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as this Bolletin goes to print we nave just heard of the decision of the
National Executive of the NUS ordering Seaiink crews on strike in
so1idarity* with the sacked P&O seafarers back to work. The original
decision of the HHS to defy the law and spread the action was an important
and historic decision pointing the way to a serious challenge to the law.
The return to work of Sealink, however is a very serious blow to the strike

I - I

and returns the Psfi strikers to e position of isolation. i‘ p

The following statement was presented to a meeting of the Solidarity
Network held at the Miners Welfare in Deal on Saturday May 7th.

At last a trade anion has stood ;, to Tory -union laws and spread the
action in defence of workers stru.ggl.e. has called out all its
members in solidarity with c strikers in Dover. The response of the law
has been to "ins the nus £1 O00, seouestrate the whole it its assets and
close down : offices. The " rightly say that members come before money.Q:-Ia »:"|"1-.-|1 :r‘fi<* »:tI‘..$3‘-1'3" UTV

-=5; '11 rs c1"
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JPrevious strikes, the miners and the tsorhers, were left to fight alone
and were defeated for that reason. . must not happen to the seafarers.
They are now fighting for the whole of the trade onion movement. They are
giving us the opportunity to mount a fight to defeat the anti—union laws.
For the i=Ii.iS defeat could mean the virtual end of the anion. The Dover
sackings are already 10% its membership. if F&O win the other Companies
will quickly follow suit ' an onslaught on working conditions — in line
with what is toting place in other sectors of industry, from the car plants
to the hospitals.

"in ,3"1.3 in"Pf tit1?"
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E‘O i-.41P41 ('1' IT

Support is being organised but more is needed. The NEG of the Labour Party
has rightly called for cash to be raised, but do they support the NUS in
breaking the law and spreading the action? fiorman Willis has been to ACAS
to try and do a deal with management, which failed because of the contempt
shown by eao. Instead of tryingVto do a deal Willis should be organising
TUC support for the 5. The TUCI called soccessifnl limited action over
GCHQ. This is a much H issue — the the courts are now making massive
intervention into the union movement. Tt-"1'CT'12 Bi65'a o.on I'D'2

To stop the seafarers being isolated the THC and other unions have to begin
to move. They have the authority in the movement needed at this time.
Supporting action should be called, either from the General Council or from
a special Congress. At the same time calls for action should be raised
within the individual anions, particularly those connected with the
shipping industry.

Support Groups played a major role in the miners strike and in the Napping
dispute. They are needed more that ever now. Like the miners the seafarers
have no means of subsistence other than the labour movement. Support groups
need to be set up and food andrmoney raised urgently. if this to be
successful we have to ensure that this issue, and the seafarers ase is
made central to everything siiich happens in the labour movement. They
should be invited onto every platform, to every conference and every event.
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All cheques should be made out to Dee} fibmens Support Groqp {do not.ment1en
the.NES or the strike} end sent to.Megnus House, %UZ1.Hi11, Deal Kent. A
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I ‘oeoeme interested in the i-‘Joiidarity 1*-ieteorit after being; introduced by
Terry French, e - -.=... miner. tie were only two eeeits into our strike
when the Kent Area the ens gene us solieerity and support by g1sing us
the use of their ice, itegness iioes=e, the Miners Welfare Club and the
benefit of tneir experiences durin the erases strike.
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Megness house is where we are nos based, we have e telephone, -.en end ea
large romm where we can noid eeetin The NQM hes given us tr Contatt
lists throughout Britain to es sloreed. tine wore about wnet Psi} are
trying to#cka"mo us the seamen. Ger food kitchen for deai is oases in the
Miners Weiiere Club enere we ere now ieedin 25$ people 7 days o week.I3‘-1
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The .- is not gust asset money or t,e l s we get, " t the ~
espects involves. in fierce lost year T7? people were tragically KlilEfl- -
a subsequent eneoiry P&O were H ‘ ‘cised For fitefii? 51$??? @§FT5t1nE
oroceoures and conien '~oare—less nee, Y6 5fii@E?- NGW, 1953 ~55“ One
l o A i ~~+ T Hs~e 1» e w Rho P ~ 3 ore He's ier *ee* tor
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less. They exoect us to jest sit heck end accept these terms.
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i personally think that menegeeents ons in setting out to smesh the
are e favour from Sterling teen Chairmen? to Mrs Thatcher. He knows that
is impossible for enyone to sort the conditions he is demanding.

Management are demanding -i we sort e system oi 7 days on and days
our the T? days on we so. . expeoteci to work for at lea... i6 hours
with hours off. During our hours off we eoelo be pet off pay. we would
have hours for meals end oreess and e. for sleeping. whilst sleeping we
would have to t up the general .. mdrona of the snip. continuing to
operate. The‘ . “ trig: to Zeeorngge, which tastes as hours end the
shortest to Ca is tekes ?5 minutes. -
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ri- '-..-.-J [nu-I-r U1In , day and age it snonid be every workers right to withdrew his or her
labour without being =.- the siiners, the print workers, the
Siientnisnt workers the T¥~AM teonniciens and many more. with groups H
the Solimdaritt? iiet=.».-ori-z we start linking tineser disputes togettier‘ find
learn from eaon other. I em - millions oi other eorkers, I only want to
live in this world - not own
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Jason Grooeoridge, Pefi strikers, Qover. _
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From Hoii Trades Council

The P&Oi " dominated soiidaritv work in Hell . recent weeks. The
Trees; Cguncil has worked oioseiy e l Huli dooters in raising support
for the strike. t
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The strike " all was for r says and £990 was raised.
Mach of " was Ffilfifim workplace v1s-ts the ease way money was
raises daring the tens -- Some oi these i*i' tenet - Yorkshire
were £209 was raised at the .rince oi Wales and the l l -
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