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August 13 - September 4 A
THE RETURN or

THE POSSE
Remember: there's no justice, just us...
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rucksacks

BritishlUSlGerman camouflage

high leg para boots

Black moleskin trousers and shirts

German para boots - all sizes

kit bags '
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4 FOCUS

Alternative news from here and there

7 FINE YOUNG RADICALS
They’ve been dismissed as ideahsts and trouble-makers but
the new generation of eco-warriors is making more sense

than any of the politicians

12 THE WARRIORS OF WANSTEAD
Miss Pod visits the warriors on the front-line of the anti-
roads campaign in east London and discovers that the war

cry is Keep It Fluffy '

21 A BILL TOO FAR
The Governinent’s Crirmnal Justice Bill has already Issu

defeated its Ob_]BClllVB Rather than squashing our
generation is has brought us all closer together

24 NEW SQUATLAND YARD
411 Flats Empty For 18 Years Artillery Mansions,

opposite New Scotland Yard, was an embarrassing eyesore
Then the Freedom Network moved in

26 A REICH BLOODY LIBERTY \ \
The parallels between the Criminal Justice Bill and Hitler s
persecution of gypsies and wild youth cliques’ ss alarming

to say the least, says David Monaghan

28 MASSIVE BUT PASSIVE
Against all odds, the Exodus collective has produced a

blueprint for alternative community living Miss Pod went
to see if they re satisfied with the life they re livmg

32 THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON
The Grass-Roots Environmental Movement Has A New
Weapon Eco-Magicki Pod Recalls Tales Of Dragons,

Goddesses and Space Goats

36 FLOWERS IN CONCRETE
Shane Collms is one of a new breed of radicals in the

Green Party Here he talks about the growing number of
DIY groups who are sowing the seeds of a future full of

hope

40 A PERMANENT SOLUTION”
During the recession, the number of permaculture groups

has mushroomed But what exactly are they up to‘?

42 BRICK BY BRICK
Members of the Brixton Local Exchange Trading system
talk about the benefits of switching from cash to bricksl

44 LETTER FROM BEIJING
Karen Smith reports from Ch1na’s capital and catches a pair

of pigs in the act

46 RACHEL RANTER COLUMN
Rachel Rants Again

E D ’ S
MING Fnem...

ave you noticed the wind?’ someone asked
1SS Pod recently. ‘It’s strange isn’t it. It’s

kind of exciting and kind of unsettling at the
same time.’ Some won’t have it but many
people Miss Pod’s been speaking to recently
identify the strange gales that have been
whipping across the country as the winds of
change.
One things for sure, change is the word on
everyone’s lips at the moment. It’s a strange
situation. On the one hand, we have a country
where people’s powers have been slowly worn
away leaving them feeling isolated, frustrated
and angry. A feeling that there’s no way to
voice their discontent. V
On the other hand, there’s an amazing surge of
energy coming from many different areas. At
the roots of this is us. It’s our generation that
is leading the way and building up a voice that
is saying ‘Enough is Enough’.
The Government has systematically
scapegoated the most deprived members of our
society in order to take the focus away from
reactionary policies that have no place in 1990s
Britain. But when they picked on our
generation and introduced the Criminal Justice
Bill in order to criminalise alternative lifestyles
and the new tide of dissent, the words on
everyone’s lips were, ‘They’ve picked on the
wrong people this time.’
The Bill was designed to silence us, but it has
only brought the DIY generation closer
together. The Government forgets we’ve got
some formidable weapons; namely youth,
energy and vision. What have they got‘? Only
more of the same. But more importantly,
we’ve got the edge. Our strongest weapon is
Non-Violent Direct Action. Peaceful resistance
has proved to be the key to highlighting some
of the major issues of our time. It worked for
Ghandi. It worked for the Suffragettes. It’s
working for us. In this issue Miss Pod traces
the origins of this new movement and talks to
some of the groups on the front line of change.
Perhaps things will have to get worse before
they get better but with courage and
detennination, we can make a difference.
Watch the sky and tread lightly.

Editor Miss Pod
Pod Art Stephen Harper

-r’ ~1-.- Pod Graphics Jonathan Clayton J , 4 _,__..
I K ‘. T """" Pod Address PO Box 23 London SE4 ISW. “ 

w R Cover Security guard behind wall at M11 Link building site.
Back cover Kane The Exploding Teabag Company artwork made to measure for publications, posters, sound systems, festies etc. 55 Martindale Ave,
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RA]|\ll3@VW—[€WlIA HITS
K€I\lTISH T@Wl\T

Here’s a lesson in perseverance. After spending two years trying to
find a base, the Rainbow Tribe has finally managed to get
permission to set up their One World Rainbow Centre in a former
church in Highgate Road, Kentish Town.
Pete and his fellow tribespeople have so far squatted five empty
properties including the site for a McDonald’s restaurant in
Hampstead, a former BCCI bank in Marble Arch, a five storey town
house in Park Lane, a group of houses owned by the University of
London and a former Salvation Army office. All of the squats ended
in eviction. A -
Now it looks like the Church of England will allow the Tribe to stay
at their new location - for the time being anyway. Maurice, a local
rector pops in from time to time and has given a slide show on his
work with native tribes in South America. The Church is still
encouraging prospective buyers but as Pete points out, ‘There’s the
Forum concert venue on one side and a fire station on the other, so
it’s~ pretty noisy. They’ve brought along Portuguese Christians,
Egyptian Christians, all sorts of Christians but these days, they just
haven’t got enough Christians to go around.’
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Since the beginning of the year, the Tribe has been busy turning the
church into an environmental/arts community centre. When POD
paid a visit recently, the Tribe had set up a large but cozy communal
kitchen with their own recycling information and separate bins to
divide up rubbish. Most of the communal food is collected from
supermarket skips and reject fruit and veg is collected from markets.
There always seems to be a big pot of veggie stew on the boil.
In the main section of the church, a strange selection of bender
bedrooms have been set up between the pews. Pete’s bedroom is
behind the organ pipes upstairs. A tent-like roof made up of draped
strips of material and the selection of cushion and rugs over the
floor, gives it a distinctly Bedouin feel.
The Tribe now has its own office, art room and meditation space.
Offshore State Circus and their double-decker bus wintered the back
yard together with chickens, children and three-legged dog.  
The Rainbow Centre was also the venue for an alternative press
conference held by the many groups opposed to the Criminal Justice
Bill . The pews were filled with probably the most alternative
congregation the church has ever seen; Anti-roads campaigners,
travellers, hunt saboteurs, the Stonehenge Campaign (who set out
their exhibition on boards in the shape of the stones) the Pagan
Federation and the Dragon Environmental Group. Hopefully this is
the start of great things. Blessed be.
If you want to find out more or get involved, contact the One World
Rainbow Centre on (O71) 267-0828.
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wrurr I|\rr€LLIeeN€e?

Perhaps the least well kept secret among the members of Wiltshire Constabulary is a
bulletin by the Southern Intelligence Unit. Although the bulletin is labelled, ‘This
Document Is Confidential. For Police Eyes Only,’ it has been widely distributed among
campaign groups. And no wonder they wanted to keep it away from the prying public.
The bulletin gives details of ‘Operation Snapshot’, a county to county account of travellers’
movements and festival activities. Under ‘West Mercia’, the report refers to the
Castlemorton Court Case in which 10 people stood trial for causing a public nuisance at the
Castlemorton festival in 1992. The report concludes: ‘There is no support for the
defendants at the Court, they are all on their own. Ah!!!’ So much for police impartiality.
The defendants must have had some support as they were all cleared! Taxpayers won’t be
so happy though. The three month trial is thought to have cost around £4million.
Subsequent pages of the bulletin list the successes and failures of stopping raves and
spying on traveller camps around the country. A certain P.C. Alder from Surrey
Constabulary is quoteas‘ saying that Surrey police’s policy is, ‘ that Raves will not happen.
illegal or otherwise.’
What planet are these people on‘?

SU’SP€N’D€R S€N’T€N‘C€ FOR DQNGA PR@T€"5T€R
Some people might be daunted by the prospect of facing a hearing at the High Court but
not Dongas tribesman Graeme Lewis. Graeme appeared in court to face a civil charge of
breaking an injunction banning him from the site of the M3 road-building on Twyford
Down. To show his feelings for the injunction, Graeme stripped down to stockings and
suspenders - before popping a plastic bag over his head. The message: what's good enough
for deceased tory MP Stephen Milligan is good enough for him. (Milligan was MP for
Eastleigh, just round the corner from Twyford Down). Unimpressed, the judge jailed him
for four months. Graeme was the 10th person to be imprisoned for campaigning against
the Government’s £20 billion road building scheme.
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Following on
from an article
on Brixton’s
CoolTan Arts
collective in the
last issue, POD
received a letter
from Candy,
one of the
models in
CoolTan’s ‘Sign
On’ fashion
show. In the
feature, we said
that some of the
models wore
hair extensions

nu?

1'."-ll»

made out of
pubic hair. :9 ____
Candy would like it to be known that in
fact, they were normal hair extensions
attached to the models’ pubic hair. She
enclosed this slightly censored photo to
illustrate her point. Cheers Candy.

UGLY IVIIJGLYS
Thanks to Maria from Forest Hill for sending in this cutting from Jamaica's Weekend Star.

eco-vvnnnions rnnouan"rite LGNS... WPHCH PARISH PRODUCES
Road, a photographic exhibition that charts the story of the new anti-
roads movement from Twyford Down to the present day, is touring the
country.
Birmingham-based photographer Nigel Dickinson has spent a lot of
time with eco-warriors and his work gives a powerful insight into their
lives and beliefs. Look out for Road coming to a space near you.

l!llD(l\i[l\S’T€R MORRIS GOSSIP
News from his Ambience Mixmaster Morris. Apparently there is a
Spanish DJ who uses a stylus made from ice! Why‘? For added chill‘?
Who Knows. Following on from couch potatoes, Morris tells up that
apparently computer-junkies are now known as mouse-potatoes. -

lilT@RRJS’S ALL TIll'f€TOP T€|\f Al‘lTBI€NT
CLASSIC’ ALBUMS.

1. Steve Hillage: Rainbow Dome Mu sic
2. Terry Riley: Rainbow in Cu rved Air PM

3. Kraftwerk: Ralph and Florian
4. l—lariTIonia: lillusic From Harmonia , -- . .1. .' _:_

5. White N‘oise: Electric Storm in Hell -  A
6. €dgar Froese (the talented one in Tangerine

Dream!) Aqua
7. Ambient 3: €’no and Laraaji

8. Tonto's €Xpanding Headband: Zero Time
9. Steve Reich: Nlusic For 18 liilu sicians

10. Robert Wyatt: Rock Bottom (pure undiluted
€nglish ]-lippiedom) the bUS.

THE ‘UGLIEST’

FU star__ QUESTION ,,a~*

MEN?
THERESA WILLIAMS

KINGSTON. If I did uelv
like some of the man a see
a Klnaston I would take off
mi head and stone it. Patoo
a sweet bov to most a de
man them In Klnaston.F

q.

CARDELLA RICHARDS

':'r':' . ."§.

VERA DONALDSON
KINGSTON. If you want

to witness uolv man ao to
Kingston. I stand up a
Downtown Parade one day
and see a little short man
In a three-piece brown suit
— is the ualiest man a ever
see. A lauah so till the con-
ductor almost take me off

Last week the man them
dissed we woman so teck
vu medicine. The uollest
man them come from Han-
over. is like fl them uallness
HANG-OVER more than the
rest of Ddrlshes.

MARLENE BOGLE
St. CATHERINE. I went

down to a certain place near
the sea and is the ualiest
man dem ah ever see. Yu
know sea lion. Some a the
men resemble that and God
horse. one ualv Insect vu
find on plmento seed.

TANEISHA WILLIAMS
KINGSTON. This is the

Dflrish with the uallest men.
If me did uolv like the men
I see in Kinflston I would
sue my mother and me
would win the case too. And
If those men form fool all
the ludoe would sue them
for ihem double uallness.

PAULA GRAHAM
St CATHERINE at a

Dlace call Old Harbour Bav.
when dem de man Iauoh
dem face fava pot cover
and iackass ctlbbv.

KERRY-ANN GAYLE
St. Catherine. I decided

to sleep with a St. Catherine
man one nleht and when
him take oif him clothes
Ina the nltlht. him was so
utIlv'a run lett him naked
In the room.

SHARON BOOTHE
MOCHO In Clarendon has

the uailest man. Ever see
Pink Panther Ia cartoon
character) is so some oi
the men them look and them
dress lust like Snaaana
Puss.



IIICCOOL DUDE?
The giants had it easy. Reading a brochure
about the Giant’s Causeway in Northern Ireland,
I discover that it was once inhabited by a giant
called Finn McCool, who is said to have built the
causeway to entice a giantess from across the
seas. A rhyme dedicated to the giant goes like
this: He lived most happy and content. Obeyed
no law and paid no rent.’

veeeie’ VICTORY’
Good news for Vegetarians. Between 1988 and
1992, sales of vegetarian food increased by 26%
to £l1.1billion. Organic produce sales grew
more than four fold to £92.5million. The
number of meat-free eaters is now estimated at
around four million of Britain’s population. This
compares with just 0.2million at the end of the
Second World War. Keep vegging!

RAMETtSU“Rfli
A gold star to Sunnyside party organisers. The
group has been giving out special ‘Raver Savers’
at their parties. The small plastic clip-bag
contains: a sticker, a tiny leafet about the
Criminal Justice Bill, roach-card, Rizla, matches,
chewing gum, multivit pill and cannabis seed.

FOOD FOR Tl-IOIJGHT
Pod award for most innovative used of this mag
goes to Simon Moore from Perthshire who
managed to barter his copy of Pod for a pound
of mature cheddar. More canny barters very
welcome. '

GREEN POST
Great to see the number of people sending stuff to
Pod in recycled envelopes. Refuse, reuse, recycle,
repair, RELAX!

PODALEIRTI
Miss Pod is on a quest to find some
wonderful people to help gather
advertising for this mag. If you’d
like to see Pod grow and sprout in
new directions and have some
experience in linking up with like-
minded groups who are interested
in advertising, please, please get in
touch. That goes for all you
potential advertisers out there too!
(All rates negotiable). Write to Miss
Pod, PO Box, London SE4 ISW.

ll[OL€ JAlL€D?
ridden teenager Adrian Mole? Probably
not. But Miss Pod has been wondering

turned him into a wrong ‘rm. Recently
she notice an newspaper article saying
that one Adrian Mole, 43, was jailed for
a record 28 years after repeatedly
raping two young girls. The ‘Z0-stone
monster’ even video’d the attacks. Not
a happy ending.

\J’ *7“

FWEESJEHJ

LIFESPAN, the community
that produces the commune
directory Diggers and - ' ercu;-rentsDmmm is mung for new quarterly video magazine, Und
msmbsll I-ifsflren is I will certainly put you in a positive frame of
twenty year old community
of 19 use the
Yorkshire moors. They
have three acres of land in

Ever wondered what happened to angst- the
countryside. It's been going
ten years and they are

_ lookin for eo le with '
if Mole’s unrequited teenage years = energyg and colfimifjnent to the media portrays NVDA, Undercurrents

inject new blood into the
community. For more info
write with details of who
you are what your interests
are, to Lifespan
Community, Townhead,
Dunford Bridge, Sheffield,
S30 6TG.
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During one of the No M11 Link Campaign’s ‘actions’ in
Wanstead, I bumped in Helen, a member of the Dongas
Tribe.. ‘Come and watch this,’ she said carrying a T-shirt
She approached one of the security guards and presented
him with the T-shirt. Once the T-shirt was unfolded, I could
clearly see the words, ‘Useless Wanker’ printed across the
front. It turned out that the security man was one of the
‘friendlies’ and was game enough to pose for a picture with
the said T-shirt. Just goes to show that even security men
can be game for a laugh.

SIIIALL WORLD
GETS BIGGER

Small World video productions is looking
for green campaign groups/individuals to
share their new North London office space.
There are five rooms available with rent
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services.
* Incidentally, if you’re still wary about
non-violent direct action, Small World’s

G ranging from £16-22 a week. £8 will get
H you a desk. All rents include rates and

mind. An inspiring selection of ‘actions’
from around the country, including the No

middle of the M11 Link Road Campaign, protests against
the Criminal Justice Bill and a look at how
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Issue One is vital viewing for those who
want to stay in touch with the grass-roots
eco-scene. Truly moving stuff. For more
information call Zoe or Jamie on (071)
272-5255.
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JULY
30111: Fordham Park Urban Free Festival,
Fordham Park, New Cross. Not to be missed. A
great festie.
27111 (0 318112 Big Green Gathering, ‘The
Green Event of The Year’ held in the Vale of the
White Horse, between Swindon and Oxford.
Environmental Awareness, Alternative Technology,
Green Politics, Craft Workshops, Green Market,
Direct Action Training and more. Tickets £20 for
adults, children free from The Big Green

Gathering, PO Box 123, Salisbury, SP2 0YA..

AUGUST
12-13-14th: Chill Out Highland Gala,
Scottish Highlands. A free festival in beautiful
countryside. An ambient bonanza with video
graphics and sound sculptures. Includes a special
debate on alternative lifestyles. For more
information call Lynn or Pete on (071) 737-5301.
19-20-21 St: Friendly Folk Fayre. Bands:
Back To The Planet, RDF, Shriekback, Slightlydelic,
The Great Imperial YoYo, Wizards of Twiddly and
more. Proceeds to The Big Issue, MIND and The
Cheshire Wildlife Trust. Advance Tickets only £20
(kids under 15 free). Tickets from Wayahead
Ticket office, Birmingham and Nottingham; Rival
Concert Tickets, Bristol; Penny lane Records,
Chester; Cavendish Travel, Leeds; The Cream
Shop, Liverpool; Piccadilly Box Office, London and
Manchester; Derricks Records, Swansea.

SEPTEMBER
41112 Greenpeace Fundraiser, Hulver Farm, St.
Michael’s South Elmham, Bungay, Suffolk. Bands,
clowns, story tellers, stalls, etc. Phone 0379
640335 for more details.
2181-301112 Anarchy In The UK - ‘Ten Da_ys
That Shook The World.’ A look at Anarchy from
50s beatniks to today’s free-thinkers. Participants
include: Chumbawamba, members of Faslane
Peace Camp, Mutoid Waste Company, Club Dog,
The Sea and Exploding Cinema. Possibles include:
Malcolm McLa.ren, Jello Biafra, The Levellers,
Hawkwind, Bjork, Ozric Tentacles, John Cooper-
Clarke, Allan Ginsberg, Back To The Planet and
Benjamin Zephaniah. For more info sent SAE to
Anarchy in the UK ‘94, PO BOX 1096, Bristol, BS99
IBW. (10-day festival pass £25.)

NOVEMBER
London’s Victoria and Albert Museum is
attempting to cast off its fuddy-duddy image by
putting ‘on an exhibition celebrating street
fashions from the 1940s to the present day.
‘Street Style’ will trace the‘ history of different
youth cultures or ‘tribes’. It includes original
clothes worn by the Dongas Tribe and features
POD in its catalogue!
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News from Los Angeles. Jason aka
Cinnamon Twist, is among a
growing number of people trying
to spread a deeper message to the
new wave of raves-type party
outfits in the USA. He has put
together tapes of interesting
thoughts from various persons
both famous (G.I. Gurdjieff) and
non-famous. He also publishes a
newsletter of alternative
information and US ‘zines and
newssheets. For a Tribal Donut

5 *1111 tape or general info, write
Z to 41 Sutter Street, Box 1348, San
7 Francisco, California, 94104.

garden in the heart of Tory Chelsea.
The only thing they’ve missed out is NO
FUN. Is this the kind of thing the Tories
would like to plant in all our open
spaces‘?
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nce, l3ritain’s
fields were filled
with cows. Ifthe

nnnn __ government has
gits way, ou r iutu re
cou ntryside may

ell be filled with
cars. But a new

generation of grass-roots
enironmentalists is deter- -

, + +mlned to make sure this
grim picture never
becomes a reality.

Iillany say that the story of the new eco-warriors t
began with the Dongas Tribe. The tale oi’ the Dongas is in

itself an unusual one. It started with one young couple. For some
reason that they themselves find hard to explain, the Tribe's fou nder
members, Sam and Steil", were drawn to Winchester, Middle
Efngland. In the months before they arrived, the pair had been living
an idyllic existence working and travelling around the South oi’
France. But something pulled them back to England. ‘As soon as

iwe arrived in Winchester, we began to bump into loads oi interest-
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ing people and friends we hadn't seen For years,’ says Sam. The -
pair soon learned that Twyford Down, a designated area of out- ...
standing natural beauty outside Winchester, was under threat iirom
an extension to the lil'I3 motorway. At that point, Friends Of The
Garth had already set up a camp in the
water meadows below the Dongas; a ‘]TH€ SPRQAD
series of ancient trackways at the heart [2 URT]_[€R *|‘]_[A|\|i .
of the Down, wom deep into the hill-
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side over thou sands of years. HAM? TH€  ’
The mounds were said to be part of “ms THAT IF THEN? CQULD

the tribal centre oi" Old Efu rope. ‘I think BULLDQZC ITVVYT QRD
the people at the F.O.€. camp saw us DQWNY THGYP GQT
as traveller-t pes lookin fortrou ble,’ ’ , S
Sam recal|s.y‘Theyweregal| wax jack- AWAY; WTFHAIIF |H]NG-
ets and ties. We didn't Feel welcome
at all. We started talking about setting up a camp to open up
the land again and tell people why it was so important that it
was saved from the bulldozer.’ Joined by several friends, Sam
and Steii’ moved onto the Dongas and began to organising a
series oi’ events around the pagan calendar. ‘I've always been -
interested in pagan beliefs,’ Sam explains. ‘It seemed logical to
hold events at times of planetary change.’ It wasn’t meant to be
a protest camp. But when news spread that a group of young
people were living at the foot oi" the Dongas, a steady stream
oi’ visitors came from all over the country. Some were so
inspired, they joined the camp perma
grew up.

ntly. In time, a tribe
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Pr@b,_=;b|y the most alarming example ofthis is Greenpeace’s bid to stop the
Thorp nuclear reprocessing plant from opening. In February this year, the High
Court turned down Greenpeace’s request for a public enquiry which would E I-
include a vital environmental impact survey before operations went ahead. And
if Thorp doesn‘t need an environmental impact su rvey, what does?! lt was yet
another example ofthe Governments wrong-headéd 6lI>PY@8¢h "9 @U" |<5"d and
our future.

‘Losing Twyford Down was devastating,’ says Sam Donga. ‘It wasn’t just one
of the most beautiful areas in southern (England, it was a place of great spiritual
power. ln a way, it was the greatest sacrifice. But perhaps-it had to be or
the campaign wou|dn’t have had such a strong impact.’

What the government hasn’t banked on however, is that we have - c
vision. (-Even if they refuse to remove their blinkers. WE Can $66 lhfiif ab
policies are in essence unsustainable. Whether it takes
20 years or 200 years, the result ofcurrent political atti- A H  if
tudes will be devastating. ln the classic book; Small ls y
Beautiful, author €.F. Schumacher points to what is per- i
haps the roots of the Tories’ approach. He quotes Lord
l\eynes, one of the founders ofmodern day economic thinking as
saying, ‘F or at least another hundred years we mu st pretend to ou r- T it
selves and to everyone that fair is foul and foul is fair; for foul is useful
and fair is not. Avarice and usury and precaution mu st be
our gods for a little longer still.’ Schumacher comments,
‘...lt is hardly an exaggeration to say that by now the ‘
gods he recommended have been enthroned.'

But at last, it looks like the time has come again when
the ordinary people are beginning to say enough’s
enough. What makes the Dongas and the new bands
of eco-warriors so inspiring are their weapons - name- - T '

I‘ I-4 -.lr-- .
‘ry Ii -In

ly humour and peaceful direct action. They echo the past _,;
-| - I I 0 I ,' .‘,'-' .',1.»;-.0‘:--_ ' c_ f . . . , .

peac e-movements; only this time they have technology on their _ _
side: computer nets, faxes and mobile phones are vital tools in the
game of fast communication and national networking.
‘Before Twyford, there was no real grass-roots environmental
movement,’ explains Howie, another Donga. ‘There was Earth .;

Ti

First! but that was quite removed from actually living on the land. ........  ;.,  §___  v ,. $11.;
The spirit of the Protest on the Down spread much further than ....
Hampshire. The feeling was that if they could bulldoze Twyford
Down, they could get away with anything. ’

Howie believes that it was mu sic that marked
the change. ‘Demos used to be quite h
heavy things to get involved with,
he says. ‘But Twyford wasn’t about
politics, it was about people and
land. We brought drums, we sang, e  
we danced. It was more of a celebra-
tion that a protest.’ Howie echoes the
feelings of many environmentalists.
‘l Ion of us has any faith in the political Q
system. All parties are as bad as each '

 
other. But our experiences gave us a
tribal spirit that completely threw the

A tribal gathering at St. Catherine’s Hill, Twyford Down, Hampshire.
g Photograph by l ligel Dickinson.

forc es working against us.’
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.. . . ll+ " Indra continues. It s making light of something that’s so devastating to u
_ all. There s no point in being depressed. We re young, we ’ve got energy. We

®|n have to stand up for ourselves. Violence only breeds violence,’ Indra adds. S
‘With all the things that have happened to us, it’s a miracle that we don’t get
violent. But we know there is a better way.’

Perhaps the strongest argument in favour of non-violent direct action is it’s
spirit. All that anger stored up inside can be channelling into a
positive, constructive approach to some ofthe major issues oft

our time. These new tribes personify the ethos behind DIX’ culture, in other
words, there ’s no point sitting around complaining about things. lf you want
change, you ’ve got to get offyour arse and Do lt Xou rself.

t But it’s not only the eco-warriors who are waking up. Communities all over the
country are quietly gathering together and taking back con-

trol. Gven the Sunday Times has picked up on this shift in
society. In a far-reaching article by Tflartin Jacques,

A former editor oflflarxism Today, the paper focusses
on how modern politicians have set a new precen-

- dent for mediocrity. ‘They stand before us like the
j§.;‘jf;‘i"f"I ‘‘‘‘  emperor with no clothes,’ he writes. ‘Stripped of the aura which

S once protected them.’ Jacques goes on to conclude:
D Q y ‘F ewer and fewer people believe in the party as a vehicle
I for change and as an object of their activities and affec-

tions...The formal boundaries of politics are dissolving. The
political world of parties and state has been invaded by a
vast range of institutions from civil society: from charities to

womeT§;;3roups, from cultural bodies to environmental organisa-
-. X.

tions. ny ofwhich can boast far higher levels ®fmEY¥€l'$\,b 1,
. | and_i5att\io_§>ation_ and which are almost invariab S ar more

J’ ‘ 1,, -i " " '

to or . 1 h  modfgitri tlieir_forif,'§of§_¥a,nis ion and
~1i\';iHty.’  f 1'. .

This change may be clouded by day
-" "£7 to day politics but have no dou bt.

-_=5;§;=:‘ these are exciting times. Whether
=5; f§‘5‘é‘=’?5‘%;;,, you believe in end-of-millenium pre-

dictions or just plain gut-feeling,
_ there is something in the

air. Thanks to the likes of
the Dongas and the grow-
ing number of tribes, we
have been shown a new

mi ' S way: a kind of quiet revo-
w' lution. It is our duty to act

on our beliefs too. The
' message from the eco-

warriors is clear: Tou ain’t
S seen nothing yet.
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F or more information about cam-
‘$5552 paigns in your area contact : Road Alert! -

the national information centre formed by members of
the Dongas Tribe. Road Alert! also publishes a very excellent _

J

inews sheet on current campaigns around the country. P@ Box 371,
Southampton. Hants, S&>97BS.  
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he end last Summer, the front line
nti-roads movement shifted to

~  Wanstead and Leytonstone in east
London. Ill new tribe of eco-war-
riors came together to try and stop

the construction of a £20 mil-
lion link road whieh will Cut  
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D-locked female
protester grimaces
as she is cut loose

PHOTOS: NIGEL DICKINSON ECO-WARRIOR CARRYING A TFllBAL STAFF
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who had been fighting the road o a

Gone of the most extraordinary houses was a few roads down

Leytonstone resident in his late fifties. With the help of fellow
campaigners he had literally turned his home into 6 fortress-
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reinforced with a fan of metal girders and railway 5lEEP5"5-
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. i we the front door was a heavy wooden shutter propped UP =-
l ' ‘ ’by a scaffold pole As soon as there s any sign of the bulldozers. you ll-'51 .-ogi, ""‘=.§§_5;i-" ,_ '

' S *E5==~ I t DU
‘$3-T1.

:-;-:-;-;-;-:-" - ' "-.,,__
“I-... I-1. ' %I‘I I I I | I _.

Io. -.,.,.- '-on II I -I'---.-1.

Illi-I-IIIQ '.'I*IIIIII>. 4. 'IIIII-II-I-Q IIIflIIiII--r' .IJlIII'l\iI‘ I-\1-oII-|a¢-- I
n-l4-~InIIIII0IIII-uIIo-.---II-IIIII IIIIiII\I-III--n-- -“rIIIIQIIQIQI-IIIQ-II-I-II-I .-----i---->-II-|nI---.._- ..---gpa----||q-I-q--II--s.-~IIII-IlIIIlII‘lIlIIlII-|-II»----,-.---|I--u.In~-.-..----~-5--I-III1-|>.|_-..Ian--.---IQII---gig;-,._. 4|-4.---quit----x-..-.

I--I|-III\il-l--II|----
o|-I-I-i-II-|------.---_--_|-I-Iq-.----_¢,,_ ..
--I-|-1+1--1;:---.¢--I.-no---I-,--..:I-1I-|aII1n-I----

- l'lllIII-r'l'I¢-I‘I\iCII-IIQQA--I-III---.-,.'i.,.

-¢o--

... ..-v .
--I

..l__ I
-1

. to Qtut TlllCk‘5 r Y 9_F_ I , eal glo Iy imifinqmon s noose hung down @m+ W was on the T®@‘F\NlTEr5 5 .

MM qr * oneI _ l lha I’ "'5 Chimney stackIt was liar VG lo. he threatened_ '
Oi I

e from €‘/er ifferent squals lhinany people"-wer E-
,3‘ lTidI€ndISy{i~'h€f'€. A imc,‘ SDG sound Seemed IQ gmmenng-

A Y‘om Fad‘ E .he air ma! 6, one street to ane [wally appeared IQ fC@m'”9

. ' . "j5"pr ms "5
1 ‘ 6 inet/erkr; “M9 ofr ~ ., 56”‘ on I @”’”@W wh "mp For I ii ”‘@'>t it‘@lTlorrow at W” re - mddy b fie QF

.-at, it
d or,’ lllicK if "away the pole and the shutter comes down over the i*'@"“ 9

explained with a glint in his eye.
~m

'5 5l<9i"5»1he opening to theTfir t floJ t s or had been board d.. leaving a small apmmg wide eneugh Fm we V e over.
q should slow dow . . . persemw Squegelhmu h‘ ‘Th

, . ged t ~ ~ .g , W‘ h W515? Sloop waiting to drench invaders.

. __ _ ' ‘

... A I" the front bedroo A
_ I 1 + . H g. T one person at either end puts theirwrfiii "lick €xp'a'"5d- ‘Then

I padlocks their wrist * S 6 S t mugh the Pipe a d__;;r 3 m tl + , - n
‘ have to l  ie middle" The ll

‘n l\ Cl yB QC awn the Wall ¢3l"€)U|']¢l QU

myself T lnously from it

-""li-.-.,____

g@lf)g IQ hav h ecallse 3/GU

5 I
raw” ‘31 you

i_._.



H dedication of people who know, despite the odds, that
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Ut d65l>iiE this, the campaigners seems to have the Afew weeks later, attention tu med to George Green, a mile or

A i ‘ so up the road in Wanstead at the other end olthe road-scheme.
The M11 linkwould cut straight across the green and the groupthey are doing something they believe in. ‘You get

‘ had built a tree house in a 200-year-old sweet chestnut tree.

mu nities.What we’ve got here is the energy and the time to physically
do something here and now.’

\_/

*Qi,.,,,¢, used to it,‘ says Susie who came to Leytonstone to
ck ex; ~_~".*,. ‘ A‘ ‘ + . l ‘ + 5

** Join a day of action and decided id gray, ']t’5 not Ju gt 5 g Local school kids had ,]9ll‘lE.d in to decorate the tree s branches
with tinsel and ribbon.protest. it's a symbol of ourtimes. People have had

enough of unwanted roads being forc ed on their com- When workmen started to build high wooden hoardingaround the Green, the campaigners moved in and managed to
pull it all down again. Again kids helped replace the small area
of grass where bulldozers had already started work and turned it
into a ‘peace garden’ with plants donated irom a local nursery.

These small delays may seem insignific ant on their own, but
the campaigners have a clear view of what they are trying to do.
‘€very delay causes a drain on the finances of the DoT’s £23 bil-

Later that evening, many oithe campaigners met up at a nearby
squat. A dozen or so people with drums and a didgerldoos gathered _,
around a fire in the back garden. It seemed a pretty peaceful scene
but it belied the enormous pressuresthe campaigners were under. Tiy
organising a full-sc ale operation ____/,
while living hand to mouth with a Défiv / lion national road building scheme, gets the whole issue raised inf ,

/Z5” the media and hopefully puts oFF other contractors from taking ondozen other people, in a squat
- ""' similar work,’ says Phil, a member of the Dongasthat could be demolished tomor )4 //

row, with no proper heating or elec- 7 0 "i5"¢‘ /zawo, ,,//,.,,, 5 Tribe-
//‘ " The sweet chestnut tree soon became one oFthetricity and hostility llrom people who //7;; 4,; 6,,-

9 //0'9 7% "Cé'fl”9¢' %"" -. most important symbols oF the anti-roads protest.haven‘t got iurtherthan the ‘dirty g
7""9”” 4» In the High Court, the campaigners had won aSqlatterst phase, and you»ll See ,7 /"~'-'3‘?/" Aazac/c-.1 Ad,/an ;,.;.,&_,¢./ significant case by claiming that the tree was.

- » - , /Q/u/la: ddnré/aar er-5' . Z’ ./7 / a legal dwelling because a letter had beenBut it wasn”t psi their living con- /7’ $‘_ era.-
§/ s t delivered by the Post ®Ffice to a speciallyditions. Around the fire,theytoldol /'2-.'=/-2/¢.% - ,,. , a e

74 7p“ J L70“? frag" made letter box in its branches. It wasthethe time invisible attackers had  .
Smashgd up cafs pafked in the yflfifl £z"§ %l$7//7-? ,¢;4ln_§$‘ trfie h@US€ ll‘! |Ega| 11$ be

 recognised by the British Courts. The cam-
streets where campaigners were liv- /4», I5” -

7 7 aw 5/0“ 54”” /""/ ;"’*"‘-" Q4’-"11?-1 a‘ ners managed to delay the destru Ctioning; the numerous occasions they y 1 P I9
A’; A1 s of George Green while the Department oi"gird been arrested tor extraordinzrry '5-'1 6- 4'4»'i¢.e-d- ¢7,,,.,,,,,,,9_ /g__,____w4 L7 T rt h dt th h th mt

enc es like ‘damaging a piece 0-,,_¢._ g _ _ _ ranspo a o go roug E Dmc £55#1. 5;7'/:=1~;oi4o/ /A-'7;.',7.:rfi"‘#01-"r 74>» é/.-4:, getting a Formal eviction order.
string’; and the night when a group

/°¢-swé ‘ In the end though, the campaigners knewclaiming to be members olthe ¥as- 9--,4,-;¢_,»_,.,,,/,0” _z_- ”/‘? ”"’°/' /""""‘-""*-’ that the bulldozers would move in. A tip-
cist roup Combat18 burst intoa 5,4
Campaigners Sql at  Aer‘ ¢:>:-" H6, ,3! % .,7aAr_ flfiérfi gpgnfs oFF came into the campaign olfice that

But there were some positive ¢¥~//4,,,,,_¢__,a#Hé Q _ A police were going to move in before
stories too. Like the one about the 747'” *5’ .==u.-».- ¢é',-,1-,¢, dawn on TUESUAY 7th DEC ember B9‘...»-» g ‘-7 .
Security guard who jacked in his /Z /K"'55, /4‘-re Z I/.5 A!-‘*'L £/7’-fill-1-1 /7 year. By early awning an the 6th’ pea-/, ple were already gathering around a fire
job patrolling the main road-con- 01/¢:.»-~ ,9/4,/an / .gtmcfian Site tale," the Campaign *5-"51 Z1-vé 54/‘£4-1 xf 17,,-...c 7%, /J at the base ofthe tree. Banners had

and another about Jean, the local , Q1:’ ‘J ‘/"""/ 37 DY°lN"G. scitoocs ARG CL®SIN’G. eup-lollipop lady, who been sacked For /9,,-pflé _ _ _'%’/é“”"'3L9 ‘fl-°¢~’ énsa 5,, LJC TRAN’SP®RT IS IN‘ RUIN‘. £2®® MIL-
joining in a protest in heruniform fa ~“"/_ any
Bnd Wh@ WEFR on to become one ng,‘ ‘T/;‘?.» 51¢->/-:-=.¢,,;;,. 4 5 g ./ " L.l@l~FWAST€D ®NiTH€'f\lT11.’ Qthers

‘ t ' " "“” “W /5*? * * I ‘DF{l\IIl\lGT®olthe campaign’; most outspoken at//1-a /4-.1 / 5”,’ Q A put it more simp y,
supporters. ’W‘hetherthey’re good or 7 L” "”""¢" /’%-cg.‘//, A,,,,,.,/ WQRK? VQUMUJST B€CH®Kll*-l"G’
bad, all these things bring us closer awe /-cw 1? .¢/,.-aw/<=',» wéfl 5 ryaac. £or¢!- 9/a;.»j,_,0w stood by a placard saying,
together,’ said one campaigner Q mm“ ml mm mmmutm RI ml ‘STQP P®L_LU’T]NiG, SH.AR€Em I1 m‘Bt91"'tEi'ci:
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A red alert had been put out nationwide and as the
evening progressed, the numbers began to swell. It
felt more like a party than preparation for battle.
People got out their drums, penny-whistle, they
danced, chanted and whooped as the night drew in.

l stayed for a few hours watching and listening.
Several local residents arrived with bags of food and
supplies. other simply came over to give their su pport
and warm themselves by the fire. But the most incred-
ible thing I saw that evening waswhen a woman in a
wheelchair appeared at the other end of the Green.
She made it halfway across the grass by pushing the
chair with her crippled feet. When we spotted her,
someone went overto see if she was all right but she
refused any offers of help. As she came closerto the
fire, she pulled out a handful of luncheon vouchers
and offered them as a donation to the campaign.

As you know, Imissed the beginnings of the Battle
of George Green. But in a newslettertitled News From
The Wanstead Front Line, the campaigners recall the
SCGTIE,
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“At Sam, around 200 police officers arrived to remove some ofthe 150 protesters
who were guarding the 250—year-old sweet chestnut tree. Most of the protesters were
sitting peacefully with their arms linked _  
around the tree. Afew had linked them- i .,,,,,. , ..., _ ..., - - -i - -_-__‘  -i-,
selves into a ring around the tree tru nk by -A

h ‘ h ‘ If, i h 7.  t i 1
tiecehswfirewhiiheliggetisjn egifihlndgt 8
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‘Protesters were outraged bythe level
of brutality inflicted by the police as they
cleared people out of the way. Pensioners
were dragged away without warning - one had his face punched, smashing his glasses.
After about an hour of scuffles, police had the tree surrounded and started to bring in
reinforcementsto cordon it off. There were now about 200 protesters and 300 police.’

Adrian Short, a freelance photo-jou rnalist, now takes up the story. ‘It became obvi-
ous that the police had planned to take the site as quickly as possible before daylight
and were prepared to use brute force and strength of numbersto achieve their aim.
llllany protesters were left bruised and bleeding as the police pushed and then punched
theirway toward the trunk. ®ne woman was badly injured as two policemen dragged

I her face-down by her ankles through the remains of
the fire. A police Chief Inspector, when asked for first

'li'§i.§:i§,.j;;;:‘;'-_;§_-- aid assistance, responded, “She’s you I’ mate - you> '-a--'l\ -—--.- ;"tI*- .- ,,.- r callan ambulance.
, ‘The defenders ofthe tree held out fortwo hours
before the police were able to gain control of the
tree and it took a further two before they were able
to cut loose those who had locked themselves on
with steel arm-tubes. At nine o’cloc k, the tree-

squatters were still in the tree house and
§,;;§;,§§i-".'»i§§i??§%§:{;:_ passers-by on their way to work or school

._'iu; ,,, A" were able to witness the grim spectacle of
“the police taking awaytheir common land

_7.,.§_?..i- by force. The crowd was chanting
“Shame,” as one tree-squ atter was pulled
out ofthe house and down the lad-
der.’............
By the time larrive, the battle had reached
stalemate. I‘d counted the number of riot
vans parked up along the road on the
approach to the Green.

"“-‘*"’I‘=?* ®ne ..... ..two.... ..eleven....fifteen...twenty.
we Christ,‘ lthought. 'Thisis bigtime offen-

sive.‘ ®n the Green itself. a ring of police.
three deep surrounded the base ofthe tree.
Ten people lay. sat or stood high above in the
branches. -we could be here all week if it

goes on like this,‘ I naively thought to myself.

putting their arms through steel tu bing. 1

r 1| 1
u

the pr'€C€dil'lg l'l']@fl’[h, d€Spl’tE. ,__.,__- . . . I ._ ,._.. -..L -_

freezinqweather conditions and snow. r i
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By that time, the press was there in force. lt was a i"3'4*

strange scene to say the least. People stood around in a f.;
large outer ring, drumming, singing, chanting. A chorus ‘"
started up of a chant that has virtually become synony-
mous with the tribes. ‘We are the old people, we are the .- -
new people, we are the same people, strongerthan
before.’ filiie-anwhile some were having a rant at the police. i_
Shouts of support went up to the tree-sitters who smiled
and waved back. Another chant went up, ‘You can't kill
the spirit, you can’t kill the spirit, you can‘t kill the spirit of
the Dragon.’ People hugged each other. There was an
overwhelming feeling ofwarmth among the crowd, a soli-
darity. We felt strong and to be honest a Lot less silly than tum gave way Ha began ta aiida
the l’il'lqS 9": p@|iC€ \Nh@ 5t@$d $nt@ the backs of dawn again untfl njerci-Fuuy Qne gr

the each others trousers as if they were getting ready to _ the athar squ atta,-5 managed ta
do some strange conga.

Just after 10am, a shiver ran through the crowd. ‘The
cherry picker!‘ someone shouted. pointing towards the
end ofthe Green. Automatically, the atmosphere

, changed. People began to surge towardsthe road.
‘Quick, this way,’ we were urged. Around the corner, a
large hydraulic platform edged towards us, surrounded
by yellow-jacketed security men.

Almost instinctively, people began to lie down in
its path. Gach time they were picked up and dragged
to one side by the police, they ran round to the front
of the line and lay down again like an eco-version of
tag. ‘Watch out,’ someone shouted. "Th€y’l’€ using
pressure points.’ Several protesters unsuccessfully
ran at the ring of security guards around the picker in
an attempt to crawl underneath. Police tempers
flared. one officer I saw attempted to punch out at a
protester before being restrained by his colleagues.
Several women sat watching the scene with tears
streaming down their faces.

Despite the lines of bodies on the road, the police pres-
ence was overwhelming and again, the picker edged forward
towards the green. But then an unforeseen blessing came our
way. The picker had scarcely mounted the Green when it l
became stuck in the mud. ‘It’s earth magic,’ someone shouted
‘l"~l‘ow we know why it rained so hard last night.’ Su ddenly, as
the pic ker’s driver tried to move forward, the machine jumped
bac kwards, knocked overa female protester. She lay on the
ground motionless. Cries went up, ‘Call an ambulance ’

ii:-1:.'.I
Q-I things l saw that day came around noon.

Gne ofthe sheriffs climbed down onto the
-I central branches and attempted to saw
' through a branch with a tree-squ atter still

sitting on it. When the squatter turned
round to try and fend him off, the sheriff
lashed out with the saw

91ueLul5‘,.€...»,,,'"' police around the tree and pointed up
to the sitters. “r‘ou’re facing the wrong
way officer,’ he said politely. ‘Look

. behind you. The real crime is going on
behind your back and you ‘re doing
nothing about it.’ Tileanwhile a second
shout came from the opposite end of
the green. ‘The digger’s coming! The
digger!’ Again people began to lie
down in its path. As more scuffles
broke out, one ofthe security men in
the ring around it fell underneath.
Both his legs were broken.

I 'lag13,Q9puH615
uaamtaqbuiqtouAle-plwul

squatters had been removed
from the tree and the digger had
advanced Everything suddenly- J

went very still. There was an  

Perhaps most distressing of all the

U'u5'r D0!/V6 YMAT
Someone scream. Suddenly

the branch broke and the scp atter
fell with it. His fall was broken by
the roof ofthe tree house, which in

catch his arm.
®ne old gent went up to the ring of

By early afternoon, all the

-un-

overwhelming feeling of sorrow as its great
aim raised up and crashed down on the branches. Several women l
screamed. ‘There was a feeling of total helplessness. The symbolism
was overwhelming. Here was the brute force ofthe state crashing
down on the tree and in effect, us. fiffetal gouged into wood. Great
chunks were torn out. ln what seemed like a matter ofminutes,the
sweet chestnut lay in a ragged heap on the ground, a great wooden
corpse surrounded by a sea of black helmets. .

The attack then tu med on a group of plane trees at the far
end of the Green where more tree-squatters had been waiting all

An hour later, the picker had edged forward far enough to lift two day. Theba, a 22-year-old, had been clinging onto a branch 80ft
sheriffs upto the nearest tree sqiatterin the ;';'~ ’ i j _ V . . .; _;;_.;:;,. g_'7t-;;-¢‘.r_l;’¢.,§r up in a plane tree. As she was hauled olfby two sheriffs in

.tree’s branches. From below it looked like the P . i
sitter surrendered without resistance. Then we
saw why. As soon as he was pulled into the
platfonn, he pulled free and began to crawl up
along the hydraulic arm. When he reached the
joint of the arm, he took out a pair of handcuffs
and locked himself on. More whoops came from .
the crowd. .

We were sure that the operation would have 1
to stop while they removc him. But the picker
moved forward again, the remaining squatters
leaping from branch to branch in a bid to ;
escape its advances. Finally a second sqiatter §§E,;;§=-ii;
was lifted olf but he struggled so much the §§'""’*¢"'
sheriffs couldnt haul him onto the platform.
They held him byhis arms as he dangled in
mid-air, nothing between him and the ground 50
ft below. ‘You can’t do that,‘ someone
screamed up at them. More cries of ‘shame’
rose from the crowd. ‘l“f’othing’s changed since Robin
Hood, has it?’ a pensioner remarked to her friend.

-- - .-Ill-r-|'III-

II" '{l'.':':' 1 ._ g"A. %¢:-:¢t;.-:-;;.-; 3:-_r:~‘.~_.;; "- -when they rabbed me and the small bones in my elbow,___é . .. -4 9H. .

" a cherry-picker, she cried out. ‘flfy arm was wrenched
I

‘ii ill ~-

were broken,’ She later explained. Despite herinjury,
Theba was defiant. ‘We may have lost the tree but it’s still
a triumph for us because we showed just what kind of

pretty sheepish. It was becoming clear that the situation
was out of control.

7"i " it The message that has come across clearly from- | . .

, . . -| .

these protests is that you don’t necessarily have to
throw yourself in front of a bulldozer. Phil Donga
explains, ‘It’s important for people to u nderstand that
they should only do what they feel comfortable doing.
Just by being there and giving us their support, they
are playing an important role.’ r
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people we’re having to deal with The police began to look
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tht abust nl‘ nur rights and tht right ni tht tnmmunitu hant hrrn mtt tuith undur and snmrtimrs uitinusi

.-'.-:%"‘” ":$.'+_‘§;,-

 lnrtrland ptrninnus ust nfunrltrhand tattirs.

WE thtttfntt and lllflft QEHETHHU lfléllhtélmi that thtrtltnting tnnstrur»
tinn nlmntnrtuaus, rtd rnutrs. tut anrl tnntr tunntls anuall nthtr nrnpnstd tnnduits l‘nr high-sprrtl trallit i
is intnmpatihlt tuith tht pursuit nf sustainahlt tnuirnnmtntal pnlitits; this samt inl‘rastrutturt mill gtntr
att tltt mnrt nl"tht utru trallit that it is nstrnsihlu tltsigntd tn alltuiatr; and that this trallit n1illl‘urthrr

impair tht htalth and rtstrirt tht ltttdnm nl‘thnstu1hn art prrmitttd tn rtmain lining in its nirinitu.

“DE th[$[ tflltllfi {U hf fitlftflitlthti that tht prnttttinn nl‘tht tnnirnn-»
mtnt takts nrtttdtnt nntr inltastruttural dtutlnnmtnt; that tht prnnisinn nl‘ hnmts takts prttrdtnt nntr
tht prnnisinn ni rnads tn strut thnst hnmts; that fatilitirs prnnitlrtl fnr prdrstrians, rutlists and puhlit
transpnrt ustrs takt prttrdtnt nntr thnst prnuidtd lnr tht usr nl prinatt mntnr nrhitlts; find that tht

inttrtsts nl‘ lntal tnmmunitits taltt prtttdtntr nntr tht npininns nfrtmntr pnlitital dttisinn maktrs.

jllhalltj; wt thtrtl‘nrr tall nn all ptflplt uahn shart thtst itlrals and aspirations tn tnmt tn tht
dtftntt nl‘ this nttu dnmain, sn that it man in timt httnmt tht sttd nl‘ tht tnnltdtratinn nl‘ Elndtptndrnt
gfrtt Zlrtas. tmbnduing nur tnmmnn tnnttrns tn nrntttt and prtstrnt nur lntal. natinnal and glnhal tuni-

rnnmrnts. jinr suppnrt ni‘ this dttlaratinn, mith a firm rrlianrt nn tht prnttttinn nl tht Zlntrrnatinnal
tnmmunitu. mt mutuallu pltdgt tn tathnthtr nur liuts. nur inrtunts and nur hnnnur. .;: t
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The next major confrontation came a few months later when the
campaingers squatted a row of houses along Cambridge Park Road,
(the next slice of land to be eaten up by the M11), and declare it the
Independent Free Area of Wanstonia. A special written declaration
issued to the press captured the spirit of. the eco-warrior (see
illustration). Wanstonia lived for several months before the
bulldozers again move in. ‘
It was still dark when I arrived at around 5am on the morning of
February 16th. The three remaining villas were choc-a-bloc with
people. In one front garden a tree house (with a specially constructed
gangplank leading from a bedroom window) was packed with people.
More sat on the roofs, window sills, porch roofs, anything with a
vaguely stable surface.
The banner brigade had been busy again. Huge multi-coloured signs
were strung across the front of the houses: ‘Mr MacGregor How
Would You Feel If This Was Your Home?’, ‘Chestnut
Rising, Railcards Not Roads,’ ‘Wanstonia Welcomes
Careful Drivers. ‘Let London Breathe.’ Astrange UV spider
hung out of an upstairs window above an old 2CV car half buried in a
ditch between two houses. The Union Jill, the eco-warriors flag,
flapped angrily from the top of a chimney.
Dawn arrived all to quickly. Inside, you could see nervous faces
pressed against windows and the sound of penny whistles and
drumming competing with the noise of the first commuter traffic. On
the stroke of 7am, someone shouted, ‘The road blocks have started.’
Indeed, the whole road had suddenly gone strangely quiet. Two
police road blocks at either end had stopped all cars coming through.
The calm was pierced by shrill whistles coming from everywhere.
The sound of drumming reverberated off the stnrounding walls.
Here’s how my diary went: , , I
l._1_Q - From nowhere, 15 riot vans have rolled up the road. Whoops,
shouting, tension. A chant begins, ‘No more roads. No more roads’.
The sheriff cruises up and down the strip in a van,Ishouting through
a loud hailer, ‘Leave the premises now.’ From the end house an air
raid siren starts up. Giggles all round. I bump into Michelle, oneof
the Flower Pot Tribe ( a protest group from Newcastle who tried in
vain to stop a bypass cutting through Jesmond Dene, a local park an
nature trail. ‘There are loads of people in there. At least 20 have
concreted their arms into oil drums, fridges and stuff,’ she tells me.
They’re going to have a job removing this lot.’
The Press pack and me have been herded behind a cordon. ‘This is
what it takes to build a road in 1994,’ someone shouted down from
the tree house.
1.25 - Riot police begin to swarm up to the middle house. Half a
dozen attempt to break down the door of No 8 but it resists. Derisory
laughter from the tree. Police produce a sledgehammer, door still
refused to budge. I .
At number 10, the door begins to shift after 10 minutes hammering.
‘That’ll confuse them,’ says Michelle. There’s no staircase.’
Bleating permeates from the tree house. Suddenly, the sound of
smashing glass is everywhere. The gangplank to the tree house is
removed, to stop police reaching the tree-sitters. More whoops, an
ARRIVA! and bells ringing. Security men began to arrive with
ladders.

_§_._Q_Q__ - More smashing glass. Riot police begin to bring out a few
protesters. ‘You wont laugh when your kids are dying from
pollution,’ someone shouts down from the roof. A mournful penny
whistle starts up. More questions: ‘How many of you are going to get
asthma?’ ‘Do you want to get Mad Car disease?’
_lg_3:_Q_ A tree creaks and fall to the ground at number 2. There are
still at least half a dozen people sitting on the roof and a bulldozer
has already broken through the side wall. Appeals to protect the
roof-sitters’ safety are ignored. _
_l_Q,§_§_ Cherry picker lifts demolition men up to roof of number 8.
Tiles flying everywhere. Mick attempts to fend off sledgehammer
with his foot. Sledgehammer hits his foot instead of tiles. Michelle
tells me that at the top of number 2, one room is completely sealed

‘from the DoT which only gives

with two people inside. Their arms are concreted into a fridge.
I read the press release and learn that 700 police deployed for this
operation.
l_LQ_§_ - A large crowd of ejected protesters and local supporters has
gathered behind the police cordons. Someone throws an egg at
police. He is strongly reprimanded by two protesters.
QQQ - nos 8 and l0 have been cleared. Someone is walked out by
two police officers with a large chunk of chimney attached to his
arm.
_L2_§ Claws of digger appears between two houses.
_l_.__3LQ Cherry picker works its way along no 8’s roof. Slates crash
down. ‘No M11’ chants start up again. Several roof-sitters slip and
nearly fall off. One bloke’s fall only stopped by a chimney. People
being chucked out and walked through police cordon to cheering
crowds. ‘It’s like the end of a marathon,’ someone says.
3pm - No 10b collapses in a pile of rubble and dust.
E - Everything has disappeared. A thin mist of dust surrounds the
only remaining structure - the people in the tree house. Demolition
men finally manage to remove them and the tree is cut down.
These are only two incidents in a series of events that have occurred
at the No M11 Link Campaign. In March, Operation Roadblock
began in Wanstead. The aim was to get people to donate a day of
their lives to help hold up work for a month. On the first day
swarms of people, many. dressed in white lab overalls, pushed down
barbed wire and climbed over hoarding surrounding the site where
Wanstonia once stood. A dozen climbed up onto huge cranes and
obstructed work for the day.
The campaign’s most direct gesture came when Transport Minister
John MacGregor woke up one spring morning to find five protesters
on his roof. They unfurled a huge banner of a motorway and the
words, ‘M11 Link Return To Sender.’
Two new States of Leytonstonia and Euphoria sprung up following
the destruction of Wanstonia. Claremont Road became the central
focus in April when a new fortress was made along an almost entire
road of squats. All the upstairs walls along the line of terraced
houses were knocked into one long corridor. An ‘Art House’
exhibition centre was also set up in one of the centre houses.
Nearbv, the Dongas had set up camp complete with benders and mini
Stonehenge in a small area of threatened woodland. I
In June the bender camp was trashed too. Claremont Road, with its
heavy fortification w-ill probably have been demolished by the time
you read this.
It’s almost certain that the Campaign will not halt the M11 link road
But the warriors of Wan stead and
Leytonstone have managed to
cause serious financial losses. In
the first seven months of
construction, the contractors had
only managed to complete two
months work.
Like many of the anti-roads
campaigns growing up around
Britain, the M11 issue is typical.
Therelare still local residents who
want the road to go ahead. This
is understandable as the
congestion is a nightmare. ‘We
don’t blame people for thinking
this,’ says Phil. ‘But we want
people to have the whole picture.
They’ve been fed information
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the rosy picture. What we’re
saying is that in the long term,
the local people will be worse
off. More roads means more
traffic, more pollution, more
chaos. We have to make the
Government see that they’re on a
road to nowhere.’
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THE ROAD TO CHANGE

BEGINS WITH THE
INDIVIDUAL

Not everyone feels that front-line protest is for them. But
that’s not to say that we can’t all make an important
contribution in some way.
It's a question of finding what you feel comfortable with.
The most difficult part is taking the first step. But it’s also
the most empowering. The first time I stood up and planted
a ‘I Don’t Want A Dose From Thorp’ sticker on the tube, It
was exhilarating. I'd broken through the barrier or guilt
and self-consciousness. It was a tiny act but a positive one
and the people sitting around me smiled. The more you do,
the better the buzz. And doing is what it’s all about. There is
no more time left to sit around and complain.

WE ARE THE LAST
GENERATION

With the growing fears over the destruction of our natural
enviomment, it’s very like ly that we are the last generation
that can change things before it’ s too late. Month by month
we’ re lOSI;'§ beautiful pieces of countryside that can never
be replac .
The new Criminal Justice Act will, in effect, outlaw
peaceful direct action. Many people will be sent to prison
for trying to save our countryside and communities. The
anti-roads campaigners have already shown their
commitment to opposing the gpvemments road buildin
scheme. So far, ten people ave already been jailecll
Busker Paul, a member of the Dongas Tribe believes there
is only one way to go forward, ‘We’ I just have to get better
at it!’ he says.
It’s become clear that Non Violent Direct Action isn't
confined to the roads protests. The idea is spreading to
an extraordinary range of environmental campaigns.
These range from:
‘Suit Protests - Hippies dressing up in suits and disrupting
the Annual General Meetings of banks and corporations with
a barrage of embarrassing ethical questions.
‘Ethical Shoplifting - Filling your supermarket trolley and
then holding up the queue by refusing to pay on the ground
that supermarkets destroy local community shops and trade.
‘Bicycle blockades I Blockades held in Oxford.
Birmingham and London. Main artery roads held up by ‘go-
slow‘ cyclists calling for ‘Bikes before roads‘. Disabled
groups are also using NVDA to campaign for equal rights.
‘Media magnets - |.e. Operation Emily where the Freedom
Network and riends dressed up as Suflragettes and chained
themselves to the railings of the Houses of Parliament to
protest against the Criminal Justice Bill and the erosion of
democratic rights.
‘Wood Walking - Removing mahogany and other hard
woods from furniture stores and withholding them on the
grounds that the hardwood trade kills rainforest.
At least in this country, they don’t shoot people who are
brave enough to question the wisdom of the state ........... ..yet.

NVDA SUCCESSES.....
JULY 1993 I The movement's first major victory. The
Department of Transport shelves plans to build a trunk
road through the middle of Oxleas Woods. London’s
oldest area of woodland after 3,000 local people pledged
to re-enact the battle of Twyford Down and lie down in
front of bulldozers. _
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JANUARY 1994 The Government is urged to rethink its
strategy for widening the M25 after a stockbroker-belt
rebellion. Local communities and environmental groups
promise high-level resistance if work to create a 14 lane
super-highway goes ahead.
On Panorama. Chertsey and Walton MP Sir Geoffrey
Pattie said of the scheme for a super-highway, ‘It made
us all sit back and say - where is this policy leading us?
Why are they actually doing this? It’s so startling, it
forces you to stand back and say does this make sense‘?
And then you start talking to people, who say, well.
actually. l don’t think it makes sense either.‘ (Shame
Sir Geoffrey doesn't talk to people more often.)
FEBRUARY 1994
Protesters manage to stop a Sainsbury’s supermarket
being built on a piece of untouched countryside outside
Yeovil. Paddy Ashdown’s constituency. The Protesters
squat an empty Tescos supermarket in town and
suggest that Sainsbury’s do the decent thing and open
their new branch there. Sainburys begin to sweat when
the campaigners launch an ethical shoplifting exercise.
Sainsburys finally backs down. No thanks to Paddy
Ashdown.
MARCH 1994
Victory and disappointment. The government does a
major ll-turn and announces it is to drop 49 road
schemes. a third of its total roads programme, saving £3
billion. A further 69 are deferred for at least 10 years.
But some of the most controversial schemes which

affect hornes. heritage, landscape and wildlife remain
firmly in the roads programme. Road protesters vow to
step up their campaign. ‘This is rearranging the deck
chairs on the 'I‘itanic,"says Fiona Reynolds, director of
the Council for the Protection of Rural England.
Transport Secretary John MacGregor says work on 80 of
the remaining schemes would be given priority and
speeded up. He adds that more attention would be paid
to environmental concerns in the futurel!
JUNE 1994
The government announces a two-year delay in
deciding whether to build the £300 million M62 relief
road in Greater Manchester . During a consultation
period. 18,000 letters were sent in suggesting
alternative proposals. Thell mile, six lane highway
would mean the demolition of 370 homes. Roads
Minsiter Robert Key denies the delay is promopted by
local protests. David Sumberg. Conservative MP for
the marginal seat of Bury South says, We have won a
battle, if not the war."
MORE FEARS........ ..
We are not alone. The European Union wants to spend
more than .£800billion on creating l2,000kms of
motorway in the next 20 years. Pollution emissions are
expected to increase by 30 to 80 per cent.

Y
police stand guard round the clock on a site for a
motorway that will cut through the last remaining
colony of European bears in the Pyrenees. A local
teacher and protester said, ‘For daring to protest, we
have had to endure the most frightful attacks from the
riot police. complete with truncheons and CS gas.’
Switzerland is the only country which has officially
objected to the scheme. Through its system of direct
democracy. (which allows its citizens to change or
reverse Government policy through referendums) the
road-building mania has been sabotaged. ln February.
voters unilaterally banned all foreign lorries from
travelling through their territory. i
Empower yourself. Join the eco-war before it’s to late.
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Civil disobedience
on grounds of

conscience is an
honourable

tradition m this
country and those
who take part in it,
may in the end be

vindicated by
history.”

Lord Justice
Hoffman, sunnmn
up in the Twyford

Down case.
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”]ohn Major must have a serious
complex about his family,’ said Zeb, a
traveller in his early 30s. ‘Why else
would he be putting the boot into our
alternative culture so hard?’ Zeb was
not the first to bring up this point.
When Iohn Major committed his party ,
to wiping out the lifestyle of gypsies
and new age travellers at the 1992 Tory
party conference, many people felt it
was the ultimate hypocrisy. Major's
speech sowed the seeds of part five the
new Criminal Iustice and Public Order
Bill (CIB), a Bill designed not only to
stomp all over alternative lifestyles
but a whole new generation of dissent.
What seems to have conveniently
slipped Major’s mind is the fact that  
his own father was a showman, a circus
performer, part of the bohemian side of
society. If Mr Major-Ball didn't
travel ...... ..
But wait. Wade through the clauses of
Section Five of the Bill and you
discover the following clause: ‘Gypsies
mean persons of nomadic habit of life,
whatever their race or origin but does
not include members of organised groups
of travelling showmen or persons
engaged in travelling circuses,
travelling together as such.’ Double
standards or what?!
Liberty, the National Council for Civil
Liberties, believes the Bill is the
biggest increase in state powers since
the Second World War. The fairest you
can say is that the Bill is a knee-jerk
reaction to the hysterical tabloid
coverage of the traveller / festival
scene. It’s hardly surprising that many
Middle Englanders are happy to see
these new laws come into force when
they read the right-wing press’s
portrayal of Britain’s youth as running
wild, trampling over the countryside
and deafening right-thinking citizens.
You might have assumed that, in
processing this Bill, the Government
would have bothered to read the
massive influx of letters and cormnents
from charities and pressure groups who,
at the very least, stressed that the
laws are adequate as they stand.
But as usual, the Tories ploughed
straight in and jumped all over us.
Same old story. Most worrying of all,
there are numerous reports from
squatters, travellers, environmental
campaigners and more recently, free
party organisers, claiming that they
are already subject to unwarranted
police attention. In many cases
reported to Pod, the police's presence
has provoked situations that would
never have otherwise arisen. The new
Act will simply give the aggressive
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Bin The Bill. Bin The Bill. Bin The Bill! Bin The Bill! Bin The Bill! Bin The Bllll Bin The B|||I Bm The B|||l _

WARNING!
YOUR LIBERTY
IS IN DANGER.
DON’T EVEN
THINK ABOUT
GOING TO A

FREE .
FESTIVAL,

SQUATTING A
BUILDING, OR
STANDING UP

FOR YOUR
RIGHTS:

YOU COULD ,
END UP IN

PRISON.

Arm yourselfwith
the truth andjoin

thefight to Bin
The Criminal

(In)Justice Bill....
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elements of the police force the green
light to act in an even more short-
sighted and destructive way

STOMPING ON STOMPY _
As society continues to disintegrate, the
burden on the police force increases In
turn it looks like some sectors of the _
force are cracking Take the example of _
Stompy the Clown Stompy, aka
Richard Stamp, was entertaining a =
crowd of people by the riverside in _
Richmond, Surrey, one day in Iune The 3
next thing Stompy knew, a police I
officer told him to move on because he
was, causing a disturbance At that =
pomt a crowd of people was quite '
happily watching Stompy perform and _
he told the officer to Go jump through 3
a hoop The next thing he knew he E
was on the ground with the officer on
his back When the crow d began to jeer ;
at the officer, he radioed for help Th -
whole incident brought in at least nine _
officers, a riot \ an panda car and fast- I
response \ ehicle One member of the E
crowd is as so anno\ ed bx the police s
lIl€l1Z-l\lOL11' he took the kex s out of the -
arresting officer s car and threv. them
in the l'l\ er‘ =
It max be that the CIB focusses on the '
tringe elements ot *.sOCl€l'\ But H hat :
has not been absorbed bx the
mainstream press is the tact that our ;_
last real democratic right the right of
protest and free assemblx is being taken =
away from us :
Not only does the Bill criminalise :
anti-roads campaigners and hunt
saboteurs but it seriously jeopardises our 5
right to express our public anger ox er _
govemment policy Liberty savs the =
Bill breaches international human :
rights law The provision can be I
applied to a wide range of innocent and
peaceful protests, including trade union ‘g
pickets, environmental direct action
against roads and local protests against 5
hospital closures, says their report _
Peter Thomton QC, author of Public '3
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Order Law has said, ‘The right to
peaceful protest is a traditional and
legitimate expression of a point of
view. Peaceful protest is public, open
and visible. It is designed to inform,
persuade and caj ole. It may be a
nuisance, it may even be intended to be.
It is often noisy and inconvenient. But it
is a legitimate form of public
expression, protected by the European
Convention on Human Rights.’
Non Violent Direct Action is no more an
inconvenience to the community that
Henley Regatta, Royal Ascot or
Trooping the Colour, but nobody is
suggesting outlawing those kinds of
activities!

NOISE AND TRASH
Having said all this, there is one to ic that
has lar el been skirted round in aljternative
Ci1‘Cl€S.€Nl?\Y3t makes the moral majority most
annoyed is noise and litter. The 1992 Avon
Free estival at Castlemorton is
obviously a case in oint. Yes,
there was the II'lt1Cl‘l-lfyped press
outrage but at the same time
there were many die-hard
travellers who were very ‘
pissed off by some of the sound
systems who refused to listen to
reason and keep their noise
down. Making some fuckin’
noise is one thin but making so
much noise that you piss
everyone off - including the
alternative community - is
fuckin’ stupid. .
A lot of sound systems have
realised that kee ing a low
profile is the only way to

eeping in operation. A ter all
there's noise and noise. Is it
necessary to blast the whole
county? isn’t it a bit of a
damning indictment: the music’s
so crap, the only way to get
people buzzing is to dea en
them.
The bond that unites us is the
fight to save our environment.
Party and festival organisers
have a duty to spread the vibe
of respect or the land. Every
fllyer should have a message
a ong the lines of ”Pick up litter

ll

and or-y your Shit" Enuffs Enuff: Rally at Trafalgar Square following a 20,000 strong march from Hyde Park.
We re meant to be land lovers we have to
show that this isn’t just posturing. The most
essential point we have to get across to
eachother is that that a place should be left
as it was found - if not ever better! In the
end we have to show local communities that
we can control ourselves; otherwise we will
have no option but to be controlled by others
who know nothing about our needs and
desires.

HACKNEY HOMELESS
FESTIVAL

This year’s Hackney Homeless Festival
brought the whole issue up again. There
were two very unfavoura le reports in The
Sim and Daily Mail which blamed the
festival for the start of a ’riot’. In fact, the
incident broke out outside a pub after the
festival had finished and again police
completely over reacted to the situation,
steaming into parents and children as they
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R i ideas from experience. lt’sjust going to make E
- - .1

people angry. They won t care about '
organising ings properly because they’ve I
ot nothing to lose. F1
t was the same in the 80s after the Battle of C

the Beanfield when the authorities clamped 5
down on the travelling community The
gratuitous trashing 0 travellers eft the
community frightened and demoralised. The =
drug prob em shot up in the 80s. What was :
left was a scene that nobody was :
particularly interested in being part of. That
could well helppen again on a wider scale if

- the Bill goes rough.’ 5
Against all this, there are signs that the real "
festival spirit is coming bac . There have S
been many gatherings where there was no E
amplified sound at all - just tribal fires, _
drumming, dancing - which have been held ;
totally unnoticed by the police.
As a response to the threat of the C]B, a
number of groups and outfits on the E
alternative scene got to ether to discuss what "

It was a great shame that such a successful to do In London’ two iey networks, the U
festival with its alternative Ideal Home Advance party and the Freedom Network :
Exh'bition kids areas and excellent

Wake up! Democracy's Dying.’
es campaign against the Bill

ci
E

_ 1 _ 1 _ _ were born at the end of last year.
mformation stalls, should have been dissed in The Advance party is made up of e network
this way. Whatever happened to positive of Sound 5 Stem e or emeere and. Y Si P rt)’ B
1'eP°1'tmS?_ ,_ festival folk and formed to focus on how the
Havin said that, noise was‘ilproblem. Four

Ta l d ff d f -f l, qg wkstreets ack, the sound seem to get ouder. A Bill woul a ect raves an ree estiva s.
A Debbi, one of the core U

*6 0 ovrganisers explains, E
’ e were fed up with _

M t’ being pushed around;
,..  and persecuted. We (I2
IL formed a civil rights U

=  campaign to support E
people in their "'
chosen lifestyles and U
to campaign for E
tolerance and_
understanding.’ The :-
Advance Party were (F
responsible foru
organising the May
Day weekend protest
march from Hyde Park 2
to Trafalgar Square -'
which attracte an - ~estimated 20,000,?)
Beople. U

espite the numbers, =
there was zero media =
coverage except for the U
back page of The -
Guardian. The march 3
filled up the whole of;
Park Lane, broughtro
together all sorts ofu
people- =
inc uding a pedal-=
powered sound system U:
- and the positive5
feeling was strong.

There was an attempt by the organisers to get CD I511’! it major Hews when 20,000 Pe0Pl@.i the
sound systems to keep their noise levels at a 5' m_al°_1'itY of Whom will be made into
tolerable rate but volumes did o up, leaving _| ¢1'1m11'1a15 bY the CIB, Um mamh Pea“-*f‘1nY
a clash of noise from three diffgrent stages all ‘J’ through Londcfn Sunounded bl’ the V917
in very close proximity. (D people who will enforce these new laws?
This was a shame as it drowned out some of Q
the most important elements of the festival _=
scen ' the S ace Goats tellin their anti-roads -e, p g _
tales and the Dongas Tribe's alternative play r hi hh h th 3'
about St.George and the Dragon. These were IJ Zg:c€r§1eS%lfi3§;t1Y’€;5i%?1n§§u§)“e1_gS g t e(D
important messages to geit across to P-eoP19 '_l travellers hunt sabs and anti-roads’and revived the real spirit of traditional 8' campaigng1,S Members of the Network E
feS*iVa1S- . ' 1 a 1 th R ' s T ‘b o PIulian Rudd was one of the stage organisers Ilfrlglgelissngss%1: $601-1rZ§1nAri;:’3-isofu g

= Love Fro s, en ' ambient a
or anisergs lgaldlaiin The Streets, Samlatll World '-

9 kf N M11 ' Road 3
J Xleerll mgdevfiSsoryOServi§:IE1dl‘aS%.1liiatters (D
; SQUALL magazine, Earth Firsters, Chill Out E

. . . . - (1) cords, Hackne Homeless Campaign, Ebecause the Criminal Iustice Bill could wipe m Eexploding Cinega, Save our Solsbury C:

5
out everything else. The real problem is that if__ . .
events like these are stopped, then it’s gomg E gglgpgigwngagragrgévuonmental Group’

5co
Q

Q:3

that day. ’These problems are practical
problems with practical solutions. Our
problem at the moment is that there is no
dialogue with the authorities. Obviously
legal, licensed inner-city events like this are
vital to the future of the festival scene,

to stop people evolving and developmg their Y _
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So far it has carried out two successful
campaigns. Im March, the network
occupied Artillery Mansions, three
blocks of 411 flats, the majority of
which had been empty for 18 years.
The occupation was to highlight the
Criminal Justice Bill and the
criminalisation of squatters.
In Iune, a group of 40 Networkers
launched ’Operation Emily’. Dressed
as Suffragettes, they chained
themselves to the railing of the Houses
of Parliament to protest against the
Bill’s erosion of the right to protest.
More coming soon...... ..

J

Please get involved. Any of the
following groups will put you in the
picture and would be grateful for  
anything you can do to help: whether
it’s your time, money or imagination.

GROUPS OPPOSED TO
THE BILL:

FREEDOM NETWORK -
(071)738-6721. 372

Coldharbour Lane, London
SW9.

ADVANCE PARTY -
(081) 959-7525. PO BOX
3290, London NW2 3UJ.

ROAD ALERT! -
(0703) 237809. PO BOX
371, Southampton, Hants,

SO9 7BS.

SQUASH
(Squatters Action For

Secure Homes) -
(071) 226 8938. 2 St.Paul’s
Road, lslington, London N1.

LIBERTY -
(071) 403-3888. 21 Tabard

Street, London SE1.

FRIENDS, FAMILIES
AND TRAVELLERS
SUPPORT GROUP -

(0258) 453695. 33
Bryanston Street, Blandford
Forum, Dorset, DT11 7BS.

If you have any events
organised to protests against

the CJB please inform
FORGIVE US OUR

TRESPASSES, who are co-
ordinating a national register

of anti-CJB actions.
(0532)629427.16

Sholebrook Avenue,
Chapeltown, Leeds, LS7
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Artillery ..

Illansion were a
handful of sitting

Scotland Xard
But on the 18th

February Artillery

resident As Big
Ben boomed one W
o clock ac ro55 the
roof tops some 70

members and support-
ers of the freedom

 '
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I155

..‘>o 3&-
r_ u. SDOVE

another multicoloured

ifnan ea kg . .. message saying. ‘l le->Y Y N
mw 3 ' . CUl_TL'll-lAl_Cl_EAllSlllG.’the only oc cu ' But perhaps the most

Esage felt strongly by

' minority grou ps alike:
- ;;’ -'."':;'; ‘LET US Be.’

-‘-7-f7f7f7i72 info The 00ll0i"9 -‘3'3'5’?~ _¢_,,,._ .-.wvs--- numerous lllPs ministers and
tenants and '-ierihefirst time felt unre- peers,Ii wasni long before the inevitable 2

happened and several police cars
0 in 015 pulled up A delegation went down

_ "HM to meet ihem inviting them to come
in and have a cu p of tea “”"““WW

' ii was hairy at the time but despite
the faci that II was a civil matter and
the police had no authority to stop

mM people coming and going we all
knew the way to get round ii was to

be fluffy

lt worked Once Detective
Chief inspector John Whelan
and his superintendent has

ol"I~'UqU'our

man5'9n5 Cigars cups ofiea. musical insiru- lool ed around they left us to ii
were opened KO 6 menis. visitors and rubbish from They did however scupper our

l l r d estate office on the press conference byiemporarily ..aetie c ea e
_ [Qip floor to the rec epiion area ,;;-cg stopping anyone from coming '

,_ the ground floor.
903 -A The first few hours were inc redi-

differeni kind of _' OD

al All those plans. all
dozens of ' _those meetings and we

Pl<JE@l'l‘5i Wh95E lab A were now stan ing
r an that had beenseemed to be to make "es PlQ‘ _ "2;§;E;‘passed around so many

ever-growing mounds ;r:§:,im,s_
Oi UTODDIDQ on the .-‘-;;§i§iTlie only major drawback
H99“! wmdews and ba| was that the ‘forward -

I | _;I§I;crew'hadn't been able to

cemes Qvam-Ba ‘mg l €w the lift in the central
stairwell which meant that _

we had to puff u p and
down the seven flights of
stairs. fenying banners.

bly hectic but at the same time

:‘:'II

poignant was the mes-

‘aliernative culiu re and i

‘H’.

s~3é.""i;
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CU Iii

I
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0
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t" the burr was exiraordinaW- "00
_'. j could almost hear the sound of

' 70-odd heartbeats working
3 i overtime. The sound of

lletwork unfurled a ._ drumming seemed to be
- ' comin from everywheredozen or so banner and §§§;-.9 '0- - - '-'-'~‘-"Eco-bards the Space Goats

declared the long empty
Artillery lllansions u noffi-
Cially open
The banners had a mixiu re of
messages Some put ii simply
London Calling and Hello

lllu ms Eiihers relayed the dou which was ngrmarry dart an ,
ble message of the occu paiion ‘Egg

411 H ATS €mpT\ la! 18 U e>nly ihefront block overlooking up wllll street sleepers The

perched themselves on a first
floor balcony and serenaded the
passers-by in the street who, in
turn. bumped into eachother as
they looked U p to read the ban-
ners on that strange old building

1- . _ .

.-::I s.
-i$d%°-‘i‘t’r~A'ff’Victoria

Street was being occupied But
ii was big enough Seven floors of

:I:':3§1:50‘*'“' the maids and cleaners for the
' 4 2- oc cu pants of the larger more opt. ___-1-:-;-;- :iI:o:u:c:¢:iii

lent blocks around the central r _._.-.-'-' ‘-2 1- - - - - so-We

_ "' iderclici flats which used to hou e . _ ;.-
Q
lI I I 0 0
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in in

courtyard behind Stories quicl ly
went around that lllarilyn fflonroe _,._. . ' . .

__ . ... " stayed there together with

I
ll

-IIl-

IllII

I

I
III

III in Several journalists radio
and camera crews came in later
that day and Squailand “ ard
became a news item Articles
in the Evening Standard Time
Out the independent On
Sunday and a programme on
BBC2followed later
What was most overwhelm-
ing was the support from
the public Within hours of
the protest starting people
were filling the donation
buckets One woman
appeared with two bags of ‘-

‘-:55‘-*'**“-"“"“" food which were pulled up to
l d l*fE- ' the first floor in a bucket

Soon the place began to fill

. . vs/s~.~ws 4"
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letting the street sleepers do their own thing. It was extraordinary
to see them come out of their shells. fllany were wary when they first came.

-:§-:-:;£»s;i-£-i-:-:-:-: .-:? Several were very withdrawn. But after the lletworli. have proved that they were
.. trying to convert the them to God or some strange cult they relaxed and for want

:*’$D':k'

-
'_\i'._'i-D'C\

ofa better word blossomed 0 0 4%© ©-Tlie deal was that anyone could come in as long as they were prepared to help ** T
.run the place. Flrinlt was out of bounds in public areas. Hard drugs not wel-

sound T There are so many rules and regulations and bods breathing down neclts. that
of sweeping. lioovering and hammer- -= ;;§_ new ideas are stifled before they ve even been allowed to start. The idea of giv-
ing came out of the majority ofthe_ ing street sleepers a bit of respect and faith in their abilities would probably be an

:,-5;; flats. in the estate office. a generator _,..;,;.;.¢.@.;.;.;.-,,.;=.=;.;;=y;=s;ra-.toieets::- L T.
.;;s;. anathema to most politicians.

was set up. a stove installed and the lfthe project had been given help. funding and understanding from the outside.
water su pply reconnected. ltotas ggoodness ltnows what could have come out of it. How long will it be before the

T were set u p for food-runs. donations 5 _‘power that be realise that you can t impose this l\lI"lC| of thing on the homeless. .;;;;;_..
bucl ets. leafletin and mannin the :-"-:-:~=-=-

comed 5
"' Thinlting about it. this shows what is fundamentally wrong with the System. --

‘ g g " you ‘ve got to let them do it themselves “=“"""‘5‘1%=""':‘:‘="" " .-
foyer to welc ome visitors. .- ' in)\ 5. ' .;;;;;;;3;-=;??§§§=E=5== .y . , -.-'1, fflany of the sleepers said it cost the DSS an average of £200 a wEE|\ to house ..;.;.;.; . - - - - - -» V ._,j.j._._._._....;,_

-- <- . -' them in hostels. often in cramped rooms with only the most basic services. With :;;;;;=;;; ._._;:=g;;=g=5==-==='-' it "T
‘J

F’

became an tnformationcentre. Press ' f‘ a ‘Ty
<-:-I-Lfil

Y
A5.5....K'i.S ' 1 that money. Squ atland ‘tard could have become a real. viable home for hundreds L.

cutting and posters covered the .5; , F3213;-_ ,=;E5E;E;;;E;E;':;E;EtE;.;E;E;5;3;E;E;5;£;£;§§i;§;E1;

, A An article in the Independent ®n Sunday was pretty critical of the venture. It ":Y:**Y'--T-----§T3?5?5?5?7*?’?’555‘5’5’3’5'3””*““’-"""'
with pu blication and info on the .-,.........,..t-titan pointed out that that organisation ofthe place fell apart pretty -qUlCl\|y and implied

;. Criminal Justice Bill. l-eaflets were _- that many street-sleepers weren t interested tn setting u p a permanent home. ,

bucltet placed by the door.
All sorts of people stopped by: film ---:-:.;.g.Z;;:;is=;;;;:>;i-§:=::=;=:1;1:-=>-r¢#===>rrr1===¢+'-5=‘=

olletworlt but he didn‘t include their response to these criticisms. It is true that the
. organisation did run out of steam. But at the end ofthe day. at least the lletworl. was doing something to -
. crews. local police. councillors. old

r l\lIChEfl table was piled high with boxes

. people. The Space Goats put on a _ »

address the housing crisis tn Britain and bring the issu es to the public at street level. ln reality. it was pretty
amaring that the squat held together as long as it did. considering it was just a bunch of ordinary people
combining their energy and ideas.

1 _.,..;._....;.-. The other point overloolted by the article was that while the issu e of people sleeping on the streets ts a sen-
T of food. __ .5;=5; ous one. many have problems that need professional help and support. If we could have got a licence for

._ |Fl IhE wEE|\S Ihdl {O||0wEd. Bfl SGJYTS Of it} 2 i'I'I'1'3:i;?'1" _ .-=:=- =-=-=-======'-'-'-=---~ Artillery fflansions. it would Iiave been the perfect place to house families currently living tn bed and brealtfast
events were planned to bring tn the pu b- .accommodation. particularly families that are too large for many modern council flats.

T lic and show them what we were up to.
t . Imagine ifwe could have got 100 families together at the fllansions. With their energy. diverse sltills and com-A storytelling evening drew tn 40-50

‘A ladtes donating some of their meagre
ii pension money. The first evening. the

‘ . ;§.;_.,_.____;-.-;;[|lE benefits system. some hope and control over their future.L lunchtime performance-tfortlie local ‘i A "'

f no support from outside and ~ ;+...

L how the spirit that was conjured up -I
if there. held it all together. A

In the end. the inevitable happened. The owners ofthe building issued an eviction
suits and a l-reedom lletworl. party notice.The owner was a consortium of foreign property speculators. It was pretty clear that .-
held to raise fu nds.
There were ups and down but {Homes Agency had approached the company’s solicitors in an attempt to get permission to
whenever lvisited. I left smiling. It A ;ruse the Mansions for short-life housing. They got nowhere. it.
could have so easily gone wrong. "

. . . . . I , , . . . . . .. . - - = - T -:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-;-:-.-:.-'-:-:~:-:-:-:I":I:-:- .: wa||5 and an @|(j b@@l\(;55E W35 f|||E(j . i . r-"'-:-'-:-:-:-:':t:-:-:-:-.-:-:-5:2-:-:-1-1-:»:'5§-I-1‘;-.-: ... ..

.-;~:-<hc3l'Td€d out outside and a donation Tl I dd C‘ I k I 0+. i F ' P
y y ie journa tst I spen quite a ong time wit i severa members tie reedom L 

bined benefit money. it could have evolved into a self-help scheme that might have given a lot of people lost in 7%

they were sitting on the building until the economic climate cleared up. In 1992. the Empty E 5

Things can only get worse. The Criminal Justice Bill will give new powers to remove :
The central stairwell and roof were 'squatters. Contrary to tabloid beliefs. squatters on the whole are resourceful people
the only means of escape and the _whotve got enough initiative to move into empty buildings and turn them baclt into
fire risl s with people carr in can-

‘ Y g 1;; homes. The Bill will make it possible for property owners to apply for an ‘Interim Hdles around was serious. There was t=-= -- "'"'Possession Qirder‘ without informing the occupants. The first the or: cu pants will ltnow. is "'5?
--------- T" -' when someone turns u p on their doorstep and tells them they’ve got 24-hours to get out.resources were minimal. But some- ~ <; This could affect tenants with unscru pu lous landlords just as much as people who malte

w-;-sw-.'j-j§5"_;-r-;:=:

.-;|; ‘II -.i..-

good use of empty buildings.
J62 from the Squatters Action For Secure Homes explains: ‘Even more worrying is the

emerged. The key additional clause which taltes away the minimal force restriction. l-andlords will be able to -
use as much violence as they |ll\€ to get you out.

H ‘The Bill will only push more people onto the streets and leave the majority of the 800.000
empty properties in this country to rot. It s a crying shame that the government refuses to
see that squatting is part of the solution. not part ofthe problem.
€ven some section of the polic e force are concerned about the new legislation. Sgt fllilte
Bennet. Chairman of the Metropolitan Police federation has been quoted as saying. I can

Amid the chaos a natural order

El'TlDIy. boarded t. p and people saying. "Was it nec essary?" I can see the problem of malting

joined the police force for and I don't thinl». many people did.‘
.-.-:-'1'-t-'

Today Artillery Mansions has been reclaimed by the pigeons once again. All flats lie empty
and the lioustng crisis gets worse.

% :55 .

foresee police involved in the forcible eviction from premises and those premises remaining

I-

criminals of people who are desperate to get their lives baclt in balance.... That's not what l "‘"""" "mi
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The more things change the more the. . ~ . Y SlayEl)'l6 same. The Criminal Justice and Public
rder Bill has notjust caused outra e- - , . 8among Britain s alternative communities

but by more established pressure groups
including Liberty and Charter 88. They are
all .88)/ing the same thing. This new Bill is aserious breach of civil and human rt hts
Many have compared it with the fasgstt - “v
tics of Hitler’s Third Reich. When ylou ac T‘ t . fl
lloook at this comparison in more details. it
thecgimes even more chilling. 47 years after   
the Turemberg Trialsovert _rew Nazi law.

e _ory government is passing legislation "
that in some cases is almost identical to that
issued by Gestapo chief Heinrich Himmler
and enforced by the SS. lt would be wrong l
$IC°mPare the harassment of Britain’s trav~

ejrs and ravers with the outrages meted out
0" QWS. Sinti_and Roma gypsies and CllSSl-
dents under Hitler. But there are distinct
parallels between the Criminal Justice Bill
(CJB) and Hit_ler’s dismantling of democra-»
iiy; a dismantling that began by removing

liefiili Fiigteiiiiiini pr those pursu-mg.dlffere.nt . SlNTlAN3F-TOMAa is most worrytn is the similar- (3YP$|E$ inity <iiytiit=-.'iiiii=iiii ufldefl ing the Blgll - the iSfiliCl-ISEN-lfliUSEN
enshrinement in law oflintolerance and d' ' ' °°"°E“"F"“l'°N

‘Vision’ CAMP THE BLACKl’ve never been_to an outdoor rave and l’ve TRIANGLE
never travelled In New Age vehicle but I find INDICATESTHEY
legislation that validates prejudice and hate AHE'AS°°'AL"
against minority groups disturbing in the
extreme.

III
IIII
II

Q00II

‘gain.
1--II

--0I
¢-ll‘

'I
vi

II.
oil

mtg.
III

cg.

‘ll
-0

I
I61

Qt»

'~"""""-It-iIiiu~iii~i.ri|¢,_

00'0

-0'o.c
. .a.lno-000 'o.0canno'0I

II
I

II
0
I I I

I
II
I
II
I 0 0 I

OI
I

I
Q0
‘I

-I

In!
III

Iii!
I'll

ill-II
lQ

I'll

I ‘Iqr.

I0

IIIIItIItI
IIIIII0II

QQQQI00I
IIIIOO000
IIICO0Ia

QQOIII01u
..Q.Q0II000II0

I

I
I

I

II

Q

-0
I
I

II
I

I
IIC
II

Q
I
I
I

I II

can
‘DI

‘I
0

J F '
I I I

4 I I '
I

I\ n uI
I

0
I

I 1
I

U

I

‘IIII
II

l 1 I I
IO
II
ill
II
I

II
000

I I

I Ithe end of the road for travellers
The countryside of 19305 Germa ny was criss-crossed by the caravans of travelling people. These

0000
II'were mostly Sinti and Roma - the “gypsies” who were the free-spirited New Age travellers of their

:=:é;
time. Like today. groups would wander the country. entertaining at fairs. working on short-term jobs Q0
and following mystical beliefs which kept them on the move. Their road to slaughter began with laws : 0
that advocated bigotry and intolerance. Travellers names and fingerprints were registered. their
movements restricted. as was their right to claim welfare.
ln 1936. the Reich Central Office for the Fight Against the Gypsy Nuisance was established in the headquarters of
the Reich Criminal Police in Berlin. The office centralised a system of 19.000 files of Sinti and Roma which con-
tained names. fingerprints and material culled from public registry offices. By 1945. a quarter of a million Sinti and
Roma were dead. In concentration camps such as Sachenhausen. travellers were marked by a black triangles on
their trousers. In 1993. the Southern lntelligenco Unit. based at Wiltshire

. . . . . . ' - - t T I c I thoritiosto rovioe SILBSpolice headquarters. began an intelligence drive aimed at logging the trav- In 1994. the Bfltlfih govfifflmfifli Will T°""°"° ll"° 1583' "°¢l'-'"°m°"t5 T°' ° 3 all _ P _
. . . . . . - - ' ' . ' ‘ lte . Art cle 13 of the Universaleller community on computer with details of their vehicles. nicknames and for travellers. therefore withdrawing their basic democratic right to she If 1

. . . . . - - ~ . ' m of movement and residence with-associates. Their data base now contains information on thousands of trav- Declaration of Human Rights states. Everyone has the rightto freedo I i h. ‘BS
. . . . . . ~ T ' ' l th six or more ve icellers. the majority of whom have committed no offence. Despite the over- in the borders of each state. The CJB will mean that if a two or more poop e wt _. . . . _ . - - ' ' ' ‘ . . ll be t d dturning of Germany’s racial laws against gypsies after Nuremberg. the per- refuse police orders to leave a piece of land (B ta" ll ll 15 deffllct °" unusedl they ll“ h_a:es e

. . .. . . thDltonwicsas 0secution continued. ln 1953. the Brava Criminal Police setup a have their vehicles/homes confiscated. This is contrary to Article 17 of e ec ara i Y. . . . . . - -. - b f
‘Travellers’ Office’ and made use of 24.000 ‘racial testimonies" gathered by one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his prone"! afld Amcle 22* whmh adds‘ Everyone‘ as 3 mam er 0

. . . . - - .- . . - - ' ' ' f.-...the economic. social and culturalNazi bureaucrats to continue police harassment, society. h3S to fight to social seuunty and IS Bfltltlod to TB3l1S3tl0f'l O .
. . . - - - - ' ' . h Gl "- t

In England in 1985. the Battle of the Beanfield showed the degree of brutal- rights indispensable for his dignity and tho free d¢‘“5"lPPm5m of ll"; P°f5°"3l'lY- ln 1993 t e Ouhes er
. . . .. - " ‘ ' ."Wd‘~llth Nity the police were prepared to descent to. simply to keep a bunch of hippies MP Paul Marland embodied the modern spirit of the Gestapo s black triangle e on t ca em ew
away from Stonehenge. A convoy of 400 travellers on their way to the Age Travellers in Gloucesterf he said. ‘We call them NBW ASP vermlnt ‘ h
Solstice celebrations at Stonehenge were forced into a field where more than The CJB will make it easier than ever before for police t0 d°P"‘_r’° llavellefs °f the” home’ and harass t em
1.000 police stormed the site. trashed the convoy vehicles and beat up their with the constant threat of having to move on or be arrested. Did nobodil "1 the l'l°“5° Of C°"lm°'l5 have
inhabitants. The Battle of the Beanfield was the Kristalnacht of Britain*s the common sense to ask where exactly these travellers are supposed to go? Perhaps John Major has
travellers. One night in 1933. the sound of breaking glass filed the streets noted the Bavarian government of 1926 which decreed. ‘Travellers may not roam about or camp ll'l
of German cities as Nazi thugs ran riot and trashed the homes of Jewish bands.....Ciypsies and travellers who are unable to prove regular BmPl°Ym°"l "WY be Sent lo “lolkhwses
citizens. Both the Kristalnacht and the Beanfield had a similar effect. They for up to two years by the responsible Police-i

. . . . . - . - ll re or less enemies of
put the fear of state-inspired violence into those who were part of the min0r- In 1992. John Major declared to the Brighton TOI')l Conference that trave ers were mo b
. . . . . . .. . . . . d. A mea reattem tathumour yity. The victimisation of Britains traveller community continues today. the state. New Age travellers? Not in this age. not in an? age» he 53‘ _ g P
With as little thought as the Reich authorities gave to closing synagogues in Mr Major and the death knell for the way of life of tl'l0lJ53"d5 of Peaceful Bm°"5'
the 1930s. the Tory authorities shut off Stonehenge to those who believed it '... ... reich ravers
Since 1989. Sinti and Roma who have come to Germany to escape the bru- Since the late l98(]5_ pglige and lqctgl authorities have set out t0 stop British youth going 110
tality-in Romania and the civil war in former Yugoslavia have often been set gatherings or 1.a\,eS_ This years the CJB will. in effect. make 0UtCl00I' 1'3‘-'55 lllegal The
uponland beaten up by right-wing youths. There are parallels here with the catch_a|| Clause gays that such gatherings clan be Stopped - even if the organisers have permission i
growing number of vigilante groups that are targeting travellers in this coun- f th landowner if police believe . by reason of its loudness and duration it is likely to cause S6065

l'DlTl B ‘ "
try. The Friends. Families and Travellers» Support Group reported seven d, _ to ‘Owl inhabitants.‘ This is regardless of whether any Complaints have actually been made.

. . . . . . . . . istress _serious incidents includin an attack with an iron bar and threats involvin - . ' the o th in line with state-
g g In 1930s Germany. laws. decrees and police actions were developed to keep y u

8ll"$- l" the first fi"eim°“thS Oflhls year al°ne' authorised activities. Historians Michael Biirleigh and Wolfgang Wlppormann describe the life for Y°Ull"-
_ . . _ . - d h we a “l'HT'lB b the terroris
in 1930s Germany like this. Rebelliousness was regarded as resistance an ent. t. Y
tic institutions of the Third Reich and was dealt with accordingly.
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The victimisation of the Luton s Exodus collective in the last two years has extended to repeated police raids on their free par-
ties and the trashing of their farmhouse base The harassment became so intolerable that when a member of the l..ClllG<..Il\B was
arrested 4 000 young people surrounded Luton police ST.3"'l0fl calling for his release
In 1992 400 police some with dogs descended on a rave in a disused warehouse in Yorkshire One party-goer described the
scene l looked around and there were police coming at us from eserywhere swinging truncheons I saw people hitting the
floor It s interesting to note that laws on confiscation of rave organisers equipment are
more severe than those for heroin dealers
The clamp down on raves complements John Mayor s wish to see a future orderly England
with warm beer long shadows on country grounds and old maids bicycling to Holy
Communion through the morning mist All that seems to be missing from his dream is
the dancing Aryans of the German League of Maidens This particular speech also has an
irony to it Major was quoting George Orwell s essay The Lion and the Unicorn much
of which is about the urgent need for a socialist revolutionl The concern in 1930s Germany
as now was with a youth element who wore unusual clothes danced to strange music and
had different sexual mores They were known as the Wild Cliques Far from being irrele
vant to German politics, such was the repression in other areas of German life that by the
end of the war, these _]3ZZ loving kids formed virtually the only real resistance to Hitler )r+-955$ ‘$9’ $1,
Gangs of tartan-shirted youths wandered around the bomb sites of large German cities look-
ing for Hitler Youth to confront In Cologne the Edelweiss Pirates combined music and
politics They chanted drinking songs with lyrics including We re going to get rid of vi» ’ 
Hitler and he can t do a thing In IQ-14 leaders of the Edelweiss Pirates were found guilty “*’fi""'°""*“l'
of killing the Cologne Gestapo chief and hung A WILD
During the 1930 the National Socialist government banned records and public playing of

Iii‘

PP .¢d\‘~i-l'*"""
,4»?

JHZZ and hot music as well as such American artists such as Benny Goodman A catego
ry of prohibited youth groups limited teenage activities solely to government-sanctioned

‘hi
.ii*-4\-

soactivities The Reich s version of the Criminal Justice Bill s Powers In Relation To Raves
was the 1940 Police Ordinance for the Protection of Youth This law forbade young peo-
ple to Ioiter on streets or in public houses, after dark Those who defied the ban faced a
maximum prison sentence of four weeks youth custody eight weeks less than the maxi
mum prison sentence that today s youth could face for preparing for waiting for or attend-
ing a rave (where they refuse police orders to leave)
On 25 October 194-1 a circular from the Reichsfuhrer-SS and the Chief of the German
Police Heinrich Himmler, reported on the fight against youth cliques Like the British
government s instruction to arrest those who listen to music wholly or predominately
characterised by the emission of a succession of repetitive beats the Fuhrer s police got
detailed instructions on spotting Reich ravers Himmler explained

_ Hitler and l'liS fellow persecuiors
are disturbing to
say the le
David Monaghafl

. reports

. . . ~ - i-i_
'Cliques are groupings OfjUVBHllBS outside the Hitler Y°‘-"‘

- ' ' 1 ' rec-
who lead a separate way of life. Whdse Pllnclpa 5 are "
oncilable with the national Socialist world view. H
CoHeCth.=ely_ {hay reject OT 3TB ll"1Cll‘l:f8fBTll'. lZ0 tl'lE-if C.lU’£li‘-3S

Hitler Youth andtowards the national community or to the
in particular evince a lack of will to conform....‘

_ . s .» r- . a‘k.shuf-'CllClUES use various names icllque. mob. crowd P L
_ - ,~ i no fii-ted

flers. Edelweiss Pirate etci. Generall)’ "ere 5
. . . - " , 1 loose

organisational structure. the 8'°uP‘P55 ale One“ on Y. - ~i is s i"denii-and irregular. Sometimes they wear speca. aims o i
iication. The cliques mostly consist of young reiows but
also some girls too..' I _ V I

The p'-_iipi3SE OT 'i'."'l.& c“Tc"J:3l' W35

similar is sie lweeis O‘ =7'*°
mug; ;ie5_~i*;t4oi" ‘P. t'r"~e CJB -
T.Oi.3l€T..3l‘Bl‘ '.av.s ‘|.'.‘.l'»T‘T‘.§ 5'5 FT‘-J~‘l"'-
power as poss“:'e ‘T‘ the "‘*er‘.Il5
ofthe State SE-.'.ll'1§"P‘:|i“‘e ‘"3
as little as poss-‘::~‘e ‘P the bards
of the courts ard -n:l'\'*d.1éi'$
So whats ail this got to do v-'1'".

-air you? Rememoesi t'."'s ‘s or"? 5"-'5’
beginning, T0 '-1F‘i3~“E‘ '~-"re

.-M German fieedorr. a:t'\"§I P3513?
Neimuileis Wfiiiiti. 'Wl1@"1l'le)’

1;:-' f Came for the {r3\'Bll6l'S, l dill

not speak out because I
wasn‘t a traveller. When the!
came for the ravers. l did HOT

S speak out because l wasn't a
‘ - raver. When they came for

*""'..;. me, there was no one left to
‘\-

speak out.‘
“fl J’ * Laws are quoted from The

Racial State. Germany 1933-1.‘)-l5
by Michael Burleigh and
Wolfgang Wippermann
(Cambridge University Press.
1991 i.

AND AFTER THEIR ARREST, EASTER 1940
_ _ | I



collective. Miss Pod
went to visit Luton’s
local heroes.....

‘TWO YEARS AGE, A GROUP
or FR.l€llDS, most or wi-loin‘
HAD GRowir UP oi~1‘|,u‘ToN‘S
L€VvS€\l‘ Fnerii‘ estrus. HAD A
DR€ATlT. In a town where
almost every street comer is
propped up by a group of
bored teenagers and where
some estates have an unem-
ployment rate of 40%, this
group offlriends knew they had
to do something to get their commu nity’s heart beating
again.  
®ne of those ihends, Glen Jenkins, takes up the story.
‘There was a pub in Luton where we all used to go.
You could listen to reggae, play pool and there was a
good black/white mix. When it was closed down in
1991, there was nowhere left to go. We ended up sit-
ting in ourlront rooms wondering what we could do.
That was when we decided we had to get something
together.’
Their idea was simple: to bring all their friends together
a put on parties in derelict buildings and country
spaces. These parties would be free but a donation
bucket would be passed around to collect vital funds.
But Exodu s’s parties were not put on simply for party-
ing’s sake. The aim behind the venture was to raise
enough moneyto give their community something
back. Glen had been a train driver and £lSL_€F shop
steward. But after completing his training he handed in
his notice. ‘When they started to change the system
on the railways, [could set-: the dangers ahead and l
didn’t want to be part ofit,’ he explains. ‘

Glen continues: ‘The original idea was to provide
our own gatherings and spread the ‘Get Up. Stand Up’
message. we needed to show people that they have to
defend their rights. W’e’ve got to stop this country from
ending up like America where tht-Lrt-:’s nothing left for
people at the bottom.’

@

Exodus, movementof Jah people. If there is on
a

was,’ explains 19-year-old Steve, another Exodus member, C

Within a year of starting their party operation, the numbers
attending had grown from 200 to 10,000. ‘The big difference

‘We w€l‘€n’t going to go out and buy ourselves l3l'lllW"s or any-
thing. Wt-: put all the money back into the parties. We built
ou r own sound system. We told eveiyone, this is your party,
you paid for it and it belongs to you.’
Through a contact in the local police, Gxodus learned that the
crime rate in Luton dropped by 6% during the same period of
time. ‘It’s obvious,’ says Steve. ‘What do you do if you ‘re
unemployed and you have to raise £25 to get into a rave. ifou
go out and steal it. The way we did it, people could donated
whatever 'thEy could afford. It was fair.’
At their first squat, an empty red brick block in the centre of
Luton, Exodu s partymessage throu gh word

, , . | . - - - - - -
- . - - . - - . - . . - - - - . - 4 n - < - - | ¢ ¢ > t - - | . > ¢ - - - - --- - . . ~ . - - - . . . - . - - - . | - - - 1 1 1 - i q - - > - - n - - - - - I1~ c - - - - - u > | c - - - - | 1. I. . , . , . - - I - | - ¢ 4 - - - - 1 ¢ 4 4 - - 1v > | - - I - - | n > a - 4 - - no -

of mouth. ndreds of people
would gather The collective used
their own vehicles to leadithe ‘convoy to an undisclosed
pa yvenue.
fiitodu s movement of the people.
The collt-:ctiv€’s parties might have been a temporary distrac-
tion from a dead-end existence in a dying town but parties on
their own don’t cure community problems. Efxodus knew this
all too well. Their first offshoot was Long Meadow Fami, a 17
acres wedge of buttercu p-covered hillside between the M1
motolway and an Inter-City railway line. The former pig farm
had been bought bythe Department of Transport to make
way for an M1 extension but money for the project had dried
up and the iarrn had been left to rot.
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his pocket. ‘Most of
ru b
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half a dozen goats, of chic kens,
several rabbits and a family ofVietnamese Pot Bellied pigs
complete with five piglets. Most ofthe animals have been
donated by supporters. ‘Fl lot of the local kids are brought up
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e collective within DIY Culture that has, against

 

2,9

ll odds, created a blueprint for the
ommunity spirit, it has to be

en cencrete and bered .
When they ceme and visit yeu
can see their eyes light up,’
says Ruth, whe had just T y
returned frem the lecal cemmu-
nity centre where she was help-
ing te make children’s ces-
tumes fer Luten’s carnival.
Efxedus managed te persuade a
lecal business te denate feur
lerry leads ef palates which

were used te rebuild the farm
eutheuses tegetherwith new
barn.
But the lecal pelice weren’t
happy. Niet happy at all. As
the gatherings grew, Ejxedu s
feund themselves at the centre
ef a massive pelice clampdewn.
With ne apparent attempt te
enter inte censtru ctive dia-
legu e, Bedferdshire
Censtabulary lifted up their cel-
lective beet and stemped en
Gxedus hard. Their squatted
base was raided three times in

1

S. mem

were arrested and then released
witheut charge and their equip-
ment cenfiscated. Time and
time again, the cellective feund
themselves in the thickuef

 the Exodus
petentially explesive situatiens but their single-mindedness and adherence te their pelicy

nen-vielent direct actien prevented p t ntial lashpejn {fem develeping. T
&p€l'l y@U F €y€S élflda f@@k Wliifllfl. In September 1992.
pelice set up a readbleck near an Gxedus party and teek ever a lecal cricket club as an
eperatiens centre. ‘We teld everyene at the party that there were between 50 and 100
pelice eutside,’ Glen recalls. ‘We asked them if they wanted te ge heme er stay. It was
clear that they wanted te party te ge en. We stayed until midnight and then meved eut.
As we left, we were stepped by a read bleck. We called eut te the cenvey, “Keys eut, all
up frent.” It was neisy but wemanaged te keep peeple calm. It was clear that the pelice

had ne greu nds te step
us and lest centrel ef the
situ atien. In the end they
had ne cheice but te let
usgef
The fellewing menth, an
€xedu s vehicle en its way
te anether party when it

. was against stepped by
pelice. Seeing what had
happened, a secend car
turned back te alert the

cenvey gathering in wten. A ‘®ver the tep efthe hill, the tribe appeared,’ Glen recalls.
‘There had te be 2-3,000 peeple in their cars. Six cars dreve past the pelice cars and
blec ked effthe read. Again the pelice were evelwhelmed and they backed elf,’ says Glen.
By L, -
this l

l

peint, Efxedus realised that this situatien ceuld net centinue and appreached a lecal pelice
efficer. Twe weeks later, Chief lnspecter Mick Brewn appeared at ene el" their parties and
invited the c d that eur idea waste set up a cemmu nity cen-
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tre,’ Glen centinues. ‘We teld them we had managed te restrain any pessible vielent cen-
frentatiens. By eur numbers we had shewn that eur ideas were pepular and treu ble-free.’
Glen acknewledges that as their parties grew, they needed help and advice en safety.
After a series ef meetings, the lecal pelice previded fire chiefs and health and safety effi-

 



There is a need te travel
There is a need te squat

There is a need te dance
There is a need fer cemmunity

There is a need te cemmunicate
There is a need fer epen spaces

There is a need fer telerance
There is a need te celebrate
There is a need fer pretest

There is a need te be HGARD.

e
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cers te inspect the party venues. Chief lnspecter
Brewn went se far as te advertise in lecal papers fer

e, legal venues. + _ ,_, e yeu, satlsflegg with the
I € y9U Y5 ||\/lng Butjustwhen it

leeked like the situ atien was calming dewn, treu ble
flared up again. ‘W’e’d squatted an empty hetel, the
Gbakmere, te highlight the heu sing situ atien in L,uten,’
Glen explains. ‘We teld peeple we’d match every £10
they spent en deing up their reems. Then the pelice
attitude changed. They’d just been en the frent page
ef the lecal paper under the heading ‘Unlikely Alliance
Seeks Selutien.’ But new they were saying that we
were enceuraging civil disebedience. Chief lnspecter
Brewn disappeared eut efthe game.’

Less than twe weeks later, the Gakmere Hetel was
raided. ‘Then, at the end ef January 1993, Gperatien
Anagram led te pelice raiding l,eng lilieadew Farm.
Seund equipment was cenfiscated and 36 members
ef the cellective were arrested. ‘It was Bedferdshire
pelice’s attempt te step us ence and fer all,’ claims
Glen. ‘The eperatien was designed te discredit us and
take away eur enly seurce efinceme.’
The Gperatien led te ene ef the mest dramatic nights
Luten has seen in quite a few years. When Exedu s’s
supperters discevered what had happened, 4,000
peeple gathered eutside Luten pelice statien calling
fer their release. ‘We were singing Tliarley sengs and
trying te shew the cerden ef pelice eutside the statien
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stayed until 4am. Twe heu rs later, all 36 members inside the statien were
released witheut charge.
In the weeks that fellewed, Gxedu s changed their tactics. ‘Gvery week,
we’d have a gathering,’ Glen explains. ‘l*l"et a party, just a gathering. We
wanted the pelice te shew themselves and then we’d disperse. The first
time, we read eut a statement saying that parties weuld be pestpened

in negetiatiens ‘th pelicegk ~$hl~’ ’re "n.W’e
 € $5,Fe/&~r@n'?®":he fgllewing week theG-JVV . .
cellective were stepped by a pelice readbleck. ‘It was ebvieuswhy they
chese this spet,’ says Steve peinting te the rew ef su burban heu sesen
either side. ‘They were trying te create a public erder situatien. A quarter
ef a mile further up, the read is deserted, ne heu ses, nething. Why didn’t
they step us there?’
Despite the fermidable pelice presence, the cellective stuck te their
‘il1'assive But Passive,’ resistance. ‘They had degs,’ Arms, ene ef the cel-
lective’s DJs, centinues. ‘They had riet vans parked up in a side street.
They wanted a cenfrentatien. But we weren’t geing te give it te them. We
had 500 cars behind us and we teld them “W’e’re net fighting but we’re net
geing away either.” When they breught eut their degs, we breught eut
eurs.’ Beds Pelice 0 - 6-fxedus 4.
The pelice’s parting shet came in Tliarch 1993 when they launched
Gperatien Ashanti te evict the residents ef the Gakmere Hetel. ‘We had half
an heur te get eut in the snew with ne vehicles,’ Glen adds. The hetel was
still empty in July this year. ‘
Te add te the mayhem, Efxedus had a drugs trial hanging ever their heads.
Du ring a raid en Leng Iiieadew Fan'n, pelice claimed they had discevered
twe packets ef Gc stasy. Efight peeple were arrested. Tliu ch ef the lecal
press had a field day, branding the cellective drug-dealing anarchists.
A year later, the Exedus tlial came te ceurt. During the case, it was
revealed that an efficer managed te lecate twe packs ef ecstasy in pitch
darkness within minutes ef entering the heu se. The jury returned a net

that we were peaceful peeple,’ says Steve. The crewd gumy verdict '
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CWYNTCISIW IS JUST AW €XClJS€ FGR IN‘ACTl®l\I‘
IF Y°eUDeN‘T STAND l=eR se1‘ii€THIN‘e

Yell FALL FeR ANYTHING
cuiiFlN‘

this is our part
it belongs to
lQ9e,We'l’e lame euts ‘5@<Y'el .

Yacu 'THeR€ Arte THRe€ KINDS ell P€@PL€
THes€ VVHG iviAKe Tl-[lN‘GS unseen‘

Ve had tea el'eate ell l‘ H EY ‘i‘;J!.Fi‘;‘;f“;l'ifa.°i.i,iifi"‘;.".?2$‘°<2ii£i‘;’ai“
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making their dream ceme true
Despite being deneu nced by Jehn Carlisle, The hesples Iiseli ls '°el"9 eehvefted the right waywhen I leek at my parents Theyve
MP fer Luten Nierth, much efthe lecal
cemmunity, including Jehn Jeffersen, the
Labeur ceu nciller fer the l'llTarsh Farm
ward, actively suppert Gxedu s’s aims.
Perhaps mt Carlisle sheuld bear in mind
Beb lllTarley’s werds, ‘The rain den’t fall en
ene man’s heuse.’
Abeve all, the cellective understand the
gelden mle; te get respect yeu have te
give respect first. Frem the eutset, they

inte flats fer hemeless peefilsl Wal‘l~' werked fer almest 50 years and they still haven’t get
5heF’5» 3 cemmu nal eale and bar 3"e5= any secunty In a let efways they re ne better effthan
a dalh reem» l'eee'"ellh9 sTuelle- e"el' when they started At least here we’re building a
cise reem and cemmunal kitchen tetute
el"Y@he Wlth 3 9990 ldea ea" eeme It’s ne ceincidence that the cellective has the same

he-Ye and make ll happen» says sleve name as the Beb l'l'larley seng A picture ef Illarley
@l1lsle'e, a Veqelahle Qaleeh has leeks dewn frem the wall in the cemmu nal sitting
all'eaelY bee" Plahleel “P ahel there reem His werds are quete frequently threugh eur
al’e Plans le l'hal~e lhe had‘ meaelew cenversatiens iliarley s werds are timeless, explains
"lie an advehlhre Plafllehhd Steve He is the symbel ef Peace, Leve Unity and

managed te stay awayfrem cliquiness and ‘Lecal peeple realise that we’re deing stm gate pat every Step we have taken matqey has ,3
Win ths Csfllllillenee slihe slellnaiy Despls lhe eemlhllnliy 9999- says 5le\/e seng He smiles and adds, The way l see it, Ged
areu nd them. Se far this summer, they ‘The papers talk abeut the number ef means aaed tt yeu put yet, t egene tnte geed
have been asked te take part in three cem peeple sleeping en the streets, but thauahts and gaad aettan5_ yet, wt“ be t-ewateieei
mu nity events. At Luten carnival they put they den t recegnise the number ef we»,-e area; at that
$0 8 stranq Shaw esmplfiis with seund veunq peeple Whe are sleeplhq eh As a jeu rnalist lm suppesed te be ebjective lm
System, lhiehhaliieh beams ahel several ei lhehdie Salas erwlth the" parents meant te give yeu the geed side and the bad side Bu
llhelahh ahllhals Puhlhq lh a Quest heea“ 5e they eanlt ‘flew 5 place ‘hi after my day with Exedus l henestly ceuldn’t fault
appearance The cellective new has a A their aw" We is "st amp ell-"ls ll" ihem ln a ceuntry full ef CllSllTtEgl'8tl£+)lT and despair,
license frem the Department efTranspert anything, we’re ferce euts The sys- they came aemss as a iat-tght beaeem an a |@ne|y hand-
fat’ Lang l'lT68Cl@W Palm and ihslfe are "s lelh eleeshii have a Place lei “s= Se scape They have fire in their eyes and hepe in their

fat‘ develeprnerit bsisrs 1993- we’ve had te create eur awn hearts They are exactly the kind ef peeple the gev

9
r Ieavln ... emdhs has ale” been 9lVe <3 three ernment weuld have us believe are ne-hepers, a bur

6 H an We 6 %9ln veal" lease eh Helz mane“ ahd a Qram den en seciety But with ne efficial backing, ne fund-
t F a%h€r an . But9 9
the mest inspiiing ef Gxedu s’s prejects is
HA2 (Heu sing Actien Zene) illianer, a fer-
mer hespice set in six acres en the eut-
skirts ef Luten. Gxedus is new efficially a
heu sing ce-eperative and they are busy

lie help Wlth iehevatleh But mest ei ing, ne nething, theyve achieved a small miracle
lhls has bee" aehlei/eel lhlehgh lfee They have shewn their cemmu nity that there is anethe
time and peeled dele cheques, says way
st“ ahether exedus member we lfyeu weuld like te get in teuch with Gxedus call Glen
were I" 24-7 made Tllafs 24-hauls a en (0582) 508936 er eiaine en (0582) 477682
day seven days a week I knew it s

- 



Ritu als, ru I165,
dragens,
and ged
desses.
Blessed be,
the Pagans

are back te
reclaim the  
Spirit at the ...

I.-32$ heard the filrumitiing
ing ac resst e nightair. Yieu may have ceme acress a tribal gathering seme

\A’P] + + + +ere in the Bntish ceu ntryside. Yieu may even have heard the
chanting that recalls the spirit ef anethera e . What is t, ,beceming clear frem all the alternative activity thatiias been ¢

pushing up frem the undergreu nd in the past few years is that
there is a distinct spirituality underlying the new green gen- ~-e

eratien

0
a°>l‘(~i\oer‘

Paganism might still cenju re up images ef witches and breemsticks ,"" ~=' "' ‘ s
4 te seme peeple but times are changing. In seme ways, it’s enly 2 we .- 1

natural that many ef these invelved in grass-reets envirenmental °'i
campaigns have recennected with the spiiit ef eurPagan p st. a t 43‘

a 4*The signs are net hard te find. Runes, the ancient magickal sym- '
bels said te have been created by the nerthern ged Gdin, can be A

" seen en the faces ef many an ece-warrier. Tales ef geddess and drag-
ens are eften teld areund tribal campfires. At ‘Twyferd Dewn, the dragen - the symbel

c ef the spirit ef the land - had a streng presence in the Dengas Tribe’s activities.Aleng
ene side ef the Denga village, a dragen-shaped trench had been dug with a larger
meu nd creating its head - crystals used fer its eyes. Gn many ef their later actiens, the

a tribespeeple weuld rush dewn the hillside carrying a brightly celeured drag-
‘ yl en, the head made frem a weeden frame and the billewing bedy frem a Ieng

_, st. strip ef material cevered in patterns and symbels. There is alse certain
ameu nt ef dragen mythelegy related te Twyferd Dewn. ]t’s said that the

1 shape ef a dragen is femied by a series ef snaky ridges and hills that runs
frem St. Catherine’s Hill, eppesite the

._tr/‘if  Dengas’ fermer village, te C-Bid Winchester
Hill seme ten miles away.

..- The stery gees that when the dragen’s life was put
-.:.'_,=.,-.__. - » -" under threat frem the WT3 extensien, she shifted

her pesltien and placed her head under St.
Catherine’s Hill. Apparently, when the dragen meves place in

é‘ this way, she will call up a tribe ef peeple whe will ceme tegether
te defend her. A slightly different versien says that the new read

weuld cut acress the dragen’s neck, severing her head. Again, te defend her life, she called
up a tribe. Whether er net yeu believe this kind ef mythele9Y, it is certainly strange that a
tribe efpeeple, nene efwhem h d ‘ ‘ ' 'a any previeus expenence ef tribal living, sheuld appearen a hillside in 1990s iiliddle €ngland.
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HOBO SIGN FOR ‘DON'T GIVE UP’
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Just befere Christmas last yeah lmst UP With a Qfshp at
Dengas whe had meved up te the lie M11 Link Campaign In
Wanstead, €ast Landen It was a few days befere the Whiter
Selstice, the lengest night and ene ef the mest impertant dates
en the pagan calendar The greup
were making plans te head eff
the ceuntryside fer the celebra-
tiens Really Christmas means
naihin ta me, said Ben an elfin fig
ure wit a sheck ef shaggy hair and lay
ers ef heley weellen pmpers The
Selstice is a natural time te celebrate It
marks the change in cycles and

n

celebrate the rebirth efthe sum
mer sun Dec ember 25th is just
anether day te us it s net like
eur efficial religien er anything
explained Bu sker Paul Different
peeple de different things Seme take a
let ef interest in pagan ntuals and cere-
meinies while seme peeple beceme tuned i
witheut even realising it Paganism they
explained is mere implicit in their
respect fer the natural werld
W/“eu just de what cemes natural-
ly Paul said ®n beth the sum
mer and winter Selstice. svetydhe
has a special energy and when that
energy cemes tegether it s vefy eiteltlhtii
iiieu never knew what s geing te happen
but rt usually turns inte a stenking geed
Party"A5 the Dengas have beceme strenger as a
campaigning ferce, se tee has their spiritual cen-
nectien ‘Yieu pst let it develep naturally Paul centin
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l-9'79 l3al'l'@w - an ancientburial site - and the strange " e
man-made 130 it Silbury Hill '

T
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Ihe Eight was celd and clear -
utt e buswas cezy inside - V

Pins Panels. Pal plants. a little  
steve and i k  -»s n , a shewer and cu shiens and duets tei

heei-7 eut the celd. Lizzie
tlialnbteiw STGGG Bi the gtgvg

e sipping up stuff fer a veggie
besiew, surreunded by pats at

the tggzahd spices.) At the back Q-F
and san uhs me] ma!‘ up her guitar

secutien eh ‘ia/vitahnflhg Sang wtth? per‘Wm came a i .¢ es and hewtheirtime
9a n. Semeene handed

Ralnbelw Pete a selstice
present. It turned eut te be

<9 pair ef secks. ‘The Selstlce
kts a bit like shedding an eld

ishsedn, qeaid Mel when she’d fin-
T -.. mete get nd efeld life

r 5tYle$ welceming ,3 pet-{ed eat‘
enewal. Clive, the Space Gtaatis dtgan._

dad Player. explained why
their Came te Ave bury. ‘Its

d ene,efthe last places that
eiesht have a bleedy great

med 9@lh9 thtdhqh it. Its iselat-ed and in-tact. There ’s a let ef
female energy here.’

The cenversatien turns te Avebuty.s
swine Clrele- htY'5tetY still surreunds the

sifhgli-: s|iitn’eflci1nC€‘QFthE fine‘ ell‘? savs its  
streng ma icala eahng place‘ The Circle is antn I Q 9 symbel - net end and ne begin
9 he ht the male” preperties efthe stenes isquartz which preduces an electr * -T . , , amagnetic field.Hhensgenes ate vibratitig in that energy fie|¢i_

95’ '5 a l9ned with a leyline er m’d-summer selstice, it’ IS wh ,5 Vet)! Pewerful
9 at yeu have is a ring efnatural

§l';l§f9Y- -/Edd Peeplesenergy is that
ygu ave 5 c@5m|C €nE'r'gy1fh5[can be channelled te the earth and te

tithe heahle themselves. Yieu create a

ued Christianity leaves me celd it s all abeut degma
and patriarchal values I’d rathertake my influences frem
nature any day Ithink seme peeple have preblems with
getting their parents te understand them said Paul Tfly
mum s great But I can see her any time and I’d preferte de

it when I really want te rather than because lfeel I
have te This year, mest efus have deeldsd

that because we’ve breken away frem the
system we sheuld stay true te eurway

ef life
Fraggle, ene ef the few whe
went heme fer Chnstmas.
added ‘Te me Christmas
is an erdinary day but
my parents blackmail
me They say it
weuldnt be the same

witheut me It’s nice te be tegether as

e‘ e"l'"‘2/Purifying pdwer. iii eld daysit s said that peeple usedte wash them-
selves in waterthat had been peured

CTll::lOMSNOEJVHCI
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everthestene t * t .. ,d s e capture their healing qU8llilE5.' lwen-
ered what it meant te be a Space Geat ?

liens ‘ ' ’ * .9 .abgutfillfty qltlehlyi Clive laughs. We sing
E €arth and the crap that ‘ ‘at . l is geing

. e"”h- We sing and talk abeut what ’s hap-Pening teday. his ambal thing gain I ~ . t . g back te theat eld ways. Space Geats is an anagram far
scape eats. A b .

gte sa his bei ny Qdywhh had 9e’t anything decentY’ "9 stampfid en and tiir
% ghat tflreilfe speaking eut fer all thegedpti-:>|g scape-

Tltllmfihlng en seme nettles if yeu like!’ t
The Geats first t t 1 .side Tmnes in thfi Sguemregregifeggn a crep circle eut..
Th h 'E t . . I _

Bettangpeeg "hheel up Wlth the Den as Tribe at theirs v l T J 1 ,
du bbed the secend Twyferd Dewn etawtnangasetrgaelng/said They are new ham-

$0 the 9; the S€+)l5’£iCe itsfiit I the ecw WQM The h e eht-lhttY Spreadtng
' ' deep res ect f htravelled dewn te Avebury Circle in Den i . Y ave , P art e

Wiltshire and disedvered members ef gas “’mm'"he"t' they re peac eiul peeple

a family But a few days is quite
eneughl Many efthe Dengas mal"

events and actiens have been hinged
a -"" areu nd the mest impertant days l" the P8960
We calendar The Ma Da celebratien efBeltane, a cele-Y Y

bratien ef fertility light and hepe has breught tegether many
tribal greups te sacred sites acress the ceuntry This year s
Beltane saw hundreds ef peeple gather at the
Selsbu iy Hill pretest camp near Bath HOLY mic-iic CIRCLE

:§

the Rainbew Tribe and ece-bards, the
Space Geats, had travelled dewn frem
l.enden in a large green bus They d
spent the day explering West kennet
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Illany of the Goats’ songs relate megatripolis, a group of friends under the name lc onoclasm
directly to the anti-roads campaign wrote and performed ‘Peter Pandrogenous And The Curse Gf
while other reflect the disillu sion of Greyface - A Tale From The Tribal Bible’. It tells the story of a
John l\llajor’s Britain. ‘We see that free-spirit who has to do battle with Grey Face, Lord ofthe Law
consumer culture is on the Way out and the dreaded Tebbitus to win the prized Box of
€vef3/thing has been Seltleeled out Illuminations. Along the way, Peter has to find the Herb of
ofthis country. lithe peeple are Hoffman (as in Albert ‘Acid’ HoFFman) and the Skins of
coming together and empowering ALZIR - depicted by the largest Rizla packet you ’ve
themselves. There’s nothing left to Ever seen! Peter manages to overcome many
lose. They’ve taken it all away from temptations. At one point he’s asked to fill in a
us,’ Clive added. form in order to continue his qu est. In reply,

Mel nodded her head and he shouts, ‘Fuck your form, prepare to
chipped in, ‘It’s about redressing meet your doom.’ Finally triumphant, the
the balance. At the moment out hero turns to the audience and tells
culture is dominated by patriarchy, them; g g
greed, domination. Look where it’s ‘T1-left Iirl®RJ1U, of IS CLEAR
got us. l’m focussingon the earth, limit‘ F6LL®WRA\{|l"~llG FRl€,l‘~lDS
the mother Goddess. The female W5 g"[AllD HERE Isle!-JVV"
energy of nurturing, caring, giving. Ull‘lTeD g g g g g
Most of the major decision are Alillf) Wfl—l]L€, T]-[IS IS l‘l®T
made bywhite males who are THE,“ e,’lll'D
totally out of touch with their efN‘J®\i” ALL T]-l]l*~lGS
feminine side. We need to bring T]-[AT C®ltl‘€"i‘e>lIR
that balance back. Someone WAY’
mentions Mrs Thatcher. Mel LeT ®UR TF\L€ RIl"~lG
looks dismissive and snarls, TRUE’ F @R€V€R
‘She isn’t a woman!’ There’s T}—l€TRUT]—l’S AMQNG
something about the Space US ]-[&jRQ“T®DA\"’
Goats that makes them Vlf€’R€ ALL lit THIS
more than psi a band. It’s To(;efTHe,'R;
like they come WQTTI anoth- Shane, one ofthe
er time. With their floppy authors ofthe play
hats, patchwork and explains, ‘We wanted to
threadbare jumpers and get something happening,
strange instruments, ye" get people thinking and
could imagine them changing. A play seemed
strolling through the to be the best way of pre-
streets of ltlediaeval senting people with the
england, telling of distant picture and sending the
battles and conjuring up message that they’ve
the pagan spirit. got to get involved. The

They have a kind of longer we leave it, the
magic about them. ®ne worse it gets.’ @n the
evening during the occupa- music front, there are a
tion of Wew Squ atland surprising number of
Yard, a bunch of Freedom pagan rock bands that
It-Fetworkers went down into are attragting a mainly
the central courtyard after a ggth-type followers.
brainstorming session. We According to Tony
were all pretty tired but then lllfgkjonnack from one
the two of the Space Goats ofthe most popular
began to sing their Dragon pagan rock bands,
song. The next thing I knew, ]n¢u bus Succu bus,
everyone was dancing there are now as
around the c entral fountain, many as 30-40
spinning each other round, and pagan bands
drumming on the side oftwo across the country.
large refuse bins. Their words are m"l_lCl§,Al’lI) rnA(;'-
powerful and their strength comes ](fl§_
through their belief in what they do. Dressed in long
Best of all, they use no amplification. coloured robes, their
They come at you DU Fe and e|eel'- hair covered with
Sounds to take you away from Babylon bands of ivy, the group
for a while. stood in a circle and

®ver the last year, the pagan spirit has raised their arms to the
been reflected in a growing number of P|ey5 sky. €ach membertook it in
and performances. Last lfovember, the turn to call out a special invocation to
Don as returned to T ord Down, 13 moons their particular dei . Around the sides of

..§

9 _ WY? , , gty   ,
after \"ellow Wednesday, and put on their special the hall a collection ofstalls created a curious
version of St. George and The Dragon. In their pagan supermarket. Some soldghorn and wooden rattles h
play, the Dragon’s spirit ends up persuading St. Qavgred in bells (known as singing wands to CBIIS the Pewete tet e
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Geefqe tel "Ye hemlenieu $|Y with he"- The 59% e sacred space); others sold wooden wands, fans (used for pu nfication in
Goats also put on a play on the Donga camp at sacred ceremonies) staves (seen as a ladder togthe Gods) medicine pouehes,
Leytonstonia - using car headlights as spotlights. vision robes (sacred floor covering used in spiritual ceremonies), amulets,

At London’s most alternative club, tarot cards and crystals. ®n a magazine stall, topics ranged from a debate

\

on ritual nudity, to €gyptian deities and howto make wild herb Peheeke5-
The whole space was covered in a thin mist of incense.
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e $Th s ~ . paganevent wasthe Tllagicltal Conference, an calendar ,w,€ usually {MUS Gm 3 ta 4 cam_
r ced ted atherin of a an orders , ' ,  . , e

unfprefm argnnd Bgritain inglu difiiggthe ®rder of 9‘-"gns each Ietteri SSYS Adrian" we a|s@ "Y
B rd ®vates and Druids (the three W 9“ pefiple ta ‘Gibby the Gfiwrnfnent P3’6 if d Mnnnd the letter writing. A lot of people dont realisedi erent gra es _ ry), ,

Fellowship of Isis, .Progrs55iv€ how effective letter-writing can be. It swkc @Dn..{~S/14$; (pwnwers something that people can do if they don’ta ’ + + feel comfortable on the front line.ofthe northern tradition) and D , , U‘ In O abgutthen d rd , ragon is partic any wo e
efnsfifiging Fniniggmge gs Criminal :Iu stice Bill. ‘Apart from tine

P hi k Yt@utn_ destiuction ofour countryside byt e
syclTh(; cnnference haw at Department of Transport, the Bill indi-
LQ d®n.S Canwa ’H»a" rectly affects pagan worship. The woodsFl Y~ are ourtemples. The trespass lawsbrought in hundreds of th Id en be Ste ed

pagans and non-pagans. mean at ‘"6 C9“ W pp
Followin a da of rituals, {mm 9athen','9 there‘9 Y. t ‘ k"sneacnes’ and a bn “pagan Qntnhe lTL3glC|\6| SlC|€.,d( inagigt is spelt

la st"ck,thecha‘rs ere pushedwi a S9pwple .9. 9 Cm-- 1 pk‘ deve ne-gned hands fused with party magicians), Dragonac an ryo _| C+ ~ ombine ec o-action with eco-ritual.in a SpiralDance. The v/riole M. b rk b hi dthe cemes
conference danced round the hall €,m ers “,9 6 " , 5
in everdecreasing rings. Finally, a L{§'"9 ‘§ha"§""9: dmmmmg and P95‘
breathless hush filled the hall “""‘ “5“=""5="'@"- we Wm ‘”“ho t rth r or dr on ower -ea enegy ag pgg*;,@gih;3§g{,@gf,;="ggg<3,*g)t" ""5 raising the dragon to protect the

The event was held to raise earth" says ’Adnan'‘Visualisations involve thinking ofmoney forthe Dragon , En. h Id nkQ; a picture owyou wou e
€2:f&gTn€n';gaL(fig®ggn1ab3,r§un$ag_ something to be in the future and

+ ~ ~ " ‘ " h .’ Dr hickalworkwith conservation and “"“""9'tt? app“ S ,a9@_," asn cane nrtne drawn up its own special bind
campmgm 9' rune the World Tree Rune aevent s organisers explain ed,‘ , , gr fie‘ be)‘
We’re all part ofa greaterthing. C@‘mb‘"at'@n mag‘ 5‘/m 5'what on W nature nu.“ ‘lt has a special focus for environ-
dningiguynursehq That}; Wat mentalchange,’Adnan adds. ‘The

» k H tn 9 | _w1nat main components are energy,
"n 5 6 if PE. P Eann strength and determination, heal-Dragon is oing is 9 9 - . - .. . ... ing and growth. Visually, its aenvironmentalists back in _ gm, wh_ h are drawn an~ t r d 9; senes ines ic
much he sac e HESS talismans and hung around the

eéfiagnn first became neclt. €very Sundaynthe 150 mem-
d t r1 + o bers dotted aroun e count yt t in to _ _ _ ’ac 'veS¥'tLh hdenfiémgxergas focus on their individual runes andsave t P on s a eWoods from the bulldozer. gate; they 11% Th§UW@g<1j"ee r

The helpedo anise spon- ,"‘:: ,a5‘?59 E?“ “E 5 WeY rg t t Bntain in sites which are under
59'-6? w15“‘5g~®med In with a threat from development. Couldroduct on .
‘Shakespeare's ‘As \bu Like E? @'ma9'd‘ be the @559” whlythe1,. t » at n S W  Government dramatically bac ‘down, instig e a a ,tr" ‘"’:2i.r.i::and published several S 5 n.ew ,weap . , s .mane, d an on;@nna_ campaign! says Adnan. g We’ve hit as an lnan bnnkni Unlike many nerve here with €C®—lT]6glCl\ and

’ bringing it straight to the frontpagan groups, Dragons We re .r nut H. id tn be Q en line A lot ofcampaigners are pagansae ,a a p ' , , . t ,abnut their benefs but dontrealise it. Theyvetuned
Qnginany we t®|d' the into the natural cycle and wonder of

Que ca ai n that things without putting a name to it.<35 mp 9 . ~ . »we were a Sninwén He continues, Pagans don t have a
, » _ d+ _ patriarchy or power structure. There’s

t e;f[p|':ni.n_S $2 no priest plugged into God. lt’s foro rian a s h do th r
decided itwasstupid What €V€"Y@"‘5t9‘”°r5 ‘pan @hE' W"~ 7 thing.’ The world Tree Rune as

Vrherg gfdatfizld 9*: xgfiecame appeared in many different places includ-
pfganasn we" tndidnu, ing N‘ew Squatland Yard and on the faces

fa" dawn; Sn wé thnught, this of caméiéaigners at Vltlfinstead anfil T3/yforg
lS the way to do things.’ Dawn‘ h,t€Pkw€' tlew_,.@n “Ca S’ S’

More rec ently Adrian and the London- and trees‘ 5 ' e n 6 ma ""95 Says’ Mn‘y - |- l. ~tn t ‘lt really freaks out the security guards. Especiallybased members ofDragon have in ted up wi he the In Enan mes The We mt y
t N’o '11 ‘ k  ai n ‘ Wan ead as well as 'oinin the L 9 ' Y,

Freedom ttetaqsaiflshigign ggaihst th2tCriminal Ju stieie Bill.g RE kefg 9',‘ the °“““"“'??
Members are also involved in conservation projects - clearing rubbish from at her‘ . Fyéewrgaie Sefpsmve

reen areas, tree planting and generally looking after open spaces. ‘We W’? ‘5 ,5p'm 3 we 5
gorm a relationship with nature in a very practical way as well as defending demg
the earth,’ says Adrian. lillember are kept informed of current campaigns
through a newsletter Miich comes out on the eight most sacred days of the ,
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