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Pm moIlI'ng,and leaving a proyeci more been
a o big part all mu life for rhe pasl %*_ 96018 -

The cowl club ls an anarchlsl Social wim-
lnle bough fine town canhre premises in

ed money Jumped The hoopsio creole a
‘l l'spoIce aflcr years of ualiin land
hfife managed To $U$‘|'Ol'flifi$O‘FGfg H3 oi
massive proecl useol bg mang diffierenl

€0<P€l_'l'Vlr\8l'lt in D~l"1_’-0fg3lfli'6'lTiQ- No one
is paid 11> ‘maria?’ It , nqolrle can volun-

lear and gclr involved ‘In running Ii~. fill nrI_ajor decision are made ar monmlgl
open general meoiirigs . All work is Self‘ orgr:Inlsed- 'lh0l6 11M ‘Wl-ll-°l'\| anqwaq.
our ier nnebaclehraclc agaIn.1 l'h.0V\Ql"ll' 1‘d like lo evaluare mu experiences-whar
we learnt Iwnar Ive queslianed. whark Inqolred ii whore aespoiircd me. but how
do 1 wen begin lo do +hal'? -- I'll sirarl ar lhe beginning. A group of firienolo lNl'i'l'i
dreams of our own social Space and some degree of overcorI6'dencc- ll look us a

'~a- J ‘
I I \ groups an People Iii also oi wIa$$'Iv€

couple o(- gears Io gel organised, involve a wider group of people‘.0g‘el- loans, find
and bug a building. figuréoui our legal ololigalions (building nroll fire
5Q-fgilyl food hygiene! wasle conlvacfs ! gah). ienovarc ii, and 0fzn.Th6 opace
immediarelq proved lls wor+h when Ir was used as a mooillslng pace farm I-no
ani-I-ww’ Prdresis in "1005. M _ b I
1 armed 1'mr'II- wasn't usr lrhe usual suspects I/olun rm , uk rho!
all soils o?wIg\pecied people sohldww Idcrmfied“ Willa our '|ll*°"1‘gl’l0" 5°?/I'M
C2M1‘i€' # gal siuolc In. considering our -(nirig ovcr-l; pdllhcs ilr was a qculfi access-
ible space (oiighlrlg less so now. asiis become more subcuii'urai).‘fe4I,we1alL'od
pollhcs c organised oiirecr odion. blur we now also IIa_aI a proJec+ In which we
ooulal pal muluai aid coo-opem1I'on'Irrl'o oraclue. Cheap heairhg food and a child
-fviendig ai-mosplacre maolll. me calé oi welcome refiource (arid Gwlvallg had
an efEe_cI' an Food prices all down fhe siweri I), and lniliahvefi lIloe_-lina MEP (Fee
6n lI.ih lessons fr rq‘I.Igees) c well-‘are_ Ir'gh1's advice sessions provided services
mslarhouf me red rape ¢ (less) class Issues 0P I'M. vnaInsIYeam non tgufil-radar.
1 hadn'i' been parfiou-laflill Involved vl3I1irI -l'lrlI's side Of ‘lYll'i\Q$ air flan s fl: but
§OO|'\ saw inrulr value wl'+lw"I will crl/nhre (nor 1'0 menfion bringing M5 a iok of
business rule Irelief-~ !)- ‘lhe conslslencg and long lerm focus we were aialelogain .

e o el heci me co rovnlses we of course were mourln havm a l aLlo uhni ' ' l°°’ '
spaycne -— and %Il€ aebare wggal vs- sqvalled s ces’ was verggmuch Lagging rfi
nu 11me (fovrhrl. record - 1 ulanled born ii xgauoed rheq wu.id co- l.S|" l).
I also reailg lored ourbar. we had rasiq ¢ cheap local beers, we had aplaca lo
hang our It our on silly Parliesl and -Friday nighls became a rgular popular
pub nI'ghlr- l‘m not sure when and how rviis changed,bu+ aver I-Ime rhe. ‘regulars’
orowd l'hinned - 1 guess the inihai €J¥0il’€l'Yi€H'l£ ware off - J! al- some point The
bar Jusr wosn‘l busg unless mere was an event on . Thankfullg. fine club got
incraaslnglg used as a venue, desplre a lg; of or-P puihng faorors for pr0nno+ers

The I>l-\r‘- emos mearllng-lo pulon a fll'2'\:‘|I' qou had lo do I+ RU. yourself‘. The cler-
nallg lncomplele/broléen 'P-A- The res 'Ch'On of our license being a members’
club .‘lhe lncompelence of everqone ¢ evoruihI'rIg-

'2-002 wl'i+I a morlgoge and lols of‘ borrow-

‘Bands playing here -as well as omcrlvaueii lng vI'sI1'ors -
mo Si-lg hugely apprecialed The club I-hough. This is one
or rhe +hI'ngs rhar Ieepi me connnuallg inspired -from
rne inside nne cowlcy could be an enelyu sucking monsler
0fdcSPaiflfIrom lrhe oulside a now long runnIrI9 c near
legendary space people are enrolled 1-osee.
There were some qlulc difiicuir h'rnes- a few years ago
we were iv: a siaie of siege from a load of bored and
our n's'In a resslve ieeha >CU|VYllfl0l1'lYl In ma
brofien W%r‘\9d0l%%, valriollls scfgggl t a lhcnd bairlg loegvlen
up on me $iIreel- we hned e_y_ery iaclic (even calling iha
cops!) -- ‘bouncers‘, diplomacy , follovwna them home,
and wIore»’rh.ough in fhe end I'M moss‘ effeclwe yer
sliguug aepresslng 'l'0i0l\‘(. proved +0 be building boards
Forlrhe fronl win ows ¢ ignoving rhem. 'lhls drove a
falffow punters aw? . On top of fne cosis ofrqaainng
windows e decrease popuianm someone was regularlg
nict'IrIg money our of me Till as I-he lime . The 1~lli If
cashing up sysrem was verq much based on lvusi. 1‘rh
pr~ei'i'y sure ifs been mlldig abused 1'hvoughou+,bui
ihere have been iwo major +heFt$ - ‘Ihis firsi lime . some
o{— us suspected a volunleer cook who was dIfI‘icu.Ii +0
work wilh - money always seemed lo go YYll'$'Sil'\9 oh his
shifts .This pat us in a. very awlzwarol s'Ii\IIolh'on. I-iow'i'o
prore This wlrlrloul being arsehoies? whar If rhe suspicions
were wrong? How To even Talk about Them‘! On-i'lneoili|,r
side. 1 was furious - lols of us , lncLuding many vv'll'h
shill-u economic _S'l'flAQ'hOYlS -gave our hme 1'0 i'h.e club for
Free pand worked so hard -I-ofunolraire for 11;. Evenluallg
-l‘hls volunlecr left , and lino Thefts slopped. prenq nrulch
confirming Il- had been hlivi .1he second magor Incident
was gusi lasr gear , whue someone fished half rhe weeks
l'ai¢'In s out of me dnlpsafe --aboul- Llsoo in au! we
even ammd ihc discarded ciorhes hang-er used asa hook.
we bought a now, more secure safe, bur had been hit
PW l“°'°',- — .
The financial side of lrhin s has alvmgs been a bil-of can-
cgm especially 1'0 me- ism I'M verg beg‘InrI'Ing 1 deali-
wvrn a l0+ol- +lIe -fIrU||r'(.(_$. Fatal ‘lime 1 snarearm;
reapansiblill-g wiih OI small grfilipma peopul ~' rha.‘mange-
ment COTIIIYII ee‘ fhar we medod 1'0 have on i>ap_er;~r in
reou,I.'1-I; drol Hie admin v~f6Yk- This however aielnl susraln
I'I:sciF - won ail-er ‘lYu|lrlg lo broaden ‘rt our a general
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admin mrl.eh'r\Q and encouraging more vol.u.nI-ears "lo par- 1 dxiedacamqouww
l\'cip0J"@- For a kw I4ecIr$-,all1rIough -lhere were a COu_pl€ »= 1'»wt‘£ Wvlrlrw-3» da-Iy
of oirhers +a.l<'Ing rlurns wllh me iv amply I-he safe and 8 /.Ieed.owaf>/P
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malclny sure we were paying l-he mortgage may monlh 1 could balwy keep on
1'op0(‘lt- 1 did appeal for help, aL_l_>_ , I; found final m0_sl_ people aleso lH‘l‘ll'Y\l- 7’AUL?4, I lemnad 6’/wm Ma 60w&y/ ,.___,
glared by numbers wlar Hley re llappy+o abscond all declslons "lo a_ny9_fl@ ¢|$€
Tlqals not llery healfhy Now Hoar 1 was atfually I-hrearznln 1'0 leave , anew~ . sc nsslnc l llllal-ll slkn.-ln b kmfinance /edml" owe has firmed *° We O" Q"! my Jobs -'91 really hope ms sf? eooole qtllaallgfleg iolfnellliro P@°l;llgWa|"t' mil lsalgymllglgl
aolrnln group mark 1 can ~SnS+<M'YI l1"$@|l°- ~l'o accnleue vwrvloul some "lop - bollom alrga//llsa-hon
The recesslon has nl'l- the club hard. Everylhleng cosrs more ~ food prlccs have dou-
bled , 6l€ClYlOl1'\{ . elrcryrhlng we use» while our clllnleles‘ expendable income *pfl>¢ed.ures on non! deuslonsane made
has shrunl<- Groups nlol use fine club ¢ l°0trnefLy were able +0 Channel. Funding 1'0 er FW wmple Yww meow we dwll limwslasm WMQS Md wanes
it have been finding ll much haroler To secure yranis We are currenl-l sun/wing Wm‘ we '"‘-PG‘/l°'N'T° Plumnf TM bull WWW l/W65 4'5 C0-fl Q?-1'

b ' ~ ' l< t -' l of slwuclureussness‘ nemohvaledb a ml 5:r;,°::2‘Z3i‘.ll ‘ll"§."1‘,‘2"‘£ii‘§;J2Z‘Zf;l'?"‘ so '5 we e lo“ ‘F seas l:€ .mllw.le H 5 C" e
The rebulllhny of our derollcl back buildrny l~na’r was completed some years ayo
obvlously added lo our resource base but also lf\Lf'€6l$€6l our mnnrng oosls . even if
ll’ could in lluorg ‘carry lfself"fmancially‘*lncrease.d 1-no amounl 0F money we
med 0 n\ovlHn-
‘five also recently been worrylng about Hrle. oaf¢- 1 cooked every weak for
5ya1rs.‘l'lr\en fortnlghtly since. 1+‘.s a greal resource -at beolno fiiefldly space wl
+a£-fgllnealwly meals used by a wide range of people. As wiln evcrql-lming in+h.t dub
llil been up and down. H-‘J hugely dependent on enl'hM516\$l'\'C LOOKS who are able
-lo wok good food on o budge? . and finendly 4% welcomrng volunleers fo =>+ol‘¥1“l~e
CO\Lh\-CF-"H.DW¢U8l' ilk also polenfially a lot of hassle- Cvlmkr emf? have fv be quilt
Pqflgwl: Q w\'lll'nq lo deal vvlfln all sorts o{- P£,Ofl.Q- COOKS have a longs ofitn ham
¢lqly.'Ll‘.s almys balm d'lfFiuu.l +0 find enough cooks. and many gel pun‘ off by 0°"
mmg in and Ylavlng To olmr u.p aflcr olhers (.11rle lulnchen321$ used by many olffl -
¢r@,,\+ groups and people and Mamml'nln9 a good slando. _ of-T deanuness ls an
upyu“ 5M,g5|g.'), wok w\11-l COS e-en.|l1»ung 96$ l>F0'l<0.I'}@l'Ol-ch all
-{mg 1-{me , Al Algal wifln general dlsorganlll-ed chaos. y _

 l y  Okay I my Pnar lf‘ 1 sl-arteol wafiny Pd find
T "l ” '”' """""'"" ll’ hard lo stop. 1 shouidlry 4 maybe W5/Y-ill

l ---"‘ hops lguz Oowley can suslouin Fggf‘. 1, want
-l-o be ablel-o come back and vl'sll- Bn'5n+on
and en] i-he comwwlnlfy space Mrnaurflm

burden. Ll‘: aC:l'ually kfnglq gm 11, have ol
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= l-lowwcr H/lere canl Jusl- be one rtolpe fisrdealmy wll-n
um t fov e/Xampue ol rrln evemflwl -lo ol meda-
horl?-colp ls foo slmplo aetfgdluhgon un sown?oases '

1 many volunleers seem To want-to l:e+old wl\a+lo do Tlus ls Wow we are
muglnat to bcha/lie Olnors seomm lobalolwllk blu-alrevublolsh atdolrlg
0l0l'ua»l. wofld Thls lsan lssue of‘ class Only a Few peoplaome upfor
seoln whal nmols dolnq, accepnny r2S|JOVlSlblLLbl.( wlfnout malung a fuss
olbovl l'l' and ccmfidonl-l.y oownplrhng Nos or oleallrlq vvrll/l ol Slluomon
‘these poopln. an wllnh gold‘

{oral lonqhme we Frelred about
1-he, prmslrlousness 0¢ belng ol
legal space The food l/lyqlene
0.u.1-n0nl'y could lndeed shun‘ our
lulrollcn down at any point and ,,_
‘Fncle are °l'l\(’.f‘ speolfic legal " '*'
0l3llQCt1'\OY'lS we do lfl€£d‘l'Ofil\lfil.
-e 9 have an 0-lco not lICG!lS€; J,
-pay fee‘; and blllé, have Of»‘fe. __ E‘
conllacl - bur ln general what
prouonls us from bem harassed § W
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fiulr so many years -flwuyn 1 will rnrss l1rll.S Publm M990“: e os
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