THIS MONTH'’S book offer is ““Andre Breton and
the First Principles of Surrealism’’, by Franklin
Rosemont, recently published by Pluto Press at
£1.80. 7he first 60 subscriptions through
our door will get a free copy.

Andre Breton (1896-1966), founder, leading
theorist and principal spokesperson of the
surrealist movement, is widely recognised as a
major figure of twentieth-century thought.

Written as the introduction to “What is
Surrealism? Selected Writings'’, by Breton
(published as a companion volume by Pluto),
““Andre Breton and the First Principles of
Surrealism’’ stands on its own as a concise
exposition of what Breton called surrealism’s
invariable first principles.

Starting with a biographical sketh and a
historical account of the movement Breton led
for nearly half a century, Rosemont summarises
the surrealist evidence on such matters as
automatism, dreams, black humour, poetry,
objective chance and love.

Also included is a detailed outline of
surrealism’s political position, focusing on the
relationship between surrealism and communism,
and tracing the complex interplay of its politics
with better-known aspects of the movement.

FRANKLIN ROSEMONT met Breton in 1966
and later that year organised the first indigenous
US surrealist group. He is the author of two
books of poems and the Manifesto on the

Position and Direction of the Surrealist Movement
in the United States (1970).

He lives in Chicago, where he edits Arsenal/
Surrealist Subversion, the English language
journal of the international surrealist movement.
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DO YOU KNOW?

1. 'How much food the
world grows?
(a) 4% less than it needs
(b) 4% more,

(c) 10% less.

2. An unskilled British
worker is twice as
likely to die before

65 as a ‘professional’.
(a) True. (b) False.

Score full marks in this quiz
and you may be a reader already.
[f not why not give us a try?
Write now and you get two free
posters,

COULD WELL SET A NEW
PATTERN IN AROUSING
PUBLIC INTEREST".

(The Guardian)

How much does the
Third World spend

each year on arms?
(a) 31 billion.

(b) 24 billion.

(c) $8 billion.

expenditure be switched to buy food, medicine and
education for all? A new look at the ‘Economy of Death’.

ISSUE 52 THE POPULATION BOMB. — Has it been defused? Your
guide to the current confused state of the population
debate — and the implications of too few people as well as
too many.

ISSUE 53 DISASTERS — Earthquakes, floods, droughts, typhoons —
simple Acts of God that strangely always hit the poor
hardest of all. We find this disastrous damage not quite so

‘accidental’ after all.

The N.i. is the
biggest selling
popular magazine on
world development.

(a) True (b) False

(Answers below)
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] THE SPLIT in the Zimbabwe

nationalist movement between
those in the country and those
acting as the guerillas’ political
leaders is not as wide as some
people imagine. The nearer the
Smith independence date set for
the end of this year comes, the
more anxious those outside the
country like Nkomo, will be not
to miss out on the handing out of
government posts,

Western strategy, although not
united, will attempt to peel
Joshua Nkomo and his guerillas
away from the war and merge the
Patriotic Front into the internal
settlement, a few more
concessions being made to help
Nkomo on his way. This would
leave Mugabe isolated and the
Russians and Cubans, already
overstretched by the Ogaden war,
unable to provide effective
material assistance.

The split in western strategy is

between its two main organisers,
America and Britain. Although it
has hedged its bets, the US has
backed Nkomo. During the
opening period of the internal
talks when the press was being
heavily critical of the Patriotic
Front and called it a spent force,
the staff of Andy Young's
entourage were telling journalists
not to be so harsh on Nkomo and
Mugabe, for they were not the
firebrands they were portraying
them as.

On the other hand, Britain,
mindful of Bishop Muzorewa'’s

legendary popular support, would

probably have begun to talk
seriously of recognizing the
importance of the internai
settlement. On his visit to
London, Muzorewa was given a
sympathetic hearing by David
Owen, the UK Foreign Minister.
The Americans, worried that

the British will accept the internal
sattlement have tried to take up a

holding position. Cyrus Vance,
US Secretary of State called it a
solution but not the whole

solution.

THE MINUTES cover the
first thirteen meetings of the

Rhodesian Constitutional

talks held between December

and the beginning of
February. How the
documents were leaked will

emerge later in this outline of

the talks.
The extracts which foliow

make no attempt to be complete

synopsis of the proceedings. The

two most important issues of the

talks—the control of the armed
forces and the white blocking
mechanism—have already been

conceded by the black delegates.

Also, the minutes do not

cover the private talks lan Smith

-~ The Smith deal
" with Muzorewa and
Sithole will not mean inde-
pendence for Zimbabwe. Whites
can still veto legisiation, under the

_"ery apparent that he used several
M ploys to try and split the black

""" f delegations., The discussion about
" whether to give the vote to 18-
year olds is one of these.

The first meeting was
boycotted by Bishop Abel
Muzorewa's delegation because of
attacks deep into Mozambique by
Smith's armed forces. So the
discussions did not really get
going till the second meeting.

From the start lan Smith
talked confidently of his belief
that the west would support an
internal settlement:
| have information to the fact
that if we were to arrive at a
genuine settlement there would
be no objections by the UK, USA,
western European countries as
well as the UN.

“Most of these are reluctant to
make public pronouncements
about what they would do for
fear of public opinion and are
afraid to stand up against the
views of the Front Line states.”’

Trying to isolate the Patriotic
Front as unreasonable and
extreme, Ndabaningi Sithole
asked: ‘“What about the Patriotic
Front? Have you invited them?
B & u % Wt Smith: “l invited them in the
. same general way as | invited you.
= - % They got the message.”’

A 8 Sithole: “It would be helpful for
e e pr 2 your credibility to make sure in
L some way that they got invited
and to let the world know about
w7 S RS i o it.”’
e : In the third meeting Smith

L maintained that he had left
himself no retreating ground and
that what he was offering was the
minimum basics for retaining

interim government, and will retain
control of the army. There are echoes
already of Angola, with South Africa
saying secretly it is prepared to

send in troops to protect the deal.

A member of Muzorewa’s delegation
would not deny that they

would accept this help. |
Russell Southwood summarises
and assesses secret minutes of

the Salisbury talks.

At this stage he threw in the
red herring of 18-year old voters,
saying that he believed they were
still only schoolchildren, despite
as he later admitted that they
were able to marry and fight for
______ their country. But his whole tone
 made it obvious he would give in
quickly: “If it is the feeling of
this group that 18-year olds must
be enfranchised, then | will go
along.”

There was no way that the
hlack delegations could let it be
otherwise., Most of the guerilias in
the bush are very young and
would be less inclined to stop
fighting if they were unable to
take part in the politics of the
country that they had fought so
hard for.

There is an ironic moment in
the third meeting when Bishop
Abel Muzorewa suggests that the

iudicial procedures should include
a right of appeal to the British
Privy Council. One of Smith’s
hard-nosed ministers Peter Van

o 1 s B i der By! asks: ““Doesn’t the

p e Bishop's delegation think that this

suggested by the Bishop and the
government’s one third is too
high. . . We suggest 20 reserved
seats for whites.”” But Smith
continued to believe that a
common roll of black and white
veters would only result in white
puppets being elected.

By the fourth meeting the
continuing high level of guerilla
attacks is worrying Sithole: “We
should do something that will
stop that war, whatever we do
should, at the same time, not
undermine white confidence
because the state will need the
skills of the whites.”’

There is a long argument over
whether to use the word retain or
maintain in the wording of the
agreement on the civil service.
Smith makes it quite clear what
he is trying to achieve: “l can

understand substituting ‘maintain’

for ‘retain’ because ‘retain’
connotes keeping whites in these
(civil service) positions. All we
want is to maintain a high state of
efficiency, free from political
interference.”’

Sithole remained worried:
““What we fear is that at present
the police, the army, prison
service and the administration are
predominantly white at the top.
Should they remain as they are,
this will cause difficulty in selling
the settlement. . . While we are
determined to see a settlement,
we must face up to the problem
of selling that settlement.”’

At the end of the fourth
meeting an argument erupted
over an article in the Zimbabwe
Times detailing what had
happened in the talks so far.
Muzorewa's legal adviser
Dumbuchena is the son of the
editor of the Zimbabwe Times,
and he was obviously accused of
passing the minutes to the
newspaper.

But Muzorewa had little to
gain by leaking the minutes as his
negotiating stance up to this
point had been weak and
muddled. So the finger was
pointed at Sithole who got very
enraged: "l detest the implication
that | had anything to do with
this for the sake of self-interest.”
~ His anger must have been play
acting for the copy of the
minutes in The Leveller's
possession are marked very
clearly African National Council
(Sithole),

At the fifth meeting the talks
were still bogged down over the
white blocking mechanism in

+parliament. Smith had obviously

been led to believe that the

‘Bishop would be more flexible.

“1 was given to understand,
through my bush telephone, that
you accepted this (the 1/3
blocking mechanism for whites).
| am therefore surprised by your
reaction. | reaffirm to you that

ore et otess.
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Above: white Rhodesian’s car with mounted machine guns.

Below: Sithole rally in Gwanzeru Stadium. 20,000 were expected,
6,000 turned up
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The Americancourier

AMERICAN SUPPORT and

interdst is not confined to Joshua
Nkomo. Last October, Ndabaningi
Sithole’s key white adviser,
Neville Romain, was expelled
from Rhodesia. No reasons were
given but Romain admitted being
a former CIA agent. When the
expuision order came through he
was in Washington trying to
arrange a hearing at the UN
Assembly for Sithole.

A Cape Town-born American,
he only decided to live in
Rhodesia a year ago. Interviewed
in South Africa, he claimed that
he was genuinely interested in

trying to unite the nationalist
movement.

i
e

He was responsible for
persuading Muzorewa’a top
adviser, Dr Elliot Gabellah, to
defect to Sithole’s party. He
arranged a secret meeting between
the two at his house in Salisbury.
To celebrate this success, he
called his house Unity.

Shortly afterwards, he got
Chief Chirau, head of ZUPO, the
traditional chiefs’ group, to sign a
sesret agreement that he would
work with Sithole on the internal
settlement. While Romain was in
America, he met with the officials
involved with the Anglo-American
proposals and it appears that he
has been the American courier.

.....

L

..........
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at this point to quit the talks
altogether. Throughout the talks,
the white government delegation
tries to keep as polite as possible.
But occasionally, as after a long
fruitless discussion on the
blocking mechanism, the mask
slips. David Smith, Rhodesian
Deputy Prime Minister said: “‘I
notice a lack of understanding of
basic parliamentary procedures. It
takes years of experience. It is
not like running a business or bus
company.’’

The black delegation with
undoubtedly the most popular
support , Muzorewa’s, has a very
clear idea of what an independent
Zimbabwe will be like, which
differs only slightly from the
white delegation’s in its essentials:
Dumbuchena: ““We have seen bad
(African) governments and
learned from their mistakes. It is
a mistake to assume every African
government is bad. Look at
Kenya and Botswana.’’

Van der Byl: “In the case of
Kenya it turned out good after a
bad start. Botswana is a primitive
situation where a white man was
bought to administer the
government. The best example
comes from the lvory Coast
where there is a sound economy.”’

Phineas Sithole (no relation),
Acting General Secretary of
Ndabaningi Sithole’s delegation
makes a rare, direct statement of
politics at the seventh meeting:
“There are those who think that
nationalization is proper, we feel
not and we want to ensure the
rights of the individual to
property if that should happen.
There are many situations where
the common man may want
nationalization and we want to
say from the start no to such
pressure on the government of
the day.”’

Property remains the issue
around which any radical change
in Zimbabwe must happen and
whites are only too aware of this.
Smith summed up their fears: “I
have met the farmers and
discussed a paper produced by the
Rhodesian Farmers Union in

‘which they show that the farmers

are now showing a growing
concern about majority rule.
They say they are uncertain about
what will happen to their
property.’’

In the end a deal emerged
from the talks. The Bishop, who
had been holding out for 20 seats
on a separate electoral roll and
eight on a multiracial roll, gave in
to a compromise of eight seats to
be nominated by existing white
MPs. The Defence and Police
forces still remain in white hands.

RN P S D R
P. Claypole, a Rhodesian civil

servant at the internal talks gave
the following revealing statistics.
Total number of whites and

the deal wouldn’t wash and was
getting worrying signals from includes dustbin collectors, etc.
America: “l got some Africans . . . . . . .25,000
communication from my Whites " . 5 % Lo L AR000
representative in New York that Total number in what he called
they (the Americans) say all they “The Establishment”.

want from us is a failure because _ Government Departments, etc.
they think this is a sell-out deal.”’ Afviehns . < 00 29484 1 1700

Sithole was under strong pressure Whites . . . . . . . 8,222
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later meeting of the
representatives of the traditional
chiefs’ group ZUPO, all on
salaries from Smith’s government,
objected: ““We take objection to
the connotation implied in the
word stooge. We are free to
accept or reject anything.”
Sithole was still worried that

to the whites,

; & . . In this third meeting, Sithole, Africans in the Civil Service. This

who hoped to appear the tough
negotiator of the talks, tried to

had separately with the leaders of
the nationalist delegations. These

Ve proBEbly More IMPOFTRAL in . cut the ground from under the

overcoming the points of . : L o . Bishop's feet. ““Our position is no
disagreement which the talks do . e e gt | o o separate rolls. We accept the idea
nO ‘;ofehthan ?I'ghtggtl:'nte. talks iy ;Y  of special representation of whites

mith went in SR a ' B aa e i ions. . . We
no retreating ground. But it is ; T e

The argument still revolves
around who will elect the white
representatives, Smith says:
“Whites elected by blacks do not

- represent whites. They become
stooges.”” Having used the word,
_ everyone started using it until at a

< B S 2z




Operation Julie

cops fail
the acid test

‘OPERATION JULIE’—the massive police catalyst to change the world to a nicer, less

operation to round up the Welsh acid
wizards—has gone down into history. The
problem is that the police themselves have
been busy writing a lot of that history.
Press reports have vied with each other in
repeating the same police-inspired
inaccuracies.

Contrary to what you have read, the
operation was not the biggest LSD bust
ever—chains at least as big have been
turned over several times in the US. Nor
has ‘Julie’ dried up LSD supplies: though
it now costs £1 to £1.50 as opposed to
75p to £1, customary a few years ago, it is
still quite freely available. Inflation has hit °
all drug prices quite as badly as anything
else.

Curious that nearly all papers have
included this ‘disinformation’ in their
round ups of the trials of Christine Bott,
Richard Kemp, David Solomon and the
others involved in the LSD ring. But not
really. For while the trial was still on,
police-inspired details of ‘Operation Julie’
were circulated by the Press Association
to all major national newspapers, marked
‘Background only—not for publication’.
As well as police self-congratulations on
‘Operation Julie’, it contained the sort of
detail which has appeared at great length
about the personal lives of the defendants,
all in the usual ‘As-I-was-proceeding’ style,
full of expressions like ‘common law wife’
and the like.

This is normal practice for all major
criminal trials. After receiving the PA/
Police version, the newsdesks despatch
eager hacks to dig out the details from
aged relatives, former friends, etc. An
intriguing aspect of this case has been the
re-writes of the police briefings by at least
one journalist who was a known user of
the high-quality LSD which Kemp & Co.
produced.

Perhaps this explains the wilder
allegations surrounding the trial, most of
which were dreamt up in Scotland Yard
and Fleet Street, not even being mentioned
in court. Connoisseurs of anti-dissident
rumour will recognise the similarity
between the Mirror’s allegation that Kemp
& Co. were prepared to dump LSD in a
reservoir, and the equally groundless
rumour that the Baader-Meinhof Group
intended to deposit nuclear waste in Lake
Constance. ;

The Observer found a suitable psychia-
trist to conclude that Richard Kemp’s
naive declarations that LSD could act as a

6

competitive place. It showed, she said, that
he was paranoid, because of its repeated
assertions that the establishment opposed
him and was-out to get him. Given that

26 police officers spent the best part of a
year and half a million pounds on
Operation Julie, this sounds a rather
reasonable conclusion.

Close resemblances to the similar media
operation after the ‘Angry Brigade’ trial
were evident, and the BBC’s extended news
coverage was directed by Gordon Carr who
performed the same task then.

The media operation helped obscure
LSD’s relative harmlessness compared to
other ‘Class A’ dangerous drugs.

Expert evidence produced by Dr.
Martin Micheson of the University College
Drug Addiction Unit was ignored.
Micheson, well-respected among drug-
workers but no radical, argued that LSD
should be placed below the opiates (heroin
opium and morphine), barbituates and
amphetamines (‘‘downers’ and “uppers’’,
widely available on doctors’ prescriptions).

LSD was not addictive, he said, and it

caused little or no physical injury. People * |

who suffered from adverse mental effects

often already had psychologic difficulties.
Police were unable to produce a single-

witness damaged by the millions of trips

produced by the acid-factory. Indeed, one

of their own officers seems to have
enjoyed his accidental trip—as do most
people (it seems). '

The media operation will dalso assist
these police chiefs who are once again
pushing for the idea of a national policing
force. Leslie Pearce, Assistant Chief
Constable of Avon and Somerset, who
headed up the Julie Squad and is now on
secondment to the Home Office, told a
post-trial press conference that a drug
squad covering Britain as a whole was one
of the possibilities being considered.

The argument for a national police
force to deal with drugs has long been a
standard line of the American Drug
Enforcement Administration. The DEA,
set up by President Nixon in 1973, now
propagandises around the world for
national narcotics bureaux: Peter Niblo,
the DEA’s man in London, consistently
argues for it in discussions with senior
officers from Scotland Yard’s Drugs
Squad. And it’s but a short step from
there to an overall national police foree,
thus removing even the current nominal
local element of control.

Confirmation of the censorship within the BBC
(see The Leveller issue 11) has followed a
discussion on BBC2 on February 11.

The discussion followed a screening of
“Before Hindsight”’, a compilation of newsreel
footage from the 1930s that whitewashed Nazi
Germany. It included commentary by James
Cameron and Jonathan Dimbleby, who drew
parallels with present-day coverage of Northern
Ireland, concluding: “When our successors in
thirty of forty years time look back on the
coverage of events in South Africa, or events in
Northern Ireland, they will look back with the
same kind of dismay that we now look back on

the way the cinema covered events in the 30s in
Germany.”’

e
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Dimbleby: Ireland coverage distorted

Protagonists in the ensuing discussion
included David Elstein, producer of This Week,
the Thames TV programme for which Dimbleby
works, Dick Francis, Ulster protestant Director
of News and Current Affairs at the BBC, and Jo
Grimond. Chairperson was Ludovic Kennedy.

- An account appeared in the next week’s The
Listener, the BBC’s highbrow house journal. It
was-net-a complete, or even an accurate

- account. Some of Elstein’s contributions were

re-written, some edited out. This did not
appear:

‘We should beware of laughing too much at the
thirties because I think we are guilty of many

. of the same sins. I winced when I saw Mosely

come up in that Movietone (newsreel), but I
also winced when I saw you (Kennedy)
interview Martin Webster on Tonight. .. ..

Kennedy had been instructed to do an easy
interview with big fat Webster to atone for what
the BBC had seen as unfair treatment of the
Front in Joe Ashton’s Labour Party broadcast
(which was nothing to do with the BBC—
except that they censored part of it, of course).
I must say I heaved a sigh of relief when This
Week was banned from South Africa, because
now at least we are able to go in clandestinely
snd film what we want to film. . . in a way
which sadly the BBC is unable to film because
the BBC has to maintain an above-ground
operation inside South Africa, and therefore
has to eschew . ...

Kennedy interrupted at this point, and the
discussion drifted off. Eventually it
concentrated on the North.

This Week has made more reports from
Northern Ireland in the last five years than any
other weekly current affairs programme on the
Al .
This disappeared; but, more seriously, when

. Elstein spoke of “our close involvement with

No wisdom

Northern Ireland as a country” it came out
“...asaprovince.”” An unlikely transcriber’s
error.

Francis then went on to justify self-
censorship as being “about a sense of
responsibility . . . I think it is a perfectly proper
thing.”” And a most peculiar re-write appeared. *
Francis said: ““What else do you want? Do you
want imposed censorship, either from the
organisation that is responsible for broadcasting,
or from outside? I suggest not.” This came out

as “. .. do you want to oppose censorship,
either from . . . “Elstein replied:

We have the imposed censorship as well as the
self-censorship.

Francis’ “Not in the BBC you don’t.”’ Elstein:
You don’t have any censorship in the BBC of
items from Northern Ireland? For a long time it
was impossible to produce items about
Northern Ireland in the BBC. One of my
predecessors as producer of This Week left the
BBC because he wasn’t allowed to make a film
about gerrymandering in Northern Ireland in
1966, before it became an issue that produced
political violence. . .

In the programme, Kennedy interrupted
with: “David, you must be very careful . ..”
and Jo Grimond came in with an idiotic
suggestion that the Irish question might be
“admirable’ for radio discussion, but not for
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Elstein: censored on the North

Grimond’s bit is in The Listener. But the

whole of Elstein’s remark is simply written out.

re-write history. On the page opposite these
extracts in The Listener appears its regular
column *“40 Years Ago”. And the quotation
from The Listener of February 23 1938 is as

40 Years Ago

T. P. CONWELL EVANS: The German
worker is cared for by the Labour Front
not only when he is unwell, or unem-
ployed. The Labour Front gives him a
life of variety and colour during his
leisure. At every theatre or opera a row
of seats in the expensive parts of the
house is reserved for him at very cheap
rates. Courses in gymnastics, ski-ing,
even horse-riding, are available to the
worker for a few pence . .. The Germans
are trying to restore the human touch,
the personal relation between worker
and employer. Employers are told to
take part in. excursions or evening
recreation with their workers. An em-
ployer said to me that in this way he
began to look upon his workers as co-
partners . . . The aim of the National
Socialist Party is to make the German a
social collaborator instead of a competi-
tive individual. It is certainly going on
efficiently, though 1 would at once agree
that all these reforms have been carried
out at the expense of a large measure of
political liberty, in our sense of the term.
Germany is building up her strength in
order to play her full part in Europe, but
never forget that peace and a just peace
is the dominant aim, and when Hitler
speaks for peace he is the mouthpiece of
the German people.

Efficiency and Liberty: Germany, THE
LISTENER 23 February 1938

The Leveller phoned The Listener to enquire
whether this had appeared by accident or
design. It was coincidence, we were told. The
40 years ago”’ items are chosen weeks-in
advance. Perhaps the coincidence isn’t so
strange. It proved everything that ‘“‘Before
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AN anti-abortionist is easy to spot. At the risk of being
accused of the worst kind of stereotyping, it’s fair to say
there’s something about the righteousness of manner, and
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Hindsight”—and Dimbleby and Elstein—said.

down-home moralistic nastiness that identifies them—en masse
it’s unmistakeable. Sitting amongst the audience of BBC
Radio 4’s “‘You the Jury’, and looking at the crowd of LIFE
and SPUC surrounding us, it was easy to predict what the
result of the debate “Pre-birth Screening for women is not in
the best interests of society’’ would be. The debate was not
about screening, it was, as far as the anti-abortionists were
concerned, about a ““medical technique gone badly wrong”’.

Most women, if they find that the foetus they are carrying
18 handicapped, will opt for an abortion. Confronted by this
uncomfortable reality, the only line of action anti-abortionists
have left is to withhold the information that would lead to
that decision. Professor Scarisbrick, Chairperson of LIFE, led
the anti’s with a monstrous speech about “‘seeking out babies
with the intent to destroy them” and the usual mystical “‘life
begins at conception” rubbish. Not only that, but didn’t we
realise how enriching a badly handicapped child could be
for our lives; how it brings a family together, and helps
them to make new and wonderful friends . . . ?

The pro-screening side did very well considering, and the
few of us in the audience kept up a constant barrage of “what
about WOMEN?” etc. etc. But in the hundred ‘jury’ seats sat a
mass of wily anti-abortionists, who had embarked on the
clever little scheme of creating an artificial swing in the voting.
At the beginning of the programme half of them voted against
the motion, but at the end voted for it, creating a shift of 55%
to 90%.

Producer David Turner, supercilious BBC creep, tried to
tgnore shouts of “‘rigged!” . .. “we saw LIFE’ers change their
vote”’, but when the programme went out a rider was added,
pointing out that no-one had ever pretended that the jury was
representative, or that there was any mass screening of the
audience. Now they’ve even admitted that the vote was fixed,
and no doubt Turner has had his wrists slapped for bringing
BBC impartiality and objectivity into disrepute.

How will we ever keep up the myth of “freedom of speech”
if its propagandists get in such a muddle?

Rose Shapiro
7.
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Letters

RED THERAPY BLUES

We write as two members of Red
Therapy to correct some of the
misleading impressions contained
in your article Red Therapy For
Big City Blues (The Leveller,
January 1978) and in Marina
Lewycka’s poem (The Leveller,
March 1978).

The article, apart from
containing many specific
inaccuracies, omits the central
feature of Red Therapy —namely
that it is a leaderless, self-help
group. Our original aim in setting
it up was to do therapy that was
under our own control, not that
of some medical psy chiatrist,
conventional psychoanalyst or
growth movement leader. Their
interests are usually not ours, and
we did not want our political
activities and beliefs reduced to
‘neurotic defences’ or ‘head-trips’
as so often happens. For us, doing
therapy means dealing with the
emotional pain and confusion of
living in this society whilst trying
to create less oppressive
relationships; it means freeing
ourselves from the grip of early
family and social experience in
order to confront the present
more strongly.

In self-help therapy groups (as
'in co-counselling) people learn to
be gach other’s therapist, and this
is an important demystification
of psychotherapy and the usual
role of the therapist. The skill and
experience gained in a group can
be used outside therapy —to sort
out problems in relationships, to
make meetings less oppressive, to
understand and change the
dynamics of a work of living
collective. This is not an easy
transition—the safety provided by
a therapy group does not always
obtain in everyday life, and the
pressure to hold things together
and keep going can deter
collectives from looking more
closely at the blocks and conflicts
between people—but it is an
important part of the politics of
self-help to make this transition.

Marina’s poem expresses
considerable personal bitterness
about Red Therapy (which as
close friends at the time we find
very one-sided), but it does also
raise the question of the
relationship between therapy and
politics more generally. The
article also makes it sound as
though Red Therapy’s main
relationship to politics is to
complain about the subjectively
awful experience of political
meetings. This is to trivialise what
we are saying. It is true (and very
important in the credibility of the
left) that many meetings are
extremely alienating, and that the
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behaviour of some political
activists does not differ much
from that of authoritarian school
teachers or manipulative
burcaucrats. But behind this
criticism lies a whole approach to
political activity that has evolved
since the late 60s: an
understanding of how capitalism
uses the personal and the
emotional as well as the economic
to motivate and control people in
its own interests; an
understanding of how political
activity has to relate to people’s
subjectively felt needs and
perceptions as well as to their
objectively diagnosed ones, if it
1s to have much meaning or
success. The family is one of the
main transmitters of capitalist
ideology, the place where people
get their main sense of themselves
from, and the focus of intense
and powerful feelings. The
women’s movement has shown
what powerful political forces can
be unleashed by challenging the
nature of the apparently purely
personal, and by a many-sided
attack on the role of the family.

There is also the implication in
the article that therapy is only
justified if it is politically OK, if
it turns people on to politics. It
is clear that therapy of certain
kinds does radicalise people’s
perceptions of themselves and
strengthen their ability to fight,
but we have a much wider
perspective than this. People, in
the struggle to survive, are
freaking out everywhere. They
gither get no support at all, and
go ‘mad’, or else they are fobbed
off with drugs, coercive forms of
treatment, and oppressive advice.
Usually they are made to feel that
their unhappiness is all their own
fault, due to their personal
inadequacies. The need for non-
oppressive forms of therapy as an
alternative to what 1s mostly -
available is very great indeed, and
the resources available are not
remotely adequate to meet this.
Self-help therapy can cater for
some of this need, but it is not a
model that suits everyone—it does
require a certain level of
togetherness, and a willingness to
pay useful attention to other
people.

Anyone with any experience
of mental hospitals knows how
important it is to develop
alternative forms of care and
therapy which do not brutalise or
doubly victimise people but which
challenge and change the
oppressive nature of people’s
lives and relationships. Red
Therapy alone cannot do this, but
nor are we retreating into an
‘alternative paradise’ of “‘brown
rice, apple juice and fucking”, as

‘Marina fantasises in her poem.

People in Red Therapy are
politically active in all kinds of
ways, and are also trying to raise
mental health as an important
issue to organise around. We see
ourselves as part of many linked

developments which also include

'Cope, the Women and Mental

Health Group, the Women’s
Therapy Centre, Battersea Action
and Counselling Centre, the
Junction Road Project, new self-
help groups, co-counselling, etc.
The Leveller, whilst devoting pages
to obviously cultural issues

like rock music, has failed
appreciate the importance of any

of this, or of the extent of
psychiatric oppression.

Lastly, we’d like to make
public the fact that the two
members of Red Therapy
interviewed made an
arrangement with The Leveller
that they would see the article
and change it—ie. work on it
cooperatively with the writer in
question. The person responsible
forgot to show us it until it was
already pasted up. We think that
a journal that professes to want
reader and writer participation
should try harder to put its
theories into practice. We
certainly wouldn’t have agreed to
the article as it came out.

Joanna Ryan
Sheila Young

London E3

ELITIST HACKS

Apart from a general anti-left
cynicism there are two central
points in Nigel Thomas’s piece on
new technology and Fleet Street
in your January issue which need
to be taken up.

Firstly there is his argument
that new technology will lead to a
‘great reduction in the quality of
the newspapers’. Apparently ‘the
system will tend to encourage
long, chronological, literal(false-
objective) stories’. Could Nigel
Thomas explain how such reports
can possibly be worse than the
99% garbage which flows out of
Fleet Street daily? Oh for such
‘long, chronological, literal’
stories in the pages of the Sun!
The ‘gquality’ of an ideological
product like a newspaper is
extremely difficult to assess. For
example, does the more efficient,
polished presentation of a
capitalist world-view make a

- newspaper better or worse, for

our purposes?

However the roots of this
curious view lie, I believe, in a
particularly pernicious
professional/artisanal craft-
consciousness, even amongst
relatively ‘‘radical’” journalists, by
which they believe that mere
manual workers—including
computer operators—couldn’t
possibly produce something as
interesting as journalists, equipped,

as they are with ‘special skills’,

The cat is let out of the bag in a
telling sentence where he says ‘As
the art stands at the moment
(who is he trying to mystify?), a
computer terminal is a crude,
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blunt instrument compared to a
journalist with eight pieces of
paper and a biro’.

A similar elitist attitude
recently manifested itself in my
NUJ branch, the supposedly left-
wing magazine branch. Those
present overwhelmingly voted not
to recruit members in advertising
agencies, on the argument that
Magazine branch members were
doing a qualitatively different job
(*‘tellipg the truth” or some such
liberal idiocy) compared to copy-
writers. This in a branch whose
members produce Woman’s Own,
Playboy and Tit-Bits!

The second point which needs
challenging is his argument
concerning the NUJ closed shop.
For him, as for the bulk of the

left in the NUJ, in unholy alliance

with the NUJ bureaucracy, the
closed shop has nothing to do
with freedom of the press or the
potential control of newspaper
content by the working-class,
starting with the producers. For
him it is simply a question of
strengthening the NUJ as a trade
union—economism reigns
supreme. In other words Thomas
dismally retreats before the
political offensive of proprietors,
managers and editors, implicitly
accepting their definition of “press
freedom’ (ie the eternal
ownership of the bulk of our
media by a tiny handful of
capitalists). Such a capitulation
has nothing in common with a
strategy for the socialist
transformation of those media.

Of course, for “‘ideological”
producers like journalists, a post-
entry closed shop has everything
to do with “‘press freedom”, even
though most journalists still see
the issue in narrow trade union
terms. The proprietors know that—
it’s useless denying it. We should
be meeting them on that political
terrain with the argument that the
NUJ’s closed shop could indeed
be one small step in bringing
about a freer, more democratic
and responsible press and
broadcasting system. For example
the editors’ dirtiest work might be
challenged using the NUJ Code of
Conduct, if they were forced into
the NUJ. Only such an offensive
political argument can begin to
shift the struggle in the NUJ and
the print-unions on these issues in
a potentially radical and
productive direction.

Carl Gardner
London N wé

ROCK OFF

1_Excuse the pun, but the level of
The Leveller is dropping. I had to
look twice at this month’s issue
to be sure I'd bought the right
magazine. Interview with Poly
Styrene, Reggae, Sci-fi...... Is
this the counter information that

The Leveller is going to provide
us with in the future? If so, I'll
stick to the Sunday Times colour
supplement where I can read non-
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Political biology

A TEAMFUL of Peles, and Raquel Welch lookalikes,
was the Daily Mirror’s idea of genetic engineering in
their recent serialisation of Vance Packard’s new
book, The People Shapers. The tabloid version of
micro-biology didn’t explain why genetic engineering
1s such a potentially explosive issue, with
consequences for unemployment, safety (playing
around with genes is a bit risky to say the least) and
work organisation. Research priorities, surprise-
surprise, reflect the needs of capital and the
multinationals can choose to carry out this research
in those countries with minimal safety regulations.
Our science correspondent Eugene Splicer explains—
and examines the work of the Microbiological
Research Establishment in Wiltshire, listing the
nasties that government scientists are manufacturing.

In the last six years molecular established a research team, and
biologists have developed other firms are making similar
techniques to cut out specific plans.
sections of DNA molecules, the The Biosciences Group of the
genes of any organism. They can National Research and
also splice such genes together Development Corporation
with a vector or “transport” (NRDC) which invests
molecule, enabling the excised government money, is already
material to be transferred to funding two projects. One is in
another cell. This means it is Norwich on techniques for
possible to manipulate the genes antibiotic production, which if
in order to develop certain successful would be exploited by
characteristics. A powerful drug companies operating under
technique, it gives information licence. The NRDC is currently
abdbut how particular genes contemplating further investment
operate or how to confer new in three areas, antibiotic
biological properties on the production, plant breeding and
organism into which the genes are the manufacture of interferon, a
introduced. substance that mey be used in the
At present the host cells are treatment of viral diseases.
bacteria, which may be Possibilities like these have led
engineered to produce new to a lot of SlmphSth rhetoric
chemicals, such as antibiotics, from scientists recently, about
hormones like insulin and various  cheaper drugs and more efficient
medically useful substances like agriculture. Such bland assertions
the blood clotting factors that have ignored the economic and
haemophiliacs lack. Already political context of this work.
scientists in the US have
succeeded in making one

week the General Electric
Company in the States was
~awarded a patent on a bacterium
that degrades oil very rapidly,
useful for tackling oil slicks at sea.
It may be possible in time to
manipulate the hereditary
material of plant and animal cells.
In Britain ICI has about 20
people working towards the
bacterial production of insulin— _
currently extracted from pigs and
cows— at its corporate
laboratories in Runcorn. o
Informed sources say that ICI
has made a commitment to spend
around £ 100 million in this field
over the next ten years. By the
1980s its Plant Sciences Division
could be using recombinant
genetics in plant breeding.
Unilever is already working on
that at its research laboratories in
Bedfordshire. In High Wycombe
the drug company GD Searle has
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Playing around with genes
of micro-organisms is not a -
simple or well-understood
activity, and from 1974 to 1976
there was a world wide
moratorium on some of this work,
because of possible dangers.

In Britain two government
committees, composed of
narrowly selected groups of
scientists, considered these
problems. The latter, which
included influential genetic
manipulators, reported in August
1976, having drawn up the codes
of practice now used in Britain.

One of the problems in this
area is deciding whether a
hypothetical danger—say. the
escape of a new and possibly
virulent micro-organism from a
laboratory —is biologically
plausible. The data on new
organisms is necessarily sparse
and based largely on inference.

Judgments about whether
enough research has been done
on the hazards are essentially
political. The consensus among
molecular biologists, a group not
renowned for their high standards
in safe laboratory practice, 1s that
there is nothing to worry about.
By contrast the policy adopted
by the International Chemical
Workers’ Federation, an
international federation of
pharmaceutical and chemical
trades unions, is that more work
on hazards must be carried out.

In Britain the initiative on
that and on the enforcement of
safety standards lies with the
Genetic Manipulation Advisory
Group.

GMAG has been operating for
just over a year, and in that time

. Americans protest at genetic engineering plans
hormone in this way and last S S S :

has received voluntary
notifications of about 80
proposed experiments in genetic
manipulation, involving around
200 people. The group, around
25 strong, is composed of
scientists, civil servants,
representatives of industry and of
several trades unions, and lay-
people able “‘to take account of
the public interest”’.

Its role is to consider details
of proposed experiments and
effectively to dictate the safety
precautions—specific
microbiological procedures,
restricted access to experiments,
enfeebled bacteria, special

containers, cabinets and clothing
and so on—which are to be

employed. How much actual
power GMAG has in practice is a
complicated matter.

The group has a number of
continuing problems to consider,
the confidentiality of GMAG
discussions, the assessment of
new host-vector systems,
regulation of genetic
manipulation in plants, medical
monitoring of lab workers in this
field and the rapidly approaching
problems of industrial work on a
much larger scale.

But as an advisory body and
with no public meetings, it is still
far too deeply buried in the State
bureaucracy and vulnerable to
forces that never see the light of

day. |
These are essentially questions

of legal and political power.
Formally, GMAG simply advises
the Health and Safety Executive
and has no powers to enforce its
wishes, In practice, acting with
the tacit support of the HSE, and
of the Research Councils, which
supply State funds to basic
science, it does have power, since
money does not flow without
GMAG approval-—as things stand
at the moment—and the HSE has
been prepared in the past to
invoke the Health and Safety at
Work Act with guidance from
GMAG. On one occasion, a
university. science faculty was
nearly shut down in order to
bring a recalcitrant genetic
manipulator and his acquiescent
professor to heel. Whether the
HSE would, say, in three years’
time adopt the same courageous

attitude to ICI is surely less likely.

This last year has seen a rapid
incrcase in capital investment by
chemical and pharmaceutical
companies in projects based on
recombinant genetics. The
regulatory institutions,
enforcement practices, policy
assumptions and research
priorities in recombinant genetics
are coming more and more to
reflect the needs of capital.

GMAG might soon disappear
anyway, because of the lobbying
from industry on MPs and senior
civil servants, to replace this

‘potentially troublesome body

with a tiny group based in the
Factory Inspectorate, that would
not license all experimentation as
at present, but would simply be
called in if things went wrong
anywhere. Some leading scientists
also support this idea.

The demise of GMAG would
be more likely under a
Conservative government, in
conditions of growing
international isolation, as other
countries loosen the safety
regulations or fail to adopt any.

It would also be accelerated by
the problem of confidentiality,
which produced severe
disagreements on GMAG just
before Christmas.

The TUC and trade union
representatives have refused to
waive their right to report back
to their constituent organisations,
in general terms on matters of
policy. This could jeopardise
patent applications for work that
has been processed by GMAG.
The pharmaceutical and chemical
companies and the NRDC have
indicated that they will only play
ball, if they can be assured of
patentable research. That political
crisis within GMAG has been
temporarily staved off by a trial
scheme that will operate for six
months.

The operation of
multinational corporations with
the ability to pick countries least
inclined or able to interfere with
their operations complicates the
political response to recombinant
genetics. It demands that it be
approached strategically by any
left organisation. Anything less
that that is likely to emerge as a.
form of Luddism and attract little
support.

Nonetheless it does seem
possible for trade unions and
groups of socialist scientists to
influence decision-making on
these issues, a much easier task
than with nuclear power.

Firstly, there has to be
international coordination of
groups working for more research
on hazards. There are of course
international working parties, the
International Council of
Scientific Unions and the World
Health Organisation amongst
others, but these are dominated
by the genetic manipulators,
some of whom have a financial
stake in the expansion of this
field.

Secondly, it would be possible
for trades unions in Britain, other
than ASTMS, to consider the
potential problems of industrial
exploitation before the massive
investment takes place. Workers
in the pharmaceutical, chemical
and food processing industries
should consider unemployment;
safety and the impact on work
organisation, because their
employers are certainly not doing
$0.

continued in fourth column
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EXCLUSIVE: the first picture from inside Porton Down: government scientist at work

Grass eéting lions

THE Microbiological Research Establishment in Wiltshire—
better known just as Porton—is one of the government research
laboratories which is partly turning from military research to
applied civilian work. This is in principle a good idea, which
Porton has had along with the Atomic Energy Research
Establishment and the Atomic Weapons Research
Establishment. But research which is now going on at Porton
may well prove even more dangerous than anything that the
MRE ever did for the Ministry of Defence.

For much of Porton’s work is now concerned with genetic
manipulation, which is capable of creating new diseases or
even new creatures. In the USA, citizens’ groups have taken
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to court because of
the dangers which genetic manipulation experiments involve
for the communities in which they are carried out. In the UK,
direct action may be necessary since the Official Secrets Acts
do not allow any detailed knowledge of what is being done at
Porton. But if the beasts which are being created got out it is
uncertain whether anything short of atom-bombing could stop
their spread.

Government scientists who are alarmed at what they are
doing at Porton have told The Leveller that the creatures being
investigated include people with no disease resistance (why?),
grass eating lions, carnivorous cows, and novel diseases with no
known cure. For instance, a form of Yaws (a venereal disease
which is now found only in the tropics) has been developed
which is immune to the usual penicillin treatment and a new
form of Madura Foot (a disease which causes pink tissue
growths to sprout on the foot) has been developed which
would cause the hideous growths to appear dll over the body.

Now that Porton is being run down, a braindrain of
scientists is heading for Japan and Switzerland where there are
even fewer restrictions on their work and money is even more
plentiful. This sort of departure will become more common
later this year if legislation to restrict genetic alterations comes
into force, as the government plans that it should. This
legislation would mainly restrict research which could create

super-animals; as one scientist told The Leveller, “We could

produce a being that looked like a stone, but which could eat
its way out of the lab.” |

S o

i

Thirdly, the possible hazards
of recombinant genetics have
received a great deal of attention,
compared with more mundane,
but probably more serious health
hazards faced by research
workers, The health monitoring
now being established for
recombinant DNA personnel
could be extended to examine a
wider range of dangers in lab
work.

Fourthly, GMAG is unusual
because of the participation from
outside the research elite that it
permits, even if this is still small.
Interestingly neither GMAG nor
the NRDC see themselves as
making policy in science and
technology, although clearly by
exercising power and providing
money in effect they are.

In line with the ideology of
State-supported R and D, policy
in this area is made simply by the
Medical Research Council
through the selection of priorities
and goals, It has no members
from outside the highest echelons

of science, medicine and the civil
service.

This leads in turn to perhaps
the most important issue. For
not only will recombinant
genetics produce new
technologies to be exploited by
industrial capital, it will also
bring into being a new set of
medical techniques for the
treatment of human genetic
disease,

Just as the benefits of genetic
manipulation are being
appropriated and organised by
capital in its own interests, so too
may the medical possibilities be
taken up in a similar way, in a
step-wise movement towards
human genetic engineering
divorced from any social control.
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SEE YOU AT
THE AGM

LEVELLER subscribers and readers get
the chance to raise their voices—and see
how the collective works at the next
general meeting on Saturday 2 June.
That day the annual meeting for 1978
of Leveller Magazine Ltd. will take place.
at the Fred Tallant Hall, 153 Drummond

set into history! Back numbers
of The Leveller can still be got
from the office—but they're
running out fast. There are no
more copies of numbers 1,2, and
10, and numbers 11 and 12 are
low. |

The offer of a complete set of

back numbers made in issue 12 is
‘therefore closed —some subscribers
have already had to make do with
incomplete sets.

Ford: an Anti-Report
Report No. 20 90p

The Ford Motor Company,
immensely powerful, immensely
‘important, a leader in the industry that

revolutionised western society, is
dissected and analysed in this latest
report.

Ford, Britain’s top car seller, has
almost half a million people on its
payroll, in a hundred countries. This
CIS Report examines Ford’s global
planning, its strategy of |
‘complementation’, and its management
tactics in the United States, Europe and
Latin America. The Report looks also at
the new Fiesta, how it is produced and
what effect it will have on the European
motor industry.

Ford: an Anti-Report is essential

reading for all those concerned to
understand the rapidly-changing multi-
national company; and a vital handbook
for those engaged in working for it.

Pluto 4') Press

Unit 10 Spencer Court, 7 Chalcot Road
London NW1 8LH, Tel 01-722 0141

CIS

9 Poland Street, London W1
R R R R S
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Street, London NW1—next door to The
Leveller office. There will be guided tours
of our sumptuous (squatted) premises,
and members of the working committee,
elected at last year’s meeting, will be on
hand to receive plaudits, abuse, etc.

As well as electing the next committee,
the meeting will be extending the debate

about the magazine’s role and politics. As

we become established (with circulation,
subscriptions, and so on rising) the need
continually to rethink and re-argue our
politics becomes greater: there are the
additional dangers of complacency and
routine to be fought.

The collective therefore urges all
subscribers and readers to show up on
June 2, and to arm themselves for the
debate by preparing, if they wish, papers
and arguments for the meeting. Any
papers that reach us by May 1 will be
circulated to all subscribers with the June
iIssue.

There is a third danger with regular
production: that the magazine can
become too London-oriented. So the
collective is particularly keen that lots of
comrades come from all over the country.
We are in no position to pay their travel

“expenses, but we can offer the following
incentives:

Free space in classified ads will be
given in the next two issues for comrades
to either offer, or seek, lifts to London.
Just send your address and phone
number and we’ll match up drivers and
passengers.

There will be a benefit disco/party in
London on the Saturday night. Entry will
be £1 for waged readers, 50p for
claimants, students, pensioners and so on.
But readers who come to the meeting
from outside Great London will get in
absolutely free.

And members of the collective, and
their friends, are offering free overnight
accommodation, for the Friday and
Saturday nights. There will also be a
creche during the meeting.

Since the meeting, in law, is the AGM
of Leveller Magazine Ltd., a registered
friendly society, only members will be
able to vote. Members are The Leveller's
founding and supporting subscribers.

Any readers are welcome to take part
in the discussions, but can’t vote. To
become a full member you can subscribe
with the form on the back page. Ordinary
subscribers can renew their subs, and
upgrade to supporting status, by paying
£10 or £20, according to income. Once
you're a supporting subscriber, by a rule
change introduced last year, you're a
member for life. You only have to renew,
by paying £5 each year, to receive
delivery of the magazine. So founding or
supporting subscribers who have not yet
renewed can still take full part in the
meeting, though it would help the
magazine’s development for everyone to
renew.

- Solong
Another
bites

THE 40-YEAR-OLD Somoza regime is
tottering on the verge of collapse. Since
the assassination of opposition newspaper
editor Pedro Chamorro on January 10,
the population of Nicaragua has been in

- a state of rebellion.

A two-week general strike began on
January 23, organised by the main trade
union and industrialists and traders
organizations, and supported by the
coalition of opposition forces of the
Democratic Union of Liberation (UDEL).
The country came to a halt. Only
companies owned by Somoza or his
cronies, plus some multi-nationals,
continued functioning under the
protection of the National Guard. Banks,
shops and factories were closed.

The return to work has not halted
resistance to the regime. Economic
sabotage, the taking over of churches and
other public buildings and street
demonstations have led to increasing
clashes with the National Guard. The .
people initially armed with machetes and
other domestic weapons are now '
increasingly using guns to protect
themselves from the National Guard. It is
difficult to estimate the death toll, but
church and Red Cross sources confirm
that people have been Kkilled on
practically every day where
demonstrations have taken place. In
Managua, Leon, Masaya, Diriamba,
Jinotepe, Jintoga and Matagalpa, in short
in all the urban areas on the Pacific

| coast and in the north of the country.

The strike began by demanding a full
investigation into the death of Chamorro,
but soon concentrated upon the demand
for Somoza’s resignation, though he has
reiterated his determination to complete
his presidential term, due to expire in
1981.

His apparent promises of increased
participation for opposition political
groupings in the 1981 presidential
elections, and attempts to appease the
rural masses by extending social security
to farm labourers and domestic servants,
have fallen on deaf ears. ‘““The people are
demanding guns, not food or wages,” one
opposition leader remarked. “The
situation is frankly insurrectional.”

Anastasio Somoza Debayle’s chances
of regaining control of the situation seem
minimal. He lacks the charismatic
qualities of his father and elder brother
which ensured them considerable popular
support. The dynasty has been badly
damaged by continual financial scandals,
culminating in the embezzlement of the
Managua Earthquake Disaster Funds.

Chamorro’s assassination was the last

tyranny
thedust

straw. He spent his life campaigning
against the Somoza regime through the
pages of La Prensa of which he was both
owner and editor. He was considered the
most untouchable man in Nicaragua,
symbolising the hopes of both the
opposition Conservative Party of which
he was a leading member and of the
UDEL, of which the Conservative Party
forms the main component. |

As unchallenged leader of the
opposition movement, of international
renown, he was considered too powerful
for the government to eliminate. He
never carried a gun or bothered with
bodyguards. ;

On the morning of January 10 he w
driving to work alone when two men
ambushed him and riddled his body
with 40 bullets.

Who killed him and why remains a
mystery. The gunmen were rounded up
within 48 hours, but it is not easy to
unravel the truth from their contradictory
statements. At least part of the half a°
million dollars they are said to have
received for the job is designed to keep
them quiet. The day they decide to come
clean, they will be taken out and shot, at
least while Somoza remains in power.

One rumour claims that Anastasio
Somoza Portocarrero, son of the
dictator, ordered Chamorro’s
assassination because Chamorro planned
to reveal details of his enormous drug
racket in the United States. This would
have ruined his aspirations to succeed his
father as president.

Just over-a month before the Killing,
one Silvio Pena, who paid the assassins,
received more than 25,000 Cordobas in
cash in the Managua offices of .
Plasmaferesis, on the orders of Cuban
exile Pedro Ramos who ran the lucrative
blood-exporting business in partnership
with none other than President Somoza.

Ramos has not been detained for
questioning. On the night of Chamorro’s
murder, the Plasmaferesis offices were
burnt down, conveniently destroying all
documents relating to the business.

If drug trafficking is behind
Chamorro’s murder, it gives Washington
further reason for concern at the
imminent fall of the Somoza regime. The
Carter administration is in a dilemma
about what to do next, and in the
absence of any contingency plans, has
tried to play down the impact of the
strike and has avoided giving the
opposition any support in its bid for a
restoration of democracy in Nicaragua.

On January 30 an NBC reporter was
spotted advising a government.
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propaganda team in Managua’s biggest ~
shopping centre. They were appealing to %,

shops through a loudspeaker van to
resume normal trading. Later that day,
‘shoppers’ were transported into the area
in trucks so that NBC could film them.

United States Assistant Secretary of
State Terence Jodman cancelled his
scheduled visit to Nicaragua in the
second week of the strike in order to
avoid giving the strikers the moral
support they appealed for.

If Washington decided to withdraw its
support for the regime, Somoza would
be isolated. National industrial and
commercial and agricultural sectors are
anxious to see him removed. He runs the

- country like his own priwate estate and so

makes their economic returns
unpredictable. The servicing of the
national debt (100 million dollars per
annum on a mounting overall debt of
1,100 million dollars equivalent to 55
per cent of the country’s GNP) falls
heavily on their shoulders by way of
taxes. In-contrast, Somoza’s family
businesses offer unfair competition,
paying no taxes and obtaining the lion’s
share of attractive’development loans and
export contracts.

While Somoza retains the reins of
government, nascent manufacturing
industry is at the mercy of his
retaliations.

Multi-nationals also face a dilemma on
what attitude to take towards the
beseiged regime. The idea of Somoza
Junior succeeding his father fills US
businesses there with gloom (70 per cent
of all foreign investment in Nicaragua

. comes from the United States). But if

they are seen to be withdrawing their
support from Somoza, they risk similar

‘retaliations to those suffered by national

businesses. However, too close an
affiliation with the regime courts
economic sabotage and the possibility of

~ hostility from Somoza’s successors.

Above all they are anxious not to lose
access to this fertile country, which, with

‘an area half the size of Britain, has a

population of only 2.2 million.
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greater risk that the traditional political
forces will lose control of the situation
to the masses fighting in the streets.

A ‘constitutional’ solution in a
country with 40 per cent illiteracy rate
would ensure the hegemony of the
educated elite. This depends on Somoza
resigning—which is extremely unlikely.

If civil resistance becomes transformed
into a people in arms, it will be no longer
possible to contain popular demands
within the strait-jacket of a ‘democratic’
solution. Escalation of the struggle into
armed insurrection can only strengthen
the position of the Sandinista Liberation
Front (FSLN) which has already become
bolder since the strike started. It is
actively involved in the urban agitation in
the main cities and has pledged to
distribute arms.

As the FSLN increases its influence, a
second Cuba seems possible, which the
US could not tolerate. At the moment,
they seem to be supporting Somoza to
complete his term of office until 1981.

That would require massive repression
to stem the pent-up frustrations of the
urban poor. An unknown quantity is the
military, which has so far remained loyal
to Somoza. Whether that loyalty could
be maintained in an increasingly bloody
situation is not clear.

The death of Chamorro has triggered
off a fearlessness and indignation which
does not respond easily to such tactics.
Every time someone is shot by the
National Guard the rebellion intensifies,
spreading from one area to another.

People publicly denounce injustices
they have remained quiet about for years.
Past atrocities committed by the military
or the ruling oligarchy are appearing

daily in the press, increasing the demands
for justice.

STOP PRESS:

Neither the capitalists nor Washington Somoza’s security chief has been killed

can afford to sit on the fence and watch
developments take their own course. The
longer civil resistance is prolonged, the

by the FSLN.

Jénny Rathbone
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Angela Phillips

Getting persanal about politics

The truth is that left groups oday are dry and
unappealing because they are out of step with
movements in history which have already taken

place. That is why women today whe are

sensitive and aware, who seek an end to the
oppression of capitalism and sexism, hesitate
uncertainly on the fringes of these groups or
retreat from them in guilty confusion.

. Paper on women & fascism

The division between male/breadwinner and
female/housewife presents important problems

for the development of socialist feminism. The
problems become most explicit in the male
strike where wives may attack their husbands for
their ‘irresponsibility’ in going on strike, their

failure to recognise that the burden of hardship
will be borne mostly by the wife who must

continue to feed and clothe the family without a

wage coming in. Or they may support their

husbands because it is his job, his wage, his

working conditions. The point is that women
acting as women, with a flickering feminist
consciousness may be reactionary, and women
acting in defence of narrowly defined class
interests may be denying their interests as
women. This is only to begin to recognise the
problems that must be confronted, and indicates
the extent to which more than attitudes have to
be changed in overcoming sexism within the
working class.

Lancaster women and socialism

16

WHEN 1,000 participants attended the Socialist Feminist
conference in Manchester in January, it was obvious that for
many women it represented a new stage of growth for the
Women’s Liberation Movement (WLM). It was just as obvious
that some had only the vaguest idea of what it was about. New

women drawn to the conference wanted to sort out what was

meant by socialist feminism and because no consensus had

been reached existing groups found it difficult to get together

and compare their politics and experiences of growth.

During the last ten years women, active in the women’s
movement since its beginnings, have recognised that whilst
the six demands of the WLM clearly outline areas of women’s

-oppression, they do not provide an understanding of the

factors that cause oppression, or put forward a radical outline

- for change.

Some women have therefore chosen to align themselves
with established left groups, and develop on existing socialist
analysis informed by their feminism. But others feel that it is
not enough to incorporate what are seen as ‘women’s issues’
into a pre-woven political fabric, and that a total understanding
of revolutionary transformation must be reached that includes
all aspects of life, the personal and the political. It is these
non-aligned women who make up the majority of the Socialist
Feminist movement.

An international SocFem conference in Paris and a series of
workshops held in London last spring were a stimulus to the
development of this consciousness, and resulted in groups
being formed throughout the country. Hackney SocFem group
illustrates well the kinds of problems encountered right from
the beginning: Y

“At first we worked through a programme of various
subjects like women in struggle and women in left groups,
trade unions and so on. After that, we had a very large
meeting where the general opinion was that women wanted
more theory. We wanted to work out a theory of socialism
and feminism and how they connected, so we started

discussion groups which completely left out the activist
element who felt very disappointed—slowly the whole thing
withered away. We've since changed that, we now have one
week where we have open meetings for various subjects, the
other week we have closed meetings of discussion groups—
women in the welfare state, women and fascism and racism.
That seems to work very well.”

It is the strength of socialist feminists that they have so
many basic questions to sort out. What was experienced as a
personal problem ten years ago, say the feeling of inability to
speak at meetings, is now seen as a manifestation of what is
inadequate and oppressive within conventional left political
structures. Consciousness raising groups used to be dismissed
by the left as group therapy for troubled women, where
nothing much happened except the occasional affirmation of
‘oh I feel like that too’. Socialist feminism sees what happens
between individuals within a group as being integrated with
what the group actually does, and attempts te analyse that
integration. So the fight for abortion on demand is part of the
struggle for selfdefined sexuality, and the picketing of
Grunwicks led to an examination of how and why the role of
the women both inside the factory and on the picket was
played down on the left. |

It would be easy to characterise the socialist feminist
movement as one shot through with polarisation and
conflict—theory and practice, personal and political, socialist
feminism and feminist socialism. But what may seem like naive
and simplistic examination to some has revealed a need for a
complete reassessment to others. This made the South London
SocFem group decide that they would close the group to
aligned women, so that they could start from the beginning
without the influence of women committed to the policies of
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