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olitics,living rich-sort of trendy lefties
f the l880's.In l890,when her husband died
he was left economically independant and
motionally free to kick out the contra-

vdictions in her life and politics.She left
' Q

"0
~

u

E

i the 15 acre mansion and the ‘dozen indoor
o servants‘.and went to Battersea.Her ‘good

, works‘transformed into Radical activism,and
i for the next 50 years she was involved in
**the fight for Labour,Women and the independ

ance of Ireland.

-~‘-em-1h

E
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In 1902 she was involved in thelndependant

jPankhursts in 1907 and together with other
,rwomen formed the Women's Freedom League-F
:"0mr cause is not only votes for Women,
Zbut the binding together of all womanhood
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..with human rights".They were committed to
irect action and supporting women workers

in trades disputes and strikes.This organ-
~

isation'was finally disbanded in l96l,the
longestjlived of all those Women's groups

I‘ 1

set up fat the‘ begining of the century.
Duringiflwl whilst some suffragettes were
supporting the gbvernments war-the League
together with the East London Federation
Stuck to their politics and continued to
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working women on a practical basis to cope
with the unemployment and shortages as well
as fighting the government's curfew on women

SISTER I ""
COVER RE In l920,at the height of the ‘Black and Tan‘

IJHARLOTTE DssPAm:>=18LIl+-1939 SOCIALIST. “terror in Ire[I.and Despard finally broke with I
FEMINIST,SINN FEINER.
2"The history of the twentieth century

iwill show the rise of two great move-

Iqments-Women and LabOur'" From then until her death she lived mainly
Urn into a wealthy middle Class family’ A in Belfast working with Sinn Fein,opposing "

I Charlotte French,at 26 married more wealth. Paltition and the StOrmOnt,gOvernment, She
For the next twenty years she andsher
usband became a ‘radical’ couple,talking

I “as murderers.

Ean .._,

-—j'Z"'i

her brother,the Lord—Lieutenant of Ireland, I
and used her position to denounce the British

died in 1939 bankrupt,having spent her life
and her wealth for thea advancement of her
beliefs.Big deal.It‘s what women do all the '
time,though the vast majority of us don't
have that much to start with.However,Despard,
throughmher wealth andstatus,isthe visible ‘::

ace of the vast movement of women's politicalil 5
fury and resistance of that time H

\§S!iS~ “ '

7 II.=-S-I_I
i Labour Party. p, h ‘_

A committed feminist she broke with the  -'12"-'*=‘
As a result of several womens disappoint-

ment in the anarchists-feminists conferences  
which have taken place,a conference for
anarchist women is being organised in Leeds.

 The aim is to have a weekend event of
I workshops 8. videos,covering in-depth topics
I I on womens anarchist & struggles,& whats

e. happenhm;today.
The event isn't to be until May 1988,but

we'd like to hear from any woman who can,or
knows of,women who would be able 8 willing
to provide entertainment on the Friday
8./or Saturday. night.Anv ideas for workshops
8 women willing to research 8 initiate these
workshops,would also be appreciated.
Fflease contact:

F2E§5IE3T1EFQ
 C/El IUUMENS CENTRE'23-°\ uIUEJDHClUSE LANE

LEEDS.
hold their anti-war line.They organised with (send anvletters to this address too)
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Periodscanbepain,literallyandotherwise. Mostwomenexpmenstruation300timesintheir livesandwearesomethingofacaptivemarketwhenitcomestosanitaryprotection.Twomaincompaniesdominatethemarket—SouthhallsandTampax.They sell80%oftowelsandtamponsinthiscountryand asitsbeenestimatedthatndanaverage£400ialifetimeonsanitation,theyare makingalotofprofit.NotntheVATst15%wehavetoforkoutaswthereare alterntivestofgrkingoutyforyour

arealerience

4:-L,-_,

womensperyprotectomentio ell.But endlessl

tamponseverymon

1'1 3,

ore

Diaphragms-aswellasbeingacontraceptive,theycanalsocollectblood.Theyholdalotm thantowelsortamponsandarere-usable.UseKY jellytolubricateforinsertion.Simplyrinse andre-insertasnecessary.Theonlydrawback withthismethodisifinyourinapublicbog andhavetoleavethecubicletousethesink Menstrualextraction-usestheKarmencannula method,getsitoverintenminutesinsteadof fivedays.Canbeslightlypainful.Thismgthgdisstillillegalinthiscountryasitoouldtechnicallybeanillegalabortion.Ifanyone knowsanymoreinfoonthispditin_
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lease

Naturalspongesoftanddon'tirritetethe vagrna.Spongeshsmallholesabsorbmore,and apieceofstrontrdngneedstobetiedtoone eng.Washwithwewaterandsoap,squeezeout anre-nsert.Onespongeshouldlastseveral Per1°d5'itend°fPeriodtheyshouldbeboiledtosterilize.Someenvironmentalistserenow

1thathouldn'tbusedbecausthe o~seapThecho1cisyours,

-s wit gs rm
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spongessollution.

H8 rb

say abs
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HakeyOur.0WnithifltisWhatallWOMEHdidbefore eperiodswerecommercialised.Thebeetmaterialis terrytowelling(likenappies).Stitchitinto towelshape,severallayersthickandsewaloo madeoftapeontoeachend.Youwillndsh1%fashioned'be1t'toholdthemin10-
._§§§d_fi0beisterilised.AdoetPaceThey315°
averIgtiZnowels1'l°ulI-§_,s_];a's'b

them
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SanitéryProtectionandrip

Stealyour offinstead.
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ABORT_IQN BILL
-if $l"

Liberal MP 8 catholic David Alton,introduc-
ed a private members Bill on Dctober 27th.
'37-@5111 which proposes to reduce the l1m1t
for a legal abortion from 28wks to ‘l8.01nce
then,the media has widely publicised h1s
case 8- if it gets through it will mean disaster
for women S9E!i<lflQr8DCll‘lI.10fl.'E'>.
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Soclety for the Protection
of the Unborn Child 8 other anti-abortionists
fail to grasp,is that the age of the foetus
should not be the issue,what should matter,is
what a woman wants to put her body through.
She should have the right to decide whether
to continue the pregnancy or not,whether
she be 3wks or 30wks pregnant.The time
limit should be irrelex/ant.However,Alton
doesnot see it this way-all he knows is
that some babies which are born at 28wks
can survix/e,therefore women shouldnot
be allowed to abort their foetus‘ at this
point.The fact is,that in the future.,we'1l
be able to keep babies alive that were

- born at 18wks—so what then,do we reduce
abortion restictions to Bwks?
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itif a a
or the fact that women

find it hard to find sympathetic doctors;that
administrative delays exist;that abortion
facilities are totally inadequate;then abort-
ions over the 18wk mark would practically
be wiped out anyway.Most women infact
have abortions before ‘l2wks,this means
the treatment is much less complicated
8 so less dangerous 8less likely to cause
side effects.Those aborting later on in
pregnancy,are doing so mainly for health
reasons,ie. a 16wk amniocetesis tst has
shown the baby to be ‘abnormal’ in some
way-it is these women who will bear the
bruf|t_of Alton's Bill if it is pa
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htlng for 1s free
. abortion on demand,with sympathetic doctors

8 a society that doesnot fill women with
-=- i guilt for choosing to terminate a pregnancy-

let alone real sex education 8. accessible
birth control.l.|lomen have enough to cope
with without being forced into the hands

i of back street abortionists.
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people who work and sign on at the same
_time. Last year, 350,000 cases of so-
called fraud were heard, lHC1Ud1Hg 30
women who were being hired by a firm of
contract cleaners in Wetherby, &were all g

Q fined. The govt. reckon they save £40
million by chgrging claimants. i

The increasing number of DHSS fraud

. squads will be especially checking up on
i hotels and caterers, taxi firms, cleaning

2 companies and despatch riders — 100
i despatch riders have been done recently.
If you need any advice concerning
fraud squads, then get in touch with

Leeds Claimants‘ Un1on, 158, Hyde Park
Road, LS6, tel 753160
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The government 1s stepping up action against
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l. Take a large plastic bottle -
those 2 litre beer bottles are ideal.‘
Fill half and half with petrol and
diesel or petrol and paraffin. Cap
it. Wrap around it a rag soaked in
in same mixture. When rag ignites,
will melt the bottle, sending the
contents blazing everywhere. Good
for starting a fire but not to throw.
For a timer use a cigarette and match ;_
book — this will give you about 15 y
minutes. Tuck cig filter end into 0
matchbook andplace on combustible
material. Light cig. It will burn
down, igniting matches

Fl‘ '- 'F? ...._ .- .
_ ..-' "--.-. :- .. a

U-" _.-

2. For this you need one of those
fire extinguishers that contain
water. The top unscrews, exposing
the inner mechanism, which looks  
like a large version of a soda e 0 L

w%§syphon. Now just pour the water out
";and refill with whatever you fancy.
jE.g. paint for banks, oil for roads,
spetrol for refilling your pocket
lighter...Just screw the top back on
and away you go
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Very fat people (202.25?) attended Graeae ~
v Women s jgatre production 1n Bradford e

.recently,which probably shows the 1
eof interest in issues related tot

e;disability., (Graeae is acompany of
disabled actorsand actresses) 0

W Everyone who wasn't there missed agoodim 0

. _ _ --. -.
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GRAFAE

ssta
5 There were plenty of ‘serious’ points to'"

illthink about, but thegplay wasralso really“ "f--“'
tentre

disability

takingthe
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*--PlaY- -I've found withGraeae pr0ductions--i-v as .0 much 8.1.8.. in .h..,;,..i
Only pick up a fraction of the messages ~, Q

th@Y'resivihs,0ut;,,, ,  ,l i*'c -- r-Al
.The 4 actresses were disabled lbutib§e~ be

. ' 9 - .1."

,ébecause;

 lIt was 3 Pl3Y 3b0Ut aft, about the relation-
.w ships between women and men, and particularly

about the relationships between women andmwl

, other women. The latter relationships
~ were shown to be much more honest and caring
* than the former. w  

‘i¥‘“Y Pieces t.!1e,,ve,eee yere F'P1*yirig
T ;eebetituteia valuable SCu1pture in anaftT;;;"
iggallery for a copy. “One of them hidytbéffdkei

- _ .n,_ -- ‘e
v--~ -- 1 . '

». "P her Jumper, pretend1ng@to,b§ pregn;nt,ldt,_ m L S
l ' . . - . .._0 E i ..._....,,- -'-T--.---.v-.....__.,,,.__,,__,._,,i~‘,. ___ U‘ H

whileithe others provided B decoy ~ quite-ie- H M

fl ~ eeey when you're 1n'a“whéelChair1r"" ?~~-r“m~Q 4 J '"
;il‘.iiii'd ‘“1“t°r“t1"8 ‘*¢1‘-atI,»*~flII.eMHSi--renewal.

iffhe *’*P1aY~»*eee*el*ated
ei”ii<*>7-’*-,-i'w»£=eminism, 1" t‘0l»-"-@diSabili‘tyi,. g-i31'l't1 wteo :1,-so-eca fee

=.  i e- ~ ~e  e » ~w~ <"m.» Paar;ee+~89°? ei it efi S°hQ°1~ vhereee there.ere men?
ays at everyone canlparticlpate in the_lm_

e :‘§PF1~"d~i"8 -vievel ,eree- whatever their..- T
 _ iii ii.ri.‘B¥iPe,r,iéin¢¢i“or .abilityi.~e'_feDoing Y .s¢ae:h'in ':*.1.'.1'l8.t -
Rita ‘H. . _ _ I ,_, _ ‘_ ' . . %,. .. . __ _ _ It T Q H _ _.. _ _ :_ _fl L:

*--_..._.._.~__,“"-—--"“"""""',_ :91"?-'i',haPPY vwlth “rather than-"for, the  _ ii’
M +8PPr0V&1 of others, is more important,’and,

th1B was one of the messages of the play."-
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the Play didn't just deal withétnat il 0 Wif
' disabled women are involved with much mgre
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