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What is going on with our pensions?
The government is trying to change pensions to make
every public sector worker PAY MORE, WORK LONGER
and GET LESS.

The overnment is uttin a
three wa s ueeze on ubllc
gensions:
Squeeze 1: From RPI to CPI
Once you get a public sector pension, it goes up each
year in line with prices. But the government wants to
change the way it measures prices, and use the CPI
measure of inflation instead of RPI. CPI is nearly always
lower than RPI. The switch to CPI is a stealthy way of
cutting pensions. The Independent Public Service Pen-
sions Commission led by Lord Hutton said it cuts the
value of public sector pensions by 15%. The CPI
switch was announced with no negotiation!
Squeeze 2: Higher contributions
The government is increasing public sector pension
contributions by 3.2% of pay by 2015 —- roughly the
same effect as a 3% wage cut. This was announced
without negotiation. The government wants to take
more than £3 billion a year from this tax on public sec-
tor staff. The same government cancelled a tax on
banker's bonuses that raised £2 billion, and may well
now raise more.
Squeeze 3: Working longer for a smaller pension
The government wants everyone in the public sector to
work longer before they can get their pension. Most
people would need to work through to the state pen-
sion age — which ministers want to go up to 66 for men
and women by 2020 and 68 by 2046.This tears up the
agreement made with the previous government. But it
recognised that it is unfair to impose a new pension
age on staff who have already worked many years. In
the local government scheme, everyone already has a
pension age of 65.

z This triple squeeze adds up to paying more,
Z working longer and getting a pension that no

longer properly keeps up with prices.

SE11/ICE

All the major unions are balloting local government work-
ers for strike action and many more unions in the NHS and
civil service are preparing for action.  

November 30th will be the biggest day of industrial action
since the general strike of 1923. It will be a massive op-
portunity for our movement to show its potential strength,
to organise new layers of workers, to re-make itself and to
prepare for the further—-necessary— actions to come.

The TUC has a campaign website (pensionjustice.org.uk)
packed with useful information and resources. Visit the
site, use the material and have a go on the pension calcu-
lator to see just how much you could lose if the govern-
ment gets its way!

l

llottinghamsllire, llansfielll and lloitinghm Trades Council I vmv.notisluc.org | nottste@gmail.com
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Idustrial action in four or five
Igenerations. It is both a massive
‘jopportunity and an enormous test fo
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-we want to win on pensions and oth-
:er issues like job losses and cuts. But

.\-. ._._

Ito win, we must build the movement.
:How can you help do this?
: 1. Holdga  meeting on the dispute in;.;-. .- -.-.-.;;,. ,-

. your workplace. It doesn't matter i
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Websites with more info on pensions t‘°"‘TY°“ can 5”" mid a meemgand invite a speaker from one of

www.falseeconomy.org.uk R€cruit_,newmem,bers_ to your un-
WWW-~@rSi~@~@r@ 'Z’.‘§§;‘.i-§Z§‘°iZ.‘i“.‘?,2i "ifI , ry or -
WWW-tuc-Org-uk place has people who have never

been asked to join.
Myths and Reality about Pensions Qrganwi5Heyapi¢|<@_i iige if ygur

The Ggfiernngtent certainly organised iktsdsrpiriawith its alttafctk W0,-kpiace is to Stay Opel-L If youir
ns- o - ae , enslons a - .. . .

22:59’ "llii:fAf?'grEfzrhi2’ etc But hgw much of this is trfle not on Smkei °"9an'5e CouecnonsI I ' .. .. .. .

and what implications does it have for our campaign to save and VlSliI [§)lCk€i1 lll'l€S on the day.
tr 'Ps"5i°"S? Affil.iate-t0 the ades council and
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- Average pensions for public sector workers are £8000- . .Ewoopa ___ hard“, ..gO|d,p|ated.._ help us with the important work of
- “Pensions apartheid” was created by successive governments linking-up, Sharing €XD€i'i€l'iC€ and

(and private companies) since 2000 with the destruction of |-eggurceg and building Sgiidarity

€i.i‘i..?3i‘;iill.‘E§°.§..i£l."?i.Z.Zi2§;‘E.’§?.$§.‘“..i.i?.‘gi‘;.°.Ei.°.§$i3§.E.l.". the wiv-
now will do nothing to solve this - quite the opposite. It will 5- A.tte..[.1_d the rl_€Xt tradei COU|1C_Li_i,
push down all pensions even further. meeti|1g_-this meeting is Open t

1 Of course the public sector schemes are affordable - they are .
self-financing. It’s funny how, after many requests, the gov- an‘ Ciieck the traqes Coungl
ernment refuses to give us audited figures for the schemes. W€i')Sl'C€' fOl’ l'l'lOl'€ |HfOl'lTl8tlOl"l.
Wonder why?

The truth that this pensions robbery is a political act and has little to
do with the practicalities of “gettlng out of the crisis”. It would force ALL TRADE UNIONISTS
everybody to work until they were 68 cutting back on pensioners I WELCOME!
spending power and taking up jobs that young people could do. It is
partofthewholeattackon publiclife.Thatiswhyforusitismake ,.,,..................,...8
or-break time.

The pens/ons campa/gn /5 i//ta//y important: we must take as
much contro/ for ourse/i/es through our unions and the Trades
Counc//. We are go/ng to ha i/e to fight this until the hitter end. .
Come a/ong to Notts Trades Counc/7 month/y meetings on the first
Tuesday of the month a/ternat/ng between Nott/ngham and Mans-
fie/d and ha i/e your say.
Ring Pay! Llviof Secretarrl for .mvteinfqrmatie";-_..Q72§6
351807 f


