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0.515-N, “WEEKEND : JANUARY .13[l4

SHEFF{ELF GQ.~:0RD1PAT.1§,G CENTRE_ AGAINST. ""5'“TPL9YT'TENT; '73.- 5T,._§HEEFIELE

SjTURQ@Y”JA§UARY;13th - Will consist of a day of workshops on topics of interest to
anarchists, at the above venue from noon to 5pm. If you or your group wishes to run
a workshop please try to notify CSAN, P.O. Box 446, Sheffield, S1 1NY beforehand.
Failing that, please feel free to turn up on the day to do the workshop.

§0YJANUARY 14th - Is the actual CSAN meeting. As this mailing is a little late,
c<c.d all groups recieving it please pass on details of the weekend to anyone not on
the CSAN mailing list who may be interested. Agenda items should be sent to the address
above or brought along on the day. Again, the meeting will run~from noon to 5pm at the
Sheffield Co-ordinating Centre in West St. (If anyone has trogple finding the Centre,
we're told that West St is right.in the centre of Sheffield so if you get lost just ask
someonel).

Food and accomodation will be provided for both days but to give the organisers an idea
of how many people they'll need to put up, please try to let them know beforehand by
dropping a line to CSAN, P.O. Box A46, Sheffield, S1 1NY.

sssasass##*##$+*#*****###****
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At the last CSAN meeting, someone , ,from Li 1 83.6 ti Id t t _The concept of class struggle snar-
v?rpo? 1 ‘ey "Du . sot on chism is one I would agree with. Withoutf d 1 f h‘

$ee::n::1_eh;:EsthE; firs running of the anchor of class struggle, anarchism
= "' drifts into liberalism and indulgent

AGENDA — Information should be provided precious idealism’ where a few people
- t d te to live the most erfectt 11 h h r o ‘Y a“ °°“P° P0 a in t e s ape o an agenda at 1 1,f t I d t d Show the teat

least a week before the meeting is held. mora 1 es Y e an I7 8? ,
I Minutes of the last meeting should be of us the pover of their good example’

- 1 d d - h -1 It is very satisfying I'm sure, but getsinc u e in t e mai out.
The agenda Should state the date and nowhere. I think the Peace Movement of

V E th t. it ref 8 t _ He 8,8 the early 80 s shows that you can be as
ae:3figg strficifiietng er O I spiritually aware as you like, make one

- moral stance after another, and even show1 A l .
) Po ogles from any groups or areas r nal coura e in doin so but that itI 2) Minutes of previous meeting to be P9 so ,3 81 k d t b ch t th me tin to can end up being very futile unless
O0 e 3 Y Use a 8 e 5 tackle the question of class exploih k f ' t t’ - ,C EC or any mlsrepresen a long’ amiss head on. Histor has tau ht us that t e' t _ Y 8 .

;?n; e fi _ - - _ F 1 t ti countries where anarchism has become in—atters arising rom as mee n orydevelopments on any issue refered togon fluencial at certain times is where peo-
- ple have adopted class struggle anarchism

8 prevlous agenda’ . t not acifism Having said all that I4 P
) Reportbacks’ on any Issue not on agenda' think there is still a danger in being so

S 5) Issues’ . b concentrated on class struggle that one
6) Correspondence recleved Y group’ ignores and msrginalises other struggles7) Any other business.A h . th t t t n I feel as a gay anarchist that there isny ting a anyone wan s o appear 0

. the agenda should be sent the week before still 8 great deal of silence ‘hen it .. . comes to tackling the question of lesbian~ it is mailed out. Any backup literature or and 8 liberation and that people will8 Y
Info on the agegda ltemlshouldbaisg Se not mind it being mentioned but 'lets notmailed out so t at peop e are r e e on . ..l_ b _ . _ . . spend too much time on this diversion
lqques to e ralsed Thls “Ill 318? help from the class struggle‘. If we take up
groups to bring in any addiilonal Info too much time of heterosexuals we get
they may have on 8 certain Issue’ accused of being ‘single issue‘ campaign-
MIdUTES — When recording minutes. be vet! :€gtan:h?Z; gglgmtggzaitf %;;;'d:3Etsexu-
b _ Y Prief Take down discussions under each 1 h thi k that 0 and tell theh . . d . h d peop e w o n g
eadlng Any pfolonge d1scuss1°n.s Oul lads out 'queerbashing' that, rather thanbe sumarised in brief. Just key issues. us )

- If anyone volunteers to do something we heat atguments against fascism be_
' t th ' t . U d .Tlnu B , elf gang Ogdggoup ?tc n at d_ cause of its racism, but little comment

iissgfij Zhgficshgugg makzvfi ltzeozfilkezf on what it means to women's or lesbian
g P and gay rights. There is little ment.

the agenda’ of the rise in attacks against homos M
i" h Id v t 1. th - and virtually nothing has been said reg-CHAIR - The cha r s ou con ro e ' .di h i Ii kd

meeting to make it as demodratic as poss— sictgglgsfi ::;;e:es:gh E: E;:§88°::ge::_
ible. S/he should be from the group hostf , hi h 8 1 to 8 men but not to. . § ncy w c pp y g y
ing the meet1ng.and this should be done heterosexuals. Its not realistic to Bimr
before the meet1ng' ply claim that when the Working Class

S/he should ensure that the agenda is realise their best interests lie in fightfollowed in order. Timings for bregks gr ins for revolutionary change. sexism or
discussion should be vaguely consi ere. . . homophobia will automatically vanish.before the meeting is held. A meeting so let. keep the an‘rchi8t .cti'ity
should not last more than two hours. rooted in class atruggle, but -‘kc sure

' ' - that other forms of oppression - and opp-
ENU- ressors — are tsrgetted and confronted.

,1
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Dear Comrades, _

I ‘J-',Q\_|

,_\

‘ Over the weekend of 9/l0 December, a number of anarchists met in Sheffield
to discuss the poll tax. This letter, and the accompanying leaflet, has been
sent so that we can share those discussions with anarchists who didn't attend.

The discussion focused on two-related concerns. Firstly, we talked about
the kind of campaign we wanted to seec and what in practice we could do to
achieve It. Secondly, we looked at the difficulties encountered by trying to
work in national/local federations, and groups, dominated by Militant Tendency,
and again what in practice could be done to get around that domination.

Drawing on Our various experiences we sought to define some general
perspectives that might usefully guide our future involvement.

Q

Ibo an r@a_i.2;e

1 ft was stressed that anarchists should be involved in the anti—poll tax
campaign, despite the evident difficulties. The poll tax is a central plank of
this government"; current strategy and its defeat will not only undermine that
strategy but also boost the confidence of the working class.

2 we need to encourage the organisation of_a mass non—payment campaign,
firmly rooted in the grassroots communities affected by the tax. Whatever the
usefulness of other strategies, this kind of radical campaign has to encouraged.

To prevent the channeling and directing of the anti—poll tax campaign by
Militant (and other leftists),1we have to argue for and organise in democratic
structures and processes, that emphasise the grassroots and encourage people to
get directly and actively involved. -

Militant": immediate interest lies not in defeating the poll tax, but in
using the campaign to boost their position and credibility within the Labour
Party. For that reason they seek to control and steward the campaign,
channeling it in a way that appears more radical than the Labour and trades
Ufllufl bureacracies, whilst at the same timeflkeeping it wellzbehind those
br_.r_r_eacr_a_ci_e§. For example: calling on the TUC to stage a national demonstration
next year rather than resolving to organise for one anyway and ask for their
support; continually pressing for local councils not to implement the poll tax.

To the extent that we do not succeed in generating grassroots involvement
and activity, Militant's bureacratic control of the campaign will be reinforced.
In the absence of an active and independent grassroots, we set ourselves up for
disaster if (when?) Militant decide that their interests would be better served
by winding down the campaign.

3 One area of disagreement concerned the tactic of pressuring local (usually
Labour) councils,¢sg. by attending pickets of Labour Group meetings. Some
argued that such actions simply seem to legitimise the Labour Party and its
claims to represent us. Others saw it as a potentially useful tactic; depending
on what rows involved - harassing local councillors outside meetings as part of
a picket hardly amounts to legitimising the council. Such actions could
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generate good publicity, create situations where wé’eould argue the need to _
l-"~r~l-- beyond fan-"i act against) the councils, and Taste?’ goodwill in groups
combining differ ent factions (we'll attend your picket’, you'll be prepared to
*2r_rpp1_‘rl. something we propose). This, of course, raised the whole issue of
working with the left, which some comrades presenkexpressed a reluctance to
do, and tho "negotiation" which is part and parcel of any broadly—basod
campaign.

_?
4 Another more fundamental disagreement concerned the strategy of pushing
for non-ro~operation hy those workers in/directly involved in the implementation
of the poll tax. Some comrades argued for a dual strategy of non~payment/non-
implomentation, citing cases of workers who'd refused to co-operate witb the
p- ll ta!-c fl-Ill’)? WIIERE? Di-i they mean some London CPSA workers who refused to
pr-.~=o~*-s information from benefit records?). They stressed the need to make
links with CFSA and NALGO workers - sending poll tax to branch meetings,
setting up workplace anti—poll tax groups. Others took this further and argued
tlmt the campaign had to move into the workplace generally in order to succeed,
and that ultimately a general strike was neccessary.

"ihor comrades were more pessimistic. It was noted that the staff
directly implementing the tat had often been recruited to do Just that,in the
full knowledge of what it meant. It was argued that activists in the CPSA harn
major problems getting workers active on issues directly affecting them. These
tomtfld"5 dhhft disagree with the need to build links with CPSA and NALGO
workers (which in any case already exist where poll tax groups include people
employed by the DSS or local government); but they thought that a strategy of
non implementation was supplementary to a non-payment campaign, and that our
limited resources should be concentrated there.

'3 It was agreed that the only way in which nomimplementation could he at
all suc-.essful was if a radical mass non—payment campaign already existed.
Suvh a campaign would inevitably spill over into the workplace, through issues
swih as arr-fitment of wages, and the simple fact of workers being involved in
~:omm'Inil.y ('-'\fll['?fllf{li'5. |

the immediate practical tasks, whether we prioritise non—payment or I
pu-uh for a dual strategy, are the same. 1

1lJ1~?- F.~"~,i'?cai_l.e!1

I The Ml-Prltish Anti-Poll Tax Federation is clearly dominated by Militant,
as are most local/city federations. Some comrades expressed reluctance to be ‘
in='~\lve~i in =-nch organisations, given that Militant‘-s control means that they
will never be very successful. Some mooted the idea of new, independent
federations.

Put it was stressed that "success" at Federation and other meetings 0
shouldn't be measured simply in terms of the number of resolutions and I
amendments pas-zed or rejected. Given Mil1tant's present hold over Federation
meetings and conferences, getting through measures of which they don't approve
is highly unlikely. g____4 g_ ,____________,_____,,_.. - '"

Our involvementmlinflfiederation meetings should not be with the aim of
".;|mngirig the hearts and minds" of Militant supporters, and it isn't about
formal majorities and beating Militant at their own game. .

T1,.» real rriteria of success is the extent to which the Ferieraticpnéshppdfl be
n-;-=d to foster an independent movement with a firm orientation owar -

Y-'j""~1'1l'f'l'i\lcr It was stressed that working within the Federations 1" "0 "'1?
8 q t f local rou.s or as,.:..-1u4.-, our working outside of them, whether as par o B P dp _
Jnmhlslc we can use the Federations creatively. '39 '5 forum '50 ‘"3"’? "n. _ : ‘_._.__ __ __ ,., .. _-- - r it

e;<press ideas, a meeting place to link up, share inhrmation and plan jo n
actions with 1ike—minded groups in the anti-poll tax movement-

wn,-;.-yna 1n the Federations, despite Militant‘s formal control, can assist
the on-<_~~nag'ornent of an independent movement. If we are successful. then 85
lg: maniac“; “gag mung; wnl flmp“ be lost in the shuffle. I
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rs VALENTINE'S DAY:
‘ MASSACRE THE POLL TAX 1

Mid~February 1990 is a crucial point in the anti—poll tax campaign,
because: -

44$uSIl The level of contribution local councils will receive from central
government will be announced early in January, so all over the country the poll
tax rate will have been set in the preceding month or so.

0 2 By this time, those Scottish councils unable to prosecute all the non-
payers in their area before t.heW_n.e_1gt,_,round.ofibilllsgargeggd,ue_.._t,o;,g,g,,_oyt. will have
been forced to admit it, because of the effect on their budgetting. We can be
sure that. this boost for the non-payment campaigns will be heavily censored by
the media in this country. It will be up to us to spread the good news.

3 It will only be six weeks before the first poll tax bills are due to go
out in this country.

So, we picked Valentine's Day, Wednesday February 14th, as the day to
deliver our poll tax message. We are co-ordinating a NATIONWIDE DAY OF ACTION
against the tax. Here's what interested groups should do:

' i Pick a target. We suggest one of these, but use your imagination too:
- occupy your local borough, city or county council offices -
- occupy your local poll tax office '
- occupy your council treasury '
- occupy the offices of council “debt counselling” services
— occupy the upper floors of any prominent building and hang anti-poll tax-

banners out of the windows -

I Make sure you have a fall back plan in case for some reason you aren't
able to get to your preferred target. Do gQg\_gt._l1ig_g_l

1 Urite to the address below be{ore___t,h_e end q_L_.],a,_nu,a;[y. Tell us what
town/city you're in, and if you're in London what area. Send us a contact .
address. We'll send you back a model press release, and a list of all the

. towns/cities where groups are taking part in the day of action.

I Do your own Press work locally, but use this information to link your
action to others all over the country

VUUUUVVUVUVUUUV

L

Hrite to: VALENTINES
Box 5
Hiziki ‘
42 Goosegate
Nottingham

 



I

Tl--IE2 L.E‘./\F‘I_.EIT‘ !

l Get involved! (can someone expand on this a little?)
a

2 National and City—wide Federations:

Don't be put off by Militant domination. We aren't interested in the
Federations to beat Militant at their own game, but to encourage the
development of an independent movement against the poll tax. Being inside the
Federations is useful for this. You can:

Put forward motions and resolutions: If Militant disagree they'll use '
their majority to squash it. But we shouldn't introduce motions only if
they'll win. Even motions that lose broaden the agenda, and provide a
focus around which independent groups and currents can come together.

Leaflets: All resolutions should be supplemented by a leaflet containing
the motion and an explanation of it It might happen that motions are not
even discussed, hi which case the leaflet itself- with contact address —
ran serve pretty much the same focus.

Fringe Meetings: At the Manchester conference a fringe meeting was
abandoned after the conference voted to continue through the lunch hour.
But its worth trying to organise fringe meetings during or after each
Federation meeting. They could provide a meeting point for independent
groups. Watch out for Militant attempts to interrupt these meetings.

Caucuses: Anarchists should get together before meetings to discuss the
agenda and the various motions,:swap leaflets and pass on information.
Caucuses should also be arranged between representatives of twinned
groups and between independent groups and other contacts. CSAN and other
national anarchist groupings could facilitate these. ‘

We aim to use the Federations as forums in which we can link up with
other groups, plan practical activities, and help foster an indepedent,
grassroots movement working either through or past the Federations.

Making links: The poll tax is only a part, though a major part, of the
Tory strategy. Currently the CPSA is involved in a dispute (if protract
and localised) with the government, also the ambulance workers, who are
enjoying enormous public support. its important to make links with other .
groups struggling against the government - strikers, pro-choice campaigns, .
etc. Producing leaflets and posters declaring solidarity, visiting picket i
lines and other places in support, inviting representatives to speak at
poll tax meetings. Unity is strength!

. :1

A a NQIE_._Q!LE‘RQFlAQ&ND&

In leaflets and other communications, try to avoid the possibility of _
Militant marginalising what you say and branding your group as splitters or _f
wreckezs. Blatant attacks on Militant are probably counter-productive. A :=
growing campaign will bring in people unused to the ways of the left - and i
anarchists! Our suggestions should be positive and craatlva,_,a‘nd,crit,iciaaa 0|’
Militant (or other groups) implicit .. F y f;t

-innQIUIIF
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Our best answer to Militant attempts to steer thal¢anpaign;:anyway.theu

choose is to build a strong; grassroots-based novanent..ot.;ppI_aat  
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Canvass: Leaflets are t‘ina,hbut there's nothing like face-to-Ffaca contact
to cultivate interest{ We can explain our campaign, paroonallytninvitar e
people to comegto aueettiragagflnd out what mg! th1nR."‘i"o50I1_i'_ P0091! light
have child-care probleno,-%.or‘§apdiaability which could naltaiitharder for
them to attend; lotgeoftn;-.;l.Ioot §tIOf|(,j_|:OllI_‘adQi'_,_.'_l_)i_.l\_ thQf§flp_§l§n*t.ta!l§§I'l'l0¥1\‘9
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Leaflets, Posters.ueuafiili§§i‘%i§iiTwepanama “produce andludiatributae loads!  
They provide points ort-cantact“tort people in our areas, kaopj
in formed, and. let _.__l'.hQI- thatthara'a I.'_=1OClI1"___.Cllpli8n"_,5:'=;§j§§§j_:f-5;;-'_;;-3 T ppY
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Street Repe:’* Get tyoureetlocalftgroupa to appoint 3'atraat" repstetlitlhooe tjobp it is
to ensure that, literature tiadistributad, houaaaara aytatenaticallytkt a t
canvassed, all addreseeaywharaepnaw anti-poligtast poataraiapptearagat a call.
and so Om _e V r -' " '

Street Meetingesp A ~ Perhaps “aoialilpaopla  um‘:**ntt1um};thet idea  ofattmding   »  
large meetings. ;}1Suallerpttnaatingaoaraet friandliargiora less
intimidatingqHaatf w_1thT:~‘MIzilwlné-ét_a*i“"=l_i\d' flhat can
be done, get -to know tetha]ni%;;tfat§;ftha Illll_ p
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In the last minutes there was mention Also mentioned at the last meeting was
of the SOLIDARITY NETWORK - strike supp- the fact that some groups wanted to trans-
orters not dominated by party hacks. We late literature into various languages.
now have an address for them — The address below is of a comercial

company (who will also do typsetting). We
SOLIDARITY NETWORK don't know how much they charge but this

c/o Ross Galbraith, is the best we can come up with....
2 Wningrove Walk,

Abbey Rise, ARTWORKERS TYPSETTERS
Leicester. 402a St John Street,

London,
If this is out of date, we think they ' ECIV 4NJ.

can be contacted via the address for the
Cranby Plastics strike support fund in Tel 01 833 0425.
Leicester. (Which I can't find — typist!) I
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Below is a copy of a poster produced by Liverpool DAM which has proved popular on many
a picket line. For an A3 version to copy, send a large SAE to Liverpool DAM, 82 Lark Lane, i
Liverpool 17.

'I/\U1DSEIHVSEIVDS
HLDNEIHLS ]§.LI}IV(II'IOS

L r-1
C/J

5

.\.
U

_¢

 



A _ . _. . _____ __ ,_ __ I __ _ , _ _,___ _ ..----_..... - ----v"-\--—---

'.

Over the last few years there have been lots of changes in the anarchist
movement. Most of these have been positive: it's obvious we need to get
setiously organised, for example. But recently we've seen too many ‘lib-
ertarians’ bending over backwards to imitate the approach of the Left,
appealing only to other middle class libertarians. It's great that we're
getting beyond the comic-book politics of anarcha-punk and the sad days
of Crass, but what's the point in replacing it with dusty old academic
bullshit? One step forward, two steps back. P

It's taken a lot of us years to come to our present conclusions (class
struggle anarchism). And when we look at how inaccessible most political

truggle anarchism could have come about years ago, if we'd come across
he ideas in a relevant and appealing way. when you look at some of the

rubbish so—called 'anarchists' publish, we wonder whether the people be-
hind these ideas really want change - or whether they're happy to be
stuck in the grey old world of politics.

"materia1 is, it's a wonder we ever got here at all.0ur adoption of class

What the fuck happened to relevance and accessibility?! It's great to
produce anarchist material, but what's the point if it's not accessible
to working class people? Everything we produce should be accessible. For
instance, we can't just assume that everybody knows what 'imperialism'
is. Ur what ‘socialism’ is. We desperately need to promote class strug-
gle anarchist ideas. But we will see an afiarchist society when anarchist
ideas make sense to the mass of the working class: not when half a dozen
intellectuals discover the correct line. If this was the case we would
have seen change many moons ago. -

All too often there is something missing at the heart of anarchist pol-
itics. It's as if we've read our textbooks and done our calculations -
and somewhere the realities of life have been left out. Things like lack
of confidence, isolation, hopelessness: these are part of the way we are
kept down and kept apart. Decent revolutionary propaganda should aim to
cut through these barriers, not reinforce them. If you think it can't be
done, look at what 'Herseyside Anarchist‘ and ‘Counter-Information‘ have
achieved...

0 So if you think revolution is more than a hobby
for the middle classes, and you want to see good
direct propaganda, we want to see you on 3rd-4th
February in Liverpool. If you are thinking of
coming, let us know; and tell us if you need ac-
commodation etc, and what you want to see on the
agenda. If you can't make it but want to be in-
volved, write and let us know and we can keep
you in touch. A

PROPAGANDA
__ Box 25

52 Call Lane
Leeds LS1 6DT
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