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London, December 1969.3 .

. In September 1961 SOLIDARITY first published this text in pamphlet
form.7 Hundreds of copies were sold within a few weeks. In the course
of the last 8 years we have had to reprint on five occasions and the total
number of copies sold is now over h,OOO. The pamphlet has been translated
into French, Italian, Japanese and Polish. The sustained interest in and
demand for this text has encouraged us to reprint it yet again, this time  
on a much larger scale. 'The present reprint includes the original 1961
introduction and an up-to-date list of pamphlets.SOLIDARITY

The experience of yet another Labour Government, again seeking
óefficientlyó to administer capitalist society (in the interest of'those_ 
who own the means of production and manage the productive machine), the
collapse of the Young Socialists movement (the best illustration to date of
the óparticipation-exclusionó dilemma confronting the bureaucratic organ-
isations in their relations with"theiró members), the increasing campaign
(jointly waged by management and the trade union bureaucracies) against l
óunofficialó action in industry, the óbetrayaló of layer after layer of

ô reformist, stalinist, or trotskyist-supported óleaders', all highlight the
need for a basic restatement of socialist objectives and for a rethinking

. _

_ of socialist strategy and methods of action.,  

The pamphlet is not a blueprint for a socialist society. The con-
tent and form of such a society will be determined by the masses themselves
- in struggle - and not through theoretical speculation by even the most
órevolutionaryô of revolutionary theoreticians. This text, at best, can
only play a small part in the development of the consciousness necessary
for this gigantic task of social transformation.' The slow disintegration _
of traditional socialist ideology has produced an enormous theoretical
vacuum. The ideas here outlined are a contribution, however limited, to
filling this void. _ V , n .

The pamphlet is aimed primarily at those breaking with the organ-
v isations of the ótradó left. We hopeit will provide them with a new

 system of ideas with which to analyse, comprehend and challenge the all-
pervasive bureaucratic society around them, and assist them to purge them-
selves of the hangover of ótradó ideas and concepts which are almost inevi-
tably carried over, following a sudden organisational break with a ótradó
organisation (whether reformist or Bolshevik).

We are confident that these ideas, denounced as óprematureô, t
óutopianó and ósectarianô when they were first published, will continue
to make headway in the years to come. The fact that they correspond to

- reality - and that they are seen to correspond to it - is the best guarantee
of their ultimate success. . - l
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