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To many English people anarchism remains what it has
been represented by the ruling cl assesof the world since,
seventy years ago, Michael Baku_ni_n first lit the fire of
social revolution accross the ski es-ofliurope - a creed of
terror and destruction, of chaos and fratricidal social
strife. -

To the ruling cl asses it is indeed a creed of terror
and destruction, for its success means the endof their
world, the end of ease for the fewat the cost of misery
for the many, the end of privilege and exploitation, of
the empire of money and greed.‘ _ t

But, as Mi chael Bakunin said, “the urge to destroy is
also a creative urge.” And in -the destruction of the pre-
sent form of society, the anarchists envisage not the em-
pire of chaos, but the growth of an integrated society of
free cooperation, where equality will become real, where
oppression and exploitation will be abolished, where men
will live in peace and trust in a society based on Jus-
ti ce and mutual aid between individual s, and where human
life, freed from the fetter of poverty andoppression, of
government and property, will develop with a freedom and
richness such as has only been approached spasmodi cally
at the most vital periods of the world's history. -

We will take i.t that no sincere man has any fundamen-
tal objection to our aim as stated in such general terms.
Almost every person concernedwith political thought will
agree that such a form of society is desirable, and the
attraction which the concept of freedom has for the maj-
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ority of the peopleofevery nation in the world is shown
by the way in which our rulersuse it continually in or-
der to induce their subjects to fight in the interests of
their respective imperi alisms. Even the political parties,
communists and socialists, which base their methods on
principles of authority diametrically opposite to those
of anarchism, at the same time claim as their ultimate
objective the anarchist society where the state will my-
steriously have withered away of its own accord.

These political gentry, however, pay only a token ad-
herence to the concept of a free society. _Their whole
technique is, in fact, based on a seizure of the machin-
ery of authority and the replacement of the present ex-
ploi ting class by a bureaucracy which will inherit its
power and therefore its opportunities of privilege.

This processisentirely opposed to the‘ concept of an-
archism, and it is mere childishness to suppose that any
class which has acquired power is likely to let it go a-
gain with any degree of ease. The state will never with-
er away. It must be destroyed at the roots.

Practicability Of Anarchism

The general objection to anarchism is, then, not on
grounds of its undesirability, but on the grounds of its
impracticability. A long period of education will he
needed, it is asserted, before they can be trusted not
to turn freedom into licence, and, therefore, human na-
ture being what it is, justice and equality can only be
given to men through the kindly supervision over their
affairs by governmental means. 'lhe anarchists, on the 0-
ther hand, cl aim that theirs is the only means of achiev-
ing a just and equal society, that government. is an in-
stitution that will of necessity breed privilege and in-
equality, and that, insofar as it is true to say that men
are at present unsoci al beings, they are made so not by
their innate characteristics, but by the fact that their
natu_ral aptitude towards mutual aid and co-operation for
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the fulfilment of common ends has been warped by the im-
position of a system based on coercion and deceit-whi ch
are flfldmllst always be the two corner stones of authority.

Let_ us examine the causes which are responsible for
the lnjustice and misery of contemporary society. They
are, briefly, the institutions of property and govern-
ment-the economic exploitation and political domination
of the many by the few,

The Class Society

Human society today-and thisis true no less of coun-
tries that have remained semi-feudal or have become pseu_-
do-soci alist than of the plu_tocratic empires of the West
-is divided into two cl asses, those who control the means
of production and reap the profits from their exploita-
tion, and the workers who operate the means of production
for the smallest wage their exploiters dare to pay them.
Between these two classes there is no interest in common,
and the rivalry between them is inevitable so long as the
exploitation of man by man is allowed to continue.

The anarchist therefore recognises the cl ass struggle
as an inevitable feature of present-day society, and al-
so as a necessary factor in the supercession of the gov-
ernmental society by the free society.

'lhe system by which the control of the ownership of
the means of production and distribution is vested in the
hands ofa fewis anti-social, not only from the fact that
it causes some men to enjoy plenty while the majori ty live
at or a little above starvation level, bu_t also becau_se
it results in a retardment of the exploitation of the re-
sources of nature and an artificial depression of the le-
vel of social life. The difference in the standard of hu-_
man life which would result from a free and equal distri-
bution of the present products of the land and of indu_s-
try is small in comparison with the vast increase in pro-
duction which would become available, concurrently _wi th
a great increase in leisure, if the means afforded by mo-
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dern science to improve production, bot-h on the land and
in the workshops, w-ereused to their full extent. The in-
terests of private ownership, however, forbid “the full
use of scientific knowledge in this respec'.t, and thus the
miserably paid efforts of the worker are largely wasted
on unp ro ducti ve toil .

The State
But the system of property cannot be dissociated from

the State, which began and has always existed as an in-
strument for the protection ‘of the ruling class control
over property. The state is the coercive superstr'u_ctu_re
on a property society which maintains, through its wea-
pons of force, such as parliament, the police and the ar-
my, the domination and prosperi ty‘ of the governing class
as against the exploited workers. The socialists pretend
that if private property is abolished, if capitalism and
landlordi sm are ended, -thenit will be possible to create
an equitable society by governmental mean-s, through the
institution of the State. The anarchist, however, sees in
the State the principal enemy of the working class. Even
where private capitalism and land-lordism are destroyed,
as in Bussi a, the continued existence of the state pre-
serves the institution of property.

T The meansofproduction may theoretically become vested
in the hands of the workers, but while the state remains
they will in practice be controlled by the ruling bureau-
cracy, who will become the dc fac to possessing cl ass. The
fact that the new ruling cl ass may have ‘come from the wor-
kers will make no difierence, for their situation will
force them to assume the role of an exploiting class. In
order to maintain their position, they will have to use
power. "Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolute-
ly." (These are not the wordsof an anarchist but the me-
lancholy conclusion of a Victorian liberal after a life-
time studying the development ofhuman institutions.) Po-
wer gives nrivilege, the privileges conferred by control
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of the good-of sociB‘_3Y= and it is proved by the verdict
of history that men who have privileges do not lightly
relinquish them or fail to make use of them for their own
ends.

Today the State is assumingamore dangerou_sandp@weI--
fu_l form than ever before. In every country power is pass-
ing steadily into the hands of the growing bureaucrat,
class founded by the needs of the state. Political and
economic control are coalescing into one body, so than
the state and its ruling cl ass can maintain more effici-
ently their control and exploitation.

It is clear, then, that if men are to become free and»
are to enjoy anything approaching a complete development
of their faculties, the state must be abolished, together
with the system of property, and other means of exploi t.-
ation, such as the wages system, which are contingent, to
1t. T

Making The Free Society

In the place of the state the anarchists advocate the
establishment of a society in which the principle of or-
ganization would be not the government of men, but the
administration of economic resources by means of the vo-
luntary co-ooeration of the workers.

In order to overthrow thepresent society and to esta-
blish the new one, we advocate the method of syndicalism,
by which is meant the organization of the workers in syn-
dicates or unions on an industrial basis, at their places
of work. Syndicates differ from ordinary trade unions in
that they are organi zed not primarily for the securing of
reformist amelioration of conditions under capitalism,
but for carrying out the social revolution by means of
economic action - al though they Suppflrt in BYEFY WHY the
day-to-day struggle of the workers both asameans of weak-
ening the ruling class and in order to educate the wor-
kers in the tacti csof the class struggle. The syndicates,
moreover, differ from centralized organizations with go-
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verning bureaucracies, they are federations of freely con-
nected groupsofworkers organized in the various factor-
ies of each industry.

In the present form of society the rol'e, of the syndi-
cates is to prepare the workers for the revolution. Bev-
olutions cannot be made, as Bakunin pointed out, but pre-
parations can be made so that when they occur the workers
realize what action to take in order to secure the suc-
cessful overthrow of the state and the establishment of
a free society.

In the prosecution of the class struggle the anarchists
reject all reformist orparli amen tary methods, which mere-
ly play into the hands of the ruling class and lead to
fatal class collaboration. The revolution may be main-
tained and won only by the direct action of the workers
themselves on the economic field where they hold the de-
cisive power. In the revolution the syndicates will be
the organizations by which the workers will carry out the
social general strike, seize the factories, farms and
railways, and expel the property owners and the represen-
tatives of the state.

Structure Of Anarchy
After the revolution the syndicates will serve as the

basis for the buildingof the new society. The industries
will be run by the workers themselves, each factory by
the men and women who work there, each farm by the farm
workers. The factories in each industry will be organized
into regional and national federations, for the purpose
of co-ordinating production, and in order to co-ordinate
the various industries there will be a general federa-
tion of industries. Distribution will be undertaken by
syndicates of distributive workers, who will run the stores
from which goods will he distributed to the people. Public
services, like teaching and medicine, will be undertaken
by the syndicatesof teachers, doctors, nurses, etc., and
such municipal services as are necessary will be underta-
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ken by local communes, which will also be federated re-
gionally and nationally in the same manner as the syndi-
cates. None of the regional or national federations will
be vested with any authority - they will be merely orga-
nizations for voluntary co-ordination and the transmission
of information.

With the ending of a property society, the state and
all its appendages will vanish. Afree society where there
are no vested interests will have no need of parliaments,
codes of law, police, armnies, etc., all of which are in-
tended to preserveproperty rights. The workers themselves
can be left to deal with any people who attempt to inter-
fere with their liberties, once they have gained them,

Another consequence o.f the abolition of property will
be the ending of the money andpwages systems, Whifih have
been among the most effective means of oppressing the
people in the past. Instead of money, goods will be di-
stributed to people who need them, and there will be no
attempt at the impossible task of assessing the quantity
of food given out by the amount or quality of work done

of food given out by the amount or quality of work done
by the recipient. Once the increase in production has been
expedited, the principle of “From each according to l'l1$
means, to each according to his needs," will be applied-

Evolution Of Freedom

As anarchism is based on the belief in a continually
evolving society, itis impossible to make any blue prlhi
for society once freedom has been achieved. The central-
ized, large-scale forms of industrial organization will
probably be followed by agreat decentralization of func-
tion and administration, abreaking into smaller function-
al and communal groups, and the break-up of the factor?
system, as well as a closer integration between town and
country are likely. But first the revolution must be made
and the present means of production taken over by the
syndicates and developed by the workers.
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This iszaperiod when the old social foams are passing
away, when formsofpower are changing, when the State it-
self seems to be driving humanity towards the chaos of a
new dark agecufbrutality and want. It is for the workers
to use their power now to destroy authority and the pro-
perty which it protects, and to erect in their place not
another edifice caf authority under the guise of"revolu-
tionary government'War'workers' state”, but the free so-
ciety caf anarchy, in which alone justice and equity can
determine the lives of|nm1 and human society develop in
freedom to aa stage uxf plenty and happiness for all men
which the developments of science and the resources of
nature have made possible in the modern age.
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