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One of the most important events for years was the lorry

drivers' strike in 1978, which brought the British economy in

~ some sectors to a standstill, in others UNDER CONTROL OF
THE INDEPENDANT STRIKE COMMITTEES - i.e. essentia’
goods and services. Whole towns could only function with the
supervision of the lorry drivers, for example Middlesborough
and Warrington, where no goods moved in or out without author+
isation of pickets et up on all routes. They also sent pickets
to all distribution centres. The Union (TGWU) hierarchy was
never in control of the members although it tried, and it and
the Labour government virtually begged them to return, not
to work, but to 'normal’ strike tactics. They didn't issue
orders, send in the army or the police because they were
terrified of two things - a) The seemingly unlimited deter min-
ation and power of the strikers, b) The escalation of the dis-
pute into a general shut-down of industry: this would have caused
an emergency social situation which could have been solved by
the development of the lorry drivers' committees, joining with
other groups of workers, into WORKERS' COUNCILS to take
over the management of each town and area. And fuck me if
that's not what we've wanted for 100 years. A dual power,
revolutionary situation! Suffice to say they got their demands
in full.
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