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•INTERNATIONAL MARXIST 
GROUP 687783

•GAY SWITCHBOARD Info 
and advice 202930^8. 

every night.

•ANARCHIST WORKERS ASSOC 
689897

•FABIAN SOCIETY Dot Voller, 
49 Southdown Ave. 556185.

Duncan Campbell, the Brighton 
journalist arrested with two others 
under the Official Secrets Act, is 
still waiting to know whether the 
Attorney General will agree to the 
prosecution continuing. His next 
court appearance is scheduled for 
April 26th by which time the police 
have said they should be ready to 
proceed with the case.

© 
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•REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST 
GROUP Gareth Jones, c/o 
Arts D Post-graduate 
Pigeon-holes, Sussex 
University.

•BIT-BY-BIT Info and 
help service; 7 Victoria 
Rd, B’ton. 27878.

•WOMEN’S AID Refuge for 
battered women; contact 
Women’s Centre 27612.

BRIGHTON YOUNG COMMUNISTS 
Contaot Colin Murray,c/o
71 Richmond St Brighton.

• •• « • 
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Meanwhile, defence costs ate 
mounting. Contributions should be 
sent to the ABCD Committee, 
o/o Time Out, 374 Grays Inn Rd. 
London WC1

4

TOBIAS STORES: 167 Elm Grove. 
DARLING'S, 53 Beaconsfield Rd. 
CONSTABLE’S: 37 New England Rd.

H. I ►

Meanwhile, the Special Branch are 
desperately trying to dig up some 
evidence to use against the three. 
Among those lucky enough to receive 
a visit from the Branch has been a 
friend of Duncan's from his univ
ersity days who hadn't seen him for 

four years. Last Christmas he sent 
Duncan a card and was quite am
azed when the fuzz arrived at his 
plaoe of work carrying a photocopy 
of the Christmas card—front and 
back.

CLAIMANTS UNION
Meets Weds 8pm Resources
Centre, North Rd
Brighton

•PUBLIC HOUSE BOOKSHOP 
More than just another 
bookshop - books, mags,

•SAMARITANS For those in 
despair 733333 24 hours; 
102 Clarendon Rd, Hove. 

•VOLUNTARY SERVICE CENTRE 
17 Ditchling Rise, B'ton. 
681919.

•WOMEN'S RIGHTS ACTION
GROUP Temporary contacts 
Gina or the Women's
Centre 27612.

•FALMER
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION.
UNIVERSITY BOOKSHOP: Main Counter
HILL'S NEWSAGENTS.
WHOLE EARTH BOOKSTALL.

•CO-OPERATIVE PARTY
B'ton: 86 London Rd 683076 
Hove: Jean Cattell, 29
Foredown Drive, Portslade.

•COMMUNIST PARTY OF BRITAIN 
(MARXIST-LENINIST) Meets
every other Weds, 37 
Gloucester Rd, B'ton.
684404.

•SIMPLE SUPPLIES Whole 
food, cast iron, jar and 
paper recycling scheme, 
.publications, etc; Whole 
Earth Environmental 
Centre. 11 George St, 
B'ton. 691318.

•CENI'RAl BRIGHTON
ANANDA: 19 Bond St.
ECCOTT'S: 52 Surrey St.
INFINITY: 25 North Rd. 
OPEN CAFE; 7 Victoria Rd.
CHURCHILL SQ: News Stand.
SYMPOSIUM BOOKS: Wherever they are. 
LONDON RD: News Stand (Shinsburys).

•RENT TRIBUNAL Rent
disputes, security of 
tenure, etc; 137 Preston 
Rd. 506381.

•INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS 
19 Elm Grove, B'ton.

•B'TON PREGNANCY ADVISORY 
SERVICE Pregnancy testing, 
counselling, abortions,
vasectomies; Wistons,
138 Dyke Rd. 509726.

•NORTH BRIGHTON
TEMPLE'S Fivewaye
SCHOFIELD'S: 44 Lewes Rd.

ig

•LABOUR PARTY
B'ton: 179 Lewes Rd. 62592 
Sec Marylyn Hill, 22 Port 
Hall Pl, B'ton. 557704. 
Hove: 40 Cowper St. Sec 
Jean Cattell, 29 Foredown 
Drive, Portslade.
Lewes: 3 North St. 4312 

•LABOUR PARTY YOUNG 
SOCIALISTS
B'ton: Pat Byrne, 64 
Coleman St, or 61559. 
Hove: Mark Morton, 64 
Victoria Rd, Portslade 
417843.

"7

•FREE VET (PDSA) 6 Oxford 
St, B'ton, 63606; open 
daily except Thurs and 
Sat afternoons.

•FAMILY PLANNING CLINIC 
B'ton: 18/19 Western Rd, 
734258. Lewes: 4403* Also 
University Health Centre.

LABOUR WEEKLY ADVICE 
CENTRE 179 Lewes Rd 
Saturday 10.30-11.30 
Quintin Barry and Dave 
Hill, prospective par
liamentary candidates
for Kemp Town and Pav
ilion.
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•OFF THE RECORD Help and 
info for young people; free 
and confidential. Call in 
or phone 8.00pm-10.00pm, 
Tues-Thurs, 6 Marlborough 
Pl, B'ton. 63080.

u 3 fl

•WEST BRIGHTON & HOVE ___
CORDELLS: 99 Western Rd, Hove.
PUBLIC HOUSE BOOKS: 21 Little Preston St.

ROOMS CAFE: 14 Blatchington Rd, 
rfove.

I

co

The plan consists of 9,999 sq 
ft of offioe spaoe and a vast super
market squeezed into an old and con
gested part of East Brighton. It has 
been the foous of intense local opp
osition since it was first published 
last year

cont. page 5
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•COMMUNIST PARTY OF GT. 
BRITAIN ('The' Communist 
Party) M. Chaplin, 83 
Edburton Ave, B'ton.

•INFINITY FOODS Macro
biotic and organic food 
and vegetables. 9.30-5.30 
Mon-Sat (not Weds); 25 
North Rd, B'ton. 63563. 
INFINITY BULK BUYING 

, 2.OO-5.OO,10.00-1.
Thurs-Sat; 3 Westbourne 
Gdns, Hove.

OPEN CAFE VEGETARIAN 
RESTAURANT is closed 
for renovation. But 
it will shortly re
open and the food 
will be even betterl

•WIND HORSE BOOKSHOP 
Buddhist literature and 
info; incense, posteps, 
cards, etc. 1O.OO-5.3O, 
«on-3at; 19 George St.

13
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•LIBERAL PARTY
B'ton Pavilion: Frances 
Hix, 143a Western Rd, 
B'ton. 27960. 
B'ton Kemptown: Alan 
Horner, 3 Lustrells Vale, 
Saltdean. 38532.
Hove: Ruth Davison, 286 
Hangleton Way, Hove. 
738425.
YOUNG LIBERALS Robert 
Eggleston, 56 Valley Drive 
B'ton. 507403

ANANDA, 19 Bond St. 
Odds and ends to make 
your life good. 

•B'TON WORKERS BOOKSHOP 
Marxist-Leninist classics 
and working class history. 
9.30-5.30 Sats; 37 Glouc
ester Rd, B'ton. 684404.

When the five years 
are up the Tories.hope that the 
property market will have reoovered 
enough to bring forth buyers (and 
they should know).

• t ftwl »

•SUNRISE RESTAURANT 
Wholefood vegetarian. Run 
by Friends of the Western 
Buddhist Order. 12.00-

00, Tues-Sat; 16 North
Rd, B'ton. 63188.

Brighton Council is letting three 
almost-new luxury houses on the 
private market without offering them 
to ordinary people who have waited 
for years on the Council housing 
list.

The three houses - 40 Slinfold 
Close and 14 and 28 Madehurst Close- 
were bought at an unrealistically 
high price by the Council when their 
orginal owners, members of a Council 
financed self-build group, decided 
to sell (the Council had first 
option to purchase).

Having bought the houses, the 
Council tried to sell them again, 
but failed because of the mortgage 
famine. A Housing Cttee meeting 
then decided that, despite the lack 
of buyerd (but true to Tory dogma), 
the houses wepe to be kept for 
owner occupation and not added to 
the Council's housing stock.

So a crafty soheme was devised 
whereby the houses would be advert
ised privately in the pages of the 
local press (3 bds, otl htg, grge), 
available on a five-year lease at 
£20 per week.

On Tuesday 29 Maroh Brighton 
Planning Committee approved plans for 
an offioe/supermarket 0 quip lex in 
George St. Brighton whioh is in dir
ant opnoaltijn to the county structure 
clan. This vote was taken despite the 
faot that an identical plan has already 
been thrown out by East Sussex and is 
pending appeal to the ministry.

The Branch work very fast. Just 5 
weeks after Dunoan had been arrested 
they searched a flat belonging to a 
Lancaster University research 
student who had borrowed some of 
his files. The student was held in 
the local polioe station for several 
hours, before being released without 
being charged. This inoident would 
appear to represent a last ditch 
effort on the part of the Branch to 
find something to pin on the acc
used. Either that, or it is an att
empt to pressurise the Attorney 
General into allowing the pros
ecution to prooeed.

3 New Houses 
AVAHAR4.E 

FOR UTTING 
•rmJ Sumo* 
••ehWth fuU

c.ntr.l hoacJnf. 3 or 4
bedrooms. modem Wichen snd

•AGE CONCERN Old people's 
welfare. Mon-Fri 10.00-
12.30 & 2.00-4.00, 57 
Ditchling Rd, B'ton 683275

•ICEBREAKERS Gay coun
selling, 8.00-10.00 every 
night. Brighton 202930

•CITIZENS' ADVICE BUREAUX 
B'ton: 17 Ditchling Rise, 
61664, 10.00-4.00 Mon-Fri, 
6.00-7.30 Tues; 2 St 
Georges Place 10.00-12. 
Mon-Fri.
Hove: Town Hall (Tisbury
Rd), 734811, 10.00-4.00 
Mon-Fri.

Ju», nonh of . 
County
cantral haa<Jn«. 
I

bathroom.
To b« Ul unfurnished tom 

£20 p«r wHk •Mctaatv*.

•CANCER PREVENTION 29801

This scheme is not foolproof, 
however, as it's not the easiest 
thing in the world to evict people 
from unfurnished property; but no 
doubt the Tories will try.

But why are these very jdesirable 
residences not being offered first 
to the 1,342 homeless and badly- 
housed families who have suffered 
so long on the housing list? 

"Well", Cllr Leach (Chairman of 
the Housing Cttee) told the Voice, 
"some of the people who apply for 
the houses may well be homeless." 

And so they may - but they'll 
••"'Deed more qualifications than that 

to move into a house "having the 
benefit of panoramic views of the 
Marina". For a start, the Counoil 
demands details on the "nature of 
the applicant's employment"(piss 
off all you unemployed), "applicant 
and wife's inoome" (no single 
parents need apply) and three 
references - "eg, banker" (anyone 
know three bankers?).

So what do the homeless do now, 
if there'3 no point being on the 
housing list and they can't afford 
to buy - squat?

•THREE ROOMS CAFE 
Vegetarian cafe. 10.

00, Mon-Sat. 14 Blatch
ington Rd, Hove. 779933•

•B'TON RIGHTS CENTRE 
Advice on legal problems. 
Free, confidential 
service by the Centre's 
workers and solicitors.
12.30-2.00 & 5.30-7.30 
at 2 Prince Albert St.

Ill I

•HOUSING ADVICE CENTRE 
(Council) 9.00-4.30, 
Mon-Fri, 73 Grand Parade, 
B'ton. 681919.

•KEMPTOWN
BOOKS: 80B St James St.
WINDHORSE BOOKSHOP 19 George St. 
KEMPTOWN BOOKS: 91 St George's Rd. 
SIMPLE SUPPLIES: 11 George St.
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of an indecent assault, whicn means 
that he cannot be convicted of it. 
Aged over 16 a man is presumed to 
be capable of consenting to an in
decent assault, so both he and his 
partner can be convicted of gross 
indecency.

1

Although there is no law against 
wearing clothes traditionally worn 
by the opposite sex, the police 
sometimes charge male transvestites 
with insulting or indecent behav
iour, or behaviour likely to cause 
a breach of the peace.

THE VOICE IS YOUR PAPER 
COME AND JOIN US 

We meet on Sundays at 8-8.30pm 
at Open Cafe, 7 Victoria Rd 

Brighton.

WHY DO WE THINK THE VOICE IS 
NECESSARY? Because everything 
that affects our lives seems to 
be run by groups acting mostly in 
their own interests. For instance, 
property speculators, aided and ab
etted by the Counoil, estate agents,

• IIttj 
II

Entrapment.

The police have been known to act 
as ’agents provocateurs’ in plain 
clothes by trying to lure homosexual 
men into committing an offence.
This process is known as entrapment 
of ar offender. It most commonly 
happens in a public lavatory. It is 
not a sufficient defence to say 
that you were tricked into comm
itting an offence but, if you are 
charged with indecent assault, you 
may be able to argue that the 
policeman invited you to touch him 
and that he was a willing partner— 
in which case no assault could have 
taken place. If you are entrapped 
by a policeman, try to get the 
names and addresses of any wit
nesses.

• ■ ■ • — 
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things 
oan i
better if they oontrol how we find
out, and if, in consequence, there’s 
no way of hitting back.

Gross Indecency*.

This term is not fully defined in 
law, but it can be any sexual act 
other than buggery. Actual phy
sical contact does not need to 
take place, but it has to be shown 
that a grossly indecent exhibition 
between men was occurring.

West Pier wizz-kid Marc Turner 
veiled his £2mn for the pier at a 
public meeting held at the Friends 
Centre on March 31st. The plans were, 
as people in the audience were not 
slow to point out, vulgar. But then 
we live in vulgar times and, as Couh 
John Smith said, when the original 
pier was first built people consid
ered that vulgar.

. UI
I I I TOTi'ITr IBBI iI. ' • ■

Well, first things first. We don't 
have an editor so we can’t name him/ 
her. It may be beyond Mr Gorringe’s 
comprehension but the Voice works 
as a collective. That means that we 
all have an equal say and the opp
ortunity to do any job connected 
with the paper. Secondly, we do 
not hide behind a "cloak of anonym
ity". If Mr Gorringe cared to look 
on the inside back page of any issue 
he could have found out when and 
where we meet. We’ll make it easy 
for him this time, and give our 
address below. He’s welcome to come 
along. So is anyone who feels they 
have something to contribute towards 
making Brighton a better place to 
live in.

The Tories1 overriding concern for the town’s prosperity was 
revealed yet again at the last meeting of Brighton Council. 
Following a decision to inorease local bus fares "to make public 
transport pay its way", they condemned the Labour Party’s 
proposals to reduce traffio congestion in central Brighton.

During a debate on car parks, the question of whether a 
shoppers’ car park at the back of Johnson’s and Woolworths 
in Western Rd. should be given the go-ahead was discussed. 
In spite of Cllr Jenny*s account of Brighton’s generous park
ing facilities, he and other Tory councillors spoke in favour 
of allowing yGt another N.C.P. monstrosity to be built.

As the voting took an inevitable 
course on the side of the Tories, it 
seemed that Brighton as a place to 
live had been forgotten* Committed to 
the idea of a prosperous town oentre, 
our cllr3 had rejected the idea of a 
positive traffio policy which might 
frighten off the wealthy oar-owners 
and on this basis they were bound to 
favour an additional car park. And 
bus fares will continue to rise as 
publio transport oannot be profitable 
in a system which favours the car
owner.

NCCLNCCLNCCLNCCLNCCLNCCLNCCLNCCLNCCL

The above has been reproduced from
Volume 1 Number 2 of the NCCL mag
azine "Rights 1"

1Xn Private*,

The main problem with the law on 
homosexual behaviour is that the 
Act gives a very narrow meaning to 
the words ’ in private '. Sex
between homosexual men is never in 
private if there are more than two 
people in the room or if the plaoe 
oan be used by the public(this 
applies to a publio lavatory even 
though there are only two people 
inside and the door is looked). 
In other oases, it will depend 
on all the oircumstanoes and 
whether the Court derides that a 
particular place is, in these 
circumstances, 'in private’.

I

Oil

Importuning'.

If you try to pick up another man 
in the street or any public place, 
you may be charged with''persis
tently importuning for an immoral 
purpose'. 'Importuning' can be 
nothing more than smiling at a 
man, 'persistently' can mean trying 
repeatedly to pick people up, or 
it can mean trying to pick up the 
same person more than once. In 
practice the police tend only to 
arrest people for this offence in 
public lavatories or in places 
which are well-known for pick
ups.

'Indecent Assault*.

'Indecent assault' is a term used 
to describe a wide range of sexual 
acts with people under the age of 
consent. This can cover light 
touching to forcible buggery. The 
term is also used to cover sexual 
acts with a person of the same 
sex above the age of consent who 
did not consent.

Still, Mr Turner does have some 
good ideas. But, and he would be the- 
first to admit it, he’s out to make 
money and when profits are at stake 
good ideas voioed in the early 
stages of a scheme tend to be for
gotten later. You only have to look 
at the latest plans for the Marina’. 
So we hope that when the new, vulgar 
West Pier eventually gets built, the 
promised free creohe, free children's 
playground, and easy aooess for 
people in wheelohairs, plus other 
good things, won't just have dis
appeared out to sea.
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The law concerning homosexual men 
in England and Wales was changed in 
1967—but certain kinds of homo
sexual behaviour are still illegal. 
In Sootland, although it is official 
policy not to prosecute for private 
homosexual activity between two men 
of 21 and over, and in N. Ireland, 
homosexual activity between men 
remains illegal.

Homosexual Women.

Except in the Armed Forces, lesbian 
behaviour is usually ignored by the 
law. However, women can technically 
Ke charged with indecent or insult
ing behaviour, or with indecent 
assault and although there is no 
age of consent for lesbianism, a 
woman committing an 'act of gross 
indecency' with a girl under the 
age of 14 would be committing an 
offence. Nevertheless, charges of 
this kind are seldom if ever brought. 

Homosexuals.

In England and Wales, homosexual 
behaviour between two men is lawful 
providing that it takes place in 
private between consenting parties 
of 21 and over. It is not lawful 
if either man is mentally defect
ive, if either man is a member of 
the Armed Forces or if, both men 
being 'merchant seamen, it oocurs 
on board a merchant ship.
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We want to take one means of oomm
unioation out of the hands of the 
'experts' and the propertied class 
and give it ovwr to the people of 
Brighton.

Men under 21

If one or both men is under 21, a 
prosecution can take place once 
the case has been referred to the 
Director of Public Proseoutions and 
he has decided to proceed. However, 
this does not mean that the police 
do not arrest, oharge or detain 
people in this position. A ^oy 
under 14 is presumed in law to be 
inoapable of sexual intercourse, so 
he oannot be convicted of rape or 
buggery. But he oan be convioted of 

aiding and abetting these offences, 
or of other offenoes such as in- 
deoent assault. A boy under 16 oannot 
in law oonsent to being the viotim

V

landlords and builders, are Mpping 
Brighton apart. And beoaube tn lots 
of other ways all the derisions 
whioh affect us are made bysuoh 
people. AU the local media are con
trolled by those sane established 

sts, people who want to keep 
i much as they are. So how 

anything be ohanged for the

"HOW CAN A PUBLICATION WHICH WILL
ETWW IUB ITS EDITOR- AND WHICH 

ACTS LIKE A SECRET SOCIETY, BE 
REGARDED SERIOUSLY...?" "I HATE 
NO TIME, INDEED ONLY CONTEMPT, POR 
A PUBLICATION THAT PERSISTS TN 
HIDING BEHIND A CLOAK OF ANONYMITY" 
So wrote Mr Viotor P. Gorringe, 
editor-in-chief of the Evening 
Argus, in reply to the local NUJ when 
they asked him why the Argus had 
not carried the story of Andrew 
Bowden's attempt to restrict our 
circulation(see Issue 33), some
thing which reoeived wide coverage 
both on Radio Brighton -nd in the 
National Press.

Decisions about the Voice are made 
by those of the collective who are 
present at the open Sunday meetings 
held every week. At these meetings 
we plan the coming issue, discussing 
articles, arranging for articles to 
be researched and written and . 
planning the preparation of the 
"paste-up sheets" from which the 
Voice is printed. We also plough 
through more mundane matters such as 
how many copies we should print 
(about 1500 at present), whether we 
can afford to buy a second type
writer, etc. No votes are taken 
and no one imposes his or her will 
on others. If we can't reach agree
ment about something we leave it 
and discuss it again at a later 
meeting.
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Would he rather they read nothing 
but middle-class sexist propaganda 
like "Janet and John"—the usual 
type of indoctrination that we were 
all subjected to? No doubt Bowden 
was brought up on nothing but 
"Janet and John" and absorbed every 
bit of it—and it shows.

a
1

Just who or what does Andrew 
Bowden think he is?(Perhaps we 
could offer him a few suggestions). 
Does he really think that because 
a person can’t read or write then 
he/she is incapable of forming any 
political opinions of his/her own? 
You don’t need to be able to read 
to be subjected to the right-wing 
indoctrination and bias of TV.

In doing this not only have 
Brighton Plaaning Cttee acted beyond 
their powers,they have also acted in 
bad faith by approving a matter on 
whioh they decided the opposite way 
last year and which was still pending 
appeal to the ministry.

A Special General Meeting of the 
East Sussex NALGO branoh, held on 
March 22nd, voted to ballot members 

on me Dan and also on a proposed 
one-day strike and demonstration 
designed to highlight the effects 
of the next round of cuts in publio 
expenditure. This has put the branch 
in breach of national polioy, and 
laid members open to disciplinary 
aotion—though it is unlikely that 
any will be taken.

The people of George St. and 
lower St James St. Brighton,who have 
been battling for the last nine 
months to prevent an enormous offioe 
blook and supermarket complex from 
destroying their intimate resident
ial and small trader area, now find 
themselves oaught up in the middle of 

war between Brighton Planning 
ttee and their E.Sussex counterparts

co 
cs

t X</>
While some members called for strong 
aotion against further outs, the ex
ecutive took a weaker line and ev
entually those who "want to keep 
the union out of politios’l carried 
the day. The moat effective notions 
called for were withdrawn before a 
vote had been taken; they would, 
among other things, have suspended 
member’s work on the preparation 
redundancy notices and prevented 
the payment of Councillor’s ex
penses.

Just because a person hasn't learnt 
to read or write does not mean that 
he/she is an Imbecile incapable of 
thinking for him/herself—it's a 
pity the 3ame can't be said for 
certain MPs. Those learning at the 
Friends' Centre and those helping, 
are quite capable of choosing their 
own reading material—they don’t 
need headmaster Bowden to tell them 
what they can or cannot read. We 
suggest Mr Bowden looks up the word 
"freedom" in the dictionary and 
writes it out one hundred times. 
We wonder if he’ll ever learn 
what it means.

*

Brighton councillors have 
always resented their demotion from 
county borough status and a’-e using 
the George St. affair as a way of 
attacking E.Sussex. When the Green 
Elms Property Co., (a subsidiary of 
T.Lyons and Co.) first proposed their 
mbitious soheme last summer the 

Brighton Cttee rightly decided that 
beoause of the large area of offioe 
spaoe the matter was a oounty res- 
pnsibility and accordingly referred 
it to County hall. At this point an 
alternative plan was introduced 
by the Save George St.Committee and 
was presented to E.Sussex along with 
the Green Elms proposal. The E.Sussex 
Cttee was far more interested in the 
alternative plan and threw out the 
Green Elms proposal on the grounds 
that the proposed offioes went 
against the County structure plan. 
Green Elms lodged an appeal with the 
minister whioh is still pending, and 
so the matter rested for a while.

This March Green Elms have 
deolded to try a different taotio. 
They have resubmitted their original 
plan to Brighton accompanied by an 
eight page letter complaining in 
great detail about the way in whioh 
their application wa& handled by 
E.Sussex i.e. the informal consid
eration of the alternative plan. This 
letter greatly inoensed some Brighton 
oounoillors who jumped up and ddwn

Footnote:

As an illustration of the 
deviousness of the whole plan, it 
lookB as though the supermarket, 
whioh is put forward as the 'reviver 
of St James St' may prove a white 
elephant. Serious doubts about its 
feasibility were expressed by 
Coun. Ian MoGill, who at a public 
meeting on April 6th, -stated that 
several large supermarket chains 
were definitely not interested. 
One had told him that the site was 
the wrong shape for effective 
merchandising and that aooess for 
delivery truoks was not good 
enough.

The planning implications of the 
oommittee decision to give this 
plan the go-ahead will be wide 
reaching. If Brighton gets away 
with it this time, the £86,000 
County Structure Plan will be so 
muoh waste paper.

Bast Sussex has so far made no 
response to the insult Brighton has 
paid them, and the Save George Street 
Committee has aooused them of sitting 
on the fence. It remains to be seen, 
however, if the issue is raised at 
the County Planning Committee meeting 
on April 15th. In the mean time, both 
the Save George Street Committee and 
Brighton Sooiety are investigating 
the possibility of getting a High 
Court ruling against the decision. 
And they are oomplaining to the 
Ombudsman and requesting an inter
view with a senior legal advisor in 
the Dept, of the Environment.

The Voice applaud® NALGO's stand ag
ainst the Creeping Cuts—because this 
is what the Task Group is all about. 
Amid spurious cries of "efficiency" 
and "rationalisation" they hope to 
lop substantial quantities off var
ious departmental budgets. We don't 
’.mow who will be next for the chop, 
but you can bet there won't be a 
Performance Review Task Group in
vestigation into Councillor 
expenses.

» - ■ <

PIGEON HOLE
Infinity Foods are unquestionably 
one of the great exponents of 
"alternative" food retailing in the 
town. It also appears that they are 
involved in alternative forms of 
postal communication. When a Voloe 
reporter called with a letter rec
ently, out of shop hours, he was 
unable to find any traoe of a letter 
box, despite searching for some five 
minutes. Perhaps they’re using 
pigeons?

Following the publication of the
Performance Review Task Group report 
on the Soolal Servioes(see Voioe 56), 
NALGO has now produced its initial 
response.

k

Despite instructions from a spec
ial conference that an overtime ban 
should be enforced by all NALGO mem
bers as from April 1 st, we will have 
to wait a bit longer to see if the 
County Council services are to be 
affected.

A few
weeks ago

Councillor Dudley
Baker, leader of the

Tory group on Brighton
Council, was strolling through

Churchill Square when he saw a Dog

T
——
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Ths blinkered and forelock-touching 
attitude of Boat NALGO members will 
undoubtedly defeat both matters up 
for ballot, and the next National 
Canferenoe(ln lay) will probably 
reverse the Ohlon's polioy anyway. 
Ve MR then return to our normal 
poeture makiag threatening noises 
wiULOUt actually having to do 
anything.

to the bathroom. He chased after th© 
animal’s owner and made the man clehr 
up the mess. Good for Councillor 
Baker.’ But we only wish that he 
Could recognise crap when it's epok* 
On almost daily by him and his Cons-*- 
ervative colleagues.
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Andrew Bowden is onee more in 
the limelight—not oontent with 
having a go at the primary school 
teachers(see last issue)— he's now 
directing his attaok against the 
Friends’ Centre, where he olaims 
a diil t.,q la fl-mi ng to read and write 
are being subjected to left-wing 
political doctrination. What does 
he base his absurd olaims on?- 
eight out of a possible eighty 
examples of reading material1

This condemns the report as "unsatis
factory" and "ill-conoeived" and 
makes it dear that no oase has 
been made out for the sweeping changes 
—including many redundancies— it 
proposes. Unless evidence oan be prod
uced to baok up the report's conclus
ions, the Union states that members 
"will not tolerate or implement" any 
ohanges in organisation. It also 
states that NALGO "will not be prep
ared to participate in any further ex
ercise of this kind" without detailed 
consultation in advance.

■

This leaflet expains how you go about it t

This is one of the many public 
documents produced by Islington 
Council to help local people cope 
with the increasing bureaucracy 
of council business and politics. 
They also produce a regular 
newspaper oalled Info which is 
open to alternative groups in the 
area including tenants’ associations 
and various co-ops, they publish 
updated sheets on how to claim 
every conceivable kind of benefit, 
updated addresses and telephone 
numbers of local councillors and 
'action sheets' whioh tell you how 
to paste-up,print and distribute 
community newspapers eto.eto.

What does Brighton or East 
Sussex provide us with ???? No need 
to answer that.
But here from the Islington 
pamphlet are two addresses whioh 
the looal odmmunity of any area 
ought to know:

cn

Make a note in your diaries. On 
April 26th <t the Dome the Sussex 
Police Male Voice Choir presents 
"Coppera in Concert".'J And next 
time? "Pigs rt the Piano"? 
"Rozzera Reoltalfc7 dr the "Phuae 
Philharmonkw!’? 4t least It keepe 
them off the, etreet.

Hill

If you think you have suffered because of the way 
the Council's decisions have been earned out and 
you are dissatisfied with the Council's explanations 
to you, you can take up the matter with

The Commission for Local Administration 
21 Queen Anne's Gate, London. SW1H90U. 
T elephone 930 3333
You .may know the Commissioners better as the 

'Ombudsman'. Get the leaflet 'Your Local 
Ombudsman'.
It will explain exactly what the 'Ombudsman' can 
«nd cannot investigate

If you ere having trouble because of unfair , 
discrimination on such grounds as race or sex fou 
can take tha up with the Equal Rights Commission, 
Overseas House, Quay Street. Manchester M33HN 
(Telephone 061-83392441

waving their oopies,thoughtfully 
provided by council officials who 
did not see fit to do the same with 
any of the 90 plus letters of object
ion to the plan. These self-important 
councillors felt that the action of
B.Sussex was a snub against them,and, 
anxious to assert their independence 
the Committee declared-that after all 
it was a local matter and gave formal 
approval to Green Elms - supermarket, 
offices,car-park,the lot.
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not declared. On this basis they felt 
that the issue of non-claiming of ben
efits was pure fiction, or amounted to 
no more than 20 or 30 pence a week. 
Thus from a sample of 15 people they 
dismissed the issue which affects 
thousands of people.

We also raised the question 
of their bitterly-experienced rel
uctance to act swiftly in providing 
financial assistance in cases where 
families are deserted by their bread
winner. They defended the DHSS by 
explaining that delay was unavoidable 
because they had to be sure that the 
break-up was permanent because they 
asserted that ’it has been known, 
although we admit not often, that the 
man disappears and leaves the DHSS 
to settle all his arrears and then 
returns to the family having evaded 
paying his debts.*

Onoe again B.A.T. bus users are 
suffering from the siok joke of 
’revised* fares. Voioe readers.. 
might like to ask BATMAN when 'Tt 
was that fares were last ’revised’ 
Downwards?

Illi I1

tfccuth Yorkshire Transport Authority 
deaided two years ago to end the 
never successful attempt art book 
balancing and to provide a Service 
for all. Since then there has been 
only one fare increase.

So in Sheffield you pay 6 pence for 
2 miles, 8 pence for 3 miles and 
9 pence for 1+ miles. In Brighton 
you can pay as much as 16 pence 
for a one mile journey. The 
policy works. Last year, while 
every other transport authority 
lost custom. South Yorkshire 
attracted it. Its passenger numbers 

rcae by over 3 per cent last year 
and thib year it expects an even 
larger increase as motoring costs 
continue to go up. This is, in the 
words of the Labour controlled 
Council, an attempt at a ’redis
tribution 'of income to the benefit 
of the non car-owning households’. 

The scheme is,however, not without 
its enemies, foremost amongst them 
being William Rodgers(Min of Tran
sport) and by implication the 
Labour Government. He has threatened 
to withold part of the subsidy to 
the Transport Authority if they 
don't make the usual vain efforts 
to ’balance the books’. The message 
is clear. Labour Governments(like 
all) oan damage your services.

tohous and 
for some .iF! 

and work force.

At eaoh fares increase the number 
Of bus users decreases by about
2 per cent. Over a number of years 
this enables BATMAN to justify the 
’rationalisation’ of services and 
the cutting of ’uneoessary’ jobs. 
All this is needed, we are told, 
to balance the books because tax 
and ratepayers can no longer afford 
to subsidise public transport. A 
point which ignores the faot that, 
there |s a large proportion of the 
tat and ratepaying population which 
doesn’t have aocess to private 
transport.

Brighton Voice believes it is high 
time BATMAN broke out of the spiral 
of increased prices necessitating 
further increases in prioes and 
concentrated on developing a bus 
service which is cheap, efficient 
and fAir on its operators. Ah’, you 
might say, but that doesn’t happen 
anywhere. Well, you’d be wrong’. 1OPEN TO 

THE RMBUCi 
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eive." If officials who know the 
benefit system so well can be so 
oomplaoent in the face of all the 
facts then one can hardly be surp
rised at their oontravention of 
the Sooial Security Aot in their 
attitudes towards oohabitation. We 
mentioned above that cohabitation 
was one of the areas in whioh DHSS 
officials have disoretionary powers. 
According to the law a woman is only 
oohabiting if she shares two of the 
following with a man: purse, bed or 
table. The Supplementary Benefits 
Commission’s policy document says 
explicitly that they do not wish to 
foroe women to stop having boyfriends 
—therefore if a woman sleeps with 
her boyfriend but they do not oook 
together or share their money she 
should not be deemed to be oo
habiting. However, CPAG have report
ed that in 18 out of 20 oases a 
woman's benefit was withdrawn com
pletely op the basis of sharing her 
bed two night a week with her boy
friend.

Ifp

3. Women and DHSS
The DHSS is exoluded from 

the Sex Discrimination Aot. However, 
over j of claimants are women and it 
is not too difficult to see that 
the areas in which they are most 
discriminated against are those in 
which they are challenging the 
sex-role norms of our sooiety. 
Women receive a lower return on 
their national insurance contrib
utions than do men, they oannot 
olaim for dependents. A married 
woman, or a woman who is cohabiting 
cannot claim supplementary benefit 
in her own right, she is declared to 
be supported by a man. The DHSS 
deny the existence of role-reversal 
families for they will not allow a 
working wife to claim family income 
supplement for her husband and their 
children. In spite of the many in
stances of discrimination against 
women in the benefit scheme, a high 
ranking DHSS offioial said com
placently, "Well, if you want my 
opinion, I’ll give it to you. I do 
not. think women are discriminated 
against in the benefits they rec^^J

2. Discretionary Powers
Initially when we asked 

about the discretionary powers allow- 
to DHSS officials in the supplementary 
benefit scheme, they were keen to 
point out that they were impartial 
civil servants trying to implement 
the Social Security Act, and that, 
although there were some discretion
ary elements they were 'very small'. 
We then pointed out some of the 
'very small* powers they have:-
a) whether a olaimant is a house

holder or a non-householder.
b) whether a claimant is cohabiting
c) whether a claimant needs an ex

ceptional needs payment
d) whether a claimant has become 
'voluntarily unemployed'.

In response to these points 
they agreed that cf course visiting 
officers 'exercised common sense 
discretion in the granting of excep
tional needs payments and in deciding 
whether a person is,or is not, a 
householder'• No doubt the mother 
of 3 children aged 16,15 and 10,who 
asked for an exceptional needs pay
ment to buy her children shoes,and 
who was given £8.50 will wonder how 
much common sense h<r visiting off
icer possessed.

One high-ranking DHSS off
ioial expressed the view that the 
number of applications for emerg
ency needs grants had risen dramat
ically because people 'squander' 
their money. Another official backed 
him up by saying 'we are not here to 
support squanderers and alcoholics.' 
We pointed out that the rise in app
lications was probably due to an 
increase in need because of the low 
benefit levels which can only cover 
very basic needs. In fact, the maj
ority of emergency needs payments 
go towards do thing, which is supp
osed to be provided for by the basio 
allowance. DHSS officials seem to 
see this as evidence of olaimants 
being squanderers, we see it as 
evidence of the inadequacy of benefit 
levels. Supplementary benefit is 
supposed to represent the lowest 
possible income above the poverty 
line. In Nov. '76 the rates were 
raised by 15 per cent, but during 
1976 there was a 22 per oent rise 
in the cost of food, so the rise 
was in faot a out, and that means 
a out below the poverty line.

NAI£O members might be interested 
to know that amongst those offering 
themselves for eleotion io the 
NEC from the South Coast District 
is a member of the nazi National 
Front. He ia Roland Hazell, a 
rebate assistant in the Treasurer*3 
Dept, at Chiohester District 
Council.

His electoral address is interesting 
for its oontradiotions. At the 
outset he states he is for a NALGO 
concentrating on 'Staff Association 
matters' and adds 'we must not 
allow a minority to use NALGO for 
political propoganda.' Unless, of 
oourse, it is NF propoganda. 
PolitioaX views, he says, oan be 
expressdi through the parliamentary 
vote. WhJboh is obviously why in his 
addressgoes on to:

1) question NALGO affiliation 
to the NCCL

2) question the Union's opp
osition to the Chile regime

3) urge the publication of the 
uneoessary NALGO special invest
igation into t)ie NALGO Action Group

4) wonder why, when the outs 
are biting, a NALGO/NUPK oomnittee 
was formed.

5) doubt Conference's right 
to call for industrial aotion.

This artiole has been written to publicise the views of officials 
in the Department of Health and Sooial Security (DHSS) which were expressed 
in informal chats with the authors.

1. Social Security Abuse
According to research by the CPAG (Child Poverty Action Group) 

the extent of social security abuse is a little less than £2m, henoe for 
each £2 wrongly claimed,£11,000 is paid out to claimants who are fully 
entitled to the benefits they receive. In comparison with tax abuse, social 
security abuse is definitely a non-problem. If tax-abuse ceased there oould 
be a 5p reduction in the standard rate of tax. However a 150 fold increase 
in social security abuse would only make a lp difference rate of tax. 

The Brighton DHSS officials we spoke to appeared to be very 
deceptive in their attitudes to social security abuse. On the one hand they 
agreed that abuse was at a very low level, and emphasised that this was due 
to their vigilance in preventing abuse: on the other hand they constantly 
used examples of people abusing the system as a defence against our 
suggestion that the DHSS is often unhelpful to claimants. For example,we 
challenged the DHSS officials with the assertion that many old people didn’t 
claim supplementary benefit,although entitled to it, because they felt 
frightened by the complicated and daunting procedure necessary to claim it. 
They replied that in ten out of fifteen cases they had investigated it was 
found that these old people had savings of thousands of pounds that they had

Another jem from our NF friend is, 
'Publio Service Unions must be prep
ared to accept a fair share of cuts.’ 
Doubtless the ill, the mentally 
and physically handicapped, 
children without nurseries, those 
without home help, meals on wheels, 
etc. will be the first to applaud.

His final gripe is about the NEC’s 
support for a closed shop. This 
he says, is an ’oppressive measure* 
with 'no place in NALGO'. He should 
Know all about oppression—after 
all, his party deals in At.

Amongst the rubbish is a demand from 
the politically ubiquitous Mr 
Hazell for a return to free coll
ective bargaining, flhrely a fine 
pieoe of populist opportunism. He 
concludes 'let us keep party pol
itics out of NALGO.' NALGO must 
resolve to keep his brand of nasty 
vioious politios out.
Voters, don't be conned.

Last week fares went up by an 
average of per cent, the second 
major inoveade in 6 months. Fares 
have been increasing with a mono- 

dBHtuctive regularity 
| now. We are forced 

t0 ask at,that 00st to both publio
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"Verboten" which means forbidden is 
a bulletin providing information on 
the present political situation* in 
West Germany and its historical back
ground. The last few years have seen 
an increase in political and cult
ural repression in West Germany with 
a ban on employment of ’political 
radicals’ in the public servioe, 
provisions relating to the exclusion 
of defence lawyers from trials, cen
sorship laws and widespread and ill
egal use of telephone tapping.

CM
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•35pence plus postage from
Anti-Apartheid, 89 Charlotte St
London W1P 2DQ

The day’s events, organised by 
the Brighton, Hove and Distriot 
Trades Union Coinoil, will start 
at 10.00 when the prooession asse
mbles at Regenoy Square. At 10.30 
the trade unionists, their families, 
friends and supporters, will move 
off, going via the sea front and 
the Steine to the Level.

The formation of the Legal Action
Group within LINK UP is highly 
representative of this changing 
f-eeling. In association with the
C.A.B. and the Brighton Rights 
Centre, they have set up a legal
advice stall in the Union Hall in
Air Street every Saturday - a highly
logical thing for law students to do.send you more details.

Just how much is East Sussex 
paying to their County Engineer, 
Mr Denys Chamock, to help pay 
for his forthcoming trip to 
Tokyo where he is to lecture an 
international road federation 
conference on the safety value 
of reflective white lines painted 
on the edges of roads? According 
to their press office, the county 
oounoil is only paying a ’small 
sum’ towards his expenses, but 
when pressed by the Voice they 
refused to say how much that small 
sum is.

Mayday is workers’ day, and this 
year it is being celebrated in Bri- 
ghton-’with a procession to a fest
ive gathering on the Level.

*

"Shell and BP in South Afrioa"* by 
Martin Bailey analyses the role of 
these companies in propping up 
apartheid. It examines the claim by 
both companies that, by remaining 
in South Africa-and encouraging 
reforms- they can do more to elim
inate apartheid than they can by 
simply withdrawing their investment, 
but finds this argument little more 
than a convenient device to enable 
firms to profit from a system they 
claim to abhor. There is little ev
idence that British companies have 
ever used their influence to encour
age majority rule in South Africa.

COco

This pamphlet comes out at a time 
when BP has just announced that it 
will invest £267mn in South Africa 
over the next five years. Sixty
eight per cent of the shares in BP 
are held by the Government and the 
Labour Party’s manifesto has a comm
itment to "reduce Britain’s un
healthy involvement with apartheid." 
Shell plans to invest £333mn over the 
next decade and recent advertising 
campaigns show that the company is 
confident that apartheid will still 
be going strong, and bringing in 
the profits, in 10 years time.

"Verboten" costs 20p from the Cam
paign Against Repression in West 
Germany, 35 Wellington St London 
WC2. The Campaign is organising a 
Conference on repression in W. 
Germany to be held on May 7th at 
the North London Polytechnic.
Details from the Campaign enclosing 
SAE and 40p.

Organisation for the Kid's Karn- 
ival and the Environmental Free 
Fair has begun. The Date to remember 
is June 11th, Friday, This firmly 
established event will again be held 
on the grass outside Falmer House, 
and any group who would like to have 
a stall, and haven't recieved an 
invite, do please contact LINK UP 
on Brighton 680-380, and they'll

CN
N

Why not give MI5 or MI6 a ring?
Their phone numbers are 01-930- 

for

Since the appointment of the new 
LINK UP Co-ordinator last December 
(see Voice No 35) the group (Sussex 
University Action Group, of which 
LINK UP is their collective name) 
has continued to expand.

LINK UP, who in the past have been 
labled as patronising do-gooders, 
are working hard to change their 
emphasis from community service to 
community action. They continue to 
perform important community service? 
they paint the elderly's houses, 
visit the Adventure Playground at 
Moulsecobnb to name but two, but now 
it appears to recognise the position 
of such activity. There is some
thing clearly wrong with students 
simply converging on an old lady's 
and shotting her up in the kitchen 
while they furiously decorate the 
living-room, and departing never .to 
be seen again.

TAPPING
DEVICE

t:

Andrew Bowden sees them every
where. 'Like his bosom pal Margaret 
Twitohe^the Tory MP for Kemp Town 
sees reds under,over and in the 
bed. After his attaok on the Voioe, 
his tirade against teaohers who 
dare to eat lunohes in the middle 
of the sohool day,and his faroioal 
aoousation against people who are 
teaohing adults to read he has 
turned his attention to ante-natal 
oare. Aooording to reliable nurses 
he is planning to expose the 
left-wing indoctrination whioh 
goes on in ante-natal olinios in 
North Brighton. By means of 
stethosoopio taps on the stomachs 
of pregnant women it is possible 
to oonvey to the unborn ohild any 
propaganda which can be reduoed to 
morse code. The,trots and maoiste 
in the North Brighton ollnics are 
known by Andrew Bowden to be well- 
ahead of their right-wing rivals 
in this new means of political 
praxis. His question to the House 
on this issue was given through 
olenohed teeth: his anger could 
hardly be controlled.

The author of the artiole 
"May Opposes Sale of Council 
Houses'* (Voioe 35) wishes ua 
to state that he apologises to 
Mr. Tony Greenatein for 
inoorresily attributing certain 
'•narks to hia.

Awaiting them there will be 
Morris danoers, stalls, food, a 
jasw band, beer and many other 
forms of entertainment - including 
speeohes from Andy Durr (President 
of Brighton TUC), Geoff Jones 
(Chairman of Brighton Labour Party), 
Owen Davis (NALGO) and Jim Terry 
(ASTMS). Everybody is weloome to 
join in the -fun.

Since the Occupation at Sussex Uni
versity in early March, as part of 
the students' campaign against 
education cuts, CACTL - The Campaign 
Against the Criminal Trespass Law - 
has come under LINK UP's area of 
work, wnich is a highly significant 
step tow ards true community activ-

aim to obtain premises in Brigh
ton, mentioned in Voice No. 35, will 
soon be achieved. LINK UP will soon 
have an office in the • Open Cafe in 
Victoria Road. Practicalities are 
b§ing workfd out at the moment, and 
more details wilj appear in future 
editions of the Voice.
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6789 for MI5 and 01-928 5600 
MI 6.
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We have it on the national 
grapevine that our luxurious univ
ersities are next in line for the 
cuts. Of course they won’t go too 
far and upset the elite in their 
ivory towers, at least not to the 
point where they actually force 
the educated mandarins off their 
backsides.

We* ve been hearing a bit 
about our own local ivory tower 
lately - during a tour of the 
working people who service the 
luxurious offices and rooms in 
which the University’s "life" 
goes on. It was quite an ear
opener. The plasterers and deo- 
orators were particularly 
jovial about it. According to 
them the amount of money poured 
down the drain at the University 
of Sussex in totally unnecessary 
redecoration and ’’upkeep" is 
scandalous-* Time and time again 
they are sent to rooms to 
redecorate and they go in and find 
them in perfect condition.They 
ring up to check that they are in 
the right room. They are. So they 
get on with it. Money,money, 
money. "What’s this plaoe made of?" 
they ask,unable to believe the jobs 
they are told to do. "Ah" say 
the wise men of the University 
"It’s all a question of separate 
budgets" O.K ? Got it ? In 
ordinary language that means 
you have to spend the money 
redeoorating rooms in perfect 
condition whether you like it or 
not, because you oan’t spend the 
money on anything else. Certainly 
not on eduoation; that would be 
a gross misuse of the money.
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♦EDUCAT Local teacher and 
education magazine; 42 
Egremont Pl. 6&O258. 

•QUEEN&PARK Paper for the 
Queens Park area. 14 
Toronto Terr, B’ton.

•B'TON FEDERATION OF 
TENANTS ASSOCS Secretary,
72 Swanborough Pl, B’ton.

In May the Women's World Bowling 
Championships will be held in 
Worthing. It is intended that a 
South African team will take part.

•NATIONAL ABORTION
CAMPAIGN Contaot Womens 
Centre.

s
•RANK AND Fill Organisation
of teaeheri With NUT.
68911J after 6.00pm.

•WHOLE EARTH Alternative 
technology, organic 
living, local environmen
tal action. 20p from 11 
George St, B'ton. 691318.

CM

•B'TON St HOVE SQUATTERS 
UNION AND TENANTS ASSOC. 
Meets 8.30, Tuesdays, at
7 Victoria Rd, B’ton.

"WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL
LEAGUE FOR PEACE A FREEDOM 
684604*

•B'TON BUS USERS ACTION
GROUP Secretary, 78 Holmes 
Avenue, Hove. 722596.

It would be wishful thinking to 
expect that commuters will come to 
their senses and join with other 
groups fighting the cuts. More 
likely they will cotinue to 
argue with British Rail, even 
though there is nothing BR can do, 
and continue to insist that their 
battle has nothing to do with 
^politics'.

POETRY AT OPEN 
Thursdays, 8p.m.
7 Viotofria Rd.

i 
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•SQUATTERS HANDBOOK 
Available from 2 St Pauls 
Rd, London N1, or Open 
Cafe. 10p + postage.
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♦B'TON FILM THEATRE
64 North St. 29563. Support 
your local non-profitmaking 
cinema.

•B'TON LESBIAN GROUP
1st, 3rd & 5th Weds at 
Fl 1, 9 St Miohaels Pl; 
info from Loe there.

•SUSSEX ALTERNATIVE
TECHNOLOGY GROUP c/o 11 
George St, B'ton. 691318

•B'TON SOCIETY Environ
mental group; Selma 
Montford, JO Clermont Rd.

•MOULESCOOMBJ ADVENTURE 
PLAYGROUND Needs money, 
materials and help; 0/0
67 Centre, off HodshroveRd.

•FRIENDS OF THE WESTERN 
BUDDHIST ORDER Meditation, 
classes, discussion and 
lectures; 19 George St, 
B'ton. 693971.

The annual BR season ticket between 
Brighton and London has more than 
doubled in price over the last three 
years. So local commuters can hardly 
be blamed for getting upset, even 
though for most of them it is still 
cheaper to live in Brighton than it. 
would be in London. However, the 
wav thev've been protesting about 
the increases in fares deserves 
little sympathy.

•MENTAL HEALTH GROUP
Bringing psyohiatrio 
patients into the community;

-

Their latest plan verges on the 
ridiculous. They intend to run a 
fleet of buses up to London for 
the benefit of -those who don't 
want to pay the increased rail 
fares. Commuters are by nature a 
pretty orazy bunch of people-they 
have to be to put up with the ser-

•WRAG QUARTERLY NEWSLETTK 
available from Womens 
Centre, 174 Thorndean Rd, 
B'ton; 50p for 2 issues.

•B'TON SHORT-LIFE HOUSING 
ACTION GROUP 2 Prlnoe Albefct 
St. 202492.

•PRIOR HOUSE Youth and 
Cerannity Centre; many 
activities, incl open 
creche; Carlton Hill. 
681925.

The Voice collective 
meets every Sunday 
at 8.30p.m. at Open 
Cafe, 7 Victoria Rd. 
ALL ARB WELCOME
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Sinoe the entirely unsurprising 
revelation last December that 
"good old Jule" had done the least 
work of all but one of the ff.P.s 
in the H of C during the previous 
year, an amazing change has taken 
place. He not only appeared in the 
House during Question Time, but 
actually asked a question!

On July 11th and 12th a visiting 
South Afrioan orioket team is 
due to play a matoh against a 
Sussex eleven at Worthing's 
Manor Sports Ground.

The price rises stem directly from 
the Government's insistence that 
nationalised industries should 
cover their costs and should not 
be subsidised. While a case for 
this can perhaps be made for some 
'state capitalist' enterprises it 
is laughable when applied to Brit
ish Rail. At the time when nation
alisation took place after the 2nd 
World War few of the railway com
panies were operating at a profit. 
And if capitalists can't make money, 
why should the Government? If prices 
continue to rise at the present rate 
then thousands of people who commute 
daily into London will be forced to 
go by car, clogging the road system 
and making the lives of Londoners 
living close to the main roads even 
more miserable than they are at 
present. The railways are a sen
sible alternative to living in one 
great big traffic jam.

B'TON COMMUNITY ARTS 
WORKSHOP Dance on Mondays 
Juniors 6.3O“7*3O> Seniors
7.30- 9.30 at Carlton Hill 
Sohool. Drama, mime and 
musio on Wednesdays, 
Juniors 6.30-7.30, Seniors
7.30- 9.30. Call 691318 
for details.

•GINGERBREAD Self-help
and pressure group for
one-parent families; 774087

•WORKING ASSOC OF MOTF 
£li<a Kinsella 55134. 
Baby setting, creche, eto-.

iwrrr

•FRIENDS CENTRE Meeting 
plaoe with educational 
classes; 16 Ship St, B'ton. 
27835.

•WE WANT THE WEST PIER 
CAMPAIGN John Lloyd, 5 
Belle Vue Gdns, B'ton. 
28578.

•A.3. NULL TRUST For 
Alternative eteeati
prejeots 691712.

And what, I hear you ory, was 
the subjeot of this question? Well, 
folks, sorry to disappoint you; it 
wasn't about housing the homeless, 
or about reducing defenoe expenditure, 
or even about increasing the tax on 
alcohol. He wanted to know what the 
Government was doing to improve 
relations with Ian Smith.

We just thought you'd like to know.

•CONFERENCE OF SOCIALIST 
ECONOMISTS Keith Smith, 
10 Warleigh Rd, B'ton.

U=1

WORK HAZARDS GROUP. 
Information and resources 
(including Hazards Bulletin) 
on health and safety at work. 
68 Compton Rd. Brighton.

•CAMPAldN AGAINST A 
CRIMINAL TRESPASS LAW 
e/o 7 Victoria Rd, B'ton. 
Watch for developments, 
especially meetings.

—

WORKERS’ MUSIC ASSOCIATION 
Meeting at Friends' Centre, 
Ship St. on 21 st May 7.45 
•Music and Song in Political 
Struggle." An illustrated 
talk.

•RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN 
Organising trade unionists 
and the unemployed to fight 
for the Right to Work;
19 Elm Grove, B’ton. 
Me 3 sage s 720891•

sCj

Increased fares are just another 
manifestation of the short-sighted 
cuts in Government expenditure, that 
we’ve all been experiencing. The 
commuters' fight is, therefore, the 
fight of the unemployed, the poor, 
the homeless, the students, etc. 
Unfortunately the Brighton Line 
Commuters Association doesn't see 
it that way. By concentrating on 
their grievance and not relating it 
to the wider fight against the cuts, 
by thinking solely of their own 
pockets and not offering support to 
those fighting other, battles, the 
members of the Association reveal 
themselves as little more than a 
self-interested middle class 
pressure group.

•SOCIETY FOR ANGLO- 
CHINESE UNDERSTANDING 
Daniele Furci, 12 Berkeley
Row, Lewes. Lewes 2412

Reproduction of BRIGHTON 
VOICE articles, in whole or in 
part, is weloomed, as a contrib
ution to the spreading of inform
ation and development of public 
debate but all rights are reserved 
with respeot to the publication 
as a whole. No part of this or 
any other* publication by Pendkam 
Ltd mAy be microfilmed without the 
prior permission of the oopytflght 
owner.
Printed and Published by Pendkam 
Ltd, 7, Vioteria Rd Brighten.

'ANTI-APARTHEID GRO» 
wntaet Bigfe •/•
(algW, 104 Qwevns Rt, l*ton

•SOCIALIST ENVIRONMENT & 
RESOURCES ASSOC 236 The 
Wrekin, Lindfield, Hayw
ards Heath; Lindfield 3760.

•RIGHT TO READ 
Mrs Prior 29801 •

vice offered by BR- but there 
can't be many mad enough to want 
to spend 1^-2 hours in a cramped 
coach twice a day when they could 
be going by train. And even if 
the Association finds its hoped 
for 500 or so masochists, and gets 
a licence to run a coach service, 
the exercise will be self-defeating. 
British Rail will lose yet more 
revenue which will give it an ex
cuse to increase fares yet again 
and to make further inroads into 
an already heavily pruned time
table.

Footnote: The noticeboard in the 
ticket office at Brighton station 
which used to tell us how many 
trains arrived on time, has 
mysteriously dissappeared. Pres
umably the truth just got to be 
too painful.

•B'TON TRADES St LABOUR 
CLUB leeting plaee for 
•irmde mdonists; 16 Lews 
El. 61101.

•TRANSPORT 2000 Kevin 
McNulty, 75 Upper Lewes Rd.

•ERITAIM/&DR SOCIETY 
Facts info <m East
Germany^ 686259.

•B'TON & HOVE TRADES 
COUNCIL Co-ordinating 
group-of local trade unions 
affiliated to TUC; Keith • 
Orange 688777 *

TTC LABOUR HISTORY 
xaOJECT and LABOUR HISTORY 
PRESS 179 Lewes Rd, B'ton.

•B'TON HOSTEL Soup-run
10.00-11.00 daily under 
the arohes; meals 12.0G-

Sundays. Need clothes, 
food, Helpl 686320; 1Q5 
Islingword Rd, B'ton.

I 
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•CAMPAIGN FOR HOMOSEXUAL 
EQUALITY Details of regular 
meetings from 202930 8.00-
10.00pm daily. Ais© CHE 
Women's Group.

•WOMEN'S CENTRE Open
10.00-1.00 Mon-Fri and
6.30-8.30 Weds eves at 
Resources Centre, Presbyt
erian Churoh Hall, North 
Rd. Tel 27612.

1
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•NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR 
CIVIL LIBERTIES (Sussex 
Group) 689385 or write 0/0 
Publio House, 21 Little 
Preston St, B'ton,

PAPERS
•BRIGHTON FIGHTS BACK 
Communist Party of Britain 
(Marxist-Leninist) pamphlet 
on the cuts. 10p from 37 
Gloucester Rd, B'ton.

2H

J


	DSC_0153
	DSC_0154
	DSC_0155
	DSC_0156
	DSC_0157
	DSC_0158



