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In the last issue of the Voice a
Brighton resident bemoaned the
passing of Brighton's classy
vulgarity and its replacement with
vulgar class.

Glaring inequalities are indeed
displayed with crude vulgarity 1in
the housing situation. Money and
violence keep 3000 homes empty
al the same time as an acute
accommodation shortage

Fat profits are made and
lucrative jobs for the boys wang-
led. Yet these go hand-in-hand
with high profits and low wages.
Our Employment Exchange doesn't

an evelid at offering adults
full-time jobs for pay that is
poverty line
Yes, there is plenty of vulgarity

ft It is called the Social Order.

Many do alright out of it - and

ake laws Keep 1t that way.
Other people get angry, depressed,
frustrated - and end up hitting back

0Cl order which oppresses
lamaging or stealing THEIR

property. And since most of
England’'s laws are about sa.fegu.ard-
ing property rather than protecting
people, they end Up Against The
Law.

To maintain the laws we have a
police force and a judicial system.
Now coppers have a difficult job to
do (see our middle pages), and
come 1n for a lot of abuse which
should equally be levelled at the
powerful interests whom they serve.
It becomes especially difficult for
them when they have to trump up
charges and plant evidence. But
although it is true they 'are only
human' and have prejudices and
temper like the rest of us, these
foibles have a much greater effect
when the police themselves are
largely above the law they eniorce.
Until they are properly answerable
to the local community there will
always be a seamy side to the
'British Bobby'.

And it is not only by outlawing
people that order is maintained.
The judicial system takes great care
t0 demonstrate the fairness of
British Justice. In this issue we
also show how it makes people
believe they cannot decide for
themselves what is right and that
the law is some abstract entity

which is wholly divorced from
material interests. What a lot of
rubbish that all is.

The Tory law-and-order campaign
concentrated on linking disobedience
to the law with a breakdown of
civilised society. So that when the
Industrial Relations Act was intro-
duced many loyal trade uniomsts
were worried that they might have
to 'disobey the law'. But belief in
this Tory myth is slowly being
shattered. The A.U.E.W. defied
the Courts throughout the lifetime
of the Act and the only thing that
was shattered was Heath's government

But we can't be complacent for
they are hitting back. So Sir Robert
Mark and Lord Hailsham try to get
rid of juries, which have already
been attacked by the introduction
of the majority verdict. And the
Criminal Law Revision Committee
are trying to do away with the

caution and make a defendants silence

count against them,

We are told that we need Law
and Order to combat crime: in
fact 1t 1s thelir order backed up
by their law - and that has got
\'cx‘ﬁﬁ—tlc to do with justice in
Brighton,

BRIGHTON VOIC
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ve It over LO the peopils 1
Especially those who have a lot

y about what life 1s like for
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n how 1t could 'fnih’,"' for the
DetlLel

WRITE AND DRAW FOR THE

VOICE., BUY THE VOICE., JOIN
'HE COLLECTIVE., IT IS YOUR
PAPEKR,

Meetings: dSundays at o p. m,

();)",1 (,‘(11" :

Victoria Hoadq.,
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ITHE NEXT ISSUE WILL CENTRE
AROUND THE HEALTH SERVICE.

DEAD-LINE FOR COPY FOR
NEXT ISSUE AUGUST 5th,

STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS

Watch out for the July meetings
in Brighton Borough Council. The
Tories are tryving to push through
a massive 75,000 sq, ft. extension
of office space in the already

agreed LOMBARD-NORTH  CENTRAL

office development in Preston Road.
If they succeed they are driving a
coach and horses through the whole
Urban Structure Plan concept
besides adding yet more totally
unwanted office space in Brighton,
It is a test case,.
L A A L A L X X X X

At its July meeting the Trades
Council decided to sel up a
WORKERS ENQUIRY - and press
for a general Public Investigation -
into 'the whole ghastly planning
failures over the past three decades
and to determine whether the dec-
isions which constantly held back
progress were made in order to
further the ends of certain council-

0rs. geoeeee000®

We have just heard that GANAS,
Brighton's most notorious landlord,
is up to his tricks again, Because
a tenant in St. Michael''s Place

'slandered’ him ()) he gave him notice

to quit, The tenant responded by
barricading himself in the flat, and
now awaits Ganas' heavies,

A major ruckus 1is brewlng 1in
Brighton over the likely ditching
of the scheme for reorganizing
Brighton's schools on compreh-
ensive lines. Although jobs have
been advertised, interviews gone
through and contracts signed,
rumour has it that the East Sussex
Education Committee are thinking
of scrapping the whole thing to
save money. Teachers and parents
organisations are incensed.

0000000O0GOGS

Trouble also in the language
school world ? That sweet way
of making a lot of money easily
may be coming to an end. After
a couple of minor scandals came
to light recently in Brighton calls
have been made for the Department
of Education to step in an investi-
oate, The Volce understands that
though Labour councillors are to
the fore in calling for such an
investigation, some of them are
dragging their feet in the matter
because they own such schools,

ORC
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THE BRIGHTON WOMEN'S CENTRE

East Sussex County Council has
agreed to license property in Buck-
ingham Road, Brighton, for use as a
Women's Centre. The property is
in need of repair, but we hope that
it will be ready for use, and open by
mid-September. The licence is to
be a temporary one, for a year only;

after that the council say they intend
to turn the building into a residential

home and school for mentally handi-
capped people. If and when the build-
ing is needed, the East Sussex coun-
cil have provisionally agreed to
a*empt to find us alternative accom-
P-Jation. So the burden of showing
a widespread need for this kind of
provision is clearly upon us.

The Women's Centre is supported
by varidus women's groups, includ-
ing Women's Liberation, the Working
Association of Mothers, and W. L L.
P. F, the Women's International

League for Peace and Freedom. The
centre will have a variety of concerns

but its basic aim will be to give help,
advice and information to all women
and simply to put women into contact
with each other in one central place.
There will be a sitting room with an
informal atmosphere, where women
can come, drink coffee and simply
chat. The centre will be run on a
self-help principle, and will hope to
encourage women to see their prob-
lems in collective, or social, rather
than purely individual terms.

Yhe Centre will also contain an
information room, a creche, a play-
group, and possibly a quiet room
for reading. It will, we hope, offer
a pregnancy testing service,; and the
National Childbirth Trust is taking a
room in the house to advise women

who have or are about to have children.
The Centre will welcome women suff-
ering from postnatal depression, sex-
ual and marital problems and those
who feel tempted to beat their chfl-
dren. In the evening we hope the
centre will be used for meetings by
women such as prisoners' wives or

for English classes for Asian
Women,

T'he Centre will keep in close touch

with the Social Services Department
put hopes to run basically on self-

help lines. The group fully recog-
nises that in undertaking these activ-
ities, we are supplementing Social
services which fail to identify, much
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less cope with many of the issues
and problems affecting women. For

example we can discaver no facilities
in the Caunty for single homeless

women and we hope to demonstrate
to the Countil the necessity for per-

manent and fully comprehensive
accommodation and help for such

women. We hope generally to un-
cover and highlight a variety of dif-
ficulties and problems affecting
women, and to "encourage'' the
Council to provide a variety of new
provisions when our licence runs
out in a year's time.

Money and financing for the Centre
is obviously a serious problem. The
East Sussex Council has provided
a grant of six thousand pounds, to be
used for repairing the building, so
that it conforms to fire and health
regulations. This money is in no
way intended to cover the day-to-day
running costs of the building. So the
group is left with a fund raising job.
We are applying for a range of urban
and community aid grants, and to
trusts and business groups who
might be sympathetic. Clearly we
must invest a lot of energy into
fund raising between now and Sept-
ember, and any suggestions of
crafty schemes for raising large
sums of money would be much app-
reciated. Also donations of money,
furniture, bedding, books or general
goodies would be appreciated.

More news nearer opening date.
All who want to help, contact
PENNY TUCKETT bl

FRIENDS' CENTRE
(27 835 - afternoons only)

WQMENS CENTRE|
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MARINE

MARINI

MARINO

MARINA

MARINAS

WHAT'S HAPPENING ?

T ARk R R ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Latest news on the Black Rock
Marina: while the contractors con-
tinue to build, and while East Sus-
sex and Brighton Councils negotiate
about which group of ratepayers
will pay for the approach roads, the
Deaprtment of the Environment
reveals the main terms of reference
of the October Public Inquiry.....

These are to be:-

1. the visual impact of 8-storey
slab blocks

2. the space proposed for selling
things (shops etc. )

3. the proposed use of 'exhibition
space'’

4. the effects of planned shops
on other shops in the area

0. the residential units

6. the traffic implications

The secretary of State has chosen
to ignore other crucial points which
the Marina Action Campaign has
drawn attention to, viz.

7. the real costs and who pays

8. jobs and the Marina

Y. other social consequences.

The Marina Action Campaign has
published its own newspaper to let
people know what is really happen-

ing, and has set up a network of local

contact points throughout the town,
Join the campaign by contacting
Tessa Williams at Brighton 687792
after 5 pm, and work actively for the
campaign by distributing the news-
paper in your area, talking to people,
and collecting for the Campalgn's
fighting fund.
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McKENZIE
LAW IS

The Law is always with us - and it affects an awful lot of us. Last
vear about 1.200,. 000 had some sort of acquaintance with the Courts, with

another 400, 000 involved in various Tribunals. |
And once in Court or Tribunal most found themselves bewildered and

rather frightened. This is intentional. There is the intimidation dehper-
atelv introduced by having the Judge or Magistrate sitting six feet higher
than vou. and addressed in a most submissive fashion. There is the
'walled-in' dock to make vou feel thoroughly isolated. There are the
complicated procedural rules which everyone else seems to Know and
understand - and use to your disadvantage. And finally there is the ultin ate
indignity of having vou and your life being airily discussed between
learned’ gentlemen earning 50-100 guineas a day without any opportunity
for yvou to say what you think. You become just an object for their game.

Some parts of the game are really for your protection - if you could
anderstand them, e:.g. the rules of evidence and of questioning. But much
of it 1s a product of the appalling self-protection racket operated by the
legal profession. When it comes to narrow -minded defence of purely
sectional interests then the most bloody-minded of Trades Unions simply
isn't in the same league as the organisations of the Bar and the solicitors.
They have systematically denied simple access to justice for the ordinary
person whenever it came into conflict with their pockets. And this is not
a recent phenomenon. It can be traced back in detail for 250 years. It is
ingrained into the law., So any crack in this wall of priviledge - any
increase in the access to justice - is very significant. And one of the
most important®such cracks to appear lately is the 'McKenzie lawyer' or
'McKenzie man'’,

T'he name comes from a divorce case which was started in 1965 and
finished up in the Appeal Court in 1970, Leveine McKenzie, a Jamaican,
and his wife Maizie were sueing each other for divorce. Leveine had got
1 Legal Ald Certificate but by the time 1970 rolled around it had expired.
His former solicitors nevertheless sent along a barrister to help him but
not to speak for him, vet the Judge kicked him out of the Court. On Appeal
it was held that, ever since Lord Chief Justice Tenterden first said it in
1831, 'any person may attend as a friend, may take notes, may quietly
make suggestions and give advice', but not address the Court directly.
because the lawyers have got that sewn up). So, after 140 years, a new
life was given to the old rule, and one now has 'McKenzie lawyers'.

As recognition of this important advance towards a Peoples Law we
have two articles and a special note on McKenzies.

SN
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KNow WHO YOoUR FRIEND

SPECIAL NOTE

Both the McKenzie Group and the
Voice would be interested to hear

There is a group forming in
Brighton at the present time to
work towards providing a real
service of 'advisors' for people
who run into the Law, whether in
criminal or civil actions, Since
the essence of 'McKenzie-ing' is
self-heélp through one's friends -
and not just 'a free lawyer service -
the present plans are to create a
oroup who will pool present kKnow-
ledge and mutually study to increase
that knowledge,

in Court or Tribunal,

If you are interested in such °
training and learning how to do it
yourself, or you have a case hang-
ing over you in which you would
welcome some friendly advice -

PHONE 684256
THE McKENZIE NUMBER.

of any experiences of being 'advised’

PEOPLE'S LAW

EARLY McKENZIES

The precedent set recently in
Brighton courts by the introduction
of McKenzie advisors to help def-
endants should serve as a reminder
to us all that lay people have always
had many more rights at other
hearings - such as tribunals.

Many Rent Tribunals, for instance,
will allow an advisor to act virtually
as a solicitor, and to cross-exam-
ine witnesses. And there is a long
record of success in such affairs.

In the West London area during
the worst days of Rachmanism manyv

such advisors came to the Paddington

and West London Rent Tribunals to
help tenants. Some of them were
from Tenant's Associations and
others were from embryro Neigh-
bourhood Associations.

-~

Not all their battles were Success-

ful, but their efforts always ensured
that the tenants cases were brought
out to the full advantage. It did
something to stop the scandal of
unrepresented tenants facing land-
lord's barristers or solicitors.

Arthur Farr represented many
tenants at the Paddington Rent
Tribunal in the early 1960s. He
helped to expose some of the worst
evils of Rachmanism many years
before the word entered the English
language.

I,ater Mrs.Rhaune Laslette and
Jim O'Brien did much the same
sort of work at the other West
London Rent Tribunal.

NONE OF THEM WAS A LAWYER

YET THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE
LLOCAL HOUSING SITUATION MAL
THEM VERY EFFECTIVE AS LAY

ADVOCATES.

-

Sporadic attempts have been made

to provide a similar service in
Brighton. Perhaps the success of
the McKenzie advisors in the
criminal Courts will encourage the
setting up of a more permanent
oroup of people prepared to assist
tenants at Rent Tribunals as well.

How to Choose Your Friend

ANYTHING WE SAY MAY BE TAK.EN‘DOWN AND USED IN EVIDENCE AGAINST THE STATE

again'
ice raid recently at the Curtain
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GET YOURSELF A McKENZIE

In a recent Report Lord 'Big
Wig' Widgery made a recommen-
dation that criminal Legal Aid be
restricted solely to those cases
where a prison sentence was likely.
This was a gift to all those in the
LLaw business who think that
poorer people get their just deserts
anyway, whether they have a case
to offer or not,

Where most people need Legal
Aid is in the Magistrates Court,
and one of the most powerful
figures in any such Court is the
Chief Clerk. This is because the
Magistrates rely on his legal
knowledge and long experience.ain
the particular Courts. Where he
is a strong character the personality
of the Chief Clerk sets the whole
tone of the local Courts and
determines your chance of getting
justice.

sighton's Chief Clerk, A.E.

Tritschler, has long been known to
both the lawyers and defendants as
singularly antagonistic in Court and
particularly belligerent to poorer
defendants. And he has run true

to form again. 'Arch Enemy '
Tritschler lost no time in interpr-
eting this recommendation as
gospel and, by being instrumental
in denying Legal Aid in a number
of cases recently, has assisted

in landing several young people
with criminal records because

they could not afford to pay for
representation and did not know
how to defend themselves.

It is situations like this that
have made some people determine

to defend themselves. If you find

yourself in such a position one way
to turn the tables in your favour

is to defend yourself with the help
of a friend. This friend can sit
beside you in Court and advise but
is not allowed to address the Court
- you must do that for yourself.
But that is a whole lot easier to

do than vou might think if you have
an encouraging person at your

elbow,

There are many advantages to
this form of defence, whether you
have been granted Legal Aid or
not. In fact in many cases it might
be advisable not to use a solicitor.
A solicitor's respectability in
Court rests upon co-operation with
the Court and all its bourgeois
ritual, since any really effective
attack on police credibility or the
Court's ability to be fair may well
damage the system of conciliatory
deals with the police, besides
going against the 'public school’
ethics which the law profession
rigourously imposes.

Earlier this month three people
made full use of McKenzie advisors
for the first time in Brighton
Magistrates court, and thus set a
precedent that all can follow. Two
of the defendants were arrested
under bogus charges of obstruction
during a small and peaceful demon-

stration over the recent squat, as
were three others who foolishly
accepted the charge and pleaded
guilty because they did not think
it was possible to defend yourself.
As a result they got £15 and a
first criminal conviction. One of

the two who decided to 'have a go’,
a young woman, was acquitted,
whilst the other defendant was
fined a mere £5. Police and
prosecution costs were refused,
thus pointing up the lack of police
credibility,

In the third case, which was more
serious, after a two day hearing
the Court ruled that the words
'slimy sod' directed at a pig
photographer for taking photographs
of peoples faces were so insulting
that it might have caused the twenty
or so pigs present to riot 'and
breach the peace. This cost the
defendant £1C and £10 costs

As one of the defendants I know
how valuable the McKenzie system
is. It gives you confidence in
Court and a satisfaction - that can
never come from employing lawyers
- that you have put your best case
forward emphatically and clearly.

It takes a lot of preparation,
particularly if you are going to use
much case-law. But with your friends
rallying round and pooling ideas and
knowledge it isn't so difficult.

And in Court itself it is really
important to get over that initial

- dismay and launch yourself into

the case - and a friend at your elbow
is vital in doing this. It is an addit-
ional bonus if you can get your friends
to pack the public gallery as a
sympathetic audience.

What it amounts to is this -
avoid facing the legal system alone
- get yourself a defence committee
of friends. It is the communality
of the attack on the present system
that makes it so effective.

POLICE

'Ir{ they rushed through the door,

shouting to everyone to stand still
It was just like prohibition all over

This description of the pol-

Club, a local gay meeting place,
graphically describes the atmos-

phere of police acting heavy.
The police took statements from

everyone, noting them down on a
prepared questionaire sheet. One

poor old man, who gave his birth-

date as 1910, was bullied by an arrog-

ant young copper who make no effort
to hide his antagonism, He treated

EXCEED

the old man as though he were a bad
smell' one of the Club visitors told
the Voice.

Despite this a few brave people
argued about their rights and asked
to be allowed to make a phone call.,
They wer e ignored. When one Sar-
geant was asked whether they had a
right to force these statements from
people he started to say 'I don't want
to get stroppy but you people make
me sick'

T'he whole object of this exer-
cise was to bust the Curtain Club by

SRR R

POWERS

catching them serving drinks with-
out meals. 'I felt this was a direct
repression of my freedom and one
more incident in the persecution

of the gay minority' said one of the
Club members. 'But perhaps the
incident will awaken more gay people
in Brighton to the need for a strong

gay organization, '

Legal note: The police cannot oblige
you to give information, not even
your name and address unless you
are actually being charged with
having commited an offence,

| (AER R
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f Law and Order. And there are

PAGE 8
FEATURING THE FUZZ
SUSSEX POLICE share our theme D e R E ]

more than 2. 500 lads in Blue to do of a national organisation based in
iust that (plus 200 odd ladies) . in his own inimitable phrase, and London, they gather information
Plentv of Law for everyone, avail- his efforts to keep the graft within from 'collators' in every station. ful prosecution. And in a recent from the searing nuclear flash. And
able any time any place, and with bounds seem to be pretty successful.’ From little bits and pieces, 'pro- incident in Brighton, two police pho- in such times of war or insurrection,
yd connections in high places for ' s files' are built up and dossiers com- tographers were on duty taking mug special circuits would link it to the
it btg job you may have in mind \Q@’RJ@QCAL FUZZBOX pillefi. ) politicafl ‘?ttitudes. lfle\l')eniseic- shots of squatters - no doubt to go in hardened underground Regional Seat
ual behaviour if known, will be inclu- the files of t ' -
1111 T'he Brighton Police HQ, at John ded Although currently there are Unit. ro L RS gante (e){ Sﬁxﬁfsr&l:?itl‘l i'tlol?\::tmhccho?nglfz:an ST S NIV S U
St. is one of the main Sussex no plans to put these files on the When the plans for John St. were dictatorial powers.
Police buildings. It houses an Police National Computer, no doubt finalised many years ago, arrange- | Although Sussex has not yet sunk
extraordinary variety of units - the time will come. ments were made to provide under- OBSE RVAT'ON TOWER gl e L GO
ranging from the Sussex Criminal The Commando Unit is a special ground accomodation for civil defence where‘.a A LR L
Records Office (SUSCRO) and the 'go-anywhere' squad. There is no purposes. These plans were put | D S 0L CATINgILO/RICEOINES
local Special Branch - to 2 police apparent reason for the name, but through in accordance with Govern- ' One o (?hief ConpERIe aw.
horses and a motor workshop we understand that to date none of ment orders, and the results are g St N s L T
[ts main function is as a base for its officers have been trained in sab- visible today. Behind the under- well. Inthe days of the Brighton
E (Brighton) division. DBrighton, otage techniques. Superficially sim- ground NCP car parks are the cham- Borough tolice a national scandal
which is divided into two subdiv- ilar to London's controversial Spec- bers for essential services - elect- was created over the graft ring
isional territories roughly along ial Patrol Group, they tend however ricity, water, phones, - and the run by the Chief of Police. And
Ditchling Rd, has the highest crime to work in a CID role. offices and dormitories for the bur- more recently, in an astonishing
rate in Sussex, and thus the largest There are 2 or 3 Special Branch rowing bureaucrats. On top an obser- month three years ago, two sep-
number of police. This division officers based in Brighton. Their vation tower has wide views over the arate groups of five constables
- some 360 strong - include the main work is guarding visiting VIPs, surrounding town - and perhaps room | were sent down for their part in
: | . uniform police patrolling the Brigh- for which they are armed, and att- for the odd machine gun to explain et S a shop-breaking ring. Odd others
| T | ton area, plus the plainclothes CID. ending political meetings. Another to the citizenry why no space can be or machine gun post? have been done for theft over the
: | Ny a | These are the regular fuzz, doing group is based round Gatwick air- made for them. Even little things years - some 12 or 13 in all.
. 7 the braad ;md_huttu* police work - port | testify to th'e care taken. The spec- But at least they do not hesitate
— ) | beating the different areas, check- Increasing use is being made of 1al white blinds cover the entire KEEPING THE QUEEN'S PIECE t0 prosecute their own - as was
.;-.. =38 ing up on the many mund;mc crimes twkw F\ ;.md‘phutugrapluv units in » building. and would in | Pi= seen last year when the Assistant
3 1] | "X’,'_"t""“ﬁ x.'v'uul;u' group is the | filming incidents. In one ' wartimC‘. pro vtect TI'here has been an increasing res- Chief Constable, Eric Tiplady,
: ~ 'raffic Division. They are readily case evidence 1‘8(‘()§d8d the building and ponse in recent years to the possib- was done for a driving offence.
== el identifiable by their white caps and Dy police on a mobile Its occupants ility of civil disturbance. Some years \
| the flashy fast cars in which they TV unit has been . ago, when the Mods and Rockers SO - MIND HOW YOU GO
APSODY IN BLUI speed around the country roads used in.a battles reached riot proportions, it
| Which is why most of them joined success- was revealed that the police were EVENING ALL ..........
en are not wonderfule Althoueh their basic concern is with holding stocks of CS gas, as used in
Rather they road safety and traffic offences, T Northern Ireland. It was never used,
mewnat ovel ne MGB with two unsavoury women o F D H E- ” o H r H but there is no information of these A further two sections of this
serge uniforms stocks having been disposed off. They study of Brighton Police will be

published in next month's Voice

and isolated presumably lie dormant in some Home

marries r.'.(-' x;'.ox'rr;.al WARNlNG | 'I‘?us m(mt‘h's mauve star award goes to Daryll Fromm (30) of the Office warehouse. Although there are 0 26 R R K e K Kk
es in Armyelike (--.v,,v,(ml.-.,“g | DRIVE SLOWLY . v:‘{cmnnal Crime Squad. Young Daryll, who was promoted to Detective no apparent reports of Sussex police -
o) jarters in close vicin- : . B sergeant just a year ago, is Brighton's answer to James Bond. Dapper men attending CS ras courses in'73 COMPET'TION
e station During the day DEAD POLICEMEN B blond-haired Fromm streaks around Sussex in a blue Ford Capri. Thus’e or 74‘ many tP(‘)ft"icekx:s did in prevlous o ' r——y ~

| with discreetly ON ROAD AHEAD priviledged to ride with him are shown the secret radio communications vears. Equally last year, nearly

e : . TE W g N T————-— -
e 5 - : S
* .- :»\ -Q’\ ™ \.. .
} \:. A 5 N 4 ;\ .. " N '
‘ _"‘.."‘ b -—— . N
. -y . - e v ‘\
. . . ¥

in baggy pants: compartment, which pops out ~* a touch ¢” 1 concealed button. The 200 police undertook Crowd Control
pop round the DacCK equipment there puts him in ch with hi. private secretary (Miss training. Much of the force has now
afe for a quick cuppa Moneypenny ?) or any policeman in the South East. Daryll, who has now hel*n SO ‘tr'uned - perhaps thls‘ 1s des-
| God the Inspect completed 11 years in the police, proudly claims ""Nobody would realise ir'lble in t;w light %f th‘epdlsqstrous
othine else to do. than this 1s a police car'" - which would be true if he could stop telling ;u;d brutal ()pe:atlon in Red tuOn Square \

. haat everyone. But we hear he may become a vegetarian. London
a8 a duty to superior officers
| ot ety The same traffic cops is often found late on THIS D trati <
" “1 jgid structure of author the Brighton bypass, breaking up | COULD Chi:fng):lfstx';ll)lzns'irgtlsl?f.?elgfufﬁ ”;;S

loving scenes in quietly parked cars
experience is that written complaints
and local MPs would solve the prob-
lem better, faster, than demonstra-
tions "'‘which are rarely witnessed

by decision takers'. He 1s a Chief

exists as in the military ser-
ften. more concealed
the handshake Another speciality is the fleet of
six unmarked Vauxhall Venturas,
which lie in wait for the unwary

e Freemason secret soclely

e ol s
r the nod and wink network of

rrupt officers, who put down any .}spo'("1.‘-3l"1'.“"“'(")lrduw'i ‘l“t lh((.'ut[:.';lll('f‘, Constable with a great deal of power

Jllenges to their cosy setups. ol A S B o D e Gr f people who campaign for
But is Brighton like this? Well, catch really serious offenders with x-t;)lugi':n‘gg(h'lwe seldonll l?e\h*r
gsince the last mob were sent down these covert cars. | included Chief Constables.

| (see later), there has been But more devious groups “ve Although Sussex has not yet seen WANTED
. i . '~ NO. 6 \ X hi .
little troubls Under the comm- here also. These include No. ‘ s i e %
ndant. stern. moustachioed Eric Regional Crime Squad (South East), ‘IQZPE;:“SWO(?:)-?)t:;:"‘?ll(‘)llll}lsl))(:'lel;(‘nl
Rourna (¢ things have since a Commando Unit, a photographic 'tl“h s (ih;“‘ 'mtxul‘l' lo (lis fo; - A FITTING SENTENCE. . ...
) ; it ' . il ) - ave i - — ' e » );l ¢ . ‘y Cr \v
apparently been running smoothly group and a TV group, the Drugs the Crowd Control courses are pro- to complete the picture.
t John Street nick lately. Whilst Squad and the Criminal Intelligence 5 ¢ ‘ -
at John | °k late e | Unit. The function of this last group vided by local Army Units. And a WINNERS TO RECEIVE A FINE.
Bourne has a very simp C view t ' ' . . yhotograph in the atest annual rep-
of life (like most coppers), and is to gather information on people E)rt S;tu“t: Armly(cll,;efsuelner-;ll Mcp_ |
talks a lot about 'duty’ and 'effort, considered undesirable, but who are Meekin strutting from an Ar‘my heli - T'HE JUDGES DECISION IS FINAL,
" hin' ately not criminals, Part | 2 e

he does try to run 'a tight ship’, unfortunately , copter at police headquarters.
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SQUATTER’'S TRIAL REPORT

ARGUS ' TRUTH

Every so often we are driven to attack the Argus, because it never prints
the most important news for the town, and when it does print something
useful. it slants it very heavily. Recently the "Voice' was able to observe
the Argus editorial hand in action, having been at a trial which the Argus
reported, as well as seeing the original 3-page script submitted. So we

thought you might like to see the sort of justice you will get in John Street
and the way the Argus 'gets the facts. ' ’

In the lefthand corner : The Argus. In the right : the Voice

Printer Keith O'Neill tried to
help a family of squatters who were
being evicted at 5 a. m. in the mor-
ning. Whilst doing this he was
insulted by a police photographer
who insisted on taking his photograph
at close range, Mr. O'Neill told
Brighton magistrates.

'"T went there originally to col-
lect some of my property which was
in the house, but I was appalled at
the damage being done and distressed
at the way the family's furniture was
being thrown from upstairs windows .

O'Neill, 22, of Cambridge Road, "The family are suing the bailiffs
Hove, denied using insulting words for the damage caused' added Mr.
in Terminus Road on June 7 likely to O'Neill.

cause a breach of the peace. Twelftree, police prosecu@r,
Mr. Twelftree said that at 5. 15 tried to suggest that Mr. O'Neill had

. e . deliberately sought trouble, and

a. m. a small crowd of people gath- ,

ered outside 28 and 29 Terminus even clai.med he spoke threateningly
Road to watch the eviction. to Council workmen, though none

O'Neill went striding through the were produced to give evidence.

. : ' d there were
crowd and appeared to take a leading Mr. O'Neill sai
role. He started shouting at the 20 police, a dozen bailiffs and Coun-

workmen: ""You will all get into trouble cil employees and some highly-paid
with your union. You will all be hands from Sayers Demolition car-

blacked. "' Then he told them: '"You rying out the eviction 1n a very
are all scum and blacklegs. " belligerent manner. In contrast,
O'Neill later abused photograph- the house itself was quite empty as

ers, calling them 'slimy snivelling the squatters had agreed with a pol-
sods, " said Mr. Twelftree. ' iceman named Jupp to leave the day

""He went into one of the h ORLOTe,
' e | S e ER J : d murmurs o on-
and when he came out he feigned upp caused murmurs of aston

3 3 ' s ishment in court by denying that
;’f‘gn an‘d .sta;'tecélscx"edming as 1 he such an agreement existed, though
tj:d received a blow. He was arres- he could not deny that it had been

d in th . J
""Had he gone on in this vein he AMOINCAC /D516 FOCR SERSS my DD

could have provoked a breach of th caused further astonshment by
{ ac e : \
peace, "' Mr. Twelftree added. claiming he was inside the house

O'Neill said, he had not caused at the time of the arrest, but sev-

eral witnesses s
trouble. He claimed he was kicked him outside 1,? &iwsf::e? [;(:k&;f
and punched before being carried Hme thev said
gently along the road to a police van. 4 '

After more than four hours the One of the other policemen in the
case was adjourned until Friday. the case was asked why, after the
arrest of Mr. O'Neill, he persis-
ted in kneeling on his stomach and
abusing him, saying 'Animals
should be treated like animals’.

"T'he trouble occurred because
I was angered by the sneering
behaviour of the photographer,

I asked him why he was photo-
graphing me and what he was

Printer Keith O'Neill tried to
cause trouble when a family of
squatters were evicted early in the
morning. He shouted abuse at work-
men and photographers before he
was arrested, Mr. Geoffrey Twelf-
tree, prosecuting, told Brighton
magistrates.

""He made it his business to
cause as much trouble as possible"
sald Mr. Twelftree. '"He seemed to
want to get a fight going between the
people watching the eviction and the
people carrying it out, "
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going to do with the photos'
sald Mr. O'Neill. Receiving
only further rudeness he called

him a 'sod' he added.
Immediately five policeman

charged across the road and rushed

into the house and kicked and beat
him, said Mr. O'Neill, showing

the court photographs of the bruises
in his groin. A doctor gave evidence
on other injuries sustained. 'I

made no attempt to struggle at

any time' he added.

After four hours of argument
in which Mr. O'Neill was assisted
by a friend acting as a '"McKenzie
advisor’', the case was adjourned
for a week, at which time Mr. O’
Neill made a long submission
including seven important points
of law and remarking the poor

quality of police evidence and the
lack of crucial witnesses for
their case. After thinking about
it for nearly an hour the magist-
rates fined him £10, A stay of
execution was granted pending
an appeal.

CAN comE 70 sOm
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" the property owning class in genera.
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' Know how to tell an empty
R _3°5 Council-owned house these days?
\.4 Look for the corrugated iron at

SR the windows and doors! They are
FOR LANDLORDS @~
( )

IHE REN_T BILL 1974_ - NO QHA:.NGE (2) New (i.e. taken on after the act

unfurnished or furnished tenants gy
in self-contained flats are denied na
any extension of security. Only
unfurnished tenants in self-con-

tained flats already living in

their landlord’s residences will

retain their security.

The Rent Bill 1974 will become
law in the near future.

Only a few formal grunts of dis-
approval have come from the landlords,

and the media which they control. .

(3) New tenants, unfurnished inclu-
ded, can go the Rent Tribunal
and receive up to 12 months ex-
tension of security.

Is it surprising that a bill which
is supposed to mean a reduétion in
landlord power - usually a rallying
cry for the defenders of private

property - should create such little However the Rent Tribunal may

disturbance ? Not at all! What we put up rents at the first hearing

have here is only a slight adjustment without any plea of change of

in the rules of the age old game of circumstance (improvements)

the exploitation of tenants by land- from the landlord and the Rent
rds and the defence of property at Tribunal can put up the rent

the expense of people's right to a again at 3 yearly intervals.

20me; : enough to them to make their prop-
For tenants NOT living in the same erty furnished. In a recent case in
Brighton a "furnished' tenant proved
that her furniture was worth much
less than the statutory 15% - 20%
of the annual rental and won her
case against her landlord Councillor
Shrives. The exact percentage does
not matter much. In a recent case
in London the furniture of a tenant

K 3K 3 3K 3K R K K K 3 Kk ok ok ok ok

But while it is vitally important
to notice, and learn from the contrast
between what happens when Parlia- (1) Furnished tenants now get the
ment (under the control of the prop- same security as their unfurn-
erty owning classes) moves feebly ished neighbours.
against landlords, and what happens
when the tenants themselves make (2) Two types of tenancy are exclu-
a concrete attack on homelessness ded from protection:

(The Terminus Rd. squat- smashed a. those granted by certain ' ' : ;
by pouce' the Council and "lun]p" educat?onal institutions to !l'()t only didn't constltute“a b__U_pIS%a{IE_
building workers) - while this is e tadata’ - ial part of the rent but was I;u 8040
vital, it is necessary to make as b. tenancies granted for holi- l;f; Oft no‘ v?'lue wh;}tsog:ex. ’easion.
much use of the room they allow us day purposes. This includes tle el‘)‘d“ = OW?“:“";I ure \;l::futn
as possible. out-of -season lettings where O o mpos§ y
‘ : : : : of finding an unfurnished flat.
The main points of the Bill are:- the landlord gives propeil This new bill doesn't touch the

(1) The ceiling for tenancies included cautionary notice at the abuse of fixed period letting - say

in the provisions goes up to ¥l, 500 ou_t_sﬂ of his intention of A L ey A ey P
in London and £750 elsewhere.

, . lords pleasure. With the landlord-
or fenaniSiwithilanclorcaillvingion created shortage of flats (3, 000

empty houses in Brighton) a tenant
has no choice but to sign an agree-

ment at the same time signing
away his /her security.

Most worrying is the complete
acceptance of market forces in the
fixing of rents. Who wants to go to
a Rent Tribunal that will put up
rents ? Talk of "fair rents'' here
means what the landlords can get.

& NES—THATS A FRIR RENT FoR \. Talk of 'rent rebates' means sub-
| (7 HE pccoMMODATION  You /‘Pm/b{\ - sidising landlords with public
N _LANDLOKD ~\ S money '
‘ I Now that he is being thrown to
the wolf of the capitalist's crisis
of inflation the tenant must begin
to consider not only the organized
and large-scale occupation of
empty property but the unionization
of all tenants council and private
to fight back against present incred-
{bly high rentals and the certainty

of them going up every three years.

. ——  ——

Any tenant at present under a notice
to quit or a possession order - fight
back'! The courts are empowered
to reconsider all possession orders
not put into effect by the bailiffs.
Furnished tenants living in the
same premises as their landlord
should immediately investigate whe-
ther their furniture is in fact worth

(1) Security for furnished tenants,
whether self-contained or sharing
"essential accommodation' with the

landlord, is unchanged.
s o T S AN s R A e

In the last issue of the Voice we
said there were 9 estate agents on
the Council., In*act there are SIX,
and we apologise for the error,

B. F.T.A. 10th July, 1974
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 CONTRJBUTIONS TO
"BRIGHTON VOICLE
7 VILCTORIA RoAD -

17 Ditchling Rise, Brighton.

Dear Sirs,
Further to your telephone

I think in Germany or Denmark,
people put out their unwanted furn-
iture on certain days, and anyone
can take what they want, the rest
is cleared by the Council.

Best Wishes.
Anon.
Reply

Though we like the idea of the
'Voice' collective doing something
other than producing a paper, after
a long discussion we found ourselves
already into so many other things
in the town that it simply wouldn't
be possible to gather the organiz-

ational effort required - though our

need for money is great. However
there has started recently a waste -

you are at. ) They are conditions
which no heterosexual in his right
mind would accept for one second,
but which appear to cause your
writer no conern whatever.

It may have escaped your not-
ice, but not only men are gay.
Women are too. Yet virtually every
club or pub that you mention either
prohibits women altogether or else
succeeds in making women feel

quite unwelcome.

And it seems also to have es-
caped your notice, that some gays
are no longer content to accept
their secluded place in the ghetto
that heterosexuals have so kindly
allowed us. You made no sugges-

tion that when harrassed by the

Dear BRIGHTON VOICE,

Recently, our landlord, Mr.
Stylianou, put our meter up onto
the quarterly rate so that we are
paying for electricity even when
not using it.

When we complained he thseat-
ened to turn it up even higher so
that we would not be able to afford

CONTINVED...

prior knowledge of the officer's
report. As it was, a whole section
dealing with development was marked
‘Confidential'. Why is this secrecy

necessary ?
Even the Committee itself
appears ill-informed. It appears

not to be within the Housing Officers
brief to keep members informed of
ongoing house acquisition' How

can they therefore possibly make a
considered judgement on the progress
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keep the Tory candidate out. - so
we have another Tory on the Cauncil
and more support for redeveloping
Whitehawk in the Tory way where

it counts at the moment - in the
Council Chamber.

What you are doing by merely
attacking 'Brighton Council's ' view
on this or that question is propagating
the tired old Tory myth that local
politics has nothing to do with party
politics, with the struggle between
the capitalist class and the working

class. Most people in Brighton
have alreacCy seen through this as
the derisory showings for 'Indepen-
dent’, or 'Ratepayer’' candidates

police we should confront them with
the truth rather than with "'a good
excuse or a dog. ' that one might
take one's boyfriend to an ordinary
hotel rather than to one of the 42
Club’'s discreetly gay guest-houses
which can be relied upon not to £

of expanding the Corporation's hous-
ing stock?

I might also add that a member
of this group's request to address
the Meeting over the Government
circular on the important question
of homelessness was ignored by

call of last evening:we would con-
firm that '"FRIEND' is available on
51654 on Monday evenings only.
The 739729 number is available
EVERY WEEKDAY 10AM - 6PM,
and callers will be referred to us.
Thank you for your interest.

"any light at all'’.

ON the advice of the Furnished
Tenants' Association and our sol-
icitor, we then contacted the Har-
rassment Officer, Mr. Clifford.

When he came he handed us a

board leaflet about electricity

shown. As you say in your Editorial
'We can make the Council start to
think about serving the people it's
supposed to serve. ' The people the
Tory Group are supposed to serve
are by-and -large the people they
are serving, and doing quite a good

paper collection system (preferably
newspapers) which intends to put

its money into an Alternative Educ-
ation Shop, aimed to shaw that there
are other ways of learning than in
schools. Advice to parents and to
school-kids will be available, and

'FRIEND',
N P W e A e T WA AW K

Dear Voice,
Contraception is all very

nice for ladies under 50 and gents,
including pensioners who visit the
Vogue cinema, but I would like some-
thihg else for the likes of me.

I would like to see a regular collect
-ion of wastepaper, empty bottles and
jars. I carry my newspapers to the
Brighton tape Recording club but I
would rather see the proceeds going
to socialism. I would also like to see
old furniture collections -- things
that people don't want any more, but
which are too good to end up on the

tip'. Then 'hard up' people could
choose themselves something. I saw
2 old ladies trying to find a chair in

2 builders skip the other day. If peo-
ple knew that you would collect in

their area on a pre-arranged even-
ing I'm sure it would be a good way
of getting to know each other.

I also wish you could press for a
branch library in Kemptown area.
The site of the college junior school

would be ideal as there's a bit of
garden there with trees where peo-
ple could sit. I worry about what
happened to all those old people who
used to sit in the library. People
need somewhere to sit on a windy
day and a reason to go there even

if they don't read much they can say
they are going to the library - in-
dependent people who don't join
clubs. Also hospital visitors don't
have anywhere to go between am
and pm visits -just somewhere
quiet to relax. There are a lot of
poor, thrifty people around here,
who probably don't get as much help
as they should because they hate
asking for help. If you could collect
newspaper from them, they might
get to know about Rent and Rate

Rebates through you,

alternative books and other media.
If this idea attracts you, they would
be glad to talk about collecting your
papers and that of others near you -
and, if possible, gaining your help
100,
Contact : Intermediate’

- 38, Rugby Road

Brighton.

o A

Dear Brighton Voice,

Nice of you to publish not just
one but two introductions to the
twilight world of the homosexual
in your last issue Your hundreds
of gay readers now know all about
Brighton's justly famous gay
ghetto . No doubt they’'ll enjoy it.

And, it's true that men aren't
allowed to touch each other. Wit-
ness the recent closure of a Man-
chester club where police found
male couples (shock) dancing tog-
ether, and the 25 fines on two
middle-aged Londoners arrested
for saying good night to each other
with a (horror, amazement) kiss.
Which makes a nonsense of your
comment, '"What's the point really
now it's legal anywhere, "

Lets get it straight legally:
the one thing the 1907 act did not
do was to legalize homosexuality
What it did do was to list a number
of conditions within which a sexual
act between men would no longer
be a criminal offence. (like age,
your occupation, your country, the
company you are with and the place

spill the beans, not to disturb the ™~
delicate status quo.

And what was this about '"a
more accepted gay scene''? Accep-
ted by whom? Us? By the police?
By the club proprietors who charge
¥2 a year for the privilege of paying
24p for a pint of beer in the com-
pany of those chic theatre-goers ?

Yes, there is life after death,
after the death of your self-respect,
the death of your anger, when you
realize that you are the skeleton in
the heterosexual's closet and you
meekly join the conspiracy to keep
you there. But can we not live our
own lives ?

Yours sincerely,
Graham Phillips.

I would like to bring to your notice
that 80 New Church Road has been
empty for some time. Is a very
good house going to ruin through

lack of care., It could house 3
families at least., The door is

open. I have passed it for a year and
watched it deteriorate. Perhaps

you could find out who the owner 18

and take charge.

Good luck,
J. A,

cuarges, but refused to look at the
meter and told us it was nothing
to do with him,

When we then told him that our
solicitor had told us to call him in,
he replied: '""You can tell your sol-
icitor to get lost'

We think that the least Mr.
Clifford could have done would
have been to offer to have a word
with Mr. Stylianou to warn him
that he was on dangerous ground
making threats to overcharge us
for electricity to the point of plun-
ging us into darkness. We did not
expect him to act in the indifferent
and insulting way that he did.

As an employee of Brighton
Corporation the money for his
wages comes out of our pockets.
We do not expect to be treated by
P-hlic Servants in this way.

Yours faithfully,
Q. Godbeer-Ashford

Dear Sir,
Obscurantism in Houslng Com-

mittee Meetings
In the light of some of Red-
cliffe-Maud's misgivings about the

integrity of local government, you

would think that Brighton Council
would be falling over themselves to
lay bare their proceedings. In fact,
every Housing Committee Meeting
has an item 1 "To consider whether
the press and public should be ex-
cluded from the meeting when any
of the following items are under
consideration, ' One councillor
even wanted the wording of this
tightened up in today's meeting ex-
pressing concern over the press'

Chairman Leach. An example of
democracy at work ?
Since most of the Committee's

members are property owners, the
impression is given that, while the
latter may present their case the
people of Brighton not in this cate-
gory are either ignored or deterred
from making their case by the con-
siderable procedural difficulties.
Faithfully,
Alan J, Warr

[ was interested in your article
on public participation in planning
in issue 14. That article ended up
'Nice one, Labour Party. Why isn't
it happening in Brighton?' In simple
words, the reason why it isn't happ-
ening is because a majority of
Brighton local Councillors belong
to the Tory Party, an organization
which is devoted to furthering the
interests of the property owners
and businessmen of the town. The
only way of altering this position is
to get a majority of Labour Council-
lors who, whatever their short-
comings, are democratically sel-
ected by the organization of the
working class and can be (and have
been) replaced if they do not work
in the interests of that class. This
s possibly a view to which many
of your readers and active support-
ers pay lip service, but do not
really support. For example, it is
very good to fulminate about the
Whitehawk Redevelopment scheme,
and the East Brighton Residents

Association is doing a good job. But
six weeks ago there was a council
bye-election in that Ward. I was up
there and I didn't see hundreds of
Brighton Voice supporters working
to get the Labour Candidate in and

job™ Until you wake up to that fact
you are actually hinderi_ng any pos-

sibility of changing things.
Yours

Geoff Jones
02 West Hill st.

BRIGHTON VoicE \ANSWER

We argued in Issue |4 that public participation in
physical and soclal planning was non-existent in Brighton.
your reply, which says this is a result of Tory control
of the Councll, Is more of an alitd than an explanation
since the local Labour Party's policy group has just
refused to allow even the principle of ordinary people
having more control over &?]—F‘gfn lUves. A crucial
proposal to ensure real popular Ilnvolvement in local
decision-making (as In Clause 4) was crushed by that
group,

It seems that Instead of encouraging real democratic
control the local Labour Party stands for a version of
politics which extends merely to our putting a cross on
4 plece of paper every few years; our version of politics
is different, as you can see from the series of statements
which have appeared on page 2 throughout the lUfe of the
Volce. Your magical carrot of a Labour majority, trapped
in legallsm and secretive committeos of Council procedure,
doesnt therefore answer the need at all

And since you suggest that we cant recognise Tory
power, we must remind you of what we wrote over a year
ago, In Issue 4, after the Labour Group had supported
the nomination of Stanley Theobald as chief of the new
Council:"Tory representatives of capital accumulation,
deeply committed to inequalities, cannot ever represent
the homeless or people without falr basic wages'. We
hoped then, as we hope now, that the Labour Group could
represent them; but we thought then that the representatives
Oof the working class had some bizarre notions of where
thelr loyalties lay, and that thought persists as, for
instance, we see Len Willlams rallying round Marina
sharks.

You write of tired old Tory myths, but we see very
Uttle in your letter, or in the behaviour of many local
Labour Councillors, or in the record of the Labour
fovernment, to take us beyond Labour's own myths on to
the streets of Whitehawk, We remaln anxiously demanding
a Labour Party which is both truly democratic and
profoundly committed to real soclalist policles. We remain
anxiously hoping that ‘the organisation of the working
class will democratically select' people who are not
Ume-servers, And we are unwilling to accept myths and
alibds even from our friends.

This letter raises a very large
iIssue about which more needs to be
sald. The Voice hopes to provide

a fuller answer by using one of the
Autumn issues for a study of the
local Labour Party and Trade Union

scene. Contributions welcomed.
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And more

BRIGHTON VOILE,
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7, VICTORIA Rd.
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In the last issue of the Voice we
printed a letter from Mr. Tom

Forester pointing out that the many

letters of a Mr. J.D. Potter to the

Argus applauding the Marina were
not those of a disinterested party,
since he was instrumental in
arranging the sale of a paddle-
steamer to the Marina Company.
After a deluge of fascinating letters
from Mr. Potter we are now wholly
convinced that whilst the facts are
true, they are not quite as sinister
as was implied. We still feel Mr.
Potter is badly misguided in his
enthusiasm for the present
expensive flat building that is
proposed for the Marina, but on
the topic of the paddle-steamer we
Dow to his enthusiasm. He has
Kindly
thousand words of corresnondence
into the following letter:

Dear Voice,

Mr. Tom Forester's letter
doesn't seem particularly concerned
with essential aspects of the
Marina controversy, but rather to
suggest that 1 have some pecuniary
interest in having urged one of
the Marina chiefs to buy for
Brighton the penultimate English
paddle-steamer still sailing.

When and If Mr. Forester sees
swabbing the decks of P.S.

me
Brighton., or in a chef’'s hat in the
galley, he will have hit the bulls-
Ve

Until then he will not know, and
neither will I, whether these great
material benefits will shower upon

my head from a %1 million Company

overwhelmed with gratitude that
a local paddle-steamer enthusiast
should have contributed towards
giving this nautical venture some
possibly favourable publicity.

If and when I get my golden
handshake, I will not only tell Mr.
Forester - 1 will also donate it to
Brighton Voice, provided adequate
space is given to explain the case
in favour of the Marina!

John D. Potter

-

agreed to condense his several

As a nursing auxiliary I am more
than pleased to find that nurses are
trying to ban private patients. Why
should people who have money re-
ceive priority medical attention or
get a bed in hospital for this reason?
What have we now, a Means test for
medical attention as well as for sup-
plementary benefit? Class distinc-
tion is bad enough but when it puts
people's lives in danger then I cry
out SHAME'

What kind of doctors or health
service have we got? I say let those
people who think they have a right
to receive medical attention because
they have money take their place
like the poorer person has to in the
gqueue and wait their turn. So doc-
tors, stop thinking of your pockets
and think more of the patient. How
disgustingly true the article I read
in a Sunday paper called '"Waiting
to die'' and may I add a piece onto
this '"Waiting to die, BECAUSE WE

ARE POOR,'’

Freda Ayres
1. Mount Pleasant.

Out Now!

Since 1945 the British Army has
taken part in 35'little wars'.. Usually
the media call such troops ‘peace-
keeping forces', but the casualty
figures make nonsense of the
conception.

During the Kenyan 'Emergency’
for example, white deaths were
100 whilst the British security forces
killed over 11, 500 African 'terrorists’

We say that the actions of the
British Army are carrled out in the
name of the British people. Hence it
it is time we took a stand against

their presence in Ireland,

The Troops Out Movement 18 an
organisation of workers, students
and ex-soldiers., T.O. M, is
determined to secure the withdrawal
of British troops from Ireland.

Brighton T,O, M, need help to
raise the Irish question in all walks
of life in the town, to participate
in anti-recruitment drives in schools,
to create displays and exhibitions
and in the 'blacking'of Army supplies
etce,

Contact Brighton 684256 for details.

'A history of Brighton Trades
Council and Labour Movement'

We have received another review of
the Trades Council pamphlet from
a person who knows the Council
and its attitudes intimately.

Whilst this booklet contains
much useful information that des-
erves wider recognition it is ser-
iously marred by slovenly presen-
tation and over 124 errors of gramm
-ar, punctuation and spelling. This
goes far to undoing 84 years of a
tradition by the Trades Council of
producing literature of a high
standard. It makes the
Trades Council appear like a
bunch of illiterates

Few people have any real know-
ledge of the very rich tradition of
struggle in the area, and in a book-
let of this length a great deal of
selection is necessary. But it is
here that there are the most serious
shortcomings. The principles of

Trades Council action are misinter-.

preted and important facts are
ignored.

The Trades Council has always
sought to destroy the myth, sedu-

lously fostered by the Tories, that

the local economy is tourist-based.
If one accepts this, then the inter-

ests of the hoteliers and visitors
are regarded as paramount and the

local workers are seen as less
'enlightened' and militant than else-
where. And this acceptance then
acts to create a self-induced para-
lysis amongst them, encouraging
the right-wing and opportunist
trade union leaders who disfigure
the local labour scene. In fact only
10% of local workers are in the
hotel industry whilst 50% are in
manufacturing and transport,

This basic premise of Trades
Council thinking is not only ignored,
it is actually denied in the opening
paragraph of the booklet., And
Significant facts are omitted, facts
such as the formation of a Co-op
16 years before that of Rochdale,
impact of the Railway Works, the
background to the founding of the
Labour Club in 1916 and the Com-
munist Party in 1920, the Vigilante
movements of 1919 and 1946 and the
great anti-fascist battles of the '30s.
More recently, it is amazing that
the bitter CBR strike in 1967 is
barely mentioned, This list of om-
issions i8 almost endless, It didn't
even mention Peter Kropotkin's
involvement in the Trades Council’

Despite these mistakes and
omissions this booklet fulfils a
long-felt need and will go some
way toward meeting it, It still con-
tains much that it useful and will
form a good starting point for the
full history of the Brighton Labour
movement that we must hope will
one day be written,

the
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