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Issue No.13 Dec 2002

Notim & District Trades Council

Nov 02
Dear Sister /

Brother

2002 Membership Renewal
I'm writing to inform you that your branch affiliation fee to Nottingham & District
Trades Council is now due. Your branch’s continuing support of our work is of great
importance to us. As such we would appreciate if you could pass this form to your

Branch Secretary or Branch Treasurer for approval.
Any branch of each Trade Union aftiliated to the TUC and based in the Nottingham &

District Area is entitled to become a member of the Trades Union Council.

[f your branch is not already a member then invite a speaker to come to your next branch
meeting to talk about why you should join, or simply fill in the form below and send 1t
direct to: Nottm & District Trades Council, C/O Nottingham City UNISON, 4-6 Perth

ST, Nottingham NG1 3LU
Yours In Solidarity
Bill Walton

Treasurer
ﬂ—m--n—-—-u‘-—.u—n——_-—-n—————-—-m———————q -
Delegate Numbers for Monthly Meetings :

w Branches with less than 100 members are Name ol trade UBION. o L a hveinnsoarah £
entitled to | Delegate. ........................................................................... |
* Branches with more than:- Name and/or number of !
100 -250 members are entitled to 2 delegate. Branely . oo e Y o e e St v e e :
2505 S smbers are entitlec 1 deleoate i
250- 500 members are entitled to 3 delegate. BRI SETTREAEY .. ... it syt cheshionns: I

500-750 members are entitled to 4 Dclcgau
750-1000 members are entitled to 5 Dcl"’
1000-1500 members are entitled to 6 Dele
1500-2000 members are entitled to 7 Delegat
2000-2500 members are entitled to 8 Delega
)-
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2500-3000 members arc entitled to 9 Delegate. Membership Fee Due.............................
% Branches with more than 3000 members To Be paid Annually 6 Monthly
Annually Please Tick

MEMBERSHIP RATES
Membership rates are (£10 Minimum for any branch)
|0p per member per vear for the first 1000 branch members

Sp per member per year for branches with 1000-5000 members
2p per member per year for branches with over 5000 members

Plus
| Plus
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Issue No.13 Dec 2002

Coaches will leave

Newsletter 0

SAT 1th December

Assemble 12 noon Central London

from ditferent places
around the County, see inside for details \_
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" Transpori Details

For further details and to
book tickets phone:-

W Liam 01159112864
W Bill 01159112726
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SUPPORT THE FIREFIGHTERS

Pay The Firefighters Continued from overleaf
Where were the stories from the BBC? Headline -
“Two die as cuts close fire station.” Sorry did we
miss something? The FBU are not to blame for
any deaths caused by this strike. The Government
had every opportunity to offer the firefighters fair
pay. 4% without strings was rejected 6 months
ago - whyv should firefighters accept 4% with
dangerous strings today?

Lie. The BBC report stories of strike breaking
even amongst striking firefighters. The reality is
that firefighters believe in human solidarity. The
Manchester FFirework Factory fire was close to a
fire station picket hine. FBU members realised
pcople were in the burning butlding - they worked
tirelessly without pay - hves were saved. They
were not breaking the strike - they returned (o
picket duty immediately after the rescue. The
strike is 100% solid

not available in the fire service so the basic wage
is their only source of income. Share options and
dividends figure little in the life of a firchighter.

In many towns firefighters cannot afford to live u
the communitics they serve. At one station
Brighton. only 3 out of the 30 firefighters can
afford to live in the city thev protect: the rest
commute from places that are more than an hour
away. Unlike some MP’s. who are paid £55.000
minimum. they are unable to enjoy cheap holidays
in Tuscany courtesy of rich chums.

—t

Some other truths
apportioning blame.
requested by the Fire Service to provide £280m of
additional funding to deal with terrorist incidents
but has not responded. The FBU have been
reasonable and responsible in agreeing to hift 12
days of strike action in order to seek a negotiated
settlement.

worth remembering when
The Government has been

~

0N The Demo

Coaches to the National Demonstration i 18
on 7.12.02 will be leaving from the
following places:-

Retford & Worksop Stations,
Mansfield Leisure Centre,
Ashfield Fire Station &
Stockhill & Arnold Fire
Stations via City Centre

@ 7.30am

Salutation Inn. Maid

Marion Way. Nottingham

8am. To book tickets ring:
Liam 01159112864

IN The Pickets ot o
Station near you

Adopt a local fire station and join the
picket line. The next strike starts at 9 am
on the 4/12/02 to 9am on the 12/12/02 18
days) This is followed by another 8 day
strike on 16/12/02 9am to 24/12/02 9am.

RN

FAIR ¢
ON Hn;‘}

'.

J Central, Shakespeare St,

3 Arnold, Jubilee Rd

J Beeston, Station Rd

d Carlton, Manor Rd

' Dunkirk, Abbey Rd

2 Stockhill, Stockhill Lane
J Westbridgford,

Loughborough Rd

Bill 01159112726

BROWN'S GOT BILLIONS FOR WAR

Gordon Brown has no money for essential public services like They can find the
the Fire Service but plenty for warmongering. Yesterday in his
pre-budget forecast before parliament, the Chancellor said he’d IMONCY for a war
set aside £1 billion for a war on Iraq, or “international defence g
responsibilities”, as he puts it. Brown clearly thinks it is n lraq‘ Ifwar
“responsible” to build up a war chest for a foreign adventure starts at 9am’
that will bring the death of many innocent men, women and 2
they will have
spent our pay
award by 9.02

The firefighters literally risk their lives to ensure The blame for the breakdown of talks and for the
that we can all live and work safely. Robert Miller second national strike in the history of the UK Fire
was a firefighter in Leicester. Just two weeks ago Service rests  fairly and  squarely with  the
he entered a burning building to ensure that no Government. the employers and Sir George Bain.
person was trapped within it. Robert was killed As with other workers, New Labour is trying to
when he fell as a result of this search. bully the firefighters into submission. But if they
HiOhlv trained people like Robert deserve a living think the firefighters do nol have the stomach for a
wage. £30.000 is surely not too much to ask when  determined fight. they have badly miscalculated.
risking vour hife. Remember. overtime 1s

FBU Hardship Banking Arrangements

Raise Money in vour workplace for the FBU hardship fund. Do-
nate yourself and get your Trade Union branch to make the big-
gest donation it can afford. Bank details below.

_\'(m are

children, and quite possibly lead to a wider conflict in the
Middle East.

But he feels less “responsibility™ to ensure safety and sccurity for

Bank National Westminister Britain’s citizens. Here the government is putting lives at risk for

iy o d 30 d 1
Sort Code 55-61-17 refusing to spend rather more modest sums on equipping ANA 32U SE€CONAS.
Account Number 42085942 (irefighters to tackle terrorism at home and giving them fair pay for FRU Southern Regional

saving lives — not taking them. Let's hope that in today’s talks the
government and emplovers recognise this.

J.P. Howard & S. Robinson Day Secretary Dean Mills

(committee Fund)

Account Name

Solidarity with
the fire fighters

PRESCOTT ADMITS TRUTH ON JOBS

Supporters ot  the FBU John Prescott has finally admitted what we have known all along the “sit back™ while the fire service and firefighters are attacked in this way. “lhe
Notungham. arc collecting government's modernization agenda is about job cutsi Government should not have pulled the plug on the au:umun that was reached last

[hursday night. They deserve more from this Government.” he says.

PUBLIC SERVICES ON SHOESTRING

“Qur experience of job cuts is that they come at the expense of the service you can
provide. You cannot provide a better service on a shoestring.” adds Prentice.
Prentice’s remarks hold absolutely true for the fire service. as the Fire Cover

(Daily Mirror. Wednesday. November 27). Spcaking in parliament yesterday. four-
pad. two-jag Prescott said-that “since 20% of their fabour workforce will be retiring
carly... m the next two thice vears.
vou might deal with the more efficient utilisation of fabour”
Prescott's - spokespeople covernment s plan to

money for the striking fire
[ighters to show their solidarity,
O hatiipdavy. 23,11 .02 gver
£500 was collected from the
public and handed over to the how

it secems an ample opportunity to discuss how
“Natural wastage™ 15

desceribe  the recklessly

FBU  strikers at Central Fire undermine the quality and coverage of Britain's fire service. A smaller fire service : : : : e (v RROL Af
Stati Ao the Bovemin - =50 % b . = gpe e _ : e R SN Review document. ieaked to the NEWspapers | vesterday. confirms. It calls for 85% of
Station. As the government line might be the long term result™ of the government's drive ior a more “efficient

i billion in extra investment could save 70

brigades to double in size and says £1.5
lives and protect thousands of properties. It is time the government stop sitting on
the report and act on its conclusions. That would be the basis for real modernisation.

. they add. Who would cover for the holes left by the downsizing? The
overtime.

service
existing workforce with — you guessed it -

on the strike hardens and the fire
fighters engage in the second of
a series of eight-day strikes. the
need to turn passive support into
[tnancial support becomes

UNION OUTRAGE
Public sector trade unions arc rightly outraged at the government's lies.
Edmonds. general secretary of the GMB. puts 1t “lhe

PeR v Article copied from Firefighter the FBU Official Strike Bulletin No. 10

increasingly important. . 4

Supporters will be organising government's true agcnda has finally been flushed out. As ,.—’\n‘d}
AT A R ettt & Gilchrist has ‘bce.n arguing all along. when the government talks
Noltil{ghmn W Square about 111()(1@{'}'1132111()r1. it t‘ez}ll}-f means cuts. lhc. government “has
(245%). in order 1o coliect come cl.eem‘. says train dr‘1\-’e.r5'~:.1nlf)n Aslef. "thn‘ it talks _ahoul
more money 1o keep the fire modernization. it means fewer firefighters. A lot of people in the

untons will ook at this and think what it means for health. local
government and so on.” Dave Prentis, general secretary of Unison.
1s calling on the government to “get a grip” and warning that the
government’s so-called modernization agenda across the public
services s m jeopardy” unless it changes its tune. Unison will not

fighters going in the run un to
Christmas.
As well as general support irom
the opubiic. the sirikers are
receiving soildarity from other
untonised workpiaces including
Nottingham City UNISON.
which made a £500 donabon 1w |
the Strike fund last week.
The Notts FBU Support Group
meets at 7.30pm every Thursday
at the International Community
Centre. Mansfield Rd. Nottm.
All Welcome

PLEASE DISPLAY THIS
NEWSLETTER ON YOUR
WORKPLACE NOTICEBOARD

. Time. and speakers to be announced. phone for details 07729311363

SH“" T“E S“" I BYE T“ SKY The FBU would like to recommend a A it

boycott ot the rag that is called The Sun. The public can make their own mind
up but only if they receive unbiased facts not the tosh being pumped out by
this newspaper. | feel this policy should be in endorsed by not only the Fire
Brigades Union But the wider Trade Union Movement

LR

A FBU Support egroup has been set up to keep
supporters in the Notts area up to date with
campaigning information and discussion. To join email
nottsfbusupport-subscribe@yahoogroups com

1”( MT lMI‘S “Bye to Sky” 1s what all firefighters ought to be saving because Sky News

SUNDAY TIMES has matched the Sun .I(.n is c%lsgrdcglul pro-government hl"lb. Perhaps aH‘I-Bl:

members who subscribe to Sky to immediately cancel their contracts. 11 30%
of our 50.000 membership were Sky subscribers and were to cancel that would cost Sky in-the region of
£5. Imilhon. That's the only kind of response Murdoch would understand.

Pubbshed by Nottingham & District Frades Union Council C/0 Nottm City TNTISON. 4-6 Perth St Nottingham. NG 1 31U




