red Action
Federation of Claimants Unions
Gabalfa Labour Party
Greenleaf (Quarterly)
Hackney CDA
Hackney Solidarity Group
Hammersmith SWP
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Haringey Unwaged Centre
Haringey Senior Citizens CC
Hither Green Labour Party
International Socialist League
Lancaster Anarchists Anonymous
Leeds ABC
Leeds Anarchists
Lewisham Women 81 Empl. Pro].
Liverpool Anarchists
London ABC
London Anarchist Communist Fed
London Greenpeace
London Institute Student Union
London Labour Briefing
London RCG
Manchester Class War
Manchester Socialist Outlook
Mutual Aid Centre
NUS London
Newham Green Party
Northern Counter-Information
Nottingham Defence Fund
Oi Polloi
Oxford PTRSG
Plymouth Solidarity Group
Plymouth Sutton Labour Party
Reading Anarchist Group
SE Region DAM
Sheffield Univ Students Union
Southampton Anarchists
Southampton Class War
Stirling Anarchists
Stirling Univ Anarchist Group
Sunpower Books 81 Crafts
The Inmates
UK Resist
ULU
Unemployed Workers Charter
Woodford Green Peace Group
Workers Power
Wrekin Syndicalists

Overseas
Agappa
Autonome Bibliothek
Blitz Bookshop
Brand (magazine)
Coffee-shop Bollocks
Ermittlungsausschuss
La Procedure
Nabate
Network Uitkeringsgerechtigden
Odessa Helsinki Group
Ravage (Newspaper)
Schwartz Markt
Soýa Anarchists
Viva
Warzone
Wolnitza

And many, many
individuals.
Apologies to any group
whose name has been
inadvertantly omitted.

Of course, if you haven't
yet affiliated...
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PICKET!
The TSDC Prisonersó

Support Group is now
holding regular monthly
actions in support of all the
poll tax prisoners and to
demand a complete amnesty
and compensation. These
actions will take place on the
first Saturday of every
month and, in London will
focus on picketing those
prisons that are holding the
poll tax hostages.
The idea is to keep up

public pressure on the
authorities to give a
complete amnesty to the poll
tax protesters. Why not do
something in your area? See
page 6 for ideas of what you
could organise locally.
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STANDING FIRM: A steady stream of prison pickets over
the last year has been a successful tactic in highlighting the
plight of the poll tax prisoners. This one was at Pentonville
last year - lets keep up the pressure until they're released.

POLL TAX VICTORIES - NOW WE DEMAND...

THREE YEARS of mass non-payment
and non co-operation, community
organisation and protest has achieved
some resounding victories. The
government has been forced to
ñpromiseò to scrap the Poll Tax and its
principles, to admit it is now
uncollectable and to abandon any new
Register as unworkable.

Now is the time to launch the next
stage ofó the campaign - total amnesty
for all non-payers and prisoners.

Amnesty for non-payers
All debts must be written off. Councils

are already appealing to the Government
to give them powers to scrap debts built
up due to hardship - and to abolish bills
for those on benefits and students. In any
case we will gradually make this a reality
as tax collection /efforts become

progressively undermined. The State has
massive resources to squander on wars,
motorways and other junk - let's make it
pay up for OUR needs.

Amnesty for hostages
Every Poll Tax prisoner is held as a

hostage to try to intimidate the population
from joining the non-payment movement
and our demonstrations.

Attacks on our protests failed to divide
and discredit the campaign. The TSDC
and other local defence campaigns have
ensured this. However, every jailed
demonstrator must be freed and
compensated. The whole movement must
demand this.

Despite over 14 million not paying,
only about 20 people have been jailed,

Continued on page 2



2 STAND FIRM ñ

continued from page 1

for short terms, for debt. Widespread
local anger and activity in response have
ensured special óstatusô and treatment and
often early release. In any case the
prisons are already overflowing and it
seems that local authorities are delib-
erately and cynically terrorising people
with the threat of jail committal hearings
as their ólast cardô. In reality they are
forced to accept compromise deals to
repay or to impose suspended
sentences.We have refused to be
intimidated, but we now have a duty to
those inside - FREE THE PRISONERS.

Enforcement defied
The authorities have attempted to use

the repressive machinery of courts, forced
deductions of wages and beneýts, bailiffs
and jailings - but mass defiance has so
far rendered them largely ineffective in
most areas.(Latest official report indicates
that 80% defy all legal threats). Local
councils are reduced to regularly sending
out millions of increasingly threatening
letters. These do frighten some people,
but the threats in them are hollow when
countered by consistent local anti-poll tax
activity and the high levels of determined
non-payment. Soaring non-registration
levels are further sabotaging collection of
the tax.

Government efforts to defuse the crisis
by planning to scrap the tax has only
strengthened the resolve of the non-
payers and encouraged the waverers to
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join them. However it has had the effect
of undermining the momentum and
direction of the campaign, and the
involvement of people in local activities.
This has temporarily weakened the
movement just at the time when the
repressive measures are being employed.
In England and Wales, councils are only
now beginning to seriously use all
methods to intimidate and force
individuals to pay.

Whilst the letters, summonses, visits
and threats have caused some fear, this
has tended to subside over time except in
areas(eg suburban) lacking a ñresistance
cultureò and organised opposition. As
each stage is ignored or bypassed by local
non-payers new threats are employed.

Our demands now
Many people, including some activists,

feel that the main arguments and battles
have been won and that passive
individual non-co-operation is enough.
However, as well as the amnesty
campaign, the fight continues to scrap the
Tax now, not in 1993/4. And what about
any new Tax (Tory or Labour)? Millions
won't wish to pay it. In any case, real
community solidarity work against courts
and bailiffs etc is now essential. And we
need to continue to oppose the savage
cuts in local services, demanding all cuts
be restored.

We should be learning from the
strengths and experiences of the
campaign and developing general
solidarity networks and groups to take up

wider struggles. (This is already
happening in a number of areas). It's up to
us - all Councils have proved themselves
to be agents of the State, and left-wing
parties have generally fought to control or
use the campaign for their own ends.

The way forward
The movement still has enormous

potential and responsibilities. The All
Britain óFederationô, in the iron grip of
Militant, is opposed to all genuine self-
organisation and independent thinking. It
has refused to lift a finger (or a penny) in
real support for those tried and jailed for
defending our demonstrations, and in fact
has done almost nothing to spread
information and encourage direct co-
operation amongst local groups. It is little
more than a bureaucratic shell controlled
by a political clique for their own
purposes. Most groups are not affiliated.

Meanwhile, the genuine regional and
national networks and initiatives now
need to be developed to the full. Many
groups, including the TSDC, are
organising a National Anti-Poll Tax
Conference in the autumn (see box).
Such direct co-operation will take the
ýght forward. For the TSDC, this means
stepping up the demands for a total
amnesty for the non-payers and all the
anti-poll tax prisoners.

We send our solidarity to all
organisations and activists - letôs STAND
FIRM together.

DAVE MORRIS

. . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . - - . . . . . , . . _ . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - ó - _ - _ ~ - _ I _ I _ I _ I _ I _ I _ , I _ I _ I _ ' _ ' _ ' _ ó _ ' _ ' _ ' , _ _ ' _ _ . ' , ' , . ' . ' . ' . ' . ' . - . . ' . - ' - ' - ' - ' - ' - ' - ó -'> I > ' ' ' ' ó ' ó ' ' ' ' ' ' ó ' ' ' ô ' ' ' ô ' " - ---.-.........a..--..,..............-...iè,...-<--..-.--------..............-.14 - _ _ _ó_,
+Â> I I t ""ó ' "'-'.'.'..ô..----.---.------.............Âi|>.--I---------------~-------------Â-I-

ô ' ô " I. " " """ " " ' ' - " '--<-- I .-..............-'.ô--ô-'..-...ô-...-----..............II-.l..............-..........-.'.|--, 4 00 -Â>>- 1- 1-.-.._ ' III II" , ,, ....-...ó.-.......'-..-.<<--....----................-....-_-ó-ó-_-ó-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-_-I-I-I---_-I-J'~'-'1'ñ'_~ô
ó , > t---1 I ' I, I, , ... ................-Ir..--.<<-......--...............I-<t..----4----------_---_--________

I ~>> - > - ñó,""' -- - - - >-- è--I------.................Â-|--.....-.------...........-_._._-....--I-'-_-_-_-_-I-II-I-__-I-I'."I_'
I II"" .. .............-..-|.4..............--...----Â>---.ti.--It------............--.<ó---|-------------- ----

' IIIIIII"I""""""""I""""""""""""."','.',ó.ó.ô.','.'.'-'-ó/-ó-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'.'.'.'.'.'.'...'..'>.<.-.------.......-.--.---~-.....-.-....-.----.............è.è>---------------
-------------------~v--------I-11--IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII""""""'"'""""""ñ"""""'"ó".".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'-'.'.ó.ó|'/-'.'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'.'.'.'.'.ó-'-.'.'.....,.,----Â-....-----............-----------..............-.-ti.-||>-|i.---......----_','.'-'.".'.'.'.'.'|".'.'-'.'.'.ó.'.'.'è'.'.'.I-IIIII-IIIII-IIIIIóIvvIIIII>II"ñ*""""""ñ"""ó""""'"""""""""""""ò"'-' ------------------4u-q||----------- --v-- lII11lÄO\\flllllIIIIIIIIIIII1OII1<1þ((lIlllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIWIIIIIIIDII1lilklllll I. . I. ó I-I

-_'_'_ó ',', ,ó,',' ó,ó_ó, ó.'. . - . . .. 1 . > - - . . . . . . . . . - - - - lI_I_-_-_ I_' ',', /.'.. .ó.ó.'.'.'.' - ".'.' - - - t . .. . . . . .. ., .. 1 .. .. . - I _ -_è_ _-|- _| _ ó ó-_-_-_
>I~1- II III II I I < " "' " ññ "" """"' "" " ' ' -- --- . -- ---- -----. - - -4 ,--- - ...... ..,- < -. -II -- -- -è è I I I _ ___ Ió óI II,

'..',.'. ó... -... ... . .... .. ... --- --------- -1- -' '_',','_ _ó,ó,', ',',',',',' .' .... ......-.. ..1- ----I '-IIII- III"ó "'. " .'. .ô. ó.'.' .' ' '.'..... . .--..... . .. .... <'.- - .... .. -- --- IIIIIIII _" , ... --- . .. . . ....- --.---... -4- ..... ...... ,.... --_ -- , 1 ... . . . . ..-.... ....----- -4 --- --- ~-- ~ -"'- ó " "' "' """" " ' ... .... . . .... - .... -.-......- --- .... ...... --.... ... II ,_ .... - - - . - .. ----- -------
"ñ "'- " . ó.'.'. .-'-. .. .... .. ... .. .. .. .. .... ... .. .-- ... .... .--.- ---4 I _II' '," '_',ó,ó..ó -. ... .. .1 -'-ó.'.. --. - .- ... .- ...-. . . . .. .. . -- .'.'.ó""' " ' ó . ... .. .... .- .-. . .. ... .. .- ---. --- ... ...... ....- .- . - |_k __ __ó__ _ _ ,, __. .. .... - .-- ------ ---I -- <-< I- ~I- I . . .-- -._ ... ....è ---.- -. - - .~.,. .- __ ___ _ ,__ .. ... ....
"ó "' ó -' - -'- -'-'- -'-'- -'-'1' ' I III I óIô "' " "" """ "' '.""..-.-H-..'.........'.....'.'.ô-'.'.'-..-.'.-........................................ ...... --.........t ---._..."" _'.'.'_ .._..'..._.........-I----.-.4,,---.....-1---.---I--------------v-4;-->-.-> -------..--------------ooo-I-u-IIIIIIIIIIII_I_I_I_I_I__'_'_ó_,_,,,___,,,,..,,.,,.,.....--..-..--------------.|,..-||-I-------.------||--iII.....--,.---...i.I------_,_._.ó--__-_-_"'"'I ------~-~-<-I-IIIIIIIIIII-IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII ........-..-.....------...................-..ó|....i...... ...-..---.-...... .-...-....--.----....................---....,......-----........-..<<--..------..._._.|.|....4.-...---....................-.---~---~---------------~------1-4<I~~IIIIII...-.-...,ó-----...................-vit.----........--.-.....-.--.<Â..-I-----.....-..........-.---......-.................------......----........<--<--<--------..-.......---.---...................<Â..-.-......-.-.-.--.,......<.-,-.-------.....-...<.........-it-------................,---......-....-.---....<..--4..-_--_-|ó._._._._.|..----.,.-..--.a.-t.-.---................èè,...----..........-........--.- GU ____ó.....---......<..-..--I-..................è.---<---------------------------IIó...---..-.....--.---..t----...............--.--.--.----.-.........-.......-4-~-----.......................--.---.............--..-..----..........<.<<-...----<~>-----.......-.-----..........-......................------...-........-----.------.-----...-...-..............ó.--.......-...........-..è-~----------------------~-III.---.-.--.......>.......-----....................-..............-.--.---.._.t|i|--_-I-ó-_...I---............-..-.-....................------......-..-..<<........_< >-_'_...---...............-..----...................-_----.....................-xè.-_-_ó__

___, ~.....--
,____ ~>..-.>.

.........~.--.-.<,----.........---.........Â-~------------------------->>-I--................i-.-<Â<..---..-it--.........~è>+.-------------------------_---.....................ó~~t>---..-...--........t.-.-.---------------------- ---r.............................è--.....-.-<-----....-i..-----~----------------.......................--....ó----.--....--.............<<->-------_-_-_-_-_-_-|-_-_-_-_-t>,---.........................i------<-.--------.......-.--.--> - __l_|______....,.........................i.-.......<--...--...............-.- _ó|_______..-....-...............-.........------.-.--.-----.............-.._-_-_ñó|____|_.--.............................-......-.--...................-.-.........-1---.............-->-------------......................................................................-........--..............-..----ó-_-ó-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-r........-..................r..-.-----I-I-----_---_--ó-_-_-_-_-_-_-I-'-_-_-_-_-_-_~_-___,'_______-1 II ,<I>> ffô *- < II *~ .---------->-----~-I-II-IIIIIIIIIIII*'I"""I**""'"""'""""""' .. ó..........-.-.....--...........--.--....--.Â---...I-----.........-------------------------------------~>>~>>IIIIIIIIIIIIII-III"I'-',I,I,I_'_..',_,...,.....,.,,...,............................--......................--.-4-...............'..._.'.'.ó..ó..ó_-l__-_-__________,,,,,_,_.........-..I..----......---...--.............-ó__ñ____ó___________,,,,,,_,,.....----.-.......................<.--..--......................'..4._.__________'_____________,ó______,_,_,____ ________,,,.................,,.,.,...........-.-....... .3 __ó_ó_ó___.______________,,,,_
""""'""""'b"'"""""""ó/3-ò.-ô-óA...II-IIó.-.'.'" ó "Iñ ñ""""" "-""ñ""""""" " ó... ó........-.. ......-.--.-- ........,.<...I-II-IIIIIIII-I-II 'Ió*" "" ... ---------------< ----I I<<~---I--I- "ññ"""""""' .- ......-.. .......-.-.--- è,,,.... ...............~<Â~>|..---. ...-- ...........-..._._ .,.......... . ....--.....-.......... -......, _ _- _ó<ó _ _ ' _ _ _____. . .....v.---,-................_ - _ g _ _ __ _ _ ,_ , , , ,, . , . . .. - - -- _ - _ _ó_, |__ ___ , _ . .,,..

I II II "- ' "ó ' ' ó ' ' ' ' " ' " ' ' '-l.ô -'--ó..'.'.'.ô> ---"ó.'.ó.'è't'-'.'-'-ó.'.'.ó.'.ó.'.'.'.ó.'.'.'.'.ó.'.'.'>ô>'.ô.ñ.....-~..........................-.......-.-...............11..-._-ó-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-I_-_I_I_I,'_'_'_'_',,,,,,,..............------............--................--...-.-....-.......------I>II-I--III-IIIIIIIIII-I-II**II'I""""""""""ó,"" ...... __ _ñ""__ô____,___________,,,,_,__,_______,,,,,,,,,,,-....-........................_._.--v.---.~...--............ - -- -

.Â-Â-

...-.--.-.-----.-~................-.........--.--...................----3-_-_-_-_-_~_-_.........---4-I-........--...|.......-....-...----................-.-ó-ó-_-'2ó-_______........-~.-4.-.............. -...........-...-.................... _. ____ó__....-...-.--4-4-.-......-.-........-..--...I-----_--_-_-_-_-_-_-I-_-_---_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-D._I_'__'__.........-..--.--.-........-........---....----- -ó . _____................---...-................-.--........ ----................-.._ _..................-..--.>.............--..-.....-...-----...............-..- >-................-..~-ÂÂ..- - ---......--.-.-..........---.-..................---------

.--......---....-I--..................óv.----t--4-------------------~-----II-II..........-.......-..-I-.-.................. |..-->--------------~---------------4-II.--..........--...,--4-...............--.-è---t---------------------~--------II........-...--......t...-..-...........-.....||..- -------------~--------------------
..............----....<.-...-I-.--................t...<.-----------------------ð-<-II

....................---..-H..................-ó----.-...................--...ibi---_-Â--...................'.óò...................--....------.................-.... -.-.................... ............---....-------................Â-..... ---. ....ó.... <----.---..........--............-ó.. _..... -<è----.-.-...........-........- .| -I -_.... ....----.--.........._.....--_<_.'.'._.__ __ __ __
'.'.ó.ó. ó.'.' ' ó .' .'." " .---... -| .. .. <_<ó-ó._.ó._.
~_-A-_< I_I_- -_ _' __ , ', ,, ,,,.... .. .. ... ...-_.-_.'...ó._.
..-. ... .. . .. . . . . .. .. ....... .-_ . _ .
tr,ñ , _ó '. .'.' '.'.'.'.ó.'.'- ó.'.. .. .---.'...'...ó_' __ . , ,. . ,, ,. .. .. .. ...--.- ...t.. --.. .. ||1||||I|I . ,. . , , , . .. ...... ...... -..-.I_I,I_I_I_ _ . . . , .ó. .. ....--. --.-<- lPli- --

'_' ó. . .ó ' ' ' ó.'.'-'." ' .--' --->- --- <
.----........-......-.................-..-è..1-.......--.... .... __--____ó____...----......--.....------................èè-<...---.-...... ..... . ñó____,...---............-.--.-....................-....--.>......----.................-.----..........-.--.....................---...--....-.---......-.-...._--..........---.........--vi-.-----------------------<v>II-I--IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII_*_-__'_..--.......-....-----......Â...------................~...._<|.--....-------- ____I...............-.---........-...--......................-..I,_----I-_-I.--_._-_-_-_.ó,_____-.-..-.-...--.......-.............--------------------------It III _ _,___...-...-..........--.---.--.....-.------------------------~--Iè-II--I-I-II....--..I-.....-....-.---...........,.,........................,-.---..-.--.........-..................--..............-----.................-t~|.--.-.......---........,......ó.........----...........,,......................-.-.-ó-._._._._._._._-_-I-ó.'.--_-_-3'-..-.--....I............--...............-----................--ó...-

,,_,,,,,,...,,,.................-........i....-I-iii.ó--.................-.->-..................................-....-.---.........--tt~|----------------------II-................-........-.I--.......................->~>>--------------------...||.--......................,,,,,,,.....-.--.-.....................................................ó......-...I.--.--........i..I-................--------------..-i|..èI.---.........................>|||....-.-.---.......-....-<-----------------..........,......................--....-....-.-.-.........-.-......--I-_-_-I-I-I-I-I-I-I---_-_-_-_-_-_-_......----..........................--------------------------I..,...................-.......-....................i>|.--.---------------------
IIIIIII>' ' 1| --4--...............

..............~.... .--- ......--....-.........--.--.............-....---

 I
.....................-...--....---.........-..----------------..............ó.-.-...--..._.-_._..I._._._._._._._._.'._-_-_.A-_-_-ó--A-I-I-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-I-_- I I

<
..........--..........--......-.-..............-<.4.....................-.........._._._..|.|.|._._.V-_.'-_._èóè_._-_..................--..--.....-.......-...-.èè-It _'_________-__ó_,__,___|ll______________,,,,_,__,,,,,,,,,,,__..,._....... .

-I-1llIlIllIIIIIIII1llIóy4lllIIIIIIIIIQVAI11Ió.>l-----|||ó|
'.ó.'.ó.ó.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.ó-'.ó-ó.ó-.....-.......-.............

................. .--.....................-Â----',','_',',ó,','.'.'.,................'...--.....--...............-.-I........................-.-....-......-.'...._._.._._._._._._.|._._-_._._............ó...I-..--..............-ó->_.A.A.l._'._._.___._____ó|"...
',','_ó_ó,ó,',ó,',',','.ó,ó,ó.'.ó.ó.'.ó.'.ó.ó.'.ó.ó.ó.ó.'.'.'.'-'-'.'~'.'. -'- . . . . - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t
,ó_ñ_ñ_'_'_',ó,'_','_',',',',',',','.','.'.'.ó,',ó.'.ó.ó.'.'.'.ó.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. . Iô. .'.'.'. .'. .ó- . . . - - - . . .

.<--4....-.-----................................._..-..................--.....--1

...-..........---................................................................

............ . . . . . . - . . . . . . . - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - --

l
................--.....-.--..----"""ñ'_I_"_ó_'_ó,'_'_ó,ó_',',',',',',',',',',',',ó,',........-......-........-....-...

............................._...,..-......-........I..-...................................-......-......---.......--.~.I--..-I.-.........,..----.............---|-,-----....----....|>----Â------

.....................................-<....-................-.----

...................................-I-.-..-...-..-........>..--.--.................-..--................I--.....--...._.|.'.|.|-_-I.--_-_
ó.ó.ó.'.'_'.'.'.ó.ó.ó.'.ó..'..........èè..,......-.....----.-.....--....'._._._-.7-_-ó-I......-....................i--..........--..............--__.__'___.............-.............<~---------------------------I

..-........................,.,....................---.---.I._.|.|._....--............-...........................-......--.--.-.-----....-...-.--......---.-->--------------------I-I--IIIó...............-.-......---..........,..............-.-.-<
- . . . . . . . - . . . . r , - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . - --. . . . - . . . ~ r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . < . - . . . . ó _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____, , , , , , . . , . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - . . . . . . . . . . - - - . . . . . . . . . - . . . . - - _

-...................
...........
........---
.......óè.|
---.......

W

l
l

..............--...-.................--.--~.- -- ftp fó if..........-.-..-<<................------ ñó............-..---.....--.........-.--_- -- r V

............-...-.._..<...-............- .. it

..'...................-~.............----

.'.'.'............-.i-............... .- --- - l............-.<......<......_..._.. . . . . . .. .v.-............---.......................................i.--............. -v -- rè......,..........-....-........_..... . - r ____
'_'_'_',',ô,',ô.',ô.'.' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . - - . . - - . . . - - -

ti}

STAND FlRMô3

CAMPAIGN NEWS COURT

THE FIRST three months of this year for
the TSDC were dominated by two main
areas of work. Firstly, basic support for
defendants in the continuing trials,
especially those at Crown Court on more
serious charges. And secondly the
preparations for the National Demo on
March 23rd.

Organisinqjor the
demonstra lOl'l

We worked hard to ensure: a) that the
march went ahead and passed Trafalgar
Square (which we booked to ensure this)
b) that defendantsô and prisonersô
solidarity was a main issue and c) that the
whole movement took seriously its
responsibilty to organise effective legal
backup and monitoring of the police.

To this end, we did national mailouts of
briefing packs, phone rounds, attending
all London and national meetings
(including all stewards meetings) and so
on. We recruited and briefed about 150
legal volunteers to cover the march,
including camera crews and a co-
ordination office - these along with the
sixty or more contingents who had come
with legal volunteers ensured that the
police were watched and the movement
prepared. Over 20,000 bust cards were
distributed.

We feel that this successfully inhibited
the police and helped to prevent arrests.
We also hope that this serves as a model
for all who call future protests and claim
to take the welfare of participants
seriously.

Backing those on trial
The magistrates courts trials are

gradually coming to an end and the ones
on more serious charges at the Crown
courts have been monitored and prepared
for extensively in most cases.

However, with one or two exceptions,
and despite some victories (for example,
the prosecution failed to win a single
óriotô charge) we didnôt manage to get the
sort of national publicity and outrage
which would have caused the prosecution
to abandon the cases, and to prevent a lot
of heavy sentences.

Supporting the prisoners
The activity of the Prisoners Support

Group has gradually grown and is likely
to be the main work for the next couple of
years. Also the TSDCôs priority is now to
get the whole APT movement and others
to campaign for an Amnesty for all those
inside.

Organising the campaign
Weekly general meetings of 12-25

people have continued all year, although,
as the trials end, the number of
defendants taking part has declined. This
is also due to the TSDC office being
opened for defendants to get advice, view
videos etc. We have to move in June, but
wish to publicly thank the Haldane
Society of Socialist Lawyers for virtually
handing over their entire office to us for a
year for free.

Although our work is changing, we still
have to produce reports of the March
23rd demo and the February Solidarity
Conference, as well as some kind of
Guide for organising legal defence for
demos and people on trial. But money is a
serious problem especially as we now
need every penny for basic prisonersô
welfare.

Reviewing our activity
We are naturally part of the APT

movement, but also linked to other self
defence movements and campaigns. At
the same time our priority has been
practical support for every defendant and
prisoner. These varying tasks and issues
have led to some debate.

Questions such as:... ñHow do the
TSDC aid defendants to win court cases
(mostly arguing óinnocenceô) whilst
prominently advocating the right to self-
defence'?ò... "Have we become so
ólegalisticô that we have failed to get over
the real politics of the Battle of
Trafalgar?ò... "Were we right to have
cooperated with, and tried to APT
Federation in the light of their hostility to
the defendants and the TSDC?"... "Have
we succeeded in getting the APT
movement to really defend its prisoners -
or is there a big gap between policies and
actual practice?ò... "Is there a need for
permanent local/regional police
monitoring and defence organisations -
and how can we aid this to happen?ò...
"What are the roles of, and relationships
between, defendants, active supporters,
affiliates, and now prisoners and their
families?ò.

The future
Some of these ideas will have been

discussed at the TSDC National Meeting
for defendants and supporters in June.
This has been such an important and
complex campaign - and exciting (and
exhausting) for those of us involved. We
can only hope that we have achieved
some or most of our original aims, and
played an important part in the movement
to defeat the poll tax and to defend the
right to demonstrate. The struggle
continues.

CIRCULAR
SINCE THE last issue of Stand Firm

in January, the number of court cases
has tailed off considerably,
particularly since April. There has
been a high number of acquittals but
many have also gone down for lengthy
sentences. This is reþected by the fact
that, post-Xmas, most court cases have
been for major offences such as
Section 1 (Riot) or Section 2 (Violent
Disorder) rather than the relatively
minor crimes such as Section 4
(Threatening Behaviour) and
Obstruction which dominated the
magistrates courts last year.

The first riot trial began in mid-
January with Tim Donaghy, Darren
Healey and Nikki Wadleigh in the
dock. Tim and Darren were cleared of
riot after a 17 day trial, as was Nikki
who walked free of all charges. This
was a victory of sorts despite the fact
that Tim and Darren were sadly sent
down for Section 2 offences, because to
date the Crown Prosecution Service
has never achieved a satisfactory
conviction for Riot since the Public
Order Act was introduced in 1986.
In February Paul Bowman and

Shabaz Fazal were co-defendants on
various minor charges, who the CPS
decided to try separately. Shabaz was
unfortunately found guilty but two
weeks later Paul's case was dismissed
as the CPS failed yet again (after about
5 adjournments) to produce the right
coppers in court.
In March Paul Jacobs was sentenced

to four years at the Bailey. He was
facing eight charges including riot -
five of these were dropped and after a
year on remand he pleaded guilty to
two Section 2 and Handling Stolen
Goods. The judge was clearly out to
make an example of Paul though as he
received the most savage sentence yet.
In April Alastair Mitchell's appeal

began. Having lost it, he immediately
applied for judicial review and a
further appeal. At th f writin
his is continuin

Good news is there has been at least
30 acquittals so far this year (including
charges dropped and appeals won).
There are approximately a dozen cases
outstanding which we expect to be over
by August. We hope to see more
acquittals and successful appeals. At
least 10 defendants are currently suing
the police.

We continue to demand that all the
charges be dropped and a general
amnesty for all poll tax defendants.

Self defence is no offence!










