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This short article is designed to
update those who have already
been involved in the process and
to inform others who would like
to learn more about community
planning.
The original idea for a ‘Planning for Real‘
exercise came from local residents during
the preparation of the URBAN Action
Plan.

Residents wanted to shape how things
should change in the area with a particular
eye on crime and community safety.

A Steering Group of local residents,
Partnership Council staff and City Council
staff was formed to manage the process.
The Steering Group wanted to ensure
that the whole of Forest Fields, New
Basford, Radford and Hyson Green was
covered fairly and it was felt best to tackle
the area by the individual and distinct
communities.

Help was needed and a specification was
drawn up on which tenders were invited
from local and national companies with
expertise in the field. Five firms tendered
and three firms were interviewed by a
panel involving local residents. John
Thompson and Partners who are
architects and community planners with
extensive experience were appointed.

The story so far

Since the start of the year five planning
events have been held along with a

number of outreach and consultation
sessions. There was a stall at the Radford
Carnival and so far nearly 600 people
have taken part in one way or another -
giving views, coming up with some great
ideas and taking part in the ‘hands on’
planning exercises. Thanks to all of those
who gave time to attend the events and
give their views.

It has been something of a mixed picture
- we would certainly admit some down-
sides to the project as well as some great
successes.

Some of the events have been relatively
poorly attended. We were particularly
disappointed overall by the relatively low
attendance by council officers and people
in a good position to influence change.

Not everyone was happy with the
consultant’s style and many people
expressed genuine concern that the
exercise could end up being yet another
talking shop about ideas that people have
been saying should have been happening
ages ago.

There is understandable frustration about
the length of time it takes for local
residents‘ ideas to be converted into action
and also some cynicism that some
organisations will do what they wanted
to do anyway.

We would admit that we still haven’t got
the publicity right - especially regarding
the distribution of material and posters
and getting the Evening Post to take
interest at the right time.

Upsides

There have been a huge number of
positive benefits to the projects so far.

There is a very wide range of very
imaginative ideas for the area emerging
from local people.

Slowly the agencies responsible for
implementation are coming on board and,
importantly, the exercise is likely to
persuade budget holders to consider
releasing money to turn ideas into action.
It is still early days on this but the signs
are quite encouraging. (e.g. we have had
a very positive meeting on transport
issues and many suggestions can be fed
into the new Local Transport Plan).
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If you have any ideas or comments please contact Shirley
Anne or Paul at the Partnership Council on 970 8200 or at

47 Gregory Boulevard, Hyson Green.

7 Gregory Blvd . Hyson Green . Nottingham . NG7 5JA . (0115) 970 8200 . mail@partnershipcounc.demon.co.uk

There is some indication that the decision
makers are listening to what is being said
by local people - although we need to
keep pushing this agenda. 7

Another great benefit is that the
Government are now requiring
‘Community Plans’ to be drawn up for
local areas - part of an exercise aimed to
give local people more of a say - and our
Community Partnership Plan which
admittedly focuses a lot on the built
environment will have a contribution to
the wider plan and thus stands a much
greater chance of being listened to.

Overall this kind of project has not been
done in the area before and so far it’s
having a positive effect as well as helping
to learn from mistakes.
Next steps

The next stage is to develop an
implementation plan to turn some of your
ideas into reality. Many of these ideas
will be fed into working groups to develop
practical projects.
We are having a series of meetings with
Councillors and council officers and are
continuing to encourage discussion with
some landowners such as British Gas.

We are looking for finance and trying to
persuade the decision makers to include
your projects in their programmes.

We are planning an event to bring all of
the ideas together - this may be early in
the New Year and everyone will be invited
to attend. This will also be an opportunity
to update on progress on some of the
projects.

Before then we will be doing some
newsletters to update on the outcome of
some of the events and how things are
going.

We are looking for additional
residents to sit on the Steering
Group for the project so if you
might be interested or if you simply
want to learn more please give
Shirley-Anne or Jim at the
Partnership Council a ring on
9708200.
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New Basford
A Local Supermarket on
the Gas Works site, a park
and wild nature area along
the River Leen, and safer
crossing over the Radford
Road.
Forest Fields

A resident priority parking
scheme during tram building,
better pedestrian access to
the area, a community cafe
and young people's meeting
place.
These were just some of the ideas to
emerge from New Basford and Forest
Fields during Community Planning
Days and other meetings held this
year to discuss the future of the area.

What is Community Planning?

The Communit Plannin Project isY 9
being run by the Partnership Council
to try and give local people a better
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Chance to Influence decisions on I0CaI Group workshops at the Community Planning Day held in New Basford. Phvtol Dali" Phuliar
projects, services and facilities.
Residents came up with the idea of chance to give local people a say in
a Community Planning exercise as a how the area might be planned and
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improved for the future. The idea is
to ensure that local community views
are taken seriously and to persuade
land owners, the City Council and
other spending agencies to turn the
ideas into reality. It is essential that
you make your views heard if you
have not already done so as the more
people who make their views known
the better chance of early action.
Background
Some time ago residents came up with
the idea of a Community Planning
exercise. It was agreed that there should
be a vision for the whole of the Radford,
Hyson Green, New Basford and Forest
Fields area and a series of community
planning days have been organised which
will end with an event to pool all of the
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