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introduction

LGBT history month is an event designed to introduce a previously ‘hidden’ history to school children across Britain.
Being ovarlooked in the national curriculum has meant that many of us within the LGBT community may also be

unaware of the events and people who have come before us, made an impact on our lives (whether we realise it or

5 not) or the contribution which LGBT people have made to society as a whole.
Education destroys ignorance.,

Hopefully more and more school children will begin to learn that LGBT people are no longer figures of hate, fear, fun
: or ridicule. We have always existed and will always exist. We have been kings and queens, politicians and protestors,

musicians and writers, thinkers and doers. And this especially important for those young LGBT people who are in our

schoolrooms. No longer will they feel that they are the only ones. No longer will they feel that their lives will revolve

around hiding and bullying. They will see that the only limits to their achievements are their imaginations...

On a perscnal note I must add that I do not inke (or really approve or) history being a list of names, dates and the

‘great and the good’. To my mind, history is t ancestors-lec-ane-the-tmpactonrthen
of social, political and economic change and THEIR impact on society. That said, to write that story would have been a

mammoth task. S0, as a compromise, this history lists ‘the great and the good’ (and occasionally bad), important
events and those people who, through their bravery, dedication or even homophobic malice have shaped our
community into what it is today. It is not intended to be exhaustive, and I'm sure you could list many, many people

who you feel should have been included (and many who shouldn't!).

Andy Stuart
Editor, PCS Proud Magazine
November 2004 - February 2005

If you have any corrections, amendments or ideas for future inclusions, please get in touch:

editor@pcsproud.org.uk
WWW.pcsproud.org.uk
PCS Proud
PO Box 100
SOUTH WEST
M16 7XT

Written and compiled by Andy Stuart for PCS Proud in support of LGBT History Month,
rebruary 2005

While PCS Proud retain the ownership of this document, where appropriate, we believe that information
should be shared amongst all these in the LGBT Community. If you wish to use this document outside of
the realms of PCS Proud, please get in touch and let us know how the information will be used.

POLITZNESS COSTS NOTHING!




NOTES

Wherever possible relevant texts for each entry have heen inserted at the end of an entry. A
of the document includes more general histories and further reading

bibliography at the and e
suggestions - where a person does not have a subsequent reference, readers should be directed to
. . A meig

‘Who's Who in Gay and Lesbian Hi
Rohert Aldrich and Garry Wotherspoon (£C Nhere a particular incident or statistic does not

contain a reference, readers are directed to the bibliography at Appendix 1

Not every person listed in tﬁis booklet is. actually L, G, B or T. There have been many people
throughout history who are do not come into the traditional boundaries of our community, but have

been supportive and brave in their support (and equally, there have been many only too willing to
attack us!)

Unless an event or person highlights one particular part of our community (lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgender) I have used the term ‘homosexual’. This should be viewed with caution as it did not

actually come into existence until 1869, but entries prior to that date maintain its useage.

Countries are listed when they made homosexuality legal. Please treat these incidents with care:
even though the homosexuality may be legal, it does not mean that homosexuals have not been

subject to persecution. Also, although it is le
higher than that for heterosexuals. For a2 guide to the ‘state of play’ with

 consent, please see Appendix 2

gal, the ‘age of consent’ for homosexuals is frequently
regards the age of




620bc

Sappho born
One of the earliest and most respected of Greek Lyrical poets. Although little of her writing survives,

what does displays what many believe to be the first expressions of female love and desire. Hailing
from Lesbos, her links with the island coined the term ‘lesbian’. ‘Lesbian Desire in the Lyrics of Sappho'

— J. MclIntosh Snyder

470bc

Socrates born
Greek Philosopher, the first to subject ethics to philosophical scrutiny. Alleged lover of Alcibiades, a

notorious bisexual philanderer, ‘Greek Homosexuality’ = K J Dover

460DC
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Aristophanes born
Greek dramatist. Usually the writer of bawdy plays, he is credited as being a contnbutor to Plato’s

'Symposium’ which recognises the power of sexual iove and its search for the union with another, be it
of the same sex or the opposite sex. ‘Greak Homasexuality’ — K J Dover

—

450bc

Agathon born
Greek dramatist. Referred to as part of a homosexual couple with Pausamias - his long term lover - by

Aristophanes. ‘Greek Homosexuality’ — K J Dover

356bc

Alexander the Great born

Hellenistic ruler, Ran great milit
Hephaeston and Bagoas as two of his lovers.

‘Psychohistory’ 9, 4

tary campaigns. Ancients also wrote of his love for boys, naming
‘Homosexuals in Greek History' — T Africa, in

Roman General and politician. Despite his prowess in war and his numerous wives and female lovers,
an attempt was made to discredit him by claiming he had a youthful affair with Nicomedes, King of

Favourite of the Roman Emperor Hadrian. Their strong relationship resulted — on the death of Antinous
~ in his deification by Hadrian as well as the establishment of a new city, Antinooplis, in his honour.

Although other contemporary texts looked into the penances for same-sex relations, Damian’s work -
looked at the subject head on - likening same-sex relationships to the

infection of cancer or leprosy, as a crime which destroys the body and soul and which is 3 more serious

=

Julius Caesar born
100bc

Bithymia...some things never change... ‘Julius Caesar’ = M. Grant
Antinous born
‘Beloved and God: the Story of Hadrian and Antinous’ = R Lawbert

| St. Peter Damian born

1007 ‘The Book of Gomorrah' -
¥

offence than bestiality

1284

Edward II born
King of England. While he fought an intractable war with Scotland, he also fought with his own

nobility over his love for another man - Piers Gaveston. So afraid of their relationship and Gaveston's
influence, the nobility were driven to murder Gaveston in 1312, and Edward in 1327. Same -5ex

Unions in Pre-modern Eurcpe’ - J Boswell




Jean II de Bon bomn

King of France. Although married and father to 10 children, the great love of his life was said to be
Charles de la Gerda. Their closeness elicited the fear and jealousy of the French Barons who had de Ia
Gerda stabbed to death in 1354. After the murder, the King's grief was said to be greatly public,

veering from fury to despair. Jean le Bon' - ] Devicsse

1319

Massimi born

Ttalian writer. Published ‘Hecatelegium’ in 1489 — which was s0 frank on the subject of homosexuality
(Massimi even declared and celebrated his love of ‘sodomy”) that he was ostracised by literary
historians. A notorious ‘sodomite’, admitting that when he passed, youths would touch their ear in a
sign meaning ‘poof’ — a sign still in use today. ‘Gay and Lesbian poetry frpm Sappho to Michelangelo’ -

J Wilhelm (ED)

1400

e ——

Leonardo da Vinci born

Ttalian artist and scientist. While a youth he was tried (and freed on & tecnnicality) of sodormismyg one

Jacopo Saltarelli. In later years it was said his relationship with Gian Giacomo Caprotti was rather more
than that of ‘father and son’. ‘Eros di Leonard’ - Fimagelli

1452

Michelangelo born

Italian sculptor, painter, poet and architect. The most important artist of the Italian High Renaissance.
Despite the homoerotic nature of some of his works, there is no clear evidence of Michelangelo’s
homosexuality, or the consummation of sexual longing. It is known, however, that he fell overtly in
love with one nobleman, Tommaso de’ Cavaliert, ‘Michelangelo’ - H Hibbard

|

1475

BRITAIN: Buggery becomes a capital crime (given a mandatory death sentence). Little
distinction is drawn betwesn male-male or male-female acts. These laws also covered the American
colonies and therefore passed into US law on independence.

1530

o

Christopher Marlowe born

English dramatist and poet. While his plays ‘Dido’ and ‘Hero and Leander’ had homosexual subtexts, his
‘Edward II’ laid bare the 16™ century view of homoesexuality for all to see. The tragedy of the tale (see
Edward II for details) left Marlowe open to critics and religious reformers alike. This, coupled with his
alleged spying for the government, led him to be conceived of as a dangerous character, His death in a
pub braw! has left many suspicious of foul play to this day. ‘Sodometries’ — J Goldberg

1564

———

James I/VI born

King of Scotland (as James VI) from 1567 and King of England (James I) from 1603. His love of men
aroused gossip from an early age. Notable partners included Esme Stuart (whom he raised to a
position of power), Francis Stewart Hepburp, Earl of Bothwell (whom James kissed and embraced in
nublic to great scandal) and Alexander Lindsay, Lord Spynie. His longest affair was with George Villiers,
Duke of Buckingham, which began in 1613. 'King James’ - Antonia Fraser

1566

Caravaggio born

Italian painter. His nudes, according to Margaret Walters, ‘(catered) to an openly homosexual
subculture in Rome’, while in his life he had a number of ‘close friendships’ with young men, including
a fellow painter, Mario Minniti. ‘The Male Nude’ - Margaret Walters; ‘Caravaggio’ — M Calvesi |

£ 474




Kristina born
1626 Queen of Sweden. Unusually educated (for a woman of the time) to a high degree, Kristina
steadfastly refused to marry and was known for her cross-dressing ways. The great love of her life

was Ebba Sparre, a beauty of Kristina's court, although she was known to be a lover to many women.

One contemporary wrote of her behaviour ‘In Lyon, she met (2 woman) who greatly pleased her. She
kissed her everywhere...and she even wanted to kiss the tongue in her mouth and sleep with her.’

‘Queen Christina and her Circle’ = S Akerman

BRITAIN
1706 As many as 20 'molly houses’ have grown up in London. Primarily pubs and hostels, these

establishments are frequented by homosexuals to meet others and engage in acts frowned upon by
society. It is known that ‘marriages’ between men also took place. During 1706, a mass purge on

i
these establishments took place by the authorities. ‘Mother Clapp’s Molly House’ - Rictor Norton
Frederick-IIborm
1712 King of Prussia. Established Prussia as a major European power. His homosexuality was an open
secret, even during his reign. Had a long term romance with the French philosopher Voltaire, In 1753
‘The Secret Life of the King of Prussia’ was written, which exposed his homosexuality and his

g numerous male lovers, Frederick neither admitted nor denied the contents of the book. ‘Frederick the
great of Prussia: A homophile perspective’ - S W Henderson

S

GERMANY: Catharina Margaretha Linck executed.

1721 Tried for attempting to pass as a man and for marrying a woman. At her trial confusion reigned as the
death penalty was designed for ‘unnatural acts’ which involved penetration (as the Bible only referred

to male homosexuality). However, evidence suggested that Catharina had penetrated her lover with a

leather penis, and so was sentenced to death. ‘A Lesbian Execution in Germany 1721: the trial records’
B Eriksson

BRITAIN
1726 Another mass raid takes place on the ‘molly houses’ of London Mother Clapp’s Molly House’ — Rictor

Norton

FRANCE
200 men are accused of sodomy. The ‘leader’ of the group is sentenced to death - and burned alive -

while most get between 3 =6 months in jail. Some of the men hold positions within the Church and
are banished.

Gustav III born
King of Sweden. After staging a successful and popular coup d'etat, Gustav brought an era of culture

1746 to his country. However, his known preference for mean and the fears of the aristocracy resulted in his
assassination. Many writers, including his own sister-in-law, claimed that ‘through his own exalted

example’, he had helped spread in Sweden ' this vice of men slesping with men, which hitherto had

been almost unknown here.’

- Jeremy Bentham born
1748 British philosopher and legal reformer. Although not homosexual, Bentham was responsible for
| possibly the earliest scholarly essay on homosexuality to exist in the English language. His work on the

subject refuted dominant Christian dogma, stating that ‘pederasty’ gives obvious pleasure and causes

no obvious harm, while adding that, despite claims to the contrary, homosexual relations are * natural

e o p—

but not necessary’ (in terms of reproduction) with same-sex relations, natural and necessary (for
ranroductinn)




Rancom't born

=rench actress. The most notorious lesbian of her day, she was a sensation of the French stage, taking
opera singer Sophie Arnould as her lover and, allegedly, marrying her. Her life remained subject to
gossip, with pamphlets using her as a defence for lesbianism. Other rumours linked her to the
Anandryne Sect, an imaginary association of man-hating lesbians. Whilst imprisoned during the reign
of terror for her royalist beliefs, she met the last love of her life, Henriette Simonnot-Ponty.
On her death, the church refused to bury her because of the dubious view taken of stage actors.
However a furious mob broke down the church doors and triumphantly carried in her coffin.

‘Homosexuality in Modern France’ - J Merrick & B T Ragan (Eds)

1756
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R —— e G

BRITAIN: Captain Robert Jones tried for soddmy at the Old Bailey.

An ice-skater, Jones was the man most responsible for popularising the sport in Britain. However, in
1772 he was tried for sodomy upon one Francis Henry Hay. He was sentenced to death, but on the
day of execution this was reducad to imprisonment, with a pardon granted by George III @ montn

1770

later, on the condition that he go into exile.

S e s SRS me S S

FRANCE: Homosexuality is legalised.

1791

GERMANY: The Prussian directive that ‘unnatural acts’ be punished by burning at the
stake is replaced by a more basic death penalty - usually beheading

1794

BRITAIN:

Crime figures at this time are patchy. However, figures for London and Middlesex reveal the extent to
which ‘sodomites’ were pursued and punished. From 1750 - 1804, there was, on average, 1 execution
per decade for all crimes. However, figures for 1804 show that from 1804 onwards, executions for

sodomy were, on average, 1 annually.

1804

Alfred Tennyson born

British poet. While at college he befriended one Arthur Hallam and the two became inseparable. On
Hallam’s sudden death in 1833, Tennyson went into 20 years of mourning and melancholia, during
which he completed the poem ‘In Memoriam’ which elevated him to Poet Laureate, primarily because
Queen Victoria saw in the poem the exact feelings she felt at the lost of her beloved Prince Albert.

=ven on his death bed, Tennyson would proclaim Hallam as the greatest love of his life, a love ‘which

surpassed the love of women’ "Tennyson: the Unquiet Heart’ = R B Martin

NETHERLANDS: Homosexuality is iegalised

1809




1810

BRITAIN:
There are 29 convictions in England and Wales for ‘assault with intent to commit sodomy and other

unnatural misdemeanours.’ Of these, 80% of the convicts are executed, 2 much higher execution rate
than for most other crimes

BRITAIN: e
There are 22 convictions in England and Wales for ‘assault with intent to commit sodomy and other

unnatural misdemeanours.’

—a—— — S

Walt Whitman born
American poet Known pnmanly for hlS collec:tnon of poems, ‘Leaves of Grass’, which contains the

~moeroti ‘Calamt 4 o LJETULU e TIOITIDIE crime ﬂOt
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his feelings into poetry. Whitman also had an important effect on the next generation: Oscar Wilde met
Whitman and said that there is no other American whom he ‘(loved) and honoured so much” .
Walt Whitman: A Gay Life’ = Gary Schimdgall

L ——

1830

Emily Dickinson born
American Poet. Hailed as one of the greatest female poets, Dickinson had an intense relationship with

Susan Gilbert Dickinson, her eventual sister-in-law. Although the true nature of their relationship
remains hidden, the passion which their letters display and the inspiration Susan provided to the poet
show an intense love existed. ' The Passion of Emily Dickinson’ - J Farr

1833

BRITAIN: The unclaimed body of a woman, Eliza Edward, is discovered in London.
Subjected to a postmortem, examiners discover that the physicality is that of a 24 year old

male

1835

BRITAIN:
From 1805 - 1835 there were a total of 1,520 executaons For every 8 executions for murder there is

one for 'sodomy’ or ‘unnatural m:sdemeanours

1837

GERMANY: The mandatory death sentence for ‘unnatural acts’ (namely sodomy) is
refaxed to imprisonment,




Captain Moonlite (Andrew George Scott) born
8orn in Ireland, Scott led an eventful life (army, church) before becoming an outiaw in Australia - 1837
quickly gaining & similar reputation in folk law as Robin Hood. Taking the name Captain Moolite, Scott
quickly gathered a band of thieves together and became especially close to one James Nesbit. Nesbit A n iy
was to die in a shoot-out after which Scott was imprisoned. While there he wrote letters which
declared his undying love for Nesbit in terms which were extravagant and uncompromising ‘Captain

Moonlite: Bushranger’ = G Calderwood

e

Henry James born

American writer. Hailed as one of the greatest of American novelists, there was little speculation about 1843
his sexuality during his lifetime. However, more recent evidence has been uncovered, showing his
close relationship with Hendrick Andersen, to whom he wrote ‘I hold you close, I feel, my dear boy,
my arms around you.” Upon Andersen’s death James wrote to Andersen’s brother: ‘..lean on me as a

hrother and a lover.’ ‘Henry James: 3 Life’ — L Edel

p——

Freidrich Nietzsche born

German philosopher. Discovered his homosexuality in his youtn and nhad numerous relatonships, I’Szt,ﬂ,
including Erwin Rohde at university and, in his later life, Paul Lee with whom Nietzsche lived in Italy |
and Switzerland. On his death bed, his homophobic sister destroyed many of his private writings and

papers while censoring other texts. ‘Freidrich Nietzsche’ - V Gerhardt

Edward Carpenter born

British writer and social reformer. Influenced by Walt Whitman, Carpenter wrote poetic utopian
visions and socialist tracts. His life long partner was one George Merrill. Millthorpe, where the two set
up home, became a haven for radicals and gay men alike. His book ‘Homogenic Love’ (1894) was the
first openly published defence of homosexuality by 2 homosexual in England. Other writings on the
subject followed, despite the dangers for gay men following the trial of Oscar Wilde. In 1913 he was
amongst a group who founded the British Society for the Study of Sex-Psychology, a forum for the
positive discussion of homosexuality ‘Edward Carpenter: Prophet of Human-Fellowship’ — C Tsuzuki

GERMANY: Legislation is amended to make only men punishable for ‘unnatural acts’, the
implication being that women are incapable of homosexual acts. 185 ; 8

Oscar Wilde born

rish writer. Possibly the first ‘modern’ celebrity in Britain, Wilde's plays and novels enchanted and 1854

scandalised as much as he entertained polite society. He adored his wife and children while also
enjoying various affairs with men - which was ultimately to lead to his downfall in a trial which would
cast its long shadow over British gay men for almost the whole of the next century. See 1895: The

trial of Oscar Wilde. ‘Oscar Wilde’ — Richard Ellman

Friedrich Krupp born

German Businessman. Head of his family’s steel and armaments firm — one of the biggest in the
world. Spent much time on Capri - then a haven for lesbians and gay men - and enjoyed numerous
relationships with men. A schoolmaster discovered such activities and passed the details to a
newspaper which blackmailed him with the threat of publication. Krupp refused to give in and the
article was published. Many left wing newspapers (including the German Socialist Party's paper)
weighed in and wrote about the corruption of youth by the German industrialist. Krupp sued for libal,
shortly before his unexpected death from a heart condition. 'The Seduction of the Mediterranean:

writing . art and homosexual fantasy; — R Aldrich
g,




| Thomas Mann born.
1855 German writer - perhaps the greatest of the twentieth century. After experiencing youthful

infatuations with other boys, he passed into adulthood and had numerous affairs with men. However,
these frequently were unsatisfactory to Mann, who often loved from afar. This psychological issue is

- —
best summed up by his novel ‘Death in Venice' about a dying author's infatuation with a beautiful

youth. His posthumously published diaries give us an intriguing insight into Mann’s character. Mann
was married and clearly loved his wife. Interestingly, of their six children the three eldest were

homosexual. ' Thomas Mann: Eros & Literature’ — A Heilbut

C P Cavafy born
1858 Greek poet. The foremost gay poet in modern European literature. Critics have often praised the

unique way Cavafy’s work evokes the precariousness, sense of isolation and loss which can haunt
those who are not central to a society’s power structure. Influence on z great many people, including

£.M. Forster and David Hockney. ‘C P Cavafy: A Critical Biography' - R Liddell

T

Dame Ethel Smyth bom

1859 British—whiter—composer—and-feminist.From & young age Smyth rebelied against social constrictions
ain class, to become a prominent composer. Although she

4
which forbade a career for women of a cer
Brewster, Smyth often wore male attire and frequently fell

Al had a longstanding relationship with Henry
for beautiful women. One such was Virginia Woolf. She composed the feminist anthem ‘March of

the Women' ‘Ethel Smyth: A Biography’ - C. St. John

BRITAIN: Charles John Vaughan forced to resign as Head of Harrow school.
Ordained into the Church of England, Vaughan took over as head of Harrow school. In 1858 a boy at

the school revealed that he was having an affair with Vaughan and had letters to prove it. A parent at
the school threatened to make the news public unless Vaughan resigned and agreed never to accept
an ecclesiastical position. Vaughan resigned in 1859, claiming that after 15 years service, he could

offer nothing new to the school.

——

Havelock Ellis born
1861 British sexologist and writer. Published ‘Sexual Inversion’ in 1897 but all copies were instantly bought

up by his embarrassed family. Later editions omitted his name but were convicted under obscenity
laws and not published in again in Britain until 1936. Although not homosexual, Ellis’ work contained a

sympathetic tone which basically said that, despite the level of social hostility levelied against them,
homosexuals were not mentally ill or neurotic and could lead normal, productive and satisfactory lives.
The works also contained detailed case studies which enabled many who read the book to gain an

understanding and acceptance of their sexuality. ‘My Life’ = Havelock Ellis

A. E. Housman born
British poet and scholar, best known for his collection ‘A Shropshire Lad'. Met and fell in love with a

young man while at Oxford, He later travelled Europe indulging the passions which Britain forbade. His
brother, Laurence, was an early homosexual rights activist. 'A E Housman: The Scholar-Poet’ — R

Graves

- — S

BRITAIN: The Offences Against the Persons Act is amended to remove the death
1863 sentence for buggery (which hadn’t been used since the 1830s). The penalty became

imprisonment from 10 years to life.




Nongoloza Mathebula born

South African gang leader. Lead the Regiment of the Hills (or, the ‘Ninevites”) around Johannesburg in 1 867
the 1890s. He issued a decree which stated that gang members were forbidden from physical contact

with women. Many members therefore took ‘boy-wives’ from among their ranks. This system extended '
=s far as the prison system and to this day the 28 Gang' model themselves on the Ninevites.
‘Nongolaza’ is still in existence as siang for ‘sodomite’ “The Small Matter of 2 Horse: the tale of

‘Nongoloza' Mathebutz, 1867 - 1948’ — C Van Onselen Ll

AUSTRIA/HUNGARY: Karoly Maria Kertbeny invents the term ‘homosexual’
When writing to the sexologist Karl Ulrichs, Kertbeny Lced the term *homosexual’ when describing his 1869
helief that such people should be free from state intervention and as such their behaviour should be

de-criminalised. Prior to this such tarms as ‘similisexual’, urning’, ‘uranian’ and ‘homophile’ were

commonly used.

———mm— Ay <

Marcei Proust born

Francwriter—Most-famous—fer—the—epic ‘Remembrance of Things Past’, in which homosexuality is 1810
1 1=

writtanabout as a society peculiar to those excluded from it (and in this respect Proust makes explicit
F3Irs, but nis 1

comparisons between gays and Jews in western society). Proust had numerous gay a
health and reticence to make himself public meant that it was his contemporary Andre Gide who

became the emblem of French homosexuality. ‘Proust: a Biography’ = R Hayman

BRITAIN: Ernest Boulton and william Park arrested in London

Otherwise known as Mrs Stella Graham and Miss Fanny Winnifred Park, the two men were arrested in
April 1870 for dressing as women while attending the Strand Theatre. They were subjected to an
illegal medical examination and on the recommendations of the doctor, were subsequently charged
with sodomy. However, when it was discovered that the ‘evidence’ would not stand up in court, the
charge was amended to ‘conspiracy to commit a felony’ (sodomy)

A police search of their homes brought arrest for numerous others including Lord Arthur Pelnam
Clinton, MP.. The subsequent trial caused a sensation and Is, perhaps the first time that the
‘homosexual subculture’ came into popular knowledge and also showed that homosexuality was a

extensive, flourishing sub-culture which embraced all classes and roles in society.

GERMANY: Sodomy (Anal intércourse) is made illegal.

1871

Serge Diaghilev born

Russian impresario. His influence on Western art in the twentieth century cannot be underestimated. 1872
Amongst the talent he championed were Nijinski, Stravinsky, Ravel, Satie, Prokifiev, Picasso, Matisse,
" and Cocteau. Others who sought his advice were Cole Porter and Kurt Weill. Like many gay men of his
time, his affairs — apart from a 14 year relationship with Dmitri Filosofov - were rarely successful,

probably because of the fear of his homosexuality becoming public. ‘Diaghilev’ = R Buckle

Willa Cather born

American writar. Despite her cultivated image as a célibate, Cather had affairs with women, notably 1873

Tsabelle McClung, Louise Pound and Edith Lewis. As was commonplace at the time, these relationships
were hidden under the mask of being \sisterly friendships’. Her works - such as 'O Pioneers!’ — usually
looked at the experience of settlers in the great American wilderness. However, one famous short
story, ‘Paul’s Case’, describes the scapegoating of a feminine high scheol boy and his subsequent
flight to New York. ‘The World of Willa Cather’ — M R Bennett




1874

Romaine Brooks born
American painter. Her works frequently gave a glimpse into early twentieth lesbian life, with sitters

including Una Troubridge (lover of Radcliffe Hall). She was also close to Natalie Barney whose life
interiocked with the art avant garde, including Marcel Proust, Andre Gide and Colette. ‘Romaine

Brooks: Thief of Souls’ = A Breestein

Adolf Brand born
German activist and publisher. Published the first homosexual journal, * Der Eigene’, in 1899 and

faced numerous prosecutions for publishing ‘immoral’ material. He believed that the disclosure of
homosexual relationships amongst high ranking men would bring about the abolition of the legal ban
on homosexuality. In pursuing this, Brand wrote a pamphlet accusing the German Chancellor of
homosexual relations. The Chancelior sued and Brand was sentenced to 18 months in jail. Although 2
well known homosexual, Brand was not arrested under Hitler's rule. ‘Homosexuality & Male Bonding

in pre-Nazi Germany’ = H Oosterhuis & H Kennedy '

Gartrude Stein born
American writer. Pioneer of the ‘modernist’ style of writing. With her partner of 40 years, Alice B.

Toklas, Stein reigned over a literary and art ‘salon’ in Paris, championing the likes of Picasso. She

wrote an openly leshian novel eary in-hercaresr—O0-F B +953—b0 was only published arter ner

I

death. ‘Gertrude and Alice’ - Diana Souhami

TR e

E.M. Forster born
British writer, Famous for ' A Room with a View’' amongst others. Forster also wrote the homosexual

love story ‘Maurice’, although this was only published, at his request, upon his death. His persona
forbade the public expression of his homosexuality. E M Forster: a biography’ - N Beauman

1881

BRITAIN: 'Sins of the Cities of the Plain’ published in London.
Purporting to be the autobiography of ‘Jack Saul’, this book gave vivid and detailed insights into the

world of the ‘mary-anne’ or male prostitute.,

1382

Virginia Woolf born

British writer, Foremost writer in the ‘modernist’ cannon, Woolf's work encompassed the novel (‘To
the Lighthouse”) and polemic ('A Room of One's own’). Although married to Leonard Woolf, whom she
loved deeply, Woolf also had attractions to other women, notably Vita Sackville-West, with whom it is
believed she had an affair. Her novel ‘Orlando’ (written for Sackville-West) is probably the first English
novel to deal with a transgender character, albeit in a lyrical and romantic fashion. The Diaries of

Virginia Woolf (5 Vols); ‘Virginia Woolf’ = Hermione Lee

1884

Anna Vock born |
Swiss journalist. Collaborated on the homosexual emancipationist magazine ‘Freundschafts-Banner’ in

1932. When publication ended, it resurfaced in later years with Vock as publisher and editor. The
magazine eventually became ‘Der Kries’ in 1943 and became one of the most influential and respected

gay journals. Frequently attacked by the press (who published her address) she carried on with
pioneering determination.

Eleanor Roosevelt born.
Humanitarian reformer, diplomat and writer. Possibly one of the most influential figures of the

twentieth century, Roosevelt stood up for the disadvantaged in America, including African-Americans,

youth and the poor. Her most famous action was to resign from the ‘Daughters of the American

Revolution” group when they refused to allow African-American singer Marian Anderson to perform.

Her marriage to President Roosevelt became increasingly intellectual and Eleaner surrounded herself
with a circle of women, many of whom were lesbian. Of these, she had an intense relatiomship with
Lorena Hickok. Elected to the United Nations, Rocsevelt was chair of the group who produced the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. ‘Eleanor Rooseveit’ — B Wiesen Cook




_ BRITAIN:'Labouchere’ Amendment made to the Criminal Law Amendment Act.
Makes all male homosexual acts (‘acts of gross indecency”) illegal, punishable by up to 2 years hard

“1abour. Possibly the most important piece of legisiation to affect homosexual men as, for the first
time, homosexuals were specifically legislated against in law, rather than earlier legislation which
merely made certain acts (primarily buggery) illegal. Although such laws were used to target gay
men, now the law recognised the homosexual as an entity and one to be feared and punished.
Became know as ‘The Blackmailer's Charter’ [ ] Sir Richard Burton undertakes investigations
into homosexuality., A renowned explorer and writer, in 1845 Burton investigated brothels in
Karachi, making copious and detailed notes on gay brothels. Although not homosexual, in 1845, he
produced his theory of the ‘Sotadic Zone', wherein he described ‘le vice’ (as he termed
homasexuality) as ‘geographical and climatic, not racial’, with the Sotadic Zone the primary container
for homosexuality — this ‘zone’ covered the Mediterranean, the Middle East, Far East, and indigenous

American cultures. His theories did not catch on.

1885

Ruth F. Benedict born

American scholar. A noted anthropologist, Benedict became eminent in her field and surrounded
herself with a circle of women, including Margaret Mead, with whom she had a long affair. ‘Ruth

Benedict’ = J S Modell
Ernst Rohm born

German Nazi Leader. Initially a close confidant of Hitler, Rohm eventually fell out with the leader and
was assassinated in the ‘Night of the Long Knives’. His homosexuality was well known in Nazi circles
and he used his position to promote fellow homosexuals to positions of power = helping create the
myth that Nazism had its roots in homosexuality. Rohm apparently knew his position was a strange
one — other high officials within the party were vehemently homophobic, and in @ measure to bolster
his position, Rohm adopted a fiercely ‘macho role. While Hitler tolerated his homosexuality, he did so
only as long a Rohm posed no threat. Once Rohm’s opposition to certain policies became clear,
Rohm's position as a ‘protected’ homasexual (when thousands of other were beaten, murdered or put
into concentration camps) was untenable to the Fuhrer, who acted swiftly and savagely. 'The Night of

the Long Knives’ — M Gallo |

T.E. Lawrence born

British military figure and writer. Worked for British intelligence in Mesopotamia to advance British
war aims. He spurred on the dubious Arab revolt against the Turks. His bestselling autobiography,
“The Seven Pillars of Wisdom’ was written in 1918 to great acclaim and completed his myth. The
complete version only published sfter his death. Lawrence spurned sexual contact and admitted he
had no sexual attraction to women, His closest relationship was with a handsome Arab named
Dahoun, whom Lawrence brought to Britain. It is suggested that ' Wisdom’ is dedicated to
Dahoun. One startling section of his book also described his torture at the hands of the Turks, who
beat him and, although not expiicit, raped him. On this, Lawrence comments that he felt ' a
delicious warmth, probably sexual.’ ‘Lawrence: the Uncrowned King of Arabia’ — M Asner

Vaslav Nijinsky born

Russian dancer and choreographer. As a young man he rose meteorically to the top of the ballet
professions but always displayed unconventional behaviour. His male lovers were numerous,
including the impresario Serge Diaghilev. Under Diaghilev, Nijinksy came to the West and guickly
eclipsed all other male dancers. Moving into choreography, Nijinsky was equally as successful,

creating scandalous, experimental and idiosyncratic works. Nijinsky's last appearance was to make
a mystical anti-war statement in 1919. Thereafter he fell prone to schizophrenia and delusion,

‘Nijinsky’ — R Buckle

1883




BRITAIN: The ‘Cleveland Street Scandal’.
1889 During & robbery enquiry at a London Paost Office, a telegraph boy was found to have more money
| than could have been honesty acquired. On guestioning, it was revealed that he obtained the

money by working in a certain house in Cleveland street, which was quickly revealed to be a male

brothel. High ranking names were implicated in the enquiry, including the Earl of Euston, the Earl
of Galloway and Lord Arthur Somerset. Rumours were also circulating at the time that another
regular visitor to Cleveland Street was Edward, Prince of Wales. Although two men were convicted
to 4 months imprisonment for attempting to conceal the ‘crime’ — one George Veck and one Henry
Newlove - the ‘nobility’ were either found not guilty or inadvertently allowed to skip the country.,
Indeed, Labouchere, author of the ‘Blackmailer's Charter’, brought up the issue in the House of
Commons, even claiming that the Prime Minister had had the affair covered up.

ITALY: Homosexuality is Iegalised

Jean Cocteau born
Working at the height of post-impressionism and

French writer, painter and film maker.
modernism, Cocteau was surrounded by a large group of homosexual artists_and-as-such-helped—

make’the homosexual much more visible within society. He had many male lovers, including Jean
™Marals; the most handsome actor of the era, which lasted 20 years. His work was also filled with

homoerotic imagery and desire. ‘Cocteau’ - F Steegmuller

Ludwig Wittgenstein born
Austrian-British philosopher. Having studied asrodynamics in Manchester and given distinguished

service during WW1, Wittgenstein began to study philosophy, producing ‘Tractatus Logico-
Philosophicus’ in 1922. Looking at the nature and understanding of language, the work quickly
became regarded as a profound significant in the field. Later Wittgenstein worked in elementary
education before returning to academia. His sexuality has long been investigated, with some
stating he had wild affairs with “rough young men.’. What is known , however, is that in his life he
had four main ‘companions’, Frank Ramsey, a young philosopher, David Pinsent, Francis Skinner
and Ben Richards, who remained with Wittgenstein until his death in 1951. ‘Ludwig Wittgenstein;

The Duty of Genius’ — R Monk

—— e

Djuna Barnes born

189 2 American-French writer. Barnes saw herself as a work of art and dedicated herself to a life of
reJecting conventions and norms — her writing, she believed, was simply a result of the life she

lead. In 1900, her lesbianism became clear when she published ‘Quelques portraits, sonnets de

o femmes.’, which caused her father to buy up all copies. She had numerous affairs with women. In
France, Barney set up her salon, playing host to many notable gay. men and lesbians of the art
world including Proust, Colette, Andre Gide and many aristocratic lesbians. The salon was created
as a specifically women's space and focussed on all-female entertainments and the presentation of
the works of women writers, something which Barney pushed further with the foundation of the
‘Academie des Femmes', She believed that heterosex was a violation of women'’s wholeness, while
lesbianism maintained purity and sensuality. She saw reproduction as a sap for women'’s creativity.
Her "Thoughts of a Amazon’ and ‘More thoughts of an Amazon’ fully expound these ideas. ‘Women

of the Left Bank’ — S Bernstock

Janet Flanner born
American journalist. Finding married life not to her liking Flanner, a junior journalist, found love

with Solita Solano who remained a major love of her life. She wrote the ‘Letter from Paris’ for the
New Yorker, to great acclaim. At the same time she began work on ‘The Cubical City’, about sexual
freedom, which was greeted with mixed reviews. She became known for her perceptive pieces on
cultural, political and economical developments. Although she preferred an understated expression
of sexuality, she maintained close relationships with lesbians both in America and Europe. "The Gay

and Lesbian Literary Heritage' - Claude Summers (Ed)

Vita Sackville-West born
British writer and gardener. Born into one of England’s oldest aristocratic families, Sackvilie-West

married Harold Nicholson and ‘their marriage blossomed, despite the fact that she was
predominantly lesbian and he gay. Both enjoyed numerous sexual conguests, in Vita'’s case with
Violet Trefusis and Virginia Woolf. Har affair with Trefusis caused scandal in polite society.
However, these ‘highprofile’ affairs do tend to overshadow Sackville-West's huge literary output
and the influential work which eventually became the gardens at Knole, har home. 'Vita’ — Victoria

Glendinning




Wilfred Owen born

British poet. Began writing poetry before enlisting for the First World War. Suffering from
shellshock, Owen was sent to Criaglockhart War Hospital in Scotland where he met fellow gay
noet Siegfried Sassoon. On returning to the Front, Owen was killed in action. His work was
nublished afterwards - and became known as some of the best war poetry ever produced. Poems
included ‘Dulce et Decorum est’ and "Strange Meeting’, with its homoerotic undertones. ‘Wilfred

Owen’ — ] Stallworthy

Ivor Novello born

British actor, dramatist and composer. Generally known amongst theatre folk as ‘not the marrying
kind’, Novelio had many gay lovers and his own circle referred to his work ‘The Dancing Years' as

‘The Prancing Queers’. He worked in Hollywood (at MGM) and produced and wrote and appeared

in 15 plays. He became know for producing lavish stage musicals, but his major success was the
song 'Keep the Home Fires Burning.” "Ivor Novelio’ = J Harding

1893

et

BRITAIN: The Trial of Oscar Wilde.

By 1895 Wilde had tallen head over heals for the younger Lord Alfred Douglas. Dougtas father,

1895

the Marquis of QUEEnsDerTy, ioamwmmwwm?ﬂd‘thﬁ’gem—aw—of—éecadeﬁef

which surrounded the notorious celebrity — so much so that he left a card at Wilde's club accusing
him of posing as a sodomite, Wilde sued him for libel , but Queensberry supplied the court with
<o much evidence that Wilde's defence could only argue that his client was not 2 sodomite but
he might seem to have posed as one. Queensberry was acquitted of libel while Wilde and Alfred
Taylor were arrested and charged with indecency and sodomy. Wilde was eventually sentenced to
two years hard labour. Inevitably, for one so wrapped up in his own celebrity, the trial caused
outrage and scandal and Wilde, on release from prison, was 2 broken man, ending his days in
exile. Although Wilde denied his homosexuality during the trial, this was only fitting with the times
in which he lived. The trial itself brought out class divisions, with the Times stating that he
belonged to a class of people whom it was difficult to believe could commit such acts. W.H.
Stead, editor of the ‘Review of the Reviews' stated that ‘if all persons guilty of Oscar Wilde's
offences were to be clapped into gaol, there<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>