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In ay heart I agree with pacifisa, tho‘ in my head I cantt
see it working. But what gets me is pacifists - I mean.90$
of the ones I've set: you know, the sort who bounce up and
say ‘Hi, I's Nigel and I's a pacifist vegan." There are
loads of pacifists I have dons things with, but they're the

- onee who don't shove it down my throat and just get on with
thfi Jab in h‘Me

inarcno-pacifists are the evangelical, noralising wing of
the anarchist movement. They believe in the supreme power
of the individual's conscience: like Gandhi, they would sit
under a falling nuke and defeat it with their own goodness.
But I find most of them patronising and condescending. They
are blind to their own privilege. lost have been brought up
in relative comfort ami ease, so it's easy for thes to carry
on living a pacifist life. But loads of people have to live
in.ahitty conditions, trapped in shitty violent Jobs and
relationships. Because they can't/don't live morally pure
lives, anarcho-pacifists look down their middle-class noses
at thee. They don't see that paoifism is pp; a practical
choice for millions of people in the UK, let alone all over
the world. This world is a shitty and violent place and has
been for centuries. Pacifists seem to think you can live
on an island of moral purity in the middle of such shit.
Brt that's bollox because violence contaminates everythihg.
Just like you can't be totally vegan in a world based on
exploiting animals, you can't be pure in an unpure world.
That sort of "holier-than-thou” mcralising gets right up my
nose, and it makes loads of pacifists fucked-up people who
sound more like fuck-love Christians than revolutionaries.

There are more specific reasons why I won't call myself an
anarcho-pacifist. They preach non-violence and love (OK)
and then try to tell people mm to do (not ox). I've 1»...
told that it's "not anarchist" of ms to feel hateful or
violent, that anarchy is "about co-operation and mutual aid."
Iell that's all very well, but I'm still not going to
co-operate with those I see as my enemy. Pacifists tell as
that hating hunters brings me down to their level. They tell

HQTHEBGHLHMR?
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for a long time I've tried to write why I feel anarchism
and fasinisa go hand in hand. Hell in "Harpy" (Bristol
anarcho-feminist mag) 1 found someone had managed to do 1:,
so I've nicked some of their article for this. Cheers.

IIIIIISI means fighting for all women, but especially u
working class and black women, for control over their own ,
lives. It means fighting against oppression by the State,
by the rich and by men. It means struggling against Ell
the shit that controls women and keeps us in a second-class
position. That means dostroying the power of the government,
the DEBS, the cops, the doctors, the social workers, the
ohurch(es), the media, the bosses etc. etc.

Issinisa doesnft mean a group of privileged, educated women
wearing funny clothes and leading 'alternative' lifestyles;
nor does it seen a group of seperatist "men - haters" as the

.-

sedia would have us believe.Pbminisa is a wide group of wo- j
sen who are rejecting their positions in this society and
eh; gre already fighting for freedoa,indepsMence and

o
9c
9

mi that it was wrogg to feel the least bit amused when PC
Elakelcck got it in the neck last year. Thinking of vicl-Pnce
does sicken.se, but no-one-is going to tell me what to think
or feel. 'And I'm not going to condemn people who are so shat- 3
upon’ that they resort to violence. bsides which, there's no
way that we could ever bring ourselves down to the level of
our ensaies (with centuries of our blood on their hands) even
if we spent every day of the next fifty years hacking up cops.
It's just typical pacifist moralising crap: pacifists think
it's all a matter of individuals and consciences, so they
condemn anyone who can't "rise above" their enemy. Tottenham
rioters are attacked for sinking to the level of the cops.
Gandhi (the pacifist god - huh!) also liked to play "Blame The
Victim". When Tolstoy asked how just one company could
enslave the whole Indian population, he replied "the
responsibility is more ours than that of the English." So we
can forget the Bitish army? So we can forget the thousands
who died fighting the Brits long before Gandhi was even born?
So it's the fault of the Indian population that Britain
ripped them off? Pacifists, like Gandhi, forget that most of
the shit in this world comes from TIHII(the cops, the bosses,
the army etc.) and not from us. If they've really got nothing
better to do than get upset over Blakelock, they could at
least blame the State and not those who are trying to fight it

Blaming us and not them also means that in the eyes of
anaroho-pacifists most of us non-pacifists aren't "real"
anarchists at all. Pacifists talk of co-operation and trust:
can I trust them not to cc-operate with the cops? On a hunt-
sab last year a friend pulled one of the blood-junkies off
his horse. To the pacifists, this was "introducing violence
into the situation" - never mind the fact that hunting is all
about violence. So the pacifists told the hunt "You can
have him, he's not one of us" and walked off, leaving 4 of
us to fend off 3 angry huntscum who wanted revenge. And
because I refuse to stand by and watch 25[_cf us get
trashed over by the cops, hunters or fascists, anarcho-
pacifists try to guilt-trip me into feeling that I'm a
blood-thirsty thug into mindless violence. Shit, it's
enough to make any half-way decent anarchist pull on their
balaclava and Doc's, and reach for the nearest briok....
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local CO-op was still selling goods from South do ‘nods an ‘mm III? V stud‘; Jo;

‘S %: up with the manager (who could see nothing H 931,-Ha MOI S '
ee If K =;_-;-5 :(\&

§‘\-.\\ %

E (lit?
choice.It means ordinary women working within their own

be housekeepers and nursemaids.It mean women who are sick
of trying to look like filmstars and sick of keeping an 'i—
deal hcae',turning around and challenging the control and
and demands of men.
LHLRCHI3l_. r'J0°tl the idea of power and contr 1o over
PIOPII by the state.It believes in people having o¢n1ro1
over their own lives and not being told what to do It b
lieves in the liberation of all people from the trap pf.-
a power-seeking society controlled by ema11 gnd pr1v11_
@694 group of rich men and women,
Feminism,and the "equality" of men and women mugt be

t
°r ‘n‘r°h1'"'"‘1° °PPP6llion and control is as much t::ENHH1
as state and class cppression.If there are any won; g
ther thinki n O“t E ng along these linss,it would bg 57.‘; to ‘gt

cge her - Just write to Leicester Anarchists,c/o Blackth-
orn Books .
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Q? _lives to make it clear that they are no longer prepared to

®
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® Q Q ® .... Mp, gnu fled, for e long |w1'5w|\mgr?-

T?-is

at all wrong with supporting apartheid .... ‘
"Our small contribution won't make any diff'— H“. eeceeeereeinua Eh; cfixi

crcnce will it'?"... "I'm not a racist"... etc-) . I iuoo am 4 an P“ M01d Rswho was able to enlighten me. The boycott ozpmoo pus co-no oqo, so a cuss cqi up ion
=9 siucmqs';u'nd ocoqi inc O'[0p oi trsqi acqies

decision was made by the css and cws (C°'°P sosnao 9 4 O mai 0.11 s c su s
Wholesale Society) Vh1°h B-Fe °°mP1°t°1~Y 5°P" q U? op LI 9 1 9 O seam“V t _ ti from the co Ops we see in 4'; - £Bp0i Kiopoos .mo JO smoidnuts are oun_:.:c
ars. e organics ons "l cons 0 c ca A‘
tour towns and villages which are ccuntlf 81‘°\1PB~ Pu‘ I IA apourmo W an saunas ‘OJ_ iuanksdca go pu"r>[ cmcs so coaxed Jcqioue uc' ' ' C - S . there - 'iii Rfilfigrtgfibfiififigzghifichohza Zcach made no qons 4o':'[;u1: so -("[131 oi aanod so 41.13-|:.z

there own decisions on whether or not to sell ft"-I4 W3 Mm‘ ‘I
S. African goods. He said the only way I‘C0\11d \4"l3'FJ) o‘[3‘3n.14B' Jno 491°C” Wflbo up. ‘ _ . [II iIs| .ICh;

have a s in this matter is to buy a share in sq; pug Qwgwas mm ind“ J0 rzo-pg-Q4993
Co-op (Ex and vote at one of their meetings. g -F-IFCI sumo ap 9"“ 9939-Inca. a s an "Y °I?lIM not “"9 “"3Living out in the sticks as I do, I foun
that people's awareness of importa.nt_1ssucs
like anti-apartheid _is pretty non-cxistant.
And the motion to stop S. Africa!) good-9 V9-3
thrown out. Does anyone fancy Jomms mo to
do some leafletting outside the store?
But there is some good news... F00d"8t1-lfffi
that ggrgry the Co-op brand name are produced
and distributed by CWS and should be right on
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