
,lWS

E1 No 41

OCT-NOV 77Bv-linesConference
KIDS ANDt 6
PARENTS

INCENTIVE REVOLT
biscuit throm in as a sweetener).

to finish Marina?i • •

has

6

cr:

a]

••»

ALLOTMENTS TO LET contents• -•

I

G>^

6 6 for 12 issues.£2.

04
h

s > INFO
win

*« *

>

• •

J

I

I
r
4

Non-Un ionised ?

r* 2 
*

i ral 2
vhat

Inflation has hit the Labour 
Party itself. When they were last 
here cost of the frings meetings 
were free. This year the average 
charge is JOp, and some go up to 
a pound (with a cup of tea and a
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A sign has been put up on the 
Wilson Avenue allotment site 
advertising plots to let. We 
suggest that all of you who 
had given up hope of ever getting 
an allotment apply NOW to the 
Parks and Gardens Dept. We don't 
want them to start; s'.ait saying 
that demand for plots has dried up.
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One of the major causes of 
behind-the-scenes anger at the Lab­
our conference is the number of 
resolutions not allowed by the 
Arrangements Committee to be dis­
cussed, mostly under the rule that 
prevents discussion of any one topic 
more then once in 3 years,no matter 
how urgent. When it comes to bureau­
crats there is no bureaucrat like the 
Labour bureaucrat.

o no; er.

f It says something about the Labour 
Party that it gave new converts Peter
Hain and his buddy such a very anti­
pathetic reception when they appeared 
on a Labour fringe meeting platform 
on Workers’Control. Hain in his turn 
seemed deperately embarrassed about 
the whole business - like a curate 
who had wandered into a brothel by 
mi stake.

Marina strike
National front special 
Womena/Rights centres.
Council housing.
Quintin Barry interview. 
Reviews.
Preston Circus. 
Creed sellout.
Conference by-lines.
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The machine at Transport House 
taken an extraordinarily hard 

line on tickets and stalls this 
year. Rumour has it that they were 
encouraged in this by the Sussex 
nolice and 'Security' Roberts,in 
hese bailiwick the Centre is. No

stalls at al] h^ve been allowed 
inside the Centre,except for that 
gre-test non-seller of the 70s,the 
official 'Labour Weekly'. And they 
prefer to have banks of visitors 
seats empty rather than let the 
public in to see the performing 
politicians.

Negotiations on behalf of the 250 
construction workers employed on 
the Marina site continue. The 
mployers,Taylor Woodrow,however, 

don't seem too keen on bringing 
them to a speedy conclusion. In 
May the management imposed an 
incentive/bonus scheme,without the 
consent of the workers, which resulted 
in some cases in men taking home 
£26.00 a week LESS than before the 
scheme was introduced. This issue is 
still outstanding and the men are 
demanding improvements in the 
payments under the scheme. Despite 
provocations against, the picket 
line,de spite extra payments of £4 
to those who didn't at first come 
out on strike and despite manage­
ment intransigence,the men and their 
stewards are fighting on for a 
successful conclusion to the dis-

(CONTD. ON PAGE THREE)

The Liberals could be mistaken for 
a Local Government Party. The most 
effective presence at their confer­
ence was Cllr.Grieves and his Assoc- 
‘ tion of Liberal Councillors,and 
thev had lots of ideas and literst- 
ure on ho- to w elections. Sonetimes 

it was on their basically 
politics' that David 
ed Theobald in St.Nicholas

Minutes before going to press 
we received a copy of a letter add­
ressed to Andrew Bowden,Tory M.P. 
for1 Kemptown . It 'reveals' that 
the National Front have a*secret 
printing press' at 27a Sutherland 
Road which produces 'anti-Jewish 
tracts' saying that 'Hitler was a 
good man and did not kill the Jews'. 
The lady who wrote the letter hopes 
that Bowdon 'will do something about 
thorn' bocnujjo the tracts are 'a <Un- 
granc to this country and this town'.

Whocv r this 'patriot' In (she's 
a Tory voter too,aho nays) w< 
.•insure1 her that people are already 
very eoneriTiod about the NF. Wo
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It is astonishing,and a good 
comment on our political machinery, 
that neither the Liberals nor the 
Labour party discussed unemployment 
meaningfully. The Liberals decided 
by 17 votes to avoid the topic alto­
gether, and Labour had a very low-key 
lor' t-rock-the- oat discussion. Ever, 
the Socialist Workers Party'3 Right 
to Work demonstrators outside the hall 
.■.ore pale imitations compared to the 
numb-. i-3 md hassles outside the T.U.C 
at the Dome last year. Everyone seems 
to hav< accepted 1i? million out of
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There are a large number of 
non-unionised workplaces in I
Brighton and there is a need for I 
strong trade union action around 
the issue. In response to this 
need Brighton Trades Council 
have set up a special sub­
committee to organise support 
for those workers who wish to 
form unions in their workplaces. 
The sub-committee aims to work 
v/ith Brighton Work Hazards Group 
who have been active around the 
issue this summer. The next issue 
of the Voice will carry a spe 
feature on the conditions in
some of Brighton's non-unionised 
sweat-shops.
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On Tuesday,October 4th,in 
pouring rain and a biting wind, 
about 70 adults and children 
protested at Pelham House,Lewes, 
against the possibility that 
ALL nursery education in Brighton 
may be stopped by September 1°7S. 
This proposal,which is one of 
many education cuts before the 
East Sussex County Council, may 
never be carried out, but the 
protesting parents,teachers 
and children got nothing from 
the Committee they were lobby­
ing, except an outrageous den­
unciation of the protest by 
Tory Cllr.Burton who pretended 
that the parents and kids were 
'politically motivated' 11

And so the cut is still on 
the Council agenda and will be 
discussed by the full Council 
on October 25• The angry and 
alarmed parents, who had 
collected well over 2,000 
signatures against the cut, in 
only a few days, will now be 
staging a massive protest in 
Lewes on that day. This is a 
priority for everyone.
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were painfully der.- 
Clement Freud called, 

-_ueral shyness, the 
-ell of real power at 
j • fie lor.> ant factor in 

s ’one, and seemed,in 
wa;,, to set the tone of 
. Liberals attract all 
a the political spectrum 

r to them for that) 
there seemed to be 
er. The party w s 

now it felt

; usual conference- 
Tribune Group ’Ary- 

on was ever, worse. 
In lots of quest’cns,but 

never r< - a single one out 1 The 
e g boy3 or. the platform merely 
spoke to a topic,which got the audi­
ence pretty angry. Curious how 
frightened politicians are of the 
direct encounter' with the real world 
outside the smoke-filled ro'-r s.
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ourselves carry a two-page article 
on their racist base in this issue, 
(see pp.4-5.) But we didn’t know 
where their press actually was. Now 
wo do know -30 does Bowden,theArgus 
and several other papers,all listed 
at the top of her letter.
It may not be news to sonic of them 
but the letter Is right in calling 
Tor action against. I.he NF publicat­
ions. What are they going Io do 
about It ?
An For ?/a Sutherland Rd,we
I I. on I , and sure enough t he
there belongs to I.he Hancocks, 
ml I I t int NF members who own the 
Held. Iborp. Hotel. No surprise I lier<

How very appropriate arc the 
seating 'jrrangemcrit..: for Labour in 
the Brigr.'.or Centre. Solidly filling 
the centre of the h.ll sit the Trade 
Ur.5one w'th their blcck vote;.,whilst 
arour.d the fringes of the- floor are 
scattcrc ‘ the const-1
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AND THERE’S MONEY TO BE MADE OUT OF RACIALISM,PLENTY OF MONEY.IT CCMF.S 
FROM SOUTH AFRICA AND WHITE RHODESIA AND FRCM ALL LEFT-OVER SUPPORTERS 
OF NAZISM AND FASCISM IN EUROPE ANT AMERICA.

in 
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fund a printing press on one of 
their properties which churns out 
most of the NF propaganda for the 
South East, tracts and pamphlets 
which should rightly be prosecuted 
under the Race Relations Act.

But it’s the money behind it 
all which needs the attention of the 
press,the government and the public 
prosecutor. How much of it comes from 
sanction breaking,financial fiddles 
and straight exploitation of black 
workers ?? We haven’t the figures, 
but it's time someone had, not least 
because ALL THAT MONEY IS DEDICATED 
TO STIRRING RACIAL HATRED IN DIRECT 
DEFIANCE OF THE RACE RELATIONS ACT 
AND BASIC HUMAN VALUES. THE RACIAL 
CRIMES OF THE NF MUST BE STOPPi

I ____ _

Back in Brighton the issue is now 
clear. The reason why the NF is 
strongest in the South-East,where 
there are very few immigrants out­
side London, is that it thrives on 
a cbmbination of embittered fanatics 
and wealthy contacts with White racis 
regimes in Africa. The South African 
Connection. The Rhodesian connection 
(bypassing sanctions). The Fascist 
connection. The Nazi connection. If 
you’ve got any of these connections 
and you think the Tory party is not 
doing enough to protect your prej­
udices and your money, you join the 
NF or help it financially.

Then move along the coast in either 
direction. WORTHING first. Here 
Oliver C.Gilbert, Charlwood Lodge, , 
Lansdowne Rd,Worthing, is the 
receiver and distributor of all NF 
literature and organiser of NF 
infiltration into ’respectable’ Z 
Worthing society. His father was < 
one of Mosley’s henchmen, and he 
himself started as a brownshirt in 
the 30s. He now advertises Vodka 
for the illustrated magazines and is 
very wealthy. His tactics have found 
a ready audience in Worthing's Tory 
strongholds,even if he has been den­
ounced by official Tory spokesmen. 
First of all it was the Worthing and 
Sussex debating societies that he took 
over, then he infiltrated the local 
bridge clubs and even the British 
Legion. A typical night at a bridge 
club would be one at which the players 
would pause half way through their 
games to listen to an NF speech, 
would nod their heads in agreement, 
contribute to the funds and go on 
with their game. It has been sugg­
ested by one political authority in 
Worthing that if the NF could field 
a sympathetic character at the gener­
al election he or she might easily

THE LAW: Under section 70 
cf the Race Relations Act 1976, 
it is an offence to publish or 
listribute any written matter 
likely to stir up racial hatred. 
WHY then haven't the Brighton 
police taken action against the 
NF press in the town ?

As for the streets our slogan 
now as in the 1930s :-

I

(contd.from p.4.)
who have never met a black in 
their lives,except as servants 
in Rhodesia, but who hate them as 
if they have done them some person­
al harm. Such is the frenzy and 
irrationality of racialism. 
And where would the powerful 
accountants firm of Spofforth in 
Richmond Rd. be in all this ? 
Masses of money there, and 
plenty of dealings with the NF. 
Well worth a call if you’ve got 
shares in apartheid.

HI BRIGHTON the NF has been around 
as long as anywhere,but we have no 
Intention of giving its history, 
except in one respect - to point out 
that its pioneers, James Doyle, 
Douglas Gordon White and Colonel 
E.F.Welch along with the Hancock 
family, were all basically 
racialists before they started add­
ing fancy political theories to their 
doctrine of hate. Their first mov­
ement was the Racial Preservation 
Society (RFS) and preservation

<[•
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.. And if you want to visit the home 
of white racism , South Africa 
itself, there’s the 1820 Settlers’ 
Association of South Africa,
10 First Avenue,Worthing. Cheap 
flights available to see the next 
wave of police brutality against 
unarmed,black kids. And what comes 
back on the specially chartered 
planes. Just souvenirs ? Ring
Worthing 205685 to find out.

• . ' ll;i

Go East and in Hastings you’ll 
find H.E.H.Gabriel 
who has organised cricket tours 
to South Africa and is an NF 
stalwart, while the racialist 
movement hypocritically called 
something like Campaign for 
Freedom in Sport has one of its 
main headquarters in Eastbourne. 
Contact the NF there and you will 
find Albert Elder who is also in 
the antique trade - this time in 
rare books. First editions fetch 
a lot of money and in some circles 
they would doubtless pay a lot for 
a rare edition of Mein Kampf (with 
or without the author’s dedication).

,? TOC MUCH ATTENTION IS PAID TC THE NATIONAL FRONT - OF THE WRONG SORT. 
Academics and journalists write an account of the NF’s activities and call
it an anti-fascist stand, when all it does is to make the NF into an
interesting political phenomenon and give it free publicity. They constant­
ly remind the British liberal that the NF is a legal party and that it has
a right to be heard, an$ then they quickly add ’Of course we're not in
favour of its policies.
Well - let academics and high class journalists sit or their own barbed­
wire fences. THE FACT THAT THEY WON’T ADMIT IS THAT THE NATIONAL FRONT 
IS BREAKING THE LAW EVERY DAY AN! IS THEREFORE A CRIMINAL AS WELL AS A 
FASCIST ORGANISATION. ANT THE CRIME IT COMMITS IS THE WORST CRIME IN 
MODERN HISTORY - RACIALISM. EMBITTERED, VENEM OUS, BRUTAL RACIALISM. It attacks 
all blacks,coloureds,Jews, mixed marriages and all organisations 
which believe in racial equality and freedom. Its aim is to poison the 
minds of people who have fallen on hard times or who are struggling in

*' ' I 
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seme way or other by telling them, a complete lie - that their hardship
due to inmigration. All their statistics are lies, but there’s just 

e ough people around who will believe anything to keep the party afloat.
in
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We hear that the paper seller in 
Churchill Square has been threatened 
by the NF and as a result has stop­
ped selling Socialist Worker,

X XXX 
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Brighton and E' st Sussex say they 
have no money to spend J Throughout 

er they have been wasting
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SELLING COUNCIL HOUSES 
MEANS:

I

Victory for inter-union solid­
arity at the University of 
Sussex. The University authorities 
have said they are not going ahead 
with the redundancies of estates 
and maintenance workers threatened 
earlier this summer. The fight now 
is to get these workers fully and 
democratically represented on the 
University bodies which control 
their jobs.

The continued expansion and the improvement of council 
housing is essential. It is the only means by which all 
working class families will get decent housing at a 
reasonable cost, and based on what they want and need 
and not on their ability to pay.

I
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Evening Argus middle management are 
shaking in their boots after the 
appointment of a Mr. Chadwick as 
general manager of S.P.C. Trans­
ferred from another section of West­
minster Press, he gained the nick­
mane "Chopper" for the way he 
streamlined the office staff - so 
S.F.C. executives are wondering who 
he will chop here.

Higher rents* longer waiting & transfer lists • increased 
public spending • less choice • reduced mobility • greater 
social division • creating council ghettos • loss of jobs in 

direct works____________________
the few wealthier tenants who buy do so at the expense 

of ALL tenants and those waiting for a council house.
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The key advantage of council housing is that all the costs 
of the land, building and maintaining all the houses is 
shared by all the tenants. Rents of olJer houses more than 
coventheir costs and this surplus is used to keep down the 
rents of more costly newer houses. Council housing is 
only paid for once and there are no private landlords 
extracting profits because of their control over this scarce 
resource.

Profit motive

2 IS
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the su
the ratepayers' money with ridiculous 
reorganisations of the traffic at 
Seven Dials and round the baok of 
Preston Circus. Was it needed ? No. 
Does it improve the traffic ? I.’o. 
H's it made it safer for pedestrians? 
No. Then what the hell is it for? 
Anything to divert money from housing 
and education.
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to the true effects of this policy. There is
-- ' » "mixed" community and that this will impj-ove the areas and’make
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Thr. Brighton Rights Centre has 
just moved into its new nremises in 
The Institute, Queens Square, keep­
ing the old telephone number:
Brighton 202492. The collective is 
confident that, having finally found 
a new horns, it will be able to con- 
inue and expand its activities in 

orirhton. The move follows along 
txle to retain its previous pre­
pos in Prince Albert Street. After 

■nse three and a half day rearing 
judge, while feeling that the 

noil’s actions were "deplorable", 
; obliged, in law, to order pos- 

Although the Centre has
.■ premises, it has still to raise 

costs of the case which amounted 
£550. An appeal has been started 
which the Trades Council and the 

sociation of Technical, Managerial 
□ Scientific Staff (ASTMS), as 

■11 as several individuals, have 
rneady contributed. Any contri- 

s .tions will, therefore, be more 
‘han gratefully received.

The Centre's immediate plans are 
to continue the pub’-’-
sessions at the sa . jre,
Thursday 12.30-2.- p.50-7.30.
The collective will also be involved 
in running a numter of welfare 
rights courses similar to that run 
last winter in the Resources Centre. 
Community groups that are interested 
in having a course mounted for their 
members should get in touch.
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Brighton Women's Centre has been 
based in the annexe of the Resource 
Centre for nearly a year now, though 
we are still looking for permanent 
premises of our own.

We are open from Monday to Friday 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and on 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from 
6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. During this 
time women can call in for pregnancy 
tests - which are done on the spot, 
confidentially, and with immediate 
results. While these are free, we 
appreciate donations as tests cost 
us about 50p each.

We also want to give help and 
support on other matters which con­
cern women - e.g. abortion, contra­
ception, legal rights, gay rights, 
welfare information, and advice for 
b&tteirt or raped women. Also if 
women want to call for a chat we 
will be pleased to see them.

The Women's Centre acts as a con­
tact point for other groups, e.g., 
Women's Liberation, Brighton Lesbian 
Group, Women Fight Rape Group, and 
others. We need a centre to co­
ordinate and communicate these act­
ivities, but we also think it is 
essential for women to have some­
where to go where -they can be sure 
of being only with women and where 
they will find female solidarity and 
sisterhoed.

Women can be isolated in the home 
and under pressure from advertisers' 
images of femininity and motherhood. 
By meeting with other women and 
talking about these feelings, women 
can begin to realise the pressures 
society puts on us to conform to 
unrealistic roles which suit soci­
ety's needs but not our own.
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This is in stork contrast to the private housing market in 
which housing is provided on the basis of the profit motive 
and allocated solely on the ability to pay. Owner- 
occupied houses, once built, continue to be sold at market 
prices in spite of the foct that their original cost will hove 
been at least partly paid by the previous owner.
Many houses are paid for several times over. The owner 

who sells makes a profit at the expense of the new occupier 
This keeps prices in the private market above the level 
that many people can afford. Such o system can never 
provide decent housing at reasonable cost for all working 
class families.

Asset stripping
There are now over 6 million council houses and flats In 
Britain which, despite many faults, are a major national 
asset. Attempti to sell off this asset are not new. The 
Conservatives first thought of it in the late 1920s within 
a few yean of the start of council housebuilding. They 
have taken every opportunity to try to sell off as many 
council houses as possible whenever they have been in 
power - 104,000 council houses were sold off in 1972 and 

'73 which Is more tLan the total number of new council 
houses built in Britain either In l97?,'73

Now a new campaign is under way at a time when - 
G Over HALF of the so-called 'priority areas* outside 

London, where new council housebuilding Is being 
concentrated as part of the Labour Government's 
spending cuts, are selling existing council houses, 
and building for sale.

9 there are over 1,100, OOC
lists in England alone
Conservative councils control 60% of all council 
houses in England and Wales.

Massive cuts
What is particularly important about the current campaig 
is that it comes at the same time, and is part of, the 
massive cutback in council housing by the Labour Govern­
ment :
♦ Rents up an average of t2.50 a week at current prices 

(1976) within the next two years - that's on top of 
recent increases.

♦ Money for repairs and improvements has been slashed
- the latter by over £250m.

♦ Current levels of council housebuilding hove been cut 
from 9,000 to 6,000 starts a month.

♦ Municipalisation of privately owned houses, usually 
tenanted properties, has been drastically curtailed.

♦ Standards of council houses are being reduced in 
many areas.

♦ New forms of tenure like equity sharing 
pushed.

♦ Land earmarked for council housing is being sold off 
for private housing and build-for-sale schemes are 
being expanded.

Brighton Council began selling off its houses in 1953, and a substantial number have been disposed of; 
since 1968 alone, nearly 500 properties have gone. These houses have been swallowed up by the private 
market and are lost to the community.

The Brighton housing waiting list now totals well over 1,
the three-year residence qualification) at a time when new building has virtually ceased.

Ho-’ have we allowed this to happen? How can we allow tt to go on? There has been little protest 
the years, due not only to the relative weakness of the left in the area, but also, perh-ps, to the 
widespread conf"sion oS to the true effects of this policy. There is an erroneous belief that selling off 
bits of the estates will somehow create .............. " - - —
up for the years of Council neglect.

This is in fact quite untrue,as any visitor to (for instance) Moulsecoomb can see for himself; this 
Voice Special, in conjunction with the Shelter Community Action Team, brings out the real implications 
of a sales policy, the real effects on the community, and particularly on its poorer and least powerful 
members. Make no mistake, council house sales are designed to emphasise the ghetto aspect of the estates; 
the better-off tenants in the better houses may benefit, but what is left will become a dustbin of 
poverty and deprivation for those unable to get out.

Ji
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196,166 Council and New Town houses were sold in England and
Wales between 1960-75 (includes nearly 23,000 built tor sale)
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Glasgow's Red Rood flats - this Is what ^ould 
be left after selling better houses.______
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Socialist housing policy 
needed
Clearly there is a need for a socialist housir^j policy. 
Council housing must be expanded to provide for general 
needs. Everyone has the right to a decent home at a reason­
able rent. Council housing must be improved, both in terms 
of it; planning and design ie. higher standards, more facilit­
ies, ond its management. Much greater freedom and control 
for tenants is feasible and necessary within a p^licly owned 
housing system. Many changes can be made NOW but the 
major changes can only be made when there is effective 
public control of all the banks and financial institutions 
and the construction ond building industry together with 
the nationalisation of all the land

I
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I’m alright Jack!
Some fomilies do wont to buy their council houses. They 
generally hove to work and save hard to do so. But they 
are attracted to owner-occupation mainly by the faults in 
council housing - the lock of choice over the kind of home 
ond location, the lock of freedom and control over the 
home itself, and not simply by the longer-term financial 
advantages owner-occupation could bring to them individ­
ually.
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But these ore problems which can and must be solved 
within council housing.

omI
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ng an 
to a worsening 

of the Kouslr*^"situation for their children wilt have
to seek thenowni accommodation before they will inherit" 

* ^z/se their parents own), frienJs onJ relatives anj oil 
other council tenants a nJ those soekTr^ and needing a 
council house.

Council houses and land earmarked for council housing 
must not be sold because :
1 it will mean that council housing will be pushed into a 
welfare role - a safety net only meant for the^very poor. 
The continued expansion of owner occupation will mean that 
nearly all families will be at the mercy of the private 
market - a system that thrives on scarcity and provides 
houses for profit, not when and where they are actually 
needed, 
^council housing e only systerr :h allocates housing 
based on people's needs and demands, and not solely on 
their ability to pay. The aim should be to provide enough 
council housing for everyone who wonts it, which will help 
to remove the restrictive criteria on which it is currently 
allocated.
3tenants associations and federations form an important 
port of the struggle to ger radical changes and gains for 
working class families. Tenants have taken oction not only 
to get decent housing but also more community facilities, 
better pvAlic transport and other services as wel as support­
ing trode unionists in their campaigns. The expansion of 
owner occupation means a move away from tenants organ­
isation and their ability to take oction.
4 to sell off council houses tc individuals or private organ­
isations for private profit threatens all the principles of 
public ownership and the struggle for a socialist society. 
Nearly all the attributes of owner occupation eg. greater 
security, more control over yo< own home, greater oppor­
tunity to have a house and garden, con be ohievod by 
reforms within council housing and a s*jles policy Is a 
denial of this fact.
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Achievements and 
problems
Some council housing is amongst the best-designed and 
most attractive housing in the country, with open space and 
community facilities. Many of the council houses built in 
the 1920s are still very popular with tenants - proving that 
it pays both soc ially and financially to design to high 
standords. Set against these achievements is the fact that 
some council housing has been badly designed and/or 
cheaply built, and these have become the 'problem' estates 
of today. Tenants ore still often treated as though they are 
the 'undeserving poor*.
But council housing will always be hamstrung while it has 
to operate alongside the private market. This is the reason 
for many of its problems ond inadequacies .
• Council housing has to compete for land in the highly 
profitable private land market.
• Money for council housing has to be borrowed on the 
private finance morket - on average, 62p out of every £1 
of rent you pay goes in interest payments to the financiers. 
•There is still profit to be mode from building council 
homing.
In addition, various governments since 1919, except for 
some brief periods (when it bos been expanded),have reduced 
the role of council housing from one of providing for general 
needs to one which provided only for rehousing from slum 
clearance areas. The money to manage and repair existing 
council housing has also been cut back.

Sharing the costs
The system of council housing is based on two important 
socialist principles -
♦ the pooling ond shoring of all the costs between all the 

tenants, and
♦ the building ond allocation of houses and flats based on 

the need for accommodation.
The pooling and sharing of costs means that new council 
houses con continually be added to the stock and older 
houses improved, and the rents of these houses kept to a 
much lower and more equitable level than they would 
otherwise be, (ond much lower than in the private market). 
While the rents of many older properties have in effect 
more than paid for these houses, tenants are paying for the 
use of their houses and for repairs, management and improve­
ments, and helping to keep down the rents of newer houses.

Failure of private 
market
Experience shows over ond over ogoin that the private 
market - even when it has been allowed an almost com­
pletely free hand - simply cannot provide decent houses 
for everyone. The cost of housing is high ond profits con 
only be made out of providing housing for richer people. 
And because private housing is shared out on rhe basis of 
profit, private enterprise will only provide houses while it 
is profitable to do so.

Isolation o£ the 
owner occupier
Owner occupation isolates the individual ond fragments 
working class interests. Owner occupiers do face some of 
the some problems os tenants - high interest rales, rising 
building costs, land speculation - all of which push up 
the cost of housing. However, the financial position of 
each owner varies so much that collective action is very 
difficult to organise. For example, there ha/e only been 
two recorded mortgage strikes in this country. 
The opposite is true for council tenants. They have a 
common interest and a common landlord and this has been 
the basis of many working clou gains in the post.
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Having explained the ideological and political reasons why council houses mus* not be sold we now 
want to examine the practical effects of sales. Those who odvocate sales generally put forward 
practical reasons such as reducing public spending, or improving 'social balance', and often state that 
sales don't have any adverse effect on rents, waiting and transfer lists etc.
In this section we examine all these issues and show that the sale of council houses and land WILL 
have an odverse effect on ALL these issues and will benefit only a few wealthier tenants. All 
remaining tenants and all those seeking a council house will have to wait longer and pay more for 
less choice and worse conditions.

The idea of achieving a 'better social mix* is Increasingly 
used to justify the sale of council houses. Free son, 
Minister of Housing, has talked of achieving "a better 
housing balance'*. New Town Developmert Corporations 
are concerned about it and most planning reports mention 
It as a 'problem'. A number of pointi need to be moder

But even if the waiting anchor transfer lists stand at £ this 
does NOT mean that sales should go ahead because: 

□ The sole of council houses by itself lengthens a 
waiting list
The demand for housing is closely related to the 
demand for labour, and local authorities have very 
limited control over the latter. They cannot accur­
ately predict what the waiting list and employment 
situation will be in , say, 5,10, or 15 years time: 
Coventry Council confidently predicted in June 1972 
that the waiting list would fall to 3750 by 1976. In 
foct, it has increased to 6,300.

Waiting lists are only one criterion - there are many 
other important foctors to consider, and these support 
the case against sales.
It is generally occepted that waiting lists underest- 
imate the demand for council housing since many 
families never put their names onto the list because 
they feel that they have no chance of getting a house.
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Those who advocate selling always claim that waiting and 
transfer lists and rehousing from clearance areas won't be 
affected because those who buy are sitting tenants and 
their houses wouldn't be available for re-letting anyway. 
However there are 3 reasons why sales will mean longer 
waiting and transfer lists:

1 Evidence from Birmingham shows that on average 4% 
of owners of 'council' houses sell their homes each year 
once the 5 year resale restriction ends. In other words the 
house is sold on the private market and it lost from the 
council's stock of houses available for renting.
So the council loses a large number of vacancies each year 
and over a period of 25 yean the vacancy loss will equal 
the number of properties sold. In Birmingham this means 
that because the council sold 10,000 council houses 
between 1966-72 then over a 25 year period 10, 
households seeking to rent from the local authority will be 
unable to do so.’ ’
Even if a council is building new council houses for rent 
the sale of council houses means that the council has less 
accommodation than it would otherwise hove. 
Consequently people living in clearance areas, individual 
unfit houses and those on the waiting list may well have to 
WAIT LONGER. Homeless families will have even less 
chance of getting a council house.

Less choice
2 Since it is the better council houses which are sold, 

then -

★ families with children in high rise flats
★ families who are overcrowded
★ those who need rehousing into houses for medical

reasons
★ the elderly wanting to move from high rise flats
★ those who prefer houses to flats

will have to WAIT LONGER on the transfer list because 
there will be fewer homes and more restricted choice of 
the kind of accommodation, its condition and location.

Councils oftm try to limit the number of houses sold in any 
one areo, eg Leicester allows up to 50% in 8 geographical 
areas of the city, in an attempt to limit the adverse effects 
on the waiting ond transfer lists. However this is a mean­
ingless sep because it is highly unlikely that the council 
could sei half of all Its houses and In any case eoch sale 
adversely affects the waiting and transfer lists.

Ability to pay
5 Selling off land, bulldlng-for-sale and equity sharing 

schemes also affect the waiting and transfer lists because 
the criterion used to allocate these houses is not the need 
for a home or a transfer, but is based solely on the ability 
to pay - a factor not even considered for application to 
the waiting list. This means that some people jump the 
queue of the expense of those who don't wont arxj/or can't 
afford to buy.
To make matters worse, those councils which are selling 
off and bullding-foc-sale are also those with massive 
waiting and transfer lists.
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Voice interview
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Quintin Barry to see what he had to 
for Kemptown.
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On the question of the National 
Front,you're in the law what would 
you advise the Home Secretary to 
io ?
A. I’m afraid I’m all for repression,

/ears to £1050 m. in 1975/76 and has risen faster than 
subsidies on council housing - up 233% in the same period).

BUT 00NT GO Off
WITH THE PENCIL.

When o council house is sold the Government stops paying 
subsidy on the house to the council. However all owner­
occupiers get tax relief on the mortgage interest and this 
is usually much larger than the subsidy, eg selling a pre­
war council house in Leicester would save £30 in sii>sidy 
but tax relief would be £212 in the first year (it later 
reduces) on a £5,500 mortgage with 11% interest rate. 
Newer houses have large subsidies but their market value 
is also higher which means a larger mortgage and 
increased tax relief.

that if it can't solve the unemploy­
ment problem then it has no chance 
at the elections,despite the econ­
omic recovery of the last 12 months. 
Q. Do you think the unemployment 
situation turns people to the extreme 
right, to the National Front ?
A. There will always be a fringe who 
go that way, but the vast majority 
will just not vote labour.And why 
should they if they see Labour act- 
aally presiding over the state of 
chronic unemployment.
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Buy 'The Great Sales Robbery 
published by Shelter Comm­
unity Action Team, 31, Clerk- 
enwell Close, London, E. C. 
Price: 6p. + 9p. pfcp.

INCREASES
PUBLIC 

SPENDING

This tax relief would also be renewed and increased 
time the house was sold while the siinidy to the loco 
authority on that house would cease once the loan was 
paid off. In the long term therefore, selling council 
houses means an increase in Government subsidies to 
housing without increasing the stock of dwellings.
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MOBILITY
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There is no magic proportion of tenants and owners 
with different jobs, incomes and bockgrounds which forms 
the right 'social mix'. It's nearly always used to get more 
middle class people into generally working class areas - 
rarely if ever the other way round.
• The Tories talk about social balance when owner 

occupiers ore involved, yet when the some people are 
council tenants in the same houses with the some income, 
they ore ’’featherbedded state scroungers"'.
® In many areas, e.g. Newcastle, Nottingham, councils 

ore trying hard to sell tenants those houses in private 
housing areas which councils ocquired on on individual 
basis or whole estates bought to bole out private builders. 
It seems that it's perfectly alright to have owner occupiers 
in the middle of council estates but not alright to hove 
council tenants amongst owner occupiers.
• Council housing has tenants with a wide range of jobs,
income, etc, and that's the way it should be. By offering 
some tenants the chance to be owner occupiers does 
nothing for 'social bolonce’ - it only changes the tenure 
of the house. Far from achieving 'balance', the sale of 
council hnuies w.il lead .n the longer term to greater, 
division because the better houses and estates will be___
c r ea med-off, leaving councils with the rest concentrated 
in inner areas.

'Social balance' is often used as a smokescreen in 
declining areas to cover up the foct thot people leave these 
areos become of the lock of jobs, poor services and 
facilities, etc, not becouse they cannot buy a house. 
(Private builders naturally agree with such arguments 
because they provide 'evidence' for the need for more 
private housing.)

It's quite clear that when the 'social balance' orgument is 
used it only shows that the advocates of soles ore 
desperately seeking justification for such policies - and 
showing the hypocrisy of their position.

2 10

The other thing I would want to 
say is that we must preserve the 
first schools in Kemptowr. and 
East central Brighton which are 
threatened. It is totally wrong 
tc start closing schools just 
because the birth rate has fallen. 
We have a marvellous chance of 
better education with smaller 
classes and we must take it. 
Q. What about housing ?
A. Yes,in Brighton it is possibly 
the most abominable reminder of 
our unequal society. The housing 
committee is full of people with 
the most offensive dogma, and we 
see their effect on the council 
housing provision in the town.
Q. How can you convince the local 
voters in Kemptowr. that it is 
the offensive dogma of the 
Housing committee and not the 
economic policy of the Labour 
government ?
A. I don’t know the answer. 
Government power oftens stops 
short of the town halls and yet 
it's the government that gets 
blamed for the decisions of* the 
local councillors. We just need 
better political education.

Io coincide with the Labour conference we went along to solicitor 
say as prospective Labour candidate

p-

Q. First question,Why on earth 
should anyone join the Labour Party? 
A. There hasn’t been much encour­
agement for people to join over the 
last few years due to the govern­
ment's very orthodox policy.But 
that said I believe that the only 
way to get a socialist society in 
this country is to have the Labour 
Party in power with a working maj­
ority. The record of Labour in 
power is not very good,but I still 
have hope and confidence.lt's the 
only way.

BUT, the labour MPs must carry 
out Conference decisions.The govern­
ment can’t go on ignoring them.
Q. What should the disillusioned do? 
A. They mustn’t opt out.
Q.Shouldn't the Labour party split ? 
A. No. There’s no future in that 
direction.

though I find that difficult to 
square that with what I feel about 
human freedom, but I think the 
National Front is abusing its 
freedom just as they did in the’ 
1930s. We had the Public urder 
Act then and we can act again now. 
Q. You mean ban the party or what? 
A. You can't ban the party,no.You 
can't ban a philosophy. But you 
can prevent it from provoking and 
carrying out violence. The machin­
ery exists.You don't need new leg­
islation. You can only get rid of 
the party by exposing the squalid 
ideas behind it.
Q. You don't think the right wing 
of the Labour Party would demand, 
as a quid pro quo, the banning 
of left-wing demonstrations ? 
A. No, I don't think they would 
be so silly.

yo?
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More political 
control
In the longer term, the Tories hope 
that the sale of council houses will_ 
enable them to continue down the 
rood to their 'property-owning 
democracy', it fulfills their political 
beliefs and satisfies the interests they 
represent. More importantly, it means 
thot more families have a financial 
stake in the capitalist system. "The 
point where more than half the houses 
in the country hod become owner 
occupied was a significant milestone 
because even a small stake in the 
country does affect political attitudes. 
The greater the proportion of owner 
occupation, the less likely were 
extreme measures to prevail." 
Norman Griggs, Secretary General 
of the Building Societies Association, 
May 1976.

Q> What do you have to say about 
unemployment ?

It’s the most fundamental ques- 
( on of today.Nothing else la as 
lmportunt. And J believe the gov­
ernment recognises this. It knows

Greater freedom NOW
Councils con decide NOW to give tenants -

► Security of tenure
► Freedom to carry out alterations and improvements to 

their homes with very few restrictions
► More control (and better allowances) for both internal 

and external decoration of their homes
► Greater freedom to corry out some minor repairs and 

maintenance based on a system of rent rebates. 
(Direct Works Depts, should be able to concentrate 
on expanding and improving council housing and 
carrying out major repairs and maintenance).

► More responsibility for their homes by getting rid of 
all the petty rules and restrictions.

Obviously not all tenants will want or be able to do their 
own decorating and repairs. Nor will all tenants want to 
make any alterations to their homes. The important thing 
is that tenants can if they want to, and have the same 
control over their homes os owner-occupiers enjoy. 
Tenants pay for repairs and maintenance in their rent and 
any shift in responsibility must not be o means for the 
council to off-load costs onto tenants.

So a council house or flat can be your HOME without 
having to buy it.

£

•• But whit If the Smiths 
at No 3 don't buy theirs «

Q. Coming down to the local 
3oene what would you say about 
Brighton if you were speaking at 
the Conference?
A.I couldn't resist the jibe 
that here is the Labour Party 
meeting in an enormously expensive 
place,not far from another vast 
expenditure (the Marina).Is this 
the way to improve the lives of 
people who have got very little ? 
The philosophy behind all invest­
ment,publio and private,is to 
put more money in the pookets of 
those who have already got plenty. 
I find this deeply depressing.

Q. What would you talk about at this 
Conference if you made a speeoh ?
A. I would talk about education. 
In the next 50 years it is going to 
need vigorous defence if it is not 
tc be badly weakened.lt's certainly 
going to be under attack. And yet 
it's needed more than ever. I still 
believe that it is largely through 
?ducation that people beoome more

< equal. In practical terms the first 
thing we must do is TO ABOLISH THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR. This would be an 
enormous step forward and give con­
fidence to those who believe in the 
social importance of education. 
Q. But what about the content of 
education ? Can't you miseducate 
people and make them submissive 
and so on ?
A. True, but I think teachers are 
wanting to move forward and to 
free the content more and more.If 
we oan launoh the offensive and 
drive Rhodes Boyson and his lot in­
to retreat then I think there's 
a lot of hope among teachers 
generally.

Council homing is constantly ottocked on the grounds 
thot it restricts tenonfs' obility to move from ploce to 
ploce. This 'concern' is not on expression of consider­
ation for the needs of individual families but with the 
need' to have o mobile labour force to respond to the 

needs of capitalists, i.e. move people to jobs rather than 
lobs to people.

Extra restrictions 
Evidence from the West Midlands shows that mobility 
amongst established households who are owner occupiers 
and council tenants is about the same - between 4% and 
5% move eoch year. However, those buying council 
houses at discount prices ore much less likely to move in 
the first 5 years becouse of the resole restrictions. 
Furthermore, equity-sharing schemes are likely to restrict 
mobility rather than increase it. With a partial share in 
the property, tenants may be stuck with an osset which they 
cannot sell, or cannot get o price which will permit them 
to buy elsewhere. They will also not be able to use 
•he council'* transfer scheme.

Greater mobility for council tenants can only be ochieved 
by providing more and better council houses and improving 
tire transfer scheme so thot tenants hove a greater choice 
when they wish to move. Selling off council houses 
con only DECREASE mobility and choice for tenants.

Weighing it up. there is even less to 
support the myth of parasitism The coun- 
cil houie in which I live was budt at a cost 
of £1.000 back in the early 1950s After 
20 yean of being a council tenant J must 
have paid £2.800 in rent and maybe more. 
Unless the capitalist system « more ei- 
tortionate than I think it is. that should 
have taken care of the interest, admini­
stration and maintenance charges So for 
the neat 20 yean, most of what I pay in 
rent should go to generate more council 
housing If I were conservative-minded I 
suppose I should be bitter and twisted about 
it and demand a reduction in rent But I 
can't work up any e&citemcnt about it 
either way h just seems to be normal to 
want other people to have the same decent

Nrw Statesman 17 S«otamb*r 1976

Q. As both a solicitor and a 
prospective Labour party can­
didate do you think you should 
represent employers against one of 
theii- employees, as you did when 
you represented the University 
recently ?
A. You have to accept that you 
live in a world in which such 
things as employers exist. As 
a member of a profession I have 
to deal with all sorts of diffei’ent 
institutions. I am,of course, 
representing the Bakera' Union in 
their local dispute with Clarks. 
Q. Anything to say about ycur 
opponent, Andrew Bowden?
A. Not really except to say that 
1 really objected to his foul- 
mouthed attack on the Friends 
Centre. It was totally unoalled 
for.
Q. What, about, causes given a lot 
of space in the Voice, squatting, 
CACTL and so on ?
A. I think,by and large,squatting 
has been a very useful movement. 
And I fully support CACTL.

2

The sale of council houses affects both council and govern- 
merit spending.

More tax relief
Government spendir^ will increase because the omount of 

going in tax relief ^nteretJ
already tooredTOWo in the lot five
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DEMOLITIONRacism in the Media and The Alternatives
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GATHERERS
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Why not use this pamphlet next time 
you read your Argus and see what you 
•some up with.

A factual and disturbing account of the growing threat to the 
Citizen's privacy from central and local Government, the police and 
security services, and in the sphere of health, education, 
employment and credit

op
Brighton.

They have got your life on tape - and on file Information about you is on 
records you probably don't know exist, stored away in computers and in 
manilia folders The information may be correct It may be wrong. You 
don't know In most cases, you can't find out or challenge it. And you do 
not even know who has access to your file and all the information in it.
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C/o public House Books
91 Little Preston 3t,

A call for the right of people to control information about 
themselves.
From the NCCL, 186 King s Cross Road, London, WC1X 9DE

It is also good for pointing out soire 
of the more subtle forms of racism. For 
instance, the press glamourised Robert 
Relf the fascist who refused to sell 
his house to a black person. It gives 
the National Front credibility by 
reporting what they do. It will need­
lessly harp on about the colour of I
someone’s skin when that bears no I
relation to the story. I

The booklet also makes the point that 
between anti-Semitic propaganda,
anti-Asian,anti-Union,anti-everything, 
only the names change; the story stayi 
the same.

In a npw report. Privacy ; The 
Information Gatherers, Patricia 
Hewitt, NCCL General Secretary, 
documents in almost frightening 
depth the scale upon which 
personal information is collected 
by and s<.unted between diverse 
state and private organisations 
in t-is country; and how easily 
damaging errors can creep in. 
T'.e report shows how far "The 
United Kingdom has fallen benind 
most Western countries in protect­
ing individual privacy".

rW

At points the pamphlet limps into 
hackneyed polemic but it is very 
sound in analysing biased language 
and biased selection of facts and 
sources. An eye-opener too is the 
information it gives about the shock­
ingly 3mall number of coloured 
journalists in this country and the 
race bias of newspapers* staff.

It finishes off with a li3t of ways 
to fight racialism within the 
organisations of the media and a list 
of dos and don’ts which are valuable 
to journalist and non-journalist 
alike.

I
TYPICAL DWELLINGS

SOUTH SIDE
VIADUCT RD. -BRIGHTON

’---I—

All along the south coast, at 
Portslade for example, the A27 has 
already been widened at the expense 
of local communities, while else­
where (e.g. , Worthing and Lancing), 
local groups continue to fight. 
Perhaps it is time such groups got 
together to fight something more 
than localised battles. But while 
Minisi ry/Department/County/Borough 
planners ’improve’ roads in a piece­
meal fashion, it is often difficult 
to grasp the overall implications.

£1m Deal

■ I

k'?ny journalists are prejudiced 
and many will go out of their way to 
sensationalise a race story because 
they believe that is what the majority 
cf readers want. But the leaflet is 
a bit too ’black and white.’ There 
are a few enlightened reporters and 
editors who honestly do not know 
what to do for the best. People who 
despise the National Front but know 
it will not go away if ore attacks 
it as attacking it gives it credib­
ility and publicity.
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What Preston Circus residents are 
saying is, if they lose for Viaduct. 
Road and New England Road, WATCH OUT 
UPPER LEWES ROAD AND OLD SHOREHAN! 
ROAD - YOU WILL RE NEXT.'

Racism in the newspapers and on TV has been growing at a disturbing rate.
Irresponsible and discriminatory reporting played a major part in the 
race troubles of last summer. It was the worst trouble in Britain for
manj years and resulted in four murders and countless physical attacks.
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Examples of the audacity of 

the information gatherers abound. 
For example, tnere is the case of 
the Midland Bank and the Public 
House Bookshop, in which the bank 
sent a member of its staff to 
investigate the political nature 
of the Public House Bookshop and 
its customers.(see Voice 34 Dec 76) 
Another more recent example is 
toe wiy in w ich the D.H.S.S. in 
Eastbourne asked all it's counter 
staff to let their managers know 
details of all social relationships 

claimants at that office.

The fight is tough indeed. Not 
only do the planners vork in secret, 
but financial deals are involved. 
British Rail are offering £1 million 
to the East Sussex County Council 
for the Preston-Circus road improve­
ments - an incentive (difficult to 
refuse) for county planners to 
approve British Rail plans for the 
Brighton Station site. Already the 
Chief Planner, Mr Andrew Thorbum, 
has shown his sympathies, suggesting 
that, in order to make the building 
of yet more offices on the site an 
attractive idea, existing unused 
office space in the town should be 
converted to homesl.’

The County Council are determine 
to bulldoze through a four-lane 
highway, even though it will split 
Brighton in half.
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centre which would be a drain on the 
rates like the King Alfred; light 
industry is needed in the town, but 
it would generate too much traffic 
at the Circus. These facilities 
would be better located on the out­
skirts of Brighton, near the housing 
estates which lack adequate shops, 
entertainment and certainly employ­
ment.

The residents' own plans for the 
site are for mostly low and medium 
cost housing, 2 and 3 storey ter­
races in squares. As for much of 
Brighton's centre, there would be no 
garages, and restricted residents- 
only on-street parking. Better use 
should be made of, say, the York 
Hill car-park, at present grossly 
under-patronised. The housing 
should be of mixed ownership - some 
first-time buyers, some ronted from 
the Council, some for senior citi­
zens, some for single people, etc. 
A small community centre/health 
centre should also be included.
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The booklet which is priced 35p and 
contains 40 pages is written mostly 
by journalists with the journalist 
in mind. But it is a useful handbook 
for anybody who wants to see hov. the 
press works in covering certain 
"news" stories.

In their pamphlet "In Black and White­
racist reporting and how to fight it" 
Campaign Against Racism in the Media 
(CARK) relates some of the worst 
excesses of last year from Powell 
through the Malawi Asian refugees to 
Robert Relf.

The plans would not only benefit 
the Borough Council by cutting the 
housing waiting list and bringing in 
revenue in rent and rates, but could 
also be made acceptable to British 
Rail if the Councils backed them.

Above all, a housing-only scheme 
would generate such a minimal in­
crease in traffic (only 4.5% or 150 
movements at peak hours - figure 
from the County Engineer himself), 
there could hardly be reason to 
demolish 50 homes.

It is morally criminal that plan­
ners and councillors should even 
consider demolition. There are el­
derly residents who have lived in 
Viaduct Road virtually all their 
lives and, like many others, do not 
want to move. Moreover, some of the 
Viaduct Road houses have architect­
ural value, early Victorian (1840- 
50) in Regency style - the only 
examples in Brighton and possibly 
in the country.
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The campaign by residents in the 
Preston Circus area against the 
demolition of up to 50 homes in 
Viaduct and New England Roads con­
tinues to be vigorous. They have 
now finalised their criticisms of 
the plans so far released by British 
Rail consultants, Nathaniel Lich­
field, and their own set of pro­
posals for the Brighton Station 
site.

They say many of the items on the 
British Rail plans are unnecessary. 
Brighton certainly does not need 
100,000 sq.ft, more office space to 
add to the existing 264,000
which is unused; existing shops 
around the site should be sufficient 
(and a survey among local shop­
keepers showed they are against fur- 

ar competition from new shops of 
bourse); nor do we need yet another 
entertainment centre to rival the 
Top Rank Centre or the Brighton 
Conference Centre; and not a sports
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The residents' plans should be 
seriously considered by all inter­
ested parties and the Association is 
once again urging for representation 
in discussions.

But the residents are facing 
tough opposition. Preston Circus is 
the cross-roads of the two major 
routes in the town, the A23 to Lon­
don and tho A27 Honiton-Dover 
highway, and these 'road improve­
ment' schemes have been raised (and 
successfully fought) before. This 
time the Brighton Station site is 
being used as the oxcuso.

Celia Mather
Secretary
Preston Circus Association
39 Stanley Road
Brighton. Tel. 691771
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Do not think that just because 
YOU have nothing to hide that x 
privacy does not concern .you, tk^ 
errors that can so easily creep 
into a file that you may not even 
know exists may stop you getting 
a job, or a morgage, or credit. 
An erroneous entry in a memo may 
get you labled as a baby batterer, 
or anything.
Charter of Fair Information Practice 
which the NCCL beleives must be 
implemented in order to safeguard 
the individual's privacy. The 
charter stresses that there 
should be no personal data bank 
whose very existence is secret; 
individuals should have the right 
to see, chai enge and correct their 
own files, with only the minimum 
exceptions needed for police and 
national security files; there 
should be legal controls on methods 
of collecting information, for 
instance to prevent private agents 
from posing as government oflie 
information collected should be 
relevant and regularly updated; and 
information given for one purpose 
should not be used for another 
without the individuals consent.
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