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fleece the domestic coal consumer.
S0 long as the present economic system
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Johnny Miner

March she told members of her management
team that it was important to display ‘firmness,

now planning to ballot members on industnal
action within Tameside council
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gangsters. And strikebreakers, like gangs-

ters, are not usually creatures strong on
moral obligations.

Brian Bamford
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drive an engine, operate a signal, or even tell
the time of the next train’

Neither privatisation nor nationalisation
gives workers real influence or control over
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IN THE scething P\\‘lh(.il scene 1n the Soviet
Union numerous anarchist groups have sprung

group o

INTERNATIONAL PAGE
ANARCHIST STIRRINGS IN THE USSR

union 1t will be. Itis a big jump from propaganda
industnal  organmisation!  The

Here is an excerpt from the policy documents
accepted at KAS's founding congress in May

\p.\m\h anarchists and with West German
‘Greens’. Membership in international organ-

SCIENCE—ECONOMICS

4

ELENA’S

Out of Step?

THE overthrow of the Ceausescu regime

SCIENCE:

destroyed institutions and suppressed free

Plessey, the MoD, elite members of
University Dcpdrtments and the Science
and Engineering Research Council. The
government were successful in diverting
researchers and resources from work in
areas like Linguistics, Psychology, and
Biology to I'T research because individuals

IRRADIATED FOOD
What next?

The government says that it will permit
food to be irradiated, inviting some ques-
tions:

Is it safe”? Food preservation either kills

M £ th Sred in the Confedera-  suggested name of the union is ‘Soprotivieme” 1989 Isations is not a question of current relevance in Romania bought a number of revelations thought under a cloud of scientific obscur- and institutions were only too willing to | or slows down the growth of micro-
\\ I k ‘ \ . 5 - ¢ » ‘. . : . . - - = ‘l

;m\n \!m\\n " hml\‘:\khl mtt\\\l\ AS). Togetan | ‘Resistance’) ‘At the current stage of social development, ‘“It's much too early’, ('“h‘“‘l““‘ '““'"""“‘ about life under the despotic president antism’. Malita celebrates the passing of chase the lucrative and prestigious organisms, some of which can be harmful,

'\ \ \\ \ \ : . - - > ’ . . B » " - ? . . . - ’ ‘ » »

W {‘\l w of thk <ituation l \P\‘kk \\”h \ ‘ “hn]” }\ \\ h.l\ no n\(‘n\l\cf gl\\lll\\ \h'k\”\ 'IH.ll\\l;lI .lnd \\‘n\n]l‘dlt'\ rkl‘“l\‘“\ dic \‘\”\Kl\K\ 1o dl\\ Pdr“tll'df {" H'Ufl;\ or Ul’ll'n\ ﬂnd hl\ “’lfc Elcnil A pcrfcct ||Iug[ra[|()n ( eausescy WIth thc pr() ce [hut R() ania ALVEY fund]ng ln unl\lCﬁl[y an I)’l hnIC and us( thcreforc Changc the Che lst .

-y ‘ involved in current mass working-class militancy, unavoidable. Attempts to suppress them will  for inte rnational activity’. The widening split m m cC m mistry

Gubarev. an editor of the monthly magazinc
Obschina (‘Commune ) which has come out in
Moscow since May 1987. He traced the path
of the group around Obschina from 1983, when
many of its activists were involved in broad
circles of the opposition and in the Federation
of Socialist Clubs. In 1986 they entered a clearly
anarchist phase, which culminated 1n the
following vear with the launching of Qbschina

I'he new pohitical chhmate under perestroika
mecant that publishing efforts and pohtical
activism 1n general attracted less repression
played a catalytic role in bringing
together anarcho-syndicalists, a process which
lcd to the founding of KAS in May 1989, 1989
was a boom vear in anarchist activity. | was at
a meeting in mid-November when representa-
tives of Leningrad, Gorky and Kharkov's KAS
publications came together to meet with Mos-
cow colleagues. It was established that the

ymbined print-run of their publications n
1989 was over 30,000. By comparn:-

O bschina

-
. » .q.‘ .
SN 1805

¢ o. 1in the coal miners' stnikes of the Vorkuta

and Donbas re 210Nns Hll! it has re \pondcd 0
requests from workers’ groups there for intor-
mation on forming independent unmons. ‘KAS
s not dogmatic’, says Gubarev. “We're with
the people. We're not trying to be a vanguard
and convert people to our hine at all costs

KAS has good relations with many
individual members of ‘Sotsprof’, a reformst
union group which has penetrated some
official unions. But there are significant differ-
ences. While preaching the need for federahist
organisations, Sotsprof has in fact evolved a
verv hierarchical structure. KAS also has
contacts with SMOT, the free inter-
professional workers’ organisation. For many
vears SMOT worked underground collecting
and distnbuting news on labour dL\LIOPIHLI\t\
in the USSR. But Gubarev and others told me
that SMOT 1s small and has been ‘left behind
the imes’. There s hittle practical co-operation
between KAS and SMOT

incapacitate the economy, lead to stagnation,
forced and exploitative labour, and the total
uu\hlm. of people’s individualhty.

‘All current trends in the public sector
sphere of production reveal the increasing
inefficiency of State-controlled economic rela-
tions. It follows that the bureaucratic system
of industnal management must be dismantled.
And government authorities in individual
branches of production should be transformed
into firms of paid management um\ult.mt\ or
rescarch and information services.

‘There must be a gradual transition to a
system of free price formation, together with
the introduction of a packet of ant-
monopolistic measures. Imtally, price nses on
essential products produced in the State sector
can be permitted only 1if regional popular
referendums so allow.

KAS 1s a new political force and its members
are largely in their twenties. Few women are

between the Spanish C NT-AIT and Renova-
dos, for example, is of little relevance. For the
time being it seems, KAS welcomes the
exchange of ideas with all groups

Due to difficult mdtcrl.nrmndmnns in the
USSR, material help 1s particularly sought
after. Money donations are very useful. Even
a small amount of Western currency goes a
long way in the USSR. Badges, posters, maga-
zines and of course books are always welcome.
The interest in anarchist writings 1s directed
towards a ‘rediscovering’ of Russian anarchist
traditions. Books on Russian anarchism or by
Russian anarchists, especially in Russian, are
very important in breaking down the hes and
stereotypes about anarchism built up under
Bolshevik rule.

Perhaps most necessary of all 1s printing
equipment. Stencils and offset printers are
in great demand, as are computer discs. A
desk-top photocopier with reduction facility
or a computer printer would multiply the

of the late Elena Ceausescu’s megalomania
was provided by her control of scientific
research in Romania, in her role of presi-
dent of the National Council for Science
and Technology. Fundamental research in
subjects such as maths and physics was
not seen as a legitimate concern for scien-
tists on the grounds that this work did
nothing to meet the immediate economic
needs of the state. Ceausescu’s tactic of
frequently  re-accrediting  academic
degrees aimed to ensure that scientists
were trained to conform to her conception
of science.

New Scientist (6th January 1990) reports
the comments of Mircea Malita, a former
minister of education 1n Romania:

Ceausescu had ‘banned scientific disciplines.

will be *back in step with world science n
the shortest possible time’. Just how
worthy an aspiration 1s this?

Consider the way in which science is
controlled in Britain — where Elena
Ceausescu was honoured with election to
the Royal Institute of Chemistry in 1978.
One of the most systematic attempts to
steer British science in a particular direc-
tion was the big business and defence
dominated ALVEY initiative of the late
1980s. As a response to the economic and
muitary threat posed by Japan’s ‘Sth
generation computer’ project, the govern-
ment employed state funding to produce
marketable Information chgnol()gy
products under the aegis of a committee
representing the GEC, Logica, Ferranti,

Psychology departments this development

has resulted in a proliferation of research

into  Man-Machine Interaction and
Artificial Intelligence to the detriment of
studying human behaviour: I know of one
Psychology department which no longer
employs a full-time lecturer in Clinical
Psychology but has a plethora of state-of-
the-art computer equipment. So much for
Alexander Pope’s assertion that ‘the
proper study of Mankind 1s Man’. The
ALVEY project has been discontinued,
but the tendency for ‘legitimate’ areas of
research to be defined in terms of produc-
ing a marketable product will no doubt

continue with the massive European IT
initiative, ESPRIT.

Elena Ceausescu saw Romania’s

petrochemical industry as its economic
saviour while the Thatcher

government

Irradiation splits molecules into smaller
fragments, many of which will be dangerous
for life processes. It is virtually impossible
to establish the safety of such a complex
operation. Better to abstain or to proceed
very slowly as if you were on the M25 in
thick fog.

Who will benefit? This 1s an easy ques-
tion — 1t 1s the owners of the companies
engaged in providing low grade food for
us.

It 1s wise to be vigilent to avoid taking
part in such an experiment, although we
are now all being irradiated to some ex-
tent. This question can be looked at in a
more general way. The preservation of
food is at times desirable, although many
of the agents used were later shown to be
poisonous to humans as well as bugs.
Some anarchists have been enthusiastic

C—
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svstematically denied under Soviet rule. Then
struggle for national independence usually
CNVISAees the tformatnon of a sov creign state

Although such new states could imtially be less
USSR, this all leads to

monolhithic than the

9 STAINLESS MEN ED

agenda of many radical groups, and discussions
have weighed up whether such violence is
realistic, productive or ethically acceptable. In
November 1989 KAS adopted a pacifist stance,

this is another reason why anarchist activism
takes on sterile, dry and ‘male’ forms.

[t 1S interesting to note an interest in Christ-
lanity among some anarchists. The Russian

113209 Moskva
ul Bolotnikovskaya dom 38, korp 6, kv 47
A.V. Shershukov

is indeed flexible to respond (albeit slowly)
to changes in public need. The sheer volume
of pressure-group lobbying and individual
demand has caused the increased availa-

medium for the efficient spread of positive
attitudes and practices towards the en-
vironment, but has continued to facilitate
attempts at large-scale mystification of

asking ‘awkward questions’ about the
values of our government, rather than
feeling smug about their superiority to
those of more repressive regimes.

new developments whilst better use is
made of existing knowledge. We would
avoild the expensive mistakes which result

——— . 2 :
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——— Moscow group’s main activities. Recently 1t
was decided after considerable discussion lh il
KAS should form a umion. At present there
seems to be hittle clanty about what vpc Ol

The Great Illusion

i (continued from p.2)

their companies. Privatisation’s just another
piece of deception

£ In this country I'm not even sure that indi-
iR vidual prnvaic shareholders have much real
i control over companies in which they have an
== interest. In Britain 1t 1s the big institutions and

['he platform of KAS 1s identifiably anarch-
1st. For C\.amplc. It envisages a federation of
workplace organisations networking activities
in the sphere of production, T'his would do
away with the need for State ddmlm\tr;mnn
and capitalist control of production. The tran-
sition from the present social and economic
system to a system of decentralhised self-
management s a formidable task. All the more
s0 given the conditions 1in the USSR! On
this topic there are several points of the KAS
programme which anarchists from Western
countries may find surprising, €.g. a transition
to certain market-economic principles, albeit
within a framework of self-management

News from N. Ireland

armed resistance to the State,

ployment,

anarchists

Events in Northern Ireland always provide
A talking points for anarchists. State repression,
community
agitation, economic regeneration, mass unem-
nationalism at loggerheads and
other features of late 20th century capitalism
are in sharp focus in Northern Ireland, making
events here well worth watching, especially by

fund managers who dominate the Stock Mar-
ket. According to the Financial Times ‘the

| & 3 proportion of direct investment by small inves-
é = A1Y i tors has been declining and 1s now much below
— ([o 28 institutional shareholding |

o~ The fund managers of pension funds, unit
L 1 trusts, and insurance companies care little for
‘ == the products of the companies in their port-

"““““. 3

folios, their only vardstick being the “fast buck’

and share performance in thg market. The
analysts call it ‘short termism’. “Short termism
1s the 1ssue which divided the cty shickers from
the captains of industry at last year s Confeder-

ation of British Induxtr\ (CBIl) confe rence In-

dustrial businessmen obiect to the City’s ‘fast
buck’ philosophy, because the fund managers
are forever ducking in and out of shares, hke
butteflies 1n a ﬂ()\\gr ;_arden chasing the best
performers. It's shallow investment, because
so little of it reaches to where 1t can do.any
e00d

Naturally Neither Nationalisation Nor Pri-
vatisation does not go into these more contem-
porary issues. Both nationalisation and pnivat-
1Isation offer a political mirage for the unwary
But the 1dea that we are all capitalists, because
some workers are drawing divis off a water
company is no more convincing than the 1dea
that we are all socialists because most of us
shop at the Co-op from time to time. No-one
in their nght minds feels they own the rallways
or coal mines just because they pay taxes, |
doubt if anyone feels they own Hanson plc just
for having paid into a pension fund.

In his introduction to this booklet V.R. says:
‘one of the salutory lessons this volume can
provide 1s that Labour politicians in office are
no better than the others’. The Boss 1s the
Boss, however they wrap it up

Brian Bamford

RAVEN 9
January 1990

Serge Cipko
Mikhail Bakunin and the National
Question

Laslo Sekel;
Has Anarcho-Communism a Future?

Colin Ward
Architecture: Making Nowhere
Somewhere

Brian Morris
Sociobiology: an Alternative View

Don Alexander
Anarchism and Human Nature

Nickie Hallam and David Potter
Feminism, anarchism and ecology:
some connections

Harold Barclay
Male/female relations and the
anthropological record

Nicolas Walter
C. W. Daniel: The Odd Man

Andrew Hedgecock
A challenge to accepted fictions

£2.50
now available
from Freedom Press

—

The full rigour of violent state repression
was brought to bear on three young men who
had just robbed a bookie’s shop on the Falls
Road in West Belfast recently. They were shot
and then finished off by plain clothes soldiers.
The robbers were carrying replica guns, lethal
only to the holders.

The shootings raised again the concern
about ‘shoot to kill’ policies for State forces
and demands that the ‘rules of engagement
be tightened. As anarchists we know that
armed secunty forces always effectively
operate on a ‘shoot to kill’ basis, particularly
when the army and judiciary close ranks after
an incident hike this

The incaident also drew into focus the role
of the army in defence of property. The
robbers were not terrorists nor members of
any paramilitary organisation. In robbing a
bookie’s shop they were threatening the large
subsidy paid by working class people in West
Belfast to the ‘Sport of Kings’ through the levy
on betting placed by the Turf Club. Killing the
three men was the State’s way of saying ‘we're
having none of that'. And you won’t find many
members of the Turf Club living on the Falls
or the Shankill or any other part of West
Belfast.

The city of Derry/Londonderry 1s enjoying
a boom, if you believe the local press. Certainly
it 1s receving a lot of government attention,
some Department of Employment money and,
most interestingly, £20 million in venture capi-
tal from Boston for a new shopping centre.

This influx of cash from the USA has prompted

local wags to predict another name change for

the city this time to Bostonderry.

The political side of this is the need to make
the Anglo-Irish Agreement work, particularly
in the home town of John Hume MP, one of
its main architects. In the light of this form of
economic regeneration anarchists are faced
with a number of questions, among which are:
a) in what forum can this type of economic
development be challenged, and
b) in an economically depressed region with
mass unemployment what real alternatives to
job creation can anarchists offer?

All local elected representatives, even those
in dispute with the State for one one reason
or another such as Sinn Fein or the DUP, have
welcomed the economic moves at least
cautiously. Thus the city council offers no
opportunity for debating the issue. There will
be a public inquiry into the Boston-backed
retail development simply because local
capitalists have been buying up land in the
designated area in the hope of making a killing
from the DoE when the compulsory purchase
orders are made. Quite a scam!

And spare a thought for George McBrearty,
citizen of Derry/Londonderry who took the
Thatcherite advice and ‘got on his bike’ to look
for work in London. Instead he got three
months in Brixton Prison and almost had the
Deal bombing pinned on him in a concoction
of dodgy forensic evidence and police collusion
that echoes Guildford and Birmingham. Natio-
nalists and Republicans here cite this as an
example of the corruption of British justice.
For anarchists it means much more, highlighting
the lengths to which the State will go, regard-
less of individual freedoms, to get the answers
that it wants. Though cleared of all charges,
George McBrearty was deported within this

State and cannot mount the Thatchente
bike to London for three years because of an
exclusion order.

But what can we, anarchists, offer George

McBrearty in the way of a job in his home

town? Now there’s a question!

Dave Duggan
Derry, Northern Ireland

in such circles, since the behaviour of the
group can apparently be deduced from
statements about ‘the individual’.

T'he critique of this type of position rests
not on the assertion that the current
‘green’ trend 1in marketing is just that —
a fad that will disappear as suddenly and
mysteriously as it appeared. It is quite
possible that people generally will become
even more environment-conscious in their
habits in the future. In that eventuality,
producers will indeed simply have to
follow suit, or pretend to at least.

T'he question that needs to be asked is
why the ‘green consumer’ has taken so
long to come into existence. This is some-
thing that methodological individualism
cannot answer, since by focussing on the
individual instead of on group behaviour
it 1ignores the likely possibility of social
influence, particularly persuasive com-
munications. We live 1n a competitive
economy, where the aim of businesses is
to corner the market. An important
strategy 1n the quest for domination of a
market is the attempt at manipulation of
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Meve pay for
dmbwlanice

Absolutely not. The first priority
15 to reduce public expenditure.

that rival brands do contain phosphates
(phosphates being harmful to river ecology)
but no washing up liquids on sale in the
UK contain such chemicals. Only in a
society where products are developed
L.\prS\l\ for the needs of that society (and
the environment it depends upon) will
there be no attempts at mystification in
the fetishistic pursuit of wealth.

Johnny Yen

On Politicians

The swarms of cringers,
doughfaces, lice of poli-
tics, planners of sly in-
novations for their own
preferment.

Walt Whitman

Preface to Leaves of Grass
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Absolutely not.

Safety and Environmental Protection
Bills reach their committee stages.

At present, the Food Safety Bill contains
a clause which makes environmental
health and trading standards food inspec-
tors liable to a jail sentence of up to two
years if they disclose information about
food manufacturing processes. By the
time you read this item Lord Tordoff
(Liberal Democrat) is expected to have
proposed amendments, drawn up by the
Campaign for Freedom of Information, at
the committee stage of the bill. These
amendments would permit food inspectors
to reveal information about food manufacture
in order to protect the health of the public
from ‘imminent risk’. The Ministry of
Agriculture Fisheries and Food claim that
these amendments are not necessary, and
that the only purpose of the secrecy clause
is to ‘protect commercial secrets’. I doubt
that food inspectors will be encouraged to
disclose information, even in the case of
an immediate risk to the public, if there
1s a chance that they could be putting their
careers — or even their liberty — at nisk.
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proposes the setting up of a ‘public register
of the effects of specific pollutants. If at
first glance this seems to be ‘good news’,
a closer analysis of the government’s proposals
gives little cause for enthusiasm. Not only
do our rulers wish to place restrictions on
pollution data on the grounds of ‘national
secrecy’ and ‘trade security’, they also
plan to EDIT information which 1s not
covered by such considerations. The
Department of the Environment claims
that unrestricted freedom of access to
this data would be ‘expensive and unman-
ageable .

Neither of these bills provides a definition
of what the government believe the public
1Is entitled to know in relation to food
dangers and environmental hazards — so
there will be plenty of scope for carrying
out cover-ups in both areas. The
government’s continuing obsession with
secrecy makes it clear that avoiding political
embarrassment and defending commercial
secrets are more important considerations
than protecting the safety of the community
and the environment.

Andrew Hedgecock

We're not ggainst all
pubhic expenditure.

Only the useful kind.

t'co'H’
M.!
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ATLCTr the recent spate of inquincs into wrongtul

™
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prisonmcni, corruption within the Force
disciplinary hcanngs and many other disturbing
allcgations which cast a dark shadow over the old
imagce of the fnendly copper, 1t docs seem that
the psvchological testing of candidates must be

tightened up. Maybe it would not work very well
In the police foree the attitudes are forged later

on HICT Th\ young u\ﬂ\’.dh"\' 20CSs 10 hl\ f.lf\t

station and 1s indoctrinated

Policcmen quickly become suspicious people
It thcy scc a man 1n a raincoat loitering near a
school. they start polishing the handcuffs. When
shopping with thcir wives, they watch out for
SNOPHTICTS In a PUNI\ convenience 1t 1S second
naturc to hand around and scc if they arc proposi-
toncd. And hcaven help their own children i
nc of them fishes so much as a 10p picce from
s handbag when she 1s not looking

| his mcans that we have about 120,000 habitually
suspicious individuals to watch over a popula-
tion 1in England and Walces of about 46 million
It works out — very roughly — at onc police-
man 1o cvery K of us

By a miracle. the force itsclf remains apolitical

despite the frequent affrays of the politicians
Likc civil servants. the police still back up the
government of the day. Oddly. chief constables
ke the anti-Marxist James Andcerton feel free
1o pontificatc on crucial ssucs. If a Socialist
government instructed the police to go and
club dissident factory workers to the ground
thcy would do 1t, and they would pg’rt;)rnl the
samc act for a Tory government. In this scnse
!hL‘_\ drc a cocrcive 1orcc in SUpport of POWCT

Jmnmg the pnh\k force has been likened to
bccoming a member of a nco-religious sect
which is dedicated to fighting crime and main-
taiming order. The Tory Party itsclf is the fore-
most dcvotece of law and order. Because most
of us arc not burglars or bank robbers. we tend
to broadly agree with such notions without
bothcring to reflect that most pcople arc
L,:p.jhlg of u»nduumg themselves pr«»pcrly
and cthically without the aid or support of the
p"llk‘\.

Since the days of Hur Moheb (c. 1340BC)
who introduced a form of nver police to arrest
the Nile pirates. the police have mercifully lost
many of thcir punitive powers. In Ancient
Egypt the police not only made the arrests but
also tned and sentenced crniminals. When tomb
robbery was prevalent in the Valley of the
Kings there was an elaborate system of special
constables and the use of guard dogs

"~ FEATURES PAGE
Our Boys in Blue

Ever since the investigative journalist Duncan
Campbell was mysteriously knocked off his
pushbike down Islington way, losing a briet-
case stuffed full of information about defence
matters, it has paid to desist from dialing 999
or even asking a policeman for the time. It
turns out that you may get more than you
bargain for. Not that Freedom readers are hkely
to appeal to the police for help. Expernience
has shown that they are only superficially help-
ful, and they sometimes tend to take an intense
interest in you rather than the character who
stole your car, horse or the family jewels.

In the last year it is likely that the police
have spent more time investigating their own
crimes than the increased number of offences
within the wider community. On this basis we
may be entitled to a rates rebate. The police
should pay for their own investigations rather
than conducting them ‘in the public interest
and paying for them out of the public purse.
Enough has been written about the Guildford
Four and the falsification of evidence, SO we
will pass over the case and move on to the
proposition that crime may well pay 1if you are
one of the boys in blue.

Take the case of the 49-year old Alan Singleton,
a retired police inspector who was sent to
prison for 2'4 years and ordered to pay £20,000
compensation after pleading guilty to the theft
of £45.219. He must have worked quite hard
as an inspector in the warrants office where all
the fines were paid. As much as £1 milhion a
year passed over the counter, and 1t took him
six years to lay up his nest egg, an average of
£7,536.50 a year.

Not that all police officers are actually
concerned about money, because they earn
respectable salaries. They have their reputa-

recently wended its way through a tortuous
case in which a policeman — now resigned
was caught in a car with a prostitute. He
persuaded his cousin to make a false confession
in order to protect himself. He was jailed for
eight months and his cousin received a six
month sentence and was fined £250. While
kerb crawling does offend the sensibilities,
lying — when it comes from a policeman — 18
undoubtedly offensive.

Harking back to the miners’ strike, /8-year
old Kathleen Gibbons must still feel less than
appeased by the county court award in 1986
of a compensatory £1,300 after an incident on
the patio of Collet’'s bookshop in Charnng
Cross Road, London. There she was, happily
selling copies of The Yorkshire Miner — with
the agreement of Collet’'s management
when all of a sudden a paddy-wagon arnved
and two officers bundled her inside. ‘I was
grabbed by the arms and transported to the
van by two officers. A third dragged me inside
and I ended up on the floor with my knees up
in the air. They were all laughing and jeering.

The police charged her with obstructing the
highway by extending her arm across the pave-
ment. In the meantime, they called her a West
End tart and an Old Commie. A policewoman
accused her of begging.

When her case came to tnal, the police did
not appear. The magistrate dismissed the
charge, awarding her £60 costs.

Kathleen kept at it. She wrote to the Police
Complaints Authority, which said: “The
authority i1s happy with the way the enquiry
was carried out and happy with the conclusion
that the Metropolitan police did not have sufficient
evidence for disciplining the officers.

Fungus

lToday's picture of the policeman in action
which reaches us through the TV screen is not
too far from the truth, even though the action
1S hcavily compressed in order to heighten the
drama. On both sides of the screen the tough
dctective 1s usually cynical but he 1s also pessi-
mistic. One part of him regards the job as a
framcwork for his machismo, while the more
philosophical part seriously believes that he
has a truc missionn life. Some policemen even
belicve that they have a vocation, like priests
Above all, they are inordinately proud of the
fact that thcy cannot strike. As a public service
group they werce successfully bought off by the
Edmund-Davics pay formula of 1978
A stable society 1s a compliant society. Yet
stable societies no longer exist. Even the most
rcmotc tribes 1in what remains of the distant
jungic arc now conscious of the political and
industnal 1ssucs which may seriously affect
their lives. Yetin countries like Britain, where
the hd 1s barcly kept on the pot and there are
no fronticrs through which thousands of
citizens can burst when they want to express
their desire for freedom, there 1s still an almost
universal agreement that we do need a police
PIrescncce
Stability 1s a political 1ssue. In any pecople-
versus-Westminster confrontation the police
beccome what Neill Kinnock once described as
‘the mcat in the sandwich’. No government
wclcomes anything more than token protest
The protest itsclf is always symbolised by the
presence of the police. It 1s a ntual which has
developed in Britain to such an extent than
cven a hundred old age pensioners lobbying
Parliament for pension increases must be
accompanicd by the police. Kid-glove tactics
have taken the steam out of many demonstra-
tions, although the 1984 miner’s strike showed
that police violence is always a possibility
By permitting themselves to be manipulated
and used on all sorts of occasions and in all
sorts of ways — many of them totally unneces-
sary — the individual policeman has isolated
himself. He cannot count on a good social life.
Divorce 1s commonplace. All he can be sure
of 1s a substantial amount of support by his
colleagues if he has to face an internal in(;uur\'
as a result of misconduct. Attempts at crczmn;:
closer links with the community have made
little progress since the patrol cars were taken
away and officers were told to cycle or walk
round residential areas. In the inner cities the
inendly bobby image has vanished for good
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tion to consider too. Warwick Crown Court

What we now have to do 1s balance our
attitude towards the police. On the face of it,
they have no role whatever within the anarchist
society. Yetthere may be different views about
this. Anarchism 1s not a single doctrine, but a
cluster of doctrines and attitudes, as George
Woodcock pointed out in his essay Anarchism:
A Historical Introduction

A society without government would not
need a police force. Yet the concept of self-
regulating man becomes harder and harder to
accept as we struggle on through this century,
despite the strongly moralistic undertones

Whitehall’
Industry

CLEAN-HANDED crime in the shape of
fraud 1s on the increase. Since 1985 the record
stcal in a phoney commission case was £2-5
million. This was outdone in an attempt at
hfting £20, but it did not come off. Ernst and
Young, the City accountancy firm, has been
looking into fraud and its growth, and reached
the conclusion that the financial sector no
longer has confidence in the police when it
comes to computer crnime, which 1S now the
prime ingredient of fraud. About 38% of the
companies polled by Ernst and Young said that
they would not report fraud because it was ‘too
cmbarrassing’.

Crime 1s big business, though not necessarily
tor the criminal. It is the police who benefit
with the inflation of their profession and its
supposed importance. In 1990/91 some 1160
extra posts will be filled, and 1,200 civilians
will get jobs in the police service to release
officers for operational duties. In recent years
10% of civilian posts have enabled p()llcémcn
to plod the beat or speed through the streets
in their cars. In the provinces 37 forces have
apphed for increases in manpower, and they
will receive 957 extra posts, including S8 pmt‘s
where costs are reimbursed by what the Home
Office coyly refers to as a “third party’, meaning
local authority funds. |

No less than 51 provincial posts are reserved
for allocation to regional crime squads.
Airport policing 1s to be strengthened to the

which are beginning to make themselves
heard. Even so, there 1s always a turning point
in natural evolution which persuades us that a
police-less state could eventually become a
reality. Evolution 1s linked to widespread
economic reform, a gradual reconsideration of
money and how 1t 1s best used. This would
influence change 1in many institutions, includ-
ing policing. We can still agree with Proudhon
(1809-1865), ftather of anarchism, when he
said: "To be governed 1s to be watched over,
inspected, spied on, directed, legislated over,
regulated, docketed, indoctrinated, preached
at, controlled, assessed, weighed, censored,
ordered about, by men who have neither right,
nor knowledge, nor virtue. That 1s govern-
ment, that 1s 1ts justice, that 1s its morality.’
Stephen Bonner

s Criminal

tune of 23 for Greater Manchester and 25 for
Gatwick

Expenditure on the police was up by 55%
to the end of September 1989, and the total
police strength 1s now 126,127 — an increase
of 14,634 since May 1979.

Keeping an eye on the possibility of civil
disturbance such as pensioners marching on
the now heavily guarded premises in l)m\'hing
Street, the Home Office has just appointed
David Brook as the first Civil Emergencies
Adviser. He is obviously the right stuff,
because he previously held the rank of Air
Vice Marshall in the RAF. During the Falk-
lands fiasco he was a principal staff officer at
the Royal College of Defence Studies.

At a ime when there is an alarming scarcity
of both real and imaginary enemies of the
Queen’s Realm the Home Office is fidgeting
to justify at least part of its existence. Last
November it organised two large civil defence
exercises. It was felt that most of the local
authorities had become indifferent to the whole
idea of civil defence and their reaction to what
the Whitehall warriors term ‘a period of rising
international tension’. This at a time when the
Berlin Wall was falling fast and the regimes of
Eastern Europe were crumbling daily. Exercise
vy involved government departments and
local authorities in Bedfordshire, Cam-
bridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk
and Suffolk. Exercise Triex was based in the
East Midlands, featuring Leicestershire,
Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and Notting-
hamshire. This sick pantomime lasted for three
days.

(continued on p.6)
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Undermining the Central Line

Undermining The Central Line
by Ruth Rendell and Colin Ward
Chatto & Windus £2.99

Colin Ward has collaborated with Ruth Rendell,
more widely recognised as a wniter of fiction,
to produce a stimulating polemic against the
centralising tendencies of Twentieth Century
Britain.

In Undermining The Central Line they argue
that much of the groundwork for Thatcherism
was a product of Labour Party policy since the
Second World War. The transfer of power
from the municipality towards increasingly
monopolistic commercial concerns has been a
two stage process. Firstly, Labour govern-
ments initiated, or at least accelerated a
process whereby political control was taken
away from the community and concentrated
in Central Government. The effect of this was
that, secondly, when the Conservatives
regained power in 1979 they were able to take
advantage of the opportunity raised by ‘much
greater control and influence on the part of
Central Government’ to exercise their
‘absolute right to sell off services in the private
market’ in the present political system.

However, Rendell and Ward are confident
that the central line can be undermined and
this process reversed. They maintain that the
people do have a will to win back control over
their lives, as evidenced by the ferocity of local
campaigns, for example, against the closure of
village schools. It 1s necessary that this senti-
ment 1s elevated into a coherent consciousness
that can motivate organmsation and action
against centralisation. It 1s pointed out (with
some irony given the events of the past month)
that, in Europe, only Romania and Albania
are more centralised than the United Kingdom.
In the rest of the continent there 1s a trend
towards greater devolution of power. The
authors give a fictional description of a regionalist
Suffolk, after the ‘Switzernisation of Britain’,
governed along the lines of Swiss federalism,
as one possible scenario for the Twenty-First
Century.

The pamphlet elaborates upon some of the
issues, such as housing and education, first
raised in Ward’s popular Anarchy in Action.
His gradualist approach to anarchism 1s com-
bined with an eagerness to deal in topical
everyday i1ssues. At the same time, a reading
of this pamphlet does raise one question very
clearly. At what point do democracy and
devolution, taken to their ultimate logic, end

continued from p.5)

Anybody with even half an eye must view
all this activity with cynicism. The authorita-
rian element in society constantly strengthens
itself in the knowledge that crime 1s created
by worsening social conditions, including debt.
The extent of debt within the British popula-
tion now stands at £330 billion, not only to an
induced credit boom but also the deliberate
and cynical manipulation by the financial sec-
tor to create a great barrier against which the
government can borrow from overseas sources
while continuing to ride an alleged prosperity
curve. The curve itself will turn out to be an
ever descending plunge.

Crime has become a business in other ways.
In the year ended 31 March 1989 the Criminal
Injuries Compensation Board received 43,385
applications, and paid out a record £69,381,286
in compensation. Since the scheme started in
1964 over 498,000 applications have been
made, and over £431 million has been paid to
victims. The highest award in the recent period
was £307,781. The applicant assisted a store
detective in stopping a suspected shophifter and
fell, sustaining permanent back injuries. The
award contained an assessment of his future
loss in earnings in the computer business. The
Criminal Injuries Compensation Board did not
reveal the value of the shophfted goods, but
it may have been a can of soup taken by a
hungry and homeless person. As shop prices
continue to rise there 1s a possibility that other
cases will surface and be treated with the same
heavy-handed severity in a country which
cuddles a criminal code where crime against
property is a damn sight more serious than
urinating on a church altar.

J. Jackson

and does anarchism begin? Is it a difference
in kind or merely a difference of degree?

Undermining the Central Line is a part of

the Counter Blasts series published by Chatto
& Windus with the laudable aim of revitalising
the tradition of pamphleteering. My only
criticism would be that 1t is only the length of
the essay that 1s pamphlet sized
and in price (£2.99) it more closely resembles
a paperback book.

in format

SEH

The Spirit of Freedom: The War in Ireland
Attack International, 72 pages, £1

This 1s a short book on an important topic
often 1ignored by anarchists, probably because
of its complexity and the difficulty of reaching
an 1deologically sound position vis-a-vis the
‘armed struggle’ in the north of Ireland. Attack
International have tried to explain the history
of the present situation and make an analysis
compatible with a commitment to mass anar-
chistic class struggle. Unfortunately they have
not entirely succeeded.

AS usual with English material on Northern
[reland, it 1s the history that most lets this
pamphlet down. It’s like a silent Western, with
Catholic Nationalists in white hats and Brits,
Proddies and the bosses of all shades in black
hats. This has some validity, but gives rise to
a lot of sweeping generalisations and historical
inaccuracy, compounded here by a sad lack of
references or substantiation of supposed
‘facts .

There 1s also ignorance or misinterpretation
on several points, such as ‘Republicanism

today 1S a working class movement It
has revolutionary potential . . . the Bntish

state has persistently tried to define Republi-
canism as “the IRA”. The state will always try

to pretend that a mass movement is really just
the actions of a few hundred men and women’
(page 41). Sorry, comrades, but just because
it's the government line doesn’t make 1t com-
plete myth. True, Republicanism has a lot of
support, but the movement itself really 1s a
matter of a few hundreds. The
pamphlet soon admits (page 44) that the 1980s
have seen an attempt by the Provisionals to
‘break out of the dead-end of militarism’. The
mass involvement Attack believe in ended with
the rise of the Provos and the emergence of a
corps d’éhite. Why not ask who encouraged
them or how they so quickly managed to buy
guns through Dublin after the 1970 sphit? The
Provisional IRA was a force the British Army
could handle, whereas ordinary people on the
streets and behind barnicades, armed and
politicised and organising their own communi-
tiecs wasn't. Now, by the time the Provos have
rcalised this, the momentum has gone.

One of the main problems is that having
ignored academically researched matenal and
‘straight’ journalism in favour of political prop-
aganda which 1s largely socialist and pro-
nationalist, the booklet has a heavy if uninten-
tional pro-IRA bias, as if the Provisional IRA
were fighting for freedom and not — as they
obviously are for power. This needs to be
clearly understood by people who are not
merely opposed to the Capitalist state but have
an anarchist view of what to replace 1t with.
There i1s nothing intrinsically wrong with
supporting the IRA, although basing support
on the mere fact that its activists are largely
working class 1s a bit suspect, but as the IRA
does not have an anarchist perspective this
distortion renders “The Spirnt of Freedom’
highly dubious from an anarchistic point of
view

Finally, I was saddened that Attack think it
laughable ‘to argue that Protestant and Catho-
lic workers will have to unite before anything
can be achieved’ (page 55). Were this not so,
why should the bosses have encouraged secta-
rianism, as Attack state? It strikes me as pretty
obvious that if anything worthwhile 1s going to
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the people of Ireland will realise they're being
duped by the state, the churches, the capitalists
and the bosses in whatever guise, and will start
fighting their real enemies, together.,

Most of the best books on ‘the history of
the Irish struggle” aimed at the general reader
are not mentioned, presumably because they
do not toe the ideological line of Attack Inter-
national. The most glaring omission is James
Connolly, who 1s favoured with a large number
of quotes, mostly acknowledged. Connolly was
a leading organiser of trades unions in Britain
and Ireland and of the IWW in the USA, and
in October 1913 in response to police brutality
against striking workers he organised the lrisg
Citizens Army (which launched the 1916
Easter Rising in Dublin along with IRB
volunteers). He was a great syndicalist writer
and theoretician whose work deserves to be
better known. Twice, on pages 16 and 20, the
text states unequivocally ‘Connolly was right’

-yet nowhere is there reference to any of his
writings, not even Labour in Irish History.

Having made these criticisms, the conclusion
1s pretty good. It i1s not an anarchist analysis,
however — ‘real freedom will only come about
by asking which class will wield power in a
united Ireland’ (page 45), and 1s still biased by
a second-hand Catholic/Nationalist/Provo out-
look — the last chapter i1s actually entitled
‘Tiocfaidh ar 14’. Fortunately, the rather
uncritical support for the Provos i1s eventually
tempered by a healthy dose of realism. This
leads to some conclusions most anarchists
would endorse, such as ‘“all the guns and bombs
in the world will not bring real freedom’ (page
44), ‘nationalism will always be a dead end
(page 45), ‘we begin by taking sides with those
fighting back against oppression . . . 1t 1S In
our interests too” (page 51), ‘the struggle n
Ireland may take the form of a fight against
imperialism, but the spectre of war against
capitalism is never very far behind’ (page 58)
Again on page 58 we read: “if Sinn Féin aims
to be not part of a revolution but a sociahst
government, with workers obediently follow-
ing their leaders, then we can only repeat

come out of the present mess then it will have
to be worthwhile for all the ()ppr\\Cd of
Ireland. Sooner or later, one hopes, instead
of one section of the population believing the
other is entirely in league with the masters, all

james Connolly’s advice on the eve of the 1916
Rising: “in the event of victory hold on to your
rifles, as those with whom we’re fighting may
stop before our goal 1s reached™.

Katy

The Thoughts of Chairman Moyse!

MY approach to all philosophical, social,
religious and political analytical dissertations
iIs with the simplistic innocence and naive
charm of a child, for I have spent my wasted
life seeking, not truth, but answers. With the
republication of Oscar Wilde's The Soul of
Man under Socialism and Berkman’s What is
Communist Anarchism? one is back on the ol’
ideological treadmill. Whenever a group of
people are herded together for what they
believe 1s a common cause, each, in their heart,
their mind and their mouth have their own
interpretation of what they will finally achieve
Every supporter of a political, social or
religious cause will, when questioned, give
their own vision of what the final outcome will
be when They take over in the name of the
people. Generations have given, willingly,
their lives to what they believe 1s a noble cause
and at each stepping stone the dream and the
vision are betrayed. Not by evil men and
women but by those who having achieved
power cannot surrender it. The basic flaw and
the saving grace lies in the Old Adam that man
within any assembly of the human herd waill,
for._good or ill, stampede the herd.

Communism as an ideal has been destroyed
by its totalitarian élites while socialism has
become a dirty word having become a road to
political power for the scum that will float on
every society: the middle class bureaucracy.
Within this life time we have watched the
destruction of dreams and ideals. We saw
communism in Russia become genocide, fascism
in Italy become Comic Opera, socialism in the
Low Countries become middle class paternalism
and in Germany the Nazi National Socialism
become middle class Black Shirt Nationalism
as they destroyed the Hitler Brown Shirt
working class illusion of Socialism for 1933
Germany.

Whenever I sit in the White Hart pub gazing
into the inner mysteries of my Guinness glass
and I hear some flowering politicians pontiii-
cating on the virtues of their version of an
Anarchist Society my tiny toes curl for I have
seen their future and the dead demonstrate
another dark road to human misery. It 1s not
the role of the anarchist to officiate in the
ordering of other people’s lives. The role of
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the self proclaiming anarchist, like that of the
hedgerow priest, is to preach what one believes
and. with God’s Grace, try to live it. The world
of Kropotkin is long gone. He saw 1t as a world
of rational discussion when in that pre-1914
era the sky was blue, grass green and eggs
freshly laid but in the 1990s we are part of a
world where international technology outraces
us and abstract bureaucracies daily change by
law, rule and regulation, our daily living. Only
Bakunin’s world of hollow secret societies
captures the romantic imagination of the
young and then for most, anarchism 1s a tran-
sitional period in their lives towards the casual
X for Thatcher toryism or Hattersley radical-
ism, for those young have gone through that
period when they rebelled against the ol” dad,
the Head and the Prime Minister and their
Oedipus complex will have run full circle and
they become the irritant authorty.

Berkman in his What is Communist Anarchism?
states: ‘Christianity is about 2,000 years old.
Has it abolished any evil? Has 1t done away
with crime and murder, has it delivered us from
poverty and misery, from despotism and tyranny’
You know it has not.” and the flaw 1n
Berkman’s question and answer 1s that 1t was
never offered, 2,000 years ago, as a take-over
of that society but was argued as a new way
of life for those who chose to practice 1t and
therein hies the danger of those who rabbit on
about their version of an ‘anarchist society
for, comrade, the same question will be asked
of you when the religious freaks and the crazy
nationalists and the power brokers continue 1n
business.

Oscar Wilde's The Soul of Man Under
Socialism is one of those marvellous essays that
no one ever reads like unto Das Kapital and
the introduction to the King James translation
of the Holy Bible. We would all die for the
publishers right to print them but like War and
Peace we will never get round to reading them
Oscar produced prose that glittered on the
page like costume jewellery and too many fools
waited on his lips and his pen for the witty
phrase and in doing so he destroyed s
deserved reputation as an intellectual leaving
the waste lands of literature to the bore and
the academic and those ‘always deep 1n some

Communal Pie in the SKy

one else’s thought’. Oscar primped and he
posed as he square danced within the Café
Royal and the Town and his humourless frau
waited and then destroyed the sad old clown
and Oscar left us his wit and his minor works
of literature. For that I thank him and layed
a small bouquet of flowers on Oscar’s tomb in
Paris. And I can recite his poetry ‘Down the
long and silent street / the dawn on silver
sandal’d feet / crept like a frightened girl’. But
Oscar failed when he poured his emotional
writing into the world of social politics for hike
a middle class Mediterranean metropolitan
middle class member of the Communist Party
Oscar wrote of a socialist society through rose
tinted glasses. It is all about the lovely boy and
Art and Beauty for, writes Oscar ‘Under
socialism there will be no people living in fetid
dens and fetid rags’ and on and on as Oscar 1s
like the sweet old lady who cannot understand
why the government does not end poverty by
printing more money so that we all could go
into the supermarkets and buy what we want
[t 1s this same dream-like fantasy that every
one out of authority or political power dreams
of. But in all that saccharin prose Oscar makes
the relevant point when he wrote
‘individualism, then, is what through Socialism
we are to attain to. As a natural result the
State must give up all idea of government. It
must give it up because as a wise man once
said many centuries before Christ, there 1s such
a thing as leaving mankind alone. All modes
Ol gml'rnmcm are failures.’

For the anarchists are individuals and our
own personal liberty shall be ONE of our
major priorities and people must work out
their own salvation for a just and humane society
And if the society within which I exist chooses
a socialist economy based on from each accord-
ing to their ability to each according to their
need I will accept, but as an anarchist within
that society I will always seek to defend my
liberty as an individual

Arthur Moyse

The Soul of Man under Socialism by Oscar Wilde
(Charles Kerr Chicago) £2.50

What is Communist Anarchism by Alexander Berkman
(Phoenix Press) £3.00
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Lewis Mumford, who died in January aged 94,
performed a wvital service because in half a
dozen widely-read books in the 30s, 40s and
SO0s he drew attention to the sigmificance of
several of Kropotkin's books at a ime when
no-one was reading Kropotkin nor was in-
terested in the tradition he represented.

In 1948 I wrote to him on behalf of Freedom
Press to ask him to contribute an introduction
to a new edition of Murual Aid, then proposed
by Freedom Press. He was hard at work on
the book that became The Conduct of Life,
but promised to write, saying, ‘I shall be very
proud to have any thing of mine appear under
the imprint of a press that Kropotkin helped
to found

That new edition was 1n fact a long time
coming. When it actually appeared in 1987 1t
had as an introduction John Hewetson's essay
on ‘Mutual Aid and Social Evolution’, which,
dating back to 1946, was, | would say, just as
valuable as anything Mumiford could have

Viacd

But Mumford really wanted to be help-
ful. When Mane Louise Bernen's Journey
lhrough Utopia appeared, posthumously, n
1950, he wrote, with the authonty of a wnter
who had travelled the same ground, that

‘it 1s the most comprehensive and the most
perceptive study of that ideal land that | have
come across in any language. As a work of
scholarship, 1t 1s supenor, both to my own
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LEWIS MUMFORD

Not at all an anarchist but . . .

I have always thought this comment a very
valuable confession of Mumford's own posi-
tion. He was what, in Amernican terms, 1s called
a ‘liberal’, but he was determined not to be
identified with the academic and Marxist
‘Left’. He called himself a ‘radical conserva-
tive’ in precisely the same sense in which Paul
Goodman once descnbed himself as a
‘neolithic conservative’. Political descnptions
change their meanings in each generation, and
neither of these implied the slightest sympathy
with the Amencan ‘New Right'. Ideologists
insist on ‘placing’ people on their pohtical
maps and this seldom does justice to indi-
viduals. It is more sensible to categonse them
as authontanans or hbertanans, whatever
stop-gap political choices they make, or de-
cline to make. In voting terms Mumford was
a ‘New Deal Democrat’, resigned to being let
down by the party he voted for.

[f anything, what his life displays 1s the impor-
tance of creative individuals. As a 20-year-old
student in New York in 1915 he had the luck
to find a just-published book Ciries in Evolu-
ion by Patrick Geddes. This was the book
prised out of its author to accompany the Town
Planning Exhibition that Geddes had assem-
bled at the Outlook Tower in Edinburgh in
the years before the first world war.

Geddes was a non-academic biologist whose
brilhant, discursive and rambling thoughts

iron, Neotechnic to the world of electricity and
hght alloys.

Most of us have a healtnhy distrust of the new
words that specialists thrust upon us, but for
a discussion of the Geddes-Mumford categor-
1es, please see my introduction to the Freedom
Press 1986 edition of Mumford’'s The Future
of Technics and Civilisanon, which celebrated
Freedom’s centenary and Mumford’'s 90th
birthday. As I explained there, citing the geog-
rapher Peter Hall, Mumford was essentially a
synthesizer, whose major works put together
‘most clearly and most passionately’ the 1deas
of others who never got an adequate hearing
themselves.

[t 1s a bit late in the history of the human
species for anyone to lay claim to an ‘onginal’
idea, but we all have something to drop into
the pool and the three figures whose neglected
legacy Mumford did most to promote were
Patrick Geddes, Ebenezer Howard and Peter
Kropotkin, people so marginal in any acade-
mic account of the history of ideas that you
could go through a umversity course on the
history of human settlements and not hear a
word about any of them. Just in persuading
people to take notice of the ideas behind them
I myself have endlessly quoted, in half a dozen
books, Mumford’s stress on the relevance of
Kropotkin’s Fields, Factories and Workshops.

It 1s charactenistic that Mumford’s closest
English friend was Frederic Osborn, the city

1930s they had a series of partial, flawed suc-
cesses like the Tennessee Valley Authonty,
the Appalacian Trail, and new towns like Rad-
burn and Greenbelt.

Mumford, meanwhile, was struggling to en-
compass his accumulated wisdom in a tnlogy
of major books. He began in 1934 with Tech-
nics and Civilisation, a wonderfully perceptive
history of the relationship between people and
their technology. It was followed 1in 1938 by
The Culture of Cities, by far the most iconoclas-
tic, and most translated, study of urban civilisa-
tion, which, paradoxically, inspired vast num-
bers of people to enter the planning profes-
sions, but to do the wrong things. Many years
later, Mumford rewrote it completely as The
City in History, still around as a Penguin, which
once more emphasised the regional visions of
Geddes, Howard and Kropotkin.

The third volume of Mumford’s senies, The
Condition of Man, was a disappointment. Like
many writers, he was better at discussing parti-
cular issues than in attempting to embrace ev-
erything. His little post-war book City De-
velopment, like many of his subsequent collec-
tions of essays, 1s full of gems of humane analy-
sis, including his profound critique of Aber-
crombie’s plans for post-war London.

But the urgencies of American power poli-
tics in the 60s and 70s led him in books hke
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identical to the civilian fleet except
for the number — two letters, two

More on IT in SChOOlS Contradi(,'tions numbers, two letters (if the first letter

Many of us with an interest in educa-
tion share Andrew Hedgecock's
concern over the government’s stress
on I'T within the National Curriculum
(Freedom, 13 January 1990), but let’s
not be totally pessimistic.

Firstly, although I agree we do not
want children trained to the role of
computer operator, there 1s nothing
wrong in their being educated as com-
puter users. The outcome here will
depend on the classroom teacher and
the quality of training available to
him or her, rather than the intentions
of the government.

Secondly, within English departments
all over the country children are
acquiring skills in the use of compu-
ters which, as you say, include fresh
ways of presenting their work and the
use of sophisticated desk-top pub-
lishing packages. Is this necessarily
an end in itself? Might their motiva-
tion not be increased if that protest
poem is attractively laid out, that co-
operatively created playlet quickly
printed so that it can be performed
by the class? Is there not virtue in the
idea that there be an accepted stage
of drafting in the work they do, there-
by giving status to early attempts
which can be honed and refined to a

point where achievement 1s recog-
niscd? The products of many pupils
have in the past been undervalued
because of a lack of presentation
skills and too quick a move on to the
next assignment because there is not
time to draft and re-draft. I'T not only
allows a more thorough approach, it
positively encourages it.

And when those children move out
of the classroom will there not be a
political arena in which those desk-
top publishing skills will be welcome?

The real danger with the proposed
cross-curricular use of I'T 1s men-
tioned in Andrew’s last paragraph,
where he says the state aims to teach
pupils to use computer systems with-
out questioning the implications of
their application to human affairs.
True. What those of us in schools
must hang on to is the retention of
programmes of Personal and Social
Education (PSE) which openly or
subversively examine such issues —
don’t let the National Curriculum
squeeze them out. If I'T can be taught
In a cross-curricular fashion so can
PSE.

GG

L.ondon

Why is it that backbench members of
the Conservative Party are now
beginning to attack the Cabinet hand-
ling of the ambulance dispute? Why
is it that, apart from damage to clectoral
chances in the future, the Cabinet 18
so indifferent to the fact that when
they dial 999 and ask for an ambu-
lance it is unlikely to come. I conjec-
ture its indifference 1s largely because
when Cabinet members dial 999 they
know that they will be instantly picked
up and delivered to the hospital of
their choice as always. And this does
not necessarily mean private medicine
but a state service.

All cabinet members are Privy
Councillors. Privy Councillors, the
ones with the prefix Right Honour-
able, like the monarchy, have access
to the Royal Army Medical Corps
(RAMC) Military Hospital at Millbank,
a short distance away from Parliament
(near the Tate Gallery). In times of
emergency they will be collected by
a military ambulance and taken to
Millbank, and not one of the cranky
old mothball fleet which has been
resurrected from mobilisation stock
at a Central Ordanance Depot, but

‘st;mdzird where home ambulances

IS an A 1t 1s an air force vehicle, if
the letters are RN it is a naval vehicle).
T'hatis why the Cabinet is not shaking
in 1ts shoes if the ambulance workers
extend their action. Backbench Tory
MPs are not covered by this and will
have to order and pay for private
ambulances or rely on the army/
police-controlled service. This is why
they are so supportive of the ambu-
lance workers. They are beginning to
realise on which side their bread is
buttered.

This RAMC service is, as always,
paid for out of public funds as part
of Defence Department spending in
the same way that the monarchy’s
private yacht 1s paid for. In times of
war the latter has the designation of
a hospital ship. No doubt the Queen’s
flight in the Royal Air Force will be
part of Transport Command just as
the Royal train 1s hidden in British
Rail’s recurrent losses. I just thought
you'd like to know these kind of facts.
| would appreciate it if you would
send to me any further facts of a
sociological or social policy nature
which you feel the public need to
know.

Peter Neville

4 Copper Beeches, Witham Road

Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 4AW

Tourism in Albania
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News from
Angel Alley

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS. There
are still a number of subscribers
who have not responded to our
reminders. We are sending out
another reminder with this i1ssue.
It will be a FINAL NOTICE where
subscriptions expired in Decem-
ber and earlier. A number of sub-
scriptions are due this month and
in March, and reminders will be
enclosed with this issue. Please
give them your prompt attention
and save us extra work sending
out more reminders.

JANUARY has been a busy month

with us with two issues of FREEDOM
and one of The Raven to dispatch
as well as receiving some 20 car-

tons of books from Black Rose

Books of Canada and sending off

outstanding orders for their titles.
With the growing amount of office
work we have at last decided to

invest in a couple of labour saving

devices: a Strapping Kit for secur-

ing large parcels, and if not with

this issue, your next envelope will
have been stamped with our new-
ly acquired franking machine. This
latter bit of equipment will save us
many hours of work,
stamping and licking on postage
stamps, which we can now put to
better use. The only fly in the oint-
ment is that these two modest
pieces of equipment are costing
over £800! So any sympathetic
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invoking a sundry voice of protestation,

brazenly presumes the helpless imbecility
which 1t regards as a mass of potential lunatics restrained
only by the leash of politics and law. It would seem that
without the saving grace of politicians, Bedlam itself would
be let loose, and that arson, rape, murder and looting

would be the order of the day!

One might be impertinent enough to ask why, then, if
people are so incapable of self-restraint they should be
deemed sufficiently sane to elect others to control them?
Why, for instance, do politicians shout, manoeuvre
and contrive to get elected by large majorities if those

majorities are such potential lunatics?

The anarchist believes that freedom is what its name
implies, and he can’t conceive how it is possible to be free
and at the same time be governed by others — nor can he
see how 1t 1s possible to help others to be free by sticking
bayonets in their bodies or dropping atom bombs on their
homes. He considers himself capable of goodness without

IS presumably

of its subjects,

of equity and mutual aid.

ruthlessly suppress.

he works for their destruction.

To him, freedom is something more than mere political
clap-trap — it is the quintessence of being and living. It | sary.
gives focus to the ego’s expanding universe, and eclipses
the power of ignorance and fear. Given the freedom to
assert its inherent qualities, he believes humanity capable
of solving its own social problems by the simple a[;plication

Unlike the politician, he does not regard dishonesty,
brutality and avariciousness as natural characteristics of
human nature, but as the inevitable consequences of coer-
cion and frustration engendered by artificial law, and he
believes that these social evils are best eradicated not by
greater penalties and further legislation, but by the free
development of the latent forces of solidarity and
sympathetic understanding which government and law so

by the impetus of violence and force. He sees nothing

admired by journalists because of mutual resemblance.

MORMON;, n. A common misspelling. Only one ‘m’ is neces-

MUSIC, n. An area of universal expertise. The less formal
musical training persons have, the more certain they are to
know what is ‘good’, and the more certain they are that their
opinions on the subject are just as valid as those who have
spent their lives playing and composing music.

NEW AGE, ad). 1) Devoid of meaning; 2) Lobotomized. Scc
also Spiritual.

PATRIOT, n. A dangerous tool of the powers that bc. A
herd member who compensates for lack of self-respect by
identifying with an abstraction. An enemy of individual free-
dom. See also Bootlicker.

PATRIOTISM, n. 1) The inability to distinguish between the
government and one’s ‘country’; 2) A highly praiseworthy
virtue characterised by the desire to dominate and kill; 3) The

full pay was rejected — some are on
only 15% of their normal pay, despite

troops are being drawn up.

NUPE branch secretary Roger
Wimbush is supporting calls for a
nationwide ballot on strike action.
‘The only way to make the govern-
ment move and bring about an end
to this dispute is to have a ballot on
national action rather than having
different action being taken in different
parts of the country’, he said. In
terms of public support, the ambu-
lance workers appear to have 1t
100%. Letters in the Press over-
whelmingly back the crews and
collecting buckets quickly overtlow.
So the support is there — perhaps it's
time to step up the action.

The people of Cardiff at last know

understanding the forms.
A further development is that the

reported. The scheme would be run
by Bristol-based Payment Points Ltd.
Obviously there'’s a good profit to be
made in the poll tax

Hampshire

[ .abour councillors who argue that we
must wait for their party to achieve
power instead of refusing to pay the
poll tax reveal themselves In therr
true colours — they are people more
interested in power per se than In
immediate moral issues. [ was 1m-

pressed by the recent example of a
magistrate living in a solidly Tory

arca in Hampshire who was so dis-

gusted by the poll tax and who found

religion and of dignity without the aid of law, and whilst
he 1s prepared to give freely and of his best in co-operation

Fregdom will be possible when people understand and
desire it — for man can only rule where others subserviently
obey. Where none obey, none has power to rule.

(George Nicholson

first, last, and perennial refuge of scoundrels.

PENIS, n. A male organ often employed in place of the brain.

what their poll tax for this coming
year will be — £253 per person. This
1s £90 more than the Welsh Office
prediction of £175 — a figure that the

the idea of prosecuting non-payers so
objectionable that she resigned In
protest (cited on ‘Today’ on Radio 4,
January). Even if Labour councillors

But ‘self-responsibility’ is one of

never been considered cost effective
enough for widespread application in
the NHS (indeed, how can it be cost
effective when many of its practitioners
eschew i1deas of ‘illness’ and thus
‘cure rate'?). Drugs and behaviour
therapy (focussing on the body more
than the mind) are relatively cheap
and simple. Organic psychiatrists and
the present administration have a
shared interest in the continued pre-
dominance of drug cures — not only
are patients given less opportunity to
think rationally (and, perhaps, to
question) and thus really to take
responsibility for themselces, some-
one 1s also taking a hefty profit. Total
UK sales of medicine have risen from
£597 milhion in 1976 to £2,460 million
in 1986, in the face of worldwide
recession. (Source: The Health Con-
spiracy: how doctors, the drug industry
and the government undermine our

coal industry and lhkely consequ-

cers, politicians and unions, with the
possible exception of a difference of
opinion on the effect of Mrs T's so-
called efficiency changes on people
immediately and directly involved in
the coal industry, causing them °
like the misguided miner to howl with
injured self-interest . . .

Having regard to the known effects
of such ‘changes’ involving being
thrown on the scrap heap of redun-
dancy and unemployment, changes
which are primarily in the interests
of private profit, the reaction ol
miners and others concerned 1S not
only to be expected but also fully
warranted.

Misguided or not, to repeat the
above question differently, does the
reference to Mrs T's ethciency
changes in Johnny Peon's comments
indicate support for the policy
imposed in the primary interest ol

to all who have contributed mate-
rial to this issue of FREEDOM and to

' nowherz near as terrifying as the S ociety bei alSew = itical soci hi = o A | | e e e . T T e A . I artirle
‘! b b dg’d thcdprqspccl. of society being prdl‘se\yorlh) in political .\()CI.CI"V which has recourse to | LONELINESS. n. A condition so pervasive in American soci- responding to emergency calls. Man- council "are considering a scheme Thatcher’s favourite phrases — could | ences, it \\l“ be toundthat the article thosa teadars listed below: who
| ﬁ ree -f()yn political bondage an gngn mdcpendenc¢ to penodl; \yars. or the need of jails, gallows and bludgeons ety that people will even flock to A A. meetings to alleviate it. agement have said they will call In wherebv we can pay our poll tax at it be that she’s only paying it lip- | contained little or nothing at variance have added a donation to our
He organise 1ts own economy b\ mutuql altd and co-operanon. — and It1s because he is aware that these brutal weapons § | . the police and the Welsh Office con- the Jocal corner shop. ‘Pick up a pinta service? m(h h;s OWN VIEWS ‘rcgurdmg“\tutc Funds when renewing their
: Government provides its own indictment when it so are the instruments of every government and State that JDERATE, n. A bought and paid for politician, much firmed that contingency plans to us€ and pay your poll tax’ the local paper Quite hikely psychotherapy has | capitalism, nationalisation, finan- | subscriptions.

DONATIONS

JANUARY 14th - 28th

Freedom fortnightly fighting fund
London SW11:
verhampton: J.L. £2; Aylesbury:
P.C. £1.30; London SE24: J.J. £5;
Simonstone: T.V. £1; Berkeley:
A.G. £20; Chelmsford: E.A. £1.

M.G. £5; Wol-

TOTAL = £35.30

1990 TOTAL TO DATE = £337.30

Freedom Press Overheads Fund
London SW15: J. McG. £1: Nor-
wich: T.J.A.£5; London SE19: H.S.
£10; Berkeley: A.G. £~ Pen-
cader: R.A. £1.30.

TOTAL = £34.30
1990 TOTAL TO DATE = £83.40

ruling Labour group claimed would haven't got the guts to break the law, health by Dr Joe Collier.) capitalism?

(to be continued)
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