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yHeadlines like that really ram home the meaning of Wilson's resign»
 ation. The capitalist class rfially thought they had someone in charge
who could pull their fat out of the fire (with increased taxation,
‘cuts in public spending, withdrawal of subsidies), and now he's gone.
 But they need not worry, whatever the uncertainty about the changes
of personality at the top everyone is agreed that the policy will"i
remain th€ same. Even before the press had had time to get the news
out, the union leaders were issuing calls for ‘unity' and support 
for the Labour government....‘support' that is for more austerity,~
.‘support' for cuts in the social services, ‘support’ for a new round
 of*wage cutting (you surely didn't think that the new wage norm will
"be anything like a$Y‘g@H€rous' as £6 ?) 'support' for more unemploy-
 ment. There is nothing left for them but to hang together like@a "i
house of cards.Jo “  “  .  .."o . o  - * V .

_ _ __ . " | . - . ' _ .

-\ - ._ . - 3 '. - ' ' ' ' "" ,. _\ _ I ‘ . I I. . . _ .

For the first time since the war the illusion that the Labour Party
is somehow ‘for? the workers is being shattered on.a grand scale.>*
The pretence of ‘full employment‘, a rising standard of living.~ T
decent housing, is revealed in all its rotteness. Capitalism cannot
provide any of these things. The vision that the Labour Party holds
up in front of the workers is as false as their promises.  

_ , _ .» , | . -
, | . '* "

_ .._. " ',' J‘.

on the shop-floor workers increasingly find that it is the unions and
stewards who urge !peace' and compromise, who_pursue a policy of ‘not
rocking the (Labour Governments) boatfi, who urge moderationcinwthc .
National interest- Managements, increasingly confident that they will
be backed the government and the unions? are beginning to push for 1
gre%F62.&nd greater concessions on manning levels and for increased ;
output, greater rationalisation of their plant--—_which must inayit-.
ably mean more closures. Against all this not a whimper from the " 1
unions (after all it is their policy). ,  ~=  1

The longed for upturn in the economy might have arrived for the cap-i
italist class in so far as the conditions for investment have improved
and inflation has slackened. But any new investment can only be
achieved out of the decline in the living standards of the working ?

class. It comes directly out of dearer~foods (with the ending of <
food subsidies), higher rents and rates, higher-school meal charges,‘
higher taxation and inevitably cuts in the dole for the increasing .1
numbers of unemployed. Sc for a new~generation the word ‘depression’;O.

is likely to have a starkly realistic meaning.In this_situation,the *
response Ofoth€ workers has not yet taken any specific organisation-
al form. We have seen and will continue to see sporadic wildcat out-
bursts (such as for instance are affecting the motor industry on
Merseyside, the Midlands and South Wales at present). But none of
these for the moment will lead workers to create forms appropriate
to the struggle for Communism~—- eg. mass assemblies in continuous
session.and delegated strike committees. Nor will this movement
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adopt a consciously political orientation with attempts by workers
to link up across factory and industry boundaries in sympathy or
solidarity”8c§iOn..Attempts which, in embyonic form since the modern
working class came into existence, have been the beginnings of soviet
or workers‘ council power. Such a struggle is not on the immediate
agenda but the crisis+is€moving~eventsi n this direction and narrowing
the room for choice between the two classes that modern society has
given birth to. Sooner or later such a clash will come.

For the moment we can only insist that workers must increasingly come
to realise the practical necessity of their own independent struggle
yiagdemcqnatically elected and run,strike§committees. We arge*this

jgacrse of actionpnot simply because we think democracy in itself is a
*‘good thing‘ but because it is the only effective means of waging the
Mstruggle by involving the vast majority of workers. The days~whent  

' “strikes could achieve anything with simply a small self-perpetuating
strike committee negotiating with individual managements whilst the
 bulk of the workforce stayed at home wallpapering the back bedroom  
1 .

waiting to be called back to work by the newspapers or television,
are long since gone. i P‘   .  y .'  »

.__ . - .
H, \_- : . . _ _ ..

. . _ - - ' . _ ;

jThe impasse that at the moment ra¢@s those minorities of workers who
*“hhvafbegun to realise the changed situation will fade as the crisis
"aavanaes and more and more workers are forced into struggle not just
against individual employers but against the state. With the general-
isation of the struggle also comes its deepening. As past experience
has shown and the experience of countries where capital is»weaker‘,
(eg.,Argentina,sSpain)Ialso,shows,.economic_strikes give way to pol-
itical clashes with the police and other forces of repressiongfiwhich
in turn provokeslworkersfto create organs more appropriate to their
needs until eventually the question is posed, VWho*shall rule?" The
state with its repression and its inability to grant even the smallest
of workers‘ demands? tr the workers themselves through organisations

.,theyHthemselves created and control? _ gt . ,,t » .,.,;.."e,a~s“pt
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' \ .In weekees vcrcs I6 we included an.editorial on the situation that
faced the working class in.Spain.following the death of1Franco;fNm2
recent intensification of the class—struggle there demands further

In the last month over 600,000 workers have gone on strike in every
major industrial centre (Madrid, Barcelona, and the Basque Provinces).
Cfficially seven workers have been killed and at least fifty wounded
by police attempts to break up peaceful demonstrations. Another .@~
I(I),OO0 workers have had to be placed-;under military discipline-rt.o
keep them at their jobs, None of this has prevented a situation where
already twice as many man hours have been lost through strikes this
year than in the whole of I975 (itself one of the highest points of
class struggle in Spain in.the seventies)." w- h

' . - * ' ' .

Why has this strike wave come now? Is it simply due to Franco's =* 
death? Is it because the workers want liberal democracy~or the rule
of the Communist Party? Most of the strikes have been in the Basque
Provinces, so is it because the Basque workers are supporting the>1
Basque nationalists? +@fl Qévl -9,

I _ . '__ ,' 1 2 . 1. i . - . -5 1.4 . '-_,'

The answer to all these questions is "no". Whether Franeo@hadvdied
or not the strike wave would have still come, though its repression
might have been more brutal? Franco's prisons,:firing»squadsiand
torturers did not give the Spanish ruling class peace. He was never
able to step the class struggle by these means,,IrgI95l0_at the height
of his powyery 3,0Q.,.,QrQO wor,ke,r,s_ were on styr iyke ,(_;1_nd, _l_i,k,e, _t_,o__d,ay were put
under military orders) and since I972 Spain has seen some of the most
advanced forms of the class struggle. A general strike in.I972, the
takeover of e town in-I975, end most impertentlx,thereeereeeceeic
huge factory assemblies which controlled the strike infpIace”of“the
usual ‘elected negotiators‘. r  5,  ~;;;, ~¢ ;,, ,,,?c -1

, . . _ . - ; . I ._ _ ._ ‘ ... _. . _ .' I. __‘ I

- i 1' ' ' ' *1 ; l . ,_ ,.;

Similarly these strikes are not the product of Communist Party oryt
Nationalist influence. The workers are net supporting the programme
of any Bourgeois faction either of the state—capitalists or the
nationalists. The strikes are nothing else but the workers response
to the effect of the world capitalist crisis in Spain.

- r
' ' - _ u .

_ ~ - - ._ _. ; ,3 .. _

 The Spanish workers, like the rest of the international working class
were quiet in the 50‘S and 60‘s because they had seen increasesein
‘their standard of living, but today in fipain as elsewhere, pr0duc—
tion is stagnant, unemployment has increased éC% and the rate ofj 
inflation, at I6»§%, is equal to Britaints-This is the background
to the rediscovered ferocity of the Spanish workerseqq wt  ~

4 ' '
', 4 ' ' ' " . .' .‘ -:
1‘ I. = .3 \ -

' F -1 " - -4

;To_try to hold back the workers the present Spanish.Goyernment has
ytriedjto use both carrot and stick at the same,tim@g K§l1iH8$g wees
freezes and.calling up strikers into the army on one side, whilst;
‘allowing massive wage Settlements of 3C% and tolerating the hitherto
illegal trades unionsyon the other. e o, ,¢ q »: , vgjyp
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This tolerance has not been a matter of choice for the Spanish rulers
but one of necessity. In,this situation of economic crisis the workers
have come face to face with the Spanish State. What the state now;
needs is what all capitalist eountries need, an institution toi ,,
negotiate between.workers and bosses, to confine the class—struggle
and to try to get the class to put pts faith in breaucrats and ‘elect-
ed‘ officials. Through these the Spanish state will integrate the
struggle of the class into manageable channels and attempt to prevent
the formation of organs that challenge its very existence.  .€¥

>_| I, .

This will be no easy task fer the Spanish ruling class as the workers
have already struck against the Workers Commissions (the ‘illegal’
C . P. c ontr olled unions)

u I ‘
. _. - : -» » - I _- ‘

. " I | 1' j _

Inwb0th@I972 and I974—5 the workers showed how they were beginning  
 to see through the way in.which unions function as part of the
capitalist state. Their response to this was to form huge factory
assemblies, a clear step nearer to a working class alternative to I
:caPitalism;rr  I -~io .  

s - 0- -
< . . _ ,- . . . _ - - - ‘ ', \ _ _ ' - .

- - . ' . I . e ' _ - ', . ' - .. .. . - _ . - . ~ .

A mass assembly is a step forward because it cannot be ‘beheaded? by
the arrest of its leadership, and it keeps the stuggle within thegw
control of the class (as opposed to allowing it to be taken.over by
the unions). But this is only a first step. The successful outcome;
of the class-struggle can only be achieved by the unification of the
class across the boundaries within.which capitalism tries to contain
it. This not only means that workers in different crafts and factories
but also in different regions and countries will unite. If the
revolutionary class in any area remains isolated for any more than
a short period of time then as in.Russia in I921 and Spain in I936,
they will bewdefeated. The struggle for Communism is for all or e
nothing. rww. ¢pe,.( > , t rY r . a

7. , _I _.-.‘ .. __ - - - ._ ' '
_ .- : . I ' ' - .

'_ ,....'.d...........¢..“.......e............r...~’..........s -'

~ ,. . ._ '_ - .' . '
.~ ' .- -

General Strike. (.(Ci0ntinued" from page _ . A  

irepeated..after the strike they were bound closer tb the state than
ever with the establishment of a National Industrial Council, a I r
confiliatory body whereby union leaders and employers could Settle
disputes without any recourse to nasty strike action. In a gentle-z L

‘manly way the pay cuts and redundancies of the later 20's and. 30's
could be agreed upon. ~r   *j', ”*p‘ i

V‘ _ _ I - _ _ I 4‘ - , ' _

For the class the general strike can.never be the way forward. Impos-
ed as it is by unions acting to contain.the struggle for the capital-cist State, it only reflects the weakness and demoralisation_ofa,,

wdefeated working class. Today, as the working classcontinues t9liw
 fig5t_tne attacks of capital, any generalisedstrikeactivity fiififi
nctfbeithe result of_a union.bureaucrats call f0r%Ctl0B , u efe
r'e"*spcnsc by the working claSS_130 deepen end,seeeI'el;_ee tfielrhgwnll
movement in order to take 1? into a higher level. however, t dsbwlth
pct he a general strike as in.I926, but a ma§§_§L£;Kg,Pf€duC% t%i Q
need“to unify the struggles of the class against the ste e» H r ,S
sense:;r “i;, ‘_ . .o ‘  i I '2” T' "o"“f.

q;yHThc7mass strike does not produce the revolution; the revolution
\(””producesthe mass strike." (Rosa Luxemburg).A ‘If.  ~,wc ;,

In , . _ . _ . _ -, _\
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In the past the capitalist press and media took pains tQjP0rtIayTshopf;
stewards as troublemakers? agitators, Tpolitically‘m0tivatedf*and as ff
almost singlehandedly responsible for the 1Jflg term decline of the*?i?"
British economy._Shop stewards are still one of the favourite targets"*
of the Colonel Blimps and other backwoodsmen, but the more intelligent"
members of the ruling class have always realised the necessary role 3
in the functioning of capitalism of the shop stewardso As the inmeg-
ration of the stewards has become more apparent to the workers on ‘U
the shop floor the rift between the stewards as a body and their ?'-I
'members?fhas’growne Unfortunately at this stage many workers still
hope to‘find a stwward§who will not ‘bendl to management; a‘steward
who can act just like the ‘good old days? of ‘money militancy'; a
steward who can get concessions from management for them.

.- _ , _ _ _ . ., _ _ _
. - -_- 1- ' _ .;.. . ... -

. - , .
- - '|.- - - .- 1 - . :

Cur criticisms of the stewards movement aims to show that this is
an unreglisic attitude“ We aim to show that workers never could rely
0n.§§ygstewardsgbody‘fno matter what the.integrity of the individual
concerned) to solve their problems and that on the contary the stew-A
ards movement is one of the vehicles which the state has used to

- ~ -. - - -- - . . — ~- -

channel the workers struggle into the bounds of safety for the cap— c 
italist system, We also hope to show that no workers movement can
ad\fayn§c‘;e i1wi't'lhou't fir st confronting and lovecrconiiing the resistance
of'the stewards and the unions and that this step in itself constit~ A
utes the beginnings of the struggle for communisme _   

.-_ '_ ' _- ' ,§_ -I _ I . .__, . '._ ' .- ,__,_ . _< _g ‘_ . _ _ ' _ I.

' .- n _ _- ‘

In the period of capitalismsidecadercejit§is\igpggsible for workers
to win and hold entd meaningful concessions in any particular struggle.
In the present crisis wage increases, when they Qan be_got, are ;_piri
quickly swallowed up by inereasesi in rent, rates and the cost of* “ll
living generallye Manning levels and‘conditionsfare continually l'Q*
er 0<1@Td 8115 W0r11@PSifi*@*’1'i@*i‘i.11fl@;.S'fii1<1 I theii’ W1TQl¢ I induertry  
threaiiened with @;a;::.nc oingpedge’ 'f‘l‘V ;laynd--greet 0‘rj-fcycle sf.» *‘1\?IoI'e_ -
more and larger and larger sectors of industry go to the Government ~l
because they can no longer¥earry on theTprocess‘of'capital_accum@‘ ~ s
ulation» In this situatiorHthe state9"acti@g“in<the general interest
of the capitalist class as a whole? is forced to rationalise. It~ * I
attempts to shut down some industries and redistribute investment y_
to keep the rest goingi In doing this“it cannot avoid attacking~thel
working classc Wages have been§limited by the state, money for‘cg
investment is conditional uponiincreasing productivity or reducing
manning levels» At the level of society ae~a whole the state is cut-
ting back its expenditure on”education9'hospitalsi transport, food "
subsidies so that more has to be paid~for*necessities;* All this so *~
that manufacturing industry can get enough investment to keep going* ~
(and even this will not be enough)“ New it is becoming obvious to _ g
the class that their struggle cannot be resolved by s1mply*bargaining”
over wages and conditionse More and gore the struggle is with the Q is
capitalist system itself and the capitalist statG in Particular;* *“e"

- i . _ . . , ~ _ '_ ,
- .“.. - _-* _ L, ._- _ _ , __. . _ i_, _ Q .' _ _ . . - __ . -_ _ -_ - _

. H 1- ‘ ' ; ' ‘ ' ‘

The stewards movehent first came into existence as a result of the_‘~. , -~ - ... ._ . _-... ,-.- . .. . ..
- ‘ . -- ‘\' 1 ' -
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Chan€@$ in the @oOfi5fiy due to the first world war. They cane about
to resist 'dilution' of skilled*workers”and*initially were part of
a wave of working class unrest provoked by the capitalist war (the s
highest point being the Russian.Bevolution). However the stewards 4L
in.Britain.aainly in the engineering industry never resolved any of hi

..‘

the fundamental questions that faced the workers aoveaent at that "
time. They were never able to oppose the war in a class conscious
way. The highest point of their nogenent was their ability to pre-
vent skillgd workers feon being mobilisedadfter a series of un~a,i~
coordinated“strikes5in the various shipbuilding and engineering _f
centres the_moveaent was shattered by the post war depression of .
I92I and%the_end of the revolutionary wavee Throughout the I92CNs
when thcgwprrere novenent was largely on the defensive the stewards 4
movement“all"but ceased to exist except for the Connunist Party's  _
minority movement which attempted to turn militants back towards the
unions. _  o ;  _ a

With the outbreak of the second world war the stewards cane back intoY
existence not thrown up by the struggle of the workers —— but I ;;i“
corresponding to the needs of state capital injhussaa, the C.P. *.. w
encouraged stewards to participate in joint production committees  c
(this was especially true in the aircraft industry where the stewards
produqed their own magazine “The New Propeller"). The modern stewards
movegent dates from yhe second world war period and cane about not
as ansindependent creation of the workers own struggle but as a deal
between the C.P. on the one hand and the capitalist state (and Lord ;
Beaverbrook as sinister for aircraft production in particular) on as
the other. During the war period and afeer up till I95I strikes and”eg
other foras of industrial action were illegal (order IBCB) and yet “
theistewards novenent was able to continue in existence and even to
grow. This was because it was playing a necessary role of disciplining
the workforce. Thus the integration of the stewards is no new£thing.,

‘h-7 : .

'--1 _'|' " '- .|

Inflcontrast the workers struggle knows many ups and downs, periods.ofT
‘victory’ and 'defeat' and within these movements workers create T"
organisations which stand or fall with a particular struggle, eg. yr
flying picK€ts,.aass asseablies, elected strike committees. These
perait the full development of the struggle. They are part of the
process whereby the workers cone to consciousness of their role in _|
society and how this society night be overthrown, and as such they c’
do not @Xist permanently-under capitalsim. Contrary to this experience
the stewards movement does exist permanently. It derives its strength
not from the self activity of the workers over when it stands but .5,
from a joint managerial/union apparatus whose authority it has oree§ 
to»represent@ l  I y p y y T  (T <cc1( §(

.1_ _ _ |
' ' -. . - | .

This is an inevitable recfignition of what has happened to the old
wonkersl movement in the period of capitalisns decline. We do not
say or advocate snashing the stewards movement QEIQ If this were to
happen in isolation fron§a generalised aovenent of the workers, and 5
the state remained intact the stewards movement or something like “
it would be resurrected because it does a job that is vitally  we
necessary under capitalismk _ - y >5

_ 0, |
¢

Capitelisg§fUn@tions by robbing the workers everyday of a portion I
of what they’prodhce, by only giving back in the fora of wages suf-.
ficient fpr the workers keep and that of their families. The wage
is a contact between the boss (the owner of capital) and the worker
(who only owns his ability to work) and this contractaust appear to
be 'freely‘ negotiated between the two, otherwise the whole process

1 1,.

- -- ..e..
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of capitalist accumulation and the production of commodities stops.
The stewards_job¢is to ensure acceptance of this contract by the I
iW@¥k§TS..ThlS.lS exactly the experience of the Italian.workers after
thej*Hot Autumn‘ of I969, when the trade unions were totally,discred-
ited. The bosses, after they had recovered from the workers‘ outburst

~had to coopt 1delegati'--(shop stewards)--to do the negotiating over
timeYrates, speeds3etc. ‘ e M’ j Q _

‘..~.. - .._ _

' . . .

The steward is thus the policeman.on the shop floor whose job it} —
is%to ensure industrial peace. The interests of the workers lie in
smashing state power and ending this exploitative relationship by
taking production from the boss and using it simply for theingeds
Of the community. The interests of the capitalists lie inimaintaining
and“continuing this domination of the workforcegby maintaining the
wages system. The position of the steward in this positionficannot be
neutral - because he is tied to negotiating a wage rate he is part
of the system of eXPloitation. His position is identified with that
of theficapitalist. This is why the steward ends up against thegworkers
+ not because he has sold*out or a traitor, but by the very logic of
his position..By accepting the wage labour system the steward accepts
the values and behaviour of the capitalist system. Thus a bdok for
management has analysed the role of the stewards in industrial con-

'The extent to which the conflict of interest is constuctively
regulated and peacefully channelled depends broadly on how well
the values and behaviour of both sides conform to amutually
acceptable standard‘. r x~ e   .
(Shop Stewards, Goodman.& Whitingham, Pan Management Series pI86)

In the capitalist system there can be only one mutually acceptable '
standard ;that of the bosses themselves. pi Yfi%I‘¢ J»

regvvg_sTEwARdo T@ Former i .
:".f\

During the post war boom of the5®*s and early 60'S when there were * f
a large number of individual wage deals, managements had toideal ,
directly with the stewards and other shop floor representatives_, ]1~“
rather than local union officials. Increasingly both due to the;;;k»,
complexity of payment systems and the disputes they gave rise no? thei
stewards ieplaced the officials at the lower end of the trade anion} <
hierarchy. The end@resalt of this process, far from being ‘workers ,
control? or any other fantasy of the various leftist groups was that
the stewards came to represent the power of the union over thsworkers<
on the shop floor.  #?  I i "

.An.illustration of the reality of this situation.is given.in this
quote from a report by George Cattel formerly managing director of
the Bootes group, Fto the~Industrial -society in I970 on the effects
of the piecework system:;**' it A  " -

*'Ishall always remember the words ofthc convenor of shop stewards;c
in the assembly plant, 1 "You and.I will get on.all right so long M’
as you regard me as the General Manager of Main Track Limited. p
You will find good relations in this factory and my gangs on the j
assembly lines can and will perform miracles. Just get us the .@
orders and materials and we'll do the rest‘. p » iy

No wonder it is such a short step from steward to foremanl y  y
.» _ I _ ‘ ‘

._ 1 ' ‘ - 4,".
. ' _ ‘ _ _ '

These were the days of ‘keep politics out of the unions‘. The stew- 5-
ards were totally disinterested in anything exceptF‘br@dd and bQtt§T'
questions. Many workers will_remember that if you wanted a Iflshillings

.:-*~ -' ‘ I
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a week"rise~thenfy,u1put in fior £1 and everyone was happy to settle
hal:E_J_‘way{.;*j This enc ouragedciideas amongst...-vrorkeyrseh of
theirjown section or at best their own industry. This was the‘hey”Fgc
day§9£fthe piece rate system and other formsgoffpayment}byIresults;in
Nationai wage rates were low but by local action'bdnuses“andtother’
enhanbements could bedwonq-,all{this>was to¢befiome{known;to¢theii '
employers as'wages drift}. Even the role of the steward should not
be exaggerated. In I968 the Goverment published a report on the state‘
of industrial relationsiin the country whieh came up with the foll-
owingftonclusion as to the role of theystewards,¢tI  f.e§“ e;_? ‘I

‘Consequently it is often.wide ofhtheimark to describe tHe“shoper$*
, steward asea ‘troublemakeri. Erouble is thrust upon them. In"‘ fi**
 “eircuaeteqpee or this kind they may be striving to bring some j§ 
,brderfintoFa chaotic situation, and management may'rely heavily y
i“0fi“theirfieffort to do so. Both case studies and surveys show  
athat this sort of situation is not Uncommon. In addition the‘f' I

,a§shop filoor decisions which generaLly,precede unofficial strikes
*;jarQ,oflten*taken.against theadvicefiofshopstewards.Thus'sho§ ‘
.;;stewarqe are rarelyeagitators.pushing;workers towards unconst t-‘
i“*utIonal actionaeln some instances they+may¢be mare mouthpieces‘i_“

M¢?,tfiEi? W°?K;ar@up$sbut quite commonly fifiey are Supporteré”ef"*
-erder,~eXercie1ng a restraining influence on their members in” c
cpnditions which promote disorder. To quote our Survey 6fiSh9p»f*;
Stewards and Workshop§Relations,; ¢g_, o_ a  it  p *?fi*
TL“ eef j§For the mbstipart the steward is viewed by others and’

““‘”“views himself as an accepted, reasonable and even fl pf
@E;Th p keaoderating influence; more of a lubricant than an “  “’
kw'L“AU”WfiiTTitantot“%3‘I I I; %;'" v 1 i ‘I ’

(§aragraph.IIO of the Donovan Report) ”h‘i*~*#»~'~~-aM
. '_!'_ __ O _. |' \ ' n . ':' '

In the short run.and in buoyant market conditions managements canes ~
pass on goat increases as price rises or otherwise offset wage 4-at
increases and so the stewards movement enjoyed an.illusionary 'ind-_
ependenpei from the unions, so long as it metainedeits~positionxas§e;
the negotiator at plant level of anyinf the Payment By Results systems.
This was the_tiae of the official ‘unofficial strike‘ and massive*i 
wages ailitancy. Then came the spatexof productivity deals.which were
designed by managements to recapture control of wage costs; tnefwhqre
position of the steward as Q bargalner of rates was undermined.*No*>1
longerTwere PER systems used. Instead managements prefered thejiciwf“
eciéntiiié approach of Measured Day Work and other systems which gave
-theeesreeteiieentrel over wage costs-e »w g  i ,iI.5*1,""i“_ __-_ :_5._f.] ‘@113. ‘ I ' ._ I: I _ - -_ r _. I I. .‘.|. __

.. - ‘ '- . '.' '
--“' "U _ _- I . . __ ‘ ' .

- 1.- ._ - . -

With their leverage on the shop floor gone and wage rate negotiation?
back in the hands of national union.officials, the role of the P‘ e
steward should havebeen eliminated. But almost straightaway the _ e
stewards found themselves in the early ?@”5 @°in€ their best ta put**
over the results of the union officials errprte as apparent victories
for the workers. At mass meetings up and down the country stewards-Y
faced hostile audiences. All this because the stewards had‘gQ Qfilv
eIternet1ve.(eg. during the Ford YParity'strike the stewards slogan
‘w§§T"EEF_Efiions line suits us fine"). Straightaway the stewards*4
eeeaing independence firom the unions was shattered, and being tied
to the unions means being tied toicapitalisae The state used stewards
first of all during this period of productivity dealing tn try and
achieve rationalisation and an end to demarcation practices (flexib-
ility). There was the famous<?ommission on Industrial Relations (CIR)
 whichTstewards*were only too glad to appear in front of and to coopf
erate with{fDuring this period alsogthe Heath Governmenttried to»}:
impose‘its’IndustriaIQRelationsLAnt, which naturally aroused thelwflc

. . _ P .
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bitterest opposition of wide sections of workers. and eventually;Yi
with the strike ever the jailed dockers and finally the miners strike,
this culminated.nn the defeat of that Government. Many militants to-
day might ask themselves what heppened to that movement.i t"nt,@€y

, '.' . - ', - ' ‘ . ‘ . 1--. - . . - . . _ .., . . , _. _ .

\ I _ . _

The answer is that the stewards (whn largely led itd and the unions 
:wanted‘a Labour_Government to come to power so that their position.
Wfiuld be guaranteed. It is no accident that today the stewards ,<'
movement1is_one@o£ the staunchest defenders of the Labour Government,
stewards are constantly making pleas to workers not»to rock the boat.
The*Eabour Party learned its lesson too by dropping its 'In.Place of
Strife'(which was only a carbon copy of the Tory proposals). The " .
stewards movement found a newvrolei as}the bottom rung of the govern-
ments participation ladder; The*aim was to use the stewards to con
the workers into making greater sacrifices for the ‘national interest‘
by making it appear that the workers really did control the factories.
Wedgewood Benn.went hobnobbing with stewards committees and doled  
out largessé (£4 millions to Fischer Bendix for-example). Cn the docks
the effects of the Devlin proposals are everyday more apparent. With
their unofficial organisation, dockers proved a difficu1t*nut to_ ‘
craék for the state. The problem was how to bring this unofficiaI“_¢1
organisation out from the cold of the dock gates and into the@warmth§i
of the personnelepffice. The Devlin report recommended that there“ g
should be a permanent representative of the dock workers to negot- "
iate with the management - the shop steward - with his own offi¢e,yjh
telephone etc. Throughout industry generally it is now standard? fjji
practice to haveygovernment backed joint management/union courses‘i
for stewards. _ 1 at k » i ’”i -  .  ”“i ;Q- . . . .

' ' ' - v ' ' I ' u -' I . IIc . ., r_ , ~. - .. __._ \
| - _ . ' '

_ '7 ' . '. . - ‘r

However all these measures could only work if the situation.was stable.
Since this first wave of rationalisation the situation for the"cap-I y
italist class has worsened. The global cyule of accumulation{hasf.ye%*
slowed down and will ultimately go into reverse_e~in.Britain§the{'”“e
effects cf this are plain?for;a1l to see - chronic underinvestmentxyyle
low productivity, inflation, unemployment asea consequence oi;red-“pf.

undancy or bankruptcy, savage attacks on the standard of living  I
through the withdrawal of subsidies etc. The problem is no longer~. e
one of extracting more surpluS Value from the work force. With -_ y 1
increasing closures of factories the problem is more and more thatft §
of COHt&iDin§ the workers response.’WeFhave seen attemPt€@Q§it~ins- 1
work-ins, occupations all of whose sole aim was to preserve the _ §
capitalist nature of the industry. The stewards have gone round eltheri
looking for a,new"bbss“dr€tb,the¢Government for a hand out. In either

case it meinsfthey haveafip prove that@they are better managers of
the workforcevthan"the'old lot. This has without exception.resultedr
in workers being made redundant, increased speed ups and exploitation
— and the elevation of certain shop stewards to the board of direct-
ors; This is what happened at Fisher Bendix, where the senior shop
steward is now chairman of the board. (I) In the British Leyland
empire the stewards are bnsy implementing the Ryder Report , and more
generally the stewards are the ones most'anxious to play the Govern-
ments ‘participation’ game. I

I SIGNCONCLU k  W

We hope we have made it clear that we do not see all these action as
the result of cynical manipulation or double dealing by power hungry

' ' T '_ ' -. _: I
P .' - . 0 ' ' ‘I

. .. -‘ I ' - _‘ .. ' ' _ :'

(I) See the iBankruptcy of Workers Self Management‘ in WV I6.i
1 .
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unienapffieials,or;eyenQegoTtripping shop stewards.*Teday§ with the; y,
state regulating wages through its pay normsy-with inflat1enfieating.\;.
away at peopleswpurchasingjpowerg with public servicesibeingwcut @ "
back and unemployment over one and a half million Q there is nowhere
elseefior such a mouement to go. To really challenge the Governments
pay nerms§for instane means to challenge the whole state apparatus '
which no steward can;or would do. However much they may scream about ,}
it; the days oi;ifree collective bargaining‘ are gone nevertoyreturn,§i
workers who_attempt to go beyond the norms would find that they stood
absolutely alon%. attacked frgm the right by the established press  {,;
and. osses,andi rem the left y the unions and the stewards urging "i
‘moderation! so that the Government‘s applecart is not upset. pay

': . -
- - 1'"-f‘ .- . _|. . "' _

Many werkers~tedayrare beginning to sense this situation. They weigh “
ap the cost over a year of going on strike against what they prob-
ably might ‘win’ and find the cost is not worth the sacrifice. This
has caused a great deal of bewilderment and confusien, the old
seetionalism, the old money militancy is no longer enough, A class R
alternative will be found in the process of the struggle itself but ¢
the workers cannot advance without examining and criticising their; *1
own~actions, Part of that criticism today is an understanding of the.t
obtacles anfi~pitfallS thet.confront the Communist movement 0§.the 
class. Many of the criticisms we are making here will increasingly  ii
find an echo in the movement of the workers. In any unofficial;
action it is;more and more necessary to insiston mass meetings, and
to give the¢delegates binding mandates. More and more it will bQf
come the urgent practical necessity to aveid the steward/unionggy
apparatus if workers in one factory are to unite with workers,in '
another. It Willgb€COQ€ more and more necessary to elect a strike
committee out of the meeting rather than rely on the same old faces.
But sooner or later the hostility of the stewards to any independe6t§
movement of the workers will becoee more apparenm..All the more '7f
reason therefore why the workers should understand why they will RR
have to fight against the stewards and the rest of the union appar—y”
atus. Webhbpeathis article contributes to this understanding and  
thereby strengthen and reinforce that tendency towards independent on
actionJand.autcnomy which is the beginning of anyamovement of workers

I .1 .

towards Communism.  .y.,cj7y p4,; C  y
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INTRODUCTION  . -l . .»e
'. . ,.,.---cqp.-1|.‘ H1. In-—~-~'J"""". _ I, _ . _ _ . -- -

Fifty years ago, in.May I926, the General Strike broke out, the first
and last 1n the history of the British workingfclass.movement;IThought
 by many $0 be the start of a real revolutionary movement, the strike
ended afterofily nine daysin complete demoralisation.and defeat.-

4

The purpose_pf this articie is not to join the uncritical ouvrierist§
euphoria currently to be found in the TV, bourgeois press “ fromgthe 
left to the right, but to evaluate its revolutionary potential and ,i
mO§t importantly, to underline the lessons contained in the[strike'
fOI>the*Werkine.c1eeB 3°53?‘ .<*“i {i ..iiHd T  f

If . I , .. -I. , ,. -
II I I _ _ .I ~. .. _ . I __ _ I

. ’ ' “ ' . 1 - ' ' ' ' . ,.-. - -

AHnUpQ€r5taQfiiQg¢Df the limitations of the General Strike is§imposs-
ible without an examination of the historical period in which it»
took placet After the first world war it looked as though theIRussian
example of§revolution'would be followed in the rest of Europe: in.{ r
Germany the Kaiser was‘overthrown and workers councils were formed 3;
likewise in.Britain there appeared the possibility of imminentj§,i,,y
T@V°lutiQn @SP@cially;on.Clydeside and in Belfast. Howevery this ,;.@
fl0V@m@n§ Was flefeated internationally and, by I921, any possibility  I
of revolution in Europe was crushed. R “d _.>. kl  f _f;I.

.|._ I‘ .' ' . -_ I - II . " .|-I ' ,
. ' ~1 ' '_ - .. ' ‘ - 3

By I926, then, the international working class had not only been. C
defeated but also weakened by unemployment. And it was because of
thisgdemoralisation.and defeat that the working class assumed span,
a passive role in the strike; leaving all the organisation to theILI;

' . I ' ' _ - . ' . - ' A . _. -- - "'_ ._ \..- < . ' - _ _ - _-._ , ,_ '. - '--' -' '. .
. _ I I t _ I I _

- - 1 - . . - - . ' 1'
. ' ~ ' ' ., - "" ' ' ' " o I _ I _ _. I I. _ ' . '

' - ' - - , . I I ' ‘ . * = '» - . 1.1‘ '- '.

.We.shal1 now look closer at the event$ cf I926, in,partieule£fatIthe@,
roleiof the unions, the role of~the state and the resp0nseiof@thepIy,.
claSS.'~wj . §i??5{.."Tts FL eT¢Qi¢¥T-=».
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THE STRIKE T
0 1' . - . 0 - i - .- . .--I. . . ‘I

I r .- - ' -

InaI924»the;mine owners had agreed toga wage increase. However, by y
I925 an economic crisis led toia depression in the mining industry. 
Thepowners responded by demanding an increase in working hours and  
a wage cut. The General Council of the TUC agreed to support the
minerfi in their struggle against sudh a blatant attack on their L;
living standards. In.July the”transport and railway workers threw.  e
their wieght behind the miners by agreeing to plaee an embargo7bne .
any movement of coal. With such a Show of strength the miners looked”.
capable of resistance. But the Government knew how to handle a dis- ,
putQ.with the unions. Inaorder to cool the situation they offered a A
temporary subsidy until May Ist to maitain the wages of the miners
at the current level.andxset upia Royal Commission to examine poss-d _
ibleyreorganisation ofwthe industry. This apparent climb down.byi 
the Government was claimed by the unions to be a great victory and I
named ‘Red Friday‘. However, ‘Red Friday'Idoesn?t“just show the  T.
superior cunning oftthe Government ,.1t also quite clearly'revea1s ;I

the capitalist nature of the trade unions in the twentieth century. .
The time gained was put to good use by the state to organise a

. _ . I .'r ' ..
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resistance movement, the Crganisation for the Maintenace of Supplies.
rionsiderable stocks of coal were also built UP. The unions, relieved
at not having to face a confrontation, made no such preparati@@g§a3@, 
sat back to await the opinions of the€Royal Commission. This commisia
Sion recommended Wage cuts to make the mining industry profitable r "
and once again.the battle was on.

THE.RCLE CF THE UNICNS -- a

On one side.the.Government had rallied all the forces of reaction and‘
was determined to win.-On the other the onions had been forced into -
a situation they had been_trying to avoid desperately and were terr-
ified lest the situation should get outlof their control. The union

~ --M -an

leaders were eager to emphasise that the strike was purely economic ~
and in no way a challenge to the state: f”,.i  ‘ -

"I have never disguised that in.a challenge to the constitution
God help us unless the §overnmentiwen;..¢;vbut this is not only
not a revolution, it is not something that says, ‘we want to
overthrow everything‘v It is merelyIa,plain, economic, industrial
dispute..e}“‘.“ ; .¢. I.oif5s ;@ ' " "f
rfdi Thomas, Rail Union Leader, quotedffrom Barman, The General

;  *i"c  "' .‘ "**‘ Strike pII2)
But the time when there was such a_thing§as a ‘plain, economic,
industrial dispute‘ is over- In the era when capitalismgwas a
powerful expanding systefl,7the workers conld oniy;hepepte gain
reforms and wage increases but by I926, capitalism had long since-
ceased to be a progressive system capable of granting meaningful '
reforms to the working class. The first world war had shown that  
capitalism would only expand by the physicdl.destruction of capital
and the working class@;BY their support for this war the unions had i
become not organs of;thé workers bat organs against the workers. The A
activity€of the unions in the General fitrike further underlines this..
When.J. Thomas talked of avoiding a ‘challenge to the constitution‘
he was actively expressing the role of the trade unions in the ~ ”
disarming;o£ thegclassa Whilst the Government was blatantly organising
scab labour, the unions were aiding and abetting them by doingm im..
nothing to prepare the working class politically for the coming R .
confrontation, and by pretending that ‘Red Friday‘ was a victory forc.
the class.

0
.. . _- - -_..'- ... .._ _.,_____ _I I_' "I

The organisation of the strike was firmly in the hands of the unions
organised nationally by the General,Counoil and locally by the tradesI
counils. That these local tradesjcbencils were not motivated by anyi 
revolutionary ardour is beyond dispute.§The Dover stike committee:
requested strikers to sing Rule Brittania instead effthe Red Flag.
The organisation of the strike is indicative of the anions determin— 
otion not to allow any independent action on the part of the:working-Tu- T " I I r. _r~ ,

class._For a start, the strike was hardly ‘general! atiall and the 1
union leaders preferred not to call it such. The whole impetus of
the strike was weakened deliberately by the union~leadership‘s ref-
usal to call out all the T.U. membership at once. Instead, they if
operated a ‘two tier‘ system whereby many industries were held back
as a ‘reserve army“to be called out on the second week of the strike.
This not only gave the Government a chance to rally and@organise itsg.
forces of relief workers but was also intended to further demoralise ;
those sections on the Freservelist‘. The ending of the strike was c
as abortive as its beginning. Just as the action was beginning to-.¢,
take effect,.just as the ‘reserve list‘ had joined‘the strikers, the ;
strike was called off, an unconditional surrender was KQ§€Mt0 theW? Y
Government. Thousands of workers had risked their jobs and possible
starvation to no avail.
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THE.ROLE CF THE CLASS 

Cf course to blame the defeat solely on theunions is to evereimpliry.
The passivity and demoralisation of the class left them easy to man»
lpulate. But many positive actions of the class were evident during,
and after the strike. For a start there was a tremendous show of ,,
solidarity from the workers, especially in.the industrial centres. r
Indeed, the problem facing the unions was to keep those sections an;
the reserve list working. According to a General Council Communique;
of May 4th:  ‘C  \|E n;

"The difficulty....has been to keep men in what we might
the second line of defence rather than call them out." T.

Always present in the minds of the union leaders was the possibility
of the control of the strike slipping from their hands into those of
the working class.d d ~  *  y 

"Everyday that the strike proceeded the control and the authority
 of that dispute was passing out of the hands of responsible d _

k executives into the hands of men who had no authority, no c0n~ 
trol, and was wrecking the movement from one end to another.@,

 (Charles Dukes, Secretary GMWU Jan.I927 in.Farman, The General
_l v   ._ Strike p152)
Much has been.made of the fraternisation.betweeq police and strikers
and the celebrated football match between them held in Plymouth. In
other areas though, tempers ran higher and there are many instances
of violence: C T
— strikers and police fought pitched battles in.Cardiff, Ipswich my

and Leeds-.  i T p
~.in theIEast Fife coalfields men.organised to form defence corps ,
which armed with pickshafts, defended pickets from the police.  
These are but a few of the examples of working class militancy  i
during the strike but in the great majority of cases this militancy

was simply directed against the scabbing of the volunteers. Though
here again there are outstanding examples of violent action taken_.
by the strikers: the derailment of the Flying Scotsman which.was‘ *
being run by volunteers and the bombing of the Times premises. But
even this represented the beginnings of an independent class act-
ivity and organisation. The TUC frightened by the prospect of losing
control, were only tco glad to order an end to the strike. This in
itself led to the greatest outburst of spontaneous anger from the
class. Gm this occasion the action.was not organised by the unions

but, in many instances, against them. The day after the strike was
officially called off I©0,000 more men were on strike than had been
out on any other day since the strike began. In some areas rent strikes
were started and in other areas outbreaks of rioting. In.Manchester
one writer tells of how 3 i ~i  ke

"For the first time feeling was bitter - bitter against employers
who were everywhere victimising the local strike stalwarts, and

crf bitter against the TUC General Council. It looked as though the
end of the strike might be the beginning of the revolution."

(Farman p240) t
'Unfortunately this bitterness was not ‘the beginning of the revolut-
ion}. Even.if it had been, given the world situation.in.I926, when
the possibility of an international extensmon.of a revolutionary
movement was nil, the working class would have been defeated. How-
ever, better an.experience from which the class could draw positive
lessons, than the demoralising debacle of a return.to work after
only nine days on strike.

*0:
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‘constables were recruited from the bourgeoisie. And lastly, 1n order
ito combat the effectiveness of the strike, large grmies of volunteers ,
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Even.though the working class was largely passive, the Government
still did not trust the ability of the unions to control the situation
and;took no chances.:An.understanding oa;the part played by thegstgte
in.the General Strike is important for theiworking class teeey,Yee
it shows that the British bourgeoisie, when faced with a challenge
to its authority, will react with the same ferocity against the;work-
iqggqlass asmany of the harsher totalitarian regimes. Long befoie the
strikegbeganeplans had been made in the event of disorder or civil war

of government under a regional commisionere Furthermore all army and
navy leavetwas cancelled, troops were organised to stand readyfand,
warships with guns pointed towards the shore were anchored offfalli
the major portse In order to strengthen the police force special To

weregused to keep key industries and transport going. The effective-
neee.er these volunteers was limited, some of the untrained volunteers
causing a greatldeal of damages The main purpose of this scab force
was,for publicity and to demoralise the strikers. A considerable show
of strength backed the forces of reation, but had the strike reached
teary revolutionary stature this force could have been easily wiped
outs Troops recruited from the working class could have been persuaded
'tq tarn their arms against the bourgeoisie. And it is hardly conceiv-
able that in any strike today workers would sit back and allow strike
breakers and volunteers to man their posts. The newrconfidence of
todays undefeated wbrking class was evident in the I972 miners strike
when ‘flying pickets‘ were used, with overwhelming success, to stop
theqmcvement of suppliese " ;  1  j, ix"

  <11. areasalga  CONCLUSIQ . .l,m,,g,_ Jig, M , Y p _

Onefvaluable lessonTto*ccme out of the general strike was to show  ,
quite clearly thefnatare?efhthejunionse In criticising the role offa
the unionsiwe mast‘make quite clear that it is not simply a question
of¢bad.0r stupidest reactionary leaders but that the unions themselves
arempart and~parcel of the capitaligtjstatee We do not seek to reform
the unionsjbat rather ta abolish them along with all other aspects of
Cafiitalisme That the anions were closely bound up with the capitalist
state became cbvions to many in I914 when they stood solid in their
spport for the imperialist ware But for many workers the realisation
of the new role cf the unions as part of thewstate was not to come
till the general strike; After the strike union membership fell to
 b§lQWr5amillicn, a total iess for the unions of about 2mill1on.

That unions were an.essential part of the capitalist system was
meccgnised by the more aware elements of the bourgeoisie. The €onser-
vative,Prime Minister, Baldwin, was wGll aware of the importance of
thegunionsfand, in;a?warninggto employers not?to anger union leaders
after the strike, he*stated:’ T y F

"There can be no greater disaster than@that§there should be
r~ anarchy in~the{trade union.world. It would be impossible in our;

highly developed system of industry to carry on unless you had ‘
organisations which could speak for and bind the parties on

~»both sidese"  e  T ~#i' v e  *
p24~?£;e}‘* "  T   at e C  

For the unions the general strike”was a breakldrom their previous +~
role of parliamentarism, a syndicalist misadventure never to be

, - “ .1 " "7" "' ;. 7 J ' 3_{C__,onti.nue'd 01*1'P@=g@ .4)
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I975 was ushered in in China by the launching of the“'Campaign to‘
Study Lenin’, the Chinese governments name for its economic policies
for that year. The main features of this campaign.were2‘@v.~ fl4»~P
I) The drive to maintain.a wage freeze @  ¢; \; +~
2) Appeals to the working class to work for the‘national good*andW 

J not their individual profit u  
3) The struggle against corruption and mismanagement
4) Attempts to implement tighter industrial discipline  '
A familiar package to workers throughout the world. The circumstances
which provoked the campaign are equally familiar: declining trade fig-
ures, a massive balance of payments deficit,falling industrial prod-
uctivity, and a deepening of the class struggle as the working class
attempted to defend its living standards; By the middle of the year
the army had been used repeatedly to break strikes and ensure the
maintenance of production.   . _ 6

. \_:l . '
1 .

. 4 n ' ‘ " P I--_ .

Anyqattempt to understand these events and their significance for the
world working class must start from the understanding that China. like
everyother country in the world today is capitalist. Certainly the T
private capitalist has been eliminated and the Chinese economy has
taken the state capitalist form, that is to say. the state owns and
controls the means of production. But for the working class the iden-
tity of the owner and controller of capitalism does not in.any way T
change the nature of capitalist exploitation. In.China, as in.every
COUHtTy5‘th€ worker in order to live,rmust sell his labour—power for
a moneynwage. This wage representing only a fraction of the value
the~worker produces.fThe goods his labour produces are produced for
sale either on the home market or in foreign.markets. This exchange
production is for the realisation of profits to enable further
accumulation. Insufficient profit demands that more value be ex-
tracted from the working class; China as we shall show is no u
exQ@Ption. i.;i c S so  . -S cw»

‘ ' - ' . . ‘. . - - _ . .

| - _ 1 _ . ' - -.
I . . . E _ . . _

The experience offthe working class in the various state capitalist_ L
regimes thnoughout the world in the last 5C%years5 shows quite con-@w
clusivelylthat state capitalism, whether it calls itself Communistr‘.f
or.Faseist§ is in no way an improvement or advance on capitalism,/Nat-1

1onal1sation.and state bosses are in no way a move towards socialism f 
but on the contrary are capitalism‘s last desperate attempt to solve

its problems within its period of decline. This attempt is a tool<
for increasing exploitation and control of the working class. Such
was the so—called ‘Communist' revolution in China in I949¢,Nothing
more than.a violent take over of the capitalist state by a hew set
of capitalist bosses more able to run.it than the previous ruling T
faction. This had nothing in common with a genuine workiDS;Qlass s
revolution like.the one which erupted injhussia in I9I7. Then,,the
mass of the working class was involved in the smashing of the bourg-
eois statcy and its replacement with a Workers‘ State. (I) ‘

_ . nr,

(I) For details of the successes and eventual defeat of this move-
ment see our publication Revolutionary Perspectives No. 4. ”

1
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In I949, the Chinese working class was small in number, demoralised
and exhausted by the defeats of the revolutionary upsurge.in;thezI§te
20‘s and the years of hardship and carnage through the 3(fis and world
war two. This defeated class played no part in the Maoist coup of “”
I949. Mao‘s forces and support came exclusively from the peasantry.
The capitalist state machine remained unchanged by the takeovers .
except that new it was controlled by Mao and his‘FCommunis"Part§i. fi
Wage labefiflafthetmoney economy,_huying and selling all remained‘;\,§1
untouched. In.short\the qnly Communist part of the ‘revolution’ was
the name of Mao's party.J** - '

_ _._, _ ...;--

IMPERIALIST PAWN
r .- - u .1 40 .

divided by the two strongest capitalist powers, Russia and.Amer1ca,
surrounded by their allies, satellites and pawns. No nation.in the
world could escape domination, economic, political or military by
one or other of these powers. For the weaker undeveloped nations the
task of trying to construct a whole industrial economy of sufficient
strength to compete effectively on the world market against the  
strongest capitals was and is. totally beyond their powers. If any
country could have,done it, it would have been.China with her vast
resources, as potentially rich as almost any-country in the world
"Chiha covers a Yfifit body of land of greatly varying type and climate
andfias a result, almost any type of crop can.be grown, HerTvolume ”
offagricultural produce is second only to America, being the world's
most pIQliflc,pfC§UC€T Of rice, millet, sweet potatoes, sesame andi
rapeseed, and the second largest producer of soybeans, tobacco, wheat
and cotton. The physical resources needed to support a modern indust-
rial economy also exist: coal and iron deposits equal to U.S. and, 
Russian, Oil reserves only slightly smaller than the whole of the.
middle east, the~world*s largest supplies of mercury, tin and tung- Q
stenfand a massive hydro-electric potential. But the events in China
over the last 3£>years have shown clearly thatfieven.these“vast. , g _
resources were insufficient to allow any independent economic_devel»5
opment. Within a very short time after the coup China threw herself-;
open;fcrIHussian.aid and lfimth€ decade up till I96£5 functioned,. ,,
virtually a8 a subsiduary of Russian capitalism. During this times I
;Russia supplied massive quantities of machinery and equipment, much
of it in the form of complete industrial plants. Agreements were,;’,,
signed with Russia for the construction of 29I of these major indust
rial installations, and by I959 more than.I3O were_completedFand,-C.,
equipment valued at Ie35 billion.dollars had been delivered. Agree- 
ments were also signed with east eurpean countries for the construct"
ion of at least another hundree major projects, two thirds of which
were complted by I959. In addition to these installations, Russia
also provided invaluable technical aid including I0,000 Soviet a 
techniciansfand advisers, blueprints, training in Russia for I5,000f,

i ihni ians and financial loans of Ie-billion dollars..Asi.Chinesemtec T c y , 2 - in A ,~ _ , ,_,
ayresult of this flow of aid the Chinese economy expanded fairly T;;
rapidly, helped by the boom throughout the world following the ,'TIh
reconstruction.in the aftermath of world war two. From I949 to I960
Chinais GNP trebled and industrial output rose at aerate of 2&5 yfi
annually. Q1),  ~ r ;Q1 it i~“fyf

THE GREAT LEAP ryvxmvmana .  
gi 

‘ .

This period mustfleualify for the most comical piecc cf misnggingein 
Chinese history, It was an attempt at the end of the 50's to speed
up the pace of @€V€lQQfiGnt and break free from the ever-grow1ng_§ _
Z15. The massivejanounts of aid from Russia to China was by no means a1 1.

free gift. Russian leaders began demanding payments that the Chinese ,w.
econom- couldn't meet which was the materiad basis for the 'ideological'*Y 1 .
split and accusations Oihfiussian Imperialism-

By the time of the Maoist coup, the world stood as it is today ‘ ~

,h ,
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Soviet domination, By massively increasing exploitation, China hoped
to make up for her lack of industrial capacity. Throughout the country
work-loads were savagely increased, and giant projects based solely
on the mass mobilisation of labour were begun. This wanmthe period ,
of huge dams and irrigation schemes being built virtually barehanded
by armies of workers in a manner remihi$C€nt of the construction era
the.Egyptianvpyramids..Agricultureowae;completelyfdisrupted_byMthe;
organisation of farming communes of up‘tb“Q53000jpeople5 so large ‘;“Q
as to be totallyrunworkable. New farming meth0dS (eg. deep ploughing  
and closegplanting) were demanded offa bewildered_peasantryTigncrantpgg
of such techniques. Infindustry the call was forxiaiblast furnace in-~'

¢-‘Ievery backyard? a steel plant in.every,village‘.YInYI960flRussiai its
canceiLled.3.alla1d and "rwikthdrew her technicians.  rMc..ny"or.t the Russian

.i'construction projects remained uncompleted and the ones-already.< »% my
finished lacked aitrained-Chinese workforce to operate them. By{I96I}wr

v
. ' _the Great L€&p;FOPW&Ifi WES abandbned.*The results were an ekhausted' ;

workforceyaplummetingIfood production and widespread famine"and l .»7[t
starvation;rand industrial production back to I952 levels. Productione
stagnated for the rest ef the decade while China attempted to maint-
ain.her ‘independencei. The absolute failure in this period to make
anyjeconomic progress has forced Qhina into a closer relationshipi
with the.American dominated bloc. Cnly the more advanced nations _g
could provide the technology and capital required. International  ,““
trade which had dropped dramatically during the 'reat Leap Forward |L_‘
beg3n,tQ rise again‘ In the.50's* 75% of Chinese trade had been with S
Russia and her satellites. By I970, more than.8Q% of trade was with
the west and most of that was with.Japan, America's eastern lieutenant.
Japan and W. Europe in the late6OTs and 70's took on the same role"  
as Russia had in the_50Fs5 as supplier of advanced technology and ¢i
capital; JapgnfQW€St Germany’ U.K., France and Switzerland are curr_
ently the source of more than 4/Sths of Chinats imports of electronic
products and production equipment. This dependence on western tech—
nology can be seenbinpevery branch of industry. In.I966 agreements c.
‘were signed for Japan to supply and construct 50 complete plants for
the chemical and steel industries, and recently Japan has been.inVol+
ved in the development of China‘s oil resources, harbour facilities
and steel industry.F‘. j c _ ~   cY”?“-fg   1q"iy“lc?]“ 
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The growth of economic dependence on the west has led to a5growingiM[
political involvement with America and her allies,§this invo1vement§Y
reflected in the Chinese support for the unificatipn'of eurobean' gr

capitalism in.the EEC, and consistent’support_for western bloc fact§ 
ions in the inter-imperialist struggles across the globe;[from;Bangla 
desh to.Angola. As yet China is not fully integrated into the'U;S.”
camp and thus she can still pose as an?independent' power. but;the_ly 

v.

deepening of the global crisis with the exarcebation of inter~imperé,,-
ialist rivalries, China's inability to counter"growing‘Russian, y§S' 
domination in south east asia must force China into complete integ—  
ration; economically, politically and militarily with.dmericanf
Imperialism. ~? # i*¥¥i can t y_gSc§t. y  @~5p

... .-,-_ -- _ ~-~ ._ . ' 1. : I 1 '- '
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SUPERPCWER?  '  T
. I I __ ' "

Despite claims to the contrary by its leftist supporters "Ghina ii’
remains an.incredibly backward country with only rudiments of the -I
infrastructure necessary for an industrial economy. Even with the helpy
off the massive Soviet aid of the 50‘s, China remains essentlallyian-‘
agricultural nation with more than.80%-of"the.populationuworklng on   
the land. The gross national product per head of population 1S only"Ww§

, ‘ _ __ , ,__ : ‘ .-_ - __.'--__.
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I6§§dollars per year which is only slightly more than that of India
or Cambodia. (for australia the figure is 2980 dollars and for Japan;
23QOfdollars). The rate of growth in;food and industrialeproduction;
combined, over the period¢I952~?0, is virtually thexS&fi€f as Indiais
4.6%@_H&Idly the success story of the century. The basic necessities
of an industrial?nation,jlike roads, andictheratransportj a:skilledc
workforce_(the<literacyerate is under 36%) etc. remain totally a;;:
inadequate. Cnly slightly more than.halfFthe roads are 'allaweather';
roads; the rest being unmetaled dirt oricinder tracks. The railway i
network is only the skeleton of what is required: the whclc of west-
ern.Chinaiflfor*instance comprising Sinkiang, Tibet and most of . S, x
Tsinghai province hae#only°oneftailway-lineiandfithatcinman.area;then
size of France; the rolling stock that exists relies mostly on steam
engfinesw the" only -sfizaablerc. F “c ountrycin the; world 1,
still using steam power. Aviationwremains basic.*comprising?onlyh »

weekly i‘nternc.ti onal flightsss than‘ three » hundred '. c
dbmestic flights; Increased world trade has placed intolerablelstrain
on the already inadequate harbpur facilities. All thGS6id€fiCi€DQi€S?
must be made up with imports from abroad. Trucke and trains from <;i
W} Germany, Tridente and Boing*70?ls from U.K. and U.S.e. and from S»
Japan, in the period I972e75 she imported 235 million dollars of j*
Port  

, ' i ._ , : 4-_- ' ~ '- " _"‘ ' - ' . -. | . __.-v. ' -.;
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rnagetancereflcr eechnciegy which Ghina”ean produce domestically ;q
r*03;;_.it 0" yiears Jeehilndw the we..stern,equiVa.lye nt._;;

ifhe steel industry§ the backbone of any industrial;nati0n,eiscalso p
under great stress according to recent reports in.the Financial Times.
The iron@oreQreserv8s in China, although largei are ofqpoor quality _
9iefreQHiTine”eXt@n$iV@.pre¢¢SSinaw5eeiliti@S the Chinese Cami? wi.~
afford to build. The result once againghae been an increasing @ .;;

-- - - -. ~.- -. . .. . _ | ~ _
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The_pattern.of tradethroughout the period has remained unchanged,py
the7eXpprt cf riee foodstuffs and raw daterialsiin exchange flora- c

rate"thatPChine; -can indu.stryi-alise depends
upon the amount of surplus that can be squeezed out of agricultural,
production. The growth of agricultural productivity has only just
kept pace with the growth of the population.despite desperate _ _.
efforts to contrel population.andto~mechanise agriculture. China is
caught in the vicious circle that all the backward nations in the 1
cfere Of decadence are in; to mechanise agriculturejdemands theme;
eapeneionior industrial facilities necessary for the production=of g

c,_b1_f1t; c.a;1.5.0nlyfbeiiachievecd in ,i']'.~I'S'|3y-place ;
by producing a sufficient agricultural surplus.Lacking an adequate
§hcai¢g1*industryfforltheyproduction"of.essential¢fertilisers,vChina
has beenqrcreee to import largefiquantitiesfof'fertilis€rfrom thegg
west§”§lacing further strain on h€rf@gp&biliti€S to purchase the r»~
desperately needed*aachinerye o ~ FHA ".1K w I<we1r  g;=I

MILITARY MIGHT? '
__ _ _. _

. - J "_ ._
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Any notions of China being a world super-power, rivalling US and “T-
Russiangimperialism disappear like WlSp5 of smoke on,examination’. 
.05 Qhinaé,military*potential..alIYef the armed forces technology y
“is aimostfobsolete; depending=very largely on designs baeed onv- .' |. .

Sovietjpatterns of the 501$. The airforce for inSbance is large,  
ypooopianee;-butane: of the planes¢are either old having been_ _

n

boughtbefcrelI959ior~of-obselete"design.-The pavY,.eaa1n large; AYQ
is basically a coastal defence force and has little deep sea going
capacity. Though with their increasing reliance cngthe world
market frantic efforts are being made to change thlS- Her mufih
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vaunted nuclear strike capability consists of 70 to 80 missiles of
lshort to medium range, all of primitive design.and aparentLy*none

ref them flight-testedi The weakness of her military forces is best
-lllUStI&t€d§by her policy of defence against Russian.invasion. 
To quote from a paper submited to the US congress: q Ty.

 "(China) must be the only country openly to admit that and futu
war will be waged on its own soil ~ by nuclear counter-blogs and
guerilla warfare...The Chinese response to the Soviet threat_c

T remains to ‘dig tunnels deeper, store grain everywhere, and T
accept no hegemony'." T ; k  io ' C ~’,,  

_ . .

- - 1 .
- - . 1

In.foreign.policy attempts to counter Russian and American.influence
by the granting of aid, loans and military supplies, has been  '
equally ineffectual. When Egypt withdrew from the Russian sphereg
of influence recently, it was to.America that she turned, despite t
 the long history of Chinese aid. In Angola aid to the pro—western
faction.UhITd.melted quickly away in the face of the reality of
Soviet might. In her own.area, south east asia, attempts to counter
Soviet domination have also been.a failure. After years of accepting
milityary ~supplie's from China,,l\T. Vietnam moved rapidly to alignl
itself with Moscow after the US withdrawal, much.t0 the alarm of
China@.an economic agreement signed by N.'Vietnam was dwarfed within
months by a much larger agreement with Russia. Laos and Cambodia
likewise have aligned themselves with.Bussia. N. Korea although y
publicly and vociferously supported by China, received a point blank
refusal? when asked to provide material support for an invasion of
S. Korea. In Malaysia, a country with a large Chinese population*“
and traditionaly with1n.China’s sphere of influence, Peking has  “
for years financed the local CP. in terrorist campaigns, but has 
recently complained bitterly about the infiltration of the Malaysian
CP. by Hanoi (proéhussian) trained elements. The withdrawal of _
ramericalfrom South East Asia, coupled with China‘s inability to i“
counter Soviet expansion has left China in an increasingly vulner-
able position. There has been the rapid realisation that only US
imperialism can.withstand Russian.imperialism. Hence the increasingly
hysterical warnings by the Chinese to,america.about.Russia's plans
rfor war, and the frightened squawking at the withdrawal of American

ibases from Thailand. The lessons to be learned from the Chlnesei;
experience are quite clear: liberation from imperialist diminatibn
is today an.impossibility within.capitalism, only the destruction df
capitalism on.a global scale can end imperialism. .. 

§ _._ | I _ , .

"' ' ' r .-.._A ' - _ . 'I___-\ -.' ' -

J ~ ' ' § _ ,CLASS STRUGGLEy    ,  ,

Even in the best of times, during the years of Russian aid in the 50‘s
the Maoist state had nothing to offer the working class but they *“
most spartan.living standards and programmes of austerity for they,
benefit of Fsocialism‘. The onset of crisis throughout the capitalist
world in the mid.6CVs found China a backward primitive economy already
shattered by attempts like the Great Leap Forward to remain.indepe;
endent of the developed world. The Cultural Revolution, I966+68, was
the last expression of this policy. In essence this was initiallyl
 a*struggle between two factions in the Party about the best method.
of dealing with the shattered economy and growing working class
demands for better living conditions. Cne faction led by Liu Shac-
chi advocated a return to the Soviet bloc and the importing of
Russian technology to increase productivity¢accompanied by wage, by
incentives and more consumer goods to ‘buy off‘ the workers: The l§j
Maoist faction.favoured the maintenance of independence from aid ;
accompanied by a campaign to force the working class to accept mass+
ive increases in.exploitation.for the ‘good of the socialist economy‘,

Q
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along with a continuance_of the wages freczc. Mao‘sIRed.Guards ( mil-
lions of students and lumpenised youths) flooded across China into T;
theymain industrial centres to coerce the anti+Mao elements of the 33
bureaucracy and administration into acceptance of Mao's policye Their
other main.targets were the factories and work places to try and
atifleyworking class opposition to increased repploitetion. The  
wogkers responseewas not long in.arriving. By the start of I967 the
demands for higher wages had escalated into a massive strike move-
ment, beginningtin thedocks in Shanghai and jickly spreading to all
the other industrial workers in the city. With the support of the 9
railway workers the strike quickly spread throughout the country.  l
Theheywere reports ofwfactory occupations and seizunes_of arms by  
"workers. @-o   l l i  * i";  A  Y1 ,: ;    Q-"\ . :

I ' _ ' " ' _ l - . .,
r ' - -_

The suppression of information on.China makes it difficult to eval~
uate the level of the class movement but the struggle certainly*wQ- }
seems to have developed beyond purely economic demands and moved%.1-Y
into a more political level. There appears to have been growing all
awareness among sections of workers that the struggle was not forf?,5
or against one or other of the factions but that their olass.int#I *i
erests could only be defended by struggle against all factions andrir
organs of the capitalist state. Undoubtedly this awareness remainedi;
embryonic and flourished only in a confused and fragmentary manner.~i
The clearest expression appears to have been an organisation called Y
Shen@Wu—Lien based in the province of Hunan. In their publications @ 
they began t0 characterise the Party regime as capitalist andvput m
forward~the idea that it was impossible to reform it but that thew Y
state and all its organs (army, police and goverment bureaucracy)  
must be smashed.  T" _, r t  mp». » 9

aw3;~ i"TheJrule of the new bourgeoisie must be overthrown by force
winaorderfto solve the problem of political power."

And later when the struggles hid subsided they criticised the mass
of workersrbecause,ifo&7 c  f“ 9 it .

fie "They not only failed to realise voluntarily the necessity
¢j ,j of thoroughly smashing the old state machinery... but didn't

a*i“;;@.cfsee1; thet the enemy formed a class and they (the workers)1.

~e ¢b* were dominated by ideas of ‘revolution to dismiss officials"
By I968 however, most of the disturbanceswere over, the strike wave 1
having been broken by extensive use of the.Army and Refi Guards in fl1G
factoriee and on the railways. There were reports of large,numbers1 
of workers being imprisoned for the purpose of ‘re-education‘. This
was China's last attempt at independence from the world market. The

moves into the western.sphere of influence accelerated rapidly from
then 011» 9 - V . -é. - - ' \ .
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Thevyintcensificcation of the global crisis and'its__effects in China
over the last two years appears to have provoked fresh outburts of
class struggle. The main.areas of activity have been in the prov-
inces,of‘Hangchow, Hunan.and by railway workers_throughout the
country; In.Hangchow there was unrest throughout I974 , and I975 saw
a seriesof strikes, occupations and armed clashes with the police.
The Asia Year Book for I976 states,i  , 9 i;  

' c»y,“...Attempts to restore discipline by enrolling the labour
  forcenin the militia merely armed the {workers cliques‘

~anxioue to unseat the municipal authority". 9
Eventually Premier Teng moved in to the city with armed troops and
cut all contact with the rest of China while the troops moved into
the factories to break the strikes and maintain.production. In many

. ': '1 ' ' ‘ ‘ ' '
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of the factories, Government cadres were left behind to "inspire
industriousness and watch for unwholesome tendencies."(Asia Yr. Book)

I

Reports of slmillar actions by troops in.many other areas from
Hunan.to Kwantung have also appeared. In.Anhwei, unrest on the rail-
ways, strikes, go-slows and sabotage in I975 led to the creation of
a new Railway Defence Crganisation, a combination of local police
and army units, to‘assist efficiency‘. Similiar units appeared in
other provinces.

The physical attacks on the working class by the organs of the state
have been paralleled by idealogical attacks like the ‘Campaign.to
Study Leninf, and the ceaseless attempts to persuade the workforce
to identify with the national capital. Early in I975 the Government
resurrected the trade unions so that they could play their role of
maintaining discipline on the shop-floor. Schemes for the integration
of workers into factory administrations have been introduced in the
hope that the workforce can.be persuaded to participate in their own
exploitation. In.an effort to mask unemployment and break working ~
class strength in the cities, vast numbers of city workers (over IO
million since I968) have been forcibly relocated in country areas
where they are used to supplement agricultural production.

But today the capitalist class of China, like the capitalists through-
out the world, have their backs to the wall . Capitalism is wracked
by irreversible crisis and its only response is to attack the working
class, who have shown in struggle after struggle their willingness
to confront capital head on, and their ability to learn from their
experience. The inability of winning struggles within. capitalism,
the inability to gain.gQy concessions from capitalism,changes the
nature of the struggle from an econcmic one to a political one.

Increasingly in struggles throughout the world the need to extend L
the struggle beyond the confines of one factory or even one country
brings the working class into more and more open confrontation.with
all the organs of the capitalist state - the unions, police, army-
and makes ever clearer the historic task facing the working class -
the world wide destruction of capitalism and the construction of a
Communist world.
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PLATFORM
The platform of the Communist Workers Organisation has just been
published, price hp. Readers who want copies of the platform,
which outlines and explains the political positions of the C,W,O,
should write to the publishing address. Please allow for postage.

FO I? C Q N T A C T W iiii%?‘i?i"| C.\/V. Q.
For meetings and/or contact in the following areas, Aberdeen,
Glasgow, Leeds, Manchester, Merseyside and Tyneside (mmetings can
be arranged in other areas with interested individuals), write K:

C.W.O.
c/o 48, Manchester Street,
Liverpool Ll-6ER.
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