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This is the first issue of Mother Farth, what we hope

ill evei.tually be a magazine 1nclud1ng noct only
llb»rtarla“ 'news and views', but articles of general
interest on widely differing subjects, cartoons and
poetry.

pasically the aim of this issue is to interest pecple

in the idea of this acrt of magazine and tc gather together
a group of comrades, each prepared tc take a share in
writing and prianting it, in any capacity they can, and
with ideas on what the ultimate aims of the ﬁapcr shiould
be. We apologise for what may seer a laciz of crizginal
material; our excuse is the general lack of ocgde;t
participation in anytiing but academic work after the
beginning of the sumuer term, and the fact that this

issue has been edited and printed virtually singlehanded,
fe hope that the next issue {(in 2 to 3 weeks) will contain
articles. from anarchists all over the cocuntry, as well

as plenty of contributions from peonle in tie university
and college - aind fore illustrations with luck.

If you are interested in helping in any way with Mother
Zarth please con#&#ict liarion lMcCartney c¢/o Libertarian
socialist Society pigesn hole or at 21d Fearson fve.,
Alternatively you can core and see us at the Libertarian
HDoolzstall which we wiil be running every week in the
Union.

LOVER BY. AWK - i GARTNEH
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THAT HOTLIRE

"One had to cram all this stuff into one's mind,
whether one lilked it or not. This coercion had such a
deterring effect that after I had passed the final exan-
ination I found the consideration of any scientific
problems distasteful to me for an entire vear.... 1t 1s
in fact nothing short of a miracle that the modern
methods of instruction have not yet entirely strangledc
the holy curicsity of dinquiry; for tnis delicate little
plant, aside from stimulation, stands mainly in need of
freedon; without this it goces to wrack and ruin without
fail., It is a very grave nistake. to think that. the
enjoyment of seeing and searching can be promoted by
means of ccercion arnd a sense of duty. To the contrary,
I believe that it wculd be possible to rob even a health
v beast of its voraciousness, if it were possible, with
the aid of a whip, to force the beast to devour contine-
uously, even when nct aunsry - especially if the food
handed out under such coercion, were tobe selected

accordingly.” Pt e nratale s SRR
iy ALBEAT BEINSTZIN

Once a stude~t has registered for a degree course he
subizits, for the most part, tc studying what other
peonle see fit for him to study. And in case the student
should attempt tc assert his autononly by straying away
from the curriculum, and concentrating exclusively upon
aspects of the curriculu:r that interest hin, the
authorities have pcocwerful sanctions with which to bring
him to heel. Examinations covering the whele course
ensure that the student keeps to the letter of the
curriculun. And essays- time-consuuing and difficult
because they are forced upon the student, ratier than
arising from his personal choice and enthusiasni= oCCUDRy
most of his time. In fact a lot of time 1is wasted, spent
in apathetic dejection, trying to avoid doing what one
is compelled tc do. Whatever spare time the student may
possess is soured anc overclouded by the thought of all
his acade~ic obligations. The student has just about
enough time to appreciategd what he would lilke to study,
but he has the frustration of heardly ever being able to
pursue these matters to their logical conclusion due to
1ack of free time. If a student is required t - study
four, and perhaps evexn more, braiches ol his course
simultanecusly, this see s tc delimit tae attention he
he can give to any ocue of these branches. The result is
suvperficiality. Superficiality is not necessarily to Dbe

cnderned, provided that one's approach has been freely
chosen. The complaint that 1 have against the notion of
curriculu: and degree course is that one has

ach

selected by somecone otiher toan oneself. Adinittedly tiere
is a certain anount of choice of topics after the first
and second year, but the choice is relatively limited,
and the the content of one's chosen topics is decided,
to a large extent by the person who gives the lectures
stts the essays and exa. s. This means that the student
is largely denied the excitemnent of personal discovery
which is so essential to any real lesraing and enthusiasm
It seems that under tiie present system of schocls and
Higher Education, nobocay iS5 going tc do any real learning
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until they become free people-- free to study what they like, when
they like and how they like, with nobody breathing down their neck
hounding them with absurd essays and exams, It is significant that
there are so many people willing to testify that they only began
to do any serious work after they left the institution. No doubt
people dcing research at University would attest that they have
greatly benefitted from no longer having the thought of exams
hanging over their heads and no longer having to do essays enfcced
by other people. Once liberated from a "predetermined, pinched,
examination-harried course of instruction" the individual is free
to go at his own pace, set his own standards, and achieve his own
goals., This will not lead to a slack time, quite the reverse, self-
imposed standards are notoriocusly high and yet they are much
easier to fulfil because one has the consoclation of being a free
man, with no—one to denigrate you if you fall short (except your-
self). Preedom is such an essential ingredient for hu:an beings
that without it they can never fulfil their best potential,they
become distraught, neurotic,; apathetic,and, just like the lion
pacing up and down in his cage, they are lesser pecple,

One educaticnalist who has correctly diagnosed the need for
freedom and acted accordingly is A S Neill, He realises that play
is an essential ingredient for a child, and that the child should
be free to play as much as he wants. When asked whether he believed
in homeworlzr, he replied "I don't even believe in schocl lessons un
less they are voluntarily chosen. The homework habit is dis-
graceful, Children loathe homework, and that is enough toc con-
demn it." Considering the similarity between University and
most schools—- once one has decided toc attend University one is
forced to do essays, exams, attend lectures, tutoriais, and
study a predetermined course just like at most schools- it is
surprising, perhaps, that no-one has applied the insight of A S
Neill to Universities.

Of course the University is a more flexible institution than
most schhools, and allows the student a certain amount of freedom,
Nevertheless it is ceatral to ny argument, and no-one can gainsay
that the University is basically a coercive institution. Let us
imagine that an enlightened body of peonle set up a University
along the lines of A 8 Neill's 'Summerhill!'!, The studentwould be
informed, on first arriving, that there are no degrees or formal
qualifications tc be obtained. This would cut cut the large
number of pecple who ehiter University merely tc obtain a Jjob-
coupcn and as such have no piace in any genuine establishment
of learning. The student:would be told that they are completely
free to study whatever hey lilze and when they like~ there
would be no exams or essays and no regular lecture courses. The
students would be reminded, however, that the so-called members
of staff have various specialisations and strong pocints , and
will be very willing tc advise and help a student in parsuing
his researches, and wiliing to comient on any written work that
they might do at any ti. . e. Semiinars might be arranged by students
on a voluntary, 'ad-hoc' basis,and lectures might be given from
time to time by anyone whe felt he had something to say of espec-
ial interest,

How would things then develop? Scme students might spend all
their time talking to other students and members of staff (this
seems hardly likely, althcugh there would be definitely more
talking than goes on at the moment) and if this is the case,
fair enough. There is a great deal tc be gained by getting to
know .other people and absorbing their insight and experience. It
seenis unlikely that people would wish to spend more than a year
just talking, in which case they would either leave or spend
more time studying boolkts than they had done in the first year,
There is no question that scme very concentrated, productive and m
mature studying would take place. People would feel absolutely
free and able to do what suited the: best at any particular time.
A lot of writing woculd be done. At the moment students probably
do very little writing outside of the coupulsory essays - usually
done grudgingly and badly. In short, therefore,az great deal of
learning would take place; and there would be a real communtication
between student and sc-called mabers cf staff whichh appears to be .




singularly lacking under the present systemn,

Tet us dismiss at this _stagex the absurd cninion that before
one is mature and competent encughkx to pursue one's ow: researches
it is necessary tc go through the rigmarole of a 'forual! grocund-
ing such as in a first degree. This is more or less an excuse by
authoritarians to keep st dents in thrall and postpone the day
when they can undertake their own researches. The validity of this
excuse is easily refuted. People like Colin Wilson and Arnold
Wesker were already doing advanced studying (certainly not in a
uhiversity) before they were eighteen. pnd peopnle like Gerald .
Bienan and Kichael Holroyd, without ever attending university,
have done acadeimic work of the highest quality. AS A & Neill says,
"pAll that any child needs is the three R's; the rest should be
tools and clay and szorts and paint and freecdom”

It might be argued that an A S eill mx¥s® approach applied to
university education would suit the iiberal arts; but would it
be suitable for learning science? The main point to remember is
that science is, for the most part, a practical discipline and,
therefore is best learned at the places in which it is being
practically applied. this medicine would be learned in a hospital
and architecture and engineering would be learned cn a building
site and railways znd in factories. Underx the present system a
1ot of the science taught at first degree level is somewhat useles
Thus "the technology or science graduate enters industry only to
discover that everything he has been taught is years out of date"
and he has to be retrained all over again. When it comes to the
field af pure scientific research done in laboratories,miles
away from anywhere, scientists know as well as everybody ought
to know, that complete freedom and autonomy are essential, Can you
imagine an Einstein or a Rutherford being told what to do?

Once we have realised that schools and universities hinder the
process of real learning, and tyrranise tae student, we also
realise that at the present moment learning is by no means their
sole raison dl'etre., One beccmes awzare of the insidious cbijectives
of conditicning students toc be servile and to provide the man-
power necessary to perpetuate a society run on the basis of tyranny
and exploitation, It is, for the most part, these functions that
have prompted the recent stuvdent unrest throughout Eurcope and
America. So far, our attention at Zull has been focussed mainly
upon examinations and the scheme of democratic decision making.,

It is time that we expanded our critique to include criticisnms

of the whole concept cf degrees, precrdained courses, curricula
and the idea that 2 university is sciewhere special and sacrosancte.
8urely any place of learning has a conplete right to style itself
a university?
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Bulletin of LDED§ Information Point, anything tackled, info ong
what's on-olubs-communes-flats-Jobs-mags, crash pads etc- LIP gas
grown out of :SIT London and has merged with 'Alices Restaurant'! an
information sheet already in ex1ste ice in Leeds,.. L.IP is federated
tc other information services in Britain and relies on information
from you to exist.

LIP temporarily rcsides at the Bookshcp, University annexe, EBB
Wcodhouse iane, EeedsZ Yorks from 11.00am to 6,.00pm, lMonliay to

Friday, Saturday.

Progress to Date :
After €
After three months of exist nce with very little income to cover
initial expences and limited by the lack of publicity we have
accumulated a sizablé‘file of contacts both inLeeds and elsewhere
We have benefit concerts lined up, a barister for free legal advis
who we will contact 'for you, a2 working relationship with Leeds
claimint's union, the Concil of Community Relations with oppertuni
-ties for translation and interprefers intc immigrant languages.
We must emphasis the WE as there is no formal leadership or
bureaucracy.ve aint managers and morkers, 'cos weare both at once
hence neither. ME DEIPEND ON YOUR FEEUBACK!

CCPIES CF LEEDS TNFCRWMATICIT BULU“T LB AVAILABL FROL L S o BOOLSTALL*
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We. 2are active int theinarchist Federation of IZritain but we
recognise the. libertarian nature and/or possibilities of groups
such ‘as Solidarity, Socialist Current, sections of International
Socialism, the IL¥, and various other groups.

We believe that a Libertarian Federation containing all these,
acting and interacting together, could be very fruitful. This is
our longterm aim,

OQur imnediate task is to establish the means of Jjoint discussio
and work. We are producing an agitational paper under the control

of its producers, writers and sellers. At present it is brought
out nonthly,

- We. ask peonle who agree with our cutline to contact us and
help to weriz for a founding conference.:The © canisaticonal ide2as we
pronosed in 0.R.A. Ho' 1., Towards & Histcery and:Critique cf the

" Anarchist 1ove;eﬂt‘in Récent Tiwes are the starting point. for

-

&) | J..'F',. _~ - ~ v—a . L Y oo e
discussiocn cn the naturem cf the organisaticn.,

We also ask those intercsted in the paper as -suggested to send
us articles and he .p with its launching whether they agree with
our other proposals or not.

WVAEAOLE Pauit eS8 DUOQLOTA. L8
C ° J:'); ﬁl. ° l‘TO < l 5p
C.R,AT"No '8¢ “Theory . and Praxis_ in Ararchist Crganisatiocfi J3p

O.R.A. No. 3: The Bombthrowers - £ Study of Terrorism 10p

C.R.A. No. L: Heither Washington nor Hanci but ‘Libertarian Socialisiz
2p

Introdugtion. to Revolutionary Anarcaism: 10p

co
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The purpose of this ar:icle is not 2 give an exheustlYe.acc:
¥ universityes 1

cither of the nature of =“he rolati nsh P retweenl ‘
ything but the broac

general and society, nor can it in idcaire &a-i

outiines of t:e nature of Hull Uni *ersi Ve HoweVvVeT, the authors§

hope that enough will be said and , iven 25 evicdence te reyeal 4

about British aniversities. Horeovel, we hope that this will st
s aspects that we

wlate more research DY stiers into the veriot . :
L+ mentioned 1R relation bo1l

mention and others which we have no % S
to the situation here at Full and ot  other universities.

Perhaps it will be as well to stats) SOLS of our agsoumptionSe
We believe that they cail be generali&ed 0 FollowSjy ?he ' funcy
of universities (and 211 institutions of education) ig to prov
a particular product for =2 particular warizet We ﬂthe student
are the commodity which is being procet."sed and pacif:aged tobmee
quite explicit heeds of industrial ca . From the Univer
we shall be pushed out into the market ¥ ur labour PpOWE
in the middle and upper ievels of indust €Y. -

The University, for the vast majority g T its members, nas 1C
other role. AT the national level the'&mﬁﬂ@rSitY system as 2

whole fits neatly into the slot ascribed'tﬁ it bysociety..A§
. te closg and firm links W1A

iocal level this university has qui
resembles a factox

E. vorkshire=basecd industry. ITnternally, it ; ;
The point is that it is you and I who are tnﬂNEIIlng down the

assembly line. This article hopes to show so: € of these facts
more detail below. Enoughe. The reader must dr:\vw his own concl

Ig@MUNIYEkSITXL§*TI&S_HIT? INOUSTRY
e uphasise the
1 4ted from lack

Before we begin this Seotion, we should again
1imited nature of our knowledge which has Tresiu-
time and also poor focilities. However after .on>y limited Te
it has beco.e clear that a nuiber of conpairies ar?*C10591Y ti
to the university; Reckzitis and Colman joldings) Ltde. being

the principal culprit here.

Perhaps the most sowerful institution of Huil University 1s
council. Council, according to the Charter of ]ncofyoration i
'the governing body and the exccutive of the Ur.iversity and s
have the custody..l. managenent and administrat..ocn 3.7 the whe
revenue and property of the University and the ¢ondist of al
affairs of the University.'

Of the mezbers of council a nuﬁerically—streng gitoup is made
of owners of large amounts of property - mainly 3-adustrialist
but also descendants of the aristocracCy. The compsition cf
Council in terms of the interecsts of its members vail be cates

as follows:
& ac=denics
p 5 4 representatives of local councils
7 administrators
a nunber of others

0 industrialists
This is not a comprehensive breaidowin, wWe arc vnablie to asce

the reasons why So=€ ~embers of council nhave been cliocsell as

Also, there is some overlapping i.e. some of the 1ocal autho
mermbers are also businessi.eil,

lMerely the numerical strengtn of thne industriais, while stri
in its large size, dces no
o number of other factors

are fairly active o-d are found cn

t fuliy indicate their probable 1
should be ~nsidered. The industri
~any of tne sub-committesc




N

Council, THus, for exa:ple, W.B. Hall (director of three companies
including Priestman Brot.ers who cwn seven subsidiary companies)

is to be fuond on the Finance, Wages and salaries, maintexnance,
and building cormittees of Council {cocincidenally, theseare the
conmittees most concerned with financial matters) Similarly with

B. N. Reckitt and Colonel J. 5. Upton (bothpast chairmen and
directors of Reckitt and Colman (Hecldings) Ltd. - about which
we shall have mnore to say later) these two are both on the
finance, and Building sub-committees.

But not only are the industrialistsx active men, they are also

to be found in some of the most important and influential offices
of the council; of the three officers of council - Chairman,

Treasuree 2nd Secretary - two are occupied by the industrialists,

7, T. Loten is chairman and .. H. Downs is Treasurer (concerned

with accounting for the £15 million shown on the University's

1969-70 balance sheet ). Both Downs and Loten are past Presidents

of the Hull Chamber of Commerce and Shipping - the institution

£ which represent the interests of local employers,

The nature cf the role of Reckitts and Colmans (Holdings) Ltd. is
one which requires special analysis. IHere are some facts:

a) Three mexzbers of the single most important institution of
the university - Council are all past chairmen or directors of
that cowmpany: B. N. Reckitt, Colonel J. 3. Upteon, and Colonel
Re v, L. Jaclkson,

b) Recizitt and Colman (Holdings) Ltd. owns 140 subsidiary
companies (give or taize one or two )., It had a turnover of
£156,800,000 in 1970-~71, and profits of nearly £18 million.
Tncluded in this empire are corpanies in 38 different countries.
Perhaps not surprisingly, this includes xx k& companies in 5. Africa
Rhodesia and Greece, for in suck countries there is a subdued labour
force thus permitting cheap costs and therefore high profits per X
worker which amounted, for the whole complex, to over £680 per
worker in the year 197071,

¢) The chairren and directers of Reckitt and Colman are clearly
powerful and influential (immoral}) men both in the outside world
and within this icstituion. Since we have nc inside knowledge
of the workings of Council we do not iznow precisely now powerful
they are, but perhaps the following may give sone indication:

1) the University has, we have very good reascn to believe, a

sum of money not unadjacent to £1,700,000 invested in Reckitts

and Cclman,

2) In the rccent S. E. Asian studies sit-in it was noticed that
Reckitts and Colman had taizen considerable interest in the
department - it had distributed prizes to students, and it was
also claimed that the compeny was offering scholarsihips and Jjobs
to students. When the students pequested that the prizes be discon=-
tinued on the grounds that they did not want mcney whichk had been
obtained from a company withi investments tmx in 5. Africa, they in
formed the Head of Department, the Dean of the faculty and the
Vice-Chancellor. All three appeared to be very reticent on the
matter with the result that the issue was never really dicussed

at all. The silence by the staff puzzled the studets at the time
Perhaps it is clearer in the light of the above facts.

We live in a world where the ownership of large ancunts of prcperty
is the key determinant of sccial and ecconomic POWeTr. The share-
nolders and landlords have great influence over the lives cf the
property-less -~ they buy and sell our labour as they wish, they
determine prices, and regulate our living conditions., Universities
are not islands of independence in this situation but are subject
to similar pressures as the rest., Perhaps it is not surprising

hat the 'lords of labour! should wish to oversee tihe woriiings

of the universities., |

What is more surprisi g is that academics are nrepared to accept
th's situation without a nursur, If the clains of integrity and the
tpursuit of the truth' are noct heilow thexn surely such elements




packaging us for the market, It is striking, incidentally, .that
the system cf con¥inuous assessment, frequently scen by many
students as progressive, is merely an alternative method of
categorising and deéfising us. In fact in many ways cocuntinu
assessment ensures that students are subjccted more close
ever to tue university's influence. Students wh- have =211
exaims in the third yvear arc able tc minimisc the fime they spend
on their courses at least in the first two yvears. In contrast,
continuous assessment ensures that students are sukject to the
university's intellectual discipline from theéir first essay -
ofteiz in the second term of the first vear.

How far the analocgy of the university as a factory can be taken is
a questicn ocpen to great debate. Students are largely freec to
crganise their tiile as they feel necessary, and thexe is general
freedom in many arcecas of academic life. But this independetice
exists toc a lesser degree than is often claimed. This fact can be
demionstrated by the foilowing set of statistics taken from a report
cn the Hull University Health Centre fcor 1970:~

BH | :
No. taking finals % of finalists who -
experienced 'stress'
man 635 10.5%
Women 342 20.2%

'Stress! is a generic tera used by the Health Centre tc describe a
variety of ailments - boils, tonsilitis, etc - which are mpre or %
less directly attributable to nnervous tension induced by the
impending examinations. A nutber of other interesting facts core

to light in this report; in all but three cases those who were
suffering stress were required to take their exams despite their
illness, moreover, 73 students whose was considered sufficiently
severe tc be given a bed in the Health Centre were required to take
their exams and some even had to takke their exam standing because
their ailment prevented them from sitting! Not surprisingly, the
report xnotes that "A large proportion of those we have treated

have attained poor degree results." It necd hardly be noted that
these statistics tend (as do most statistics) to conceal the
neaning wiich they ouzhit to convey because they negate individuality
l.e. figures cannot convey the anguisih, slecpless nights, neurocses
etc Experienced by most students - whose future rests on a three
hour section of their life.

A very good argutent can be made cut to show that the university
1s, in many ways, a dehumanised institution., It is certainly not an
intellectual 'community'! - a large number of staff regard lecturing
as their seccndary role - the first being rescearch and publication
on which tihieir status anxd therefore advancement depends. Thus the
lecture theatre is frequently the only point of contact between =m%
staff and students. Typical of the staff-student dichotony is the
fact that the two groups have separate social and dining facilities
also the fact that students have n: power in decision-making while
the staff committee is a very influential unit at the departmental
level.,

Students are, in fact, led tc believe that tliey do have some power

in the running of and the decisions of their departments; through

the staff-student committees. However, experience has shown that the
achievments of these bodies is negligible. This is partly because
those students who participate in nc way represent the others in
their department, they solely represent themselves. But tae principal
cauge of failure is the fact that the staff and especially the
professor makxes the final decisicns, and cbviocusly he is not going

to agree tc dhange suggested by students that in some way challenges

his authority, that is, his position in the hierarchy.

pow OIS FrRG T




as the industriszlists can only function to pervert such aims,

If this is accepted then in the first place we must demand that

the intrests of University councillors be clearly stated,and that
Councillors be clearly subjected toc the University's intrests as
scen by the whole academic community ; and secondly ,we must demand
that the workings of the upper echelons be made as public as
possible so that it is clear how they operate and where the power
lies. But these can only be soclved by a2 free UNiversity run by and
for its members, in 2 free society.

THEE UIIIVEASITY IN SOCILIETY.

In a2 society where individuals are motivated, in the main, by
an acquisitive impulse, effeciency, profitability and utility
usually form the bases on which our judgements of gooda and bad ar
centred. In allocating funds tc any social institution, socicty

can almost be seed calculating the profits and losses resulting
from the existidiice of that institution, and pressures are contin
-ually brought to bear requiring increascd profitability. Thus it
is with universities, which are continually subjected to pressures.
and encroachments resulting in the increasingly clear definition
of their role within the s¥cio-cconomic system. There can be no
doubt that the principal aim of the university is to produce a spe
~cific commodity to meet the demands of the market place i.e, a
class whose labour is mainly of an intellectual*nature and which
fits into the middle and upper managerial positions in society.
The universities may be seen as factories processing, grading
and packaging their humnan products,

Many instances of these processes can be found, In the
way, for example, that not only the university's but the wholc
educational system categorises individuals and then isclates each:
category, preparing each for its different future role. Thus
universitics usually form isolatecd territorial and scocial units,
with little interaction with othcr social groups. The campus at
full is cleéarly divided oif,by a line oi bushes and barbed wire froOi:
the College next deor, Similarly,,the College students are limited
in the permitted use they may make of our massive library whilc
theirs is gomparitively tiny. University social and athletic facil
facilities which are considerable arc limited for students while
town facilities are inadequate. These examples whi . e perhaps trivi
~al in themselves, arc part of a pattern whereby the hierachical
divisions arc first established in the education system and
subsequently transmitted intc tae widcr econo..ic strata.

Having isolated uviosversity students off, t .e next task is tc
prepare them for their future role. This process is not, incident-
ally, something which lecturers, tecaciers or tthe Establishment!’
simply sit down and dcecide 1s their 'social function'. But,ncver-
theless, because the actors arc nct aware of the situaticn does
does not prove that the situation does not exist. Co sequently

o.e can say that the universities have certain objective functions,
thcugh thesec functions (processing, grading etc) do not usex the
straightfoward methods used in, say, grading egzs (ta state the
obvicus). ;

Nevertheless, one can discern various Pressurcs wihich operate in the
dircction of enforcing intellectual cenforuity. The moat direct
pressure is the systei:: of serections and rewards functioning via

the examination and assessment system. Tae student is rewardsd, by
high grades, for work waich corresponds to tae conceptual framcwork
within whicih the lecturers worl., As Tclstoy nas put 4t "his talent
for assimilating ard expressi..g clearly th thouzhts of cthers

had brought hix: tc the top - av school and university where t:ois
ebllity i highly prized," Thils statesent wnay nct be universally
true, but mcst students nave cxperienced suc: pressures = that

ideas which are xEx subversive, new, cr even whic.: tie lecturer
disagrees wita are discouragedc.
Both ex~zms and assessment e¢ssays are e hods of grading students -
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Ecology is the study of living things iz
envircnment. All living tuings interact wi
the environ-ent. A dyna.ic equilibriun 1s
different life forms, but now, man, with .

nowerful technclcgy, has upset the bailance
be catastrophic. Ecolecgy is the scie
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tweinty years ti e,

thus fulfilling the ancie~t prophecies that the ed cof the world
will come. before the end cf this cenitury.

The function of K.E.B.P. will be threefold:- p
(1) to do research in ecology and futurolcgy anc taus try to

events.
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predict the future course of
(2‘ to work with ot._er comservati

and to try to persuade pe:p-.e to li:

tc no more than two children.

(3) tc ‘learn how to survive during

begin the new age after 1it.
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SPLACBSH.LP BaRl:
The follcowing paragrayh: -is8 tacen Ir "Porulaticn - Kescocurces -
invirconzent" (issues in human ecc.<gy, by raul annd :mne Fhriich,
'Spaceship Barth is now fiiled tc capacity or beyond and 1is
running cut f food, And yvet the peop.e traveliling Tirst class are,
without thinkii g, demclishing the ship's alrezdy over-strained
life-suppcrt systeus. The food procucing e hanism is .being
sabotaged, The Jdevices that aintain tT.ec .t csphere. are being
turned off. The temperature contrcl .echanism 18 Leing altered
at randoi. T*or onuciear bobs, p isci. gasses and Supeér Zeris
have been —anufzsctured a-d steckrpile. by pegpie in the few
first class . coupartiieats focr poessibae future use az_ inus ctaer
first class pass neers-in-their competitive siruzges By 44 dwind-
ling rescurces, or pernaps eve. azajast tine expectant but weacser
riagsses of hwaianity in steeraze. sut, unaware t-at . tiere i8s nc one
at the contrcls of their shigs, many passengers ignore te ciraos or
view it witii cheerfu. cptigis. .
7411 ;everythinestturn out-ail rigat?!
inyone willioe to participate 1n LIS prrjedt;: oY requiri g
further inforuati-n, contact Spencer Caip el’l, ¢/o IP, lLecds
University Union /ionexe, 153, Jocdiiiise .ane, e pos
‘ - a—
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5 xlIUu OR HNIEITWORES?

Atthoritarian institutions are organised as pyra-ids, libertarian
associations as networks. The state, the capitalist firm, the
public corporaticon, the ari:y the pclice the church - they are

all pyramidical hierarchies with the boss-men at the top and the
broad base of dogsbcdies spread out below. Power, authﬁ“1ty, the

making of decisions, the status, and the high Yiving, the pecple
who male things happen are all at the top. The pe tple that tq1““s

happen to are ‘at the bottomn. | .
The anarchist conception is entirely differcnt. It doesn't damand
the changing of tiie labels on tine layers of the cake, it doesn't
want different pecple on top, ti doesn't want to overturn the
pyramnid, it wants us to clamber out from underneath. It advocates
a spread outnetwork of individuals and groups takkng their cown
decisicns, controlling their own destiny., The anarchist thecrists
the whole social organisation built upon such local groups: the
commune, oOr ccuncil, as the territcrial n®uclieus, the syndicate,
Or worikers council as the industrial one, fecderated together
not like the stones of a pyramid, where the biggect burden is
borne by the lowest layer, but like the links of a network, the
network of autcaoiicus groups.
Anarchism as an individual attitude is a philoscphy of person:zl
autonomy. As a social philoscphy it is a thecry of sccial autonomy,
In either aspect it is, as the word implies, a refutaticn &f the
principle of authority. "No masters high or low" as tihey used tc say
in the last century. And the network of autoncmous is not Jjust
a blueprint for a free scciety, it is sonething people need today
1f thiey are ever to seize contrcl over their cowm lives, it is
something the anarc ist nicvenient needs today if it is ever to become
oOClallY effective. What is the t method of ::2king enarchist
pr001 anda? Hct in t .e backrooms the metropclis, where IRLIH0M
LMD AMARCHY are cooked up ‘{thouzh: the anarciist press is an esscintial
raw material for tie pro-agandist) but loclly, ¢ : :
the spot. How exactly dc¢ people beccue iniected Wltﬁ new idezas:
contact, by word  of wouth, by exanple, by cticn, These are things
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which happen locally G

In01V1duaio canl accouplish a great deal. The diwmpcotence of the
individual is a MYLQ. Ounsta;slnﬁ individuals can accox-odiish
wonders. But @cst of us are not outstanding iundividuals =znd are

endowed with guite ordinary talents and potentialities. Association
in groups with others in any sphere cof life adds enormously tc the
potentialities of tae j

0\

naividual. A group's Cubput ¢ xts-dAniluence
provides an "ircre-eﬁt" over and s2bove the sur of te capacities of
the individuals cocmposing it.
There are of course, in-grcups and csut-groups, the internal network
and the external network, and they each have a function in the
life of a successful group. The external nnetwork of a ‘grcup is the
personal networlk of zach individual member and when a group EaS'
a need which cannot be satisfied by its cow ebers' c:ipacitie
some, member nlas ih his own network, scme gserson or soi:e c:ntact

upcii

ete

which can’ be drawi u to Q"DC;y the lac- -k, the ad hcoc group

which spriigs up fcr some parti CL¢ \r need is usuzlly simply =a

regreoupins of vecrie Zro.: @Vi” L notworks with an incre.ent drawn
from people attracted by the particular Ffuaction oi the ad hoe
grcup. 1This was certainly tgb cxperience ofCilo :groups, t:. e
Committce of lOO, ang - Host aronaticaddy, T te Opes I 1 " cace,

;i G W k- AT ey
Au - C- T / l e oud o ‘...:. R l.‘

"One lesson to e drawn from 'Spies for PE8ace!': is the advantage. of
ad hoc crgenisaticn, com ng rapidly intc. being. and 4if necessary
disappearinz with tiec sa..e speed, vbut leaving behind in nunerable
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in 2 pond, after a stone

M

centres of activity, like ripples and edd
has been thrown intec it.
"Traditicnal o~;1t¢ca (both 'Revclutionary! and 'reforrist') are

based on a central dynarnc, with a transmissiocon belt leading outwards.
Capture of the dynano, or its conva”°1cn to cther purpcses, niay
break the transmission entirely. *paes for Peace! semms tc Lave
operated on an entirely different basis. lkessages were passed from
riouth tc mouth alons tire route, documents frou hand toe hand. One

group passed a secret to a second, wnic: then set about reprinting

it., A caravan becare the scurce of a leaflet, a shopping basiet

a distributifn centre. A hundred copies of a parphlet are distributed

in the streets: some are sure to reach pecple whe will reproduce

themr.,

"Contacts. are built con a face

limitations of one's courades

meeting thruvugh procedural sh

Y can use a stall printing pr
bk

-

ce basis. OCne ltnows the personal

an expert at steering a

st cannot wor: a dupliecator.

t is unable tc¢ write a leailet.

cannot scll pamphliets. Bvery

r is no neced for an elaborate
er .axd glory get  1ittl

2 1d fully illezal., The prospect

of prison breeds cut the leader BX. Bvery membar cf a group

may be called updn tc uncertake 2a8s8. And zll-rocund talexnt is

developed in all. The development of small groups f:r mutual aid
could forwm a basis for ac effective resis

"There are impcrtant conclusicns. Reveluticn dces not neced conveyor

belt organisaticon., It needs hundreds, tio
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5 s, and finally niklions
of people meeting in groups with inforval consiacts with each cther.

It needs :ass consciousness. If one group takes an initiative that
e
5

Q

wud

is valuable, others will ta e it up. The methods must be tailored
to the society we iive in. The FLN cculd use armed warfare, for it
had hills z2nd thic.ets tc retreat intc. ile .are faced by tiae over-
wheliiing physic=li force
armed than at a.y tine 1
-

;

'
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a state -bhetter orcanised and better

ts history. We must rezct accordingly.
The many internatl contr ticons of t% State must be sizilfully
exploites. The Duuue¢acr horities were cazught in their own
regulation, whe:i the disariers re:“qe¢ to fagsten their safety belts.,
MI5 cannot conceive of “ubversiOﬁ t“ﬁt is f‘t na rminded by a
sinister COJQJP“ut agent. 18 ing with a mcvenment
where nc-one taoies crders fron .syﬂﬁe else, ‘m*ough action,

autonc.:y and rov\lvt;fzary initiative will De @G”GL00GQ still
To cope with cur activities the apparatus of repressicn will bec
even mcre centralised cre bureaucratlc. This will enhance
our oppertunities rather tharn lessenr the "
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Groups spring up Xxm like spring filowe
1t1eo. Yo have 0.1y %t call ycursel
at of learning and sc

S

rs in colleges and univer- -
an anarchist in many a s
ving round. Bat whnat ﬁo

tue student anarciiist ? Well, very ﬁ‘tC tiiey invite a seri cf
pini-big-noises frc:. the anarchist movoner 3 k5. corm e oD 6 theﬁ

and on suc.: cccasiocns a good time is 3ad by all, Zut is this- the

way such a group should conduct itself? In the first place, why bring

in speakers when ycu cught to be develcoping your own abilities

in the techniques of effective speaking? You will probably find you

can do it better yourself. In the second place, if we zassume that
universities are really corrmuitices of schceclars shouldn't we expect

(D

anarchist students to be doing the new anarchist thinking that we
tﬂlx about but seldom get arcund to? Paul Goodu:an, in his new book

ke a Conquered Prcvince! remaris:
" The cperative idea in participatory deiiocracy is decntralising
2 order tc nultiply tbe nu-ber who are responsible , who initiate
anc decide. Is this idea viable?
"Tn principle, there are twec oppcsite ways of decentralising: either
by dividing overcentralisédx organisations where it can be shiown
that detentral organization is more efficient in econocniic, social

©
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and human costs - or at least not too inefficient; or by creating
new small enterprises to fulfil needs that big organisatiocns

neglect or only pretend tz fu.fil, Obviously the first of these,

to cut the present structures down to hunan size,is not in the
power of students; but it happens that it does reguire a vast amcunt
of erpirical research and acadeuic analysis, to find if, where,

and how it is feasible. In the current American style, there is

no such research and analysis, and on a hundred and fiity eampuses

I have urged students tc work on such problems, in business and
engineering, education and communications, science 2nd municipal
adrrinistration. The students seem fascinated, but I do not know

if they are coming across. (Tc say it wryly, there is an excellent
organisation called Students for a Deuocratic Society, but it is

noct enough evident that they are students for a demcecratic scciety)"
Are there any anarchist students using the facilities offered Dy X
their uriversitices teo seek anarchist's scluticns to one contempor-,
ary problem?

Letter tc editor: I h-.ve a suzgestion as follows:that seminars

e ccnducted by people interested and competent in sccial researc™:
oand whose orient-tion is neitier Establisiuent nor Marxist. They
weculd be by invitation...Eack one would bein with a carefully

-y

prepared paper which developed a reveiutionary thesis (I do not
say necessarily anarchist). That the proceedings of such se inars

should be published in pauphlet form. How say you?
HEBLLWISHER London, N.5,
Reply: Go ahead and dc 1it,. BELITOR
ested that student anzrchists should do cur thinking

ea
It is not suggest

for us, ‘or that they should coafine their activity tc the study
of anarchism. They could for example see: soile cocntrol over their

ie]
own destiny as students.This is a struggle wiich has beenr going
and erupted,for example, in the

S

on for several years in America

sit-in at the _.S.E. "Direct acticn does work: the monolith can
be rioved” declare the authors of tie pamphlet on the successful
struggle there,
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Goodrian's discussion of American student =2ctioci. centinues,

"The opposite way of decentralising, by creating new enterprises,
better suits tre student zeal for direct actiocn, and they have
applied it with a lct of energy and scne inventiveness., It has
been called parellel development. Typically students have set up

a2 dozen little xx 'free universities' in cr next to esteblished
to teach in a more perscnal way and to deal with contemporary
subjects that are not yet standard... Some of these courses are
'action sociclogy', like organisumng labour or community develop=-
sent. Students have established a couple of neighbourhood radio
stations, tc brcadcast local news and propaganda, and tc give

poor people a chance to talk intc =2 microphone.They have set up p
parallel community projects to combat the welfare bureacracy and E
channelise real neceds and grievences." He mentioned that he was
hired last yvear by the Associated Students of San Francisco State
College who use part of their incciie in student dues feorvuntrad-
itional purposes" including "organising 2 tenants! organisation

N

helping delinquents in a2 refornatory, running a tutorial programme
for Negroc and liexican children (with three hundred collegian
tutors), sponscring a weeckly television programue, running an
'experimental ccllege! with fifty offbeat courses, and hiring

their own prcfessor.”

Parallel organisaticnis have c¢f course a much wider relevance than
that of student life. A revolutionary workers' council is a parallel
organisaticn to management. Tt 1is contending for contrel. A shadow

cabinet is not a parallel organisation. It simply wants to change
the political labels. An anarchist parallel organisation 1is
conténding for contr from the bottom up, it is propagating =a

Andrea Caffi »put it 13a t-is: "As long as tecday's problems are =X
s politics 2and 'mass organisation’, it is clear

———————
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different style of naging hivman affairs.
ilke
S

stated in terns: of was
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Frevest exlstences there are traces offssylrati-n to 2. ife less
gebased,to a reci co municn uith one's neighb.urs. One con RLardly

B RDI0 B auaa.. dife without sone —oub ts of cirefree eni~v ot . =
ind entiousiasn, or witucut drea  8,,... Tic:ds ips shotld be stre then-
ed through sone constructive enternrise carried scut in common. The '
Bar: renains the rebirth of true 'popuismr! coonmunities. The humblest
BAng, POl an agseciati - n T-r _utual help to. 2 cludb where peozle
peet R0 Boend 38 t-oetier, can eveatial .y iead to on association
wheose unwritten aor s will actually iaspire both the orivate

2d The DD $¢ A3de cf its ¢c..po.ents. Two conditions =zre cbvios-
ly indispenss ole s 13 rpt st @t the. nuaber of veo~. .8 80
g@scec.cted Do IaAmited, 8c as tc ver. it eac: iniividual te zet
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1 was i€ 8. weian. a.erchist ci her dayv.
2-Russia. at the age ©f 17 she se-tle in Arerxrica
oW a practici.g anarcinist a labour agitator, a pacifist, a
ferninist,a street—fig;* 3 for justice. Je have named this magsz
after taw one w..ich sie a.ad slexander .cerkian pub..ished and

wirtich becaue a very 1L£1ue“t1al {2nd equally persecuted) paper.
Here, in her Auvtcbiocgraphy, she describes the na ing.
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"o Bverybody whe looged to esecpe rigid scuids, poiit:zc
social . prju dices,ana perty :oral derzadsc sncoculd have a chance
to be® pubiished witnout fear of t e ceisor.
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Sl visiting fL.oe littie Lexr: ore Sundey, .ax ard, -
For 8 btggy ride. -t was early i.. - ebruvary, but alread: Q. air
S

was perfued by B.e Lal. of sor:ng.:The 80l w:s bezinni. s $¢
brea« free frocm tae gric of wiuter, a few specits cf green already 3
showing a-d inddeating life gex isiatiny dn the woi:b of . other ¥
garth, "jliotl.er PFarth," I thouzht: "why, that's the nao cf - our

. il

e
childl The ..ourisher of man, nan freed and unhindered in his
.; ‘?‘. ¢

S
gccess tc the fpee eartii!"™ The title rang in v ears.like old
- :
fergctten™strain. The next day we returned to ifew York and
HER CATe0 tre cOouy, dox e . daudfial nuv.bexr  of the cseazine. It
appeared on the first of iiarch 1506, in 54 Sages. Itts nate was

other Zaxrti M

'LAVEASR My Iidfe!: Vol 1

. e



