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More Scabs. The following are SOGAT 82 London Central Branch members all working in Fleet Street, |

who are still selling Murdoch’s papers in their newsagents shops or news stands. These scabs are profiting

while their fellow members are suffering from Murdoch’s disgusting treatment. f‘j‘““"‘[ws’“lmmulmum , -
K. Brown, 87 Higher Drive, Banstead, Surrey \ ;3 msp“"

D. O'Brien, 3 Wickstead Close, Bexley, Kent \ RNV i |

1. Fullbrook, 17 Dahlia Drive, Swanley, Kent \{i\)/ Nea N )(

G. Hurley, 13 The Knoll, Hayes, Kent S e

J. Hurley, 12 Ribston Close, Bromley Common, Kent
J. Marshall, 32 The Riding, Surbiton, Surrey
J. Newman, 328 Long Lane, Bexleyheath, Kent

EACH SATURDAY EVENING THERE WiLL

K. Skevington, 38 Abbot Avenue, Raynes Park, Surrey PWAPPING IN SUPPORT OF K |
B. Wicks, 78 Portland Avenue, Malden, Surrey Mt e
E. Wicks, 163 Warren Drive, Sth Tolworth, Surrey.

Another Scab. G. Schooling (Wapping Fire Chief) drives a Vauxhall Cavalier - SRO 416W

Scab Job Changes. 1) Nick Lloyd, ex London Post to Daily Express editor.
2) Duke Hussey, ex Times director to BBC Chairman

“"ONCE A SCAB, IS A SCAB FOREVER”

A First Impression of the new Daily Telegraph Building on the Isle of Dogs
To reach the new Telegraph building I travelled along the dark, depressing West Ferry Road. It was like

driving through a long dark tunnel with the black sky above it for its roof. 2BE-Tuly e - Tth>Detober
On reaching the fortified entrance, [ was approached by 3 security guards. Whilst one recorded my veh- (includes Picket no s. 22 to 28?
Icle registration number, another was busily thrusting a card into my hand. “You've got to have one of plus 3 pages of additions previocus parts

these,” he said. “Hand it in when you leave.” Whilst he was talking, I could not help but wonder if he had
ever scabbed on the gates at Fortress Wapping. |

[ was then allowed to drive on into the large warehouse type lorry park. Inside I was confronted by a
battery of 15 loading chutes, each being painted in one of five colours. Of the 15 chutes, only 3 were oper-
ational. I'hadn’t been stopped for long when a security man passed by, speaking secretively into a walkie-
talkie type radio.

[ ventured across the yard towards a pair of red doors in the corner. I was met by familiar Fleet Street
faces wearing unfamiliar expressions. Each man wore an ID card bearing his photograph. “We can’t enter
or leave without showing these,” they laughed. One took the time to tell me that “Boycott Murdoch™ post-
ers had been removed from the walls. “It’s a sacking offence now,” he added.

Beyond the red door was the warehouse. Walls painted cream, the floor grey. I immediately noticed
how few men were employed and how managerial types strutted around with a new found arrogance.

It was obvious that the workers had received little consideration in the building design. Modern technol-
ogy had ousted any thought of people being involved. They were just regarded as a necessary commodity.
Machine room personnel were moving around in uniforms of sky blue shirts over navy trousers. They
looked more like Wormwood Scrubs inmates. Everywhere were badges stating a “New Spirit .

The canteen was austere, no pictures on the walls, no pot-plants on the floor. A few soft chairs were to
one side. Elsewhere was the usual utility-type canteen furniture. Meanwhile, down in the loading area a
wholesale driver was having trouble loading bis van, trying to keep pace with the machinery. Bundles
weere falling on to the floor and then onto tl._ ground. “Stop the belt.” “Can’t stop the belt,” came the "
reply, “they won’tlike it.” Spoken as if THEY were some supernatural being. It was THEY that were con-
tent in keeping the wholesalers waiting in Fleet Street for 3 hours, but would not now wait 3 seconds for
him.

On leaving the plant, the same security guard approached me. “Where’s your pass,” one asked. “Can'f
find it,” I replied. The guard looked at me furtively and with a reluctant voice said, “OK, you can go." |
was granted my release, or should I say parole, as I was due back within 24 hours.

I came away thinking I had had an insight into life inside the SCAB FORTRESS, but could not help but
feel that the place reminded me of an ABBATTOIR, with the smell of DEATH haning in the air.

Saturday Afternoon, 4th October. Thousands, mostly youths from the socialist groups, march from near

Aldgate East tube to Cable Street, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Cable Street. Picket,

That the march did not join the picketing only hundreds of yards away was partly due to a failure of c¢/o Housman’s Books

printworkers’ organisation. 5 Caledonian Road :
9

Income:£1 picket; £2 bookshop sales; £3 Natsopa m/c; 50p man in black; £1 cop’s son; £4.60 Wednesday | London N1 9DX.

night pickets; 20p Big X; £7.50 Saturday night pickets; £2.50 NGA strikers.

Picker c/o Housmans Books., S Caledonian Road. London N1 9YDX
Published by picketing print union members.
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March (2nd) to Wapping
March (3rd) to Wapping
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Women's march to Wapping
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Marches (7th & 8th)

Resident's march (9th)
Picket Cambridge WH Smith
AUEW/Sogat march (10th)
Picket Bristol WH Smith
Clerical march (11th)
Picket Llantrisant TNT

LMB march (12th) Wapping
NGA march (13th) Wapping
Sogat march (1l4th) Wapping
Lobby TUC

Picket Eastleigh TNT depot
LMB march (15th) Wapping
Women's march (léth§
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LMB march (18th) Wapping
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squatters paper

from Crowbar,

S A B 0 I A G E N ¥ : A::*V,v ;'{:\ "; s 1
AL, s 5 7 TR -
- 4 2
r PP o’ ° o - N
: o Vo D ~ R
B [ BRI : g ' S
» Ve Ay d ! $ ’ ’ - =
’ > ‘ S \ % R »
, » - 1 » :
4 -t > % \ . s ' N . .
d . X ¢ 4 J& ' "
g . A
ll. ? » ~
L

\ prew it
A
Sat.afternoon-Get a bus down to Cable St.
from the Police Bill Demo with some ALF.
Past all that derelict warehousing and
those fri-endly damp derelict smashed grim
worn-out dangerous tower blocks,staring down...
The ‘picket(damp but not dangerous and grim,
not derelictthoves into view.We join a happy
group of SWP'ers well over 200 yards from the
main entrance of Murderoch's Folly.Watched
the scab's putting up razor wire on’ the peri-
meter-one got all cut up on it,oh,how we laffed!
Strolled in a circle th - ough the adjacent

streets till 3 of us found a gap in the thin blue l ®
slime..

...0n onwards,on and on we arrived at THE J'
GATE to a chorus of 'There's more than six of them
now,Sarqe'!More than friggin' six!There were 300
filth-what the frig were they worried about !!

A hundred journalists watched our attempts to
stop the traffic,rows of SPG lined the place.

A couple of cars are turned backbut the artics
from T.N.T. wouldn't heed our arguments as they
sped in and out of the fortress.

That abominable plant dominated the surroundingd

like a huge crematorium suit« ble for dinosaurs,alt-
hough burning the odd . . printer is well within
it's monstrous range of feudal conviviality!

T.N.T. are very worried that their vehicles are
easy targets ,ds they poodle along on multi-drop
runs throughout Britain-THEY ARE-IT's SO FASY! So
are the, businesses who have T.N.T. Despatch Post
franchises(typically car hire offices andphotocopier
shops displaying T.N.T. insignia) T.N.T. Bedford
lorries are affected by stray gravel finding it's
way down the oil filler cap(Under the metal flap
behind the driver's door) MURDEROCH MUST BE STOPPED-

Give the scab's what they deserve in '86"

:
d:
, :

-

lLlth February

from 7th February Militant
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MURDOCH OWNS 28 per cent of TNT. TNT
is an Australian company, the largest transport
compuny in Australia. It started operating in this
country about eight or nine years ago and has
since become the largest next-day, express delivery
transport firm in the country. It’s organised on
the basis of a closed shop.

Last August internal
adverusments began Lo go up
for a new division. They set
up a new management which
established 28 sceparate
depots up and aown the
country, each of which had
a lleet of vehicles. 2,000 have
been employed at the new
depots,

The first sign of Mur-
doch’s involvement was
three weeks ago when the
Sunday Times Colour Sup-
plement was moved by road
after it was first printed at
Wapping.

Many normal TNT depots
were due 1o handle the S7TCS
and they were assured that it

Tuesday, 19th day of the strike. TNT set

up an incident room to report attacks and
intimidation of their scabs (from Counter

Information).
19th February

Wednesday, 27th day. Printers and some

|

B

local supporters,

shout " 48" or 50w alk

picket Northampton Mercury. Vans spray-
painteda "Scab”,

London Region
NATIONAL GRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION:

News International Dispute

MARCH & RALLY

SATURDAY 1 MARCH 1986

———

Assemble:

TRINITY SQUARE, TOWER HILL 6.30pm

March to: H

KING EDWARD VII MEMORIAL PARK
FOR RALLY AT 8pm

Speakers:
Tony Dubbins General Secretary NGA
Alf Parish National Secretary NGA

Bill Booroff London Region Secretary j i N

o .

L

was just a onc-off, so the
T&G allowed 1t 1o be
distributed through the nor-
mal TNT depots.

Uncertainty

A week last Saturday the
first lot of papers came
out—News of the World and
the Sunday Times—through
the separate distribution net-
work and the new drivers
were unsure what the situa-
tion was and crossed picket
lines. Then cume Ron
Todd's announcement not to
cross picket lines.

The biggest problemn is

g
....

........
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that SOGAT members were
accepting the Sun and the
Times and Sunday Times
and News of the World from
the TNT vans and delivering
them to the shops. It's dif-
ficult 1o persuade men who
know they are going 10 lose
their jobs if they don't
deliver the stuff, to support
a union, (ic SOGAT), whose
own members are handling
the papers.

There must be some input
from the unions, they can't
just expect people 10 go out
on strike. They have got to
explain the issues.

TNT are the highest paid
transport workers probably
in the country. The basic rate
is £180 for four days work so
obviously Murdoch will be
alter the wages and condi-
tions of TNT workers next,

Jane Hartley spoke to a
TNT worker,

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS, LONDON DISTRICY
EXECUTIVE NEWS INTERNATIONAL LIAISON
COMMITTEE, BRANCH COMMITTEES AND CHAPELS

SATURDAY, MARCH 1st 9pm

DEMONSTRATION
AT WAPPING

Prior to their own National Dentonstrations members of the
National Union of Mineworkers and Women's Support Groups
will be joining the Wapping demonstration on Saturday, March
Ist.

In addition, the London Region of the NGA have organised a
March on the same evening.

in order to show maximum solidarity with the NGA and
provide an appropriate welcome to the NUM, there will be o
March and Demeonstration of members in all Branches and
Chapels in the Llondon District of SOGAT.
Branches and Chapels are asked to give maximum support to
this demonstration which will assemble in

LOWER THAMES STREET (Nex? to Tower Hill)

AT 9pm ON SATURDAY EVENING v

Chapel and Branch banners should be brought,

Priniad Sy LWhaptat L0 (U0 01 60 Y800

STRIRL CRAPYHICS

|
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London
Machine Branch SOGAT '82

RALLY & DEMONSTRATION

WEDNESDAY § MARCH 1986

Assemble Gough St.,
March Off 8.30,

Bp'm' (RENIND TINED BUILDING)

| Rally: At Waellclose St., Wapping

March will be In three groups in
columns 6 abreast

FIRST GROUP, L.M.B.
SECOND GROUP, S.0.G.A.T.

THIRD GROUP
and
Councils etc.,

ther Unions

STR i SRArICS

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 1986

SOLIDARITY WITH
WOMEN IN PRINT

WOMEN'’S
MARCH AND
RALLY

Women in the print unions call on their sisters Lo support them in Lheir
fight [or jobs and the right Lo belong Lo an effective Lrade union.

SATURDAY 8 MARCH

Assemble at 5.00pm, Lower Thames Street (Tower 111t end)
March moves off at 5.30pm. Rally at Wapping 6pm

Speakers indude:
BRENDA DEAN, SOGAT ANN LILBURN, WAPC

" \nd m (he oprn sureets of Wappeng and wp aord dosn. Lhe wives ive (ned
publicty: This cnmes of \uwr not gaying ouwr husbands: 2nd now your wurk s
widone, or done Dy hands Lhat endersiand & not.”

An cxiract from Samuel Pepys’ Diary. 1667

Sewmnevd 0 SDL T NCA. SARC. SERTUC Romres Rights Cammiire Carotey Lonte Lobew Party Wesures

London Region
NATIONAL GRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION

News International
Dispute

MARCH
RALLY

Saturday 22nd March, 1986

Assemble

Lower Thames Street, EC3, at 8pm

Mairch to:

King Edward Vii Memorial Park
For Rally at Spm

Speakers:
TONY DUBBINS Ceneral Secretary NCA
NORMAN ROBBINS
L London Region Deputy Secretary NCA ‘l

....

SCSAT

London District Council

Calls upon all supporters of the
Printworkers to attend a major

DEMONSTRATION
AT WAPPING

Saturday
15th March

Assemble Tower Hill 8-30pm.

NEAREST TUBE TOWERHILL ©

RO

The London District Cowrer!

of SOGAT 4ave oryanised
a March and :@//....

~ SAT 15 March 1986

Xour Caswals Strike Commitee
urge you %o meet atb.... |

TOWER HILL 830pm

/2 is vital that ok burn up
In numbers Yo demonstrate

l “rd P/c,écﬁ al I’Vdff:/fz '

additiong to parte l; <,
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'NATIONAL MARCH

JNDAY 6 APRIL 1986
INSUPPORT OF PRINTWORKERS
3% INDISPUTE WITH MURDOCH 3¢

Dubddems - 115, pod Lobowr leaders

3yfleet News and

BETWEEN 60 and 70 police
from all over the county were
called to the TNT depot at
Brooklands Industrial Estate,
Oyster Lane, Byfleet in the
early hours of Wednesday
morning.

More than 400 pickets from
the print uniom Sogat 82 at-
facked lorries from Rupert
Murdoch’s plant at Wapping.
The lorries were carrying
copies of The Times and Sun
which were trying to enter the
main gate of the Industrial

Arrest:ilégh plc kets
storm TNT depot

Estate to reach the TNT Depot
where they are taken for
redistribution.

A TNT security manager was
assaulted, windscreens were
smashed and one picket was in-
jured by a brick.

Inspector John Walters told
the News & Mail: “It was a
potentially dangerous situation
where more people could have
been seriously injured.”

The pickets were successful
in preventing most of the lor-
ries from entering and leaving

the depot.

Three people were arrested
and charged and they have been
bailed to appear on May 8 at
the Woking Magistrates’ Court.
Police say they fourd imple-
ments with three inch nails and
a metal device made to punc-
ture tyres.

A club-hammer and small en-
gineer's hammer and an assort-
ment of tools and picces of
metal were also found. A ncar-
by resident had his brick wall

SH o, by SHERRL YANOWITZ, striking
SOGAT clerical worker

SOGAT banner at Saturday’s march through Bromley High Street

TWO hundrcd rint workers
marched along Bromicy High
Street to protest against News
International boss Rupert
Murdoch’s sacking of 6,000
print workers, on Saturday.

THE LEADER, APRIL 25, 1986

THREE HUNDRED and fitty
sirikers turred up to picket
Murdoch’'s Wapping plant last
Friday morning.

At first the mainiy clericai
workers and the Lady Cleaners
Chapeli stood behind the
barriers facing the plant. But
there were only six policemen
on duty, and about 100 strikers
found it was really quite easy to
just stroll across the road and
go down to the main gate at
Fortress Wapping.

It was the most beautiful day all
year, made even better when we
managed to turn back a full coach
load of scabs——the first time in
nearly three months!

A van load of police then arrived
and the police managed to get be-
tween the picket and the gates.
Some strikers linked arms and
shoved back when they were
pushed by the police.

Unfortunately three months of

passivity and undermining from
the leadership meant that man'
others did not join iIn, ans
remained behind the barriers.
And to make matters worse, a
deputy chapel official began

DEFEAT MURDOCH

London Central Branch
SOGAT ’82

Calls on all supporters
and trade unionists
| to join us in a

MARCGH TO
FORTRESS
WAPPING

Wednesday April 9

ASSEMBLE
8.30pm Tower Hill

March Off 9pm

s

Come and see for yourself

¥ SOGAT * NGA * AUEW * NUJ *
london District Council

Calls upon all supporters of the
Printworkers to attend a major

DEMONSTRATION
AT WAPPING

SATURDAY 12th APRIL
Assemble Tower Hill 8.30 p.m.

Nearest Tube Tower Hill

ordering us to leave. The excuse
he gave was that women might get
hurt. But many of us pushing and
shoving and calling for reinforce-
ments were women clericals and
cleaners.

If he had run back and ordered
those behind the barriers to come
and join us we could have held the
picket of the gate quite easily.

Once again the tactics of even
active SOGAT officials snatched
defeat from the jaws of victory.

The example of the supposedly
weakest sections of the
strike—half made up by
women—>blockading the main gate
for 25 minutes should have been
used to mobilise foranother morn-
ing picket the next day.

Instead there isn’t to be another
until this Wednesday, and not at
Wapping but at Murdoch’'s now
empty Sun building off Fleet
Street.

from E, London Advertis

‘RENT-A-MOB’ BLAMED

A hard core of about 30X
“rent-a-mob’ demon-
srators have been
blamed for whipping up
violence on the “For-
tress Wapping™ picket
line,

I'he outside agitators, who
have no connection with
the print unions, have used
the dispute as a vehicle to
luunch attacks against the
police, a senior officer
claimed this week.

Deputy  Assistant Commis-
sioner Wyn Jones, head of
the police operation at
Wapping, said: “These dc-
monstrators bear no alle-

glance to the printers.
Ihey come into the area

with the

rgsponse

creating as much disorder
as pussible.”

Class War who work in
small units to ferment vio-
lent confrontation.

“Their aim is to provoksz

FOR VIOLENCE

BY WILL SMITH

sole intention of ¥ Iaum.hmg attac
oth

Pennington Strect.

from the puhu That night DAC Jones

cers trom among the
crowds of legitimate  de-

ple were injured in clashes
outside the News In-
ternational print works in

about 30 agitators were

responsible for sctting light but have also accused the
to the fuse which started polkc of over- rL-lLlllW

ks on the bloody confrontation. )kcsnmn for SOGAT

“They caine preparced with a 8y said: “Anyone who

horrific arscnal of weapons goes along to Wapping to

violent  troublc-makgrs,

....l

He claims they are are “pro- monstrators,” he said. fcad?; to launch a  promote violence is not
fessional agitators™ from a  Violence on the picket line bom il,f,d""-‘"' on  the welcomed by the print
varicty of extremist groups recached a climax three police,” he said. . unions. think
including the Workers Re- wecks ago when 175 police  During ‘hc disturbance  “There is no doubt that some
volutionary  Party and officers and 38 other peo- police  “snatch  squads™ people do come in froim

made a total of 34 arrests, outside who would like 1.

but only 25 of those de-  sec a big punch-up, but o

tained were printers. the same time we have
The pnm unions have con- grave concerns about

claims sistently denounced the police tactics.

certdain  instances we
they have over-
reacted and caused a vio-
lent confrontation which
may not have otherwise
developed.™

® The massive police opera-
tion needed to control the DAC Jones.

And The Svndicalist repor:s:
er In May 5 News International
strikers visited N.E. England.
When the delegation visited the
Gateshead Council Incinerator,
management there refused to
allow the workers to meet the
delegates on the premises. This
resulted in a2 24 hour strike by the
back shifts at the Incinerator.
(The Council is Labour-
controlied).

Wapping demonsrations is
starving other London
areas of officers.

“The tact that 1,000 officers
are regalarly needed  at
Wapping mcans that there
arc E»\u avatlable to be
deployed clsewhere,” saind
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Mob in orgy of destruction at Thetford TNT -

Depot recovering
after ug

LIFE 8l Thattord's TNTY
ansport depot rstumed o
Nermal this waeek just
days sfter 200 dawn ralders
smiashad windows and bumt
newapapars In an orgy of
destruotion,

The yard's general manager
Andraw Tumer told the Times:
"Work continued as normal on
the Friday, and now we are
Gpeiating at full throttie very
sucosssfully again.”

But TNT < one of Britain's big-
gest ransport fl'ma — say they
are 1o install new security
measures. :

This Sunday the firm opens its
doors for a family day,

“We are not expect-
ing any trouble at all,”
added Mr Tumer,

That will be in sharp
conirast to svents on
Friday night.

Then vandals caused

T'hettford 'ime

an estimated £10,000
damage to the Howletts
Way depot, in the early
hours.

Police say that more
than 200 people

converged on the depot -

at 2.30 am, tearing
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down a perimeter fence
and attacking TNT
iorries and the
employees’ parked cars
with bricks and stones.

The main office dlock
was attacked with
Flares, but these did
not cause any fire
damage. Newspapers
were removed from
some of the lorries
parked on the forecourt
and set on fire.

The attack lasted
about an hour. Hall a
dozen officers from
Thetford police station
rushed to the scene.
Reinforcements from
the Dereham sub-divi-
sion were called for,
but by the time they
arrived the vandals had
dispersed. Police say
that no one was
arrested.

Nighshift workers
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The line of damaged cars after the disturbance at the Thetford TNT depot last week.

Step up in securit

sacurity measures would be taken.
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MP queries |
police action §

AN MP is questioning police
handling of Friday’'s mob attack at
TNT.

South-West Norfolk MP Sir Paul
Hawkins is to contact the Home
Office and Norfolk’s Chief Constable.

He wants to know WHY no one
was arrested during the disturb-
ance. WHY Sutfolk police were not
asked to send reinforcements. @
HOW 200 people could gather at
Thetford, apparently without being
spotted.

Chief Inspector Peter Barnes
replied to the MP’s criticism by say-
ing the location of the Thetford
depot was ideal for the sort of well-
organised and planned attack
carried out.

No arrests were made because it 2
would have meant some of the few
police officers at the scene would
have been forced to leave, he said.
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inside the depotl found
themselves besieged

TNT's managing director, Mr Alan
Jones, condemned the action of
the mob of 200 people who

“I am very concerned for the
safety of my staff, that Is why we

newspapers and my siaff say they
are not intimidated or deterred. In

insp. Roy Wright,
sald that the vandals
had been in “an ugly
mood™ and clearly’
intent on causing
damage.

Both print unions, the
National Graphical
Associstion and Sogat,
said that as far as they
were aware, none of
their branch members
was involved.

converged on the plant causing
£10,000 damage.

“It was disgraceful, and hope-
fully these criminals will be
brought to justice," he said.

Mr Jones saeid that as a result
of the attack, razor wire would be
put around the perimeter fence,
guard dogs would patrol the
premises at night, and other

will be stepping up security to
repel these vandals,” he said.

Mr Jones praised the attitude of
his stafl, more than 30 of whom
braved the assault on Friday
moming.

“Our staff did a magnificent job.
They delivered newspapers using
vehicles with broken window
screens. Using a patched up teet,
we managed to deliver all the

fact they are more deiermined to
carry on with their job.”

Mr Jones said that the Wapping
News International dispute was
the motive for the attack. “The
attack is obviously connected with
the print dizspute at Wapping, but
we are not connected with that. It
is not our quarrel. We are a
delivery company handling legiti-
mate work, which is the {ranspor-
tation and delivery of newspapers.”

Militant

|

SOGAT casuals to down Fleet Street.

from the Guardian, lst August

The High Court yesterday
banned the NGA and 5Sogat
print unions from attempting
to blockade News Internation:-
al’'s Wapping plant. In east
L.ondon. 1t said the number of
demonstrators on roads outside
the plant should be restricted
to six.

However. to the evident
relief of the strikers, My Jus-
tice Stuart-Smith has allowed
the unions to continue regular
marches and processions out-
side the plant if the demon-
strators congregated in 2
square opposite the main exit
at the end of them.

The ordehs also applv to threno
London Sogat officials — Mr
Chris Robbins, Mr Bill Iree.
man and Mr Michael Britton.
They face contempt fines if
they now organise mairches
and fail to take practical steps
to prevent violence and intimi-
dation on theni.

Mr Robbins said after the
case : “The judge has stopped
us from creating the conditions
that lead to violence, but we
have been trying to do that in
any case for the past six
months.”

Moming Star Industrial Staft

PRINT UNIONS SOGAT 82 and
the NGA yesterday gave under-
takings in the High Court that
they would not assist in dis-
ruption at transport depots dis-

tributing Murdoch’s news-
papers. )
The und ings were given

to TNT Freight (UK), which
took the unions to court follow-
ing distrurbances at their
depots at Eastleigh, Hampshire
and Thetford, Norfolk.

Both unions agreed not to
assist, persuade or encourage
their officers, members or
agents to carry out acts of vio-
lence (to persoms or property)
or intimidate or abuse the
company or its employees or
directors.
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Picket n0.22

Wednesday afternoon, 30th July, march

Friday, 8th August, 1986

Fifteen hundred or so strikers and supporters began a march to Wapping starting near the 01ld
Times building. Here the march filled Gray's Inn Rd for quite a while to yell at the strike-
breakers. The demonstration proceeded to Holborn and then passed the Law Courts to Fleet St
to remind other printworkers of the strike. A number came out to cheer the march which pro-
ceeded in no rush at all, arriving at Wapping three and a half hours after starting.

Later, in the evening, about 50 pickets gathered ad-hoc to march from Wapping to Tower
Hill for the evening march, being hassled by the bosses hired thugs all the way trying to
get the marchers off the street. Arrived to cheers of those assembled.

Wednesday evening, 30th July

Five to six hundred marched from Tower Hill to Wapping. About 10.30pm the marchers split
into two groups. One group made its way to Virginia St to voice its distaste at the scabs
inside and outside the scab newspaper plant. The other group of approximately 200 pickets
started to march back along The Highway towards Tower Hill. They then turned right into the
Minories then right again into Prescott St and left into Mansell St. The march stopped here
content at delaying the traffic and a double-decker bus. However it was then decided that
more worthwhile targets passed through Aldgate, a mere 300 yards away.

The march again moved off. About 100 marchers were left by the time it reached Aldgate
with approximately 50 police arriving on the scene trying to push the marchers onto the
footpath in Braham St. The time was now llpm. Within seconds a scab lorry appeared and was
held up in the traffic. The marchers lost no time in swarming into the road to communicate
properly with the scab duo. The scab lorry kept inching forward being encouraged by the po-
lice, "Don't stop, drive straight through them" with much waving of their arm's (as coppers

O'hl'd rather be a PICKET than a SCAB,
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IR We tan ollr 8 e wisution ol threa/Tour volour enamel badyes
(e washisdd 20 the sodours wont run), Wesr them in the bath and
prove I low younsslill

Our sl has gainad & sputation regarding it honesty, integrity and
valus Tor maney, But disregard this snd come slong snyway,

Do not confum our snporium with similar but tarty and ramshack le
tally made up of paste tables! These blackguards usually trade under
the title of Strikegraphics, Beware, these coves only produce incredibly
cheap and mankey Ua badges which quickly rust when in contact
with inomiure,

THEY SAID IT COULDN'T BE DONE!!
YES FOLKS THE RETURN OF THE FAMOUS

WAPPING ROCK!!

commemorating the Women’s March
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Thank you for your recent letter to the Prime Minister sbout police operations
at the News loternstional plant, Wapping.

The role of the police in policing this, or sny other fodustrial dispute,

ie one of neutrality as regards the parties lovolved and It 1s oot the cuse

that they are taking the side of the managesment of News lnternstional in this
particular dlspute. The duty of the police ia situations of this kind is to
presarve the peace, to prevant or deal vwith the coamission of criminal of fences
snd to ensure the free passage of the highway. As some descostrators at Napping
have attempted to prevent newspaper distribution by blocking the road, have
resorted to the vase of vivlence and on occasion have caused demaye to local
propecty, the police have a clear responsibility to ensure that these activities
are brought under control: it e, of course, for the Commisslioner to declide

on the tactice used to achieve these objectives. As a result, the police will

be seen by some parties Lo the dispute as being blased in favour of News Joterunational
asoagesent. But this 1s not the case.

You expressed parcticular concern sbout the use of officers in protective clothing.
The Comalseioner has made It clear thet on mo occasion are police officers

8t Wapping deployed in protective clothing or on horseback in order to provoke

or lotialdate demonstrators. Such officers sre deployed only when the operational
need for them has become clear. There have been a number of occasions vhen
police officers huve been violently attacked, the Jdemonstracion on ) May beling
the most serious exaomple. From the miseiles collected on that and previous
occasions At 1s clear that some demonstrators have come to Wapplang intent

on violence. A total of 340 police officers have 20 far been injured, some
seriously. Against this background the Commissioner ts prepared to take all
necessary oteps to prevent his officers belog the subject of avoldeble injury.

You suggested Lo your letter that on some occasions police officers had used
excessiva violence againet demonstratores. The Coamissfoner has said that it

ls his policy that his officers should carry out thelr duties with the aintfous
samcunt of force required to schieve their objectives., It 1o open to snyone.

vho conesiders that » police oflficer has used excessive force, or has otherwise
behaved improperly, to make a formal complaint under the statutory complaints
procedure. This procedure snsures that all such complaints sre fully and falrly
investigated and subject to independent scrutiny by the Police Complainta
Authority and, aw neceseary, the Director of Public Prosecutions.

The Hone Secretary, of courss, understands the concern felt by peaceful demonstrators
who may not slvays be avare of the exteant of the violence vhich has led to

an incressed police response. And while 1t 1s not for Ministers to comment

on the issues which have given rise to this dispute, vhataver the conduct

of the Newvs ITuternational manayement has been it does not justify the violeace

and disorder which has occured at Wapping, vhich all ressonabdle people must

surcly deplore. Violence of this kind cannut be excused, vhatever the streagth

of feeling of those fnvolved and, as some of the trade union leaders have

recugnised, It does oothing to further the cause of thoee trede uniocaliste

iovolved In the dispute.

b S i RN e WEPRE TSN \ & often do!) Despite the marchers' efforts and with the help of Murdoch's infantry the scabs
SUOEINGRET U piShEN RN A0 het, AR AT ¢ x4 made good their escape. The police were proud of what they had done, and whilst relaxing and
He's only a poor little scabble, rather be a picket than a scab! »' i\ Al Y A 1D O\ ‘ =S . ‘ - : - : et t s
He's face is ail tattered and torn, :wwnxéx$g~&wt\ - - e patting backs and busily shaking hands, we, the marchers were busily shaking the window
And hn makesme fesl sick, And the COPPERS are the biggest SCABS of alll 3 ""j‘;'-“"[{“ )Md\‘y‘v}. grills of a scab coach 20 yards further on. . ;
et b Tl Rk " Ff{“”wxﬂi‘,' 'his really upset the law and they waded into us quite hard. However the scabs remained
And now he don't scab any more. The coppers are the biggest, coppers are the biggest, W ‘Y; -""'.m ‘3:5-'.'3'“"".-; AW ' : . e . =
Coppars are the biggest scabs of all. "ﬁﬂjﬁwﬁ*ﬂﬂ'v B 0 O A Bt B P Al bowes . our captives for a good 2 minutes, and frightened scab faces could be seen cowering through

the windows, before drawing their curtains for the night. Again, the police spoke the same
words, "Don't stop, drive straight through them" and with their help the scabs scurried away
along their well worn Rat Run. Two arrests had been made. With the large police presence the
marchers left at 11.10pm, content in what they felt was a reasonable night's work.

Thursday, 31st July, Thetford

from Friday's Evening Standard, "A newspaper distribution base handling Bupert ﬂurdoch's
papers was attacked early today by a crowd of more than 200 ... threw bricks and stones,
causing more than £10,000 of damage to the base in Thetford, Norfolk ... A dozen workers'
cars and 15 delivery vans were damaged during an hour of mayhem in which attackers.llt
fires outside the depot and aimed flares at an office block. The crowd fled as police ar-
rived but not before breaching the fence around the depot in two places. Inside the
grounds attackers damaged vans and set fire to bundles of papers. No arrests were made."

Saturday, 2nd August, Wapping

Six thousand attended including the big women's march. As the march passed Wapping it was
halted about 150 yards away from a double police line with horse backup blocking Tbe High-
way. Several hundred pickets moved up to the line ready to continue the march despite the
lack of a clear plan. Marching incircles is not an alternative. This was the crucial time.
In the event guess who moved 1n to drive away pickets with a speech. Speeches were begun

in The Highway so the Socialists could fill the columns of their newspapers. Very well con-
trolled. A large section of the demo reversed itself and marched back towards chk wbs FUDrT
ther down The Highway a good number of pickets had made their way to various ex1? routes
used by scabs. Numbers were up on this march but pickets are left to themselves if they
want to picket not protest. Later some made it to Commercial Rd and Cannon St Bd where a
juggernaut was caught. It almost ran Murdoch's police transit off the road trying to escape.
He must have had a cold drive to somewhere all his windows were missing. The small crowd
that challenged the filth when they arrived in force made them retreat this time.

Sunday, 3rd August, Tudor St

In the early hours of Sunday a white mouse cruises slowly past the Mail building to deli-
ver scab papers to Clan House Znd Floor. The only challenge they got was one lone suppor-
ter. Apparently this is a regular drop but times may vary. Honest Mail workers band to-
gether. If you allow it on your doorstep it is inside too.

Tuesday, 5th Ausust, march

The 68th march to Wapping. We arrived at Gray's Inn Road around 12.45. The crowd was impres-
sive. Picket was assembled outside the Times building and during this time managed to put a
few scabs off their lunch to say the least. Also one scab who had only been there a day and
a half decided to pack it in and joined the picket line.

We were eventually moved to the other side of the road. The crowds were growing by the
minute, both pickets and spectators. Word was passed around that we were marching to Wapping.
At 2.05 a Sogat banner appeared to loud applause and traffic came to a standstill. Police
seized the panner but returned it. They were going crazy radioing for assistance as pickets
blocked the road and pavements. One picket spotted a scab mingling amongst us trying desper-
ately to worm his way back into his hole. :

Within seconds he was surrounded and boy did we give it to him! We marched from Gray's




Inn Rd through Holborn chanting and singing. Children lined the pavements handing out leaf-
lets. We had a warm welcome along Fleet St as onlookers and supporters applauded us on our

way. A cheery wave to our colleagues on Bouverie St was in order. All in all a good day,
and now 3-500 marched out to Wapping, where else.

Wednesday evening, 6th August, Wapping

The 196th day of the strike. About 6-700 pickets marched and rallied. The fortitude, perse-
verence, bravery, stubbornness, patience and will to win of the strikers was in evidence.
Pickets have excellent morale despite the large police presence and other problems.

Letter from a picket

You really are not doing much standing in Wellclose, organise a march, stay peacefully if

you must, but at least do something other than stand in one spot. The police love that,
easy to contain.

Notes:

@ Special scab awards to Kinnock and Livingstone for having articles in the Sunday Times.
e August 10th, Brands Hatch, there is a Sun Free Motor Race Day.
e¢ The FT does not and has never used Bemrose pre-prints. That leaves the Express and Mail.

¢ The London Machine Branch has called off the picket of Bemrose, even though they say it is
only temporary, while tactics are reviewed. The truth is plain to see, having made the op-
portunity to extend the blacking campaign, they do not have the courage to carry it through
and black all Bemrose products being used in Fleet St. From the outset of this lock-out the
need to enforce the blacking campaign has been one of the major failures. Murdoch could not
get a paper out without the support and connivence of Fleet St and that is the thistle that
they are not prepared to grasp. For the last eight weeks members of the Casual Chapel have
carried out most of this picket. Three principled workers were sacked for refusing to cross.
¢ Excerpt from a letter, "last night (23rd) ... the 10-or-so of us from Bristol made a de-
tour to the 0ld Sodbury TNT depot on the way back to see if there was anything going on
there, which there wasn't; no picket of any kind and no lorries came our way."

e¢ Wapping scab, Richard Goggin, The White Heart, Kneller Rd, Whitton, Middlesex.

¢ Were two scab Yates vans seen picking up at the Express?

¢ Judas and Scab were two of the words noted by the scabs in blue when mortally offended
complainants told them that they were deeply offended and intimidated by these honest and
accurate descriptions given by pickets at Wapping this week.

¢ Recipe for picketing: Add 99% boredom to 1% Russian Roulette, mix and stir well.

e Rumours are the work of the Company. Rumours are not fact.

¢ The courts are used to get the trade union leaders to police the ranks.

¢ The shops at Snodland are refusing to take papers from Murdoch due to picketing.

~(SNEWS INTERNATIONAL : NEWS INTERNATIONAL
&\,}%w,\Mng March to Wapping, 12 noon Residents March, .
jfi: ) (Lw Thursday, August l4th All pickets welcome

9pm from Glamis Rd
Saturday, 9th August
—
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Southampton scabs: Mick, Neil, Paul, Bill & Anne Scanlon, 244 Bridge Rd, Burlsedon; Nigel Dib-
den, 377 Butts Rd, Sholing; Zollie & Tony Gregan, 34 Lilac Rd, Swaythling; M. Mongan, 34 Men-
zies Cl, Lordshill, 737800; Nigel Alderslade, 55 Admirals Rd, Lock's Heath; Stephen Bingley,
261 Bridge Rd, Lwr Swanwick; Stephen Cole, 40 Fisher's Rd, Eling; Alan McCann, 35 Painswick
Cl, Sarisbury Grn; Steven Seaman, 40 Cheviot Rd, Millbrook, 770468; Robert Paul, 85 Tangmere
Dr, Lordshill, 734445; Geoff Clark, 41 Barnfield Cr, Calmore, 868558; Tony Atkinson, 19 Thorn-
hill Pk Rd, Thornhill, 462965; Roy Wallace, 16 Brading Cl, Bassett Grn; Arthur Osbourne, 17
Cromarty Rd, Lordshill; Vic Booth, 31 BlueBell Rd, Bassett; Barry Moth, 493 Hinkler Rd, Thorn-
hill; Joe Glover, 48 Burghclere Rd, Weston, 449190; Maurice Newman, 47 Chesil Ave, Bitterne;
Barry Burton, 88 Swift Rd, Woolston, 442733; Stanley Dodds, 3 Broadway Pk, Stevenson's C1,
Wimborne, Dorset, 885399; Ian licRoberts, 30 Methuen Rd, Bournemouth, 020224758; Peter Grif-
fiths, 79 Abshott Rd, Titchfield, Hants, 84984; Gary Rockett, 11 Birch Cl, Shirley Warren;
Mickey Street, 42 Gordon Ave, Portswood, 552437; Gerry Swartz, 40 Taranto Rd, Lordswood,
789827; Alan Teare, 32 Menzies Cl, Rownhams, 734897; Rod "Squeak" Steel, 8 Lawson Cl, Swan-
wick, Lock's Heath 5938; Ross Blackwood, 2 Valerian Rd, Hedge End, Botley 4910; Jack Brown,
101 Bramley Cr, Sholing; Bill Cruse, 40 Churchview Cl, Southampton; Stewart Buchanan, 32 Mil-
bury Cr, Bitterne, 445787; Neil Johnstone, 217 Kingsclere Ave, Weston, 438500; Garry Rogers,
180 Kathleen Rd, Sholing; Mick Lowman, 11 Havensstone Way, Swaythling 581853; Tony Cutler,
Houseboat, Moody's Boatyard, Bursledon; Michael Staunton, 346 Bitterne Rd, Southampton, 441062;
John Kehoe, 4 Crawte Ave, Fawley; Dave Small, 3 Longmore Cr, Sholing, 432029; Kenny Mathers,
254 Bridge Rd, Lwr Swanwick, Lock's Heath 2196; Mo Dryer & Mick Halliday, 242 Dridge Rd, Burs-
ledon; Anna French, French's Grocery Store, Bridge Rd, Lwr Swanwick, Lock's Heath 3170; Alan
Bevan, 35 Winnards Pk, Sarisbury Grn, Lock's Heath 3648; Gary Morgan, 6 Westbrook Way, Sway-
thling; David Pink, 22 Osborne Rd, Warsash; David McIntosh, 47 Arnheim Rd, Lordswood, 769037;
Robert Avery 25: Woodpecker Way, Eastleigh; Colin Smith, 64 Diamond Rd, Bitterne Pk; David
Hollins, 9 Outer Circle, Coxford; Stephen Middleton, 8 Rosoman Rd, Sholing; Riccardo Woodier,
99 Havre Tower, International Way, Weston; Graham Easson, Wyndham Ct, near Southampton Sta-

tion; R Kinch, 9 Nightingale Grove, Shirley; Noel Barrett, 49 Sandringham Rd, Bitterne 582372

Income: £2, 10p, 50p, 50p, 50p pickets; £5, £10 Sogat London Central Branch Officer; £1
Bristol; 50p, 10p Now Publishing; 50p unemployed minder; £1, £1 Sogat Rirma; £1, £5 NGA
minder; £10 Manchester Strike Support Group; £4 NGA comps/badge table; £1 London Green-
peace picket; £5 ST NGA machine; £5 Claimants Action Group Edinburgh.

Holborn Circus

_E from Thavies Inn

Concise written reports, contributions welcome. Published by picketing print union members.
Address: Picket ¢/o Housmans Books, 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 9DX.

25p
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SUNDAY TIMES editor®

Andrew Neil, who daily ex-
pects to be taken upstream to
the Tower of London for
fibbing about the Queen, is
also in hot water with the
leader of Her. Majesty’s
opposition.

A furious Neil Kinnock has
demanded an apology from Neil
because he says. the Sunday
Times published his views on
sanctions against South Africa
— and deliberately made it look
as though the Labour leader had
written an article for the Wap-
ping paper.

In fact, Mr Kinnock’s views
had been taken from a speech he
made to the Royal Common-
wealth Society the Wednesday
before. The Sunday Times prin-
ted a carefully edited version of
the speech underneath a photo-
graph with the words *Neil
Kinnock below expresses his
views on South Africa".

Mr Kinnock has in fact been
outspokenly critical about Mur-
doch’s sacking of the printwor-
kers — and led the applause at
Sogat’s annual conference
against “‘the scabs working for
Murdoch’s papers™.

Mr Kinnock's office has writ-
ten to Andrew Neil demanding
an apology and pointing out that
if indeed they wished to present
the speech as an article written

Telegraph

The Daily Telegraph is still
pursuing its Dockland dream
even though the cost of it finally
broke the ownership of Lord
Hartwell and the Berry family.
The new proprietor, Conrad
Black, the right-wing Canadian
businessman, intends to see it
through next year. Over £100
million has been allocated for the
Isle of Dogs site and another
printing works in Manchester
using Web offset. The company
is “‘contemplating™ direct input.

Redundancies from a work-
force of 3,300 are proceeding
daily — 50 per cent of composing
room staff have alrcady gone.
About 30 press men are now
training on the Isle of Dogs. The
foundry is being cut from around
96 to 16, Sogat machine room
strength is to drop from 550 to
150. Ironically, while shedding
staff and retraining compositors
the Telegraph has had to employ
sacked News International com-
positors on a casual basis. The
redundancy budget is £40 million
and severances of up to £45,000
are being paid.

The Daily Telegraph has set up
a single-bargaining unit through
a federated structure, linking
Sogat, NGA and AEU. It is
understood that the newspaper's
management has dropped the
threatened demands for legally
binding arbitration.

Guardian

The Guardian, normally strap-
ped for cash, has been inspired to
go for the docks by its windfall in
the Reuters share bonanza, esti-
mated at £40 million. It is now
hoping to make the move by next
autumn, shcdding 200 of 1.0(0)
staff along the way. The journal-
ists will stay in Farringdon Road.
The Guardian hopes to complete
the conversion to computer type-
setting by carly next year and has
“an agrcement in principle” with
the NGA on direct inputting.

In the wake of Wapping, both
the Guardian and the Telegraph
have shown uncharacteristic

WAPPING

just for them a genc “ous payment
would be expected.

“The letter said, tongue in
cheek, that if Mr Neil would like
to make amends by sending a
payment, we would make sure it
sould go to the appropriate body
— the printworkers,” said Mr
Kinnock's secretary.

It was The Sundav Times third
disastrous mistake in three weeks
— first it had to pay out £100.000
to Control Risk Ltd. then ended
up with royal egg on its face over
its hyped-up Palace report.

Little wonder the plummeting
“quality™ (circulation now down
to 1962 levels) is being called The
Blunderer.

s aa e

A SIMILAR promise does not
secem to be forthcoming from
ex-prime minister Jim Callaghan,
whose immortal quote, “Crisis.
what Crisis?" revealed his total
lack of awareness of the winter of
discontent in 1978/79.

Reliable sources tell us that
Sunny Jim has indeed sold his
memoirs to the Sunday Times.

A spokesman for the Labour
Party said he had no comment to
make. Mr Callaghan's secretary
was unavailable for comment,

A case of *“Pninters. what
Printers™?

toughness in their approach to
the unions: the Guardian man-
agement publicly applauded
News International’s flight to
Wapping. Both newspapers,
however, scem to have been
more flexible in recent weeks.
For example, like the Telegraph,
the Guardian has apparently
dropped its initial attachment to
legally binding agreements.

The Daily Mail has also acc-
elerated its move. Originally its
proprictor, Lord Rothermere,
planned a Icisurcly departure to
the docks by 1988. Eddy Shah's
Today and Wapping made the
difference. The Mail's cloak-
and-dagger bid to grab Today
failed: had they succeeded in
acquiring the sought-after colour
presses this would have transfor-
med the position. All hell may
have broken loose.

Associated Newspapers,
which owns the Daily Mail and
Mail on Sunday plus regional
printing, says it is ready to spend
over £100 million on the move.
Mr. E.J. Winnington-Ingram,
group finance director of Asso-
ciated Newspapers, stated publi-
cly to FoCs that if Rothermere
did a Murdoch he would quit.

With group profits of over £20
million a year Associated had no
difficulty raising the moncy for
the move. It has plans for direct
input — and sizcable cuts in the
newspaper’'s 3,500 staff. Up to a
third of the machine and publish-
ing staff will be asked to leave.
Redundancy terms are one ycar's
pay plus a weck for cvery year of
service,

Observer

The Observer, under the bewild-
cring owncrship of Lonrho's
Tiny Rowlands, has revealed
slightly more of its hand by the
purchase of Today. Shah is on
the way out. The colour presses
and the regional print facility are
Tiny's prize.

The Observer has had com-
puter sctting since 1980. But

=147~

BINGO! Sogat and NGA pickets
interrupted the filming of a new
Sun TV Commercial being filmed
in Wandsworth. Every scene
contained a ‘‘Don’t Buy’’ banner.

The sharp-eyed director tried
hiding the banners using hun-
dreds of brightly coloured bal-
loons. All to no avail, because the
sound crew were picking up ‘“The
Sun is losing readers, every single
day.”

After three hours of disruption
and 60 disastrous takes, Inspector
Plod was called in. He threatened
the arrest of the pickets because
the film crew ‘‘are threatening
you with physical violence”’.

“Well, why don’t you arrest
them?’’ came the reply. Plod
again threatened arrest, and
when asked what for he said: “‘I’ll
think of something”’.

The pickets, having had their
fun wasting a lot of Murdoch time
and even more money, peacefully
dispersed and left the hassled film
crew alone.

The same film crew hit trouble
earlier in another Sun-free zone,
Hackney, where the local council
refused them permission to film.
The Sun is banned because of the
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Wapping dispute.

CID MEN IN
GATECRASH

AN UNPLEASANT incident occurred to mar
Wapping Royal Wedding Day when a couple
of plain-clothes police gatecrashers, including
Det. Sgt. Theadgold, right, a former Evening
News van boy, mingled among the marchers at
Tower Hill between 8.15pm and 8.30pm.

They were asked who they were and why
they were on the march. Photographs were
taken and a few tussles ensued. Things became
pretty tense until they were moved on. The
happy atmosphere had been broken, however,
and more tussles broke out as police became
violent and the crowd responded in similar
vein. Then fights broke out all over the place.
One of the police land rovers nearly got turned
over but drove off just in time. The march
proceeded. There were two arrests of march-
ers. No police officers were arrested.

none of the newspaper’s 600 stal|
are resting casy. Dircctinput and
contract printing could cut stalf
even further,

Mcanwhile, the journalists are
growing restive over the expiry ol
the Observer's lease on its Black-
friars home. They fear they will

wake up on day to find themsel-

ves in Battersea, near the dog's
home.

Express

Those addicted to Flcet Street
should pay court to the Express
group, the only one without a
rumoured riverside plan. In-
deed, its chief exccutive, Roger
Bowes, i§ on record as being
sceptical about the cost benclits
of new technology. On the other
hand, United Newspapers,
which wrenched control of the
Express from Lord Matthews last
year, is firmly commitied to a
more streamlined operation.

The Express group is going
over to full computer typesetting
and has almost completed a £60)
million redundancy exercise. cut-
ting its 7.000 waorkforce by
almost a third. If Murdoch were
to match this with comparable
terms for workers displaced by
Wapping the News International
bill would be over £120 million.

All the redundancy com-
parisons point up the miserliness
of Murdoch’s offers to workers
who have racked up huge profits
on his behall over the years. But
redundancics do not deal with
the issuc of jobs. For all workers
who want to stay in the news-
paper industry, there is a
message that now extends way
beyond Wapping — organise and
fight.

PIRATE station, Radio Wap-
ping:had its own coup on the day
of the royal wedding.

It broke through LBC's
97.3Mz frequency just as the
commentator was saying: “The
Archbishop of Canterbury is now
kneceling before ...

On came one of the printer’s
favourite marchings songs to the
tunc of Pack up your Troubles:
“If you think Rupert Murdoch is
an old shitbag, then smile, smile
smile™.

Transmission went on for 30
minutes, much to the delight of
thousands of I ondonders in East
and north-cast London.

British Telecom engincers and
police radio experts scoured the
East End in vain.

THE unwanted *Extras" . . . Sogat demonstrators steal the limelight on location

¢ R s




from Resident's Group leaflet

August 1986 at 9.30pm by the
Wapping lane and Pennington Street E.l.

Marched into and surrounded a group of
who wished to deliver a letter to Rupert

On Saturday 9th
corner of
The Police
residents

=748

Morning Star

PRINT trade unionists Megan Dobney and Peter
Lake. stood firm in the High Court yesterday,
refusing to promise to refrain from offences which

-149-
Court case

M3Iildtant

AT LUNCHTIME on 13
August two police officers ar-

had not actually been delivered to
Peter. The police did not give any
details of charges or particulars of

shred of evidence that Peter Jarvis the nolice want 1o have further in-
has been responsible for actions in terviews and investigations.

v S ails any way unlawful. His friendsand W orkers will have 1o be vigilant 1o
Murdock, calling on him to settle the News & they deny committing. 2 :i‘s'edu::‘t’l:’;hggx ‘::: :):'r'::; ‘their investigation, although they  associates in the movement believe ensure that the police and h%urdoch
International dispute by reinstating the : i Road/ haulage firm TNT' By ISOLDA McNEILL Militant supporter, and arrested Tcntioned “‘criminal damage™  his arrest is due entirely to his are not able 1o pin charges on a
Printworkers and restoring full trade wunion ; e had hguled five printworkers and Mr. Blackma him and his bal')y daughter done to property in Norfolk and political views, well known among ,nion activist picked out solely for
rights. i & - into eourt seeking an injunc- tice Hoi!m:n thatntl::;dwh::é ':i's'é , that Peter had been identified bya  print trade union members. his political sympathies.

The Police

* Beat down two residents.

ettt

tio:}. preventing them “incit-
ing” or “participating” in
pl:kets involving “unlawful
acts.”

TNT depots distributing scab

prepared to offer a similar
undertaki

But Ms.ngobney and Mr. Lake
fought on, refusing invitations
to join their fellow defendants
who had the quest for an in-

who he was minding at the
time. Peter was held in custody
for ten hours. This was an act
of gross political victimisation.

TNT, the firm used by Murdoch

INT employee from photographs,
supplied by TNT. This firm
employs private detectives, who are
involved in ‘finding evidence’
against those with whom it is in

Even though the witness had
seen the photograph of Peter, the
police still tried to hold an indenti-
ty parade. However, Peter and his
solicitor objected strongly when it

R papers printed by R . . : ; i
* Arrested two supporters. 2 ”fﬁ* doch's Isem Inte)l"na:‘ig:ex?l g‘.‘:,r. ‘unction against them dropped _for his scqbbmg operation, have dispute. became clear that all the others on
% : R afcome‘ at foc\is for picketing b u{; d§m3 n;‘hlch accepted the issued a writ demanding an injunc- D d | the parade were of a different dress
* Terrorised a local mother aand her R € printworkers Mr. Murdoc . - tion naming Peter and five other : id. :
i TN | : _ Ot emanda reiease and build. As Peter said, ‘‘I was in
child by trying to . pull the little girl behind o ruthlessly sacked seven months T's allegations ngainst Ms. print union members, restaining

police lines.

* Reduced children, on the resideats
march to tears.

* Tried to break up the march.

Because the residents wanted to march down one of

ago.

Evidence produced to the
court in London yesterday by
TNT alleged that there had been
violent attacks on depots which
“inconvenienced and threatened
to disrupt” TNT's distribution
CARia its lod

av were ed b
TNT's consel which sofxght :ﬁ
implicate the five defindants,
Ms. Dobney, Mr. Lake, Nicholas
Basford, an Blackman and
Peter Jarvis, in this violence.

Dobney related to an incident at
its Bradford depot, and she
faces criminal charges at Brad-
ford Magistrates’ Court arlsing
from this incident.

Her counsel, Beverley Lang,
urged the judge not to pro-
ceed with the hearing against
Ms. Dobney until after the
trial, as it would inevitably
prejudice her position.

The judge did not nccePt Ms.
Lang's argument that “there

them from “‘encouraging’’, *‘par-
ticipating in"" or in any way
“facilitating’* any unlawful gather-
ing outside TNT premises. This in-
junction is being sought in connec-
tion with picketing at a TNT depot
in Thetford in Norfolk, although
Peter ?s never been in Norfolk.

At the time of his arrest, the writ

On hearing of his arrest last
Monday, National Graphical
Association members, Labour Par-
ty members, councillors and MPs
were in immediate touch with the
police, demanding his release.

While supporting to the full his
union's campaign over the Wapp-
ing dispute, there is not the slightest

an old pair of jeans and an old
sweater. All the others had neat
dark trousers and white shirts. |
stood out like a sore thumb''. At
the objections the police abandon-
ed the line-up and, no doubt as a
result of the many protests and
phone-calls they were receiving,
finally agreed to a release on bail.

The 1ssue is not over however,

: . R s Is a widespread belief that only

their own streets that the police had designated a ;;EC [MO l ‘nOrii%lj::;:l){‘ TNT allsotwamed :ll:ose who h:\ve done some-

" " : ‘A \2 ction a M = - S e
stexile Arsa #;:80 50 ALes. 40 plain language. % IR STREETS Hicks, but was unable toml!‘: taken against T . YEiitant 29th AUgUSL

This saga of Terror has 1its
policing :

* 0f the British Colonies.

history 1in the

* Ireland.

% 0Of the Miners Communities in the

1984 /85 Strike.
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“MARCH AND RECLAIM YOUR
STREETS

ASSEMBLE AT - 8'30rn  GLAMIS ROAD.

ceed with the case against him
as he is away and could not be
served with a writ.

As the case began yesterday
morning all five defendants
maintained their position of re-
fusing to give an undertaking
not to carry out “unlawful act-
ivities.”

Through their counsel all five
atrenuousl{ ~denied the alleg-
ations against them,

“As a matter of principle {t
is unjust to pluck innocent by-

“Whatever Is sald ‘in this
court wil find s way into the
prosecution’s hands,” Ms. Lang
said, pointing out that Ms.
Dobney could not refute TNT's
allegations without disclosing
every detall of her defence to
the criminal case.

Mr. Justice Hoffman con-
verted the undertaking given
by Mr. Jarvis into an lnfunctlon
g;lnn Ms. Dobney and Mr.

e

FIVE PRINT workers were
in the High Court on 18
August to oppose the gran-
ting of an injunction to
Rupert Murdoch’s scab

limited

undertakings,
basically not to break the
law, whilst making clear that
this was in no way an admis-
sion that they had done so in

WHEN PETER Jarvis was
first arrested, it was in con-
nection with possible
criminal charges, not the
civil action taken by TNT.

delivery firm TNT. The five,
including Militant supporter,
Peter Jarvis, are accused of
involviment in attacks on

the past.

The barrister for the other
two pressed on to the bitter
end but the judge ruled

However, he has now receiv-
ed a letter from the police to
inform him that *'...as
result of further inquiries in-

criminal act. Peter Jarvis
and ull those who rallied in
support of him have been
vindicated. The suspicion re-
mains that the police, on the
basis of un approach by
TNT, arrested a union ac-
tivist, and his three-year-old
daughter, before they had

Considerabl nNp e : : . :
It 1is the police " Only Doing Their Job " for our ALL RESIDENTS, WORKERS, T.Us & COMMUITY standers off the street, serve the orizln:l ‘)."’:;:m:e:m::;: INT depots in Maidstone, against them and awarded to the matter that resulted in  any evidence, because of his
bosses, our answer should be to go on fighting for GROUPS UNITE. writs on them and deman® un- it restrained them from assault- Luton, Bradiord, TNT the injunction. your attendance at the City  involvement in the dispute.

our rights and
Roadblocks ".

challenging

police Rules and

dertaklng" was how defence
counsel Tim Kerr put the case

ing the plaintiffs, damagin
thelr property or goods, threa

Southampton and Thetford.
Fhis civil action was mere-

National strike

Road police station, Lon-
don, on 12.8.86...n0 fur-

Had there not been such an

immediate angry response

RE Cl toBtzx: .’,"{’,f: hearing got under- ::l"o ' ¥R 00 6 Inctiing Sthem ly the first shot in a legal of- ther action will be taken  from the lubour movement,

They physically beat wus back on the 9th August, 4,M T way, defendant Peter Jarvis “I want to make it as clear fensive, not a trial of in- Peter Jarvis thanked those against you in this matter.””  criminal proceedings might

but they did not destroy our dignity or our March ”E Sr offered an undertaking through as I can that I make no finding nocence or guilt, They were who attended the lobby of This confirms that there  well not have been dropped.
- we will breach their " No GO " areas and REE {‘:;f:‘;“:‘c’;' not to commit un- whatsoever that any of the de- asked to give undertakings to the High Court and Old was no evidence of any

Murdoch”™s Fortress Wapping - Join Us !
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Following the lunch-time re-
cess, counsel for Mr Basford

Wapping Post

TNT followed News Internation-
al’s lead last week with injun-
ctions to limit the picketing at its
depots. TNT, which is partly
owned by Rupert’ Murdoch,

London Region NGA, Mike

fendants have done anything
wrong,” the judge stressed as
he granted the injunction.

nonetheless gave undertakings
not to commit acts which, in any
case, they denied committing.
Peter Lake, accused of tres-
pass and damage to a car at

manager mentioned a charge of

TNT not 1o do a whole hst
of things which would have
made it virtually impossible
for them o continue activi-
ty in the dispute.

All oppused TNT's ap-
plication. But it quickly
became obvious that the
judge was going to come
down in the company’s
favour. Three of the printers
therefore offered alternative,

Street  police station the
previous Friday.

He explained why he had
given an undertaking whilst
protesting his innocence.

““This is an attempt to in-
timidate leading activists
after print union leaders
have backed down in the
face of legal action,”” he
said.

“The way to win this

strike is for the print union
lcaders to campaign for a
strike of Fleet Street workers
leading to a national print
strike.

““If that was being done
we could realistically be
demanding action from the
TUC and win solidarity ac-
tion by printers making ap-
peals to the rank and file

even if the leaders refuse (o
support us.

““It 1s that campaign for
mass action which we have
(o put our energies into 1o
stop Murdoch and detend
unionism in the print.”’

By lan llett

Morning Star 12th September

A HIGH COURT judge yesterday barred print
union leader Mike Hicks from defending himself
against allegations of criminal activity made by
road haulage company TNT.

“The function of this court

make a statement to the

Mr. Justice Knox accepted

P {3l | WeY 3 : o 1L brought its action against six TNT’s Thetford depot, produced : . i McN

| - v #\le g\\.\\g\“:‘{‘?,.."_ a , "Thetruth? - B London printworkers — Nich-  proof to show he was at the time g&rdtlﬁg:tmmﬁg:lal}:smesﬁ By SOLDA ELL

- ' ) AT ‘\‘\‘}\‘ et N He couldnt give & olas Basford and Sean Blackman in London with a friend, and later replied Mr pJustice Knloumx tfo Was on the basis that he denied
g '+ A% e ,'x\ Lk, i il el A XXXN % Koy of the Sogat Clerical Branch, at home with his wife and son. An SOGAT ‘89 executive mem- Pe€ing engaged in any unlawful
D """’" A gl 7 e Y Megan Dobney and Peter Jarvix,  affadavit from the TNTs security ber Mr. Hicks' request to 2CtVvity.

®
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Hicks of Sogat Central Branch,
and Peter Lake from the Sogat
Machine Branch.

Before hearing the defence,
the judge, Mr Justice Hoffman,
expressed surprise at the wide-
ranging terms the injunction
sought — that the six be res-
trained from organising or
participating in demonstrations,
pickets, marches, assemblies or
other gatherings which involve
unlawful actas at or near the
premises of TNT or elsewhere.

He asked TNT's barrister what

actual bodily harm against Peter
Lake —but ommitted to mention
that he has been acquitted of this
charge.

Ms Beverley Lang, barrister
for Megan Dobney and Peter
Lake, had earlier applied for Ms
Dobney's case to be adjourned.
““Megan Dobney is awaiting trial
on a charge of criminal damage,
which she is strenuously denying,
arising from a demonstration at
Bradford's TNT depot. The only
allegations against Ms Dobney in

court.

TNT, which delivers News
International's scab news
papers, hauled Mr. Hicks into
court to demand an injunction
restraining him from assault,
trespass, damage and intimida-
tion at TNT depots.

Through his lawyer Mr. Hicks
gave an undertaking that he
would not commit any of these
acts, stressing the undertaking

the undertaking involved “no
admission at all by Mr. Hicks of
any allegations against him,"”
but- refused to allow him to re-
ply to TNT accusations of
illegal activities at TNT depots.

A request by Mr. Hicks' law-
yver John Hendy for a speedy
trial of the matter because of
Mr. Hicks' “desire to clear his
name as soon as possible’” was
rejected by the judge after
opposition by counsel for TNT.

Mr. Hicks expressed his *“‘out
rage” after the hearing at being
refused the opportunity to
defend himself and said his
solicitor would take ali legal

- —— -
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this civil case relate specifically to
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The “FRIE?'lDlY" March

FORTRESS WAPPING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 14th, 1986

Assemble 12 noon, is

THAVIES INN, HOLBORN CIRCUS

(oo L Bk

L SOGAT NGA NUJ AUEW EEPTU

e ——

the position was on unlawful acts
committed by others — some-
thing the injunction as worded
clearly sought to make the defen-
dants responsible for. **Obvious-
ly they can’t be held responsible
for others committing offence’s
admitted the barrister.

Peter Jarvis's barrister
proposed that since Peter Jarvis
had been arrested, but not char-
ged, in rclation to a demonstra-
tion at Thetford, his case should
be put over, and offered an
undertaking not to assault, tres-
pass or intimidate the plaintiffs or
their property. This undertaking
was accepted.

The case then moved on to the
specific allegations against three
other defendants (Mike Hicks
was not dealt with as he was out
of the country and had not been
served with the writ).

Nicholas Basford and Sean

that they were playing football
that night, then went on to a pub
before going home: they had
affidavits from all other team
members verifying this. They

that charge.” She pointed out
that Megan's defence against the
injunction would involve her in
exposing her defence for the
criminal trial, thus prejudicing
her chance of a fair hearing in
Bradford. The judge refused the
application.

By the time the judgemcent was
delivered only Megan Dobney
and Peter Lake had given no
undertaking. The judge said he
was surprised at this. He said that
it was not his function to decide
whether they had committed the
acts claimed by the plaintiffs but
to decide whether or not to grant
an injunction restraining them
from committing any such acts in
future. The granting of an injun-
ction was, he said, a matter of the
“balance of convenience™. Was it
more convenient to TNT to have
an injunction than it was incon-

fendants any serious prejudice in
the meantime? The injunction

restrains them from committing

assaults which they say they have
no intention to do.” he decided.

steps to press for a speedy

trial.

By Patrick Wintour.
Labhour Correspondent

Two print workers were di-
rected vesterday by the Higl
Court to give undertakings not
to assault emplovees or prop-
erty of TNT, the newspaper
distribution firm used by News
International. Three other
print  workers gave simtlar
undertakings voluntarily. None
of the undertakings involved
the print workers in any ad-
nmission that thev had attacked
TNT depots in the past.

The orders were sought by
TNT afler employees claimed

&llgplthll"’il‘ frieads Blackman were accused of att- venient for the gcfcgd'ams to :.;;] O‘lodge;., :ltpl If l-\‘: ftli?:,n ﬁl;ﬁwsppa;gg {
acking cars at a demonstrationat  Nave one against them? Sy 4 |s haslie h‘oon s
Luton. Both offered evidence “Have I caused innocent de- ' . d! . »

Murdech's tactics are IMMORAL

volved in organised assaults on
depots. The photographs were
not taken at the time of the
alleged assaults.
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News Line
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. ‘ .9 4 B ACHINE MANALER S Fifteen local authorities from London to Bradford

i T e . _ '.If ‘ s sy have banned the stockin 24 of Murdoch ' 8 urtles “1n ' the

R . 4 , o1 o 3 o libraries ... Meanwhile amongst Chapels in Fleet St.
.oy » fi why L i i Murdoch's titles continue to be handled in one form
- A e b i e » - . or another. In some cases they are distributed by
sk * | | g - LA Y ' . - our members; our members cut and file the titles for
e | \ ; . reference in libraries; journalists refer to and
4 O, T 00 Yy L ~ ot T quote News International copy which is then set and
~7 W - < 3 Yy . g printed by our members; and from News Agencies copy
R . G | N | B is relayed to Fortress Wapping ... now is the time
. "¥Mjw$M%{w“ ; » ol . - f;'ﬁﬁ ': for you all to act to eliminate this.
g y. - 4 o A 4 (from Clerical chapel leaflet)
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“ l o Saturday night, 9th August, Wapping

% M The residents led off first. A very brave march of 75 was held starting at
it S @ . Glamis Rd and going west to Garnet, then south to come back up north along

; L Wapping Lane, a well-known scab-terror route. At Pennington St the march

attempted to continue east through a police line being reinforced up to
thirty or forty. Only scabs/police have freedom of the Highway in Wapping
and police waded into the pickxets, arresting two or three, punching and
pushing anything in their way, particularly incensing the pickets by mo-
lesting a young child in a pram. The march was driven up to The Highway

Guardian
21lst August

TALKS aimed at resolving the
bitter seven-month News Inter-
national dispute have been
agreed by the print unions and
will take place in the next few
days.

Making this announcement
yesterday, TUC general secre-
tary Norman Willis said the
meeting will be attended by
electricians’ union EETPU and
the four unions in dispute with
NI.

These are print unions
SOGAT °’'82 and NGA, the
National Union of Journalists
and engineering union AEU.

Mr. Willis revealed that the
talks had been arranged
through the EETPU whose
members took on the jobs of
the printworkers sacked by NI
when it moved its printing
operations to Wapping.

Mr. Willis stressed that the
talks will take place without
pre-conditions and had bheen
endorsed hy print union leaders
meeting at Congress House
yesterday.

Earlier yesterday morning
sacked printworkers mounted a
token lohby outside TUC head-
quarters as the TUC general
council met.

The printworkers lobhied
council members, urging them
to support the NGA amendment
calling for the expulsion of the
EETPU which had been sub-
mitted for the forthcoming
TUC congress.

Last week the general pur-
poses committee at its congress
arrangements meeting ruled
this amendment out of order.

The sacked workers empha-
sised to general council mem-
bers that there could be no
acceptable settlement without
jobs and union recognition for
NI's dismissed workforce.

where it continued its way westward being pushed about by ever greater
numbers of bullies in uniform. what motivates this lot is to get paid to
vent their hatred of workers - with impunity - and brass buttons thrown in.

The march continued westward and passed thru - to cheers - a large de-
monstration in the area just past the top of Virginia St where the resi-
dents would attempt to hand in a petition. On being told only a small dele-
gation could approach the gates the petition was set alight in style.

From Tower Hill a large procession of several thousand had marched
slowly to just past the Virginia St entrance to the scab plant. Speeches
were made here in The Highway. Pickets left by the thousand.

But several hundred had made it out to Glamis, through police road
blocks, there to greet a detirmined returning residents march about 1l or
11.30pm. A march began north on Glamis. Just as it got up 75 feet north
on Glamis some scab lorries were making their run past on The Highway. The
march went up to Commercial Rd and then west past Leman St to the round-
about at Aldgate and then went round the roundabout past Commercial St
were most scab traffic passes through all the time.

The march continued round and then east along Commercial Rd. No lorries
were sighted. They had been re-routed up Burdette Rd. At Sutton St a line
of police strikebreakers in the road forced the march south and it re-
turned via Cable St to Wellclose about 1.30am.

Wednesday night, 13th August, Wapping

About 700 marched from Tower Hill. Arrived just before Virginia St where
nolice were prepared to marshall it off Highway. Instead reversed imme-
diately and marched up Dock/Leman St past police station and us to round-
about at Aldgate, around and past Commercial St, the major scab route, then
round to Commercial Rd where one scab juggernaut rushed past at speed on
its way into the plant. The march moved jorward but police strikebreakers
kept a way clear for the scabs. The march continued with one empty scab
coach passing by to jeers. When the march reached Sutton St a line of po-
lice were in the road ordering it to go onto the pavement. Instead it very
swiftly moved 1nto Sutton St and reassembled there, back through side
streets where some local supporters joined in the march. Then back to
Commercial Rd and then to Wellclose via Back Church Lane.
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Thursday afternoon, l4th August Monday, 18th August, Gray's Inn Rd

About 2000 marched from opposite the Mirror
building. Just prior 50 Sogat Casual Machine
had marched from Blackfriars to join up, on
the. way.scabbing off Fleet House a8 sirens
screeched up. Also present was a contingent
from the Purnells strike in Bristol. The
products the Purnells workers printed were
Readers Disgest, Womans Realm, Woman, Radio
Times, Thomsons Catalogues etc. Scab work

is being done at Carlisle Web Offset, Car-
lisle; Petties, Leeds; Cromer Works, Not-
tingham and Sun/Odhams, Watford. Strikers
are bitter. Strikers blame Dubbins for the
strikebreaking at Maxwell's plants.

| Activists on the march were also mindful
of the role of the Mirror building in smash-
ing the recent strike at the People. So far
Maxwell has repeatedly succeeded in playing
one section of print union members off

Five hundred pickets rallied at the old Times building. Not only is the
printers'! strike the best show, it is the only show.

Pickets shouted scab at the strikebreakers for an hour or two then
assembled en masse in the road for a march. This assembly was the best part.
The march went down to Fleet St and out to Wapping, chanting and singing,
spirits good despite the rain. The march took three to three and a half
hours, as strikers continue to defy everything thrown against themn.

1HVOOVION 3AZLS -8inPid

® Scab has moved: Brian Smith, News of the World Machine Rood Manager
old address: Ferndale Crescent, Canvey Island, Essex
new address: 10 Hadleigh View, Canvey Island, Essex

® Not a scab as stated in Plcket no. 22: Tony Atkinson, Thornhill

® Journalists scabs: Bill Anslow, subeditior, 0449 740226

against another. There were shouts of you're & A & Nick Pitt, sports correspondent, 01 8744046
next as the scheduled shutting of the Mirror building soon will mean Bob Smith, artwork department head, 0322 20819
another massive loss of jobs. . . Bob Spivey, was deputy FOC, 07073 32810
The march went down to Fleet St then out to Wapping. On the way a new 9 chb Journa}lst §ue.Cook (letters 1§dy) gogaged o Mr. Rgdy, RENT oL
chant could be heard, "Call the generals out on strike". The march paused gigil§:t:lzatéizzgie in Fleet S5t acquired country cottage in Whatlington,
: : : : Lo
iﬁ;fﬁ?igtéﬂeioﬁgtiﬁiiigﬁmggﬁz iﬁiginftawggp{ogﬁ Eg? SPEY0 SUA, #R 90, HLFIPE ‘ ® Bouverie St scab: Harry House, 67 Trent Rd, New Southgate N14 449 6174

® Lee Rodwell, freelance journalist regularly scabs in Wapping, 28 Hol-
den Rd, North Finchley, London N12, 445 4648

Saturday night, 16th Auzust, Wapping ® Coliseum coach scab drivers, Morry Rayner or Martin Wilkinson
- T = 4 ® Parks of Hamilton, Scotland is the company supplying armoured-wire

2900 marched from Tower Hill. New song to the tune of I'd rather be a coaches, serviced at Wahl Coaches Ltd. at yard in 145 Coldharbour Lane,
picket, "We want 40,000 coppers on the dole X4, We'll see how they like it Camberwell, London SE5,.733 1124.

on the dole X4." Police again moved their roadblock up this time, to just
past Virginia. The Highway was cleared early.

Later in the night several small marches converged into Commercial St
near Sutton. To the west an armoured scab coach was bricked. To the east
another scab coach was caught, unable to reverse. Pickets ran forward ra-

pidly. Moving faster than anyone else was one young picket. Uniformed
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K. Clayton, A. Anderson, W. Chandler, D. McInnes, B, King, T. Jenkins,

D. Blaker, M. BEnright, R, James, J. Campbell (Fareham), A, Firman,

R. Gillman, J. Dunnings, T. Foreman, G, Lloyd (Portsmouth), I, Downey,

S. Mottram, P, Ricketts, P. Dowell, B, Linnington, P. King (BEastleigh
British Rail AUEW member), T, House, G, Child, J, Thompson, J. Hewit®,

A. Tracey, R. Veal, R. Bum, J, Gibson, K. Bowers & Mrs. Bowers, I, Bushel
D. Cooper, J.D. Fry, 1. Hardman, G, Hlghmore, A. Kennedy, A. lMarshall,

S, Mott, G. Osborne, A, Fry, E., Hale, N, Kingston, A. Marchant,

R. Robinson, M. Shone, J,B, Williams, K, Addis, D. Boreham, 3, Brown,

M. Robinson, R, Smith, I,H., Thomas, R, Whitfield, M, Cummins, P, Elday,
P. Jones, G. McNie, M, Coultas, S. Cross, K, Felix, R. Thompson,

G. Pingree, M, Etherington, D. Sanger, J. GOsden, M, Stuart, H.G., Bishop,
M., Folland, F. Reading, A, Brown, N, Connolly, D, Janaway, S. Johnson,

M. Beckett, P. Mintram, D, JOnes, W, Murray, FrY., Barnard, M. Thomas,

S. & A. Bevis, G. Gale, P, Clayton, A.W. Perdue, G, Rayner, T. Gebbett,
F. Betteridge, G, Brown, S. Durman, Sandra Gooding¥ A. Kochanowski,

A. Durman, G. Hedgeman, P, Thomas, P, Newton, D, Smith, P. Noyce,
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strikebreakers tried to push her away but she wa

sn't having any of it and

; i ' i M. Sparshott, A. Price, J. Waugh, R. Cooper, R, Avery, S. Carroll,
ontinued her way. Pickets were all over, in the road, both sides, foot » ’ .
;aghs, thinking,yacting as one. The coach was trapped for a while until 1t A. EFdwards, P.Witt, D{ HOll}ns, AG5 Lacy,rClare Ostler, Tanya Seaman,
cot away. Several hundred pickets began a march west on Commercial Rd but G, Sanders, S. Shaw, M, Revie, M, Gallup, lr. & Mrs. M. Frecknall,

large police reinforcements pushed it off the road, arresting six. G. Beresford. (% dark-room manageress)

3




® TUC will support Brenda Dean. It doesn't matter what the empty resolution 0 Ty

says, the TUC will support the bosses. Anything else is a lie. S T T LD ey

® Congratulations to the "Thetford Brigade" on a job well done. The ma- g’ . e

jority of the Exec are advocating no picketing, peacefull this and peace- < -

full that, but Ghandi is dead and he did not get his settlement through his 3 .

peacefull actions alone. It was the violence that he tried to stop that e

brought about his settlement, but in all honesty who will give a damn if Qv R b rrmicacoir DR . v

all that is done is stand somewhere peacefully, causing no disruption to o o R LR A A e S oyl T
production, hindering nothing. The only time anyone of the bourgeois media SRS T . Y Ml o SFSPR T . g
has given this dispute a mention is through force either by the police or | T oW Mg e BUVNY a0 (¢

by the pickets. | i

® xperience: Picketing printers came into the strike largely without real f = 1.

picketing experience. During the miners' strike most activists were sucked T T |

into the fund-raising circuit. This robbed activists of essential picketing , i B . -

experience. Not so with the bosses and their hirelings. They come into this L 31 L4 W© 3 A ol .
strike with all the experience of fighting picketing and a whole lifetime T BTl | T B e

of rule. Experience in the strike has shown that it is only the most hard-
ened and determined pickets who can be trusted to command.
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T CAAIICIIE AT Z.30.5r.am. ODWN THIE STIRAND
AND FLELT SI1TIRECT T0O WARPING.
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TIRADE LINIOIIN AND LAAOWUIIIR MONVZENT
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Lhe Printer

AN A SECUIAL INVITATICN WAS BELEMN SINT 10

TR TR PRI 0TS ST TEING ML

ARAN M SFCRUTARIES AND SNEC M SR RS FMv Are UGVER i CIXNTRY WILL BE MARCHING

He made-a.good. kivings
Above all the rest

And through strength in numbers
His job was the best,

WITH LS 1) BANDS - COSTUMES - LEAFLETS (S0INIE AL CINIEG AND FURM (P BEIND
VO W RIEACH AND CHALE MANMERS C LM AL CINNES AND MAKE THIS SOUAT AL -

ORGASILED MARCH AND HALTY A SUCUESS - witet MURE 10O COME, (O AL (IING

AN W) ANGIIH R SINNVAL 10 MU PEST MU TA] W6 ARE NUT GOING ALAY - TiAl
MUST P GOTIATE AN AUCCFPTARLE SETTLEMENT WiTH (S C2OMVT AL (3NN AND
CEND A CIONAL T Tref TLC MEE TING IN BHAITON T O I Wi bx Tl of

ERL SAANEY T ae 102 RAUGIERESE IS AN A AL N TR e Y R e

The rest of the work force.
Who should have been glad
But they envied the good things
The bold Printers Had.

They led by example,
and by might

o get a .standard of living
Thdat 48 olirsg by rights *

by threat
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SATURDAY DEMONSTRATIONS WEDNESDAY DEMONSTRATIONS

Sut the rest of the work force
IThey all just stoodaistill
And wateched as this standard

Since Februory of this yeor 6,000

Went quickly down Hill.

The bosses zonnived and schemed i o s vl RUPERT MURDOCH. SOLIDARITY, JOIN THE MASS ¥ | | xowaresone 3
of a way MARCHES BEGIN AT 8-30" AT TOWER Hill MARCHES BEGIN AT 8-30° AT TOWER AIlL MARCH TO WAPPINGON LBl |, xociecs™

To:get rid of thé Printers
or lessen their Pay

But the bold Printer fights then,
And fights all the way.
But the rest of the Work force

T : anonymous; £2, 20p misc.; £1 Times Day -é
Py Wbd b SRR nachine; £1.50 Workers Press; £1 inky} . BRING FACTORY, BRANCH, DISTRICT B o
Oh wake up you dreamers £2 policeman's son. " BANNERS, DEMAND THE RIGHT TO Brwdhy v A
oW down WarhLAL ks WORK, AND UNION RECOGNITION. L e

And fight with the Printers
For a much better day

For if they are defeated,
They won't be the last
The bosses will get you
The Die will be cast.

EACH SATURDAY EVENING THERE WiLL
BE A MAJOR DEMONSTRATION AT
WAPPING IN SUPPORT OF THE

EACH WEDNESDAY EVENING THERE WILL
BE A MAJOR DEMONSTRATION AT
WAPPING IN SUPPORT OF THE
PRINTWORKERS DISMISSED BY

Income: £1 printer; £2 picket; £2 cab-
bie; 50p Sun publishing; £10 Sogat ila-
chine Casual Chapel; £1 Sogat machine;
£3,.50p, £5 NGA machine; £20.print

Concise written reports necessary

Yubd .
c¢/o Housmans,

by picketing print union members
5 Caledonian Rd,

N1 9DX

SHOW YOUR SUPPORTAND .

men ond women hove been lsghtm? lo

the right 1o work. All ore members o .2
SOGAT, NGA, NUJ and the AUEW,
and gl were dnmissed out of hand by

e T s

Rupert Murdoch’s Hews Inlemanonal.

SATURDAY, 30th AUG. || ==

3pm, FLEET STREET
SALISBURY SQUARE

SPEAKERS INVITED INCLUDE
PRESIDENT, GENERAL SECRETARY,
1 | EXECUTIVE COUNCILMANDIV. 7.
1 [ DIVISIONAL ORGANISER DIV, 25.

ISSUED BY AEU NEWS INTERNATIONAL
© STRIKECOMMITIEE

~

—

He couldnt give

The truth?

QX XXX




Picket no.24

Tuesday, 2nd September

Wednesday, 20th August

Several hundred of the staunchest marched from Tower Hill
to Wapping. Police strikebreakers set up roadblocks in the
side streets to prevent a repetition of last week's effec-
tive march to Aldgate. The march took place against the
background of worry about the secret talks.

Upon arriving opposite the plant, marchers began to
move up to the fence. Police, sensing that they were being
outflanked, moved in to make an arrest lest an uppity wor-
Ker getltoutief=Iire, 'PYeckGUs jioved in 10 Urobect: their
own, suffering four arrests.

A . » i S - F )  Saturday night, 23rd August, Wapping

The march assembled for the 77th trek to Wapping. About 1500 rallied. But
) instead of taking the accustomed route to Wapping it headed up for the Ald-
gate roundabout. The first armoured scab coach was seen with the march
a little distance from Aldgate station. Here the procession spread right
across the road. The march passed by Commercial St, the major scab route.
Continued round to Commercial Rd and Cannon St Rd where a scab coach was
coming right at the march. As the coach struggled to turn itself around
pickets rushed forward to confront the thieves. Strikers and supporters
managed to make their feelings known until the bus weaved in and out of
traffic to make its escape. Some arrests were made.
Just afterwards the head of the march began to move south on Cannon St
Rd rather than remain where it was. The march passed Cable St where mounted
Kinnocks were lined up to block any progress eastward. Continued down to
e, . ) T'he Highway and then to Virginia. After an hour there cleared from rosad.
B, 7 MY, U RERY L hree seab Juggernaught s Oreughts-out Virginia St at 11:30pmadicde0pm
;i@w%; 8 a number of pickets moved out to Thomas More St anticipating a scab move-
fi > e ment there. S5ix artics and some smaller vehicles moved out under police
strikebreaker protection. Four arrests were made to clear the way.

W

I P 4 SRR N S T

I - s s :
7 e o T . v oo > ¥ a v - &
3 A S e B Ao T O P e e

- - A ——— g — - it F W - e - -
-0- -

VY . ¥ I |
Lol ! | 4' 3 : .
5 § - A3
v »

R

THE BANNER: Blessed in the name of justice by Canon Qates who prayed for those involved in the dispute B W e dn S da:y ’ 2 7 t h A Ug u S;l_:’_

In the afternoon pickets assembled at Temple tube for a march to Wapping.

Very eariy on with only a small number of pickets present, an armoured
coach pudls up at the Temple. Overcoming hesitation and acting as a body,

pickets give chase. The coach very hastily shuts its door and runs away.
About fifteen hundred assembled for the march thru Fleet St and out to

Wapping. in route stopped at a well-known-by-know office building on the Em-

iﬁgﬁ%:w7%é:f§xcwrzmwuz | B bankment where someone tried to provoke the pickets with a copy of the Sun
srag oo LT LI [ Al el AR [ | Fieke e poking out from the safety of a window up several floors. The marchers de-
TR T i cide to stop here. Police move in to make arrests and there is fighting.
gﬁgﬁﬁzmhmme:mmmmmxm. rin The arrests were apparently later released without charge to continue in the
el o B oA B NI oA I o Bl ol march. Police try to get the march moving again, summoning the stewards to
UL o] e oo o 2 R SRR bring this about,

B ar [seaaey| mem e fortc) cescey e nestomes Arriving at Wapping there are speeches in the park. Dean, as previously
Wy | 11 PSR LR SAIREF TRREEN B =2l announced incorrectly, has not chickened out. She is heckled. She feels for-
e e mriEE SN tunate to be able to give a two minute speech. MP Leighton goes on for a
EEEEE | T | e e | EEES while then hugs Dean to show "she has at least one friend here."

Siaes | Tukssay_ st | 5 I A few hundred stayed on for the regular evening march. Again there are
v BRETRIRNIGO TheloT il roadblocks in the area but the march goes down St Katherine's way to be con-
R e e e B i e b e e imne? | L ¥ fronted with another cop roadblock at Tower Hotel. March finishes at Well-
And we thought they were having us on about the banner beins blessed. close.




caturday, 30th August

In the afternoon there was a quick march of several hundred starting in
Fleet St. Strikers did not want to undercut the evening picket. March was
sponsored by the AUEW. Arrived quickly at Wapping to hear somebody or other
making speeches.

In the evening two thousand gathered at Tower Hill for the regular pic-
ket. The very short march to Wapping took about two hours, stopping con-
tinually to stand in the road. Many drifted round the area. At Wellclose
tater J@ Bhe Alight poligce try to elear the road, Clemrdly pickets, 500 to
one twhougand, are in no rush to move, Police form a knot of thugs to attack

the most resistant point. Several arrests are made. After a while the road
is cleared.

Tt1% tell you a gtory
And it won't take lonag

Well our lad took a beating
A very sad story

All about his body and head

0f a lad that was wronged. When he slumped to the ground g
See the lad came to Wapping ihe pigs left him for dead, :
With heart brave and true And because Murdoch hates unions 2
To help sacked print workers hvid Uhstabhov deaiitics i
Ueleat. you KHOW Who. Put them all on the dole :
Well the lad voiced his protest ls thelr one point of view. a

Last May the third

-

" ; S0 look to the future plind ot 1j
AR s Pl When our lives start anew e A Vi G i R & - 77
Didn't like what they heard. After we've stuffed Rupert Murdoch TR . ndl i TRURITE S ¥ B | S P T el | SNSRI 4
S0 along comes old Maggie And stuffed Maggie too! T NP G s AT 0 SRR ™ Fi i iy
ohe declides what to do
Give extra powers

To her boys in blue. NEWS INTERNATIONAL] [« NEWS INTERNATIONAL]
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See the pigs are the muscle
And Maggie's the brain

To destroy people's lives
Is the name of thelir game.
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Did C harge P.C. Bob i EACH SATURDAY EVENING THERE WILL S BE & MAJOR DEMONSTRATION AT 7 T iR - | 3
Coshing women and children BE A MAJOR DEMONSTRATION AT WAPPING IN_SUPPORT OF THE | \ : Qt
- 1 o ; Y gh. . PRINTWORKERS DISMISSED BY PRINTWORKERS DISMISSED BY N] O L. 1) g ¥ ar ’ Greater London Assoclation of Trades Council —r '
H e s Onlv dOlng s J Ob v RUPERT MURDOCH ‘ ' TR '
e RUPERT MURDOCH. 4 8 t h S (—)p t el b el calls on all Trades Councils
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aimed at resolving the News

International print dispute PVQARCH
lasted nearly seven hours yes-
terday at a luxury Heathrow
Airport hotel.

Leaders of the five unions in-
volved in the 33-week strike met
with company representatives
led by NI globe-trotting chief
negotiator Bill O’Neill.

Talks, which were shrouded
in secrecy, adjourned with an
agreement to re-convene this

morning at a secret venue in
London.

HEROIN ISN'T THE

I'ToayaNBD Dy piexet needs 8 111 (0 SpIirits OF Horale aruey 'arr nts ONLY THING THAT
time take a look down by the barrier at Wellclose most nights of the week DAMAGES YOUR MIND
egpecially on march nights. There you will see a Jdittle frail old lady,
slightly stooped. Usually accompanlied by her daughters and grandaughters.
ohe il stasresidents She has been-on theopicket lanerfromidaysone.adShedhas
been on the Fleet St marches to Wapping. She has always got a smile and a
cheerfull word for anyone. She is an example to us all. I have seen her
tired but she 18 tireless., Iln - her efforts 1l have seen her cold, but her
smile and her heart are as warm as coals. I have seen her afraid, but
standing brave against all odds. This lady deserves nothing but the high-

Mary

Wednesday SEPTEMBER 10th
Assemble 8.30 Tower Hiil

est praise from us all, Long may she reign, my Queen of Wapping. E
Y
O
Income: £113.99 Sun Publishing Ghapel collecliien: £5 Sun Tea Wagon; £10 .
resident; £1 picket; £2 Sogat; £1 NGA comp; 50p nobody; 50p Sogat mem- 0

ber; £5 K&H Printers; 1l NUPE pickets £1 printer; 50p warehouse striker;
£1 machine striker; £29.65 bookshop sales; £5 IGA machine member; £5
southampton. DON'TLETMURDOCH GETAWAYWITHIT.

use your brain while you still can.

if a frien YA -kA THE AR TIMES
. . . . ebgbn i % THE SUNDAY TIMES
Concise written contributions welcome. Tt i i

Published by picketing print union members
Address: Picket c¢/o Housmans Books, 5 Caledonian Rd, London N1 9DX

say no.

esry SCREWS YOU




-160-

from Building Worker. (rank and file paper), Autumn 1986

PRINTERS KEEP UP THE STRUGGLE

The News International Dispute is still the centre of struggle
against Hammond's scab unionism. Murdoch is, no doubt,
losing a few bob, in what he had hoped would be a quick and
easy victory. The picketting has continued, both at Wapping

and more successfully, ‘guerrilla’ pickets of depots all around
the country.

Meanwhile, the Boycott campaign continues, of course.
It’s quite effective if you can prevent a retailer selling or gett-
ing his Suns, Times, or News of the Worlds once every so
often. Even that can make his scabbing totally unprofitable.

Well at least we’ve got another reason to argue with our
brethren who still buy the racist, rapist Sun and Now. Some
printers have produced a weekly news-sheet Picket, through-
out the strike. This totally unofficial publication gives a run
down on the picketting and the events surrounding it. It also
reflects the changing views and moods of the pickets.

It can only be a good thing that an honest attempt is made
to portray what’s happening on the front line and to focus
attention on the kind of activities that are going to win the
dispute. The one weakness of it is that it’s producers have not
used it to build a rank and file organisation, as an alternative
to Dean and Dubbins and all the ‘broad left’ opportunists, who
whose antics have shocked many workers who have turned out
for the picketting at Wapping.

But that may not be entirely the publishers own fault. You

have to take into account the strongly ‘inward-looking’ and
‘institutionalised’ unionism in Fleet Street. This has been
fostered by left opportunists for decades and probably has its
roots in the 1926 General Strike sell out by the TUC. It has
resulted, in the past, in the Fleet Street chapels failing to

respond to the calls for solidarity from their brothers and
sisters in the provinces.

That being said, the printers have shown themselves well
able to engage in effective pickets at depots throughout the
country, The Picket leaflet is ample testimony to this. And
it would be well for trades unionists and and socialists to
remember now, the massive financial solidarity for the miners
during their year long strike and the fact that it was the Sun
chapels that struck in support of the NUM and earned a
retraction of at least a couple of scurrilous articles in the
paper. In spite of the Kinnockite leadership of the print
unions. And many trades unionists should realise that the
SOGAT Clericals in particular are in need of money.

Nor would it escape Picket readers that Neil Kinnock
actually wrote an article for the scab Times, quite early on
in the dispute, along with Ken Livingstone...

Picket welcomes comments and contributions. It can send
you the back numbers just published in pamphlet form, for

a (generous) donation. Write to: Picket, c¢/o Housemans
Books, 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 9DX.

SCABS OUT OF WAPPING MINERS OUT OF JAIL
BALLOT RIGGERS OUT OF UCATT

The publishers of this bulletin, though mistaken, are good pickets.
In fact it was partially thelir insistence of the importance of
picketing which helped lay the basis of ‘Picket.

T

I'M TRYING TO WRITE
PI6-PEN A NOTE BUT I
DON'T KNOW WHAT T0 SAY

B

G

Over the last seven months nearly 6000
SOGAT and NGA printworkers have been locked
out by Rupert Murdoch's premeditated union-

If
‘ /
busting mass sacking. Saturday after Saturday,

A
\A“—_——. \{‘s.( thousands have converged on Murdoch's barbed-

i< wire scab fortress, to confront an army of

| ' strikebreaking cops. Hundreds have been ar-
DON‘/T DO lTr S‘R‘ DON‘r rested and pitched battles fought with the
LET l"“M KNOW |(OU L‘KE cops. Miners, women inspired by the example of
HlM! FORCE ‘-“M TO the coalfield women during the miners strike,

MAKE THE FIRST MOVEI Turkish and Kurdish contingents on May Day,

local residents repulsed by the brutal cop

/

rule in their streets have lent their support.
Yet, trapped and strangled in a vice of
Labourite treachery, this is a defeated
struggle.

The printworkers' struggle against
Murdoch's lockout has been strangled by Neil
Kinnock's Labour Party, a sacrificial offering

from Workers Hammer, September

Defeat at Wapping

Sunday Times
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Press Association Scabbing

i

EACH WEDNESDAY EVENING THERE WILL
BE A MAJOR DEMONSTRATION AT

In the heart of Fleet St there is scabbing going on N nbamgNs TAATIGN

. . PRINTWORKERS DISMISSED BY
L at the Press Association. e i S

MARCAIS BECIN AT 8-30™ AT TOWER Aill

Monday, lst September, Brighton

Handfuls arrived outside Trades Union Congress at 8am to find we were allo-
cated only 20 seats in the gallery. By 9am 3-500 outside hall as delegates
start arriving. In all several hundred printers plus Silentnight strikers
and others picketed and asked for support. Kept separate from delegates by
a wall of crash barriers. Whlle they are gueuing to get inare met with ‘a
wall of sound from the pickets. The song which seemed to make most impact
on the delegates in the morning was "Rupert Murdoch - Stick your money up
your arse'. Also favourite was "Eric Hammond - He's hiding behind the TUC."
Usual songs but seeming a lot louder when sung in the confined space of the
covered entrance. The weather 1s cold. Few delegates approached us. Some
pickets allowed to approach the delegate queue. An EETPU delegate who went
in about 9.30 was met not only with a volley verbally but also with eggs
and handfuls of spoof Murdoch money. He literally ran in with police shield-
ing him.,-Brenda-Dean was jeered but managed to say a few words. Print Union
fringe meeting hall only seated 250 so few pickets could get in. As Hammond
had not appeared by 10.30 most of the picikets went to find somewhere for a
breakfast, and 1t was at this time that the TNT truck came along the front
and was shouted at, and then went around the corner where it had things
thrown at it. The driver swerving about all over the place. Pickets who
were able to get 1nside the building pursued Hammond whenever he appeared.
The memorable- sight was one picket pursuing Hammond with a rolled-up news-
paper. During the day pickets went round town handing out leaflets, disper-
sing spoof money and putting up stickers. During the previous night hundreds
had glued shut shopkeepers locks. Back at lunchtime to lobby delegates as
they came out. As were told that there were not many people in gallery some
of us tried to get in but were refused entrance even with Union cards. Back
later-at 'end of sesslion to receive delegaltes as they exit.

Wednesday, 3rd September

n the ,afternoon, a.few hundred pickets rallied at"Gray's Inn Road. This
was the 224th day of the strike. An excellent picket was held for hours.
Hooted and yelled at .scabs, "thieves, Judas, low l1life" and "scab" in uni-
son which can be heard for quite a distance. As the temperature dipped
pickets worked out their inventory of winter ‘clothing.

In the evening seven hundred made the regular march to Wapping. Police
strikebreakers blocked all exit roads from The Highway, including St. Kath-
erine's Way. On the march the fog horn was very good. Later police cleared
the, road under the orders to "gently move them off the road". When the boss

to the bosses to convince them that Labour in Wapping militants
HOW DIp \(OU GET ‘A government can 'control the unions' and wage after throgving back
TO BE SUCH AN war on workers and the oppressed in the bureaucrats’ sellout

interest of the anti-Soviet war drive. From
Brenda Dean and Tony Dubbins. to the Labour/TUC
'"lefts' to so-called Communists like London
WSOGAT leaders Mike Hicks and Bill Freeman,
Wapping has been run as the model Neil Kinnock

proposal; Labourite
misleaders, ‘left’ and
right, knifed their
struggle in order to
accommodate strike- j
breaker Kinnock.

¥

EXPERT MARCIE ? : I
ol I

'strike'. The print union bureaucrats have :
done their best to make the weekly demon- R
strations nothing more than rallies for a
next Labour government: the sacked printers are

marched through the streets up to the gates of ' i

.
»
-

-
~

- ¥ Fortress Wapping -- only in order to listen to
| speeches and march away again. 'Picket lines' oppressed here and around the world. And since | ists' suck up to Cold Warriors -- all in order
ALL THE BEST 4 that do not (and are not designed to) shut that time the labour traitors have worked to replace the Iron Bitch by Ramsay Machinnock.
COACHE5 ARE IN N | down production are not picket lines. A overtime to bury the memory of that heroic Thus over Wapping we have scen a unity of
THE 5TAND5 SlRl g 'strike' in which production is never stopped struggle as some sort of 'unpleasant inter- 'lefts' and rights aimed at containing and
X ; Q; is not a strike. lude' in their desire to maintain class peace defusing any possibility of militant struggle,
- JV’ 5 The miners understood that. For twelve hard | at the expense of workers' livelihoods. So Instead of appeals to the labour movement for
and bitter months they fought scabs and cops they have been busy 'mending fences': trying militant solidarity, Dcan and Dubbins have
; from one end of the coalfields to the other,. to repair torn and tattered i1llusions in from the start pushed an impotent TUC-
“ And that's why, even though they were finally Labourite parliamentarism and the bourgeois endorsed consumer boycott strategy intended as
dragged down to defeat by the same treacherous 'democracy’' whose naked fist came crashing a diversion from shutting Murdoch's operation
= ; Labour/TUC misleaders, their union emerged down on the miners and their families. So down tight. Scurrilous propagunda worthy of
-l . s proud and intact and their strike became a 'lefts' embrace rights, phoney revolutionaries | the National Front has been produced, railing
e ' symbol of class stuggle to workers and the applaud open reformists, self-styled 'Commun- continuved on page 10

says kill they do that, "gently" they have trouble with. Whatever the rea-
sons for this sudden change (probably to do with the secret talks) the hos-
tility of strikers to the police strikebreakers remains. As one said, M"If

I saw one of you lot dying in the gutter, I wouldn't 1lift a finger."

Saturday night, 6th September

2000 in march to Wapping. Not enough police in Mansell St to stop march if
had moved there. Groups of pickets gathered out along The Highway.
One arrest. Picketing has been undercut. Five arrests later when police
cleared road at Wellclose. Five lorries bricked in the area. Several vans
done too.

Guess who was carrying the national NUJ banner? Andrew Drummond who went
in to Wapping took his £2000 blood money and continued scabbing while his
girl friend was a loyal Sogat striker. Later sacked anyways.
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Sunday night/Monday morning, Wapping, 7th September

Three hundred pickets assembled at 2am. The move to the gate has not worked

out but it is a successful picket. Later a scab lorry is seen driving west

on Commercial Rd with a one foot wide hole in the front screen.

Wednesday night, 10th September

Regular march from Tower Hill. One hundred supporters from London trades
councils swelled ranks to 700 on this the 84th march to Wapping. Scab lor-

ries leave area unescorted. It's about time to start some marches from
the Aldgate stations.

Friday gorning

Scab buses pelted with eggs at pick up point.

Friday, 1l2th September

It always rains in Wapping, or so I do hear tell,
but on the scabs boat outing it rained like merry hell
It showered old tomatoes and drizzled ink bombs too,
then missiles miscellaneous came pouring from the blue.
The eggs came flying downward, phlegmatic comment too,
so eat your heart out Murdoch, pickets rain dance too!

Saturday night, 13th September

1500 marched from Tower Hill in the rain. Later several lorries bricked.

Selections from "A Year Of Our Lives" about Hatfield Main Colliery, Duns-
eroft, 'near Doncagter,

A Bridge Too Far.

long time.
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Scabs:

Chris Babcock, 5 Bosville Ave, Bosville Rd, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Brian Forbes, 55U Potters Lane, New Barnet, Herts, Ul-449-5205, journalist.
Ben Grossman, Times night publishing for about 30 years, now owns a news-
agency at Hayes News, 3 Station Building, Station Approach, Hayes, Kent,
01-462-5106, now sells all Murdoch titles and scabs on ex-workmates.

Nick Harling, Wimbledon, 947-4294, Times sports journalist.

Mike Rowbottom, Herts, 0279-503927, Times sports journalist.

Clerical Scabs: Tony bMcLean, telephone reporter, 191 Lordship L&, Dulwich.
Fred Allen 0934-210464, "Ingle Nook", 99 Highfields, Caldecote, Cambs.
Alan Alltimes, correg8, mangr., 506 Footscray Rd, New.Eltham, SE9 3VA.

D Asirvathan, 138 Bulstrode Ave, Hounslow Ctl, Middlesex.

Pat Ashton, 4 Colean Ct, Madeira Ave, Bromley, Kent,

S Avty, D98 Matilda St, Londen H.l.

Chris Bamping, 92 Greenhayes, Ave, Banstead, Surrey, 647-1794.

Martin Barber, 47 Douglas Dr, Stevenage, Herts, 61177.

Frank Barrow, 220a Croydon Rd, Priory Clse, Berkenham, Kent, 658-1467
Lipda Bartletlt, £U Blenheim Ct, Main Rd, Sidcuhp, Kent.

Chris Bedford, 76 Nelson Rd, New Malden, Surrey.

Peter Bourhill, 26 Roberts Ct, Maple Rd, Penge Se¥o, 659-806"7.

Leisa Brace, 20 Welfside, Sandwich, Kent.,

Alan Bunting, 55 Boundry Rd, Eastwood, Leigh-On-Sea, Essex, 0702-522938.
Alan Butcher, 12 Beech Hse, Manor Rd, Sidcup, Kent, 302-9140.

D Carr, 59 Blanmere Rd, London SE9, 859-3580.

Scab of the week: the Spartacist League (publishes Workers Hammer) for
printing a.pilicture from .the Sunday Times -with credit - and you can be sure
they didn't steal the paper. Article claims that what we have at Wapping
"are not picket lines' making a sianderous aftlusion to "reéeall pickets, the
miners. Print pickets are second to none. The reason this lot doesn't know
it is they have scarcely been out to Wapping and NEVER on the front lines.
Famous scabs¢t Tan Botham, Alex Higgins, Eric Bristow and Jim Callaghan.

When it became obvious to all that the British Steel Corporation was still producing steel
and not simply safe-guarding their furnaces and coke ovens, as they had agreed in return for
a dispensation to be supplied with coal and coke; the supply from our pits working volunt-
arily to keep our side of the bargain was halted. BSC, who had used the first months of our
strike to consolidate their position, then followed by running scab lorries to carry imported
coal and Orgreave coke to the Scunthorpe plant.

With only three roads into the area it was possible for the police to adopt a policy of
turning back to Yorkshire, any miners found trying to picket the wharfs. (incidentally,
ordinance survey maps of the area with minor routes, etc, were withdrawn from all Scun-
thorpe and surrounding district shops). The lorries were allowed a fairly free run, soon the
residents along the route to the steel works were to complain of the coal dust on the grass
verges and of their children being blackened on their way to school.

Watching the convoys of lorries was a depressing sight for any miner, particularly one who
lived in Scunthorpe. But there was a glimmer of hope, the one other thing that the steel
plant required in bulk was iron ore, and this was moved by rail from the port of Immingham.
If this could be stopped, so could the production of steel. It seemed as though the corpor-
ation had more than enough coal to safe-guard against damage to the furnaces and coke
ovens. Another benefit for us was that the iron ore was of too high a density to be carried
by the smaller ships travelling up the Trent.

Remembering the solidarity given by sections of Railworkers at Coalville and St. Pancras
and Kings Cross, we decided on a phone call to the area secretary of the railworkers at
Immingham.

When asked what sort of feeling there was for the miners at his branch, the answer was
‘Sympathetic.’

A few days later it was arranged for other Hatfield men to meet in Scunthorpe, we were
going to picket the ore trains!

After trying to locate the most strategic bridges over which to drop our specially prepared
‘picket’ banners, we decided it would be easier for a train driver to respect our picket line if
he had not already travelled the twenty odd miles to Scunthorpe. With this in mind we took
off for Immingham. This was new ground for us, and at first we were going to picket the ore
terminal itself and actually made a sortie around the dock fronts, but seeing that it was on
dock land, which was private and patrolled by police, we had to look elsewhere. This was
how we came to be on the railway bridge at Eastfield Road (what became known to the
pickets as ‘A Bridge Too Far’). A banner was hung over the bridge to show that there was
an NUM picket. Again a phone call was made to the home of Joe Paget, the area secretary,
to inform him that we had mounted a picket about two miles from the terminal.

Back at the bridge, the first train had stopped, loaded with 1200 ton of iron ore, the
driver and the guard refusing to cross a picket line. They said that this was one of 13 trains a
day that carried ore to Scunthorpe. An engine was brought up, and the train was pulled back
to the terminal to the accompaniment of loud cheers. The only people on the bridge that
morning not knowing what to do, were the police. They wanted to move us on, but having
nc reason to do so, they tried to keep the number down to six, only to find that the
majority of people on the bridge were reporters from the press, radio and T.V.

There was tremendous solidarity, only two trains were to leave the terminal in the next
cight months, with only four pickets on at a time (24 hour cycle). Even when BSC caused a
national dock strike by employing scab labour to load iron into lorries at the ports. With
the failure of the T&GW to use this dispute to strengthen the National Dock Labour Scheme
when BSC again used scab labour, this time at a Scottish port, Inmingham did no! come
out, and the dockers there loaded ore into scab lorries.

The railworkers, with all this pressure, stood firm on the basic Trade Union principle:-
YOU DO NOT CROSS PICKET LINES.

The Way | Saw It.

Not being a man of words I find it hard to do an article, but I feel nevertheless that it is
something I must do. To put over my side, point of view and feelings, so others may see.

We had been on strike for a good few weeks and I had not done anything to forward the
strike. I had done the garden, done the garden, and done the garden.

So I decided (with a push from my wife):- ‘Up off your arse boy and get out, do your bit.
The lads out there are getting knocked from pillow to post.’

The TV and the papers were telling us one thing, and the lads were telling us the other. So
I rang up the Welfare and found out what I had to do.

For a long time I had not got up that early, but up I got, off [ went onto the line.
It was a strange and frightening day that started an education that will stay with me for a

We went round parts of the country that I did not know was there, back roads, lanes and
tracks. All this to get past the police who were doing their best to stop us letting the scabs
know how we felt about not giving us support that was rightfully ours. The way we were
restricted and oppressed I will never forgive, or forget EVER. But we must never forget the
people who DID give us support.

I had been out on the lines for a time, still managed to keep the car on the road. When a
call came, could I take Will Moore to Bradford, I wanted to go tell others of the lies and
perversions that they were being fed, from the point of view of one who had seen some of it.
Off we went. More education; I found out first hand we were not alone. Others were in on
the fight. The lift I got from that day was great, but there was more to come.

At a meeting in the Welfare, I was asked if I could go down to London. [ said yes, off I
went with me bag down to the big city. It was a lot different from Bradford. For one thing,
a lot more people in meetings. Bradford I had adressed twenty to thirty, but now I found
100 or more (heart in the mouth) but I did it.

[ now found myself out on the streets with a bucket in my hand. The response was
fantastic. The young, the old, the white and the black, the workers and the unemployed,
they all give and wished us well and hoped we would win. [ had been told about support we
were getting but to see, feel it first hand is something I will never forget.

Yes, a lot of good people live in London, but then again you find the bad one, but a lot
more good than bad.

[ returned to London again in fair weather and in foul. the support was still there and
growing along with the old die-hards, the back bone......... the workers.

Names [ could tell you, but the li:t would be lang, and oh so lang, I may miss a few, but
not many, for they all have a place if my head and in my heart.

Pride of place must go to my wife, who not only gave me support and backed me all the
way, but got and did something to help all of us, and not just sit it out and moan. The
committment, drive, force she put in was great to see. The force was such that Luke Sky-
walker or Darth Vader would have loved to have it, being greater than their ‘force’.

A behemoth* had risen, along with many others. I would not like to stand in opposition
to such drive. She was and still is committed. Side by side or out on our own we were in
this fight together.

I was in London the day it was announced that we were going back to work. It was a
black day for me. To see men crying in the streets, we have been betrayed. Worse was to
come. | had taken a knock but my wife had taken it worse than me, devastated but more
...... it was painful for us and still is. The return to work was a killer. The first time we went
down Tony Clegg was there, so I turned around and went home. The next time no Tony and
the men went in. It hurt me to see the men going down the lane knowing mates had been
left outside, it was wrong, still is and always will be.

I did not return for a few weeks. For on that day in London, the ‘boys in blue’ had banged
me against a column outside the TUC H.Q. and put my ribs out (very painful).

On reflection, I was lucky I went out and did something. I believe that we were beaten,
not by the activity of the few, but by the inactivity of the many. So next time (and it must
come) don’t be doing the garden all the time or watch TV all the time, Give some time to
where it matters, it’s not easy, but it's good and next time WE WILL WIN.

*Behemoth: A mythical creature of awesome and terrible power, unstoppable in pursuit of
its ends.

THE AUGUST INVASIONS.

In August the Coal Board, in joint organisation with the police, decided to take the
offensive. They had successfully (more or less) blocked the picket advance into Nottingham
and the southern coalfields. The daily skirmishes were costly in injury and manpower, so
someone decided to counter-attack. This was to take the form of a scab at every colliery. If
they could put a scab in every pit, the propaganda teams they had employed on the TV and
Radio and in the Press could crow that every pit in Britain was working! Finding a scab,
especially in Doncaster was to be difficult, but the objectives nonetheless, apart from the
propaganda one, would also have the advantage of tying down the pickets to their own
back yards, and it would give an excuse for outright occupation of the militant heartlands
by riot police.

When the day dawned we were taken somewhat by surprise, we were waiting to go off
flying to some other pit in Doncaster when the news came, that two had gone into Hatfield.
The news spread like wildfire, and so did the fury.

A small crowd of police were in the pit yard, about an equal number of pickets.

The branch delegate and the chairman went down to see the management to ask to speak
to the people who had gone in (also of course to identify them). The scabs refused. The
pickets felt we ought to charge the police then and there and strike while the iron was hot.

With numbers so evenly balanced, the trunceons were already out, it was obvious it would
be a very bloody confrontation. The officials were against a charge at that time. Before
much else could be done police reinforcements started to arrive from Manchester, and they
set about pushing, kicking and jostling the pickets out of the pit lane, in the style of the
National Guard in Harlem, they shouted ‘Go home’ to men who had been bred and born in
that village. 5

It was obvious that the community had to be aroused, and loudspeaker vans toured
Dunscroft, Stainforth, Thorne and Moorends, urging every available person, men and
women, every fit person to head for the pit gates to defend the strike against the police and
scabs. Within minutes people were streming from every direction toward the pit, women
with their children, a team of young BMX riders from Thorne, the busses were full, and
people hitherto uninvolved left the club and made for the pit. In the meantime, initial fights
had broken out between the riot police and the small picket, The pickets made a valiant
charge against massive numbers, and, advantage of weight aside, the Manchester police force
had reacted with heavy brutality, there was a number of injuries. There was confusion and
disagreement between the branch officials, one set pulling the men back to the Welfare and
talking about meeting the gaffer, the others still touring the villages and urging all to descend
upon the pit. While the latter was proceeding, massive numbers of riot vans started pouring
into the village, school kids stood and jeered, women shouted as the police poured by, the
police shouted obscenities and stuck two fingers up at the kids, The scene was set,

ACCOUNT OF INVASION.

As the village folk assembled in their hundreds, the women from the support groups led
them in the singing of solidarity songs, an old woman walked straight up to the riot shields
and said; ““There’s nen of ye, would come from ahind there and fight our Kads one to one like
men. Any of wor men could fight ye lot, in fact ah”l fight ye mesell! ",

An old chap taking her side, proudly displaying his NUM badges, waving his walking stick
in the air and denouncing them all as cowards and ‘bosses lackies! '

The Union secretary, Peter Curran was escorted through the police ranks to talk to the
personnell manager and then successfully to one of the scabs. He agreed he had caused all of
them old mates of his to have been beaten, he had made a mistake, he would rejoin the
s;:‘rifke if there was no further action taken against him. This was only half way through the
shift.

The branch officials adressed the men from a nearby wall, there was some disagreement,
but generally it was accepted that this man walking out to rejoin the strike was a propa-
ganda victory for us. We would not abuse him, we would instead part and form two ranks
and turn our back on him as he emerged. So it was, flanked by the secretary and the person-
nel manager he walked through the (almost) silent crowd. As he emerged from the ranks of
men, the women had no such restraint and ran after him calling him every form of abuse
they could lay their tongues to.

The rest of the day while the folk waited for the other scab to come out there was running
skirmishes here and there, particularly round the tip. The young miners, accompanied by the
BMX Brigade and scores of young children would swarm up the tip, closer and closer to the
rear of the colliery. Each time they drew too close the doors of the riot vans down in the
colliery car park would open and, shields glinting in the sun, three abreast, the robotoid
ranks would march up toward the sound of the jeering pit youth. Sometimes the crowd
would back off and the ranks would stop, sweating in the sun, motionless, then retreat.
An hour later the surge of youth would spread quickly towards the washer and suddenly
riot vans, lights flashing, sirens sounding, would bump out from cover and charge the crowd,
a hail of stones and rocks, the police vehicles swerve and bump, the crowds close in whoop-
ing, and the landrovers retreat chased by an army of small children, then a rush from below,
and a determined sorty of riot police rush out to cut off the youth, a brief stone throwing
defensive action, then a mixture of panic and mad comedy as the crowd realises that this
charge is in earnest. The crowd take off, half of them straight down against the railway
lines, pursued by police in black pyjama suits, train passengers stand at the windows and

stare as hundreds of young people run across the lines in front of the train, and round the
sides, while screaming police flood down the embankment, impervious of the spectators.
Down the other side of the tip the bulk of the crowd runs back toward the village pursued
by police jeeps and snatch squads, hysterical laughter, youngsters falling down and rolling,
village dogs joining in the romp and here and there a few gypsies horses frightened by the
confusion gallop along in the middle of the throng. It is just like a game of chase, but with
deadly penalties for the losers. Just as the crowd starts to reach the bottom of the tip a big

convoy of police vehicles, dog vans, horse boxes, and jeeps is passing along the road. To the
cops in the convoy it looks like an ambush as hundreds of youngsters suddenly appear and
let fly with a massive cannonade of bricks and scrap metal. The deluge is such that the lead
vehicles swerve and mount the pavement, some collide, the back doors of the last two vans
swing open and the police prepare to dive into the crowd, the open doors however, are the
best thing that’s happened all day and an accurate stream. of half bricks belts into the backs
of the vehicles. Doors are grabbed shut as young heros and heroines rush at the doors, hormns
are sounding, shouting and hurried departure as the convoy, beating out a drum roll of
bouncing bricks flies down the pit lane. Then renewed and more serious panic as it is
suddenly realsised that in the joy of taking the convoy by surprise the snatch squad and
shield carriers are down the tip and almost upon us. There is mad flight over walls, into
houses where people have come to watch us at their doors, small bands dash up the side
streets and down the back lanes so commonly visited in earlier games of chasie, out onto the
main street to try and mingle with the crowds. Meantime small squads of sweating police
patrol the streets, pointing truncheons at people in their gardens, grabbing youths sitling on
walls and pushing them around. They ARE an occupation force, they jump over walls,
swagger up to front doors........they are an armed mass in an unarmed field of resentment. As
they swagger out of the side streets, some wave their truncheons over their heads in a ‘come
and get it’ fashion, others smack the stick into the palm of their hand in a gesture of a club
hitting a head. Fear now in the belly of some kids. Younger ones now being dragged into
houses by their fright,ened parents, older youths ordering vounger ones ‘away home, there’s
going to be trouble’, Some children, mixed up with exhilaration, exhaustion, mortal fear and
a confusion of thoughts simply burst into tears or tears and laughter.

There is a lull,
As the day drew on, activity started to hot up down the pit lane, there was a rumour
through the crowds, a pressing forward, the police started to ‘tool up’......the scab bus was
coming out. In the wings the riot cops began pointing their truncheons at various folk in
the crowd, picking their targets, visors were down, shields held up.

The tactics of the Doncaster pickets have always been to do the unexpected, to take the

cops by surprise. With this in mind, we organised a sit down in the middle of pit lane. This
was meant as a tactical device to obstruct the bus coming out, and to make its’ progress so
slow the village folk could let the scab on board exactly what we felt about him. It was also
meant to take away the excuse the cops had for breaking skulls. The logic was that the cops
would be forced to lay down the shields in order Lo pick up or drag away the miners sitting
in the road. This would stop them wading in and meantime give the scab a heart attack by
preventing him from being whisked away rapidly through the village. The order came;
“SIT DOWN". It was not a very popular one, the pickets felt vulnerable on their backsides
with the riot shielded cops towering above them, truncheons drawn.

Still, they sat. Many of them, anyway. Others withdrew to the sidelines. Among the

squatters were old retired men, and Kkids not yet left school.
The frenzy of police activity was reaching the time, the inspector came out with his loud-
hailer; “Disperse’......... no movement; “Disperse”....... still no movement.

“All right, if you won’t move, we’ll have to move you! . And with that the snatch squad
police in the black cat suits dived out and started grabbing youths from the sides. In an
instant all was chaos, truncheons flaying left and right and a major push forward by the
police, men and boys struggled to get to their feet to get away, many were caught with their
backs to the advancing police still sitting down. A young boy on a bike had been going past
the lane just as the charge started. he was swept from the bike. and it lav abandoned. A
few bricks and bottles were hurled to steady the advance and give the lads a chance to get
away, but the police were in full charge. Women and children scattered, old folks were hit,
and some lay in gardens, the police were determined to wipe the people off their streets. In
the middle of all the furore the scab bus inched its way out of the pit lane and away off to
Belton where Mr Freeman, Hatfields’ number one super scab lived.

Later, as police held control of the lower part of Emerson Avenue and the pit lane, the
windows in the pit club went through, one lump of concrete thrown through the window
was so big that it could only have been hurled from immediately outside, i.e. where the cops
were.

As they patrolled the streets, swinging the truncheons, women folk stood in the gardens
agd mocked the cops, cheeked them up, while in return the police issued streams of foul
abuse.

The pickets had used a big frame tent as a shelter at the top of the pit lane. With that
ground now held by the police, the tent mysteriously took fire, the first of three attacks
upon picket shelters, the last one with a wooden hut on site, came as police threw rocks at
the hut, this being admitted by the investigating sources.
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Notes:

@ Came into the strike with peacetime generals. You won't go wrong if you
follow the ordinary pickets who always know what is to be done.
® Mass picket of Syston TNT, Leicestershire, Saturday, 20th September.
® Oxford regular picket, meet 10pm, Saturdays, Gloucester Green Bus Station,
pick-up point for the TNT depot. '
® Wapping scab in charge of machines, Wally Edmunds.
® Catering manager scab, John Stew.
@ Wapping 481-4100, Rupert Murdoch ext 5310
Bruce Matthews ext 5309

Wednesday evening

Andrew Neil ext 5640
Tudor Hopkins ext 5640 (Personnel
Bernie Clifford ext 5026 (Personnel)
ex-Sogat clerical, Frank Barrow ext 4284 (AAD Group Head, Display)

Paul Clatworthy ext 4287 (AAD Display Ads)
Terry Hobart ext 4288 (AAD Co-Ordinator)
Yvonne Kingdom ext 4R274/5 (AAD Co-Ordinator)
Ron Pike ext 5953  (Court/Social)
Les Tanner ext 4282  (Asst Manager Display)
Shirly Margolis ext 5345 (Ads Manager)

®@ from a Kent newspavner

AL mail, threats  and dhe nanager  of  Lavells. Main - coming to get you and your family.  Lusted Hall fane, Bicein 1N,

tiells have forced B o i1l
newsagents  to keep  early
riornme vigils on deliveries of
{hie Sun and The Times.

omd, Bigpan HEL, now cets up at 3
atns to gather in the buidies of pagers
as they are dilivered., Since Janumary
e bhas been coimbatting dawn raid-

§

cuohave Jeft his copies scattered

See you soon,™

Lin Good, manageress at Findlavs,
has had her bundles stolen on three
onceastons, The Times md The Sun
were hittered across nearhy Sunning-

;.
Security
“We have taken the most stringent
security measures, Hoamvone clse
wanis us to help them with  this

1 he shopheepers are suffering  across the rood,

trom a backlash of focal feeling pOStQTS

sarovoned by the News Inter-

vale Avenne angd ‘_hlﬂl’!!‘(' i dusthons, prnhlcln. we would hc h;.pp\ {o u“ ¢
Fhesinee problem sasreported by them some  advice.”'  added  Mr
Bronda Raobey of Rosehilt News-e Koo

. Yosters stuck T ' ik ' . :
national 1 te at  Ruovert ‘ ol ""","“ h", ""h_"(’ window uenis, Roebitt Roadd. He made the investment when
Pl IO R T @ HPCTL have increased in their sinister tone ~ ol - : '
Wi f s g ¢ LAX Fonr close-carcm! cameras costing delivery drivers were threatened on
ivaoch’s controversiak  — the Latest daubed on the back: v o060 : PR bV NS . - £
W ; | ek y . 7 LA T L 00U Dy e ieen mmsiaadico by Naeem the irs day ol the News Inter-
apping plant, Webnow where youlive and we are  Koaeim, o partiierat Fusicd Stores e national disp‘ulc.

® bam to 7am approximately every morning thete are about 8 scab vans in
cafe beside rail bridge in Wandsworth Rd, vans left unattended.

@ [NT lorries have been seen unloading and transferring papers to "white
wliece" 1n Alexandra Park, N22 at S5am. Haringey ouncil own park.

® Bad apple department; A picket relates the story of one copper new to
Wapping who had not realised his job was to get the lorries out.

® Rupert Murdoch's daughter lives in Fentiman Rd, London SW9 and can be
seen 1n the butchers shop at the Oval opposite St Marks Church in SWS8.

@ Greetings from Rottingdean. The south coast is recovering after the visit
of printworkers kids who were in the rest home for a holiday. Rottingdean
and the surrounding area's are now fully aware of what's going on down at
Wapping. Stickers, posters and leaflets adourn the area. A few incidents
occurred as when a lorry driver who kept flashing the Sun to the kids had
rubbish tipped in his cab. Also most newsagents had other tabloid dailies
placed on top of the Sun. Also the row in the local swimming baths between
local kids and parents and printers kids and their parents with which
printers were called Eastend scum. The spirit of the children was an in-
spiration to us all and if this was as strong in us adults it would be wel-
comed. The children would also like to say a thank you to all who organised,
donated and put up with them for their two weeks stay at Rottingdean Home.
® Letter: The Picket is always read. The ones that are accounts are better

taan those with boring political generalisations.

Income: £43.52 NoW Publishing chapel
collection; £7.40 Southampton; £4 NGA
strikers; £6, £6 S. Mirror waredhouse;
£2.cop's sonj; -£1 Sogat -member; £1 half-
wit; £4.67 bookshop sales; 50p a body;
£2 working member; £5 NGA minder.

Pl g B ke L0nE avalilable,
send £1 in stamps to address below
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2pm March from

Temple tube

to Wapping

EACH SATURDAY EVENING THERE WwWiLL

Picket l 19%th September BE A MAJOR DEMONSTRATION AT

WAPPING IN SUPPORT OF THE
PRINTWORKERS DISMISSED BY

RUPERT MURDOCH.

MARCHES BEGIN AT 8 30" AT TOWER HiLL

c/o Housmans, 5 Caledonian Rd, Ldn N1
Publ. by picketing print union members

IummLMe

FRIDAY
197TH SEPTEMBER

ASSEMBLE 1.15 PM
ARUNDEL STREET, W(2

MARCH LEAVES 2PM

March through Fleet Street fo
Wapping
Rally Wellclose Square

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

BRENDA DEAN TONY DUBBINS
HARRY CONROY
Spemsared by: Lonaen Dutrict Cownal SOGAT (Sec. Chris Rablbne) |

London Reg on NGA (Sec. Bill Bosroif)
Londen Branch AEU (Rl Simmaonds) & NW

Awtuces v ey asrers Lsresed (T}

Morning Star,
20th September

PRINT union SOGAT general e

secretary Brenda Dean faced
heavy criticism from representa-
tives of Fleet Street members

on Thursday night when she

informed them of the executive

council’s decision to ballot . g = 3

members on Rupert Murdoch’s
offer to the sacked workers.

w{s. Dean agreed to call for SEtadiE

trade union support for the
demonstration at Wapping on
September 27 called by the
Liaison Committee for the de-
fence of Trade Unions, if it is
stewarded by SOGAT members.
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RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE PRINTWORKERS

JOIN THE PRINTERS AND
TENANTS DEMONSTRATION!

ASSEMBLE:GLAMIS ROAD/HIGHWAY E1
8.30pm, SATURDAY 20th SEPTEMBER

TO MARCH ON
FORTRESS WAPPING!

NO
STERILEAREAS

IN TOWER
HAMLETS!

Resident's march
at Wapping Lane

RSO

v 4% 4 bri. L L. ny i Ao =
N COMMITTEE, o7 00 ag s wog)
"

NATIONAL MARCH & RALLY

6,000 SACKED PRINTWORKERS
SATURDAT 27th SEPTEMBER 1986

ASSEMBLE TOWER HILL AT 7.30pm
MARCH TO THE FORTRESS - 8.00pm
COME IN YOUR THOUSANDS, BRING YOUR FAMILIES,

BRING YOUR DANNERS- SHOW MURDOCH & MAGGIE
THAT THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

JUST LIKE THE PRINTWORKERS WILL NOT GO AWAY.

NATIONAL TU. & LABOUR SPEAKERS

:gﬁ

. . |
SOGAT-NGA-AUEW -

coMMITT MR
' DEFENCE OF TRADE  UNIGNS."

NEWS INTERNATIONAL DISPUTE.

in support of the
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SUNDAY 28 SEPTEMBER, 1986

THOUSANDS REJECT OFFER

-

“Scabs’ Night Out” ran into
stormy scenes when a crowd of
S sacked printworkers and
their supporters interrupted
the scabs™ jolly jaunt on the
Thames at Charing Cross pier.

The scabs. escorted by only
three policemen, arrived at the

On September 25 a mass meeting of sacked printworkers
passed a resolution in which they totally rejected ‘“the latest

final offer from News International’’.

The resolution went on to call for ““an escalation of the
dispute’ and the explusion of the EETPU from the TUC.

The meeting was called as part of a campaign to acheive a
r?{"ection by the sacked strikers of the latest News International
offer.

A spokesman said ““the thousands present were clearly not
interested in compensation and recognition for scabs.” The
meeting called on the TUC and other unions “to actively
support the Wapping dispute."’

September 12 looking forward
to their boat trip “‘reward™ for

A FORTRESS Wapping embarkation point on Friday, the police van, the RIRMA

ladies chanting *‘Paper boys,
paper boys, etc”” and mortified

service beyond the call of police found their van wouldn't

decent duty.

Pickets, determined to give
them a warm reception, gath-
ered at the pierhead at 7.05pm
greeted the arriving inhabitants
of the Fortress with a hail of
flour bombs, bags of ink,
tomatoes and oil.

Two minibuses of would-be
satlors. late arrivals, took one
look at the scene and hurriedly
departed. At one point pickets
seized the gangplank, hoping
to make the scabs walk it, but
the arrival of police reinforce-
ments forced a retreat and the
boat left the pier half-empty.

The pickets then surrounded

start.

Meanwhile every bridge
along the Thames was invaded
bv police looking for pickets
who were attempting to con-
tinue the barrage as the boat
passed beneath.

The pickets, returning to the
pier at | 1pm were told that the
boat had been forced to dock
on the other side of the river
and the man tidying up said if
he’d known they were Mur-
doch scabs he'd never have
allowed them to hire the boat.
As we go to press we're not
sure whether the boat was the
Marie Celeste or the Titanic.
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no-zs Sunday 28th October

Picket

The "East London Advertiser" claims to represent
real Fastenders. This newspaper recently celebrated
1t8 125th "anniversary. 1t did“so ‘with a‘pulleout
supplement outlining major events 1n recent East
End history. It showed this and it showed that. But
nowhere, not once, in not one single half i1nch of
column space, did it say a single thing about Cable
Street and about East London's magnificent turnout
to block Moseley and his marching Fascists in the
1930s. Lies, damned lies, and journalism.

Reading an account of recent excavations, 1in a
copy of "The London Archeologist". Unlikely though
it may seem, this august publication contained 1n-
formation that is of interest. It refers to a site
that lies on Ratcliffe Highway, directly south of
St George's in the East. What was that site? It was the sight of a Fort.
Not, as you may suspect, some ancient ancestor of Rupert Murdoch's "Fort-
ressuWapping”. No, "this 1s another fort. It is a fortification erected in
164 8l the etarl 6f 'the English Civil.War., Or -:let us not distort his-
tory - at the start of the English rRevolution.

suffice to say that in L1622, TR S people of London (sick. tothe.backteeth
with the ecorruption, greed and idleness of the Royal Court, the King and
his hangers-on) drove the King out of London. But in order to ensure that
he never returned they set to building a wall, a massive military defence
all around the City of London. This wall was enormous. It was massive. It
was made of earth and stone, with an accompanying ditch. On its outside, it
was elghteen feet high. It was nine feet thick at its base. And it was
eighteen miles long. It ran from Wapping, all round through Mile End, Brick
Lane and Whitechapel, right through to Westminster and Vauxhall and then
back, ‘on._ the other gide.of the-river,.to Rotherhithe.

Writers of that period describe how 20,000 people - approximately a tenth
of the population of London at that time, picked up shovels and earthbas-
kets and went, every day for months, to help build this wall. Imagine what
an incredible fact - of resistance and of struggle - that must have been.

John Milton, writing in 1644, describes how the people of London laboured
not only in defence of their city against Royalists, extortionists and op-
pressors, but also to build a new world, a world of freedom and ideals;

"Behold now this vast city, a city of refuge, the mansion-house of libher-
ty, encompassed and surrounded with God's protection; the shop of war hath
not there more anvils and hammers working to fashion out the plates and in-
struments of armed justice in defence of beleaguered truth, than there be
pens and heads there, sitting by their studious lamps, musing, searching,
revolving new notions and l1deas, wherewith to present, as with their homaze
and their fealty, the approaching reformation; others as fast reading, try-.
ing all things, assenting to the force of reason and convincement."
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F EACH WEDNESDAY EVENING THERE WILL |  sooies march towards P fonl C/ speeches e EACH SATURDAY EVENING THERE WiLL
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PRINTWORKERS DISMISSED BY
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Wednesday 17th September, Wapping

I'he evening march went of as scheduled on the 238th day of the strike. Five
hundred made the trek to strengthen the picket lines. Pickets discussed how
to overturn the ballot; how to shore up and strengthen the will of the

wedker elements in the strike, extend successes in picketing and isolate
national leadership of the union.

f'riday 26th September, Wapping

Assembled at Tower Hill in the morning for a sur-
prise march. Scab bus loading up. Several pickets
PUET up to confront 1T but pulls SwaYy. 2vaall 4 1.l
street for an impromptu march. oScab bus coming:.by.
Plckets try toistand 1n frent ‘of 1t &nd kick and
pound on the sides but gets past. Lone police wvan
follows, revving up engine to try to prowvoke the €\ : B
pickets, instead it breaks down twice. March pro- & NG
ceeds alonz lThe Highway,. then north on Engipgn.and /YW E30) (A KA R
east on Cable, down Cannon St Rd to The Highway g Nwm)'
f 72
| € B
X

Thursday 18th September, Surrey

from the Saturday Guardian, "Two policemen and a lorry driver were injured
when thelr vehlcles were attacked during Thursday night with petrol bombs,
bricks and nails by 200 pickets demonstrating about distribution of News
International newspapers. Police were called as the crowd gathered at the
INT lorry depot on the Brooklands industrial estate in Byfleet, Surrey.
Missliles were hurled into the compound."

"Mr Bric Hammond, general secretary of the electricians union, the EETPU,
was yesterday barred from an electrical workers' conference in Oslo after

peing barracxked outside the hall by Norwegian printers protesting at the
EETPU's role in the Wapping dispute.”
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again and over to Wellclose. Ranks are showing,
Candidates have not. Police strikebreakers are
concentrated in Virginia ot.

"NO ONE'S \\
GoING TO MAKE ME )
REDUNDANT," /|
o |
/
N

Friday 19th September, Wapping

Good spirit as over a thousand striking printers and
supporters marched from Temple tube in the after-
noon. As it passed thru Fleet St groups of workers
assembled in front of their temporary workplaces to
cheer the marchers on. When the mareh arrived at

Wapping the arranged speakers didn't have the nerve
to show up.

Saturday 27th September, Wapping

Thousands from Soecialist groupe swell the 92nd mareh to Wapping. Unfortu-
nately they don't stay long. Later the police make some arrests when push-
ing a few hundred off The Highway at Virginia St but an hour later it is
retaken for a brief period as police numbers dwindle. Later numbers of
pickets congregate at several points, including one hundred at Wapping in
the middle of the night to jeer scabs. The police strikebreakers have
trouble getting thelr lorries out as several juggernauts are bricked
several times.

No Surrender

oaturday 20th September, Wapping

While 400 pickets took part in the regular bash from Tower Hill, local
residents led printworkers and other trade union members in the third march
organised by Tower Hamlets Printworkers Support Group. About 1500 set off
from Glamis Rd along The Highway to Butchers Row then west down Commercisal
Rd, then south on Cannon Street Rd past the Cable Street Mural to King
David Lane and onto The Highway again. The march arrived and stayed at Wap-
ping Lane some time to jeer the assorted low-life from Fortress Wapping as
1t scuttled off at speed through the back streets of Wapping to escape by
Thomas More St and St Katherines Way, possibly later than usual. After the
local march had returned to Glamis Rd to hold a brief vigil before disper-
sing several groups of pickets took up positions in the area to stone and
harass vulnerable scab vehicles throughout the small hours, unmolested by
the scum. The hapless bluebottles were given a comprehensive run-around.

Frayed tempers frequently snapped and several local residents were stopped
from going home by the police.

Wednesday 24th September, Wapping

In the daytime several residents stand for an hour at Wapping Lane to scab
off the strikebreakers.

A slow march to Wapping from Tower Hill in good weather. Yet another so-
1lid response to TUC 5 proposal to surrender. No matter how neutred these
marches have become thru Co-operation with the police, these marches are

still necessary as an efficient way of bringing numbers to the picket line.

Thursday 25th September, meeting

About eleven or twelve hundred rallied at Westminster Central Hall to op-

pose the deal. Most sections of the strike are involved in this meeting
but there are also some other meetings to oppose the deal.

Thursday 25th September, Wapping

Going down to Wapping for a few hours even if it is "boring". More boring
to. stay. at nome. Feel better -for it. "Scabl.

South Wales Echo 27th August

Union order

printers to
scrap demo

HUNDREDS OF South Wales print
workers have been told by their union to
stay away from Wapping this weekend.

The Wales and the West
branch of SOGAT ’82 had
planned a march and rally
on Saturday at News
International head-
quarters.

But they have been
ordered by their national
president to cancel the
demonstration at Mr
Rupert Murdoch'’s
London printing plant.

A local official said
there was a worry that
another union were hold-
ing a rally on the same
day and any trouble could
mean ‘“legal ramifica-
tions” for SOGAT.

A High Court judge

recently banned them
from mass picketing and
restricted protests to six

pickets at the main
entrance.

Withdrawn

They were also warned
about organising demon-
strations or marches
which involved ‘“‘commis-
sion of wrongful acts” like
nuisance or obstruction.

A letter cancelling this
weekend'’s rally has been

issued from the Wales and
the West branch head-
quarters at Pontypridd.

It says that the event —
previously sanctioned by
the union’s head office —
had to be called off
because permission had
been withdrawn.

The Amalgamated
Union of Engineering
Workers are organising a
demonstration on Satur-
day afternoon.

A spokesman for the
SOGAT branch said they
were ‘“‘more than disap-
pointed’”’ by the head
office instruction and
would be seeking a
detailed explanation for
the last-minute decision.

About 500 people were
expected to travel from
South Wales and the West
Country for a protest
including a march from
Tower Hill to Wapping —
the centre of the row over
the sacking of print
workers.




Notes

e

® Corrections to previous issue:

1. scab Martin Barber has moved

2. scab Alan Alltimes has left Wapping

3. scab Alan Butcher has moved

4. Wally Edmunds is in charge of maintenance not machines
® Letter from Bristol:

Western Webb Offset used to print Murdoch's News of the World at a
factory off Bath Rd. 1n Bristol until flying pickets from Wapping stopped
one whole delivery losing them the contract. This was well over 2 months
ago so it's old news, but when somebody found another disused building of

theirs 1t seemed an ideal place to squat for a benefit towards the
prinvers ghruggle.

arly on picketing in Bristol

® Clerical scab: Gerpy,matddid,. 3 Milton Cottages, 109 Butchers La, Mere-
worth, Kent

® Times NUJ scab: Clifford Longley, 24 Broughton Rd, Farnborough, Kent,
0689 57812

@ 7

EETPU scab worked as a milkman for the Co-op before recruitment to Wap-
pinzs Peter Drinkwater, 6 Pondcroft Hatfield, Herts 63781

Concise written contributions welcome

Income: £5 NGA minder; £5 Southampton; 60p Leicestershire; 50p picket;
£1, £13.50 NGA strikerss: £2.67 bookshop sales; £5.90 clerical strikers;
30p green; £5 whip; €5 ST 'NGA 'machine; '£25.50 sales of part 3;

£10 S, Mirror warehous; 27p machine striker NoW; £2 casual machine;
£2.52 ST machine svrilkersjy £5-Corby

Picket c¢/o Housmans Books, 5 Caledonian Rd, London N1 9DX
Published by picketing print union nembers
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AND AT THC TUC CONFERENCE

On the Monday morning of the Brighton TUC
conference delegates' attentiorn was drawn
to the lobby outside in support of the
printworkers and calling for sanctions
against apartheid.

In spite of this being a large and milit-
ant lobby LGSP was disappointed Lo see
two large photograpns stuck onto the
Sunday Times NGA barner. The photooraphs
vere of Andrew Neil {the Sunday Times
editor’! posing with the late Vikki de
Lambray ‘the gay socialite:. Several gay
and straight people on the iobby asked
the printers holdirg the banner to remove
the photographs pointing out that they
vere offensive and arti-gay. iThey should
Just have ~orecentrated on Andrew Nell -

a boss who hates trades unions and gays.
Tre LLSP member 1n the lobby reminded the
printers there of how we had supported
them - fundraising, picketing etc. And
he asved for them to show solidarity

vith us and remove the otffendina posters.
The printers accepted thig and the
photographs were removed. The bacner vas
later shown on national TV minus the
photographs. UWe felt this was a qgreat
step foruard and something of a victory.
Irade unionists are starting to see that
the rights of lesbians and gay men are a
sericus 1issue, but it is still clear that
ve have to fight all the way to get and
maintaln them.

IANS AN
SUPPORT THE PRINTWORKERS

wE01 -

RIGHT ROYAL POLICC CHARGE

July 23rd was a special day for both
striking printworkers and LCSP. e bad
gathered at Wapping to oppose not just the
sacking of 5,600 prirtwvorkers but also the
sham of the royal wedding, including the
total disruption of central London with
full police co-operation,

As vast sums of money were being spent on

a couple of parasites' celebration of
heterosexuality and privilege (the royal
vedding) thousands of wvorkers have been

dumped on the dole, to join the millions
already on the poverty line., Fortress
Wapping celebrates the marriage between
the British State and multinational
business corporations,

On July 23rd the first march left Tower

Hill at llam taking the police by surprise
and blocking the entrance of the scab
plant for several hours. The LCSP banrner
wvas late but made up for lost time by
leading an 1mpromptu march of 600 print-
vorkers and supporters to Wellclose Square
and nearby streets. It was an event 1n
itself to have o lesbian and gay banrer
leading a group of striking workers.

In apite of the carnival atmosphere the
police made their usual point - a mounted
charge on the marchers. These brave

helmeted boys entered the true spirit of
the wedding with the royal wave, trunch-
cons 1n hand,

GAYS

HIGH COURT, STRAND
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THURSDAY, 2nd OCT., 10.30 a.m.

TWO MIRROR N.GA. GRAPHICS (HAPEL
F.O.CS IN COURT
FOR DEFENDING TRADE UNIONISM

COME ALONG AND SUPPORT

TOM HARRISON
& BILLY WELLS

TRIED ON PRINTWORKERS BEHALF
THEY NEED YOUR MORAL SUPPORT!!

BE THERE!

PN ok ke

LONDON MACHINE ‘,}
- BRANCH W

Bulletin No. S5
50 September 1986

DANGER:! POLICE AT WORK

As lesbians and gay men we have always
been wary of the police. So their activ-
ities at Wapping have been ot great con-
cern to us. When LGSP first put in an
appearance at a Wapping demonstration we
knew that if the printworkers decided to
turn against us we could not look to the
police for help. In the event we were
wvell received hy the printworkers and they
have been grateful and appreciative of our
support.

The issues of policing at Wapping are
fundamental to this dispute and yet are
brecader than most are prepared to ack-
nowvledge. VWhen the police have rioted,
intimidated and harassed the strikers and
their supporters this has only ever been
condemned in the context of a simple
trade union local dispute.

The increased politicization and militar-
ization of the police have come about
through non-trade union situations. Many
of the tactics seen at Wapping - snatch
squads, baton charges and the use of
cameras and survelllance equipment - have
been learnt in Northern Ireland. And they
have been perfected and refined in our
inner city riots. The police are now in
a position to harass and intimidate any
group they want - all in the name of law
and order.

The polilical parties, Labour included,
have ignored these threatening develop-
ments. Labour has ignored the dangers in
an effort to remain "respectable". They
have concentrated on attacking the waste
of resources, of how we should have locsal
policing. Residents of the local boroughs
- especlally black people - are well aware
of police harassment on their streets.
They are probably grateful for Wapping in
taking some of the local police off their
streets on Saturday nights. It is time
for people to ‘recognise the links betueen
groups under attack - lesbians and gay men,
biacks, the werking class and the unem-
ployed - whether or nol they are involved
in a trade dispute.
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N.0.W. Who pulls hardest gets most of the blanket

Table 1: Arrests on a weekly basis 28 January — 20 August Table 2: Police deployed 28 January — 6 July

No. 27 4th October 1986 5.00pm
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by Football Results
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Waeeks of strike Weeks
Source Mansard and Metropolitan Police S:\urce Hansard
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SCOTTISH FIRST

13 Bradford { Sheff. Utd | 26 Chester © Bris. C =
27 Dorlington @ Boum?mouth? MULTIPART LEAGUE 49 Airdrie | Q. of S 3

FIRST DiVISION 14 Brighton | Stoke @

(abour Research October 198€

1 Chelsea QCharlton | 15 C. Palace 2 Miliwall / 28 Doncaster Carlisle OFF 38 Bangor Gainsborough 50 Clyde | Morton 7
2 Coventry-uA. Yilla | 16 HuddfrshelfllDerby 0 29 Gillingham ! Bury ¢ 39 Burton Bofrow 51 Dumbarton 2 Partick 2_
p 3 aertog (,aAriend / 17 ::ull -I:sw;fh d’ ' 30 Port Vale ¢ Fulham | 2? :hYdle MMO""G " 52 Fortar 2 Dunfermline 3
T - S an. City | Leicester 2 — Plymouth | Leeds — Rotherham | Msb -' y orecombe 53 Kilmarnock { E. Fife |
| Q’“‘\E PO< : I P,p;]_"aph ’ 7th Uetober S Norwich I Q.PR. © ' 18 Reading 4 Blackburn © 31 York | p,:'o,,,ﬁe:dos 4 42 Southport Matlock 54 Montrose 0 Brechin2_
/Q/V 6 ‘ , é Nottm. Forest | Man. Utd | 19 Shrewsburyq.Grimsby ' | FOURTH DIVISION SCOTTISH SECOND
Fi SO at ‘'vote to accept LRN Valh Quimd | 20 Ssdend OFortamovth O 32 durnley | Preston SCOTTISH PREMIER 55 Albion 2 Berwick 0
YOURSELF outhampton 4 Newcastle est Brom. 2, am © 33 Cardiff | Crewe | 43 Aberdcen ] Motherwell 2. 56 Allca Z Queen’s P |
P AT 9 Tottenham @ Luton O THIRD DIVISION — Halitax | Swansea ¢ 44 Celtic2 St. Mirrer £ 57 Arbroath @E. Stirling ©
wl.AJPP?NG M d l , :? vaO“glrddlw‘e:t Ham '§ 22 B]ackpool { Walsall | 34 HO'C‘OI’dzl oe'erbogugho 45 Clydebonk.o Dunde@ L 58 Cowdenb'th bM'dOWbOHKL
ur Oc B. peace O er phv i S Pestd dupm 23 Bolton | Notts C | 35 Northampton 4-Aldershot 2. 46 Dundee Utd. 2 Falkirck ©  — St. Johntone © Stranraer 2
. SECOND DIVISION 24 Brenttord L Newport © 36 Orient | Southend @) 47 Hamilton | Hibernian 4. — Sten'muir | Raith l
. : 12 Birminghom | Barnsley | 25 Bris. Rov.3 Chesterfield 2. 37 Rochdale © Exeter ¢ 48 Hearts | Rangers | — Stisiing O Ayr |
By Tony Mac tire, Industrial Staff e s -

THE 4,000 members ¢ ihe largest print union, Sogat
'82 are believed to have voted narrowly to accept Mr

Rupert Murdoch’s £586 million peace offer o« nd fic

protracted Wapping di' hute.

ilore selections from "A year of our lives"

The purpose of this book isn’t to tell the tale of the pickets, their heroism, their tactics
or the things they encountered......... that will come out in the next one. Suffice to say,

from the day the call first went out for pickets, to the day we finally marched back to
work, Hatfield pickets put up a show second to none, indeed their positive and daring
approach had made them nationally respected.

Our ‘flyers’ were from the start in the teeth of the struggle and as such, they took a
heavy toll of casualties and arrests. From the first unofficial day of picketing with the
Armthorpe lads, almost for the first five months of the strike, the two sets of pickets
fought side by side. In the early months of the strike, the pickets were directed by fed-
erated H.Q.’s, each more or less within their own autonomy of direction and planning,
only calling upon each others resources when assistance was required or a big ioint ven-
ture planned. The Doncaster planning centre was virtually the centre of the storm troops,
it had almost twice as many as the next biggest force of pickets, and three times more
than the North Yorkshire centre. Within the Doncaster hard-corps, Armthorpe and
Hatfield were regarded as the ‘crack’ troops.

However, it wasn’t too long before the police became aware of this fact, and set up
their own tracking unit, which would hold itself in reserve for the appearance of the
Hatfield and Armthorpe men, and deploy some of their hardest characlers to the scene.
For this reason the Doncaster H.Q. had to forcibly split up and realign the two branches
for no other purpose than to give them a rest from the continous rough treatmenl they
had been receiving for weeks without respite.

Considering those facts and the earlier targetting of Hatfield as a hotbed of revolution
in 1974, it was not surprising (in retrospect), that when they planned to take in the token
scabs, they would come with an army of screaming psychopaths. They chose to invade
Hatfield on the 21st of August and Armthorpe the day after, on the 22nd. When they
came, they were fully aware that the strength of the miners rested in the unstinting
support of the community. In their eyes, therefore, the community at large, the women-
folk, the children and the local shopkeepers, were also the enemy. They would be shown
no more mercy than the pickets themselves when the time came.

The slow witted among the coterie of ‘left groups’ to intervene into the dispute, and to
pass judgement since it ended have only seen the ‘sharp end’ of the struggle as being
relevant, The clashes with the forces of law and order, the ‘Mollie McGuires’ and the
scencs which predominated the T.V. screens had largely been the scenes which had pre-
dominated their thinking also. They had seen these street battles and acts of defiance
to the States’ forces as the most important examples of class action. More far sighted
folk, among them, some of the local anarchists around ‘Black Flag’ etc, have seen that

it was the community response at large which was indicative of advanced working class
resistance

Although the passage of time will doubtless leave the scenes of Orgreave and Ollerton
fresh in the mind; the ways in which tens upon tens of thousands of people lived and
organised themselves for a full year, will fade from the collective memory. Yet this
village, and these others around the pit became the frontier of working class resistance.

How did the vast majority of people live for twelve months wilth nothing, or next to
nothing in terms of welfare and state aid? How did they feed themselves, organise their
lives, still manage the odd beer and the social? Ask the question now of friends and
neighbours, and they invariably say “l hardly know myself! ”’ But organise they did,
more importantly, they didn’t adopt an ‘every man for himself’ attitude, but organised
collectively, for each other. Showed that in the teeth of overwhelming opposition from
the outside, when the people, women, children and men stood together, they could take
it on and still come through it smiling................ just!

The Scab Watch Team.

A major component of minimising the number of possible scabs was the scab patrol.
The community was a strength of the strike, a person standing among his workmates and
neighbours was part of his character and life, to abandon the community and cross the line
was to take a violent turn against the communily. It was a great deterrant. Scabs would of
necessity go to extraordinary lengths to avoid detection, not greatly because of the threat
of violence, but rather the threat of lifelong social ostracism. The scab patrol was 50%
detection and 50% treatment. It would identify possible waverers, certain men would test
out the water by talking about ragging the sirike in and going back to work, just to see
what sort of reaction they would get. Some people were isolated and particularly vulnerable

to press distortion and Coal Boardsubversion.These would have to be watched, talked to,
and helped.

The strike committee had given permission to allow the Scab Watch Team to grant instant
forgiveness. It ran along the following lines:- if a man had been in for one day and then been
detected, the union watch team would be allowed to persuade the man to rejoin the strike
on the understanding the union would take no action against the man for his brief indis-
cretion, Where a man had just considered it, the problems would be talked out, and no more
said about it.

The watch team sometimes got it wrong and were sent Lo the doors of men totally
innocent, the innocent men were always totally outraged. Worse than a debt coilector
standing in the door was a member of the scab watch, the curtains would twitch and the
rumour would fly around......“ Has such and such gone in? Never!” Often where an innocent
man was visited it was necessary to put up posters and make public announcements that
such and such an individual was innocent and was 100% loyal to the strike.

The scab watch’s activities were aimed at avoiding trouble and keeping the line tight, but
members of it are rather reluctant to be named, so this article is anonvmous.

Prior to August 1984 the strike had been solid at our pit. But on the morning of August
the 21st along came the armoured bus carrying its’ cargo of strikebreakers, protected by the
odd policeman or two (4 carloads, 10 van loads and 4 motorcycles).

Any attempt to speak to members on the bus was thwarted by your friendly neighbour-
hood Bobby and the threat of arrest was alwavs there, even for breathing out of turn (with
friends like these, who needs enemies?).

It was from that day that the SCAB WATCH became an essential part in our dispute in
our attempt to identify and locate those who had been conned by the media lies and NCB
propaganda into returning to work.

A friendly neighbour and a good pair of binoculars soon helped detect the numbers
getting off and on the bus (the numbers were never those portrayed by the board).
Identification was made harder/as these ever so brave people covered their faces with

anything they could get hold of. Mind you, when the chairman of the NCB took to
wearing a paper bag, I suppose they were only following his lead and possibly thought they
might bring about a change in fashion.

Volunteers offered the use of their cars to follow the bus. This proved to be a failure at
first because, once tabbed by the police, cars were stopped for any reason they could think
up. Besetting was a charge the police were bringing back into vogue, and a serious charge it
was too.

You learn by your mistakes is an old saying, and we did. Cars parked strategically along
the possible route soon gave the drop off points, which in turn were watched the following
morning in the early hours. :

Faces were picked out and adresses detected, then came what was possibly the worst part
of the operation, had you got the right face and the right adress?

You soon knew if you were right........scabs all stuttered and a definite sign was shit
seeping from their trouser legs. (Some wised up and took to wearing bike clips, but the smell
was still there).

The excuses used by them were nearly always the same:-

No Money.

No help from the union.

Scargills strike.

We all had no money, or veryv little of it.

Food parcels, dinners, xmas parties were all given by the union.

Scargills strike....rubbish. [t took The Sun four months io convince these buffoons of this.
After the approach from the union some members saw the error of their ways, and rejoined
the strike, some had other ideas in mind. They had swallowed hook, line and sinker the
NCBs promise of protection and a job for life.

But reality is another thing, one certain craftsman in particular who thought he was the
greatest “I can get a job anywhere” is regularly seen visiting the job centre and coming out
with a face like a cows arse.

The facts are the NCB and the government no longer need them and have soon made them
redundant. Where are they now? Ail alone and forgotten.

The scab watch team was essential and if organised right will prove successful. It kept the
number of strike hreakers at our colliery to a minimum, and we say thanks to those who
took part in th operation.

FOR FUTURE REFERENCE:- Potential scabs, beware your sins will find you out! You

are being watched.

Saturday 27th September Additional. Later at night, scab white vans bricked in several places. News
received (though scarce) of picketing successes in Brixton.

Monday 29th September. The Southampton (EETPU) Scab Coach arrived along the Embankment spat
on time. By the Temple Inn, one or two heavy stones were thrown. The driver stopped just past the red
traffic lights. The doors opened and the scabs rushed to get off, to waylay the so-called villains, when from
Temple Avenue and John Carpenter Street more pickets (or so-called villains) emerged with even more,
heavier stones to lash at the scabs. Immediately the doors slammed and the infamous scab driver sped off.
What the driver did not know was that there were more pickets along the Embankment, and once through
the Blackfriars Underpass, more pickets were smashing the front windscreen, and his radio would not
work through the Underpass. Every picket escaped un-nicked, and the windowless scab coach arrived (on
time) at Wapping.

The Lofty Heights. A short while ago, “Lofty” attends a Print Workers’ strike fund-raising benefit. Next
thing, he’s jilted. This week on morning TV, he was interviewed, and as soon as he said he supported the
printers, the interviewer cut off.

Blackpool Trip: Wednesday 1st October. In the carly hours of last Wednesday, a small but determined
crowd eagerly awaited the arrival of their anticipated executive coach to Blackpool from Britannia Street.
On boarding, all hopes of a luxury trip were soon dispelled. The video was not working, as was the toilet.
and coffee and tea-making facilities.

Stops along the motorway soon got the message as to our object. Stickers and leaflets appeared in all
the usual places. Arriving at Blackpool about 11.45am, we quickly made our presence felt, dispersing with
newsagents placards advertising the merits of reading the Sun.

Outside the conference we set up shop and distributed leaflets, bags and hats, and put our message to
the locals. Sun readers in Blackpool were not hard to find. They seemed around everywhere one looked.
On visiting a club, a member counted 25 reading Murdoch’s Wapping rubbish.

Cross talk to a group of electricians ended with a victory for SOGAT, when gave them some home
truths. The Blackpool police, although still our enemy, were much more bearable than the Met filth.

A special mention should be given to two young sons of a member who travelled with us. They quickly
carnt the whipround we had for them, spreading the word among the Blackpool crowds. It was suggested
we borrow the 12 donkeys on the beach, take them back to Wapping, put on our visors and storm the gates.
A contented and tired bunch arrived back at Kings Cross about 11.15pm, with another job well done.




