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pamphlet, critical of the obsession with barbed-wire-fenced Common Land! But
nevertheless a popular pamphlet because it asks some very important questions.
Poison Girls and Crass are two anarchist bands who issue pamphlets. Meanwhile in
the world of poets, Christopher Logue’s posterpoems and Adrian Mitchell’s paper-
backs have sold consistently because the poets have regularly given public readings
and performances. Dinah Livingstone has given birth to some fine pamphlets
(Katabasis, 10 Camden Close, NW1) since her poems erupted some sixteen years
ago. Pat Van Twest has issued forth magazines, postcards, but why not a pamphlet,
Eh? Jeff Cloves | first met through his lovely Football Special edition of POETS-
DOOS. (Three of us met up in RIFF RAFF POETS performances!) His BIG BANG
magazine can be had for 30p from 67 Chiswell Green Lane, St Albans. Pat Van
Twest can be booked from 69 Lower Redland Road, Bristol 6.

Meanwhile if you have the confidence and courage to go ahead yourself, good
luck. Remember you can always duplicate the first little pamphlet. You can always
silkscreen your first posterpoem. You can always write out by hand — whoops! —
your first postcardpoems. But also remember that poets like Walt Whitman and
William Blake and Percy Bysshe Shelley have been pamphleteers — have controlled
their own publishing and printing and content. As poets and pamphleteers always
have!

Dennis Gould

reading in schools/colleges/pubs/élubs/et;. Will travel
‘to your town/group/festival to.read. Write: c/o Free-
dom Press, 84b Whitechapel High St, London E1l.

RIFF RAFF POETS — as above.

NOTES

1. Pamphlets mentioned in the article can be bought from HOUSEMANS BOOK-
SHOP AT KINGS CROSS — 5 CALADONIAN ROAD, N1.

2. Poems included in this pamphlet:-
BLUES was originally published in 1970 CORNWALL; subsequently in PEACE
NEWS (1981).
GREENHAM COMMON BLUES was written for Spring Equinox Festival at
Green Gate USAF Base (1982).
FALKLAND ISLAND FOLLY — 1 & 2 were originally on posterpoem and
published in various magazines (1982). Now in print as postcards.
LETTERPOST BLUES was a broadside (Leicester 1975).
BURGHFIELD PEACE CAMP was published with map (OS) which does show
Royal Ordnance Factory! as a poster for setting-up of peace camp.
HENRY MILLER 1890-1982 was written as a tribute when | read of his death
whilst in Durham.
MINGUS was a celebration of the Underdog — more accurately a brilliant jazzman!
WORTHY FARM NAVAHO-BACK-ADJUSTMENT BLUES was a song written
for 1982 Green Gathering and printed in daily newspaper on site. (lllustration is
three West African Juju men. 1812).
POETS MANIFESTO, SITTING ON THE FENCE and BOLTCUTTER BLUES
were written after taking the photos and supporting the womens’ action of
October 29th 1983. PERFORMANCE published two on letters page.
BLUES FOR FOR REDRUTH DAYS was written in Redruth 1972.
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ZIECMANM COMMON

WINIES
Who stole the Goose off the Common?
Who stole the Common off the Goose?
Who stole the land for airfields?
Who turned the scientists loose?
Pigs and Sheep: Goats and Cattle
Horses and Asses roaming at will
Crisscrossing paths with sightless vision.
Farewell to Lords and Ladies
Welcome the Lord of Misrule
Farewell to Kings and Queens
Welcome the Goddess and Fool
Welcome the Lord of the Dance
Welcome the Goddess of Chance and Mystery
Some place their faith in religion
Some place their faith in dope
Some place their faith in military bases
Some place their faith in hope.
Men and women wear sea-green ribbons
Like The Levellers of old
Carrying armfuls of daffodils
As our Spring Rites unfold.
Marching to a different drummer
Marching to a different song
Marching out of step and out of time
Feminists. Quakers. Anarchists. Pacifists
Non-violent Revolutionaries out of line.
From Watership Down to Stanley Spencer’s
Cookham Chapel
From Grimsbury Castle ' Aldermaston
From Cold Ash to Portway Roman Road
From Cottington’s Hill to
Noah’s Ark Cottage on long lost
Greenham Common
Civil Disobedience & Fertility Celebration
Chanting Buddhists & Rhyming Priests
Acoustic Musicians and Dervish Dancers
Silent Ecologists and Bawdy Feasts.
From Cottington’s Hill to Noah’s Ark Cottage
On longlost Greenham Common.

I wake-up to a May-Blossom Morning
campfire embers glowing
Lights on the barbed wire shining
memories of you on fire
Englefield Estates own the woodland
Englefield Estates own the fields
Englefield Estates own the grassland
Englefield Est..ies own the birds in the trees
Men with shotguns prowling
M.O.D. police on the move
Women with long hair flowing
Pacifists exchanging thoughts for food
There once was a Padworth Virgin
There once was a WarGrave Walk
There once was a Hermitage Sapper
There once was Nursery Rhyme talk
The fox slinks into the shadows
The owl stays silent overhead
The voles squeak in the hedgerows
The worm sleeps in a seepage bed
The police defend the military weapons
The military, police the land
The computers store your name & address
The operators play in the band
Banners fly on Burghfield Common
Ideas dance between éach soul
Voices sing out loud and lovingly

Poet’s Jazz: Anarchist Blues: Pacifit Rock & Roll.

April 30th 1982
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2.4.5.T (Dioxin): Plutonium and individual fragility
He *‘Always Merry & Bright’ Henry Miller
Street Jestor of philosophy poured out his story
Fables of childhood: streets of city devils
Fulsome accounts of sexual strife & sensual delights
CopperPlate etchings of city landscape
“Colossus of Maroussi’ created in words on paper
From a lover of a pretty and dirty world
This world in all its shame and glory: its wealth
and poverty: its love and hatred:
This world with its human heart of tears
its human heart of joys:
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Falkland Ireland Folly: For Kenneth'Rexroth 1900-8

Sitting in the cafe reading of your death
is surreal: with World Cup Soccer on colour TV,
soldiers everywhere curtailing freedom
politicians everywhere castrating language
threats of distant fall-out -'
whilst police, day by day, maim the spirit of liberty
whilst soldiers’ military presence maims the spirit of peace.
Communist state and democratic state build up their'arms
computerize their police-records terrorize their own people
few, very few, care about freedom and peace
they are to be seen carrying black & red flags
they are to be seen carrying green & white flags
they are visible in prisons and mental hospitals
they are to be seen among unemployed & unemployable
they are to be seen in CND & WRI...RAP & MIND
they are to be seen among Quakers & Feminists
they are to be seen in among radical booksellers and streetpoets
they are to be seen among Pacifists & Anarchists
they are to be seen in many individualist obscure lives
they are to be seen in citystreet & countrylane
they are to be seen wherever the spirit recaptures the body
wherever the person has discovered herself
Pawns become Queens: the football rolls: words can sing: music dance!
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For Sasha-Jane-Natasha (12), Kate-Francesca (é)
and their big sister Roshna (20) '
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Falkland Ireland Folly:

Horsemen of the Apocalypse go riding by .
Horsewomen of the Twentieth Century’s bride |

Children of longsince lovers’ nights “ﬁ
Old Testament Prophets in full flight

Sapphire is hidden in Copt Oak
Sasha is playing piano at home

Kate is in the school orchestra on violin
Roshna is travelling to India via Rome

-

Copper Beech and Weeping Willow
Mountain Ash and Giant Plane

English Homeless with bags & baggage
Trudging through London’s rain

o ik A

Sycamore seads taking root on moorlands ix
Taking root in cinders and concrete cracks
Sycamore seeds taking root on embankments

Motorway verges and citygrim backs

Horsemen of the apocatypse go riding by ‘&
Horsewomen of the Twentieth Century’s bride §

Children of longsince lovers’ nights .
Ol1d Testament Prophets in full flight.
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JAZzZz Me BLUES
Feoe Vg aAfwave newy ‘¢ bladk
ChaclieMingus has lefthic GekBetar

Tazz Me B
A rhe Fucki' Ritwave‘:::u& is bad

Not Hhe UuderDog
Bt weiy . way.way Higl Higher Yhan

the Top A Guls'.s BolerMosr (o d ¢ B

Tazz Me Blues
Fov the FucKin AitiwnvaNews i

VR TSR S .

. Rivgms wa it eats : Our ofF
Rca‘fol’l! Town whete hismucic

L Cilled the foom-
Dagy by Day No Private Tncome Bluer™

Within Hha Quasa rColfrehouse
OVt‘r‘ooM ‘:_9 ISQ“*’&PJ K\’nadom
Prunel: childeew called Mingus
And Coviandae p‘d:g A dance 4 Swo
TJazz Me Blues .
Another geurle giant Jazzuaman |
Hivg the wews: Fock "\w'.ﬂa'.f
Listew ® hie music : Chacdlic Muagus
“JAZZ ME BLUES -.....

Occupation, Civil DiSobedience;
Nonviolent Resistance, BloodyMinded Pacifism
& Riotous Anarchy! ‘

When violence curses and sickening grins

Begin to say: We can handle violence & hand it out
We have Riot-Stick & shield.

We have gas & gun & policecourts of law

We have police-cells, prisons, armycamps.

We know what we are fighting for.
We are Law & Order on the streets.

We Assault people on the street

Then charge people with Assault on the police.

We police your good and goods

We take good care of your democracy

We make notes of use to governments .

We police & photograph anarchists & poets.

We positively tap your telephone

We necessarily open your letters

We do it naturally for your own good ‘

We do it to protect you and your own goods

We like violence. We know how to deal with it.
And deal it out.

We treat the gentle and bystanders with cautions—
And prison sentences. We write down names of those
Who act from religious & political beliefs...

We are your local police

We see you safely home at night

We see you go safely home at night

We threaten those on the street

Who dare to question our morals & policies.

We only use just sufficient force as necessary. ;
We clear your streets. Day&Night We clear your streets

Ay, INRAGhans

of You.

grom the pages of Peace Nerrs 8 elm




42 Boltcutter Bluesf
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lGreenham Common

Sitting on the Fence Blues

It is a real form of political education
We see our nuclear tomahawk missiles guarded by soldiers
Who have seen service in the Falklands. ‘
Civilian Police hover in the background
Ministry of Defence Police drink tea in their guardpost
Paras play football just inside the wire.
A barrage balloon drops trainee parachutists.
U.S.A.F. military police chase round the base-perimet
In their wasteful cars and trucks. '
Nonviolent Resistance Grows
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B Take back the Commons for our ancestors - g 3
- Take back the soil for our wholeselves A
-~ Take back: the empty officeblocks ™
“Take back the empty factory floors
. Take back the empty homes & shops
Take back the military training-grounds
Take back the army camps and barracks A
“Take back the airfields and shipyards Fien
Take back the food & ordnance depot i'
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We wake-up in the morning with no shirt: no shoes: no socks:
Our bedroom’s a tent with many varied shocks -
Our friends are busy clowning with Planet Waves Band
We are busy lighting campfires on Michael Eavis land.
Peace Convoy Buses and Teepee SweatLodge Stones
Freedom Press Bookshop & Gobbledygook Theatre roams
Stained Stoats Cafe with Somerset cider freaks
Stoned stone-mason and Di the DaDaist!
Green CND: ecologists of peace: BlackFlag of anarchists & RiffRaff Poet feats
British Events StreetTheatre and Burghfield Peace Camp Squad
Alternative Technologists and Glastonbury Theatre of Gog.
St. Albans Big Bang magazin€ & Salisbury radiant Radiator
Cruising Dorset Coaster & Falkland Ireland Folly poster.
GreenLine Pilton special issue: Glastonbury Tor in distant vision,
Wworthy Farm 20th Century Pyramid & Children’s World the Future.
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Planet Waves are a magical acoustic Band. Featuring flute,
monies, songs of love, peace, freedom and belief in man & woman & children. Book

them_!i'g__Ri fRaffPoets
once more on the road. Invite us to your town or village. We will entertain. Be it for a fund-
raising gig. Or for a party. Demonstration or wedding . . . in pub or college: school or prison:

university or hospital: on the street or in the park.
Jeff Cloves edits Big Bang: Pat Van Twest performs feminist frolics: Dennis Goula issues
postcardpoems & posterpoems—edits: Riff RaffPoets. '

Jeff Cloves 67, Chiswell Green Lane, St Albans, Herts.
Pat Van Twest 69, Lower Redland Road, Bristol 6.
Dennis Gould c/o FREEDOM Press 84B Whitechapel High Street, London E1.

RiffRaffPoets




