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PAVING MORATORIUM UPDATE
and AUTO-FREE TIMES is published
by the Alliance for a Paving Morato-
rium—in the vanguard of the environ-
mental movement.

The Alliance for a Paving Moratorium is a
project of the Fossil Fuels Policy Action In-
stitute, a nonprofit California corporation cer-
tified by the Internal Revenue Service as a
tax-deductible public charity. Names and ad-
dresses of other member organizations of the
Alliance and the Road-Fighting Network ap-
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Update
and Auto-Free Times

Publisher Jan C. Lundberg ‘
Editors Jan C. Lundberg, Randy Ghent, Lorin Lindner
Production Randy Ghent, Michael Kunz, Adam Klyce, Doug Smith Thanks to Citizens for
Social Responsibility and Bruce Hicks
Central Oflice: "
Jan C. Lundberg, Randy Ghent: PO Box 4347, Arcata, California, Ecotopia 9552 1 USA (707) -
826-7775; fax (707) 822-7007
Local Chapter Coordinator:
Robert F. Mueller, Ph.D., Route 1 Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 USA (703) 885-6983
South American Oflice:
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O-IT-YOURSELF EPAVING
Amost 4,000 resi-

dents in south
Berkeley, Calif. are go-
ing to benefit from the
vision of a neighbor-
hood association and
their hometowndepav-
ing» guru. —

. Eliminating doz-

‘I

I

pear in APM’s Resource Guide, available free
to member groups and individual members.
Send address changes, letters to the editors,
article submissions (with stamped, self-ad-
dressed envelope if article needs returning)
and other materials for publication to Paving
Moratorium Update/Auto-Free Times, P.O.
Box 4347, Arcata, Califomia, Ecotopia, 95521
USA. Phone (707) 826-7775; fax (707) 822-

Advisers:
Raul H. Riutor, PO Box 1394, Correo Central, 1000 Buenos Aires, Argentina

Virginia Abernethy, Population and Environment
David Brower, Earth Island Institute
Andy Clarke, Bicyclist Advisor
David Cundiil, MD, Health Care Author
Alexander King, Club of Rome
Catherine Leach, Public Relations
Stephanie Mills, Author
Robert Montague, Preservation Law
Dom Nozzi, Senior Planner, City of Gainsuille, Florida

7007 Richard Register, Ecoclty Advtsor
Raul H. Riutor, South American Contact

Cover photos: by Richard Register. In garden
shot (right), taken in April ‘94 five months after
depaving (left), are Register, Susan Felix, Di-
rector of UA Housing (site of photos) and
Carolyn North.

Fossil Fuels Policy Action 's 1994 member-
ship meeting will be held in Arcata on August
28th. Give us a call.
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Stacy Shull, Student Environmental Action Coalition

Art: Randy Ghent, Andy Singer, Bill Van Doren
Paste up: Michael Kunz
Road-fighting and Alliance member organizations are welcome to place notices for events
and networking purposes in the next Update. Call for further information.

- APM member groups are welcome to place ads in future issues of the Update. Call our
central office for rates and deadlines.

Copyright © 1994 USA by Fossil Fuels Policy Action Institute.
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ens of parking places
in needlessly wide Hal-
cyon Court (right) will
enable a park (below)
to be created. Using
residents’ own labor
and donated services
and materials, the total
cost may be $40,000
for the first stage and
$80-100,000 to com-
plete.

Richard Register,
the Depaving King,
a.k.a. Mr. Eco-city,
brought the Update the good news of this
latest effort to begin evening the score
with the car and its friends, the oil and
paving interests. Richard’s own story starts
on page 30.

Although cars will
still be allowed on the
street, by the artist’s
rendition cars aren’t
part of the real future.
The 200-feet by 40-
feet park project is
guided by the Halcyon
Neighborhood Asso-
ciation. ‘Its newsletter
covers community
happenings and ex-
plains how and why
these neighbors are
changing their lives
and helping the em-
battled environment.

“Rather than mov-
ings to Oregon to get
away from the urban
issues-of this area, we
can increase the qual-
ity of life right here.
Trees and greenery can

Now: Halcyon Court, Berkeley, as ofMay I994. Photo by Susan E. Hunter

ugly parking lot,” wrote the Halcyon Com-
mons Planning Committee. artificial, suffocating skin of asphalt!

The Update commissioned the photo A
I and drawing, and now it’s up to you to - Jan Lundberg, Editor andPublisher
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Thefuture ofHalcyon Court. Drawing by John Thelen-Steere, May 1994. A

bring beauty to an area that is currently an seek out kindred spirits in your commu-
nity to remove some of the Earth's recent
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THE GooD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY
Dear Road Fighting Reader, V

Heartening developments for the pav-
ing moratorium movement have happened
in recent months.

The best news comes from Britain:
there the anti-road movement is in full
swing. Learn about the Alliance Against
Road Building (ALARM UK) on page
29.

Back on the home front, we have
survived an exercise in corporate politics
that cost APM’s nonprofit sponsor, Fossil
Fuels‘ Policy Action, much time and
money. And, once again, tight funding
holds back our effectiveness. When we
don’t publish or hound the news media,
your car-bashing and asphalt-busting
voice, Paving Moratorium Update/Auto-
Free Times, is silenced. 0

Ifyou can help financially, we can do
a second print run of this issue and reach
our usual audience of 15,000. As we
keep active and develop “dynamite” road
campaigns, we vitalize and shape the en-
vironmental movement. There are good
road fighters and alternative transporta-
tion advocates out there who don’t use the
APM banner, but there is no other unify-
ing voice in the U.S. We’ve all got to get
the U.S. to the stage Britain’s movement
has reached.

Subscriptions and donations keep us
afloat; we’re not candidates for funding
from the big foundations (yet). We don’t
knock on every single door we should,
but we are not trying to attract every
funder. The American Gas Association
in 1989 approached Fossil Fuels Policy
Action (FFPA) to provide a major grant,
as it has done for environmental groups
addressing energy policy. We rejected it.
(My old petroleum-industry contact there
responded, “Are you on acid?”) Although
natural gas is a lesser evil than other fossil
fuels, there is no vision in promoting gas
if it is not the answer to energy pollution
or to transportation dilemmas. 0

We have $2,000 to put out a maga-
zine that last time cost $6,000. We are not
now fimded for paychecks, phones, rent,

etc. We’ll hold our breath while beating
the bushes; funders usually come through
eventually. But we need support soon.
Without a flagship publication, we risk
having to shut down and shift under-
ground. Then any visible, funded leaders
might be only the co-opted kind.

Please reward us for opting to fight
onward with expanding vision. The sud-
den management struggle earlier this year
nearly resulted in an FFPA/APM that, I
felt, would overemphasize the bottom-line.
These pages could have become very
policy-oriented without our traditional big-
picture analysis. The criticism of “clean
cars”--the techno-fix—and of corrupt,
compromising politicians might have be-
come muted to please mainstream foun-
dations. 0 W  

Our purpose is not to seek immediate
mainstream acceptance if it means nar-
rowing our vision. Better a smaller APM
that keeps telling it like it is for the time
when society’s direction toward roads and
pavement really turns around.

You are owed an explanation of re-
cent events that delayed our publishing
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and which reshaped our staff and Board
of Directors. We had six weeks of tur-
moil after our Road-Fighting Strategy Ses-
sion of February 9-ll in Sonoma County,
California. (See pg. l2 story on session.)
Some wanted a new regime and a closure
of our APM’s central office in Arcata.
Some confusion was originally generated
by hard financial times, but there were
other factors, as exist in contests that
plague nonprofit groups as well as for-
profit corporations. '

For a while it seemed I had to choose
between being unwillingly cut way back
in responsibility or leaving FFPA unhap-
pily. But the Board renewed its confi-
dence in the staff, clearly delineating our
duties. I’m glad to say that you are again
holding in your hand a magazine that re-
flects the founding vision and philosophy
of the paving moratorium movement.
Unfortunately, although all the FFPA play-
ers resolved all issues, afterwards some
people resigned for various reasons.

It isn’t easy to replace competent
people quickly. One reason for an anticli-

Continued on page 6
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San Francisco ’s Critical Mass Bike Ride, mother ofall critical mass bike rides. They have spread
even to such small towns as Arcata. Riders exult in blocking trafiic and not sucking exhaust.

 -I\-z-I-——-

i

Summer '94 Paving Moratorium Update and Auto-Free Times Page 5

Editorial  

THE RED ROAD  
he paving moratorium movement
has grown such that several publi-
cations now feature road-fighting.

Examples are Transportation Update, pub-
lished by the Environmental Exchange, in
Washington, DC, No Sweat News, pub-
lished by The Atmosphere Alliance in
Olympia, Washington, and Earth Island
Journal. We know we will see more of
this, as roads and pavement have to be
targeted if there is ever to be a healthy
planet and economic survival. But car-
bashing, i.e., opposing “clean cars” as well
as intemal combustion vehicles, is not en-
joying as much respect. We will perse-
vere on this, and promote depaving too.

But the message to date may not be
enough to spearhead a Conservation Revo-
lution and bring about ecodemocracy:
Imagine no more new or widened roads,
paved or unpaved. Great. This may cause
a reverse-development pattern whereby cit-
ies are made auto-free and depaved. Ex-
cellent. But what if there is still no ethic
toward technology in general, such that
consumer techno-boxes (requiring electric-
ity and extraction of metals and petro-
leum) are still produced by the billions?
What if the sky is swarming with helicop-
ters pulling out the last trees? A,

Beyond debating appropriate technol-
ogy and questioning transportation itself,
let us also look to our solid roots as hu-
mans of lasting cultures. The real sustain-
able model is indigenous traditional
peoples. Not only did people live close to
nature for millennia and achieve. human
refinements (civilizations), the Native
Americans’ social justice systems taught
the world much about equality and fi'ee-
dom. There were atrocious practices, but
they did not threaten the race or the planet.
Compared to the abundance of their
healthy, natural environment, we are pau-
pers. And while we’re terribly restricted
by our ntunbers and our property-based
society, we’re brainwashed to call it all
“progress,” as if high-tech supersedes na-
l?l.lI‘6. t

It is the model of the New World
traditional peoples and cultures that we
will be exploring and advocating, to pro-

vide the most clear and most realistic blue-

rium was envisioned as a movement for
peace instead of oil wars, sensible transit
instead of freeways, ecocities instead of
urban/suburban wastelands, wildemess
protection instead of exploitation of na-
ture, and revolutionary organizing instead
of political sellout. There is no techno-

Prim for the Chang‘: in Social)’ we es ;--iiglogicalfix for our energy-supply dilemma
We have imireased 9*" contacts for the plague of motor vehicles. We
native-Peoples t@tiviStS- We tall 0 Shirk eom p<>iming out the hard race.
to contribute writing and art, to atthe U.S. is already overpopu-

. - . . .offer a clear altematlve to desttecosystem. We point to in-- ' ' 4teclmo society. We would like ,_ .91131 pe-@p1eS_ But not ev-
publications that make the point, A..;.-:1-‘NF ,;-'-'-;-_._.-it >-tt*-'§=§-. _' -‘git._,,... =1@ < fi.tI=-'j;t”._t up, ‘ oficourse, has to say
ample that the native Peoples bed
figured out winch has been rejected nds in order to find enQM ii a ....
of-hand by conquerors who had lost touch
with their tribal ways. What is the rel-
evance of Native Americans today? We

 The model for sustain-
A ability is indigenous

traditional peoples.
| 

are convinced that it is great. It‘ is an
environmentalist’s test of reason, an un-
derstanding that may become a measure-
ment of the success of activists nursing a
planet that has seen natural evolution de-
railed.

During our hiatus in publishing an
Update since last summer, the vision
needed review. The result is in your hand.
Funding had limited us to keeping the
mail flowing, the phones plugged in, and
publishing three smaller items: NAFTA =
More Pavement; a tabloid primer printed
as the Earth First! Journal’st center sec-
tion ofNov. 1; and Healing L.A.: Radical
Solutions for Car Dependent Motorists Af-
ter the Quake. Subsequently we had an
organizational crisis (see page 4).

With a growing sujbscrip tion base, we
hope to keep

foundations are progressive enough, to ap-
preciate our basic premise or our printing
the sometimes radical truth. So it is essen-
tial that we keep publishing, when “com-
promise-entalist” groups which hold back
on visionary solutions are well fiinded by
the dozens as they contribute to minor
reforms of the system. r ‘  

The Alliance for a Paving Morato-

,_+ -|_._-If ._ - . . _
,..... I

M p p  If you can take the Red
and not worry about getting grants. Few

.1---.-* . ' . 5 - “.‘-. :-:-.- :7--:=. -' '-"-‘= =-'-F’ '.;' "I "-' In '|-'-‘| " .-:-535-'1:"=‘-.1 hT _,_.iiitegr' ' , ,_ Let us challenge t e-a:=---~. £2215» .
dangerous 4:T: at the United States
is alright e t crises. South
Africa has - to bury apart-
heid permanefijlgfiIof the indig-
enous people have had their
land returned to had been bull-
dozed by the as Presi-
dent is a je. But what
about our nation, vicarved out
ofnative lands? Reserva-

.'.'-“.' " ".'. . 1
1'4‘-' -‘ e-'4 .

- - §:',:- '-tions which are as bad (manySouth
African black Consider
Leonard Peltier, the activist who
has undeservedly spent one and a
half decades in jail. the poet John
Trudell, also ofthe Ilidian Move-
ment, could serve asafor all Ameri-
cans. It sounds fafletclijed.  But look at
South Africa today. oppressedin the
U.S. differ from the“;-...iold South Africa
mainly in terms of our colormix. A

Back to the visioltt of We are
an inclusive, loooseggtou groups and
businesses. Any APM has
its own spin on themes-
sage is saving promoting
bikes orrailcars, or saving, our
tax dollars more sprawl,
each is holding high our

Road Construction or
.1 . |",1. "... ' '. .'-'1'-‘-.'|' '.-‘1|'-- 5|-'>'...--. . ...--in----0 --I-- -

Road with the Update’s editors, welcome.
Regardless, we count on one and all to use
the name “Alliance for a Paving Morato-
rium” proudly—for the name itself edu-
cates! .
' - JCLe E E
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APM’s NEWS
Continuedfrom page 4 .

mactic exit was that a key
funder, having been provided a
less than perfect picture about
FFPA’s leadership, decided to
fund another group to coordi-
nate APM’s road closure
project. The funding source
was sold the conventional wis-
dom about the founder not be-
ing the person to make an orga-
nization really grow. The
funder apparently steered
people out of FFPA/APM.

It's not easy for a small
nonprofit group to cope with
suddenly getting by with fewer
hands and facing colossal bills
for marathon Board teleconfer-
ences. This experience is in-
structive for any group that may
ever have a management
struggle. It’s sadly part of any
modem movement. But it is
behind us. We're excited as we
proceed. APM is healthier for
our experience, and we recently
got the IRS’s approval of our

"THE no/to T0 HELt. ts PAvsv wrrn soon /mrur10tvs"

i
l

“THE no/to TO 1-151.1. /s Pl-WED.

pennanent tax-deductible sta-
tLlS. -

APM needs your partici-
pation so that the public hears
about us loud and often. To be
more than a “newsletter, meet-
ing, and press release group,”
we need more direct actions,
books and music for the cause.
A poster by Peter Bralver, who
did our new t-shirt, is on the
easel. Our crying need is for
solid volunteers and paid staff.
Creativity is equally crucial.

As for myself, I anxiously
await the point when most of
my hours will go to completing
a book and an album of eco-
songs. Colleagues have encour-
aged me to write instead of ad-
minister.

APM needs more activists
in the field and behind the
scenes, doing fund-raising and
researching oil issues. Call or
write to us now to support the
movement. Maybe one thing
not to do is give your dollars to
the “Big Ten” environmental
groups unless they join APM

or call for a paving moratorium!
Ifyou believe strongly that

our work is on target, help us.
If you haven't been active
lately, remember that precious
time is being lost for Earth as
certain corporations and other
destroyers don't skip a beat. So
please take this Update and pass
it around. You can also get our
Publications List, Resource
Guide, NAFTA position paper,
etc. But I must ask you now to

(DAVID CUNDIFF, M.D.

____ 
either write us a check or raise
us some money. I look for-
ward also to hearing any ideas
you have on what we can do to
involve more people in our
movement today. Thank you.

y--c.>.€...a.7 .
 

CAR-SLAYING HEALTH-CARE
AUTHOR Jonvs APM

 ADVISORY BoARD
From the starting point that

automobile accidents lead
the list of causes of accidental
death and injury in the U.S.,
and that health care costs are
out of control, David Cundiff’ s
latest book, The RightMedicine,
will shock and amaze.

The world must heed this
book. Out of the ovef one-tril-
lion-dollar annual health care
budget which people in the
United States shoulder, $200
billion a year is from sitting in
cars. (Spending 100 billion
hours in cars, while not exer-
cising our bodies, at $2 per-hour
compensation, is the expensive
cardio-vascular-related cost of
car dependency.)

An even greater cost fig-
ure comes from car crashes.
Without-pain and-suffering, the
medical costs ofcar crashes to-
tal about $160 billionperyear.
With the pain-and-suffering
which is a related medical cost
of crashes, the total has been
estimated at $300 billion ayear.

As for -pollution, the
American Lung Association es-
timates that the direct health
cost is $50 billion per year.

But how can any of this be

3 surprise when the overall cost
of automobile transportation
amounts to one quarter of the
U.S. gross domestic product?
Natural Resources Defense
Council data enlightened
Cundiff and the Update with
these economic data: The per
capita cost ofcar transportation
comes out to $4,000 a year.
How much of that is personal
“voluntary” expenditure? An-
swer: 60%. Govemment subsi-
dies to the car are therefore 35-
40% of the cost, ranging from
$380-660 billion, or $3.70-6.50
per gallon of gasoline.

Having heard ofAPM, Dr.
Cundiff obtained some of our
publications and had Jan
Lundberg of APM look at the
new draft section on petroleum
costs to society. After more in-
terchange, Cundiff—a non-
driver-—-endorsed a paving
moratorium and agreed to serve
on APM’s Advisory Board.

Cundiff and his coauthor,
Mary Ellen McCarthy, will see
their book come out this year
on Humana Press. APM ap-
pears in it. What a public ser-
vice is The Right Medicine. in
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As EARTH's HOURGLASS Runs OUT Q

.-. .I-

WAR CLoUDs GATHERING
Hnong many informed, re-

alistic environmentalists,
a grim determination has set in
over the last year or so as the
deliberate destruction of our
world's ecosystem continues.
The false promises of Clinton,
Babbitt, etAl (sic) have become
painfully clear. The status quo
ofpolluter government is rock-
solid for all too long ahead. So
new ‘approaches are needed.

When we read of the de-
veloper schemes such as NCCA
(see pg. 20) incorporated into
law to pave over endangered
species‘ habitat, or read of the
gnatcatcher's delisting as
"threatened," what are activists
to do? To keep doing the same
thing while expecting a differ-
ent result is insane.

A Gandhian revolt com-
bined with maximum individual
action to achieve  an ecologi-
cally responsible life-style are
needed desperately. But on a
good day barely 50” Earth
Firstlers can ever convene to
protest Mitsubishi, Hyundai or
Maxxam. Other activists usu-
ally need an Earth Day to come
out; they don't seem to get it.

Anger and frustration are
building. Manifestations such:
as illegal depaving (illegal?
Hah! There's la higher law!)
and trashing cars have begun,
but so far it's not even a drop in
the bucket. It's amusing, but
what about that vandal who
broke the handles and commit-
ted other crimes against cars in
Bangkok? And the tire-slash-
ing cult ofManila? Maybe Asia
has something in the air.

Even if direct action is in-
creased by a himdredfold, it will
be ignored by the corporate
media as a movement challeng-
ing the status quo. Such action

would still be just a boomlet.
But with the proverbial Hun-
dredth Monkey supporting
meaningful activism, presto,
there is a terrorist eco-con-
spiracy—that‘s how it may be
treated by today’s comfortable
corporate news executives. It
took the little-read altemative
press to give ink to the frame-
up of Earth First! 'musician-or-
ganizers Judi Bari and Darryl
Chemey who were car bombed
in 1990.

DON'T BUY
INTO FASCISM

p Meanwhile, while we an-
ticipate direct confrontation
over what's left of our natural
world:

Don't pay for what you
don't want—bombs, highways,
public brainwashing schools,
S&L bailouts, CIA death
games, subsidies for tobaccol
genetic engineering/electric
cars/national-forest clearcuts.
The list is longer, because we
have the marriage of industry
and the state: the definition of
fascism.  

So, not paying means...
you guessed it—don't pay
taxes!

What do you really get for
your money, besides destruc-
tion? A police state, foreign
intervention, ohboy! Don't we
have a moral obligation to stop
propping up this destructive
system? Thoreau is asking
from his grave: what are you
doing about it out there?!

We advocate nothing ille-
gal; that would be wrong. But
how then do we not pay taxes
and strike a blow against the
Columbus-to-Clinton beast?

Well, by cutting down our in-
come and expense.

Let us count the ways (a
very few): 1
— Grow your own food, if not
in your garden then in a CSA
plot. Community Supported
Agriculture can share the land
fruitfully.
-- Cut your commute. Take a
lower-paying job and make up
the financial loss by spending
less on travel. The time you
save is a p blessing for your
health, your family, and neigh-
borhood community. '
— Even better, junk the car.
Far less expensive than driving
is to take public transportation
and to bike or walk. (The real
costs of driving dwarf the
Pentagon's budget and are
borne by society and the envi-
romnent.) Imagine: no auto in-
surance to pay for! Less chance
of dying on the road. Dying is
expensive, you know. And
never mind those environmen-
talists who like car crashes be-
cause our population is reduced
and other species get a break-—
this is a conservative editorial
in a conservative magazine.
— Don't buy. Barter! Bring
your own containers. Boycott
transnational corporations.
— Have a Pollution Tube (TV)?
Tsk tsk. Why pollute?! - JCL
 

A

CHIAPAS REBELLION
IS ANTI-NAFTA

( i ood news came ringing
i in the new year when

the Mayan peasants revolted
against national government
and NAFTA. The North
American Free Trade
“Agreement” was not an
agreement by the people of
the continent but of govern-
mentlindustry -bosses.

Resurrecting Emiliano
Zapata as a symbol for all
oppressed Mexicans, the
Zapatista National Liberation
Army took control of much
of the state of Chiapas by
closing roads, liberating pris-
oners and issuing an articu-
late call for support.

A BBC radio report
from San Cristobal de Las
Casas in Chiapas made clear
that the rebellion happened
in large part because “the
poorest peasants fear that
with NAFTA, further devel-
opment will leave them fur-
ther behind.” P

APM, having published
and circulated the position
paper “NAFTA = More
Pavement,” reached out to
indigenous activists. Some
said the paper would be
translated and circulated.

Unfortunately, when the
peace talks started with the
government of Mexico,
Zapatistas were offered more
roads to “serve” Chiapas as
part of a settlement. While
true that Chiapas has gotten
the least amount of social
spending—there is less lit-
eracy and fewer hospitals
compared to the rest of
Mexico—the so-called ben-
efits of modern civilization
subvert traditional ways.
Self-sufficiency is further
eroded, even if U.S. corn
could be kept out ofChiapas
as part of the anti-NAFTA
backlash. in i
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Nilo Cayuqueo, Argentine Indian Rights Activist on

THE ALTERNATIVE MGDEL TO
EURGPEANISM AND CAPITALISM
Nilo Cayuqueo is at the forefront of

supporting the Chiapas Indians’ re-
volt against the Mexican govemment. A
caravan from noithem Califomia departed
in May to support the people of Chiapas.
Prior to this, Nilo presented in Ukiah, Cali-
fornia some rare video footage of the
Zapatista uprising and the government's
response. APM’s Jan Lundberg caught up
with him and presented our “NAFTA =
MORE PAVEMENT” paperto share with
our Mayan brothers and sisters.

We happened upon the following inter-
view in the Newsfor a People ’s World of
May 1994 (here is an excerpt):

Q: Do you have any specific position on
what indigenous groups are striving for; is
there any ideology that
unites the different
groups?
NC: There's a lot of
frustration for many
people politically after E

ism; many people don’t
believe in it any more.
I'm not saying we Q
should push for social- I I 1'
ism, but I'm saying that
the indigenous people
are struggling and no
matter what kind of sys-
tem ‘we are going to
build, we know that
capitalism is no good.

Q: Where do you look
for models, then?  @
NC: To us, a model for
society has to be created Qt) ©@
by the people according @
to their environment and QQQ IIIII44:-‘I_.-:-I”;ToIF”:?fi=;4"","'-‘-
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their philosophy of life
and not to try to impose
some ideology that was
created a long time ago
and is very much Euro-
pean. So far the ideol-

ogy, the philosophy of indigenous people,
has not been explored very much. Even
many of the progressive movements be-
lieve the world can save [indigenous
people] by developing technologies, by giv-
ing high tech to other people and essen-
tially getting rid of the natural world of
indigenous people which is not acknowl-
edged.

Nilo Cayuqueo is director of South and
Meso American Indian Information Cen-
ter, whichpublishes Abya Yala News (Con-
tinent ofLife) for hundreds of indigenous
peoples ’groups.' Its address is I212 Broad-
way, Oakland, Calif 94612. News for a
People's World is a newspaper by andfor
northern California activists, 522 Valencia
Street, San Francisco, Calif 94110.
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HUAGRANI NoTEs
Mainlyfrom a May 2, 1994 New
Yorker magazine article:

As recently as October, 1993, the
Huaorani tribe sent an envoy to

Washington. DC to attract attention to
the enviromnental impact of petroleum
exploration, as well as complementary
destruction such as roads, in the Ecua-
dorian Amazon. Charging that oil com-
panies are committing ethnocide in or-
der to extract crude oil from the most
ecologically diverse area in the world,
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund
was representing the Huaorani tribe in
negotiations with the Ecuadorian Em-
bassy and the Inter-American Commis-
sion on Human Rights, an arm of the
Organization ofAmerican States.

 Known as the Oriente, and no big-
ger than Alabama, the land mass that
the Huaorani have defended from the
Incas, Spanish conquistadors, rubber
barons, the Ecuadorian and Peruvian
militaries, as well as modem-day colo-
nists, contains 490 species ofbirds (2/3
the number found in the United States),
12,000 species ofplants (5% ofthe plant
species on the planet), and 473 species
of trees (roughly equal to the number in
Western Europe). This particular area
is of paramount importance to the glo-
bal ecosystem because halfofall rivers
that flow into the Amazon's headwa-
ters originate there. Texaco, which has
been extracting oil in the area for over
22 years, is already responsible for spill-
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OIL BEGINS To FLGW FROM HUAORANI TERRITORY
“The road Maxus has punched in to the
Yasuni National Park _is..;.,the..,1.d§§?13§§t P6"-
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panies are destroying areasof
biological and culturaldi
world. ” -- Dave Walsh,of
tion International, who visited
territory in I991. See also
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on April 21, Maxus Energy be-
gan to its first barrels;-tiilof oil

from the land of Huaorani in
Ecuador. The gravel road,which
begins at the Napo sec-
tion of Quichua Indiaii""i@%§§g;§riito1y,

Biosphere Reserve, endsatwells
deep in the rainforest.
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crude oil and chemicals so toxic that
the Environmental Protection Agency
considers them too dangerous in any
amount.  

As pointed out in Glen Switkes’
article [opposite], Maxus Energy Cor-
poration, based in Dallas, has already
completed a 94-mile road. But, in addi-
tion to the main access road, Maxus has
also completed a 75-mile oil pipeline,
and miles of additional roads to access
oil wells. This new “infrastructure”
will only serve to open the area to fur-
ther development and accelerate the de-
forestation of the Oriente, which is ex-
pected to be complete early in the next
century.

I .
‘ I. , ... .

enough“ to keep ofJzthe U.S
rolling for some Qpeiosition to
the project has
impacts resulting the road
will provide to
panics, and on the cultural impacts of the
Shock between oil workers and the
Huaorani—the least acculturated indig-
enous group in the Ecuadorian Amazon.

Maxus and the Ecuadorian govem-
ment have showered some Huaorani com-
munities with gifts, including t-shirts,
watches, schoolhouses, and boat motors.
Those communities“ who have opposed
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nient that this“ toxic sludge is disposed
of sales of that profit-
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the country? theseliiiiiflifghl aiboiutpthe ing’s smog andplas-
assaults onithe rights of our Peoples are tic trash, brake the system with a halt
declared acts of war. We are profound
lovers ofpeace, but we will resist ecologi-
cal terrorism and cultural violence when
it comes to our territories; we will be on

to more roads andparking lots.
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The ponderous monolith that is the U.S
Forest Service has never yielded much

to citizens. This is particularly true for
those trying to save our few remaining
ancient forests.“ Apparently inspired by
the robber barons who cut most of the
virgin woods at the turn of the century or
earlier, this agency of the Department of
Agriculture has also been rapidly
clearcutting the trees now regenerating
from this earlier devastation. But logging
also depends on access—and the Forest
Service has been building a road network
that now exceeds the nation’s Interstate
System in length. Recently this has accel-
erated greatly and they are slicing into
remaining roadless areas—-our lastdefacto
wildemess. Frequently the timber these
roads are designed to reach is of such low
economic value that it doesn’t even cover
the costs of the roads. I

Little wonder -then that forest activ-
ists rejoiced at the ouster of F. Dale
Robertson, perhaps the worst Chief Of-
ficer in the department’ s history and whose
exit was preceded by a trail of timber
thefts, accelerated cutting of ancient for-
ests and widespread violations of laws
and regulations. When Robertson’s re-
placement, biologist Jack Ward Thomas,
was announced the naive among us were
more enthusiastic--even in the face of
simultaneous release ofthe “Option Nine”
alternative for Northwest Forest Manage-
ment. This Option, which Thomas helped
craft, allows continued cutting ofthe “last
of the best” of the grandest coniferous
forest on Earth. The implications are still
sinking in, but they will no doubt cause a
tide of resentment if, or when, this option
is put into practice. And then there is the
rest of the country. Let’s see what is
happening in some ofDr. Thomas’s other
forests as well. I '

Here in the Central Appalachians, in
the George Washington, Jefferson and
Monongahela National Forests, we’ve
been hit by a blizzard of destructive tim-
ber sales and road building that belies the

advent of spring promised by the Clinton
administration. Not surprisingly this bliz-
zard has been accompanied by a flurry of
rhetoric, some old, some new, but always
in contorted justification of Forest Ser-
vice abuses. As under the old Chief, the
Environmental Assessments (EAs) for tim-
ber sales consist of the same time-worn
biases toward commercial timber trees and
wildlife species that can be exploited by
hunters and fisherfolk. In some EAs there
are rhetorical nods toward ChiefThomas’ s
putative forte “Ecosystem Management,”
but in others the term doesn’t even ap-
pear. I All EAs are however laced with
new rapidly evolving terminology and
“concepts designed to justify or conceal
the ever-popular even-age management
in which virtually every tree is felled in a
large area and the forest floor is ground to
dust under dozer tracks. Invariably, silvi-
cultural policy is oriented toward produc-
ing commercially preferable oaks which
coincidentally are also promoted for the
“mast” (acoms) they provide for “wild-
life” (really bear, turkey, deer and squir-
rels). In the Monongahela equally desir-
able black cherry is added to the list while
the rich, mast producing beech is shunned
because it has low timber value at present.
In EA after EA themanyi species of non-
c o m m e r c i a l
plants and non-
game wildlife are
ignored (in terms
of being pro-
tected) unless, in
extremity, con- .
sideration. is
forced because
they are endan-
gered or threat-
ened under the
Endangered Spe-
cies Act or are of-
ficially desig-
nated “sensitive.”
However even
these rarest and

most threatened species are frequently sub-
jects of bogus lists. In these lists, sensi-
tive species whose ranges are outside the
project areas are introduced into the lists
only so they can be dismissed. At the
same time rare, sensitive and even endan-
gered species with a high probability of
occurrence in the project area are omitted.
Examples of species usually ignored are
the eastern cougar (listed as “likely to
occur” in all ranger districts in the GWNF
Forest Plan), the goshawk and Cooper’s
hawk as well as other rare raptors, rep-
tiles, amphibians and plants. Such was
the case in recently completed EAs for the
Dabney Timber Sale in the GWNF and
for the Star Run and Douthat Creek
projects ofthe Monongahela. Herbaceous
species (e.g., ginseng) don’t come back
for hundreds of years after clearcutting.
Many are “sensitive” species. ,

Time was when the Forest Service
classified bear habitat as “remote, mature
forest” while they promoted clearcuts for
deer. However, recently deer have be-
come over-abundant, and creating more
habitat for them has a bad name. To
justify continued clearcutting and similar
even-age management they now find it
convenient to say that bear require “es-
cape cover,” and this has become a code

Your Monongahela National Forest in the Central Appalachians '
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word for the young growth pro-
vided by the large openings of
even-age cuts. Presumably also
the many roads they are trying
to build in “remote” bear habi-
tat would provide entry and es-
cape routes for the plentiful
poachers who are after bear
body parts for the oriental trade.

Clearcuts have been sited
on the very boundaries of des-
ignated wilderness as in the case
of the Laurel Fork North Wil-
derness of the Monongahela.
Recently, Virginians For Wil-
demess took the George Wash-
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ington National Forest to court
for scheduling the Marble Val-
ley Timber Sale’s even-age cuts
virtually on the boundary ofthe
Clayton Mill Spring special 1n-
terest-biologic area without any
consideration of present or fu-
ture impacts this might cause.
Apparently nothing is sacred to
Smokey’s helpers!

In addition to willful vio-
lations of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act involved in bogus spe-
cies listings there is widespread
and pervasive disregard of the
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National Forest Management
Act, the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act and even the Ad-
ministrative Procedures Act.
This takes the form of virtual
absence of cumulative impact
analysis, failures to C0l'lS1d61' a
full range ofalternative actions,
and arbitrary and capricious de-
cision making. In addition to
their incorporation into EAs,
these transgressions rnvarrably
are part of Regional Foresters’
decisions on Administrative

I I __ _ _ __ _____ __ _ . ‘--.-

Appeals such as those I frled
for the previously cited Star Run
and Douthat Creek Projects.
These rejected appeals ended

I up on Chief Thomas ’s deskfor
f ' ~mal 7‘€Vl€WS However he has
been consistent in declining re-
views despite the serious
breaches oflaw involved in the
timber sale decision notices.
Also in a recent meeting with
the Native Forest Network,
Chief Thomas stated that he
would sanction further cutting
and road building in the notori-
ous Cove/Mallard Timber Sales
in Idaho because it was called
for by the Forest Plans. “We’re
going in,” he stated of this, the
largest intact roadless area in
the lower 48 states. I

The Chief’ s failure to criti-
cally review the appealed ille-
gal decisions of the Forest Ser-
vice only highlights problems
with the appeals process. It is a
well-known fact that appeals to
regional foresters are almost
universally rejected. Neverthe-
less, it is commonly assumed
that even though it is rare that
appeals are successful on the
side of the trees, some protec-
tion of nature is thought to be
achieved through delaying
projects if nothing else. While
such may occasionally be the
case I submit that the appeals
process is practically useless
in slowing the overall course of
destruction. I believe this to be
true because the Forest Service
plans its timber sales far in ad-
vance of cutting so that many
sales are in the pipeline at any
given time. Consequently, it’s
only a minor inconvenience to
cancel one on occasion or, as in
most cases, simply remand
them back to the Forest Super-
visor. They then simply shift
their resources to other sales so
these are accelerated. when
appeals are not rejected this is
usually on the basis of a single
issue while all other issues are
ignored. Invariably the issues

~ ' continued on page I8
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Ro/to CLOSURES ON HORIZON AFTER STRATEGY SESSION

“Any road is a daggerpointed at the heart
ofa wilderness. ” - William 0. Douglas

HEALDSBURG, CA - Road fighters and
wilderness advocates from around the na-
tion gathered here Feb. 9-11 for the na-
tional Road-Fighting Strategy Session, with
the goal of protecting wilderness and
biodiversity through strategic road closures.
The meeting was sponsored by the Alli-
ance for a Paving Moratorium (APM),
Biodiversity Legal Foundation (BLF) and
the Wildlands Project. It was conceived by
Jasper Carlton ofBLF and Kraig Klungness
ofNorthwoods Wilderness Recovery.

The meeting was guided by the premise
that roads are the fundamental destructive
agent ofwildlands. Dave Foreman, Wild-
lands Project chairperson and Earth First!
co-founder, summed it up well: “Though
Napoleon said, ‘An army travels on its
stomach,’ the army of industrial exploita-
tion of the wild certainly travels by road.”

Roads destroy wildemess in myriad
ways: introducing exotic species and pol-
lutants, causing erosion, permitting in-
creased human access, allowing for hunt-
ing, poaching and roadkill, facilitating re-
source extraction, and fragmenting habitat.
Wolf populations, for example, cannot be
maintained at 0.9 miles of road per square
mile ofhabitat. Moreover, soil erosion in a
clearcut forest is over 90% due to roads.

The strategy session’s participants are
not the first ones on the road-fighting block.
While John Muir and the Sierra Club were
early proponents of roads and recreational
accessibility, Aldo Leopold and others in
the Forest Service led the first real move-
ment towards road closures as motorized
vehicles began to probe the far reaches of
our National Forests. As a reaction to
roads and motorized vehicles, they estab-
lished the first Primitive Areas. Later, the
Wilderness Society was formed primarily
to fight roads; the Society’s first battles
were to halt road-construction schemes in
the Selway and Olympic ranges. r

“Road fighting has arrived as the main
weapon to achieve environmental protec-
tion and economic sustainability,” ex-
claimed Jan Lundberg, founder of APM.
Meanwhile, industry has enveloped the U.S

by Randy Ghent

Forest Service, andcertain traditional road-
fighting enviromnental groups have adopted
compromising, ineffective tactics in order
to maintain acceptance and funding. One
result has been the formation ofmore radi-
cal groups, such as Earth First!

When founding Earth Firstl, the pri-

Lundberg with Katie Scarborough, meeting coordinator

mary idea in the minds of Dave Foreman
and Howie Wolke was not monkey-wrench-
ing, civil disobedience, or getting in
anyone’s face—--it was big wilderness.
While the original Earth First! wildemess
proposals advocated “big islands,” the
Wildlands Project has moved on to em-
brace the biological concept of com1ectiv-
ity--—the antithesis of the road-building
mindset. Comrectivity has been called au-
dacious yet visionary. It means that in-
stead ofpreserving isolated biological “mu-
seum pieces” we must maintain and restore
the landscape’s natural processes, such as
evolution, migration, and fire to allow for
ecosystem recovery. The Road-Fighting
Strategy Session was called to protect and
restore wilderness by stopping roads-—the
#1 enemy of connectivity. A recent head-
line in an APM publication agreed: “It’s
Hard to Destroy Wilderness Without
Roads.”

Keith Hammer, author of Killing
Roads: Road-Ripper ’s Guide to the Na-

tional Forests, opened the meeting with
Roadents, a song that urges: “Obliterate,
revegetate, obliterate, revegetate...There are
too many roads being built upon this land!”
Then Dave Foreman outlined the history
ofroad fighting, explaining how road fight-
ing is very much a part of the conservation
tradition. He was followed by a slideshow
on the principles of conservation biology
by Reed Noss, editor of Conservation Bi-
ology Journal. The strategy session con-
tinued with presentations on individual road
fights, biological research, instating and
enforcing road-density rules, and adminis-
trative and legal strategy.

After the various presentations, the
meeting was largely devoted to intitiating a
national campaign to close roads.

 Road closures, according to Jasper
Carlton of theBiodiversity Legal Founda-
tion, have been achieved by integrating
biological research with administrative and
legal action. The idea behind this success-
ful model is that the best science will pre-
vail in endangered species protection mea-
sures. Carlton insists, “The only way to
defend your ecoystem is to know it better
than anybody else.” Public education is
also vital because administrative and legal
decisions are not made in a vacuum. En-
ergy directed toward public education
should increase in the future as part of the
road-fighting campaign. R

Some ongoing projects were chosen
and delegated at the strategy session. Par-
ticipants created a draft list of “The Ter-
rible Twelve” worst roads threatening wil-
derness areas. A road-fighting guide for
each federal agency will be created, educa-
tional materials will be published and dis-
tributed, and grassroots groups will be
sought to help close “The Terrible Twelve”
and other roads by conducting the neces-
sary research. A comprehensive approach
suggested and investigated by APM A was
the statewide initiative petition process.

The Session’s main funders were the
Fund for Wild Nature and Patagonia.

Lundberg attested to the meeting’s pro-
ductivity: “The participants went home
confident that road closures were on the
horizon for sure.” in
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ENDLESS GROWTH LIVES...
IN THEIR Mrzvos  
It’s hard to keep in mind that ‘there are

millions of “educated” people who be-
lieve modem myths which fly in the face
of facts. T

“Endless growth”, the economic para-
0 .

digm whereby industry and science r rule
our lives forever, is a dangerous misun-
derstanding among the naive; it is a useful
tool of those who lie for the status quo.

 Most North Americans and Europe-
ans are conditioned to bow down to or
utter support for economic growth. It is
part of “progress,” that which places mod-
ern humanity on a holy throne of accom-
plishment. Yet these same people would,
in the majority, agree with Herman Daly’s
law that states that the economy may ex-
pand in size while the ecosystem cannot.
And most people are sensitive to the fact
that there “might” be a strain on resources
due to overpopulation, or that there have
been terrible pollution consequences of
industry and overconsumption.

That contradiction has not been dealt
with, let alone resolved, by our institu-
tions, "including a “free” press. Perhaps
enviromnental-talking politicians are the
worst-confusionists. -

Every child knows that there is only
so much juice in one orange. Yet our
sphere, Earth, continues to be mined and
sucked dry of clean fresh water, oil, top-
soil, etc. But if a child grows up to be an
economist, he or she is taught that tech-
nology assures no end to resources, that
the price mechanism determines supply.

There is so much pavement and so
many unpaved roads in forests and grass-
lands, that few people want more roads or
parking lots. When asked if limited funds
should go toward repairing roads and to-
ward bike paths and trains, instead ofmore
freeways, the majority of people readily
opt for the former. Yet the public repre-
sentatives in government ignore that rea-
sonable sentiment and continue to fund
more roads. A Some politicians Call APM
“out there on the edge” and “fanatic,” as
Bernie Richter did in his Capitol office in
Sacramento on April 6, 1994. In a meet-
ing with anti-clearcut activists, the Chico
assemblyman’s main concerns were the
“property rights” of clearcutters, builders,

by Jan Lundberg

et al. He would not even acknowledge
that a property owner upstream does not
have the right to pollute and poison those
downstream. He believes that pollution on
the whole is down, lifespan is going up,
and that enviromnentalists are hurting the
forests—myths, misinformation and lies.

That minority view has the big money
behind it. One result is a bill by Richter to
allow timber harvest plans to have lives
several times longer than they presently
do. This would allow for biological data
to be ignored for much more damaging
lengths of time. More roads would be
built. Bill.Devall, editor of Clearcut, a
new coffee table book on the tragedy of
industrial forestry (see right column), tried
in vain to tell Richter of the role of roads
in destroying our forests. But by this time,
Richter was yelling at Devall, Cecelia
Lanman and their forest protection col-
leagues present from Humboldt County,
California.

The myths that bolster our destruc-
tive society are refuted by many an intel-
lectual and activist, but more consumers
are bom all the time, stressing the bio-
sphere. Meanwhile, a clear alternative to
the technological-growth machine, the
U.S. and its industrial partners, has almost
disappeared: the Native American model
for harmony with nature, individual free-
dom and equality, and social justice.

One of the missions of the Update is
to promote this alternative and reverse the
trend of “growth-think.” With disappear-
ance and derision, traditional indigenous
cultures have suffered to the brink ofcom-
plete extinction. They must be studied
and respected as the only example of sus-
tainable society. With a moratorium on
new roads and parking lots to redirect de-
velopment to building community, the
model of native societies of the westem
hemisphere provides‘ the vision we need.
This is our road map, not the upward lines
of a graph on sales of clean cars, green
widgets or raw logs exported to Japan. As
for Richter, he ought to spend some time
gathering acorns. at A p
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 CLEARCUT2

THE “TRAGEDY OF
INDUSTRLAL FORESTRY

This monumental photo-essay book
provides the last word on what the

corporate and govemmental stewards of
our land have done to it. The book does a
service to those who have not yet under-
stood what “growth” means in our eco-
nomic culture.

s Clearcut editor Bill Devall appreci-
ates the road-moratorium movement as he
frequently makes the point that roads are
key to the destruction which he and others
are trying to stop. “The subtitle ofClearcut
could easily be Roads ofGlory,” stated Jan
Lundberg at a Clearcut educational ses-
sion in Sacramento, Calif. in April. (See
story at left.)

Doug Tompkins and Y Foundation for
Deep Ecology made Clearcut possible. For
a copy, call or write:
Rainforest Action Network, 450 Sansome
Street, #700, San Francisco, Calif. 94111.
Tel. (415) 398-4044

'€nZ£9/viewing 7w;aotn Q
I have been to Japan many times in the

past ten years... The true Japan—-the land
and native plants and animals—-is gradually
being destroyed by urban sprawl, road and
highway construction, golf courses, resorts,
and other development... I went to a bicy-
cling club, in order to find some local envi-
romnentalists. But when I asked if they
opposed the automobile and new highway
construction, they responded, “Why?” I said
“Don’t you love nature?” “Oh, yes, we
do!” “Well, cars and roads are the opposite
of nature,” I said. “Oh” was all they could
say.

- Mike Vandeman
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DANA LYoNs

ROAD-BASHING TRoUEADoR
+
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PMU: Dana, Why the empha-
sis on pavement for Turn ofthe
Wrench?
DL: When I'm in the city with
polluted air and cars and pave-
ment all around, I look to the
side ofthe road, and more often
than not you'll see a blade of
grass or dandelion or some plant
pushing itself up through the
pavement. Those little plants are
our allies. They give me hope
in the cement jungle. '
PMU: Was there a particlular
time and place you first noticed
this? A A
DL: I was paid as a landscaper;
I apologized to the weeds. I
knew eventually they would
win. And my favorite weeds
were the _ones destroying
people's blacktop.
PMU: I used to fear in the early
1970s that the new electroni-
cally produced (and repro-
duced) pop "masterpieces"
would be lost forever if our
technology couldn't last. Now
I don't care, and if music can't
be accoustic, who needs it.
What do you think?
DL: All music is accoustic to
start. Music is the expression
of the human soul.
PMU: Even Sugar Sugar by the
Archies?
DL: (laughter) In its own way...-~
Singing is
About cas.settes and CDs,
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this formula for your next al-
bum?
DL: I follow a mix. My mother
wants more love songs.
PMU: How is the iiew album
COl'I'll..ng? A
DL: I'm p through the
next one.,__,,,I; have no idea whr_j_:,1tr;::;;:;g;¢{;§;ff
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because the indigenous people's
ways,-along with the technical
solutions of paving morato-
rium, are th,e_§._~way we have to
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sooner we iiget back to a
tainable, noritjlecuified societ'y,E
the sooner wé=@,can get back to
listening to our""'t',r_ne local play-
ers. Every has its,
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PMU: Your songs
half activist—-will you follow

or through the pavement

there
the pavement

(,_are__.».-lying dormant and she
the seeds will bloom-l’l-I'I_I_l _- _.‘._. _.. ,.
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again.
PMU: I really liked the Indian
singing on Turn of the Wrench

III _I'>;p.

="l"here are those who are indus-
trialized indigenous peoples. A
PMU: A Artistically, what dif-
ferences over the past are there
in your next album? p
DL: I'll keep the instrumenta-
tion simple, the way it looks
today. I tried a smorgasbord
on Turn ofthe. Wrench. On the
song Halfa PlanetAway on the
soprano sax, I asked Denney
Goodhew to play a lonely sax.
PMU: How do you get your
songs? _
DL: Themusic comes out when
I'm on guitar first. The music

 

tells a story and it's a challenge
for me to see what the story is
and match the words to it.
PMU: How did your career
start?
DL: I've been singing my whole
life and played guitar since 12
and wrote songs since then. It
was an interesting moment
when I decided to do it full time,
after my first week-long tour in
eastern Washington. I played
at a cowboy bar in Brewster,
Washington. I was playing this
tune Drying Tears, about my
grandparents‘ helping our fam-
ily out ofEurope in World War
II. A guy in the audience about
70 years old started yelling he
didn't like my politics, so I fin-
ished the song and asked him,
"What don't you like about my
politics?" The tour was to stop
the Hanford nuclear waste
dump. He said, "l was on an
island in the Southern Pacific
when Truman dropped the
bomb on Japan, and ifhe hadn't
done it I would have been
killed." I said, "Do you think
we need all the nuclear weap-
ons we have today? and he said,
“No, we probably don't.” Then
I finished the concert, and the
same man came walking up to

-

me and grabs me by the shoul-
dersn and says, “Dana, are you
sincere about what you're sing-
ing about?” I said that I was,
and then he goes, “I love you,
Dana,” and gave me this
bearhug in this roomful ofcow-
boys and slaps a 20-dollar bill
in my palm, shook my hand,
introduced himself as Floyd,
and told me to come back any-
time. One of the waitresses
came up to me and said, "That's
not just $20, that man is desti-
tute.“ And I ran out and tried to
find him to give his money
back, but he was gone, and on
the way home driving all night

back to Seattle, I realized I
would not have met Floyd if I
was doing something else. I
didn't care how little money I
made; I wanted to meet people
like him.
PMU: “Then I met you in Vir-
ginia——the best concert I've
ever enjoyed——some songs
were about roads, which de-
lighted people.
DL: I was thrilled that there was
a group that was specializing
on stopping the paving of the
earth. The existence of the
APM made it permissible to
speak out against roads, the “sa-
cred cow.” That inspired Glen
and I and a lot ofother artists to
come out against roads—
against more roads.
PMU: About the making of an
album, do you encourage
people to do it?
DL: It can be an immense
amount of work. If you're a
songwriter, what else can you
do? It can be hard to do eco-
nomically if you want a fancy
cover and it's CD. But it can be
easier if it's a simple cassette
recorded in one day. I pick from
a big selection ofmy songs, but
only record some. I only put
out one album every 3 years.
I'd like to write more frequently,
spending less time doing tours
and driving on roads, and more
time in forests, where I do my
writing when I can.
PMU: Thanks for being a part
of this magazine——there aren't
very many paving-moratorium
artists, yet!

To get “Turn of the Wrench, ” or
Danais live album with John Seed
"Environmental Songs for Kids: At
Night They Howl at the Moon"
(highly recommended for adults
tool), send $16for CD, or $1 I for
cassette (includes postage) to
Reigning Records, P. O. Box 262 7,
Bellingham, WA 98227 or call
(800) 93-PEACE.

DISNEY TO PAVE  
THOUSANDS OF ACRES

Native American hunting
trail and a colonial trade route,
the Walt Disney Company may
build a 3,000 acre “theme park.”
The governor of Virginia has
pushed a $150 million package
through the legislature to finance
roads which would accom1no-
date 77,000 additional vehicles
per day for the “park.”

Never mind that the state's
“air quality has steadily declined

Near an historic junction ofa

for decades, and during the
1980s the average number of
miles driven per person in-
creased by more than 50%,” the
New York Times wrote this
spring.

Enviromnentalists are fight-
ing the scheme, which might pro-
duce 19,000 jobs, partly on the
grounds that a decent environ-
ment in Virginia must be among
economic considerations. One
of the Update’s Virginia corre-
spondents reports that Nimby-
ism--not in my back yard-is at
work among some environmen-
talists. Another of our corre-

spondents says there's more
Yimbyism—yes in my back
yard: additional related “devel-
opment” would occur which has
many land owners drooling over
anticipated profits. Some of the
very rich in the horse country
who don't need the profits fi'om
increased land values are out-
raged at the planned abuse of
the land. pt Our reporters have
observed an enormous public re-
lations campaign by Disney to
overcome the hurdles of air and
water pollution, traffic, and his-
toric preservation. A

Protest “Disney's (Paved)
America”! Portraying history is
all well and good, ifdone fairly.
But whips on black backs and
genocide against the red race will
not likely get the chance for tour-
ist dollars. For the animated
Disney movie Alladin, did you
notice that the word Baghdad
was absent? Maybe because
U.S; bombs recently killed di-
rectly and indirectly over one
hundred thousand kids like the
onesin the movie. - JCL,
 '
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Robert Zweig, M.D., ofthe South CoastAir Quality Management District, Calif,
contributed this slide to the Update from his presentations on hydrogen fuel
transportation. See article on renewable energy trains, page 24.
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A RIVER OF TRAFFIC
(AND trs TRIBUTARIES)  
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TRAFFIC CONGESTION

I

Ardy Singer, a young car-hating art-
ist featured throughout this issue,

lives beside a freeway in Oakland, Cali-
fomia. Having started as a professional
cartoonist in 1992 for a local East Bay
paper, Singer's work is now carried by
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the Progressive, Comic Relief, and Z
Magazine.
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Singer asserts, “People who design
and implement freeways should be re-
quired to live beside them for at least 5
years. Two wheels good-—four wheels
bad. Cars are a swarm of toxic death
machines sent by Satan!”
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BILL WoUL1) SToP RoA1) BUILDING
 IN ALL FEDERAL RoA1)LESS AREASr

l

Save America's Forests, a national coa-
lition of over 500 groups and busi-

nesses, is valiantly pushing ahead in Con-
gress with The Forest Biodiversity and
Clearcutting Prohibition Act (HR 1164).
This bill would end road building in all
federal roadless areas—-some 60 million '
EICTOS. '
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by Randy Ghent
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HR 1164, introduced by John Bryant
(D-TX), now has 96 Congressional co-
sponsors, and would also prohibit
clearcutting and other even-age manage-
ment on all federal lands.

The remarkable support for legisla-
tion that would largely- stop logging in
undesignated wilderness areas can be at-
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tributed to the absurdity of such projects.
Timber sales in roadless areas account for
one third ofall money-losing timber sales,
according to Jeffrey St. Claire ofCascade
Holistic Economic Consultants. Inaddi-
tion, St. Claire states, road construction is
the single largest cost ofroadless-area tim-
ber sales, costing $50,000 per mile to de-
sign, engineer and construct.

Since the most “productive” acces-
sible forests have alrady been logged, most
timber in roadless areas is of low eco-
nomic value. Timber sales in roadless
areas have lost as much as $3 million at a
whack, for example in Idaho, largely due
to massive road construction.

MoNTANA BILL: BAD NEWS

John Bryant tallied up 142 votes with
a failed amendment to the Montana “Wil-
derness” Act. The amendment would have
prohibited road building and clearcutting
in the four million acres of roadless areas
“released” to logging by the bill. p
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Hopefully, the Montana “Wildemess”
Act will die in the Senate, and ecosystem-
based wilderness proposals such as the
Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection
Act will become the law of the land.

Please write your Congressional Rep-
resentative in support of HR 1164. To
contact Save America's Forests (an Alli-
ance for a Paving Moratorium group) call
(202) 544-9219, and write them at 4 Li-
brary Court, SE, Washington, DC 20003.
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continuedfrom Page 11

recognized are those most easily remedied
while those difficult to cope with, such as
biodiversity, are avoided. Despite its es-
sentially fraudulent nature, the appeals
process does have its uses. First, research-
ing both specific forest ecosystems in the
field and the administrative record for an
appeal is very educational and, secondly,
filing an appeal is essential in exhausting
administrative remedies for possible legal
action. Thirdly, the information gathered
in appeal writing is also useful in public-
Pity campaigns which may be more effec-
tive than legal action in stopping destruc-
tive projects.

In one ofhis first acts, ChiefThomas
admonished Forest Service personnel to
“obey the law” and “be honest.” While
this was welcome rhetoric we waited in
vain for him to take action to set right the
many abuses of law and regulations that
were Robertson's legacy. It wasn't long
before it became clear that not only would
he not right old wrongs but that he would
fail also to apply his much-touted ecosys-
tem management to projects initiated un-
der him. This lack of substantive action
coupled with his public relations aura have
eamed him the name “Dr. Jack Ward
Rhetoric” and bodes ill for his effective-
ness as a reformer. Rather, he reminds
one of dying East Germany's transitional
figure Egon Krenz, who tried to assume
the face of reform while perpetuating the
discredited Communist regime. i

Numerous timber sales have been ap-
pealed, but to no avail—-only “stays,” or
some minor modifications, have been
granted.

The timber industry acts like the un-
derdog, but the appeals aren't stopping
deforestation.  A

‘ Sadly for our forests, the behavior of
Chief Thomas typifies the emerging poli-
cies of the Clinton administration as is
also shown by the firing of Bureau of
Land Management Director Jim Baca and
the continued survival of
Interior Secretary Bruce II II,_,I,I,III, ~
Babbitt. This policy
appears to be one of I .
appointing nominal ,.I:__.}_'.--IIII!-. '.Itqtk--‘I-I)-'53‘”\1“‘"'1'-ii-'_‘.;-‘"‘~
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reformers and pro-
posing reform legis-
lation and directives
only to sacrifice

them for congressional votes on legisla-
tion assumed to be of higher priority.
While this has happened in every admin-
istration, in Clinton's it seems to be part
of an orchestrated strategy in which the
last vestiges ofWild America are reduced
to pawns and nothing more. The sooner
we face these facts and begin treating this
administration as we would treat the most
hidebound Conservative Republicans, the
better off our forests will be. A

Bob Mueller is afoundingAdvisor toAPM,
and he stajffs Virginians For Wilderness,
an Alliance for a Paving Moratorium
group based in the Shenandoah Valley.
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FoREsT SERVICE
“CLEARcUTs

CoAST TO CoAST”

April 1994 issue is the above head
line, confirming Dr. Mueller’s conclusion
that nothing much has changed. It seems
that some people misled themselves when
Bush was replaced by Clinton! If that
isn't enough, try the next story below.

[But first let us mention the 8th An-
nual National Forest Reform Rally, June
16-19 in LaGrande, Oregon, which the
Forest Reform Network organizes. APM
is a co-sponsor. To get involved call
(214) 352-8370.]

From the Forest Reform Network's

d

I.I-I._ I-I I.III.I-I.I.II_.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.III,I.I|.I.I.I.I.III.I.
.'_.'.".'.'.'.'.‘.'.".'.‘.'.'.'.'.*.‘.‘.‘.'.'.'.'.‘ ‘.'.'.'.'
. .‘.'-.‘.-.‘.‘.'.'.'.‘.'.'I'I'I'I'I*I'.'I'.‘I‘.'-' ' ‘I’ '1‘ ‘- -- ._-I-I. 1 .I+I. - .I.I. . . . . I. .'. .:.
I.III.I. 1 . '.' .'.‘ ‘

.........I.I. I . .... . . .'."‘ - ' '- ' -'._.I-_.I._.I-_-I- .I. - . I - . I.I.I.I. I I,IIIII -I- I_ I . . II I
:.:'.'..-.:.'.j. .'. I ' P. .'.'.‘ ' - - -_-II - - . I. ‘ I ' . :-
I .‘I_.'.'. .'. -'.‘.‘I I ‘.'.'. ‘. _', , _r, -_-. _1_ I- I- 1 ‘ I

‘-‘-‘- -‘-'.'-"-'.‘ '-' .' ‘ ' I I‘ ‘I‘.'.‘- I .'.'.. -‘. . .' .'. . .'.‘. .‘ ' '. . . . .'.'.'.' " ‘. .".'. ' ' .' "' -'- - ' I-I .:.'I.-.'. .'. . . .'.'.;.'.:.:_.'.I.;.I.I.I.-.-.
I-I-I-I-_-I-I._-I.I._-I.I.I.I- I -_-_ _.I. -I I, . . . . . - .. . II - - . . . . - .'~'.'.'-' '-'-‘.' ' '.'I'.'. '. J .' I I I I .'.‘I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I IIIII-_-I I-I-I I I I IIIII III.I-.I.I I-I._.III-I.I.I.I.I.I-I|I-I|I.I.I. .I.I. . . . . .. h . . I ..". J . .'. . I. . . .. . I‘. . - .'. . . - . . e

I_I. .I.I. . ._.IIII I A I_. I I . I . II. I - I - I . - ‘I - . . L I . - I -- . -- . I. -- - - - - . -'-'-‘-'-' '-'-'.‘ '.' '-'.'-'.'.'.‘.".'.‘.'.‘I‘.‘.'.‘.‘.‘.‘.'.-'-‘.'.'.' '4'.qflvfifiwxfi?'“¢E+fi+€+I§+H+*fiH+H+H+HwnwHhH+HoFHlH+H+H+H?H+E+I¢H+fi+I.I.I-f.:<:-:.:-:.:.:.I.:,I.:.I.I,I .I.I.I.:.:.I.If.;.I.:.I._.:.:.I.:._._.j.I.:,:,:.-.-,:.f.:.I.I.I,I.'.I.:.'_-pf‘.-.;.I_.'.I.'.'.f.'.'q.I.".'.'
.I-I._.I-_._-I._.I.I:I.I.I- ~_-II . I <I|I- . .I.I-I-_.. . ._.I _._._.I.I-I.I. . . . .I.I. . . . .I. - . ._. . _. . , , . , , , , _ ,- I. _ .I. ,-_I,:,'_ ,5‘. _ , ,1,-
.I._._._._._._-I. I I.-I. I I -I- _.. . - . I. . . . . . .' '-' ‘ ‘.‘ ' ‘.'.'.‘.'
.I._.I._-_.I-_I_|:-I-I-I.‘ II‘ Q I. ,:_ :,f,:,I,:,:I:I I I . II -I I I .I.‘ ‘II I.I.I.I,
H+H+H+H+‘-' .e » > x+x+> --,; -:- » vr¢.+ H : sow.-.'.‘.'.'.'.'.'.‘,'.'.' - ' .* - - _-j .' . _ . - '. . ' .-
-‘-'-‘-'-‘-'-'-'-‘-‘-‘-‘ -'- -' '. .' . .'.'.‘.'.‘.' .'.'. .'.'. .'i'. .~I ' " - - -' - -‘-'-'l»'

III_IIII_I IIIIII -I-I-II_.IIIIIIIIIII_.. ._._._._._.I_ _.I .I.II.I.I.I.I,........... ..... . . . . . . .. .- .-...... ...... ,,_I,I__I,III_I-I_IIIIIIIII.I-IIIIIIII.III.IIIIII _._._._._._._.._._._._..-. ....,.,',,,,,.,,,'|‘.‘|......"..-.-...........,,,.......,.......I.I..I........‘.... . ---.._-.‘."."""""........,....._.III...I................I.--I I‘-"'-‘-"""' """""'IIIIIIYIIIIIII I.--..I~I-.I..I..II.....I-...-...'.'..‘..'..'...'.'.'.'," '., -.-,'.-I-,--'-,',--I-I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I-.I.I..I II.I..II. . . . .I-.II.I--I .- .I--...- . .... .. .........'.'.'.‘ .."mwmwmfliwh ¢fi@fiThWmWfiWnWHrnTflTHHU#i1mwm .Tfl'hU&'HUMI I I I I I I_IIIII_I:III -II _._._._._. .I. ._. . .I.I._I I. .I. .I.. .I._.I.I. . . . . I._. . . . .I - ..I. ._._._. ._-. .I-
'.'.“.".'.".'. .. . .I.I. '- .' '.'.'.' .' . . -,-.- -
-. . H . . . Q ,,

. - . - - . . >
. . . Y . - , In . .|I I I

.95. 7

555?ii555Z?§§i5i§i?i?i?i5‘5‘5’555‘i‘i‘55i‘5‘3 "ii§§l.”‘§ ' 1iii55‘5'5'5’???i55525252525}5??E55iiiiifiiliiiliiiléiiiiiiiiiiiiiEziziziziziziziziéiiiéiandEFENQWEieE§E1i¢ir£;i;?=5;E=i15;?iii5515:55;3;3;2;5;£;§;&;=;a;e;§;

.....I,,,..,,__._.......|...........I.I.-II----.... .... ... .II.II...I.-... .- ..-.-..... _ .I I.I.-....----..III--I--..-uI.o|.--...II.'I'.'I".'...I.’..II".-.I.-IIII-I-‘II--‘--'-' -'-~'---------I.-.II.--.-.--I---

 

SLEEPING WITH THE INDUSTRY
1

The Forest Service still servesmainly
as a conduit for timber industry ac-

tivities and profits, according to the Cen-
ter for Public Integrity (CPI). Its 87-page
report says the Clinton administration has
done little to change the Forest Service's
reputation as “one of the most misman-
aged, poorly led, politically manipulated
and corrupt agencies in federal govem-
ment.” s

The Forest Service was at one time
and probably is still the largest road-build-
ing agency in the world. , .

Surprise, surprise—-reform has come

slowly because the White House has been
unwilling to stand up to timber state poli-
ticians, CPI'said.

In Forest Service budgets, timber op-
erations get 70% of the money, and only
5% goes to preservation of fish, wildlife,
soil and water. I ~

I CPI tried to say something good but
was wrong: that the one clear step to-
wards reform has been the the elevation
of Jack Ward Thomas, a biologist.

-I-

“The basic CPI story comes to us courtesy
Northcoast Environmental Center, an APM
member group in Arcata, Ca.

Summer '94 Paving Moratorium Update and Auto-Free Times , page 19

DANNY MosEs

GREEN CANDIDATE FOR EcoToP1A
Daniel Moses, veteran publisher and

r editor of Sierra Club Books and now
ofEarth Island Press, is running for Lieu-
tenant Governor of California, represent-
ing the Green Party. For those of us who
have seen such books as the new coffee-
table masterpiece, Clearcut: The Tragedy
of Industrial Forestry, such a product,
which Moses had a hand in, is a testament
to his commitment and competence. (See
Clearcut stories on page 13.)

We take a little liberty in saying
Danny Moses is running in “Ecotopia,”
but one of the endorsers of hiscampaign
is Ernest Callenbach, the pro-paving-
moratoritun author of Ecotopia. Other
noteworthy endorsers include David
Brower, Gary Snyder, Carl Anthony, Jerry
Mander, Theodore Roszak, Randall
Hayes, Malcolm Margolin, and George
Sessions, known as deep ecologists and
students of native cultures.

The Update caught up with Danny at
a campaign stop in Arcata. (The first time
he met with us, he advised us on produc-
ing a Road-Buster's Guide which is on
our back-bumer due to lack of ftmding.)
We asked him to provide his positions on
roads and pavement. Right off the bat:
“I'm against the paving over of the state
of Califomia.” As our readers know, our
industrial govemment seems to be trying
to do just that, so his statement is no
attempt at middle-of-the-road fence-sit-
ting. _ l 5.

“Development is out of hand and ill-
conceived,” Moses said. “It needs to be
rethought.” Development needs to “origi-
nate in community and create economic
activity for the community, not for big
corporations which take money out of the
community.” He sees that latter corpo-
rate role as one of the prime functions of
current road building. Moses added that
“road projects are part of auto-mania.”
With this disease it is hard for us to “culti-
vate our relationship with the place we are
responsible for.” He says we need to
“decide democratically on road planning
and the scale of roads,” he said. The
concept of scale is a vital consideration
on any building projects. When things

are out of human scale, such as when a
road is so wide people can hardly cross it
and survive the ordeal, then it is not ap-
propriate development. Or, taking the
example ofa brewery, is it a microbrewery
for the community, or are we talking about
some distant corporate brewery that uses
extra oil to truck the brew to our palates?

The Update asked Moses, “How is
the change in society really going to come
about (aside from the obvious answer:
that his election would helpl)? Answer:
“A nonviolent political revolution, which
is underway. We can't evaluate precisely
ifwe are winning or not. So we just try to
doitu”

‘As we see, Moses is an alternative to
the “Republicratic” Party, which relies “on
the traditional assumption that increased
industrial growth (and high-tech commer-
cial fantasies like the information super-
highway) will solve all problems.”

The Native American model for
sustainability—harmony with nature, so-
cial justice, individual freedom and equal-
ity—is a part of the equation of getting
where our world needs to go. Not surpris-
ingly, Moses elaborates eloquently in that
regard. He tells of the direct connection,-
which Greens acknowledge, ofGreen Poli-
tics with Native Americans. “There is a
debt—the Great Spirit made the Earth,
which is our mother.” Moses closed with
a quote from a Hopi elder named Grand-
father DavidMononge: »

“The original instructions ofthe Creator
are universal and validfor all time. The
essence of these instructions is compas-
sion for all life and lovefor all Creation.
We must realize that we do not live in a
world ofdead matter but in a universe of
living spirit. ” J

For information on Moses for Lt. Gov.,
write to PO Box 411, Moss Beach, CA,
94038. R
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Roads disappear, and the caribou -wander
through.
The beaver gets tired of it, reaches
through the ice, grabs the trapper’s feet,
pulls him down.
Wolves come back on their own,
circle the state house, howl at the sports-
writers, .
piss on the ATVs. t
Trees grow everywhere.“
The machines stop,
and the air is full of birdsong.

- ‘Gary Lawless

EIPHEE SHUTTLE '=
' F'FlVE[] HHBITHT

The Space Shuttle's runway in Florida
was built amid swamps teeming with

alligators. i
That wasn't alright with folks in the

Alliance for a Paving Moratorium, right?
Right! For other species’ sakes, and for
our own sense of social priorities, run-
ways seem to need a morato- '
rium too—plus depaving.
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AUTIONl
HEAVY ToLL AHEAD

by Patrick Mitchell  
]:)uring the 1950s and ‘60s, southem

_ California’s smallest cotmty began
anera of big growth. As its name sug-
gests, Orange County was most famous
for its agricultural products, but was now
rapidly converting rows of orange trees
and strawberries to rows of single family
homes. Bedroom cities like Garden Grove
and Fountain Valley sprang up to serve
the needs of Los Angeles’ overflowing
population. In the process, thousands of
acres of valuable farm land and an un-
matched natural environment were being
destroyed. Freeways spread out from Los
Angeles in every direction, promoting fur-
ther urban sprawl. s

By the 1970s, most of the county’s
northem regionhad been converted from
agriculture to residential, and the devel-
opment industry had established control
ofboth the county’s economy and its poli-
tics. It became apparent during this same
decade, that to maintain the unprecedented
growth the county was experiencing,
southern Orange County would need to
come under the dozer’s blade. Communi-
ties were “plamred” then built, and free-
ways were extended. But it wasn't enough.
Huge tracts of wildemess were left un-
touched by arterialhighways, yet some-
day that land would need to be developed
to maintain a booming economy. Several
highways including part of the Pacific
Coast Freeway werepenciled in and for-
gotten about... almost. A

After another decade, development
moved farther from the center. Freeways
were widened more than lengthened-—
and more wilderness disappeared. The
time was coming to develop the most re-
mote areas in the county and those high-
ways first mentioned a decade earlier were
remembered. During the eighties, fund-
ing proposals to build these freeways were
twice put on the ballot and rejected by
Orange County residents. To induce
growth, it was decided that toll roads

would be built with developer financing.
In 1986 the Transportation Corridor Agen-
cies were created to oversee construction.
These toll roads will open up the last wild
land left in Orange County. V

By 1990, proposals for three toll roads
were unveiled to the public. One, the San
Joaquin Hills Transportation Corridor
(SJHTC), is to stretch from the University
ofCalifornia, Irvine-campus, to Interstate
5 in San Juan Capistrano. Construction
has begun on both ends of the SJI-ITC but
is barred in Laguna, Shady, and Bommer
Canyons by a temporary court injunction.
A decision is expected from the Judge at
any time. The road will destroy Califor-
nia gnatcatcher habitat as well as increase.
the pressure on numerous other sensitive
species. The run-off from the road will
increase pollution in streams and the
ocean. Other controversies surrounding
the road include questionable land acqui-
sitions, financial statements and the trans-
fer of a free road to one requiring a toll.

The Foothill Transportation
Corridor’s (FTC) proposed route runs
along the southeasternedge of the county
from the coast of northem San Diego
County to the quickly growing foothill
communities around El Toro. S Several
miles of the FTC have already been com-
pleted. The road, if completed, willcross
five regional parks or preserves, destroy-
ing habitat for mountain lions (cougars—-
see story in this issue), cactus wrens, ar-
royo toads and other endangered species.
Mello-Roos taxes are being used to build
both the San Joaquin Hills and Foothill
Toll Roads instead of providing sensible
transportation for communities.

Finally, the Eastern Transportation
Corridor (ETC) will take off where the
FTC leaves off, continuing across unde-
veloped land to State Highway H91. Due
to the topographic relief and geologic
make-up of the area, the road will be the
most difficult of the three to build. The
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ETC will also substantially shrink moun-
tain lion habitat, destroy coastal sage scrub,
and slice up regional parks. Some biolo-
gists believe this road may be the most
destructive of the three. A

All three toll roads are ecological di-
sasters that cannot be mitigated. A “no
jeopardy” ruling was given to the San
Joaquin Hills Toll Road even though it
goes against nearly every conservation
guideline set up by the Natural Commu-
nity Conservation Planning Act ofJ 1993.
NCCP is a voluntary state program de-
signed to protect coastal sage scrub habi-
tat, which the toll roads will dissect. Fear-
ing future problems, the TCA and the
Building Industry Association of South-
ern California recently succeeded in hav-
ing the California gnatcatcher taken off
the federal threatened species list. This
action opens the door to intensive grading
of coastal sage scrub, the gnatcatchers’
habitat.

Orange County’s toll roads have been
rejected at the ballot box, in the courts and
in the field. The Nat1n'alResources De-
fence Council (NRDC) has joined several
cities, home owners’ associations, and en-
viromnental groups in trying to stop the
roads. Orange County Earth First! has
been conducting a civil disobedience cam-
paign against the San Joaquin Hills and
Foothill Toll Roads for more than three
years —- the longest running anti-road cam-
paign in North America. There have been
nine arrests so far and all the defendants
are currently awaiting trial. An educa-
tional campaign to make residents aware
ofthe Eastem Transportation Corridor has
also been established with the hope of
stopping the road before it actually be-
gins. it p

See next pagefor more toll road
developments _
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 ACTION
If the Orange County [California] Toll

Roads are built, according to NRDC
lawyer Michael Fitts, “Tens, if not hun-
dreds, of thousands of additional cars will
be accommodated in a basin that is al-
ready choking with automobile-generated
smog.” Completion of the San Joaquin
Toll Road has been blocked by litigation
and a go-slow judge. Even so, these three
toll roads may well cost at least four bil-
lion dollars. Some local activists com-
plain that transportation for the 21st Cen-
tury is being held back.

One group, focused on stopping the
adverse effects to the ecosystem resulting
from toll-road construction, has been on
the front lines. While others have worked
behind the scenes to stop the tollroads,
Orange County Earth First! has staged two
high-profile direct actions against the Foot-
hill Toll Road east of - Laguna Hills this
year. S

On February 8, seven activists occu-
pied three cranes used in building a high-
way bridge across Arroyo Trabuco, a once-
healthy riparian area supposedly preserved
as mitigation for earlier development.
Forty participants shut down construction
for the entire day.

Action continued on March l0 with a
“crane sit” at the same location, inspired
by the successful February action. Under
cover of darkness and ‘fog, and equipped
with plenty of food and water, Earth First!
activists rigged a platform high atop a con-
struction crane. The crane sit was doomed,
however, due to the unfortunate combined
circumstances of the crane’s location next
to the highway bridge, the 50-foot height
of the bridge, and the location of the plat-
form on the crane allowed the boom of the
crane to be lowered to the top ofthe bridge,
where the cops stood. After roughly 30
hours,the crane sitter was neatly depos-
ited into the arms of the cops. But the
struggle continues.

From articles by PatrickMitchell and Craig
Beneville in the Earth First! Journal, and
other sources. See story on previous page.
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Beneath the metastisizing web, growing
ever more intricate, heavy, deep cutting 8.
tightly binding... I hear the voice of the
earth:  
From every road I bleed pure water and

time-begotten soil.
With each road I am cut open, wounded

and finally become something life
less and hard. '

Crushed rock asphalt concrete bring ma
chines and clocks and noisy death.
None of my children escape.

You who build the roads» l
Is it vengeance you are after,
vengeance for a self-imposed death!
ls vengeance the meaning of the moon

rising brown, of rivers murdered and
canyons flooded behind monstrous
walls!

ls vengeance the meaning of dioxin and
the dreary sameness of monocultured
field and forest and human habitat!

by Antulanan Fedu
r

You have become the toxic genitals of the
road. s

Are you sick with fear!
Fear which is the parent of control
and its offspring is death,
weaver of giant prison bars girding lush

green and desert alike.
The future of your fear is an earth with all
my life
neatly contained, a global jail.

It is not wealth the road brings, but bleak
impoverishment and everlasting loss-

Souless fruit of incessant scratching, the
alchemy bom of rootlessness.

\/\/hat can remain in its rhythm and place
with the coming of a road!

\/\/hat can live sliced into parts, divided
by this obsessive geometry of
control! .
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Foothill Tollroad construction site, February 8th, I994. Day long Earth First! action.
A Photo by Randy Ghent
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DAVID ‘CAR-FREE CITIES’ ENGWICHT
Planning plans out the con-

tribution ofthose outside of
the status quo, and they are the
majority,” said Australian au-
thor David Engwicht in Seattle
on April 13, 1994. For his six-
week tour of U.S. and Cana-

cities to boost the auto-
free cities movement, he gave
46 presentations plus numerous
media interviews. Activists are
indebted to him for his energy
and his popular book, Reclaim-
ing Our Cities and Towns: Bet-
ter Living With Less Trajfic.

APM co-sponsored his
talks in San Francisco and Oak-
land. His charm before an au-
dience is partly a matter of of-
fering observations that we all
should have noticed, but didn’t.
For example, the foot traffic of
a walking street is the main at-
traction for outdoor cafe cus- reduces tra}j’ic—the corollary of

H . ‘l in E — .

tomers, so, all the chairs face
the street. Or, the height of a
retaining wall around a tree at a
plaza can either be something
that serves as a seat or deliber-
ately discourages seating (as in
Arcata, Calif.). On la town
square, movable chairs are more
conducive to people .meeting
and talking than concrete or
nailed-down chairs.

A vibrant city has myriad
unplanned exchanges between
people, resulting in more inter-
actions than when people set
out in their cars for an errand.
Relationships of city compo-
nents are what count, so build-
ing a light rail line for citizens
just to get from one point to
another doesn’t a fair city make.

Engwicht offers data that
show that reducing road space
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“traffic generation,” which en-
gineers call the law (that says
“build it and they will come.”

Engwicht passes along encour-
agement on how to beat city
hall (which he does Down Un-
der): know first how you in-
tend to win, and don’t let the

T
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Winchester, Virginia auto-free walking street
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pavers and auto-worhippers set
up the grounds of debate even
by setting up the public inquir-
ies. As to fundraising, he says
“do the event, or publish the
book, then ask the community
you’re serving to pay for it.” ,
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'Clean-car bashing has become a cam-
paign in the Alliance for a Paving

Moratorium. Since our Update #4, sens-
ing the leanings of a Clinton administra-
tion, we have put out the waming on “clean
cars.” One example ofgiving activists our
position is when we qualified our support
for Sun Day: no car-promotion. .

Any kind of car means pavement.
Even without the pressure for road build-
ing and parking lots, any kind of car fleet
is unsustainable transportation——due to our
population size. The resources-—prima-
rily petroleum-—aren’t there in the long
haul for car materials (plastic parts, tires)
or the road itself (asphalt). Gravel extrac-
tion has gone overboard and harms rivers.

The two biggest pushes in the electric
car fiasco-in-the-making come from the
state of California and the Pentagon. In
Califomia, 40,000 vehicles are to be elec-
tric by the year 1998. The news-media
stories pit state bureaucrats (backed osten-
sibly by environmentalists) against De-
troit auto-executives—but there is no main-
stream press against cars in general. p A
contest is portrayed whereby Detroit is
“defeated” and forced tobuild electric cars,
which it wants to do anyway as increas-
ingly depleted oil for fuel is unessential.
The other big push is the development of
electric cars by the Defense and Energy
Departments: a “military/industrial alli-
ance,” said the New York Times.

Although by definition a fascistic state
of affairs, that alliance is acceptable to
many environmentalists because the Earth
is supposed to benefit; after all, solar tech-
nologies came from the space program.
Watch this situation, and question author-
ity. Question technology, too—that’s the
same thing in most cases.

We have tried setting Al Gore straight.
However, the only sure “hit,” after our
unanswered letters, faxes and his tiresome
form-letter responses, was in December
when he was in Buenos Aires. l There our

I2
THE ELECTRIC CAR NON-SOLUTION GRQNINGEN, HOLLAND

correspondent Raul Riutor, after being
frisked, handed him our Update #5_<>p<-mi
to the page with the “Letter to Al Gore.”

At auto shows our people attend with
our literature. We have written to the
Electric Auto Assoc. to ask them to com-
ment on our concerns, but we never got a
reply. We try to influence techno-fix en-
vironmentalist organizations as to the
drawbacks of electric vehicles, but this is
not popular to take up. They think they
might lose major funding. Or, they are
just working on atmosphere issues. In gen-
eral, the environmental movement is to a
great extent that which is fundable.
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The auto-free movement seems to
have originated from bicyclist groups, and
we have embraced it wholeheartedly. The
movement is building very slowly, partly
because so-called leaders in the U.S. turn
a blind eye to the beauty of car-free cities
around the world. t

To overcome this, APM has started
producing a booklet to convince decision
makers and merchants that there is healthy
living and much commerce from maxi-
mizing pedestrian and bike-riding custom-
ers—instead of space-wasting killing ma-
chines. For two years our magazine has
requested car-free-city photographs and
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ROLLS ALONG BY BIKE
Sixteen years ago The Netherlands’ sixth

largest city started digging up its city-
center streets to achieve the “compact city.”
ln 1992, Groningen embarked on the cre-
ation of a car-tree city center.

“This is not an environmental program,"
says senior city planner Gerrit van Werven.
“lt is an economic program. We are boost-
ing iobs and business. Planning for the
bicycle is cheaper than planning for the car."

One result is the the city of 170,000
now has the highest level of bicycle use in
the West, at 57%.

_ Rents are among the highest in the Neth-
erlands, and the outflow of population has
been reversed. Businesses, once in revolt
against car restraint, clamour tor more.

Like the Netherlands nationally,
Groningen backs bicycles because oi tears
about car growth. its 10-year bicycle invest-
ment costs twenty million pounds Sterling,
yet every commuter car off the road saves
170 pounds a year in hiddencosts such as
noise, pollution, parking and health.

 - from SPOKES, Edinburgh, UK tall ‘93.
'\.|

t

Meanwhile, in Chicago, merchants want pe-
destrian State Street de-mailed.

“Once cars are on the street... people
will feel a lot more comfortable,” pronounced
a department store president, Dan Skoda.

There is a trolley system, the “Circula-
tor," coming to State Street starting by the
end of 1995. So, there is hope for being car-
tree in Chicago.  ,
 

drawings. They have hardly come in. So,
readers, please heed this call and send what
you can find or spare.

Please show this magazine to others.
Fighting roads and parking lots must be
complemented by examples ofpositive al-
ternatives to roads and cars: car-free zones,
depaving, and human-powered transpor-
tation. Hey, what a movement! in
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RENEWABLE ENERGY LOCOMOTIVES
The Department of Energy

has a budget for a trans-
portation fuel cell program.
This means trains powered not
by diesel, coal or electric-util-
ity power, but hydrogen derived
from solar photovoltaic energy.

In this federal fuel cell pro-
gram, thereis “a specific allo-
cation in early 1994 for a loco-
motive application,” according
to a memo from the chairman
ofCalifornia’s South Coast Air
Quality Management District.
He wrote the memo to his Lo-
comotive Propulsion Systems
Task Force members in June of
1993.

Phase One of the project
for the fuel cell was to have up
to $1 million from various
sources to conduct a detailed
feasibility and engineering
study. Then for Phase Two
there is to be federal funding
and competitive bidding, cul-
minating in the actual develop-
ment and demonstration of a
proof-of-concept fuel cell lo-
comotive. “All aboooard!”

He" P'w"@~' (514) 598-7365 lU$$EI-LWAKERNTJCCARLESSNESSCIF3
 

CARs ARE DEADLIER THAN
AK-47s IN SoUTH AFRICA

Tin New York Times re- blacks—the poor who have one
ported last December that car per hundred persons (com-

in South Africa the automobile pared to the whites, half of
death toll for 1993 will be about whom have cars)—are said to
10,000, three timesthe
number dying in politi-  
cal violence.

This is the worst
nation for per-capita car
death in the world. But
a psychiatrist in Pretoria
specializing in the ef- .
fects of violence con-
tends that- the highway
carnage is just a symp-
tom of the country’s
frustrations engendered
by apartheid and uncer- -,_
tainty. R

The drivers have easy-to-
obtain licenses oftentimes. So,
a prominent lawyer blames the
higher fatality rate on poorer
drivers than Europe, say.

Then, to blame the victim,

I

Illustration by Andy Singer

bring inordinate death rates
upon themselves by staggering
from tavern to tavern drunk
across the killing roads.

Just the same——CARS
KILL. - JCL
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CoUCARs’ WoRsT ENEMY IN
SCUTHERN CALIFCRNIA: CARS

Biologists tracked over 30
cougars in the Santa Ana

Mountains, in the southern Cali-
fornia counties of Orange, Riv-
erside and San Diego.

The cats have died off to a
total population size of 25 to
40. The Los Angeles Times re-
ported that the cougar’s great-
est threat is not gunshot wounds
or disease but traffic.

This cougar population is
in danger of extinction “due to
habitat loss and fragmentation,”
said a researcher for the study,

which was funded by the state
Fish and Game Dept. and Or-
ange County. The study could
only recommend a fence to be
built along Interstate 15. The
study and the Times seemed to
resign all of us species to just
more “growth.”

The cougars in the study
were remarkably adept at avoid-
ing hu-mans. One cougar had
received a broken leg from a
car. It survived and healed, only
to get hit by a car and die over a
year later. - JCL
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TowARD CAR-FREE LIVING  
A PERsoNAL HIsToRY AND PERSPECTIVE  

As one species among millions that
share the planet we are now ap-

proaching six billion in number. We are
large primates, clever, and we have ex-
tended the range of what our physical
bodies can do in myriad ways utilizing a
wondrous intelligence. As our numbers
have increased, so too has our technology
accelerated and increased in complexity.
There is one pathway though, in which
our technology has stood relatively still
even in the midst of the_miracles of com-
puterization and miniaturization. That is
the fossil-fueled vehicle that requires Vast
areas of the surface of our planets to be
covered over. I  

Those of us raised in the 1950s and
‘60s watched cartoons on television (e.g.,
The Jetsons) that suggested we would all
be flying through the air to work in a few
decades. Though commuter flights are
now an everyday occurrence, our primary
mode oftransportation bears more ‘resem-
blance to a Model T than anything we
imagined we would be using as transport
today near the turn of the century. Across
the country, good mass transit is hard to
find, and in contrast to China, the bicycle
is still regarded more as a recreational
device than a serious means oftransporta-
tion.

Dependence on the automobile takes
its toll and has an impact that few ques-
tion, even when the brown haze and daily
gridlock ofcity traffic all but induces psy-
chosis and delirium (or just plain chronic
car fatigue syndrome). We lead busy lives
scurrying to and fi'o carrying on our chores,
our routines, and for the fortunate, long-
distance vacations and travel. Why should
we question where it is we are driving to,
when it seems that the task ahead is merely
to get on the road, stay in the best lane and
simply get there, hopefully unscathed and
in one piece? A

Since July of1992 I have not owned a
car. I am now forty one years old with a
twenty-year history ofcar ownership. The
private ownership of a car era is now over
for me and so is my twenty-year love

by Randy Crutcher

affair with the automobile. Though
“breaking up is hard to do,” I now. see
driving a car as the most toxic thing we do
as human beings, a thing that both for our
individual lives and cumulatively makes
a huge difference. I don’t like boring
people with statistics they won’t remem-
ber, but with a minimum amount of re-
search I have discovered that the average-
size vehicle emits five tons of carbon di-
oxide into our atmosphere a year in addi-
tion to a whole host of other toxins. With
millions ofcars on the road this spells bad
air in the short term and climate change
in the long term. I am really not a chronic
doomsayer, but climate change inevitably
spells disaster for us all. Even if all the
cars were electric, the pollutants spewed
into our lungs and the planet’s, from new
road and highway construction, are alarm-
ing in quantity and effect. All cars pose a
major hazard to public health; it is well
documented by the scientific community,
though you won’t see the findings in the
headlines. People on the board of direc-
tors of car and newspa- j

In more than one seat.
I have become

aware of the toxins ,
within the liquid fuel we j
casually handle at the
pumps, one of the most
deadly of which is ben-
zene, a carcinogen that
stays in the body for 1
to 2 days after one ex-
posure. There are tox-
ins in the pavement ev-
ery day being spread
over more and more
fannland and forest, pol-
luting ground water, sur-
face streams and the in-
visible airshed.

A widespread sta-
tistic that does stick for
me is the fact that the
U.S. has only 5% of the
world’s humans but that — :~as

per companies often sit sh’ARF1 I t

these humans are using a third of the natu-
ral resources currently being mined,
milled, then used for manufacture glo-
bally. We now live in a country where
mini-storage has become a more fail-safe
business than mortuaries. There is no
question that automobile manufact1u'ing—
with its voracious appetite for so many of
these materials———is a huge share of this
overconsumption. And the many toxic
byproducts ofmanufacture have yet to be
dealt with in safe and creative ways. We
have begun to develop the means to re-
cycle some of the materials of defunct
and unusable vehicles, but we continue to
produce and sell faster than we recycle--
leaving us with more and more cars on
the road and in the parking lot by the
minute. ,  

Though not usually thought of as
“toxic,” there are social and psychologi-
cal costs that go with car ownership. More
and more I have begun to notice how
owning my own personal automobile as-
sisted in fitting me into an unconscious



page 26 _ i
r

f

Summer '94 Paving Moratorium Update and Auto-Free Times

but measured system of time and space,
usually someone else’s idea of “on time”
and in someone else’s space... a school,
an office, a factory, a store. It has caused
me to seriously question the assumption
that the automobile has given us more
individual freedom- Freedom from and
for what?

My perception of the outdoor world
is shaped by an intimate relationship with
a car. The scenes pass by in a blur when
I’m in an auto and I am focused on stay-
ing within white, blue and gold lines, at
first paying attention to street and
highway signs but eventually com-
mitting those to my unconscious.
Sometimes I can arrive at a destina-
tion not remembering where I had
just been! I don’t think I’m the only
one making this observation about
my sanity. When I am in an auto I
am living in the future, undaunted
by the elements, unaware of most,
sensations, sealed in isolation from
my present time, self and others.

As with most U.S. motorists,
the lion’s share ofhours‘I have driven
have been alone. With the excep-
tion of traffic jams and gridlock, I
must admit many ofthose hours have
been pleasant ones with music in
my ears and new horizons constantly
darting in front ofmy eyes. (What a
match with television). Without a
doubt there is a certain addictive
quality to the experience. At times
it has reminded me of a similar feel-
ing of wanting processed sugar or
alcohol, two other things the body does
not need for its nutrition and liveliness.

So where did this romance. with cars
really take hold? Growing up, some of
the most miserable time spent with my
siblings was when we were cooped up in
the family car on fast-lane national park
vacations. To deal with the creeping bore-
dom of the endless hours between desti-
nations, we’d invent car license plate
games. Some rides were thrills but I think
we had as much or more fun on our skates,
scooters, skateboards, sleds, skis and just
plain running around. We were free! 1

As an adolescent there was tremen-
dous peer pressure to own a car to demon-
strate one’s power, prestige, maturity,
“adultness.” Owning a car signified a rite
of passage in a society where even one’s

W

first sexual intercourse took a back seat in
significance, particularly for many non-
academically oriented kids, certainly for
boys pushed to find some way ofexpress-
ing their “manhood and independence.”
Popular music, comic books, novels,
magazines... we were saturated with car
lore long before the hormones began to
pump, lubricating our desires for instant
mobility and speed.

1 I was not part of the hard-core car-
owning “in-crowd.” My parents were not
eager to push me into the ranks of teens
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control standards.) You work to buy the
car. You drive to work. You work to
drive. A slightly different excursion,
though still part ofthe great highway main-
stream, is to own one used car after an-
other. Then you work to pay for expen-
sive parts. If you do the work yourself,
you spend even more time with your car.
If you don’t have better things to do, this
works out just fine. If you are oriented
toward relationships with people and other
activities, you have a conflict and wonder
where the time goes. I l

So how does one leave the
physically and emotionally addic-
tive, the environmentally disastrous
gridlock of automobile ownership
in a world where “everyone is do-
ing it,” where we have let real-es-
tate developers and government in-
stitutions haphazardly create com-
munities that lack adequate altema-
tives to the single passenger car?
We have developed an entire

A economy based on automobile pro-
“, duction and sales. (Any doubts?

Calculate the proportion of TV ads
for cars to all other products we are

viewing.)
For me, becoming car-free has

required a re-ordering of many pri-
orities, a substantial change in
lifestyle. One thing about opting
for carlessness is the astonishing dis-
covery of the car as the central or-

’I'”"IER ganizing principle of modem life.
Ff

with wheels. Maybe they knew too much
about the death toll for those experiment-
ing with too many things at the same time,
the power of a gas pedal and alcohol and
trying to “be somebody, be cool.”

“It wasn’t until my second year in
college after I had moved to the suburban
“ countryside” outside a college town that
I had my first wheels. As a young adult I
became simultaneously suburbanized and
auto dependent. I had partially avoided a
cycle which I saw many of my friends
beg-in at 16 and continue into middle age.
It goes something like this: You work to
pay for a car, its maintenance, fuel and
insurance. You drive to work to earn
more money (spending more life energy)
to buy a nicer car. (Now in California it
has to be newer to meet stricter emission

You could guess this without being
a brilliant behavioral or social scientist,
but when you go without, you really “feel”
it. Like when your car is in the shop, only
now it will never leave the shop.

I decided I would no longer work the
hours necessary to pay for a car, updating
to a newer model, maintenance, fuel, in-
surance. This allows me to work fewer
hours. (In a failing economy where many
workers are now forced “into part-time
work, you could say I was system-as-
sisted.) I could now use the time for
something else: gardening, community
service, hiking, reading, contemplating
mine and other’s navels, and writing this
article. I discovered all the useless. trips I
took going places that were not necessary
and saved evenmore time and money. I

Continued on Page 35
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BABOONS Hou) FUNERAL
In Uganda’s Busitema forest over 400 baboons gathered
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many baboons had a begging site.
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When the gocll is clean air 1
We are a nation of dreamers and doers with a history steeped in techno-
logical accomplishments. But we have to be careful that our past suc-
cesses in some areas don't blind us to the realities of what we can expect
to accomplish in others.  .

A case in point has to do with simplistic solutions to the clean air
problem—like the electric car, for example. There's no doubt every ave-
nue should be explored, every road tried. But if we as a nation start to
think the electric car today is a viable highway to clean air, we are in for a
sad awakening.

For one thing. electric cars are not pollution-tree. Both the manu-
facture of electricity and production oi the required batteries involve cer-
tain amounts of emissions and other pollution, some of which can be
quite burdensome. For another, electric cars are expected to be signifi-
cantly more expensive than conventional automobiles. What's more,
their performance is severely limited. So, until new technology lsgtorth-__ ]()()_()()() miles _ the equh,a|enl of
coming and the cost of electric cars can be substantially reduced. and
until their range is dramatically improved, there will be many better, more
cost-effective ways to improve air quality. I
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L.A. ’ s TRANSIT DISASTER POST—EARTHQUAKE
Los Angeles’ Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority (MTA), despite the mas-
sive earthquake January 17, is clinging to
HOV (high occupancy vehicle) lane con-
struction. Meanwhile, equally irksome is
that MTA has committed a series of actions
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to stifle public input into
One reason for such steps  
outlook for transit is not
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. The MTA held a hearing on April
23 to consider fare iniiieases and drastic
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service cuts of bus rail service. One
proposal was to completifély eliminate week-

After the underscored
the need for alternatives I'I'I'I'I'I'I'I Q-I-I
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by Pat Moser

ously, public speakers could comment on
every agenda item before the full MTA
Board and all its committees. Under the
new policy, speakers can talk on only one
"em for "P to three ____.

quake increased
buses? Emergencydollars from the Fedeialztz
Emergency Management Agency ran out
March 31. But MTA has continued,m"ostIIof.
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order to reduce traffic and air pollution, and
to save tax-payers’ dollars. Some of this
$315 million could be transfered to bus and
train service and bike/walking paths. MTA
has shown by its actions that its main prior-
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rail is now under construction.

“being that the city of South
has for decades. The first
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MTA has a $100
itiwsays. But highways such as
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geles: Radical Solutionsfor Car-Departdeiiiifiwii
Motorists After the Quake - Ed.]

_ It is especially ominous that the MTA
voted in.March of this year to emasculate
public comment to the minimtun. Previ-
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highway funds for 88 miles of HOV con-
struction. This is for new lanes, when HOV
should be created out of existing lanes in
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result. Transit sys-
if they Offer full Ser-
to count on it for all

for commuting-
 MTA has $315 million Trans'it“"'i'§€l'dvbcates, an Alliance for a Paving

Moratorium member group. He and SCTA can
be reached at P. 0. Box 41198, Los Angeles,
Calif 90041-0109. I  y

HEALING L.A.
RADICAL SOLUTIONS FOR CAR-

~DEPENDENT MoToRIsTs AFTERQUAKE
To respond to the urgings ofAPMgroups

after the January 6. 6 Richer-scale earth-
quake in northern Los Angeles, Jan Lundberg
wrote thefollowingpaper which was widely
distributed. The first reaction many of us
had was, Wow, look at that nice freeway
damage! Neither nihilistic nor
sionate, we were glad to see
transportation revealed

reprinted in the only of
member groups utilized
southern California
ies oftheoriginal

Perhaps the changes you really
likeIt0......see—and more--—for the
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one for the
What is standing

and
 I funds end the

to

tutes real change? Let us also ask if L.A.’s
inhabitants, not just commuters, are well
served by more federal (deficit) spending to
merely replace freeway rubble and toss a
few crumbs toward trains and buses.

Ifthe freeways shouldn’t have been built
in the first place, why rebuild them?
Are we really stuck with freeways? There is
a need to move today’s food in trucks on a
freeway network; essential repair is some-
thing no one is against. But rather than
forever “kissing asphalt” and sucking ex-

is a better approach for a better
The changes needed in L.A.

and include a range
and long-termpolicies-

Cars and buses "°"eY
Copy ofthefive-Pose °1d Red Car ‘ail SYS‘°m-
to APM
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[Following is the
cover-sheet for activists (media
ent intro.), then the opening
then the headings.]

Over a dozen
collapses in one city gets people thinking)“
and behaving differently. But what consti-

7.3 billion gallons of
In I traffic delays alone I Re-

L.A. Bicyclization O Paving
for fundamental change

i0'iiStreamline travel in the meantime
K , Continued nextpage
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MEET “ALARJV UK”
APM ALTER Eco HITS BRITAIN

by Randy Ghent I
In what they call “an unprecedented and

I extraordinary alliance of more than 250
commtmity groups,” British activists have
formed the ALARM UK--The Alli-
ance Against Road Building-—-in
order to fight new road
schemes in a united front.

Formed in 1991, this al-
liance encompasses every-
one from “deep green di-
rect actioneers who have
found a cause to rally
round, to the Tory Gentry
whose green and pleasant
land is threatened by new
roads,” according to a recent
communique to APM.

The road-fighting movement is quite
strong and gaining momentum in Britain,
having sustained major campaigns such as
Twyford Down (just east of Winchester in
Hampshire), the M11 Link Road (East Lon-
don). “A whole series ofmajor road projects
have been dropped as local people mounted
radical, imaginative campaigns that forced
local politicians to back them,” exclaimed
Jonathan Bray of ALARM UK. A

Twyford Down, the largest campaign thus
far, served as a breeding ground (figura-
tively, of course) for anti-road activists who
have continued on to initiate other road fights
across the United Kingdom. Twyford is one
of the last known habitats of the chalk blue
butterfly and six different species oforchids.
Also at issue are two ancient monuments: an

-2 ‘lief1*

QUAKE SOLUTIONS
Continuedfrom previous page

0 Crisis-management efforts to ensure sta-
tus quo 0 Business is usual 0 Silver lining
for commuters Advantages of rail and bikes,
not “clean vehicles" O‘DOWn the road Con-
sider the 7th generation; L.A. basin is vastly
overpopulated I Ironies point to change I
Restructuring via ecozoning, not high-tech;
limits of telecommuting 0 New vision for
L.A. and beyond Economic survival through
ecologically intelligent living O Depaving
Redeveloping sprawl; restoring the ecosys-
tem. A

Iron Age village and the Dongas—--me-
dieval roadway ruins. Ironically,
Twyford was intended by its former

owners to be permanently pro-
tected from urban sprawl,

so it was placedsin the
trust of Winchester
College in the 1920s.
But the college caved
in to pressure from
Tarmac (the U.K.’s
biggest road-building
corporation) and the

government’s Depart-
ment of Transport. A1-

though completion of the
“M3 Road” through Twyford

is expected by the end of the year,
actions throughout 1993, starting Feb.
2, involved hundreds and received
widespread local and national support.
According to The Economist, a national
weekly magazine: I

(“Protesting about new roads‘ has
become that rarest of British phenom-
ena, a truly populist movement drawing
supporters from all walks of life.”

This has also definitely been the
case in East London, where the M11
Link Road connects the “unfashionable”
communities of Leytonstone and
Wanstead. Since construction began on
the M11 in Sept. 1993, work is five
months behind schedule due to daily ac-
tions by hundreds of local citizens. This
means that, in seven months, only two
months of road work has been accom-
plished. (See Earth Island Journal’s
Spring ‘94 issue on Wanstead. -ed.)

Another major road battle is now
being waged in southwestern city of
Bath, where the middle class have joined
young, idealistic activists en masse to
protect the beautiful Solsbury Hill open
space from another govemment road
scheme. R

John Stewart ofALARM UK main-
tains that such road fights exemplify how
British environmentalists now see roads
as the biggest threat to the environment.

Taking on this battle, however, is
no small committment; the national roads

1-
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“It is no longer a case ofdo-
ing a bit of bulldozing and
slapping down some tarmac.
Now you have to be prepared
to go to war on behalfof the
car ” I ,

- the Independent

program was described by the government
minister who launched it as “the largest
since the Romans.” Nonetheless, this
doesn’t seem to be preventing British road
fighters from being among the most suc-
cessful in the world. I I

“Since Twyford,” Stewart contends,
“the government has to seriously consider
the possibility of widespread direct action
when planning a new road scheme.” The
Independent, a national daily newspaper,
concurs:

“This is what it takes to build a road in
1994: It is no longer a case of doing a bit
of bulldozing and slapping down some
tarmac. Now you have to be prepared to
go to war on behalf of the car.” it
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 DEPAVING BEGINNINGS
Richard Register founded Urban Ecol-
ogy, which brought about the world ’s
first Ecocity Conference in I990. He later
founded Ecocity Builders in Oakland,
California. He is completing the defini-
tive book on ecocities.

Jan asked me to talk about my depaving
exploits -- “you're the depaving king,

the guru,” he told me. “Tell us how you
got started and what it means to you.”

Okay, but first we have to get some-
thing straight. Nobody has done much
depaving-—yet. Certainly I haven’t.
Meantime suburban sprawl paves over at
least a million new acres of agricultural
land every year in this country and prob-
ably a similar amount of natural, range
and forest land. In addition, paving roads
into natural areas denatures them almost
overnight, contributes to species extinc-
tions, and provides a reverse conveyor
belt that sits frozen in place while steel
and glass objects hurtle across it propelled
by gasoline. Roads and vehicles kill a
quarter million people a year world-wide,
contaminating water via run-off and air
via burning up.the fossil petroleum that
took 150 million years for the biosphere
and lithosphere to cook up. Fossil petro-
leum is now disappearing at about one
million years deposition per year, while
changing the climate and, bizarrely, be-
stowing such scourges to the planet as the
depletion ofthe ozone layer especially via
automobile air conditioners. The destruc-
tive influence ofcars and roads permeates
society so thoroughly that it destroys com-
pletely and diabolically. For example,
remember“ the captive breeding program
to rescue the California condor from ex-
tinction? Two were released recently-
one died drinking antifreeze! T I

I got started in depaving because I
thought this was a pretty awful story. I
was trying to build the positive alterna-
tive, but something was always in the
way: sprawl, paving, car and oil industry
advertising, bad personal transportation
habits, and much more. As some readers
know, I am identified with building a new

by Richard Register
kind of town, the ecologically healthy
community. I write books on “ecocities”
and promote such built habitats.

I I have for decades believed ‘that the
built habitat of humanity was wildly out
of balance with nature. It is a big secret
that this disastrous city structure is the
foundation for the vast majority of other
problems we suffer enviromnentally and
socially. The city is the home of the
Population, the engine of Affluence and
that to which the Technologies are at-
tached in Paul Ehrlich’s formula: Human
Impact = PAT. He misses the built com-
munity; leaving out entirely the land usel
infrastructure, which I  call the
“landustructure” of the community, the
anatomy of the living community--that
physical body which we create and take
so much for granted. l

The foundation of so many disasters
is in the structure of our cities. The ad-
dicts--A-us car drivers—-don’t want to hear
about it. There is an agreement of silence
on the subject. Politicians don’t bring it
up for fear of alienating their electorate.
The fearful people who have bought into
today’sneighborhoods (and -

and its infiastructure, they are blind to the
fact that the entire construction andmain-
tenance of suburbia is all part of the same
thing. A I r r -

It is the Four-Headed Monster of the
Twentieth Century Apocalypse: the earl
sprawl/highways/oil complex, held to--
gether largely by television which pro-
vides a vicarious, counterfeit “commu-
nity feeling.” The Monster is defended
by the American military whose most re-
cent big action was to keep oil cheap, at
the cost of arotmd 170,000 lives, where
oil doth ooze. That Four-Headed Mon-
stern, craving dozens of channels of vapid
TV and oceans of fiery gasoline, is the
body of our city. Pull out any one of the
integral parts and it tends to fall apart. So,
as part of the effort to transform cities, it
was only natural to try to roll back that
asphalt mattress suffocating ever more life
on Earth.

I haven’t thought about my own early
involvement in depaving for a long time,
but now that I do, just for this fine journal,
I realize it goes back to the first evil words
I heard against cars that issued from my

change now that they have  .
recoil at the thought of any z \ il-

theirs) won't hear a word
of it. The one out of six
people who make their liv-
ing working directly for
cars, oil and highways don’t
want to hear about it. And
the millions. of others who
can't imagine another life
or who simply can’t drive
out to their logging job or
from their farm to market
can’t imagine life any other
way. Incidentally, I worked
for a logging company once
myself -— my partner was
killed in a car accident on
the way to the same job the
following year. When stat-
isticians are calculating that
one out of six Americans
make their living on the car

iqr —i _____ '1 -_- 17. ___.-. __ 11Ir§I._""' _ _ _____'
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architect father who loved carless areas of
European cities, and from Paolo Soleri,
who in 1965 proposed totally carless cit-
ies to my receptive 21-year-old ears.

The thinking started to get real when
I was promoting the idea for a world holi-
day on the equinoxes--that is, unlike the
April Earth Day--in the natural cycles of
our planet. I was planning an event in
1970 with Robin Cranston, Senator Alan’s
son. Robin was a wild man. Robin and I
drove to a donated office in Universal
Studios, next door to Paul Newmanls of-
fice, to plan the equinox event. My car
had no brakes because I had no money.

It was probably on one of those car
trips—a silver lining on the dark cloud--
that we brainstormed the depaving idea
into its first clear image. To us it looked
like fun. We had heard of a big airfield
that had been abandoned. Maybe, said
Robin, we could have a gigantic rock con-
cert to tear up the artificial rock there, like
Woodstock, which had happened just one
year earlier, but a Woodstock that would
do as well as say something. Fresh in our
mind was Joni Mitchell’s.recent song,
“Yellow Taxi,” with the immortal lines,
“Don’t it always seem to go/ that you
don’t know what you’ve got ‘tilit’s gone/
they pave paradise, put up a parking lot.”
But this colossal depaving scheme was
too big and complex for us. A good idea,
though. I hope we can do it on some
nasty freewayisome day.

It was about then that oil-company
chemists were experimenting with micro-
organisms that they said would eat up oil
in water, which of course would make
ecological virtue of oil spills, since those
petrol-stuffed microbes would happily
enter the bottom of the food chain and
work their way up to turtles and rare co-
elacanths and the like: “oil as nourish-
ment” or maybe “wildlife fertilizer.”
Robin said he had a friend in Australia
who reported that there was a very small
beetle there that nibbled the oily asphalt
substance between grains of sand andag-
gregate inasphalt highways, and we did a
lot of gleeful plotting over how to get the
critter up from down under to eat up
American highways and sprawl. Unfor-
tunately, his contact did not re-material-
ize, and the savior bugs never turned up in
mail boxes or international luggage, nei-
ther as eggs, larva nor adults. The top

secret import effort was put on ice and a
few years later Robin was killed by-a car
before we could re-brainstormait, the same
year my logging friend was killed. When
Alan and Robin Cranston stepped out of a
restaurant in Los Angeles, Robin volun-
teered to drive the car, stepped up to the
door and was swept away before his fa-
ther’s very eyes by another car.  A1 Gore
saw his own son treated so shabbily and
violently a few years later, a turning point
in his life he says in Earth in the Balance.
Maybe he’ll be a depaving ally some day.

 

So, as part ofthe effort
 to transform cities, it
was only natural to try
to roll back that asphalt

mattress suffocating ever
more life on Earth.
 

Robin’s death didn’t prevent me from
actually trying outsome depaving, in fact
I did that even before he was killed. At
the time, Earth Day, 1974-—that’s what
we called the March equinox that year-
Robin was off doing something else but I
had been hired by the San Diego Ecology
Center to organize an exhibition and se-
ries of talks and actions called “Energy
Coming and Going: Transportation Alter-
natives for a Better Future” which started
off at a local shopping center and ended
up on the San Diego State College cam-
pus. I talked the manager of the Lutheran
Campus Center there into depaving about
six parking spaces in frontof his build-
ing—and we did. It was all part of the
many events of Earth Week bringing at-
tention to bicycles, transit, solar, wave
power, biogas production, recycling, new
and traditional kinds of architecture, and
agriculture, military energy use and pol-
lution, whole systems planning and so on.
We had Soleri, solar energy pioneers
Harold Hay and Steve Baer, an actual
nuclear power plant designer, some stuffy
bureaucrats, effusive New Age types, and
many other speakers. Gary Snyder came
down to put us in the mood. Even now-
govemor Pete Wilson, friend of nature
and other alien forces, then mayor of San
Diego, signed a declaration in support of

_ S

our event. At the depaving site, where
asphalt cracked up so satisfyingly, we
planted the kind of food the ancient locals
used to plant, and celebrated organic din-
ner at the center with Snyder and all us
activists.

That was my Depaving #1. The me-
dia loved it. Along with tearing up sev-
eral lawns in suburbia to plant shocking
rowsof corn, peas and melons, we had,
with our depaving, entered the frontal as-
sault against apple pie, motherhood and
suburbs all in one swoop.

s Many years went by. I founded an
organization called Urban Ecology with a
handfull of wild-eyed friends of Paolo
Soleri’s Arcosanti project in 1975 but not
until 1981 did my anti-suburban bad habit
emerge publicly again. Though the group
talked endlessly against cars, sprawl, free-
ways and oil, it was only when the organi-
zation bought ea house in Berkeley that
depaving was made possible. I

We could have depaved by changing
city policy, but we were not powerful
enough to rewrite substantial city codes.
True, we did in a sense depave a 360-
horse-power Pontiac GTO, by cutting off
its roofwith an acetylene torch and filling
its hood, trunk and passenger compart-
ment with earth and living vegetables and
flowers. It was the famous Vegetable
Car, monument to the automobile’s first
kill, H.H. Bliss, run over by an electric
taxi, on September I3, 1899, at Central
Park West and 74:11 st, NewYork City—
just, a few steps from the spot where John
Lennon was shot to death. ”

The Vegetable Car softened up the
beach and we rolled out sledge hammers,
crowbars and shovels. Then we tore out
the concrete which covered our future
“planter strip” (that thin piece of land be-
tween sidewalk and curb where particular
things may or may not grow according to
local ordinance and the owner’s or renter’s
determination). Fruit trees were not al-
lowed in Berkeley planter strips, but we
planted one apple and one apricot any-
way—and the neighborhood loved them
well enough. The government predicted
dire consequences, like people slipping
on fi'uit and suing the city for death and
dismemberment, perhaps third degree
burns from fires lit when their bodies ca-
reened offthe sidewalk from slippery apri-
cots directly into adjacent parked cars or



just as if we were all
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fellow pedestrians. Neither did the popu-
lace rise to riot, pitched battles waged by
youth throwing under-ripe missiles at one
another. Neither did the trees bring out
the greedy hoarding ofcitizens tempted to
go bad by the bounty on the streets. Nei-
ther did the homeless set up in our front
yard to get their daily allowance of all the
food groups from our two generous trees.

When it seemed fiuit were disappear-
ing faster than we owners wanted, grown
in our little depaved strip of living sod, we
simply put up a sign: “Please don’t take
more than one fiuit a day; leave some for
the people who planted the trees. Thanks!”
It was well respected; we were still fonts
of largess in our own opinion, and the
kids and adults alike saw the blossoming,
growing, and falling of fruits and leaves

part of a living envi-
romnent—--right here in
the city! How educa-
tional! We were after
all an educational, 501
(c)(3) tax-deductible
corporation--and each
of us individuals liv-
ing at the house, an
educator in this small
way. l

Come Earth Day
1993, the April date
this time, I had aban-
doned the Urban Ecol-
ogy Board ofDirectors
to start a new group
since they were pre-
venting me from doing
about 90% of what I
thought was most im-
portant for the ecocity movement to do.
My new organization, Ecocity Builders,
was invited to help UA Homes, an old
hotel converted into a residence for 75
fonnerlyhomeless people, in their Earth
Day gardening project: depaving about
six parking spaces. A crew materialized
with a few trucks and a load of sledge
hammers, pry bars and soil amendments,
seeds and young plants (see cover). A
great cathartic pleasure was had by all
and today the garden, originally opposed
strenuously by the city bureaucracy of
Berkeley, whose ordinances insist on mas-
sive parking facilities, is green, thriving
and producing a considerable outpouring

and bright colors where once lived smelly
oilslicks and dark gray.

Most recently, I joined a woman
named Linda Schneider in her fine efforts
to bring fruit trees into the East Bay (Oak-
land, Emeiyville, Berkeley, Richmond,
etc.) for low-income projects and indi-
viduals. I supported the idea and asked if
I could have some of the trees donated by
rural nurseries (that generally served agri-
culture) for my own purposes too: food
trees for public parks and gardens, streets
and non-profit organizations, as well as
low-income people. She agreed and I
brought 800 trees into town in my pick-up
truck, part of the total of more than 2,500
she has secured so far. Of these I kept '75
trees, some of which have popped up in a
private planter strip on as public street,

Left to right, Tim Hansen, Gar Smith, Nancy Lieblich, and Dianne Ayres. All are with Ecocity
r Builders save Gar ofEarth Island Journal. Photo by Richard Register

plus more planted at UA Homes, several
at the Berkeley Youth Alternatives Gar-
den, and for several new locations we’re
lining up, including two more depaving.
projects, one at Karl Linn Community
Garden and one where a parking lot for
about fifty cars will be replaced-—a big
one (see page 3). H

-I have a lot to be proud of, I can
boast. Or can I‘? Remember that in the
meantime, since 1970, it has been 24 years.
Meantime California’s population has
grown by over 50%—and hits city land
area by over 150%! Perhaps depaving
cancatch on from such tiny starts. iButI
doubt if just doing some here and there

have helped liberate only 12 parking places
and three planter strips; obviously, the fad
has not consumed the country. Tens,
maybe hundreds, of millions of planter-
strip and parking-space places have been
paved over in the meantime. We need a
sense ofproportion about such things. We
need a strategy with real potential ofpow-
erful changes or we are depaving chiefly
to fool ourselves into thinking we’re such
good friends of the Earth. y

We need _ to actually rezone cities
around centers of walkable distances, as-
sisted by bicycles and some transit.
Ecocity zoning is the linchpin. Only ifwe
can go that far, and begin creating the city
of walkable centers which brings enough
aspects ofour lives close together, can we
be free of the spreading asphalt cloak of

doom. We need to real-
ize that the dysfunc-
tional Four-Headed
Monster ofcars, sprawl,
highways and oil needs
to be replaced, with the
healthy ecocity based on
compact, diverse uses-
homes, jobs, education,
entertainment--all
close together. Then we
will have a vision ofthe
whole banana, the trans-
forming civilization.
Then we will have a
clear direction not just

i for the greenbelt advo-
c cates’ freezing of the

‘destruction at approxi-
mately our present rate,
but we will have the be-
ginnings ofa scheme for

withdrawal from disastrous land uses,
technologies and life styles all in one strat-
egy. Ifwe are (1) serious about creek and
river restoration, ifwe (2) want to support
transit and bicycles, if we (3) need effi-
cient recycling, if we (4) want to save
low-income people from having to
struggle and squander to pay for the car, if
we (5) want a sense of community, and if
we (6) want to return nature and agricul-
ture to within a walk or bicycle ride from
where we live, then, in most cities this
means we will have to rethink, remap,
and remodel the whole city, and with it
the whole civilization. It,isn’t happen-
ing-—” yet. But... Put depaving into that

of food and goodwill, vitamins, calories will amount to much. So far my efforts context, and we can do it! in p K
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NATIONAL PARK “SERVICE” PAVES SMOKIES
A letter to the National Park Service
Dit‘€Cl0!f, Roger Kennedy, datedApril 21,
I994 from Sherman Bamford, SouthPA W
(Preserve Appalachian Wilderness), an
APM member group, 2 700 Lafayette Ave,
Greensboro, NC 27408:

Dear Mr. Kennedy: B  ‘
I am writing to urge you to support

initiatives for increasing the size ofexisting
roadless areas in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park.

The Great Smoky Mountains National
Park lies at the core of the southem Appala-
chian Mountain region, a bioregion with a
level of diversity that is higher than almost
any temperate deciduous forest in the world.
The Smokies contain the only two roadless
areas larger than 150,000 acres in the south-
ern Appalachian Mountains. They serve as
a refuge for the black bear, a species now
limited to only 5% of its historical range.
They are the last hope for many species
extirpated from the region---the eastern cou-
gar, red wolf, grey wolf, fisher, and many
others. As a result of the sunbelt boom,
much ofthe southem Appalachian region is
being rapidly developed. It is important to
protect the few roadless areas we have.

Heintooga-Round Bottom Road and
Parsons Branch Road, both temporarily
closed due to flood damage, should remain
permanently closed in order to increase re-
mote wildlands habitat in the Smokies.

Heintooga-RoundBottom, in the south-
eastern quarter of the ‘park, is a thirteen-
mile road located directly between the
Cataloochee Creek watershed and the Raven
Fork-Bradley Fork watersheds. These three
watersheds contain much of the park’s old
growth and they are filled with lush vegeta-
tion. Many native large mammals would
benefit from efforts to provide an unroaded
wildlife corridor between Cataloochee and
Raven Fork-Bradley Fork. Removal of the
road would make access more difficult for
poachers.

Parsons Branch Road, a road on the
western end of l the park, separates the
186,000-acre. roadless area north ofFontana
Lake from the 40,000-acre roadless area
west of Cades Cove and Rich Mountain.
Closure ofParsons Branch Road would cre-
ate an even ilarger roadless area. It would

  r/(
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From Kenneth Schneider's book Autokind vs. Mankind

negate the need for expensive road repairs
in the future.  .

In the Draft Environmental “Impact
Statement to the 1982 Master Plan, the
Park Service favored converting both of
these roads to a non-motorized trail. All
conservation organizations that commented
on these two roads favored road-to-trail
conversion at this time. Among those fa-
voring road-to-trail conversion in 1982
were The Wilderness Society, National
Parks and Conservation Association, Great
Smokies Park Wilderness Advocates, The
Joseph LeConte Chapter ofthe Sierra Club,
The Smoky Mountain Hiking Club, and
Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Plan-
ning. It is also of note that the Tennessee
Department of Conservation (TDC) con-
curred with the proposal to convert the
two roads to trails. The TDC stated the
problem“ with automobiles quite clearly:
“Private automobiles are the major envi-
ronmental intrusion in the park... As the
relationships between energy and our
economy, and automobile emission and
our environment are clarified, the private
automobile seems less and less desirable.

~

Surely, this should be especially so in a
National Park designated as an Interna-
tional Biosphere Reserve and proposed as
the eastem United States’ largest and most
significant wilderness.” (GMP FEIS, 1982)

SouthPAW has presented its case to
the acting superintendent of the park. We

favor immediate permanent closure of
“Heintooga-Round Bottom Road. No road
reconstruction should begin in such a sig-
nificant portion of the park without an En-
vironmental Assessmentor Environmental
Impact Statement. To proceed without such
an examination of vital issues is an affront
to the public. t

We favor the closure ofParsons Branch
Road as well. The GMP gives the park the
right to close Parsons Branch Road after
portions of the road wash out. It has been
twelve years since the signing of the plan.
After all, the GMP Draft EIS had consid-
ered immediate closure of this infrequently
used road.

The National Park Service cannot af-
ford to spend the monies these projects
require. Millions of dollars are desperately
needed for traffic alleviation, mass transit,
trail repairs, summer naturalist programs,
and interpretive programs elsewhere in the
park.

SouthPAW urges you to support these
initiatives to increase roadless areas and to
work for positive changes in the Smokies.
We hope that the new superintendent will
share our views as well.
Thank you for listening to our views. _

One thingmreaders can do is write to
Kennedy, Director of the National Park
Service, Interior Building, 1849 C Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20240
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Bane TRANSIT INITIATIVE
he Plamiing and Conservation League

Tasked the Alliance for a Paving Mora-
torium to correct the State of Califomia's
Legislative Analyst, whose office wrote a
somewhat damaging summary of the new
California Clean Air, Jobs & Transit Ini-
tiative, on the November ballot. Ifpassed,
a 4% tax on retail sales of gasoline would
fund electric rail projects as well as "clean"
fuel buses, light rail, heavy rail, bicycle
projects. Also, to mitigate the impacts on
the land that these projects can have, some
parks would be created. Over $700 mil-
lion would be generated annually. Some
small bridges over railroad tracks would
be built. When asked by the League III
lend APM's support for the public list of
endorsers, an on the spot decision was
made in the affirmative. (But the ques-
tion is put to APM members: are the
bridges a compromise you can live with?)

The League has great eXP¢1'i¢"°° and
organizational ability, andyhas informally
provided APM input for a contemplated
initiative petition in California for a mora-
torium on new roads and parking lots.
The League people imderstand APM‘s po-
sition that spending money on altema-
tives to roads and cars doesn't achieve. the
desired end because more roads and wider
roads undercut altematives. Indeed, this
was the genesis of the idea for a national
paving moratorium, when Amtrak sup-
porters in 1989 were lamenting to Fossil
Fuels Policy Action the building of more
freeways.  A _

The Analyst's summery 011 the P°_t1"
tion signature-gathering form closed with
the claim that gasoline consumption would
be reduced by the supposed rise in gas
pump prices. Furthermore, the claim was
made‘ that the alleged reduction would
lose $34 million annually to state and lo-
c’al government. Jan Lundberg, well
known as an oil analyst, got his haekles
up at this false tag on a worthy effort-
Knowing that a 4% add-on to the-price of
gasoline would not affectrdemand, he told
the petition organizers. They s asked 111111
to write to the Legislative Analyst (ex-
cerpt below). This was followed up by

his visit to the Analyst, who will consider
the following for the actual ballot lan-
guage.  I

March 31, 1994
Ib

Elizabeth Hill
Legislative Analyst
State of California
925 L Street, Suite 1000  
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Hill:  

RE: CALIFORNIA CLEAN AIR, JOBS & TRAN-
SIT INITIATIVE

I am an oil industry analyst who has served the
State of California as a provider of energy informa-
tion to the Energy Commission, and as an expert
witness before legislative hearings. I formerly pub-
lished the Lundberg‘ Letter, once known as ' “the
Bible of the oil industry.” Now I observe the bigger
environmental and economic picture... S0 it W35
with interest and enthusiasm that I read the language
for the initiative measure... Idisagree with the idea
that the four percent tax on retail sales of gasoline
which the initiative would enact would reduce gaso-
line consumption at all. I have so much experience
with the concepts and workings of demand elastic-
ity, that I assure you completely that gasoline de-
rnand (consumption) would not be impacted by this
measure, although I wish it would be.

The kinds of price changes to affect demand
can be seen in the price-shocks of the l970s... those
events did alter consumption and play havoc with
supply logistics. 1978 was the high-water mark for

I consumption of gasoline in the U.S., at 115 billion
gallons. The changes in sales after that were due to
price increases several times the 4% figure at issue
today. " _

A rule ofthumb according to one energy econo-
mist, Dan Dudek ofthe Environmental Defense Fund,
states that a minimiun of 20% in change in price is
required to change demand. I roughly concur.

I can refer you to... the...Lundberg Letter... for
the l970s and 1980s. The Letter‘s previous chief
editor... said today to me... on elasticity states that
for every 10% increase in price, a l 1/2 to 2%
decrease in demand may occur. ...small increases in
price which could affect demand very slightly are
easily. offset by other factors such as the economy’s
changing consumer-spending patterns-

. I hope that thefinal language on the ‘ballot for
this initiative measure will reflect responsible gaso-
line economic analysis. Please let me know if I can
be of fiuther service. ‘

Sincerely,  
-x

Jan C. Lundberg _ t
President, Fossil Fuels Policy Action Institute
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GET WITH THE
SWAMP ZOMBIES!

A classic in the APM office
-— Randy Ghent

When do you listen to shoes
To tell you what to do
My shoes tell me nothing
My shoesjust keep walking

get laid
Weren tfeet meant to walk n

the Earth
Myfeet wannafeel the san
The mud and grassland

When did all this pavement

I ' l ‘ 0

d

Unknown Air Jordans
wandering by...

From “Before You Just Do It” by Ray
Vogelzang, who kindly sent this fine al-
bum. For a free lyric sheet write to:
Swamp Zombies, c/o Doctor Dream, 841‘
W. Collins, Orange, Calif. 92667
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CAR-FREE LIVING
continuedfi'orn page 26
asked questions like, “do I really need
that,” “dole need it now?”  

All this is well and good, but since
I’m not doing my year at Walden Pond I
need to get around, get to work, have a
life. I live 14 miles from my town of
choice for social and commercial ex-
changes and transactions, 25 miles from
the county seat, 30 miles from a college
where I teach courses for fun and a por-
tion of my income. _

We do have a countywide bus transit
system that began with express routes and
dropped them because of sporadic use
and reduced subsidization. (Automobiles
are the most expensive and heavily subsi-
dized forln of transportation since artifi-
cially cheap fuel prices, freeways and park-
ing lots don’t come free.) Consequently
the 14-mile trip is 50 minutes, and the 30-
mile trip is one and three-quarters hours
by bus. I have used this system. I am
often able to make lists, write letters, read
and think in a bus seat as well as in my
study. After all, I grew up in a family of
six noisy people.

When the weather is good, however,
I prefer to ride my bicycle as the emer-
gency shoulder lanes are reasonably safe
on this stretch of Interstate Highway.
Since I am committed to feeling good
physically I like to exercise several times
a week and bicycling is a wonderful aero-
bic activity. It’s fun and is the least toxic,
most highly efficient and economically
feasible mechanized travel we have so
far. I am also within a mile of a medium-
size grocery store. I usually walk or bike
to it. More walking has really improved
my health. 3 I

I also live in a household with two
car commuters traveling in opposite di-
rections. One of them often goes my way
and I have adjusted my schedule to go
with her even if my work or meetings
begin later. I always plan to have work or
things I can do in the meantime. Not
driving has actually given me more time
in which to complete tasks and for recre-
ational reading.

I have become acquainted enough
with my neighbors to solicit rides from
my front gate and have begun to alleviate
some of their guilt about not car pooling

 by riding with them. As a result we’ve
become even better acquainted and I’ve
enjoyed many a commuting visit. This
cuts. down on the number of cars on the
road, and in turn increases more passen-
gers for the buck or people-miles to the
fuel efficiency. I now feel I’m the one
providing a neighborhood service.

When I need to purchase things or
I

Being car-free has
increased my sense
ofpersonalfreedom
and wealth in terms
oftime, money and
social connectedness.

move a lot of material I first see if they
can be delivered by mail or other service.
As with many people in the Information
Age my work usually does not depend on
carting lots ofsniffaround every time I go
somewhere. I do have an assortment of
comfortable carrying packs and sacks for
all occasions and purposes.

In those cases where only a car will
do and I am unable to car pool, I will
occasionally borrow a friend’s vehicle for
short trips. I find these are increasingly
rare occasions as I wean myself away
from car dependency. For long trips (I’ve
also cutback on these and still feel well-
traveled), where I can’t carpool, I go in
with someone on a car rental. Even if I
did it several times a year it would still be
farmore economical than owning my own
vehicle. ~

Do I miss having my own car? Even
more astonishing than the discovery of a
car as a central organizer of how we live
our lives is the growing realization ofhow
rich and diverse my life really is. Being
car-free has increased my sense of per-
sonal freedom and wealth in terms oftime,
money and social connectedness. Though
just one aspect of my lifestyle, moving
toward car-fi'ee living is integral and es-
sential. And I can truthfully say it has
been a fim process involving my best
thinking and coming up with creative re-
sponses to transportation needs. That
thinking is far from done.

ae35

Are there other things I could be do-
ing to decrease my car dependency fur-
ther? Sure! I I

. :- Move closer to town or my work.
- Work toward increasing bike path

access, routes and their safety as well as
walkways in and between neighborhoods.

- Push for subsidies for public mass
transit that is fast, clean and efficient.
Lobby.

- Write letters to the editors of vari-
ous publications to increase awareness
about the adverse environmental, social
and psychological impact of autos and
one-owner/one-driver cars and the ben-
efits ofmoving in the direction ofcar-free
living. I 9

- Start an alternative transportation
study group or service club.

- Be a guest speaker in schools, hold
a press conference,.host or sponsor a pub-
lic-affairs television or radio program on
the subject of transportation.

- To begin increasing public aware-
ness, organize a one day car-free morato-
rium, a non-drivathon (model it after the
WWII attempt to save fuel for the cause
of victory but change it to victory over
enviromnental destruction and pollution).

- Join the national network of people
working to end paving projects that pre-
clude the development ofalternative forms
of transportation that are more people-
and enviromnent-friendly. Start at the
neighborhood level and work up.

- Send me your ideas, share your suc-
cesses. I
GRAB HOLD OF THE WHEEL OF
YOUR LIFE, NOT YOUR CAR.

We second Randy ’s sentiment. Drop him
a line c/o the Update. The editors cannot
resist reminding readers that the basic
experience Randy has had, and his de-
tailed observations and criticisms ofcars,
apply to all kinds ofcars—whether pow-
ered by gasoline, electricity, alcohol, you
name it.
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THE DANGER or ENVIRONMENTALIST FAITH IN PROGRESS
In a race with time, environmentalists

are burdened with ea recent variation of
the allure of “progress.” The usual idea
of progress tells us to appreciate the dif-
ference between today’s amazing techno-
logical world and the bad old days when
people‘ relied on ancient knowledge and
simple approaches to life.

.4 “Progress” has been questioned more
and more, as the world moves faster to-t
ward possible oblivion for the human race
and countless species. But many who are
quite aware of the threats ofProgress (and
who also know many of the solutions) are
blinded by their own notion of Progress:
that the general situation must be improv-
ing because ofan overall information gain
and people’s awakening to problems.

To compare the environmental
knowledge of 1960 to that of 1994 sets up
a positive conclusion ofprogress. But the
destruction ofEarth and its species during
that time, with the growing human popu-
lation, more than negates the improved
information base. The bad trends are ac-
celerating faster than the growing con-
sciousness of, for example, deliberately
childless John and SusieRecycler.

M The problems facing the world in the
latter part of the 20th century were well
established and noticed by eloquent voices
such as Aldous Huxley and Fairfield
Osborne, by the time of the overdue envi-
ronmental “awakening.” Hemy David
Thoreau had given everyone who cared
ample warning of civilzation’s poor rela-
tionship with nature.

One of the biggest naivetes to deal
with is believing that with knowledge and
information, people necessarily change.
The majority of consumers ‘and citizens
who do change their ways are not the
same people who still ruthlessly exploit
nature and workers. Then there are the
false leaders who seem to represent posi-
tive change but who really defend the
status quo. (This is relative; and change is
of degree and kind.) An example is Al
Gore, who has done little to heed the warn-
ings he enunciated during the Earth Sum-
mit. His most powerful constituency may
be the auto industry, particularly the sec-
tor bringing on alternative-fueled vehicles

 , by Jan Lundberg
with government support. Neither Gore
nor Bruce Babbitt opposes more roads
even though roads destroy the environ-
ment. More roads allow more vehicles to
run around on Mother Earth—accessing
her forests to clearcut—-and earn profits
for the few. t

 More information does not change
the behavior of the establishment, except
to make for greater “efficiency.” Longer-
life light bulbs and renewable energy are
examples of more efficient use of re-
sources. One effect of technological de-
velopment is to prolong our system of
exploitation. .

What is never stated out loud by the
“responsible” environmentalists (who are
allowed to sit at the table with corporate
polluters and big-news-media editors) is
that the rate of change (progress) is too
slow and the extent of the changes too
limited. Maybe everyone at that table is
“in denial.” An alternative vision, turning
our killing culture out of our lives and
inviting in the ways of native tradition, is
ignored.

» The state and industry are one mono-
lithic foe of true change—a kind way to
describe their role. There will remain
reactionary “leadership” until their—-
our?-—system and its power are done away
with. But almost all Americans want to
believe that the ongoing union of the state
and industry is not fascism (which it is, by
definition) because there are no Nazi flags
flying, disturbing compliant voters as they
shop to their hearts’ content. A

CLOSE AND REMOVE
THE INTERSTATES

The U.S. Interstate.
Highway system was
built primarily for “de-
fense.” Al Gore’s sena-
tor father considered it his
crowning legislation. _-;..
Highways are what most
subvert bioregional and
self-sufficient economics.
That is only one reason 4

‘N.
/ -:-

they should be closed, obliterated and
revegetated. What right did humans have
to pave over habitats of other creatures
including their fellow humans? Do we
want convenient roadways for a polluting
military that basically guards the upper
classes’ interests? As for providing de-
fense, what we need could be arrived at
by referenda on spending options-more
democracy. When military-related en-
titlements and Dept. of Energy weapons-
budgets are included, the percentage of
the federal budget which is military re-
lated is around fifty percent! Another
$300 to $660 billion that our taxes and
sweat cover each year is the subsidy to the
car and its infrastructure. So, “economic
conversion” must not just be about the
military. T

If we are serious about the need to
restore a natural balance to the ecosys-
tem, and survive economically, we have
to not only oppose more roads and park-
ing lots, but fight to take out existing
roads--—the more the better. It can be
done in a way to enhance life, generate
jobs and save lives. Now is the time to
work-to avoid society’s collapse and the
violence of hunger, for the fossil fuel-
driven economy can not provide far into
the 21st century the chemically grown
and distributed food in this growth-de-
pendent frenzy of consumption.

Blindness to “progress” must be cured
if people are to see the way to real
sustainability—-traditional indigenous
ways.) But “progress” left the Native
Americans behind. They didn’t have white
technology or our slavish work ethic. An
increasing number ofthinking people want
as little to do as possible with those and
most other aspects of “progress.” it
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REMOVING LOGGING  “There are more redwoods today than when man first harvested the trees."
N - . Redwood Association  5

Roms CREATES
JoBs  

option 9, the “gridlock remover” for
logging the public lands of the Pa-

cific Northwest, includes several projects
for restoring watersheds and even some
road removal. This aspect prompts some
environmental groups to support Option 9
instead ofjoining the grassroots who call it
a sellout that doesn’t stand up to conserva-
tion biology. p

Six Rivers National Forest in northern
California is one such location where fed-
eral dollars will put people to work remov-
ing roads.‘ If this causes a change in think-
ing about the environment and economics,
the Update will cover it. r t

Dan Hamburg, Congressman for the
Redwood Coast, has introduced the Head-
waters Forest Act (HR 2866), to save this
last  vestige of wilderness from the
chainsaws and mills of Pacific Lumberf

Corp. He had told the Update he
was keenly interested in road removal for
job generation, but this did not make it into
his bill. j He and a growing number of
people do appreciate the job potential and
the enviromnental imperative of road clo-
sure, obliteration and revegetation.

When some road restoration projects
are complete, road width is just enough for
a horse or a couple of hikers. Done cor-
rectly, water then flows down natural drain-
ages insteadof pooling along the road or
eroding steep slopes. Such is the case with
Redwood National Park, where the park’s
roads and trails foreman used a small trac-
tor to build a horse trail along an old‘ log-
ging road. He was formerly a Cat logger
cuttlng roads for Simpson Timber of
clearcut fame. is " P

In another case, the legacy of defunct
Twin Parks Lumber Co. includes the son
of the owner’s new career moving soil, not
logs, to restore land damaged by decades
of logging. He removes many of the same
logging roads over which his father’s logs
were hauled. His own company also builds
a road now and again, but he told a reporter
for theLos Angeles Times, “I never used to
believe this, but roads cause the landslides.”

Information for this article was in part from
~ Marie Gravelle, author ofthe 1993 Times story.
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ii ” * inFor each tree used to produce wood products, we plant five young trees." A
~ - MAXXAM/Pacific Lunper Company   

SPEED LIMIT REDUCTIONS
~ 0  by Bob Berry

Neighborhood activists have often
j complained about their inability to get

lower speed limits implemented. High-
speed. traffic causes severe negative im-
pacts on the quality of life in neighbor-
hoods.

Here are some suggestions for neigh-
borhoods trying to get traffic-engineering
bureaucracies to reduce the speed limit for
motor vehicles,passing through their neigh-
borhoods. A knowledge of the methods
used by the bureaucracies to set speed lim-
its may help neighborhood activists be more
effective in their efforts for getting speed
limits reduced. T N s

Most states have a more or less uni-
fonn method for the setting ofspeed limits.
In Califomia, speed limits are set through
an Engineering and Traffic Survey, as re-
quired by the terms of the California Ve-
hicle Code. This survey format was origi-
nally designed to prevent local jurisdic-
tions from operating speed traps to raise
revenues by imposing fines on speeding
motorists. This requirement ofien hadithe
effect ofkeeping neighborhoods from hav-
ing any control over the speed of traffic
passing through the neighborhood.

The slaw in most states is that a speed
limit between 25 MPH and 55 MPH can-
not be set at as lower speed than what is
known as the 85th Percentile Speed. That
means that if ten vehicles have their speed
measured, at least 85 of those vehicles
should be going no faster than the intended

speed limit or below that speed. There are
exceptions for documented unusual condi-
tions that could be used to justify a lower
speed limit. .

As part of the Engineering and Traffic
Survey, measurements are made of the
speed of at least 50 vehicles, and usually
100 vehicles, passing in each direction of
travel on a street. 5 P ,

The California Vehicle Code only al-
lows for speed limits of 15 MPH and 20
MPH in cases where the highway is nar-
rower than 25 feet, along with a Engineer-

 ing and Traffic Survey to justify the lower
speed. Planter boxes, or other sorts of
objects, can be placed by the traffic bu-
reaucracy as a means of narrowing the

 through roadway width to less than 25 feet,
which would have a traffic calming effect
and help to justify the use of a lower speed
limit. '

 Neighborhoods can demand that the
trafiic-engineering bureaucracy make avail-
able in advance the schedule for perform-
ing the speed survey field check. On the
appointed date and time, the neighborhood
could arrange to have as manypedestrians
and bicyclists as possible be present, and
other elements that tend to slow down traf-
fic, in the area. This would result in a
speed survey that could justify the use of a
lower speed limit. ' j

Editor ’s note: Auto-free is better, but this is
instructive. » .  
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WAL-MART PAvEs
ARoUNI) SACRED NATIVE

AMERICAN MouN1)
_ I by Jag

onor, a Native American
Hhuman-rights organiza-
tion, last year fought the bull-
dozers ofthe white nation’s larg- A
est retailer. Wal-Mart was suc-
cessfully opposed in ah plan to
level Chumash and Salinan
peoples’ burial sites. Honor was
aided also by archeologists,
news coverage, a lawyer named
James Nichols, and other sup-
porters ofthe Native Americans.
A parking lot was instead built
around the site in Paso Robles,
Calif.

A staffer at Honor (Honor
Our Neighbors’ Origins and
Rights)  in Milwaukee agreed
with the Update that the settle-
ment achieved last October ba-
sically caused the same envi-
ronmental damage because of
the erosion and poison runoff
that parking lots create. It was,
though, a cultural victory. Af-
ter archeologists concluded that
the site was unique and should
be preserved, Wal-Mart agreed
to redesign its parking lot. Wal-
Mart’s original obstinacy was
over the fact that the one-acre
knoll would obscure the pass-
ing motorists’view of the all-
important source of consumer
waste——uhh, happiness.

“The fight included pressure
on the developer that Wal-Mart
had hired and to whom Wal-

Lundberg

Mart had tried to pass responsi- _ ;~~
bility.

U.S. News and World Re- \
port listed Paso Robles as a
community destroying its his-
torical treasures in favor of
shopping malls. The threat ofa
Wal-Mart boycott probably
helpeb win the preservation of
the site of ancient human re-
mains. Of course, many mem-
bers of the Alliance for a Pav-
ing Moratorium are already boy-
cotting such corporate behe-
moths anyway. 6

The developer, James
Halferty of Pasadena, Califor-
nia, at first did not even accept
a compromise of sealing the
graves under the mall parking
lot, so that they would not be
bulldozed and destroyed. So
Pilulaw Khus and three other
Native Americans went to court.
Halferty was said to have pres-
sured his archaeologists to alter
their findings or keep silent, ac-
cording to the Los Angeles
Times. The settlement pre-
served parts of the site and
sealed up one area. L

I Nichols said, “This is hap-
pening all over the U.S. Native
Americans incertain communi-
ties are viewed as an impedi-
ment to development. Their val-
ues are... consistent (with) en-
vironmental values.”

ROAD KILLs or THE HUMAN KIND
Ahiglrway was littered with

toys in the rain after a
family’s “routine drive.” Mary
Allison Madison was killed along
with her three children when she
lost control ofher Honda and hit
a big-rig truck. The truck driver

escaped serious injury. [Far be it
for freight trains to replace trucks
in the U.S., or for a family to
utilize buses which are available
in the Fairfield, Calif. area where
the killingsvoccured. -ed.]
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NEW NATIoNAL PLAN I
PERPETUATES HWY. DEPENDENCY

retary announced in De-
cember the goals and principles
for the National Transportation
System and its “essential first
step,” the National Highway
System (NHS). The NHS em-
phasizes the U.S. Dept. of
Transportation’s continued fo-
cus on roads as the cornerstone
of the nation’s transportation
system.

The proposed NHS in-
cludes nearly 159,000 miles of
roads. According to Federal
Highway Administrator
Rodney Slater, it is going to be
the “Backbone of our national
transportation network in the

The U.S. Transportation Sec-
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21st century.” ’
Over our dead bodies!

Meaning, not only are we re-
sisting the scheme in the 1990s,
but that NHS network would
kill maybe la million people and
billions of animals if the road

I

system is allowed to grow and
dominate as planned. - JCL I

This alert is courtesy the I
NetworkforEfficient, Safe, and
Sustainable Transportation,
part of the Advocacy Institute.
You can reach this organiza-
tion at the same location as the
national Gas Guzzler Cam-
paign: I 73 _0 Rhode Island Ave.
NW, # 600, Wash., DC 20036.  K
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ITDP: APM’s
INTERNATIoNAL
CAR FIGHTERS

Responding to Update #5 , Walter
Hook, executive director of the In-

stitute for Transportation and Develop-
ment Policy (an APM group) informed us
that ITDP is “working on paving morato-
rium issues in developing countries.” He
said “ITDP has been fighting the World
Bank and other Multilateral Development
Banks to bring a fundamental change in
their transportation-sector lending.”

ITDP also watchdogs the U.S. Dept.
of Treasury which directs World Bank
loans. That bank and the Japanese Over-
seas Economic Cooperation Fund, AID,
and the Asian Development Bank have
operational directives against involuntary
resettlement of indigenous people. Evi-
dence from articles such as the Update ’s
on the Penan people -last year could bring
foreign funding for certain road building
and logging projects to a halt. L

It would assist ITDP if readers pass
along any indigenous peoples’ contacts to
ITDP’s office at 611 Broadway, Room
616, New York, NY 10012.

From Hook’s paper titled “Counting
on Cars, Counting out People” about
World Bank Economic Assessments, the
Update gleaned:

“Unforttmately, the ability to model
the economic costs of environmental ex-
temalities is still underdeveloped.”

The implications are such that:
“While World Bank cost-benefit analyses
of road projects in developing countries
increasingly estimate the value ofpassen-
ger travel time saved, these benefits are
restricted to road users in motorized ve-
hicles. The benefits and costs to non-
motorized road users, such as pedestrians,
bicyclists, informal cart vendors, rickshaw
drivers, etc. are never measured. For ex-
ample, recent economic assessments of
projects in China made no attempt to esti-
mate the economic impact that a highway
and traffic realignment project would have
on pedestrian and non-motorized vehicle
users,*despite the fact that some 71% of
all trips in the area are made by bicyclists

and pedestrians. New road projects can
have severe negative impacts on non-mo-
torized vehicles...”  
The Update has further learned that:
-- Since 1990, the World Bank loaned
nearly five times as much money to fund
highways and roads as it did to fund rail-
ways. This occurred at the same time
many Western countries began large in-
vestments to reorient their infrastructure
programs toward rail and other forms of
mass transit and away from more high-
way building. q
- Despite “developing nations'” need for
altematives to highways, the ftmding fiom
the World Bank overwhelmingly has fo-
cused on construction and maintenance of
roads. Look at India and Bangladesh:
studies have found that existing mass-tran-
sit infrastructure meets only l5 percent of
mass-transit needs inthose countries. it
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How T0 GET TO THE
WILDERNESS WITHOUT A

CAR  
Available for ecowarriors or plain ol’

I low-impact trekkers is a directory
for public transportation access to wilder-
ness recreation opportinities. Area cov-
ered is the Westem U.S. including Alaska,
and western Canada. Write to Lee Cooper
and Frosty Peak Books: Box (80584,
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708, or Box 4073,
Malibu, CA 90265  
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VIETNAM WANTs To SPEND
BILLIONS ON ROADS

Reutefs wire reports that Vietnam has
only 12% ofits 65,000 miles ofroad-

way paved with asphalt. “So,” for the rest
of the decade, “hundreds of billions of
dollars must be invested in upgrading the
transport system.” Roadwork is under-
way, with key highways linking Hanoi,
Haiphong, and Ho Chi Minh City with the
petroleum industrial center of Vung Tau
undergoing expansion. The excuse: “to
meet stuging demand.” But who ben-
efits? Clinton recently relaxed the U.S.
economic embargo, so ten U.S. firms are
bidding for ‘Nam’s Highway 1 project,
with big-time aid fi'om the World Bank
and Asian Development Bank.

Ed. ’s note: Hey, what was their war of inde-
pendencefor, anyway?
' I I I I1

ELEPHANT IN
 THE BEDROOM

NM colleagues Stanley Hart and
Alvin Spivak have written an essen-

tial book on the unfair subsidies of the
car. Automobile Dependence & Denial -
The Elephant in the Bedroom: Impacts on
the Economy andEnvironment, published
by New Paradigm Books. i

The United States has slipped into a
massive dependency on a transportation
system which is far more expensive than
most of us realize. The authors, civil and
structural engineers, and international
transportation consultants, offer an analy-
sis of the problem and practical solutions.

ULTRAVIOLET RADIATION
MEASURING CARI)

' I ‘est your environment and effective-
ness ofsunglasses and sunscreen with

a wallet sized card that detects UV-A and
-. I-

UV-B radiation due to ozone hole: send
$5 to Optiwear, 3100 James Street, Syra-
cuse, NY, 13206. An Optiwear spokes-
person told APM that they sell hundreds
of thousands of these cards, “The Ultra-
violet Sensometer,” per year.
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Dear Ms. (sic) Lundberg,
A copy of the Paving Moratorium

Update (Summer ‘93 issue #5) has re-
cently crossed my desk. ’  

s  I propose that we exchange subscrip-
tions to our respective periodicals. I have
enclosed the latest issue of our “Hot Mix
Asphalt Technology” for your review.
Please advise if this proposal is accept-
able. <

Paul Webster, Director of Marketing
National Asphalt Pavement Assoc.

Dear Jan, y i
Two years ago I was on the New

Zealand Goverrmient delegation represent-
ing NGO interests to Prep Com IV in
New York when I was handed your four-
page flyer “Don’t Go Down the U.S.
Road,” which I found very useful and
have talked to groups about since UNCED.

Like the Alliance, the Committee is
ofthe view that more radical changes have
to be made, and therefore your policy
appeals. We will be pleased to keep in
touch with you and to share our points of
views.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards. j

Simon Reeves, Co-convenor  
Tamaki Makau Rau Auckland A

- UNCED Earth Summit Committee
 Auckland, New Zealand

Dear APM; .
Just a personal short note to tell you

how mueh I have enjoyedlssue No. 5 of
Paving Moratorium Update and Auto-
Free Times that you have kindly sent to
our Committee. y

I congratulate you on your excellent
work and assure you that we fully agree
with your aims. Our Committee has been
moving since a long time in the same
direction on this Island which is continu-
ously paved. - P _

Unforttmately, owing to our very lim-
ited budget and its already heavy obliga-
tions, we cannot send any subscription
fees at present.

A J .D. Potamitis, President

Environmental Committee of s
Limassol A  
Limassol, Cyprus I

Dear Editor,  P
I’ve just read Issue 5 of your maga-

zine-—excellent stuff! I’ll give PAVING
MORATORIUM a mention in the A next
issue of WALK. . A A

I enclose a recent issue of WALK
which has an article that you may find
interesting—-“Cement, Hitler &. the
Worcester By-Pass”, the story of how
Britain’s Department of Transport was
taken over by road-building interests. Feel
fee to makeuse of any material in WALK
if you want to. .

I also enclose a couple ofsnaps which
I took this month in the part of East Lon-
don where I live. One is a car advert on a
bill board which has been tampered with
by anti--car urban guerillas... The other is
a photo ofa demonstration by local people
in Leytonstone against the so-called M11
Link Road—an urban motorway which is
going to blast its way through a densely
populated area, involving demolishing 200
homes and lots of trees.

Ronald Binns  
Editor, WALK magazine
London, England I

Dear Alliance for a Paving Moratorium,
We received the Summer "93 issue of

Paving Moratorium Update and Auto-
Free Times. Excellent issue!

Our group, People Power, is having a
major event soon, and we would love to
distribute any number of issues you can
send us. We are having a mass bike ride
to rally support for a plan, to redesign the
major east-west corridor in Santa Cruz to
have reduced lanes for cars and facilities
for cyclists and pedestrians instead.

People Power was 3 big force in the
creation of our ci'ty’s latest general plan
(our guide to planning for the ‘next 15
years). Our lobbying helped shift the
document’s focus away from continually
expanding the road system to accommo-
date more autos! Success! W

I

It is now city policy that whenever
roadway capacity is exceeded, improve-
ments in bicycle, transit and pedestrian
facilities shall be implemented before road
widening is considered. Om‘ upcoming
event is the first test of that policy. ,

I It is great to see the emergence ofthe
anti-auto; anti-pavement movement gain-
ing momentum! Keep your eye out for
signs of our efforts as we are keeping up
the pressure here in Santa Cruz. Oh...and
please include People Power in your APM
Road Fighting Network (I believe we’ve
sent you over 300 signatures for the pav-
ing moratorium petitions).

 Enclosed are some pictures ofa more
personal effort to reduce pavement——we
tore out our driveway last month. €(The
car in the photo is actually a prop——we
haven’t owned one for about five years.)
Pavement is really not that difficult to pull
up! Pass it on!

Jim & Jessica Denevan, Co-founders
A People Power . '

Santa Cruz, CA P p i

Dear Jan, i V _
Thank you for the copy of Paving

Moratorium Update. The Bank values
nature, so we can make money from de-
veloping natural systems. Development
would be defined as replanting road right-
of-ways—not repaving!

John Pozzi, Shareholder L
Global Resource Bank
Hallandale, FL  .

Dear Jan, .   1
A I agree. Expanding or increasing
paved/or unpaved roadways is l a lousy p
way to go. I’m hoping some/most of
Clinton’s $20 billion package for infra-
structure will be spent on mass transit, t
sewage treatment and other more envi-
ronmentally desirable ends. Keep up the
pressure! W  

Lucy Blake
y j California League of Conservation

Voters .
San Francisco, CA I

t See nextpage
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Dear Ms. Lundberg:
On behalf of John C. Sawhill, Presi-

dent and Chief Executive Officer of The
Nature Conservancy, thank you for your
letter and for your interest in The Nature
Conservancy.

We were pleased to learn about “Al-
liance for a Paving Moratorium.” Best
wishes for your success. , A

Jennifer Columbus, Member
Relations Coordinator
The Nature Conservancy ' A

 _ i&l____  

Dear APM:
Your publication is awesome—and

so right-on. It’s a natural connection:
forests, no roads, gardening, no paving,
bikes-—some of my favorite things. I am
working at Petrolia High School—if you
are interested in doing a presentation at
the school, give me a call. Here’s to you
and your good works‘! .

Mickey Dulas
Petrolia, CA
 

Dear Jan:
Here’s some news from the state of

Ohio. A few days ago Lt. Governor Mike
DeWine’s daughter, a journalist in her
early 20s, was killed in a highway auto-
mobile accident while on assignment. The
angle to the story I read was how sympa-
thetic the Governor and Mrs. Voinovich
were to the family as they too has lost a
daughter who was hit by motorist as a
young girl while walking to school.

During the past month my pretty
daughter has been involved in two high-
way mishaps which resulted in a severely
damaged auto and in the second case a
sprained foot. It could have been a lot
worse.  

I haven’t owndd a car for 8 years and
I enter them reluctantly. I, a resident of
Toledo, live in the shadow ofHemy Ford’s
marketing program which was to destroy
all public transportation. Right now, in
Toledo, transport is considered a lower-
class venue for the old, the impoverished
and the deranged.

An age-old mother‘s lament is about

the sorrow inflicted by wars killing our
sons. Perhaps it is now time to address
the new reality of how automobiles are
killing our daughters. A

Lou Anne Mills, Director
Toledo Design Forum
Toledo, OH

'i'-'1'?-1' Iii ' IIIIIII-If I *' -"Inn-an-If"  |i

Mr. Lundberg:
I became aware of the Paving Mora-

torium Update/Auto-Free Times ‘via Tom
DeMarco of World Without Cars, who
also worked in Newfoundland for a while.
I am now writing to ask for assistance in
an anti-highway campaign we are waging
here. ,

Our provincial and national govern-
ments here intend to route a four-lane
divided highway through a popular park
on the outskirts of St. John’s. Presssure is
primarily from business interests, through
the politicians they support. Traffic does
not justify the proposed highway. Nor
does any sensible view of our global fu-
ture, although, here as almost everywhere
this is hard to get across to people.

I enclose a copy ofan article that sets
out our concerns and our efforts to stop
this highway. As you can see, things here
are rather behind the times, though not as
much as all that, to judge from some of
the issues covered in your publication.

We are continuing to lobby the rel-
evant -officials. The new Liberal govem-
ment may be more responsive to environ-
mental arguments, and is certainly inter-
ested in rationalizing politically motivated
spending promises by the previous gov-
ernment. If you could publish a note
asking concerned individuals to write: The
Honourable Sheila Copps, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Environment,
House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario,
KIA OA6, CANADA, asking for a
poltical review ofthe environmentally and
economically irresponsible St. John’s
Outer Ring Road, it would sure help.

John C. Bear
Pippy ParkConservation Society
St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada

Dear Jan and Team,
Thanks very much indeed for the lat-

est issue of the Update. It was marvellous
to hear from you again. You really are
doing some fantastic work. Your cam-
paign on depaving is excellent, and clearly
becoming more and more popular, but
I’m especially pleased to read in the Up-
date that you are still plugging away about
the dangers ofoverpopulation and the need
for eco-democracy. I thoroughly support
this tactic sincethere is absolutely no point
in trying to stop roads/cars if we don’t
also try to prevent human overpopulation
and the decimation ofwildlife. I

I The opposition to roads in this coun-
try has suddenly erupted after the Depart-
ment of Transport and Tarmac hired a
bunch of thugs to beat up a few young
protestors—-some of whom were teenage
women. Rumours have it that a new or-
ganization ‘Roads Alert’ will be set up to
tiy to block the government’s massive 23
billion-pound road construction
programme. A

Bob Finch  
The Mundi Club M
Headington, Oxford, England
 

Good People:
Enclosed is a check for $30 to sub-

scribe to your publication. We live in a
sparsely populated township of many
miles ofcrumbling asphalt roads and hope
to help bring about a reversion to more
gravel roads. We’re particularly inter-
ested in your “Blueprint for Depaving.”
Greatly looking forward to your first mail-
ing to us. '

_ Louise Mulier
Corinth, VT
 

Dear APM: p
Yours is a wonderful, creative idea. I

read your insert in the latest Earth First!
Journal. Of course I’m impelled to join.
Enclosed is my check as a senior member
of APM. _ '

We must convince the public that we  
must divorce our cars—the sooner, the
better. Latest AAA figures show a 47-
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Lettersmi.
cent per mile operating cost. I

I ride my tricycle, and when it rains
or snows I take the bus. Reclaim planet
Earth for people! A

I John Saemann
Eugene, OR’ .

Dear APM, I
Great publication! We’ve just called to
get‘ 50 copies. Your work is tremendous.
I will let you know soon about Friends of
the Earth joining the Alliance officially.

" Brent Blackwelder, Vice President
Friends of the Earth '
Washington, DC

Dear Alliance,
Here’s a good one for you (article on

efficient cars). What an attitude! Like,
people are going to make wars anyway,
so we might as well give them all smaller
guns so they don’t do so much damage. I
hadn’t realized Europe was being buried
under cars so badly. I guess that’s why
there’ s such a strong car-resistanceimove-
ment there. I find it hard to understand
why Europeans wouldwant cars. There’s
no wilderness there, which to my mind is
the only possible reason for wanting a
car—-to get to the wildemess. That’s an-
other destructive attitude, but I seem to be
stuck there. Death to the car! i

Kelpie Wilson I
Takilma, OR: V

l

Hey, Jan, v
We need you here even more than

they need you in Arcata. There is not
nearly enough public transportation in the
Bay Area. A tiny fraction of the people
who commute to San Francisco take pub-
lictransportation. Many more would if it
were available. I used to commute by
BART [Bay Area Rapid Transit]. It was
horrendously crowded. We need more
trains and buses, less cars. Keep up the
good work! A

Susan Da Silva
Concord, CA _  

Dear Mr. Lundberg,   
There's, a serious contradiction run-

ning through your special Nov. l issue.
On one hand, you assert that “more roads
= more people” and that, since 1930, the
U.S. has exceeded its population carrying
capacity “by a factorof two at a mini-
mum.” On the other, you observe that
bikes can transport twice as many people
per meter-width of lane per hour than
cars, that rail can transport approximately
12 times as many, and that moreefficient
forms of transport generally promote
denser and more efficient living arrange-
ments.  

j Unfortunately, these two ideas are at
odds. Denser communal modes mean
more peopleper square meter. More effi-
cient modes oftransport mean more people
traveling along a given transportation cor-
ridor in a given time. Both meanmore
people overall. By pleading for sounder,
saner communal and transportation modes,
you are actually calling for a politico-
industrial transfonnation which could lay
the basis for population growth rather than
decline. I

C Not that I think there’s P anything
wrong ifyou are. Whereas more cars (not
to mention more fast-food joints, parking
lots, and suburban sprawl) mean more
crowding and congestion, more people
per se do not. If efficiency is understood
as the ability to extract more wealth from
fewer raw materials, it means the ability
to extract more living space out of less
land and resoiu'ces.I It also means the
ability to achieve a higher quality of life
without polluting the environment in
which life takes place. Properly mea-
sured, meaning when all enviromnental
extemalities are taken into account, effi-
ciency means not more sprawl but less (at
least per capita), more parks, gardens, and
open spaces, and cleaner and more attrac-
tive surroundings. All those clogged high-
ways in Southern Califomia are an indi-
cation not of over-development, but of
under-development. They are a sign of
politico-technological primitivism which
l.lS6S HlOl'6 and l'I'lOl'€ I‘-8S_Ol.l1'CBS IO l6SS and

lessieffect. I
Daniel Lazare .

Dear APM, it '
I am working on road closures to

protect Port Orford cedar in southwest
Oregon. This tree, endemic to southwest
Oregon and northwest California, is im-
pacted by an introduced root disease that
is spreadby mud on vehicles and equip-
ment. The disease then flows down drain-
ages to kill only Port Orford cedar.

There is vehement opposition to road
closures by locals and road hunters, even
though many of the closures are only pro-
posed for the wet winter season. They not
only gain influence to keep roads open,
but illegally break through and vandalize
gates on a regular basis.

I would like to enlist your political
support through whatever means you
have—letter-writing, publicity, lobbying,
etc.-—to help counteract this blatent
anthropocentrism. More closures are
needed, including seasonal, year-round,
and obliteration for a variety ofreasons-
Port Orford cedar, wildlife poaching, and
sedimentation.

I will be glad to forward information
on our proposed road closures for your
support. Please help.

Bill Forbes
J Leopold Club 7

Dear Peacists/APM:
Bless you on your mighty dedication

and efforts! .
I As you see (enclosures) my major
focus is anti-nuclear, but we are all inter-
connected like entangled spaghetti. Plus,
Grand Rapids, Michigan is grimly pro-
ceeding on a super-South Beltway, 25 plus
years promised. I Hopefully your work
can update us!

I Could you sendAuto-Free Times and
Healing L.A.‘? I'm visiting L.A. soon. .

PS: Pro-nukers gloat that electric cars
mean more nuclear power—do. you have
a boffo response? Thanks always.  

COI'lI1I_16 Carey and!for grandkids
 Mike, Megan, Grandon & Lynny

Yes, Corinne and grandkids, there is a
boflo response. Several. The one Ijust
flashed on is that proponents ofany kind

I .

_ I

l' .
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ofcar, and any kind ofnuke (or any kind of t
powerplant) are ofthe same strange world
view: they manipulate nature, putting hu-
mans first-—shortsightedly—while con-
tinuing to generate entropy on a massive
scale. You are quite right that electric cars
do play into the hands of the nuke profi-
teers. But there are so many other reasons
to reject cars and nukes that to link them is
an example of desperate conversational
activism. I don ‘t blame you, though, since
activists are oflen hard-pressed tofind any
meaning in the usualpaper-game activism.

_i ___ '|__ 4 ' | - 7 T —- - --- ~ --- -7 __I-____ _______ _

Dear Alliance:
Please send me a copy of your news-

letter. I may want to join your organiza-
tion. I have been the only bicycle advo-
cate on the coast for 150 miles (Mobile to
New Orleans). If anyone heads this way,
tell them I have free bicycle to use, a hot
meal, and a bed.

Bicycle Bill DuKate
318 4th Street, Biloxi, MS 39530

 i —' H —- —— I

had a petition anyways.
Randall Hartman
Torrance, CA

The end doesn’t justify the means, but
once we hadso many names and addresses
we figured people wanted to learn more
and get a chance to support us further.
You have been the only person to object
that we know of The important thing is

Dear APM: for us to join together and stop the bull-
Please remove my name from your

mailing list. And do not rent, sell, or trade
it to anyone else. I think it is wrong for
you to solicit a petition and then take the
address without peoples permission. In
fact, it was probably the only reason you

dozers, cars, trucks, etc. Thanksfor sign-
ing and then writing. Your feelings may
inspire others-—resulting in a soonerpav-
ing moratorium on planet Earth and be-
yond.

_____'-“__-_!

I IIII IIIIIII

unbleached 100% cotton)
El $100 lifetime member (free T-Shirt)
El $15 student/senior (or III $30 for ‘T-shirt for student/senior)
El Please send me a sample petition. III Send a publications list
CI We would like assistance fighting a local road project.

(Please send a one-page description of your project.)

highways, logging roads, shopping malls, cars and trucks.
El I'm enclosing a tax-deductible contribution of $ . :::::::: A.
III I'll do more and sign up as a paying member of the Alliance. In addition to

a subscription to The Paving Moratorium Update/Auto-Free Times, I will
receive information releases and networking opportunities. --

III $30 regular member III $45 sponsor (free T-shirt: large, organic

Nam°i.___...._.. -_ ___.__.... . _ _+_i__

Address: g _ g M

Group, if any:_,_, __ p p _
Ill List our group as an Alliance member. Concept and an by Peter Bmlver

Join the Paving Moratorium I-‘[59 1-..5||m with
Movement & Subscribe! *|'°"*°'*"iP!

U Yes, I m _|Olnll'lg the Alliance to help stop road building. Consider me a ‘E
supporter of the campaign. We must develop the many altematives to more
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Street or l’.(). Box, Suite or Apt. no., City, State, Zip or postal code, Country

Ph°"°1  _ .  -__,-,_ _ U Call or write me aboutagift Subscription.
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(Is address label on other side accurate? Please correct on back label)
Make Ch6Cl(S payable to Alliancefor a Paving Moratorium P.O. Box 4347, Arcata, CA, 95521 USA

V Alliance for a Paving Moratorium is a project of Fossil Fuels Policy Action Institute, a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) California corporation.
Your contributions are tax-deductible.


