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\ We are looking at the possibility of a day ‘ A AANGE €y night at no extra cost’
London Anarchist Forum school on contemporary anarchist ideas, a |  S+0 Wh“ﬁfhapcl g'gh Street CONTACTS
Fridays at 8pm at Mary Ward Centre, | summer camp, at publishing a newsletter, at )ndorj | — 1 Y .
42 Queen Square, London WCI developing an anarchist visilors bureau in Open !giona(;ay-[-r(l)dfy 10-6pm SUBSCRIPTION RATES Sectional Editors
London, and hope 1o contimue the anarchist aturday 10-2pm — Science, Technology, Envir
XTEND RAMM R St , —— Science, le gy, Environment
27:::.& Hi EI.).:ROGf NEl9h90 & s.ma le ‘f“:’t}h{c ’t:“l;sum“f‘”% FREEDOM PRESS titles e od abroad Andrew Hedgecock, 9 Hood Street,
l p[: e H"" g o - i‘ = .m“ﬂ, "‘” t summer. | can be obtained through most ant S rface airmail* | Sherwood, Nottingham NGS5 4DH
: ' .ndy.) e R e L A bookshops. Some alternative . : Industrial: Tom Carhile, 42 Gaston
4th May - open discussion Freedom (24 issues) half price for 12 issues - - alllie, %a Uk

11th May - "Gender, Race, Handicap . . .

Class? A Cnocal Look at Equal Oppor-

tumties” (speaker: Peter Neville)

25th May - open discussion

1st June - subject 10 be announced (speaker: Katy

Andrews)

8th June - 1o be arranged

15th June - 10 be arranged

22nd June - “Freespace - Anarchist Alterna-

tives in Town Plamning”™ (speaker: Andrew

Lamton)

29th June - open discussion and plans for

1990-92

6th July - "The Inadequacy of Mindless

Ecology” (speaker: Dave Dane)
SUMMER VACATION

28th September - "Why Revolutions

Occur” (speaker: Dave Wedgewood)

7th October - open discussion

Further meetings are now being arranged for
the coming academic year, the term dates of
which are Fridays 28th September 1o 14th
December 1990, 11th january to 22nd March
1991 and 19th April 10 315t May 1991, all at
gpm to 10pm. And in 1991 we hope 10 con-
tinue from 7th June to 14th July either at the
same tme or the earlier ime of 6pm to 8pm
from 7th June to 14th July (if other classes
use the centre from 8pm to 10pm we can, if
we are the only group we swilch 1w 6pm 10
8pm for this month). Anyone interested in
leading a discussion (including visiting in-
termational contributors) o contact Dave
EDane or Peter Neville at the meetings, or
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the above? A

Anarchist Communist
Federation

Public meeting at Conway Hall

3rd MAY at 8.00pm
at
MARCHMONT COMMUNITY
CENTRE
Marchmont Street, London WC(C]
(nearest tube Russell Square)

BEATING THE POLL
TAX

¢ following bookshops

with speakers from London, Nottingham
and Scotland actively involved in the
anti-poll tax fight

POLL TAX RIOTERS' SUPPORT GROUP

SUPPORT THE 341!

We can't afford the Poll Tax and we can't al-

ford the Fines either. If you were glad 10 see
people fighting back on March 31sl, give gener-
ously

We, the Suppont Group are members of a
number of groups, and we want 10 show simple
solidarity with the victims of the Police Riot

If you have paid a Fine, have an upcomin
Trial, or know people in Prison please contac
us al the address below. We can help 1o make
sure your solicitor is competent and sympath-
elic, or we can contribute 10 your Fine.

Please send mone{hto the address below
(cheques payable 10 the PTHSG)

PTRSG, 840 WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET,
LONDONEL

bookshops stock FREEDOM PRESS
and BLACK ROSE BOoOKS titles:

GURASS ROOTS BOOKSHOP
| Ncewton Street, Piccadilly, Manchester

MUSHROOM
1) Heathcote Sreet, \nxtmgh.am

INDEPENDENT BOOKSHOP
surrcy Street, Shettield

FREEDOM can be obtaimned at the

ABERDEEN

Boomtown Books, 167 King Street
BRIGHTON

The Peace Shop, Trafalgar Street
BRISTOIL.

(sreenical HHHL\hHP_ \: L olston Strecet
CARDIFF

Chapter & Verse Bookshop. Morgan Arcade
COVENTRY

Wedee. 13 High Street

DURHAM

Allevcat Books., 258B Sutton Street
LEICESTER

Blackthorn Books. 70 High Street
LIVERPOOIL

News from Nowhere., 112 Bold Street

NORWICH
Health Books. 48 Bethel Street

NOTTINGHAM
Mushroom “tmk.\hnp 11) Heathcote Street

PLYMOUTH

In Other Words, 72 Mutley Plain
PORTSMOUTH

Time for Change, 167 Fawcett Road

READING
Acorn Books. 17 Chatham Street

SOUTHAMPTON

October Books. 4 Onslow Road
SWANSEA

Emma’s, 19 Bryn-y-Mor Road

Claimants R (0 — —
Regular 12.00 1500 23.00
Institutional 2000 23.00 31.00
The Raven (4 issues)
Claimants X0 — —
Rcgular 10.00 11.00 16.00
Institutional 12.(00) 14 (N 19.00
inland abroad abroad

surface airmail®

Joint sub (24 x Freedom, 4 x The Raven)

Claimants 1S.(0) — _—
Regular 20,00 24.50 37.00
Institutional . 3450 47.00

Bundle subscription for Freedom (6 months)

2 copies x 12 10.00  11.50 15.00
Q (UPIC\ ) | l: :“ (l’ :2 5“ 3() (X)
10 copies x 12 40.00 45 00  60.00

othcer bundle sizes on application

Avenue, Keynsham,
Bristol BSIS 1T

[.and Notes: V. Richards. c/o Free-
dom Press, 84b Whitechapel High
Street. London E1 7OX

Regional Correspondents

Cardiff: Eddie May, c/o History De-
partment, UWCC, PO Box 909, Car-
diff CF1 3XU

Hove: Johnny Yen, 52 Westbourne
Gardens, Hove, East Sussex BN3
SPQ

Retford: Fred Oughton, 2 Holly
Road, Retford, Notts.

Northern Ireland: Dave Duggan, 27
Northland Avenue, Derry BT48
TIW.

Vorfolk: John Myhill, Church Farm,
Hethel, Norwich NR14 THD.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

To Freepom Press in Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel High Street, London E1 70X

a—

|| T am a subscriber; please renew my sub to Freedom for ISsues

C - ree |

_J T am not yet a subscriber; please enter my sub to Freedom for .......
ISSUCS

L) Please make my sub to Freedom into a joint sub to Freedom and The
Raven starting with number 9 of The Raven

L] I would like the following back numbers at £2.50 per copy post free
(numbers 1 to 8 are available).

Press overheads fund

l enclose £.............. payment

..........................................

[ enclose a donation to Freedom fornightly fighting fund/Freedom

(continued from page 1)

thick skin so that abuse falls like water
off a duck's back, and one learns to eat
a dreadful diet in unclean conditions -
but this just shows the human ability
to adjust to almost any conditions,
given time.

Despite the Home Office spokesman,
David Mellor, claiming that the "situ-
ation is getting better”, Strangeways is
still said to be the most overcrowded
prison in Europe. When | asked the
wives of the prisoners what their hus-
bands were demanding, they listed
overcrowding, the conditions inside
and the treatment by prison officers as
the issues which sparked the riot.
Family visits had also been cut from
once a week to once a month.

During this dispute it is claimed that
the relatives are not being kept in-
formed about developments. Some
supporters and families of the prison-
ers whom | spoke to had come from as
far afield as Scotland and Wales to
wave to their loved ones. Mr Taylor, the
prisoners’ spokesman, claimed that
the media was being fed misinforma-
tion by the authorities.

Resisting mass society
How can we explain the recent riots in
London and at Strangeways?

A comment made on television by Eric
Moonman of the Centre for Contempor-
ary Studies was interesting. He said
the prison riot, like the football vi-
olence, the Trafalgar Square riot and
the other poll tax demos, are all a fea-
ture of people behaving badly in mass
groups, doing things they would not do
as individuals.

HOME NEWS

Strangeways

| take the opposite view! | would argue
that the riots and violence are exam-
ples of people trying to express their in-
dividuality in a mass society.

In the twentieth century we have been
plunged into a mass society. Factories
and trade unions discipline workers,
huge bureaucracies intervene and
order our lives, hierarchies put us in
our place at every turn.

Ignazio Silone, the novelist, is worth
quoting at length on this: "If you look
at the newspaper accounts of the an-
archist or syndicalist violence which
was a frequent occurrence in various
countries around the final decades of
the last century and the beginning of
this one, you will see that it was the
work of artisans, intellectuals - gener-
ally students - or of peasants. If by
chance you also find a worker, he is
probably an ex-peasant. . . . The fac-
tory worker is the mass-man par ex-
cellance. It is no accident that in [taly,
fascism met armed resistance and lost
more victims in the regions and cities
where large industry didn't exist and
where workers were employed in small
enterprises.”

When one listens to the prisoner Mr
Taylor, he tells us that they had hoped
to mount a peaceful protest - a sit-
down - at Strangeways, but the men,
as usual, were met with platitudes and
attitudes by the authorities which only
produced rage and frustration. The
system - the prison machine - was, it
seems, never prepared to listen.

Anarchist come back

As we watched from the street we stu-
died an odd placard beneath Mr Tay-
lor. It read "PLEBEIUS - OF THE COMMON
PeEorLE”. The journalists were bewil-
dered, and someone sald they must
have raided the library. Fortunately a
representative of the Spanish anarcho-
syndicalist CNT (Renovado CGT) was
present and translated the Latin for us
to mean "Lowest of the Low".

[t is no accident that the anarchists
have again begun to gain influence as
the Poll Tax struggle shifts to the
streets. While the conflict remained
confined in the corridors of power and
the realm of political management, the
party hacks, bureaucrats and their
mass machines dominated the course
of events. But now the struggle is in the
streets, and against the law, those ele-
ments like the anarchists and other
members of the "losers’ enclosure” like
the prisoners are acting individually on
their own initiative.

This is a repeat performance of what
happened in the 1960s when the mem-
bers of the peace movement took to the
streets and advocated breaking the
law. Then, as now, the anarchists came
to the fore and were rediscovered.

Consider what Silone says again:
"Compare the respective attitudes to-
wards fascism of the Spanish workers

Sliding down the
industrial mountain

Boss and worker at loggerheads - a famihar pic-
ture. But very few people pause to question the
economic system which uses the domination of the
individual by wage packet. Wherever you turn, you
will find forms of work in which "the boss™ causes
the conflict. But the boss is now tuming into a ma-
chine, a metal and plastic thing with a will of its
OWN.

Industry has developed to a point where it 1s arace
between the robotism which started in 1980 and the
right to work. There are now about 100,000 robots
throughout the world. Once the nght buttons are
pressed, they get on with the work. Yet the worker
himself still firmly believes that he - or she - must
work for somebody, seldom himself. Mad thinking
is found elsewhere. The theme of the organised in-
dustrial society still insists that the employee must
divide his time more or less equally between fam-
ily and home and factory and office. The family 1s
an emotional cauldron while the factory 1s fighting
forits existence. The injustice of this division of the
worker's time rests upon the fact that the individual
should, by rights, be spending much more time with
the family, not giving it away to factory or office.
The family is worth more than the machine.

Inside industry there is a great passion for the sys-
tem, which is introduced regardless of human con-
ditions and circumstances. All those who are ga-
thered beneath the office or factory roof must con-
form to the system. Without conformity, they say,
nothing will work. The system itself is inflexible,
contained in a manual of directives, or inside acom-
puter, to which the worker has to turn for instruc-
tions. These manuals and computers quickly ac-
quire a personality.

In the most heavily robotised society in the world,
Japan, where the ratio of industrial robots now to-
tals more than 65,000 - one to every 500 Japanese -
these gadgets are even given pet names and ac-
corded a lavish amount of attention which goes far
beyond simple maintenance. Some of them play
repetitive snatches of Beethoven as they trundle
around.

In the West this sort of sentiment has not yet ar-
rived. Britain has only about 3,500 of them. Robots
here are nothing more than machine tools. yet there
is a growing subservience in industries where a high
degree of automation operates. We are now trotting
along the path of countries where the racial mi-
norities tend the robots, and where forelock tugging

1s easy to introduce. The essential individuality of
the craftsman is going.

Nissan is among the leading companies to create
a conformist workforce in Britain. After sending
UK supervisors to the home factory in Japan, where
the system could be explained, they created a Brit-
ish factory which directly mirrored the company
plan. In 1985 Nissan produced 12.3 million ve-
hicles, but Americans managed only 11.7 million.

The Nissan plan was skilfully designed to avoid
individual objections and misgivings. A lot of in-
formation was undisclosed. It was, in effect, like
looking at a Shinto shrine in which the mass of de-
tail defied description, and you were forced to ac-
cept that this was simply a magnificent edifice. It
had the effect of abrading any self-interest which
the employee might have. The Nissan philosophy
showed an indifference to human nature. This was
bome out when the assembly lines were switched
on and the rate of production measured. Within
weeks, the assembly line was almost impercepltibly
speeded up. In a second phase the acceleration was
more noticeable. When this factdawned on the wor-
kers, many left, others complained of stress. There-
sentment which they expenienced was in line with
Rousseau’s "I love liberty; I detest trouble, con-
straint, restriction". Like the French philosopher,
they nevertheless recognised thatmoney was the in-
strument of freedom, and so they joined the dole
queue for their subsistence.

In the engineering industry there is a continuing
battle for a shorter working week of 35 hours. Ths
would be less than other countries - a fact which the
employers' organisations have used over and over
again in justification of their refusal to listen. In
their eyes the workers want more for less. Y etmore-
for-less happens to be one of the basic tenets of the
tools known as "value analysis" or "value engineer-
ing", both of which are used in the industry. When
the boot is on the other foot, the employers bridle.

Automation in the engineering industry 1s wide-
spread. There also happens to be a huge amount of
boredom among the once-skilled operators who
now tend numerically controlled machines. All they
have to do is stand and watch, making the occa-
sional correction. These are the people who want a
shorter working week. It is a fact that many of them
could spend 20 hours or less a week on the factory
floor without any loss of production. Automation

has reached a point where components can be pro-
duced ad infinitum to precise limits. At Nissen the
robots now fit batteries, windows, seats, rear lamps,
adjust headlights and fill the radiator without
human intervention. According to Nissan, the pro-
duction cycle has reached about 7%. There 1s still a
long way to go.

Behind the engineering dispute are two facts. The
first is that man i1s born free and, to echo the philos-
ophers, everywhere he 1s 1n chains. He has no op-
tion but to unite. Itis the collective will that speaks,
just as it has already spoken in China and Eastern
Europe. It is the union that provides the voice.

The reason why the union is so weak is because
the individual member is alienated. His particular
needs are not precisely those of the rest. The feel-
ing is multiplied throughout the membership. This
leads to a danger of failing to recognise that the

struggle is not within the workers but 1n the condi- |

tions which have changed radically within ten
years. There may be some consolation in the fact
that Europe's trading position is growing weaker
while America and Japan fight for international su-
premacy. In Japan the cities are strangling them-
selves, and there is a rapidly accelerating divorce
rate, alcoholism, mental illness and suicide. The
Tokyo transport authority has publicly asked travel-
lers not to throw themselves on the lines during the
rush hour, as this causes disruption. If we are to wel-
come vast changes, reflect on what the US trade
journal High Technology recently said: "If the
United States continues on its present course, it will
probably lose its status as the world's leading econ-
omic power before the end of the century.”

In terms of historical chronology we are still only
a mere step away from the start of the Industnal
Revolution. The workers protest and strike, the em-
ployers apply the lockout and stop paying wages.
We are far distant from the new climate demanded
by Jean-Jacques Servan-Schreiber in The World
Challenge(Collins, 1981). He wrote: "Modemising
industry entails replacing man'’s physical strength
with machines - changing the modes of production
and work". It has not happened, although Servan-
Schreiber, a former secretary general of the French
Social Radical Party, believed that major changes
must occur within ten years.

James Lawton |
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and the Germans. The difference in na-
tional character can explain only In
part the different way of reacting to the
enemy’s attack. The growth of big In-
dustry has been a powerful help in re-
inforcing the tendency of Germans -
workers Included - toward zusammen-
marschieren (marching in step). Their
inter-party struggles are essentially
the struggles between different ma-

chines. Individual initiative has been
reduced to zero”.

What we are now seeing is the in-
mates of the "losers’ enclosure” hitting
back. The sociologists call them the
"underclass” - the unemployed and un-
employable, those on low pay and all
those who have escaped from integra-
tion in the mass machine-like organi-
sations of our society. These people
can't relate to Thatcher’s "yuppie-land”
or Labour’s local authority place-see-
kers in their plum jobs. Also, the two
great philosophies of the "mass-man”:
fascism and Marxism, which have in
the past recruited the underclass,
seem to be past their historical peak.

Last week there were scrap mer-
chants eyeing up Strangeways prison,
considering its potential as a piece of
architectural salvage. Anarchists must
look at British society in the same light
- what is worth saving? What should go
' on the scrap heap? Now, it seems to
. me, would be a good time for the vari-
ous elements of the British anarchist
movement to form a loose alliance and
assemble a programme which will ar-
ticulate the needs of a growing group
of people who do not feel as if they be-
long to a system of mass parties and
bureaucratic organisations.

Brian Bamford

Anarchists benefit from
Trafalgar Square riot

(continued from page 1)

The television show Channel 4 News taped us for
later transmission. They did not use the clip, pres-

| umably because all we told them was what we said

in Freedom - that the riot had not been organised by
anybody - and by the time Freedom was printed this
was commonplace.

Thames Reports, a television show for the Lon-
don area, announced on 10th April that it was gomng
to reveal "the forces behind the poll tax riot in Lon-
don". Said forces turmed out to be cuts in benefits
to the young, crack-downs on squatters, and the poll
lax.

Several Class War members were interviewed
during the week. All of them said they welcomed
the opportunity to attack police and destroy
property. One of them, Andy Murphy, 1s conse-
quently in danger of losing his £14,000 a year job
as a council finance officer. (We have been told that
Murphy's home was raided and his address book
seized, and his friends are being pursued.) Other an-
archists interviewed, and demonstrators not of the
anarchist persuasion, regretted the violence but de-

clined to condemn the roters for exploding 1n jus-
tified anger.

Of 331 people arrested on the demonstration,
about one third were squatting or of no fixed abode.
Of 126 persons hospitalised (in addition to the 58
police), it seems one tenth had no connection with
the demonstration. One man, whose nose was
broken with a truncheon, was having a peaceful
drink in a pub which the police decided to clear.
Keith Patton, a photographer with the Mail on Sun-
day, was hit by a riot policeman who said "You'll
do”.

On the evening of the riot, a shaken policewoman
said to a television interviewer, "1 think we lostit".
Deputy Assistant Commissioner Meynell said she
was mistaken, there was never any danger of the
rioters winning. But perhaps she was talking about
the police losing their cool.

The organisers of the march, the Militant Tend-
ency (a Trotskyist group within the Labour Party)
calling themselves The Anti-Poll Tax Federation,
have announced an internal investigation into the
riot. The police have not announced an internal in-
vestigation, but they are probably having one, and
whoever was in charge of the operation will prob-
ably be moved, discreetly, to a job where he can do
less damage. There is a consensus among the ob-
servers that if the police had tried to contain the
demonstration, instead of trying to break it up, the
trouble would have been minor.
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n Nietszche's view, of all humanity, the peasant
Iis the best and should be the master. Last year |
met a peasant family in the Auvergne who promised
to invite me to the annual ritual killing of pigs. It1s

FEATURES ON THE LA
A Tale from the

—

ND

and recommendations in my bag and everyone
wishing me Bon Voyage, I shouted, "Will you come
to our beautiful Suffolk?" "Maybe", said Monsieur
Besson, and pushing back his cap, a broad smile on
his face, he pointed towards the cows, the dairy and

FEATURES ON THE LAND

CHOOKS COME HOME TO ROOST

proportions as other places with commercial egg

4

which may have been applied to the land or fence
poles or whatever thirty years ago. Land from which

the beef came is no longer used for production to
protect the reputation of the Australian product. Ru-
mour has it that they are now made over (o veget-

a time-honoured tradition which goes back to the
Gauls, providing the Auvergnats with charcutene

production. It can fair put you off your breakfast
when you think of the captive misery of so many

able production for the local market. So it goes.
[ don’t know what this has to do with anarchy or

Auvergne But Don’t Eat the Eggs

la famille. "Que voulez-vous, on n’est pas libre".

10
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9 STAINLESS HARDENED

for the year.

This family lives in a tiny hamlet perched on one
of the highest and most remote mountains of the
Sancy chain, and has also been making the delicious
and little-known cheese of St Nectaire for five
generations. Through instinct and way ahead of
fashion, they happened to have rejected the won-
ders of chemical food and are the only orgamc
cheese makers of the region.

This invitation amrived late. | left Polstead wath
great speed and sailed away through might and day,
ferry and trains to Clermont-Ferrand where, at 5Spm,
| found myself stuck without bus or any pubhc
transport to take me up to their village. The travel-
ling network only caters for the tounists and the sea-
son of the nomad gawpers starts in April. Yet for
the obstinate gourmet there is a way. Afternoisy en-
quiries I finally hired a push-bike from the staton,
a ten-speed red mount that advertised itself as the

arrow of Auvergne. And there, full of energy, | em-
barked on the tiny winding uphill road mn a snow
storm - 45km, dear reader, you have to be mou-

ited. | reached Monne, above St Nectaire, at ten

that evening and during the trip as I hummed and
pushed my bike up the frozen landscape my whole
being was gradually soaring above the miseries of
the everyday life I had left behind. Thas 1s 1t, |
thought, freedom - alone, on the move, no restric-
tion, minimum possessions, a bit of a rough tme
and yet the pnide of struggling to keep the body
warm and one’s mind on the alert. I felt I could do
anything . . . provided it did not last too long.
Besides, the vision of the two pigs slaughtered that
very day gave me wings. The welcome that awaited
me late that might was notous and never mind the
way, | had made it. As I gulped a hot soup laced
with wine | heard all about the cutting of the pigs
into quarters and thirds. "Men enjoy the feeling of
absolute nghteousness even when they commut
atrocities” wrote Bruce Chetwin in The Songlines.
| heartly agree.

The next five days were spent with the Besson -
1t means twins in Auvergne dialect - doimng just that:
delicious atrocities in the shape of huge salt and
peppered hams, rings of black puddings, salamus,
patés, terrines de foie and lard. Three generations
of Besson took turn, in pair - Noblesse oblige - to
work in the dairy. Thirty cows with superlative
names like Highness, Snow Queen and Lady in
Waiting in silky brown robes to be milked twice a
day, their rich beautiful milk being turned, thanks
to the intelligent care of the fromagéres, into beau-
tiful cheeses neatly stacked in the cellar of the
house. In the evening we climbed into the attic and
dealt with the pigs. The dry atmosphere of the alt-
tude, explained Monsieur Besson, 1s the most im-
portant ingredient in the fabnication of the hams.

| learsned many things during those five days. In
the warmth of the dairy, through the endless chat-
ter of the women (grandmother, mother and twin
granddaughters, naturally) laughter, comments and
ceaseless consultations about the readiness of the
cheese paste flew about with great speed. Also fam-
ily problems, tension, jokes, simple points about
daily behaviour were discussed, analysed and
smoothed out over the huge vats as the miracle of
the cheesmaking unfolded its mystery under my
eyes. Once | commented on thespinted atmosphere
of the place and Madame Besson looked up and
said, "It 1s the milk, you see, it makes you feel
good”. This simple truth from people who toiled
endlessly and contentedly high above the Limagne

reminded me that the constant expression of joy 1s

the most authentic sign of wisdom.

I also leamt a golden rule: you never work alone
and you rarely have fun alone. Shaning was their se-
cret - the grandmother’s greatest fear was that the
children and grandchildren would one day “"quat”
the hamlet to taste the flat comfortable life of the
city. Her two most potent enemies were the men
from the Ministry of Agnculture or Insurance Rep

and the lure of the grotesque games on the box. She
would-shrug the latter off and act dumb when the
suave sneaks appeared on the doorstep, sitting up
stiffly, her hands folded across her tired apron, she
would have them filling up all their papers, out of
lassitude. "I can't win", she commented with dig-
nity, "so I pretend he is cleverer than I, you must
have your wits about you". The family never of-
fered them anything,but no sooner had they left than
the coffee, red wine and laughter returned in the Kat-
chen.

[ must not convey the impression that life up there
was always fun. They often had disturbing family
confrontations around the dinner table and crnises
like everyone else. While I was there, a neighbour
died after a long illness and the bachelor son, un-
able to cope with the loneliness of an empty house,
drove his 2CV into the lake at the foot of the vil-
lage. Everybody was in mourning. The next day
they all gathered for a meal after the funeral and
comforted one another in hushed voices. "Voila”,
they concluded, "they are free from all this now, but
we carry on, en famille”. Their togethemess was
very moving. The toughness of their life and their
demanding tasks were the very things that sustained
their spirit, illustrating the point that true work 1s
the dignity of man, and sadly contrasting with the
spurious nature of the activities that we, the edu-
cated ones, call employment.

The last evening, as | was helping to turn the heads
of the pigs into patés (we had worked from the tail
end) I was mixing all the ingredients with glasses
of eau-de-vie (what an irony!) when suddenly Ma-
dame whispered, "Put everything in except the eyes
and ears"”. | looked up, puzzled. "No good for the
digestion”, she went on, "it gives us wind, besides,
we don't want the pigs to have the last laugh”.

And then, the moment of departure arrived. As |
mounted the red arrow to cycle back to Clermond
in the warm March sunshine, with all the recipes

We are not free. I left with this last, most precious

bit of truth, that happy collective slavery is infinite-
ly better than the lonely freedom of the push-bike

voyager, n'est-ce pas’
Paule Pym

—

USSR - Empty shelves lead to crackdown
on co-operative enterprises

Rumours are flying about that there 1s to be a
crackdown in the USSR on co-operative shops
and traders, who are being increasingly
blamed for comering the market in scarce
goods and selling at exorbitant prices. The
Communist Party in Moscow and Azerbaijan
are drafting measures to ban State enterprises
from dealing with or using the services of 1n-
dependent co-ops.

Beer - S&N sell off pubs to avoid
monopolies ruling

Scottish & Newcastle, the smallest of the "Big
Six" brewenies, are reportedly selling off 250
of their tied houses, so reducing the number of
S&N pubs to 2,000. The pubs will not be sold
to the existing tenants (brewery-employed
landlords) though - S&N have said this wasn't
practical. The most likely purchasers will be
big leisure groups and other brewenes. This
big sell-off 1s being carmed out in order to
remove the brewery from the Guest Beer
clause in the new orders of the Mergers and
Monopolies Commission, which come into
effect on 1st May 1990, but affecting only
those breweries with more than 2,000 owned
or tied outlets. Incidentally, why is there only
one Monopolies Commission?

Land Question in Scotland - and Beyond

So the Queen 1s still the nchest woman 1n the world, accord-
ing 1o Forbes Magazine's annual review of the nch and
super-rich. Her Majesty’s wealth runs to about £5 billion,
some £2 billion of which 1s in the form of land - a fair bit of
which 1s doubtless 1n Scotland. But she 1sn’t alone - large
landholding 1s still very much the norm in Scotland, the ma-
jority of land 1s sull held by such landowners. Interestingly,
in these days of obsessive local government head counting,
there 1s no register of land ownership, land quality or land use,
so figures are a little hard to come by. The most recent figures
are for 1970 and they give an interesting picture of feudal-
ism today. Some 60% of Scotland i1s owned by 1,430 land-
owners (out of a total population of just over five million),

thing of the past. Not at all! The large estate is still the norm,
with 75% of all private land being in estates of 1,000 acres,
50% of 5,000 acres and 33% of 20,000 acres. I live in Per-
thshire where, I suspect, land holding patterns are not quite of
the same magnitude, but the further north you go, and cer-
tainly once you cross the Caimgorms, the more you find your-
self on the vast estates and, of course, the more the land ques-
ton 1s a live 1ssue. In the Highlands and Islands land is still
seen by many as a central concern, not surprisingly perhaps
given that it 1s only 1n that country that you can still find any
real remnants of the peasantry of Britain. Sull, even without
the benefit of a recent history of mass land agitation behind
us, anarchists should recognise the central importance of the
land 1ssue.

One of the most difficult things to imagine 1s how, given the
incredible degree of speculation that we are now used to, we
will ever be able to shake off industrial consumensm. If we
were all plunged into our utopia tomorrow (which one?) 90%
of the population would die of withdrawal symptoms - the
"cold wrkey” of coming off Saturday moming shopping at
Safeway or Tesco would just be too much for most of us. At
the moment we are dependent on fewer and fewer of these
capitalists for our food. City analysts predict that within a few
years three supermarket chains (guess which!) will contro
15% of food retailing in the UK. To put it simply: they wil

the Second World War) were, in the late 1940s, being 1im-
prisoned for land seizures; whilst land ownership pattérns are
little changed from the 1880s.

For the Highlands and Islands the question of land 1s also a
cultural one. Although the Gaelic language and culture is en-
joying something of a revival at the moment (with some
90,000 Gaelic speakers in Scotland), the North, like the whole
of Scotland, is still suffering from the problem of depopula-
tion. In the next few years some 300,000 Scots will leave the
country, most for London. For the Gael, land 1s the key ele-
ment in their culture, and perhaps no authentic revival will be
possible without the return of the land to the people.

[s there a desire for land in Scotland and Britain? I’ ve talked
about the Saturday shop at Sainsbury’s, and when I look

act as monopolists in the purchase and production of food, 1.¢.
they will be in a position to dictate the methods and amount
of food, and they will also effectively be the monopoly sup-
pliers of the processed product to you and me. Here is the cen-
tral importance of land, and its ownership - it can provide
people with freedom in this fundamental area. For many this
1s simply a matter of their very health, for some (more than
perhaps we are allowed to think) a matter of life and death.
My own son suffers from severe allergic reactions to food that
has been grown using chemicals, he has to eat food that 1s or-
ganically grown, and that hasn’t been processed to meet the
requirements of "shelf life” obsessed supermarket executives.
He 1s not an 1solated case but, rather, one of a growing num-
ber of children who are showing signs of the chemical assault

decide what we eat. They, and the chemical companies, wil

one of the unhealthiest in western Europe, whilst we have the
biggest concentration of landholding.

The land question also has an important cultural/historical
aspect in the Highlands and Islands. It1s only just over a cen-
tury since land-starved crofters and cottars mounted land raids
throughout the area, seizing land that they saw as belonging
to all of them - not to the deer and sheep of the great estates.
Outside the Highlands and Islands the direct action of the
Land League is little known, but the struggles of the 1880s
were serious enough for Westminster 1o send gunboats,
marines and police reinforcements from Glasgow. Crofter
MPs were elected to parliament and the mass action of the
people eventually forced the government to pass the 1886
Crofters’ Act, which was the foundauon of the legislation that
sull holds today. Historical lessons abound here, for initial (if
partial) success came only with an alliance of cultural forces
in Glasgow, Edinburgh and London, along with the people in
the Highlands and Islands. Agitation at the centre of govern-

ment, along with direct land seizures 1n the area. However,

once the crofters had achieved their main aim - tenure - they
quickly abandoned their landless cottar allies, for whom the
struggle had been about the very possession of land. Similar-
ly, the Crofter MPs, returned as genuinely popular repre-
sentauves of the people, lost themselves in the mire of par-
liamentarianism, whilst the people’s movement was sucked
into the Liberal party. Action through parliament in the end
proved to be no real answer, and landless men (returning from

vegetable gardens of my father’s council scheme in the Lo-
thians are evidence of a land feeling that stretches back
through industrialism to an earlier desire for freedom based
on land. A land feeling of tomorrow’s handloom weavers?
Land is a central issue for anarchists, and others, but it is not
an easy question. Just how widespread 1s the desire for land
or, rather, how likely 1s it that such a desire could be re-
kindled? What about the quality of land in Scotland, where
about half of the land 1s of very poor quality - one reason why
the large estates have lasted. What of the attitude of Scots?
Recently I saw two houses in the small Ross-shire village of
Lochcarron being advertised for sale in Edinburgh (bigger
money there!). My wife’s family sold their paternal home on
Skye to English holidaymakers. If Highlanders and Islanders,
with their history of land struggle, frequently act like this,
what hope of the rest? A Scottish Natonal Party spokesman
gave his budget day comments recently: his review of SNP
economic policy covered everything - industrial expansion,
infrastructure, investment in jobs and training, new markets
- except the land question. Perhaps those be-suited cynics
have got it right - let’s hope not.
Stephen Cullen

Footnotes

1. All land ownership figures taken from "The Law of the Land” by R. Cal-
lander in Land, edited by J. Hulbent, 1986.

2. J. Porniu, Seeing Green, page 83.

Il is when the global effects of capitalism’s (and
state capitalism's) exploitation and poison of our
planet become personal day-to-day realities that we
start to really worry. In this sense, | suspect that the
past year will come to be regarded as a turning
point.

Sunburn, for example, on the baby of some
friends. During a trip to the country he had been left
outside for half an hour or so in a relatively shady
spot. The blisters were quite nasty. Now that never
used to happen. Indeed, just to walk outside is to be
aware of an extra "kick" in the sunshine. Not tem-
perature - the year has been quite cool by Austra-
lian standards - but that extra zing which lets you
know that maybe you don’t need a suntan all that
much really.

The reason for all this seems to be the famous
ozone depletion and the springtime "hole" in the
ozone layer over the Antarctic. Billions of years
ago, when life was confined to alayer some distance
below the ocean's surface, some bright spark in-
vented photosynthesis and began to use the sun’s
energy directly. Given a few eons, the polluting by-
product of this process - oxygen - had accumulated
in sufficient quantity to poison most of its descend-
ants, who were wiped out or relegated to live in an-
aerobic bogs and the like. Some, of course, changed
their ways to both tolerate and use the new hazard,
and for these there was a bonus, for high up in the
atmosphere a small amount of molecular oxygen is
converted to molecular ozone, which absorbs most
of the dangerous ultra-violet radiation. No longer
was life confined beneath the water’s surface, it
could move up in the water column, and even turn
its light-sensing devices towards the land. So it has
been ever since, until humanity came along with

hen a famous judge, former Master of
the Rolls, Lord Denning, states that the
commoners of Greenham have a right to cut
the wire that prevents them having access to
one of the finest open spaces 1n southerm Eng-
land, the world (or that part of it called Green-
ham Common) may seem to have tumed up-
side down. Have not the women of Greenham
peace camp been cutting the wire since 1981
and, as a result, have been regularly arrested,
prosecuted and fined or imprisoned?

This public open space was taken in 1941 for
an RAF base and in 1951 was handed over to
the USAF under wartime defence regulations.
These expired 1n 1958 so that all subsequent
military building, fences, aircraft hangers,
silos and the recreational facilities, clubs and
churches the Americans cannot manage with-
out, have been 1llegal. But when has that bo-

rights and freedoms, failed to notice that the
1892 Act specifically excluded the right to
take away or prejudicially affect any right of
common.

The women of Greenham have for several
years been arguing in court that these by-laws
are invalid and therefore their prosecutions for
trespass on the base illegal. When two of the
women succeeded in persuading Reading
Crown Court to quash a conviction for tres-
pass made by Newbury magistrates, this deci-
sion was overturned 1in October 1988 by the
High Court and the case returned to the Crown
Court with instructions to convict. Judge
Schiemass’s ruling in this case deserves wide
publicity as it shows the tortuous reasoning es-
tablishment figures can achieve when wrong-
footed by the people. To summarise, I hope
accurately, his ruling: Well, yes, commoners
cannot have their rights removed under this
Act, so the by-laws are indeed invalid. But
they would have been okay if only Michael
had remembered to exempt commoners. Now
let’s assume the by-laws had exempted com-
moners from these restrictions then they
would be valid. You two women are not com-
moners, so hard luck, case dismissed and you

CFCs, which have been quietly eating up the ozone
ever since their inception, and have now given us
our hole.

[f it stayed over Antarctica it would alarm those
concerned with penguin preservation and be a
warning to us to mend our ecological ways, but
would probably impinge on our minds no more than
the million and one other problems humanity is
allowing its social system to impose on the earth.
As the hole closes up each year, however, a couple
of different things can happen. Every now and then,
as eventuated a few years ago, it can break up quite
violently with smaller holes dnfting northward
(that’s where we live), robbing areas beneath of
much of their protection from harmful ultra-violet
rays. Nobody seems to know how often this might
happen. The other scenario is that ozone from sur-
rounding areas just flows into the hole, becoming
diluted in the process. The Local Bureau of Meteor-
ology suggests that the ozone above us in Perth is
decreasing by 0.7% a year, which doesn’t sound
much but, as a rule of thumb, ultra-violet radiation
increases by 2% for every 1% reduction in ozone
cover - or roughly, ultra-violet radiation has in-
creased some /9% over the last decade.

To put this into human terms, epidemiologists es-
timate that a 1% increase in ozone could lead to
5,000 new cases of skin cancer every year as the
high energy rays play skittles with the DNA in the
skin cell’s nuclei. Sight loss due to cataract forma-
tion is also likely to rise fairly dramatically.

So people are starting to wonder, "What sort of
place is this planet going to be when we have to
worry about standing in the sunshine”.

Another example is the chooks. I suppose that
West Australians are disgusted in much the same

Rambling Notes

may not appeal to the House of Lords.

There are ways round this, however, and the
case 1S due to come before the House of Lords
on 8th May, with interesting consequences
should the two women win.

The government, faced with the possibility
of being unable to stop the Greenham women
from walking all over the base, which they
have been reported as doing during this in-
terim penod, and the possibility of claims for
compensation for all those wrongful arrests,
had to think of something quickly. The im-
portant thing was to get rid of these nghts of
common and, as an MoD spokesman said, that
should not be too difficult, after all they can-
not graze their sheep because the wire stops
them and with central heating they do not need
kindling. -

There are 64 commoners and twenty years
ago, after a seven-year struggle with the Air

agreed to forfeit their commoners’ rights to
that part of the common which is built-up
USAF base and agreed not to exercise their
rights over the extensive grasslands of the
base, they would each receive £750. Now for
the stick: if they did not all agree by 6th
January 1990, the Defence Act of 1854 would
be used to abolish these rights. Some of the
commoners just wanted more money, but
three of the 64 refused to accept the deal and
were publicly named, and vilified in the local
press.

small lives and the wealth extracted from it by those
keeping battery hens. Unlike many other places,
though, the urban sprawl that many locals think of
as a city lets those without the moral stamina to

become vegans, take an easy way out. The house
with the quarter acre block may have gone, but
many people have enough room to run a few chic-
kens, feed them food scraps and collect the eggs.

The problemreally comes with nutrientrecycling.
One hundred and fifty years ago the area where
Perth now stands was woodland, used by a stateless
and, in many senses of the word, property- less
people. Time would pass, and trees completing their
stately life cycles would die and fall to the ground.
The process of decay by which their nutrients were
passed on to the next generation was mainly facili-
tated by the termite or humble white ant. Now, it
was not long before the Aboriginal people - under
the pressure of soldiers, cops, prisons, floggings,
executions, guns, disease and prejudice - were
forced to abandon their lifestyle. The termite, how-
ever, i1s a natural conservative. The woodlands may
no longer dance in the breeze, but the white ants stll
keep their ways. Until the last war, that is, with the
introduction of a fantastic range of new products
like DDT, heptachlor, chlordane, etc. These are bad
news lo termites - however, the chemicals don’t
break down very quickly and they tend to be fat so-
luble, which means that they can be concentrated as
they are passed from the lower to the higher end of
the food chain.

Some people, being ecologically conscious or
concemed over their health or something, had ne-
glected to have their houses sprayed for a decade
before getting around to having their eggs analysed.
Results showed what experts cheerfully described
as a pesticide cocktail, with concentrations of insec-
ticides forty to fifty imes recommended "safe” le-
vels. Another place they have been found is human
breast milk. It gets quite depressing.

Many of these chemicals are manufactured in the
USA, which has laws against their use at home but
none against their production for export. This poses
some problems for the Americans because they
have to be careful they don’tre-import these chemi-
cals in the form of unwanted food additives. A year
or two ago, there was a scandal as Australian beef
was rejected by America for above the limit con-
centrations of pesticides - pesticides, by the way,

anything very much except that these days you get
areal feeling that time is running out. The situation-
1sts said, very correctly in my opinion, that there is
no point in self-management of the world as it is,
but only in its transformation. Problem is, even the
world as it is may look like a dream compared to
the rubbish tip of a planet we might be living in if
the present conditions - and those that benefit from
them - are allowed to persist for too much longer.
Mike Payne
Freemantle, Western Australia

"Democracy, just as a political
concept, is meaningless for
any society larger than a small
city or rural commune. Our
so-called democracies in the
Western world are oligarchies
subject more or less to
periodical revision (which
never changes their
oligarchical structure), and in
this way they do not differ
essentially from the
oligarchies that rule the
communist world. The people,
in any human corporate sense,
do not determine any policies
outside their backyards. The
world is governed by the
representatives of industry,
finance, technology, and by
bureaucracies in the paid
service of these powerful
groups - governed, not in the
interests of the people as a
whole, not even of all the
people in any one country, and
not even nowadays for
personal profit, but primarily
Jor the self-satisfying exercise
of power.”

HERBERT READ

Waiting for the Bus

here's nobody here. | reckon we've missed it.

What was that you were saying about the poll
tax? . . . I said we can have sixteen thousand in the
bank now . . . But we don’t have anywhere near
eight thousand . . . The government can’t do any-
thing about that. Their computers don't go down
that low. It's charity’s job, like day centres and
Oxfam and free bus passes. Where is that bus, any-

then? . . . You got fed up with Crossroads, didn't
you? They'll swap Runcie for an Irishman and
Maggie for a Welshman, and everybody will switch
on again for another ten years. You'll miss Neigh-
bours if that bus doesn't turn up soon . . . Time the
Archbishop went. Always looks as if he needs a
good dose of Semtex, poor old man. That's if you
can still get the stuff now they've had the revolution
in Czechoslavakia . . . Pull the other one. They'll
Just put a different label on it, bless it, and stop sell-
ing it direct to Gadaffi. Maybe some of it will find

The ultimatum expired and the MoD has
stated that 1t intends to carry out its threat, as
the action to remove commoners’ rights was
necessary, according to a written answer in the
House of Commons, "to remove a legal ob-
stacle to construction on MoD property”. It
appears that over the years the MoD has been
quietly buying up the land, mainly from local
councils, sometimes under the threat of com-
pulsory purchase. Change of ownership does
not extinguish the rights of commoners and
therefore others to have access and these
rights stand in the way of future military use,
or selling the land for private development in
another pnvatisation bonanza.

Lord Denning, Richard Adams (author of
Watership Down) and other notable locals 1n
a group called "Commons Again”, want to
give the land back to the people when the last
Cruise missiles leave in 1991. They believe
that the MoD lawyers have got it wrong and
that 19th century statutes cannot overnde
Common Law and extinguish commoners’
rights. Perhaps they will succeed in finishing
off the job started by the women of Greenham
who will no doubt be able to keep them well
supplied with wire cutters.

its way over to Lithuania and give Gorby an excuse
to use his tanks . . . They don’t seem to like peres-
troika and glasnost there, do they . . . Course not.
They haven’t got used to it making bugger all dif-
ference to them like we have. It's like complaining
to the bus company . . . | wish the bus would come
. .. What's the betting Havel does a bunk to Ameri-
ca? ... What on earth for, he's the President, isn't
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don’t want to know because i's a serious risk to
your health . . . You're a funny one, you are. |
thought Maggie Thatcher was in charge. The
papers say she's always bossing all of them around
. . . They get paid well for saying that. They'd cop
a D-notice of they said anything else. Look at old
Ronnie Reagan. He has to pretend he can’t evenre-
member what job he has just in case he slips up and
mentions somebody's name. Here comes the bus at
last .. . It's going straight past . . . It's a NOT IN SER-
VICE one, but it keeps on going just like the country
does when parliament is in recess. Only difference
is we know who's driving the bus . . . Come on then,

clever dick, who is running the country? . . . Work
it out for yourself. They can't be people who are
elected because people who are elected can be
sacked, and they must have millions of ackers and
mulions of acres because that gives them power . .

. There goes the Vicar in his new car . . . Ever seen

a Vicar ona bus? . . . Don't ever see one on a bike

these days . . . There'll be hundreds of them getting
on their bikes soon when womens' ordination gets
the green light, pedalling like stink to Rome with
their saddlebags stuffed with compensation money
... Got the passes ready? It's the bus at last.

EFC
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ARTS AND SCIENCE

The Honourable Cratt

¢ are of a society bowel bound by econ-
Womic and academic mores 1n that, as Ma
Thatcher constantly reiterates, every thing
must have a market price and every artefact of
our culture an academic certificate of prime-
val authenuicity. Date, signature, heavy brea-
thing by the Establishment cnitics regarding
the dircction of the brush-strokes or whether
the pot was flung to the left or the nght, and
then the boys and girls in the back rooms 10
give the ol’ final analysis of the pigment, the
metal or the clay. Once the object has been
given the historic Good Housekeeping Seal of
Approval then 1t's off to the intemational sale
rooms and the million zoiks bidding as part of
an intermatonal currency. Do I complain? Do
[ bleed? Of course not, for 1t 1s all part of our
Restoration comedy, our South Sea bubble of
bad money chasing crap.

For let there be no mistake about this, almost
all the art hawked off 1n the intermational sale
rooms 1S trivia that reaches its pnice because
of the name that it cames. The craftsman or
the arust produces an onginal work of art that
1S a beautiful thing in itself or 1s responsible
for changing the direction of a way of creating
or a way of mterpreting and others adopt 1,
use it and improve on 1it. If 1t 1S a one-off for
the arust or craftsman - and woman - then they
reproduce their own single ongimnal work for
their place 1n the social or economic rat-race,
but they are in competiion with academics
who possess finer skills as acting as magpies
{or the market. I have an unhealthy admiration
{or the ancient tomb robbers, for these people
who tunnelled mto the pyramids or the Greek
or Roman catacombs feared neither the gods
nor the devils, and those who break 1n at night
10 loot the holy altars of Catholic Italy or Spain

in this year of our Lord 1990 blow the rasp-
berry at the official believer and unbeliever.

The Bniush Museum has over the years

mounted many good exhibitions, but they
have always fallen short on the PR job of

In recent weeks the press has devoted many column inches
10 the cnsis faced by Brniush science: correspondence 1n
specialist journals and the science columns of daily news-
papers have highlighted cnticisms of the Thatcher govern-
ment from those lobbying for a change in research funding
policy. Pressure groups like Save Bntish Science (SBS) and
Briush Scienusts Abroad (BSA) claim that the quality of
scientific research in Britain will be wrreparably damaged un-
less there 1S a massive Increase In state investment. Many
groups on the left have leapt to the support of the science
lobby on the grounds that any expression of dissent from the
present government’s policies represents a worthy radical
cause; but this represents a ssmplistic analysis of the issue: the
interests of scientsts as a professional group do not necessar-
1ly coincide with the interests of the rest of the community.

Bniush Scienusts Abroad represents nearly 2,000 scientists
who have left Britain to work in better salaried positions in
better equipped laboratories abroad (77% of them are based
in North Amenica). On 7th February they delivered a petition
1o Mrs Thatcher complaining about the lack of state-of-the-
art equipment, a lack of jobs and poor career prospects for
young academics. These factors are seen as "major obstacles
in [their] considenng returning (o the UK". A number of sol-
utions were proposed, including bringing Britain’s invest-
ment 1n science as a fracuon of national wealth in line with
other European nations, giving tax incentives for industrial-
1sts who support fundamental (non-applied) research in aca-
demic mnsututons and a recogniuon by the government of its
responsibility to maintain a "broad academic base of inde-

pendent scienufic research”.

A major element of BSA’s campaign seems to be based
upon convincing the public that we need a highly paid elite
of experts 1o improve public welfare, and convincing the gov-
emment that they are essenual to Britain’s economic survi-
val. Many scienusts have cnucised the government for fail-
Ing 1o adopt a long-term outlook 1n relation to research fund-
ing, but they are happy to perpetuate a system which evalu-
ates research in terms of the economic benefits it brings to the
state: both the BSA and the SBS campaigns stress the danger
posed by the supenor science funding of Britain’s economic

coaxing the Town and his culture-happy Frau
into the museum, through the King's Gallery
and up to that top floor exhibition room. It was
the Royal Academy who persuaded the
middle class rank and file to queue a mile long,
two-aside, along Piccadilly to view Tumer,
the Gold of the Incas and the rest of the Sun-
day supplement arts page rave reviews, when
for a trip along Oxford Street it was all with-
in the Bnush Museum, no queue, no charge.
Within the museum at this tme 1s a once in a
lifeime major exhibition of forgenes and of
decepuons. I waited weeks for the pleasure of
viewing it and one 1s rewarded. Here are crude
forgenes, bnlhant forgenes and Susie Ray
seated within the exhibition room painting a
"Paul Gauguin” painting "before your very
eyes”. The Japanese 19th century "merman”
and the Royal Scottish Museum con job of a
“furry trout”, all good sideshow stuff, but gig-
gles apart there 1s a brilhiant phoney Botucel-

l1 floating around, the Piltdown "skull” and the
fairy photograph of "real” faines dancing
around the head of a young girl. It was this
photograph that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in-
sisted was authenuc. There are forgenes and
there are deceptuions such as the Carrara
marble statue of a young man with a different
head fixed to the body but looking in the
wrong direction. They are all there, a magni-
ficent exhibition, and Brian Sewell stamped
his tny foot in anger as he raged within the
pages of the Evening Standard that anyone
who understood art, butanyone, should realise
that Van Meegeren's "Vermeer" of "Christ

the old crook one must be honest and type that
this Palmer forgery was an easy con job, being
no more than a sketch with an overall sepia
wash. The punters bought them so what the
hell.

The ulumate pleasure for me was (o witness
David Hockney's faux pas by turning a tnvial
forgery of his work into a "genuine™ Hockney.
The "forgery™ is no more than a handful of col-
oured crayon scrawled lines to be attributed to
the master, but Hockney has scrawled words
to the effect that "this 1s a forgery™ and Hock-
ney has signed it with his free flowing signa-
ture, thereby turning a small and umimportant
forgery into amajor Hockney -a la Andy War-
hol - work of art.

But this month within Bonhams of Knighs-
bridge were on sale the works of the finest for-
ger of our generation who knocked off works
of "genius” that if genuine would have been
worth £50,000,000. Elevating himself to the
aristocracy as Baron de Hory, the happytime
Hunganan produced works by the Impressio-
nists, Post-Impressionists, French Fauves, Pi-
casso, and a couple of fake Dufys that he sold
0 Zsa Zsa Gabor the cop basher. He produced
his forgenes almost by return of post in that
he sold paintings of French masters long gone
pushing up the garlic with the o1l paint still wet
bencath the surface. In two years he painted
70 "masterpieces” with the ultmate accolade
of selling a "genuine” Matisse to the Fogg Art
Museum at Harvard University. One has to
admire the Baron, for while Picasso was in full

flower as the life and soul of French café so-
ciety, the Baron sold five "Picasso” fake draw-
ings to Picasso’s authorised New York dealer
within their up-market gallery, After eleven
years in Hamburger Heaven without US
papers, de Hory was back to the Parisian wine,
but in the end "as all things must / as chimney
sweepers tum (o dust”, Spanish law put the
collar on him and believe me, comrades, there
1s a god, for all they could charge the Baron
with was vagrancy for which he drew a two
month jail term. In that sad end, comrades, as
[ state there 1s only one onginal and to repeat
it means that the artist, sculptor, wrniter and the
forger are simply supplying the punter market
- and why not? But for the Town and his late
Flower Power wife, they can do no better than
to step among the Poll Tax broken glass that
has been left over from the authenticated riot,
and into the National Gallery to hang the head
in humble submission before the pre-Disney
heavy breathing paintings of long gone Cas-
par David Fniednch. It is free to view so why
knock it, but all in all it is pretty ghastly that
Caspar belonged to the Teutonic Byronic
School of heavy breathers who like nothing
more than midnight, a full moon, a jutting
piece of mountain rock to pose on, Christmas
trees in full bloom, heavy snow, and the works
of Nietzsche to thumb through when caught
short. Caspar had the inevitable physical and
mental breakdown that is the penalty for read-
ing Nietzsche in the original, and left this mor-
tal coil in 1840 swinging on the chandelier no

(continued on page 6)

AN ANARCHIST APPROACH

adio 4 reports - and it goes without saying

that the report may not be true - that
people in some areas are turning up o anti-
poll tax demos carrying banners saying “ordi-
nary person against the poll tax” in order to
distinguish themselves from "Trotskyists and
anarchists" who allegedly "turn up from out-
side on such demos as groups of twenty, car-
rying bags with bottles” (Molotov cocktails?).
Obviously the myth of the outside demonstra-
tor is one that has plagued us for years, and 1t
shouldn’t be too easily given credence. But
under the circumstances we do need an an-
archist statement on the 1ssue.

By definition anarchists believe in ordinary
people running their own lives free from the

m
(continued from page S)

hands, but of his work, background is of the
French romantic painters of moonlight on the
water with a full moon and a faintly observed
church while the foreground is a crudely
painted snow scene with snow-dappled fir
trees and/or heavy rock formations complete
with snow and one or two cloak-clad sil-
houetted man or men. Caspar specialised in
the double-take that in our ume Brangwyn
used to such good effect when commissioned
to do the murals for the House of Lords in that
there is a foreground, a background, but no
middle distance, which for a brief time gives
the illusion of depth. It is what you see in film
cartoons, but the British Museum 1s now serv-
ing wine instead of sherry and the black flags
were accused or acclaimed of Trafalgar
Square’s Poll Tax protest, so the to Town and
his gentle wife mind the broken glass.
Arthur Moyse

interference of governments, capitalists, bure-
aucrats or other imposed authority, and an-
archists believe that this desirable state of af-
fairs can only be achieved by people co-oper-
ating directly and acting for themselves
against such imposed authorities, and insist
that to do this such actions must also be free
of the interference of parliamentary bureau-
crats and vanguardist elites. Therefore, wher-
ever the mass of people act co-operatively, or
in defiance of injustice, they are - to that ex-
tent - unconsciously acting in an anarchist
manner (even though they might vehemently
repudiate the label). The fact that such a mass
has not come to accept the whole of the an-
archist case cannot alter this.

That does not say that anarchists never have
criticisms of mass movements of protest (or
mutual aid), some such that started healthily
ossify and become bureaucratic, yet others are
launched by politicos whose major aim 1s to
recruit support for their parties (whether refor-
mist or vanguardist) and would subordinate
such mass movements to other interests. In
such cases anarchists certainly have a nght
and a duty to try and convince their fellow pro-
testers (co-operators) that the movement
needs new life pushed into it, and since an-
archist propaganda i1s essentally linked to
"propaganda by deed”, the anarchist may well
seek to find some way of acting that will dem-
onstrate the superiority of direct action, or per-
haps that police, press and state are not neu-
tral; but the anarchist either acts within the
body of the mass movement, accepting all de-
cisions of that movement made on the basis of

Acting for Ourselves

vital and direct democracy, or acts inde-
pendently in a specifically anarchist way de-
signed to convert friends and subvert the state.
t 1s totally alien to the whole philosophy of
anarchism for a small grouping to try and im-
pose its will on a mass one. To use the actions
of the mass movement as a cloak to hide acti-
vities of which that mass movement would
disapprove. This said, we have no examin-
ation system for putative anarchists, so that we
cannot say that le whom we have con-
verted to a belief that the state is evil, but not
to the companion view that self-elected van-
guard elites are evil (as mini-states), may not
show more impatience than thought and act in
ways we would not approve. But by and large
it 1s the considered and traditionally stated an-

archist view that

a) mass self activity i1s the route to social
change, and

b) that within mass movements anarchists will
act as ginger groups - as militant minorities -
but that this 1s a very different approach to the
elitism of vanguardist groups.

[t 1s generally accepted amongst anarchists

that Trots seldom actually get directly in-
volved. While they will talk at length, for in-
stance, about going on the picket line, they are
seldom to be found actually on the line, more
often on the other side of the street selling their
papers and trying to convince casual passers-
by that their views are the views of all the stri-
kers. So while one can be certain that at most
poll tax demos there will be groups of Trots a
hundred yards or so away from the action
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claiming that all the demonstrators are theirs,
it 1s unlikely that they will be taking any risk.
Of course, in this case some of the anti-poll
tax unions will have been launched by Mili-
tant or the SWP, in which case they will be
performing the bureaucratic roles which we
more normally associate with the Communist
Party or Labour Leftists, trying to ensure that
self- activity does not take over. But one can
rest assured that where Militant or the SWP
are fulfilling the bureaucratic roles other Trots
will be fulfilling the normal sideline func-
Lons.
With the virtual death of Maoism it is no
longer normal to find Leninist factions de-
liberately acting to wreck mass demos. This
said, if there are people acting in the way al-
leged, and making the large assumption that
they are not agents provocateurs nor are more
moved by psychological troubles than politi-
cal beliefs (and the only reason I have for con-
sidering for amoment that there might be truth
in the story is that unfortunately within the
peace movement groups of self-styled an-
archists have behaved in comparable ways), it
was bad there it 1s worse here, where most
demonstrators have no previous experience
and lack a CND level of political sophistica-
tion. We need to state clearly that as far as we
are concermed the mass of the demonstrators -
however vehemently they might wish to re-
pudiate the label - are acting as anarchists and
that any so1 disant anarchists trying to impose
other forms of action on them are far from an-
archism.
LO
[This article was written and received at Free-
dom before the recent mass anti-poll tax dem-
onstration. The conclusions, we suggest, are
therefore of added interest - Editors]

and the Adulteress” that was flogged to Her-
mann Goerning was painterly rubbish. Ol
Bnan 1s nght, for 1t is a crude pastiche, but 1
know 1t, ol’ Brnian knows it, but when "auth-
enticated” by the experts, who's arguing.
What "art experts” will not accept 1s that
anyone, and even I, are capable of having a
bad day from Michelangelo to Gerald Scarfe.
My pleasure with the British Museum was fi-
nally to see an oniginal Tom Keating forgery
of a Samuel Palmer painting, and while I loved

Fourteenth century forgeries of twentieth century art work

Research Funding: the

Scientists’ Crisis

compeutors. An article by BSA petition signatory Kevin
Davies (New Scientist, 10th February 1990) reveals a particu-
lar emphasis on the need to improve salaries in academic re-
search: "A professor earns probably twice as much in the US,
leaving most British scientists in a state of personal poverty".
Having been employed as a research assistant in a British
universily I can assure readers of Freedom that there is no
need for them to send food parcels to these impoverished pro-
fessors!

The funding and nature of scientific research reflects the
authoritanan structure of the society in which it is conducted:
we have a science which meets the needs of its state and capi-
talist paymasters rather than the interests of society as a
whole. The majority of humanity can hardly be said to reap
the full benefits of existing scientific knowledge. Techno-
logies exist which could liberate many people from unnecess-
ary toil but - all over the world - economic considerations keep
them engaged in gruelling work for long hours and in un-
healthy conditions. Consider the recent BBC TV News report
(23rd March 1990) on the failure of the NHS to provide ade-
quate treatment of patents as a result of equipment shortages
in hospitals: the notion that massive investment in research

will result in improved public welfare appears ludicrous when
many people are failing to benefit from the work they have
funded through their taxes. If science is to continue in its role
as a tool to support the capitalist system, technological inno-
vation will be essential to enable governments and industrial-
ISLs o compete in the international market place. The priority
of many scientists is also to develop new products and tech-
niques, since their professional status depends upon making
this sort of impact in their chosen fields. The community, on
the other hand, would be served better by wider distribution
of resources relating to established developments.

Try an impromptu experiment: ask a handful of non-scien-
tsts which issues most urgently require the attention of scien-
ufic researchers. If your findings replicate my own the pre-
dominant concems will be stabilisation and protection of the
environment, improved public health (particularly cleaning
up the food chain) and better medical treatment for all (AIDS
research is seen as particularly vital). This type of work would
not be particularly effective in developing the exportable pro-

ducts and services which might strengthen Britain’s position
as an economic power: in each of these domains international
co-operation is vital for the discovery of prompt and effective
solutions. In appealing for support on the grounds that we
need their services to safeguard the state’s economic interests,
the scientists’ pressure groups have failed to take into account
the public’s perception of their own needs and their opinions
on the ways in which science can be employed to meet them.
While the scienusts have criticised government and indus-
try for their funding of only those research projects which
have an obvious speedy pay-off, the demands of groups like
SBS and BSA demonstrate an unwillingness to seek more
than mild reforms to the present system. A genuine challenge
to the present structure of research administration might pres-
ent a challenge to the scientists’ status as a professional elite,
since a radical rethink of the way we fund, organise and use
science may have the effect of empowering an informed, con-
cerned and self-educated public. Anarchists will be heartened
by the first signs of the community’s ability to challenge the
power of government mandarins, industrialists and profes-
sional experts. Dr Jerry Ravetz (The Independent, 19th Fe-
bruary 1990) points out that widespread public criticism has
inaugurated a "greening” of scientific research: the govern-
ment has transferred funds from traditional areas to environ-
mental and public health projects. Ravetz argues that the re-
search community must recognise the public’s growing con-
cern and influence and come to terms with "a new political
reality in which science must justify itself”. In other words,
the public will be no more willing than the state to write the
scientists a blank cheque. In an anarchist society science
would be employed to meet the needs of the community, since
the community would decide what sort of research work
should be supplhied with the necessary resources. By seeking
to preserve their own professional power, and continuing to
reject the informed but non-expert criticism of the public,
scientists are helping to perpetuate a system which values
only that work which contributes to the wealth of a capitalist
elite. In a penod when there are a number of serious threats
(o our health and our environment, this resistance to change
could be disastrous.

Andrew Hedgecock

Geoffrey Ostergaard: The Official Life

Geoffrey Nielsen Ostergaard was born on 25th July 1926
near Huntingdon. His father was a Danish immigrant and
his mother died when he was five. He had a hard childhood,
but won scholarships to Huntingdon Grammar School and
then to Peterhouse, Cambridge. His education was interrupted
by the war, and after training as a pilot he spent two years 1n
the Royal Air Force. After the war he went to Merton Col-
lege, Oxford, where he got a first-class degree in Philosophy,
Politics and Economics in 1950. In 1948 he marmed Eva
Dryden, and they had a son, Magnus.

Geoffrey spent the whole of his career as a full-ume aca-
demic. He began as a research student at Nuffield College,
Oxford, working under the great socialist scholar G. D. H.

Cole, and he got his doctorate with a thesis on "Public Owner-
ship in Great Britain: A Study in the Development of Social-

-

ist Ideas™ (1953). He then spent 37 years in the Department
of Political Science at Birmingham University - becoming an
assistant lecturer in 1953, a lecturer in 1955, and a senior lec-
turer in 1965. He was acting head of the department in 1965-
66, and at various ume he was a Rockefeller Foundauon fel-
low at the University of California, Berkeley, and a visiting
professor at Osmania University, Hyderabad, and an exam-
iner for various faculties and boards.

Geoffrey contributed frequently to academic periodicals
and symposia and occasionally to ordinary periodicals. He
produced several essays and papers, and also some more sub-
stantial publications - Co-operative Democracy (1955) with
J. A. Banks, Constitutional Relations Between the Co-opera-
tive and Labour Parties (1960) with B. Smith, Latter-day An-
archism (1964), Power in Co-operatives (1965) with A. H.

Halsey, Gandhian Nonviolence (1978),and Resisting the Na-
tion State (1982). Above all he produced two authontative
books - The Gentle Anarchists (1971) with Melville Currell,
and Nonviolent Revolution in India (1985) - on the libertarian
aspects of the Gandhian movement in India, which he had stu-
died at length and at first hand.

Geoffrey was also a frequent contributor to the anarchist and
pacifist press, sometimes writing over the anagram Gaston
Gerard, and he was a valued trustee of the Commonweal Col-
lection, Peace News, and the Friends of Freedom Press. He
was a consistent defender of academic freedom, and also a
guide, philosopher and friend to generations of anarchists and
pacifists. Everyone who knew him liked him, and all his many
friends will miss him. He died in Birmingham on 22nd March
1990. Obituaries appeared in The Times, The Independent (by
A. H. Halsey) and The Guardian (by Colin Ward).

NW

Contracting other Relationships

ince the days of Marx and largely owing to the influence
Sof Marx, socialism has been conceived in terms of owner-
ship. Until recently at least, a socialist has been defined as one
who believes in common, usually State, ownership as op-
posed to private ownership. However, with the experience of
Russia and even this country to guide us, it is becoming 1n-
creasingly evident, as it has been evident to anarchists all
along, that a mere change of ownership effects no radical
change in social relations. When common ownership takes
the form of State ownership, all that happens is that the State
becomes the universal employer and the possibilities of ty-
ranny are multiplied by the union of economic and political
power. The values underlying capitalism are not changed; the
worker remains essentially a thing, a commodity, a unit of la-
bour: he has only changed one set of masters, the capitalists,
for another set of masters, the political and managenal bure-
aucrats.

A change of ownership in the means of production may be
a necessary condition for the transformation of a capitalist
INto a co-operauve social order but it 1s not, as most socialists
have assumed, a sufficient condition. What matters to the
worker 1s not who owns the enterprise he works in but "the
actual and realistic conditions of his work, the relation of the
worker to his work, to his fellow-workers and to those direc-
ting the enterprise”. Itis for this reason that anarchists remain
today the advocates of workers’ control of industry - a condi-
tion 1in which all would participate on equal terms 1n deter-
mining the organisation of their working lives; where work
would become meaningful and attractive; and where capital
would not employ labour but labour, capital.

Anarchism, it may be objected, is all very well in theory but
fails or would fail, in practice. Anarchists, however, would
not accept the implied opposition between theory and prac-
tice: good theory leads to good practice and good practice 1S

Geoffrey Ostergaard

based on good theory. I do not say that 1t 1s easy to act an-
archistically: the temptation to act in an authoritarian manner
- to impose solutions rather than to resolve difficulties - 1s al-
ways very great; and it may be that in the short run at least,
authoritarian organisations are more efficient in their results.
But efficiency, exalted by capitalist and modem socialist
alike, is only one value and too high a price can be paid for
it. More important than efficiency is the digrity of the respon-
sible individual and solutions to what used to be called "the
social problem"” are not worth applying unless they are con-
sonant with individual dignity and responsibility.

The task of the anarchist 1s not, however, to dream about the
future society; rather it is to act as anarchistically as he can
within the present society; to avoid as far as possible situ-
ations in which he 1s commanded or 1s impelled to command,
and to endeavour to foster relations of mutual and voluntary
co- operation between his fellow men. In the modem world,
the State is the most important manifestation of the principle
of coercion. To achieve anarchy, therefore, the State must be
dispensed with; and it will be dispensed with to the extent that
men become capable of living without it. As the German an-
archist Gustav Landauer puts it: "The State 1s a condition, a
certain relationship between human beings, a mode of beha-
viour; we destroy it by contracting other relationships, by be-
having differently”.

In the last analysis, an anarchist is not a person who sub-
scribes to a certain body or doctrine or set of beliefs: he 1s a
person who behaves, or strives to behave, differently - n a
way consistent with respect for the individuality inherent in
all men.

This article is reprinted from A Decade of Anarchy:
selections from the monthly journal Anarchy 1961-1970,

published by Freedom Press at £5.00
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he siege of Norwich Town Hall 1s fast be-
Tcommg a propaganda exercise on a par
with the well-publicised use of Belgian monks
as bell-clappers during the Great War, as per-
petrated by Kaiser Bill's troops.

First, a crowd of about 600 (which 1t was)
had by the weekend become "nearly 2,000 in
some papers’ rniot round-ups. The arrests had
risen from four (including two users of mega-
phones) - which it stll was at the week's end
in the local papers - to seven. And a computer
which was damaged when a window was
broken had ceased to be used to process
benefit claims for disabled people, as a Coun-
cil spokesman has told the local Eastern Daily
Press, but had become the very computer used
to process Poll Tax demand ships, according
o the UK Press Gazette.

To try and sort out the confusion, Norwich
CID have asked BBC East, based in the city,
to release untransmitted film shot of the sev-
eral hundred chanting yobbos and pensioners’
groups who laid siege to the rear car park. The

Beeb claim that would endanger their crews
at future such events (whatever could they be

expecting in sleepy little Nardge? - I mean,
this isn’t Belfast, you know!), and have so far
refused to do so.

And who was behind all this trouble? Could
it merely have been a few high-spinted Ca-
naries supporters (there was certainly more
green-and-gold than red-and-black being
sported that evening), or was it the loony left

| STAINLESS HARDENéD1 0
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Is the pen mightier...

he media which studiously ignores the an-

archists and anarchism from one year's end 10
the next suddenly discover that the whole fabrnic of
society is being undermined by thousands of des-
perate nihilistic anarchists thirsting for an oppor-
tunity to strike at the heart of capitalism - shops 1n
Charing Cross Road, Regents Street and St Martin's
Lane! The telling pictures of an "anarchist™ helping
himself 1o a giant saxophone from a shop window,
or another with a few cans of drink from a battered
café, or the report of a Spanish tourist who appeared

POLL TAX NEWS

Anarchists in poll tax
demo shock

hell-bent on establishing Paradise on earth
under Tony Benn's benign dictatorship? No,

out here in the boondocks we do different.
Whilst most of the country’s press con-
cerned itself with rumours about Militant
Tendency and SWP staging take-overs of Poll
Tax demonstrations and inciting people to vi-
olence and looting, the /ndependent on Sun-
day (11th March 1990) reported of the dem-
onstration in Norwich the previous Tuesday
evening that one protester had blamed the
small amount of trouble on "local anarchists
who had had too much to dnnk”. Personally |
was not drunk, though I cannot answer for all
the Norwich anarchists at the demo (there
were no more than a handful!), butit’s nice to
know that trouble was for once blamed on lo-
cals, albeit anarchists, rather than Militant and
other Trotskyite "outside elements”. They'll

be blaming the trouble on Wat Tyler next!
KA

—

Around Britain

Protests against the poll tax continued throughout
the country in March.

COLCHESTER - about 400 people were involved
in a protest march that ended with protesters break-
ing up paving stones to throw through the windows

f)

Whitehall - but that information will be kept under
wraps for another 30 years, assuming it has not al-
ready been shredded).

Meanwhile, FREEDOM PRESS goes on with the less
glamorous task of propagating anarchist ideas and
in this issue we give our full list of publications
which cover all aspects of anarchist i1deas and
ideals, and we hope that groups and individual com-
rades will take advantage of the special offer printed
below. For anarchism ever to succeed it must win a
lot of hearts and heads. Anarchism 1s much more

no bathroom or inside toilet. They now face a poll
tax bill of £1,012! If she shoves her parents off into
an old people’s home she could save herself £506 -
all this from a government committed to family
values!

And what has John Major given to families like
these in his budget? Extra poll tax relief for those
march organised by twelve local women. A petition  with savings of between £8,000 to £16,000. So yet
of 5,000 signatures will be sent to the Prime Minis-  again the government has loaded the dice in favour
ter. of those who already have money against those who
don’t. So in effect the poor are subsidising the rich
yet again!

Apparently this "concession” does not apply to
those who have already paid their poll tax in Scot-
land. So the moral of this story must be don’t pay
the poll tax!

of the local poll tax office and Conservative club.
Tories within the club are said to have incited the
crowd by hanging out of the windows of the club
and taunting people. At one stage Colchester High
Street was sealed off by police.

PAIGNTON - 50,000 people joined a local protest

CARDIFF - anti-poll tax protesters lobbied Tory
MP lan Grist at his local surgery in the town. Gnist
later told a reporter, off the record of course, that he
had been pleased with the demonstration because it
had got him in the newspapers! Cardiff people are
planning to give the new Secretary of State for
Wales, John Hunt (Mr Poll Tax, local newspapers
called him!), a warm welcome when he makes his
first official visit.

Cardiff ambulance workers returned to work claim-
ing they had been "sold out” by their union leaders
and threatening to strike again.

Roger Wimbush, NUPE branch secretary, said:
[f anyone is sull unsure why people are protesting  “We have been sold out by the union and we will
against the poll tax then this story from Cardiff be writing to tell them how fed up we are. There
should help to explain all to them. A Cardiff woman  will be another strike next April - unless the gov-

aged 63 currently looks after her parents at home, emment try to buy us off before the general elec-
aged 88 and 92, both of whom areill. She also looks  tion".

after her autistic son. The family currently pays EM
£132 rates for the two-bedroomed house, which has

Kl 1 === before the magistrates and pleaded guilty to expro-
= priating something in Regent Street must surely

than a few slogans or gestures against authorty.

have been an "anarchist” at heart if not in his head.
= il And all those black flags which the media counted
1 mn their hundreds (though one more intelligent
' police chief suggested that many were probably
“flags of convenience™). And if every encircled "A”
— ] were 1o represent the existence of a conscious an-
== archist protester, then indeed the anarchist revol-
=] ution could well be just around the comer!

== Alas. there is more to the anarchist revolution than
|

daubing walls, mass producing black flags, and en-
joying a punch-up with the law-and-order boys, let
alone smashing shop windows and setting fire to
cars. (Incidentally, the revolutionanes of the past
made the tax offices and the police stations where
the records were kept their principal target.)

It 1s sigmficant that the media didn’t discover the
evil hand of Anarchy behind the violence during the
miners’ strike, nor during the Wapping demonstra-
tions. If anything there was a consensus that most
of the violence had been provoked by the huge
police presence in full not gear. Will the final ver-
dict on the Battle of Trafalgar (Square) 1990 reveal
once again the provocateurs among the police (per-
haps acting on instructions from somewhere m
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Special offer of FREEDOM PRESS titles until the end
of May 1990:

® The complete collection of FREEDOM PRESS tit-
les (excluding Freedom and The Raven) - nearly
50 utles, 6,500 pages, and retailing at £126 - for

£90 post paid inland® (£85 1o callers at Freedom
Bookshop).

® Orders of £25 retail for £20 post paid inland ana
pro rata if more than £25.

® Orders under £25 retail at full price less 10% pos:
paid mland.®

*for overseas orders please add 10% for part post-
age.

—

Anarchists as seen by Cummings in the Sunday express (18th April)

FREEDOM PRESS PUBLISHING

WORLD WAR — COLD WAR

Selections from War Commentary and
Freedom 19391950

424 pp ISBN 0 900384 48 4 £6.95

NEITHER EAST NOR WEST: Selected
Writings 1939-1548

by MARIE LOUISE BERNERI and mcludmg
16 anti-war cartoons by JOHN OLDAY
208 pp ISBN 0 900384 42 5 £4 50

THE LEFT AND WORLD WAR I
Selections from War Commentary
19351943

80 pp ISBN 0 900384 51 & £195

BRITISH IMPERIAI ISM AND THE
PALESTINE CRISIS

Selections from Freedom 1937-1543

112 pp ISBN 0 900384 50 6 €195

NEITHER NATIONALISATION

NOR PRIVATISATION

Selections from Freedom 1545-1950

80 pp ISBN 0 9500384 49 2 £195

WILDCAT STRIKES AGAIN
48 strip cartoons by DONALD ROOUM
48 po ISBN 0 900384 47 6 £195

WILLIAM BLAKE Visionary Anarchist
by PETER MARSHALL

72pp6llins ISBN 0900384468 £200-

ACT FOR YOURSELVES

Articles from Freedom 1886-1907

edited by NICOLAS WALTER and
HEINER BECKER

131 pp ISBN 0 900384 38 )/ £ 2.50

THE RAVEN Anarchist Quarterly
Volume 1
16 page InOex cloth

384 pp ISBN 0 900384 46 B £18.00

ANARCHISTS IN THE SPANISH
REVOLUTION

by JOSE PEIRATS
388pp ISBN 0 900384 53 0 £6.00

* Titles in the Freedom Press Centenary Series

QUESTIONING TECHNOLOGY

A Critical Anthology

edited and introduced by ALICE CARNES
and JOHN ZERZAN |[contributors include

Jean Baudrillarg, Leonard A Cole, Stanley
Diamond. Jacques Ellul, Lewis Mumtord
lan Reinecke. Joseph Weizenbaum)|

224 pp ISBN 0 900384 441 £5.00

FIELDS. FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS
TOMORROW

by PETER KROPOTKIN, introduced and
with additional material by COLIN WARD
Reprinted 1988

213 pp ISBN 0 900384 28 X £4.00

ANARCHY IN ACTION
by COLIN WARD (3rd printing)
152 pp ISBN 0 9500384 20 4 £3.00

ANARCHISM AND
ANARCHO-SYNDICALISM

by RUDOLF ROCKER

with 2 new introduction by

NICOLAS WALTER

48 pp ISBN 0 900384 45 X £1.25

THE MAY DAYS BARCELONA 1537

by A. SOUCHY, BURNETT BOLLOTEN
EMMA GOLODMAN

128 pp ISBN 0 900384 39 5 £2.50

A DECADE OF ANARCHY

Selections from the monthly journal
Anarchy 1961-70

Edited by COLIN WARD

280 pp ISBN 0900384 37 9 £5.00

MUTUAL AID A Factor in Evolution

by PETER KROPOTKIN with an 18 page
introductory essay ‘Mutual Aid and Social
Evolution’ by JOMN HEWETSON

278 pp ISBN 0 9500384 36 0 £5.00

THE STATE hts Historic Role

by PETER KROPOTKIN

64 pp ISBN 0 900384 33 6 £5.00
{This 1987 edition 15 » revised version of
the 1969 transiation with a8 new Intro
duction)

ANARCHISM AND ANARCHIST
COMMUNISM

by PETER KROPOTKIN

INotes by NICOLAS WALTER|

b4 pp ISBN 0 900384 34 4 £1.75

WHY WORK? Arguments for the Leisure
Society

various writers including WM. MORRIS
BERTRAND RUSSELL, CAMILLO BER
NERI, WOODCOCK, WARD, HEWETSON
LEVAL.PYM. KROPOTKIN. Hustrations by
CLIFF HARPER, LES GIBBARD. Edited
RICHARDS

(2nd Printing 1987)

210pp ISBN 0 900384 25 5 £3.50

THEEMPLOYMENT QUESTION and Other

Essays
by DENIS PYM
68pp ISBN 0 900384 31 X £2.00

JOURNEY THROUGH UTOPIA

by MARIE LOUISE BERNERI

12nd FP printing. This volume has been in
print here and in Amerncan edimions since
1950]

340pp ISBN 0 900384 21 2 £4 50

WILDCAT ANARCHIST COMICS
Drawings by DONALD ROOUM
{2nd Printing]

48pp ISBN 0 900384 30 1 £1.50

HISTORY OF THE MAKHNOVIST MOVE.
MENT 1918- 21

by P. ARSHINOV, introduction by VOLINE
284pp ISBN 0 900384 40 9 £5.00

BAKUNIN AND NECHAEV

by PAUL AVRICH with a new biographical
note by N W

32pp ISBN 0 900384 09 3 £0.75

ABC OF ANARCHISM
by ALEXANDER BERKMAN
B86pp ISBN 0 900384 03 4 £2.00

ANARCHY
by ERRICO MALATESTA
S4pp ISBN 0 900384 07 7 150

MALATESTA — Life and |deas

compiled and edited by VERNON
RICHARDS

(3rd Ediion 19871

312pD ISBN 0 9500384 15 8 £4 00

THE FUTURE OF TECHNICS AND CIviIL)
ZATION

by LEWIS MUMFORD with a 14pp
introduction by COLIN WARD
184pp ISBN 0 900384 32 8 £350

THE ANARCHIST WRITINGS OF WILLIAM
GODWIN

edited and with a 40-page introduction by
PETER MARSHALL

184pp ISBN 0 9500384 29 8 £3.50

MAX STIRNER'S EGOISM
by JOHN P. CLARK
112pp ISBN 0 9500384 14 X £2.00

MARXISM, FREEDOM AND THE STATE
by MICHAEL BAKUNIN, edited with a
biographical sketch by K. J. KENAFICK
64pp ISBN 0 900384 27 1 £1.50

HOUSING: AN ANARCHIST APPROACH
by COLIN WARD

12nd Ediion)

64pp ISBN 0 9500384 24 7 £2.25

THE IMPOSSIBILITIES OF SOCIAL DEMO-
CRACY

by VERNON RICHARDS

142pp ISBN 0 900384 16 6 £2.00

UPROOTING WAR
by BRIAN MARTIN

298pp ISBN 0 9500384 26 3 £5.00

PROTEST WITHOUT ILLUSIONS
by VERNON RICHARDS
168pp ISBN 0 900384 190 £3.00

COLLECTIVES IN THE SPANISH REVOLU-
TION
by GASTON LEVAL

transiation, introduction, bibliographical
notes by VERNON RICHARDS cloth
368pp ISBN 0 900384 11 5 £8.00

LESSONS OF THE SPANISH REVOLU-
TION

by VERNON RICHARDS

|3rd Edition 1983

260pp ISBN 0 900384 23 9 £4.00

FREEDOM PRESS TITLES ARE
AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR
LOCAL BOOKSELLER. IN CASE OF
DIFFICULTY SEND YOUR ORDER,
WITH CASH PLEASE, TO US AND
WE WILL PAY THE POSTAGE ON
INLAND ORDERS. ON OVERSEAS
ORDERS PLEASE ADD 20%.

FREEDOM PRESS in Angel Alley 84B Whitechapel High Street London E1 7QX
Tel: 01-247 9249 Girobank A/C 58 294 6905

READERS’ PAGE

Cardiff Campaign

(from our Cardiff correspondent)

f anyone read The Guardian’s envi-

ronment page (30th March 1990) they
will be aware of the plans to turn Cardiff
Bay into a huge "fresh water” boating
lake. This is being done as part of the
massive redevelopment of the old docks
site and the plans envision a water-side
housing and office development. This
lake will be created by building a barrage
across the entrance to the bay, thus

damming the out-flow of the rivers Taff
and Ely.

These plans have created an enormous
amount of interest, especially amongst
the financial and construction sectors,
and criticism both locally and nationally.

The first problem 1s that the barrage
scheme will destroy, for the first ime, a
government designated Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI). The estuary
mudflats are sanctuary for 8,000 migrat-
ing waders and wildfowl and will disap-
pear under the 400-acre lake.

The second problem 1s that the barrage
will be unique in that it will not be used
to provide electricity by udal power but
is there only to dam the waters for
amenity reasons. Its huge cost hardly
seems to be justified.

The third problem is that the Taff and
Ely rivers are heavily polluted and there
is the probability that this "fresh water"
lake will very quickly become putrid. A
related problem 1s that the barrage will
raise the water levels of these two nvers,

od 1s often used, 1t 1s asserted, as
the model and justfication of
traditional, patriarchal authoritaran-
ism (Donald Rooum: "The best justi-
fication for a tyrant on earth 1s a ty-
rant in heaven"). Whether this 1s true
or not, and it may be, God need not
be statist. In the Bible in the Book of
Samuel, the problem of government
1s gone into in depth. having had only
"judges” to settle their disputes, the
people asked for a king, to be like
other countries. God 1s not pleased:
"Obey the voice of the people”, he
tells Samuel, ". . . it 1s not you they
have rejected, but me, not wishing
me to reign over them any more”
(Chapter 8, verses 7-8). Samuel
wams the Israelites about govemn-
ments: a king will have conscription
and tax for a huge state sector and fi-
nally "you yourselves will become
his slaves. When that day comes, you
will cry aloud because of the king
you have chosen for yourselves, but
on that day Yahweh [God] will not
hear you".

According to this traditon, human
government 1s a substitute for divine

government, which 1s worked out by
the interactions of free decisions and

Fancy them going on like that "'
After all the improvements we made for them

over the past three ){i/——/\

raising groundwater levels (affecting
14,000 properties) and increasing the risk
of flooding. During the recent storms the
Taff broke its banks and both rivers
dumped raw sewage from the valleys into
the bay.

As environmental criticism and costs
escalated (now at well over £500 million)
those responsible for the whole barrage
scheme, the Cardiff Bay Development
Corporation (CBDC) - who have com-
pulsory purchase and demolition powers
- have had to widen the scope of their de-
velopment plans to offset rising costs. So
from the original 100-acre development
site the CBDC now plans to develop
1,800 acres. This includes clearing a
landfill site of three million tons of waste
and transporting the waste (some up to 20
years old) to a new site in Bedfordshire
at a cost of £40 million. No one knows
what condition the dump 1s 1n.

No one in Cardiff doubts the need for
new life to be breathed mnto Cardiff’s
docklands. However, the majority of Car-
diff residents are not too keen on the idea
of another yuppie London docklands de-
velopment springing up either. An al-
ready completed marina development in
the neighbouring Penarth docks has pro-
duced holiday homes for wealthy out-
siders, far too costly for locals.

Yet the people of Cardiff are being de-
nied an effective voice in determining the
future of their docklands. The CBDC 1s
an appointed, unaccountable body, being
the spokesperson for the various finan-
cial and construction interests. The pol-

Anarchism and God

chance, in a similar way to that which
nature could be said to "govern” to
bring about evolution.

"All power comes from God": gov-
ernments exist, as everyone knows,
because most people think they want
them. We have free will, and God,
the source of all power, lets us do
what we want. It makes sense for us
to be able to destroy ourselves (and
therefore other people as well) be-
cause without free will our love
would be worthless. Goldfish love
God, but it 1sn’t quite the same. Not
many people would really prefer to
be goldfish.

But even if this were accepted, it
could be argued that God would stll
be a tyrant himself. That, however, 1s
to misrepresent Christan theology
and morality. Christian morality 1san
attempt to hive so as not to do our-
selves or others any emotional or
psychological damage: to lLive, 1n
short, as we are "meant” by our ac-
tual make-up, in harmony with our-
selves and nature. If we fail totally,
we would obviously make ourselves
unhappy. When the process 1s com-
plete, it is irreversible. As Macbeth
says:

"...Iam in blood

itical parties have colluded in this disen-

franchisement, giving all party support to

the CBDC and its proposals.

The Cardiff Labour Party have acted to
discipline local councillors who have
acted against party orders on the barrage.
Only the Cardiff West MP, Rhodri Mor-
gan, has spoken out against the barrage
and the methods of the CBDC, He recent-
ly handed a 16,000-signature petition
collected by Cardiff Residents Against
the Barrage (CRAB) to the Prime Minis-
ter, who replied that she favoured the
CBDC barrage proposals. In this she is
backed by Neil Kinnock.

The prospects for defeating the CBDC
and the present barrage scheme look
bleak, especially given the all party sup-
port recent Bills have received in both
Houses. However, the local campaign by
CRAB continues.

EM

Beery Notes

Dear Editors

Bjami ("Liquid Food Notes from East
Anglia”, 7th April) invites us to "see New
Scientist, 17th February 1990, page 29",
but there is nothing there to support Bjar-
ni’'s contentions.

Bjami states that "ingestion of irradi-
ated grains by humans has been known
for many years to cause body cells to de-
velop containing abnormally high num-
bers of chromosomes”. What the New
Scientist article states is that fifteen years
ago, five severely malnounished children
in India were fed on chapatis made with
irradiated grains, and were later found to

Dear Editors

Freedom was the last place | expected to
see reproduced the false media platitude
that "Marxist Communism has failed”.

»
But see it | did - in DR’s article "Down Pames

with Tribalism”™ (24th March 1990). Dear Editors

Don’t we all know what has passed for | zoree with almost all Gerald Hatton has
“communism” in Eastern Europe has ab- 1 55y about the Green Parties (Freedom,
solutely nothing Marxist about it? 10th March 1990) regarding the 1987

Whatever Marx may have got right or  ¢lection manifesto, in fact, the vast ma-
wrong, he did insist that communism o ¢ the next Party Conference felt as

meant the abolition of the wages system . 5 : '
(and therefore of buying and selling too) he did. I don’t think that will be repeated!

and the end of the State. This is much (Bt this is not the Party Manifesto,
closer to what many of us (not enough un- which is known as the Manifesto for a

fortunately) mean by anarchism and a Sustainable Society, and contains the ac-

million miles away from the system in tual policy motions passed at its suc-

Eastern Europe, nothing of which has cessive conferences.)

ever even faintly resembled Marxist However, he misses the points | was

communism. trying to convey: few if any of the an-
Howard Moss archists and libertarians working within

Green

Swansea the Green Party have any illusions that
electoral success for it would usher m the
anarchist society; all are aware of the

was not a controlled experiment (no da.ngc.rof "s.be B taken ovcrbyth.cgn!)-
children were fed on chapatis made with °Titarians within it, or who may jomn it;
non-irradiated grain for comparison), and but as }ong - fan"' E) - OCE phal-
it 1s not rare for extra chromosomes to be osophxca! pasm and develops 1.t.s B
found in some human cells. omic politics further along the lines it is

Bjarni states that increased rates of de- At Present pursuing, at the least it will
fects have been found experimentally in Pose (is already posing) a serious chal-
small mammals fed on irradiated grain. lengeto the established parties to develop

GOSumshh 2 §ev Kecp pegpie w ket
Slinking sewer for Muee yeous 347

have cells with extra chromosomes. It

Stepp’d in so far that, should I wade
no more,

Returning were as tedious as go
O'er.

Similarly, alcoholics sometimes
lose the will to reform, even if they
realise that they are destroying them-
selves. In dying 1n this state, some-
one would lose the ability to hide
from the truth, and as John Locke
said, "Hell is truth seen too late”. Or
that 1s what the mainstream Christian
tradition 1s. The other way of talking
about 1t, in terms of crime and pun-
ishment, 1s not in conflict with 1s: 1t
1s God, indirectly, who tells us the
best way to live, we might say, and
he who made us in such a way that
the above happens (not that there
could be any other way) - it’s his pun-
ishment, so to speak. But if God
ceased to love anything, it would
cease 1o exist.

[ wnte this only to show that reli-
gion need not be a tool for oppress-
1on. It may have been cultivated by
some governments because it disap-
proves of most (not all) "revol-
utions”, useless and bloody as they
are, or to reinforce nationalism. But
so what? So have lost of things.
There 1s more to religion than rules
and the Crusades. You may not like
itas an idea, you may not like the mo-
rals 1t preaches, but in itself it is
harmless to political freedom.

CFL

%

1111
. l'

The New Scientist article adds that these
effects were indistinguishable from vit-
amin deficit. (There is no dispute that 1r-
radiation destroys some vitamins.)

We may presume that Bjami has no evi-
dence that beer made with rradiated bar-
ley is harmful. Nobody who had evidence
would argue by means of false statements
and phoney citations.

Barmi

Poll Tax News

Poll tax resistance has recently taken a

significant step forward in Sunderland,

long regarded as a "moderate town”. The
Northern Region Ant-Poll Tax Feder-
ation helped to organise a demo and rally
in the town on Saturday 24th March. As
the weather was favourable the tum-out
was quite respectable - about 2,000
marching, what the local organisers had
hoped for. In the main these people were
"ordinary folk", but as one might expect
the SWP and Militant were out in force.
hence it was pleasing to recognise a soli-
tary anarchist flag fluttering in the breeze.

A band led the procession through the
town centre before assembling within the
town's polytechnic to listen to a number
of speakers, including Sunderland South
MP Bob Clay (one of the MP's com-
mitted to non-payment of the tax), ad-
dress the meeting. Although largely
dominated by the Labour left and Mili-
tant, local resident’s opposed to the poll
tax were concerned enough to air their
grievances in front of a lively audience -
something to be encouraged.

There are currently eleven anti-poll tax
groups in Sunderland with the possibility
of more appearing in the near future. The
key to such development undoubtedly
lies in the twin pillars of commitment and
solidarity. It remains to be seen, of
course, how serious present dissension
will prove to be in the future.

Dave Morland
Sunderland

Oh no. Nobody staysin a local prison
for longer than a week or two.*

% A LIE

a sustainable economy - and the logic of
that requires far greater equity in re-
source-distribution than we now have -
and if eventually successful in forming a
government and introducing its policies
(yes, this would prove to be the exception
to all past experience, but the present
threats to the future of mankind and all
life on this planet are unprecedented, and
the growing awareness of this makes
such an exception not impossible!) - if
successful, then it would create condi-
tions in which anarchist ideas could
flourish and gain wide acceptance and
application.

We cannot as individuals change the
financial/economic system which is
wreaking so much harm to society and
the ecosystem, so we have no realistic al-
ternative than to attempt collective ac-
tion, and as anarchists we have no realis-
tic hope of persuading enough others to
follow our line to make the changes
needed m time to save the planet. Despite
the serious reservations we share, [ see

the Green Party as offering a real hope of
a better future.

Yes, Green activists should keep on
grassroots campaigning - and this is just
what the Green Party advocates!

Brian Leslie
Tunbridge Wells
P.S. On the Poll Tax, from the start the

Green Party advocated mass declaration
of intent to refuse payment.

A Thought

Following the undemocratic destruc-
t

ion of the GLC and ILEA, the Tories
are now set to sell off County Hall, prob-
ably to be developed mto luxury hotels

for the nch.

Thought needs to be given by all alter-

native groups (O Oorganising an occupa-
tion of County Hall. Such action would
be an excellent rallying point for all who
want to protest against the present system
by taking control of their own lives.

Anon

1t's what I would actually descnibe
asan explosion of evil actually.
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