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Midday lunches are now being 
served Man* - Fri. 12.JO - 2.00pm 
at the Resource Centre, North Rd. 
by Pulse, a vegetarian restaurant. 
All Welcome!

Benefit for the Resouroe Centre 
with JETSLAG on Sat 11 th Feb.9/»

SPACE
WORKSHOP. £ share in oasa- 

,-jent workroom.£3 pw. 
C/o Brig ton Voice.

TO ALL EX PSYCHIATRIC PATIENTS 
AND EX PRISONERS 

^aMARITANj,
,/, WORTHING 2055i.Campaign Against Regent Hill
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Look in the Voice for details 
of further action. A second 
meeting will be held towards the 
end of February.

Following a meeting in a 
house in Upper North Street 
attended by more than 7® local 
people, a campaign has been 
launched to fight the proposed 
car parx development behind 
Woolworths. Councillor John 
Smith has agreed to act as 
president; Press Officer is 
Mary Gregory, 97 Upper North 
Street, secretary Camilla Dinkel 
14 Victoria Road.

> ---

'As Time Goes By' ; A play which 
focuses on the lives of a few 
gay men in three specifio 
periods in history to tell a 
true story which no hiatoiy 
book records. Wednesday Fob 
8th. Union Hall Air St. 7.J0pm. 
80p (students etc, 60p )•

Brighton Voice will now be preparing a regular page in each 
issue advertising public meetings and events covering a wide 
range of political, social and cultural activities. This will 
be designed to supplement the 'Voice's' Information Page and 

will not generally include those regular events advertised 
in the Information Page. If you would like an event to be 
advertised in this page please send full details to: 
Brighton Voice, c/o 7 Victoria Rd, Brighton. 

POLITICAL
Demonstration against the 
development of the nuclear 
power industry at Windscale 
on March 19th in London. 
For further details, contact 
Helen Mcllory, 22 Over St. 
Phone 694425.

COMEDf
Brighton Friends of the Earth 
present our old friend Andrew 
Bowden M.P. at The Eagle on 
Friday 10th Feb. 8pm. We have 
been informed that he will be 
trying to talk about environmental 
issues and the nuclear expansion 
programme! Should be good for a
laugh.
SOCIAL

GENERAL
Motor Bike Maintenance Classes. 
Every Tuesday 7pm - 9pm. at the 
Resource Centre, North Rd. 
Phone 67141. FREE.
Silk Screen Printin 
( Basic Techniques
Monday at the Resource Centre. 
£5 for 4 weeks. 6 pm - 10 pm.

..I, Intelligen. 
. Interviews arranw

□ I clientele.
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CRIMINON
is at the moment researching 
into the problems which occur 
in our prisons and we ask 
anyone, who has been in prison 
to come forward and tell their 

story.
All information will be treated 
with the strictest confidence

Contact: Mr Lynas-Jones, 
14 Mannings Close, Pound 

. Hill, Crawley
Phone: Pound Hill 2331 

’ between 6.30 p.m and 10
p.m.
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Council seats threatened
Top Tories are at each other’s 

throats (votes?) in a panic strick- 
• effort to save their council 

seats.When the Boundary Commission 
held its public enquiry in Brighton 
recently we were treated to the 
delightful spectacle of leading 
Tories squabbling over a small chunk 
of Seven Dials.

At stake were the council seats 
cf George Burl on (chairman of Educat
ion), Alfred Feld (mayor elect) and 
Mrs Drake (chairman of Highways). 
Tories from Montpelier,led by Burl on, 
are concerned that their new Seven 
Dials Wal'd will fall to Labour,while 
in Regency (Feld and Drake) it is 
the Liberals who threaten. 

In dispute is an area (so the 
Tories believe) of potential Tory 
st rength around Clifton Hill.Both 
Tory groups want it and so determ
ined are they to hang on to their 
seats that for once even the Tories 
couldn’t keep their aplils quiet - 
although the Argus and Gazette did 
their best to help.

Tne above advertisements 
appear regularly in the Evening 
Argus. Both Criminon and the 
Citizens commission on Human 
Rights are run by the Church \ 
of Scientology so be forewarned 
before contacting them.

N.B. neither PROP the 
National Prisoners Movement nor 
R.AP (Radical Alternatives to 
Prison) will have anything to do 
with either of these organisations. 
YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED.ncpuceo

THE MASONS
????• • • •

When Brian Fitch published his 
dossier on the mishandling of con
tracts by Brighton Council he 
certainly ruffled a few feathers.

The Tories reacted with a 
defensive venom sufficient to con
vince any who thought that it was 
all merely harmless mistakes that 
there really was something to hide. 

Meanwhile the Labour group 
appeared somewhat daunted by the 
fury that Brian Fitch had provoked 
and seemed not to know where to put 
■themselves. Eventually they found 
a suitable fence. In the Council 
Chamber they meekly supported the 
Tories in clearing the council of 
’maladministration' and in condemn 
ing the actions of'a certain council 
or’within the standing orders'. A 
clear swipe at Fitch, and yet even 
he put his hand up for it when it 
came to the vote. 

Undoubtedly the Labour group 
should have pressed home their 
advantage. Clearly when a company 
is not asked to submit a tender 
because it allegedly carried out 
sub-standard work on a previous 
project, and it turns out that they 
were not even involved in that 
project something is seriously amiss. 

Could it be that since both 
leading Tory and Labour councillors 
belong to the same, exclusive lodge 
of the Freemasons that they arranged 
a cover-up beforehand?

These exclusive lodges are 
rumored to be rife in Brighton. 
There is the 'Marina' lodge, for 
councillors, contractors etc with a 
special interest in the Marina. 
There is the’Police'lodge for all 
officers of the rank of inspector an 
and above; or so the stories go.

After the 'death threat' story 
of an argument between Labour 
Councillors Fitch and Forrester and 
Tory C'llr Feld, the officers tff 
the Labour Group got together and 
issued an unprecedented condemnation 
of ‘heir colleagues, without any ref
erence to any Labour party body. Is 
it a coincidence that two of the 
four officer/, er# in the sane 'counc 
'council' lodge as C'llr. Feld and 
a third had just applied for rrerrber- 

(he ras vnfortunatly turned 
f \

SUSPENDED...
but the cuts go on.

Four local Family Planning Clinics 
were granted a stay of execution fo- 
-llowing a lobby of the Area Health 
Authority by 200 people, and a pet- 
-ition with 16,000 signatures.

The AHA decided to defer a 
decision until March when it will 
know the size of it's allocation, 
in any case, the cut is reduced from 
£50,000 to 15,000, shared with the 
Cervical Cytology servioe.

Plans to restrict use of the 
£1^m EMI Scannsr were similarly def- 
-erred. Cuts in intensive care, staff 
replacements and community services 
have been dropped.

Instead, 61 beds at Brighton 
General and 22 at the New Sussex will 
be cut when the Royal Sussex opens. 
There is also a £100,000 package of 
cuts - lined up for the future.

(HEALTH SERVICE BLEEDS.See p.10)

HUMAN
RIGHTS

The Citizens* Commission on 
Human Rights is now asking 
for any person who has had 
ECT, peycho-surgary or 
treatment under psychiatric 
care to present their story. 
All information will be treated in 

the strictest confidence 
Contact CCHR Chairman

Saint Hill Manor
East Grinstead
West Sussex

Telephone 27039 
(F '
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Are Brighton’s)HUMANTHE COMMUNITYACTORS STAIR ARTS
BRIGHTON ACTORS WORKSHOP.

WORKSHOP
CM

c/o

- This article was sent to us by a Brighton school teacher -B.A.W.
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more likely
more adult

Signs of inteleger.t life have 
also been observed recently at the 
Brighton Community arts workshop. 
This group has recently been awarded 
a £6000 grant from the Arts Council 
to promote public participation in 
drama and music.
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And I’m forth best
Said the black woman 
To the brown man by her side
Stand down about twelve inches 
For I too must have pride

See Info-page for address and 
telephone no. of Women’s Centre.

rov o

I am the best
Said the white worker
To the woman at his side
Stand down about twelve inches 
So the world can see my pride.

■W

The
a year

who argue for free schools,
- by those who want a comprehensive 
system going right through to 
higher education, -by anyone with 
anything to say. We thank the 
local teacher for this contribution 
and we welcome all others.

the debate about Brighton’s schools 
opened up in this article. There is 
plenty more to be said - by those 
who see our present education as 
merely producing a docile and sub
missive labour force, - by those who 
have hard evidence of the class basis 
of selection at 16 in Brighton’s so- 
called comprehen"ive system, -by those

So far its principal focus has 
been the weekly gatherings (thursdays 
8.30) in the* Queens Head pub, Steine 
Street. These usually comprise 
performances of mime, sketches, 
short plays and music, often with 
considerable audience involvement.a. oo 

M

To many supporters of comprehensive 
education it may seem reactionary to 
express these doubts and to enquiro 
about standards. BUT IS IT ? Haven’t 
all children the right to the very 
highest standards that education oan
provide ? If so,then is Brighton’s 
particular version of comprehensive
education providing children with the 
very best ? The faot is that many
people most cloself involved in 
Brighton’s sohools are asking JUST
THAT QUESTION. And as they do so 
they are wondering whether their long 
fight for oomprehensives in Brighton 
has not ended in a rather unsatisfact
ory compromise.
Perhaps we were too easily persuaded
of the benefits of Brighton's scheme
four years ago. We shall not make the 
same mistake again. The opportunities
for smaller olasses must not be missed |therefore wo want to meet and work 

with women outside the movement.

I

And up that stair
And up and up
With elegance and grace
Stepped a multi-coloured capitalist 
A smile upon his face
And up and up and up he stepped 
With heavy, heavy tread
Until he reached the very top, 
And stood
On the white worker’s head.

Bert Ward.

AT it

The group hopes to secure a 
building in the near future, which 
will provide a base for further 
activities. These will be product
ions of mime, music, plays and more, 
which will be staged at various 
ver.ues around Brighton.

CM

and we must make sure that the Local 
Education Authority does increase its 
expenditure after these damaging years 
of cuts and inadequate provision.

■ In the next issue we shall continue 
I

11111

Did you know that excellent 
lunch time theatre can be seen 
every day in Brighton ? If not, 
then you do now. The Brighton 
Actors Workshop performs in the 
Marlborcugh. Hotel, Princes St 
(Opposite the Pavillion) at 1.15 
every weekday.

)j----
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organisation was founded 
ago by Bernard Gallagher, 

Sylvia Vickers and Frank Moorey 
(who appeared recently in ’Waiting 
for Godot’ at the Gardner Centre). 
Most of the company are experienced 
professionals,so productions are 
of a high standard and well worth a 
visit.

x X

And so it went
In a steady grade
Ever downwards
Shade by shade
Until there was a human stair
For those with eyes to see it there.

Bernard Glazier, the only paid 
member of the group, said that he 
hoped this would provide a platform 
for anyone who wanted to have a , 
and put something on. Rehersals _ 
usually held on Wednesdays in the 
Resource Centre, North Road, for an 
anyone interested.

• So what is Women's Liberation? 
Are "women's libbers" the load of 
hysterical man-hating, bra-burners 
that the middle page feature in the 
Sun or the odd column in the ARGUS 
lead us to believe? ’

No, we are a group of women who 
have come to realize that to be a 
woman is still to be a 2nd class 
citizen. Having arrived at this re
alization we , on the one hand are 
campaigning to change the legal sta
tus of women, but more fundamentally, 
to change society’s, and our own att
itude to ourselves as women.

This is why Womens Liberation is 
accused of doing nothing, of being a 
therapeutic talk-shop. This misses 
the point; it reflects an attitude to 
political activity which is author
itarian and heirarchical, and which 
is the very thing we are trying to 
move away from. Womens Liberation is 
not some kind of association with 
committees and officers, there is no 
formal structure, we work very hard 
at getting everyone to participate, 
to take responsibility and to share 
knowledge.

Hl
mu "if 1111':;; I,.
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ional Annual Conferences;
1) Equal pay for Equal Work.
2) Equal opportunities and equal ed
ucation.
3 ) Free contraception and abortion 
on demand.
4) Free community controlled child 
care.
5) Legal and financial independence.
6) An end to discrimination against 
lesbians and the right to our own 
self defined sexuality.

While society pays lip-service 
to the notion of equality through the 
introduction of legislation such as 
'The Sex Discrimination and Equal Pay 
Acts' what happens in practice is 
often a complete contradiction to 
this.

11 ll

would be better able to
Mi idle Schools would be provided with the resources and specialist*staff

. nr
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is a loose organisation, 
drawing on about fifty people living 
in -Brighton who produce short plays 
which generally run for two weeks. 
As well as for acting ar.d directing 
local taler.t is often used in 
writing the scripts.

ARE THE 8 year olds significantly I 
more literate and numerate ? I
ARE THE Midile Schools really able I 
to provide the kind of education I
that 11-12 year olds need, given I
that,in many cases, the specialist 
staff have not been forthcoming ? 
ARE THERE as many children as possible 
going on to Sixth Form Colleges ? 
There is growing evidence that a num
ber of them,particularly from working 
class homes, are deterred,not encour
aged,by having to make a break at 16
and move into the unfamiliar surround- la book for Virago on the subject.

There are several women's self
help health groups and a self defenoe 
group. Out of a day conference on 
women and fascism,an ongoing group 
has formed, and there is also a 
'Women Fight Rape' group. There are 
study groups on a revolutionary theory 
of womens liberation, and women are 
exploring the relationships between 
feminism and socialism. Our theory is 
continually developing through 
working and talking together. The 
women's centre functions as an 
information service and a link-up 
for various campaigns. It has a new 
book-room where pamphlets on feminism 
and on facilities for women are 
available. It also operates a preg
nancy testing service. There is also 
going to be an information and advice 
stall every Saturday at Queen's Square. 

We feel there is always a danger 
of the movement becoming insular and

At
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Although there is a common com
mitment to women's liberation the 
main work of the movement is oarrled 
on in small groups which form around 
particular issues,

A woman and science group is 
exploring various ways in whioh 
women have been mystified and 
oppressed by science, and aro writing 

(Contd. of>po* ife )

Now,four year later,nobody seriously 
concerned with education in Brighton 
could possibly want to put the clock 
back to 1973.The schools and staffs 
have done a magnificent job,often in 
difficult circumstances.
But we are concerned to go forward 
and improve th*e system we have,and to 
do this we must voice certain doubts 
and questions about the way in which 
the system is working.We do this,not 
because we have any doubts about the 
principle of non-selective,comprehen* 
siv^ education,but because we are

.ed about the particular version 
of It we have in Brighton.

U///

A fundamental part of the move
ment is the concept of Consciousness 
Raising, women meet together in small 
groups over a period of time. Shared 
experience is to us consciousness 
raising, it 3hows us that our problems 
are not individual ones, to feel guil
ty about, but are results of the sys
tem in which we live. For example a 
woman who feels inadequate because 
she is shy and unable to speak at 
meetings eventually realizes that she 
is not the only woman who feels like 
this and can begin to see why she 
feels this way.

The experience of sharing is in 
itself political, because we are all 
brought up to compete with each other 
rather than to co-operate. 

Moreover the support gained 
through working together enables wo
men to be more effective in their 
campaigns.Traditionally women have 
been isolated in the home.Invol
vement in community and political 
issues is new to most women.

The Womens Liberation Movement 
has 6 demands formulated at the Nat-

schools upto 
standard ?

IM / IlflUI

The first thing to say is that the 
extra resources necessary to make the 
system work have not been provided, 
or if they have,they have not been 
spread very equally. We need more 
teachers,a reduoation of class sizes, 
more remedial provision at all levels, 
a substantial programme of rebuilding 
and remodelling sohools for their new 
purposes. In particular we need more 
and better equipment and more special
ist teachers for subjects such as 
scienoe and languages to cope with 
the needs of the 12 year olds at the 
top of the Middle Schools.
In the absence of these vital provis
ions,we huve to ask whether the 
promises made at the time of reorgan
isation are being fulfilled.

I'm second best said the white woman 
To the black man
By her side
Stand down about twelve inches
For women too have pride.
I'm third best
Said the black man
To the woman at his side
Stand down about twelve inches
At least I have some pride.

Z

..

FOUR YEARS AGO BRIGHTON SCHOOLS WERE REORGANISED into a comprehensive 
system.In place of the old primary and secondary schools with selection 
at 11, four layers of schools were provided from age U to age 18/19. 
First Schools for ages 4-8, Middle Schools for ages 8-12,High Schools 
for 12-16 and finally Sixth Form Colleges for 16-18/19.
The new system was introduced with assurances that it was to everyone's 
advantage.Ir. particular it was argued that individual children would 
< * itly benefit from a longer period in the First and Middle Schools. 
Children in the First Schools would gain from an extra year and move to 
their Middle Schools more literate and numerate.
The extra year at the top of the Middle Schools would mean that children

- -- C0Pe with the demands of secondary schooling,and

to teach these children up to 12.
At secondary level, it was pointed out, 16 year-olds would be l 
to want to stay on at school if they were able to move into the 
atmosphere of .a Sixth Form College.
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to MICHAEL ELBRO,The VOICE talks Brighton’s Housing Managernew
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Mis successor, MICHAEL ELBRO - a quiet spoken Midlander, took over 
at the beginning of last month. Elbro, although spending some time in 
Birmingham, has come to Brighton from Ashford in Kent, where he was the 
housing manager.

•MJ

"I -

Loot 
\ 18

There was no doubt that May was outspoken, he upset members of the 
Council on more than one occasion, but he will also be remembered 
for his lack of concern for some very important aspects of the town's 
housing problem.

ID
CM

Housing is perhaps the most 
fundamental part of people's 
lives; should therefore the Council 
consult the community when planning 
housing for the future?

Hp felt unable at this stage, to talk about housing matters specific to 
Brighton, but was happy to talk at length about his general views on, 
and attitudes towards the housing question. T7e welcome this opportunity 
to talk to a new voice in these matters.

It is the elderly, although I apprec
iate the wage-earner's problem too, 
that are often in private accommodation 
around the town who are most vunerable 
to exploitation from the private market. 
Their only course of action is to turn 
to the Local Authority and expect some 
help from them.”

"When we are talking about land 
outside, we are talking about 
Brighton's long-term needs. In 
the short-term,vacant sites obvi
ously need to be built on, and I 
think the will of the Council here 
is that they should. But, the 
Government are holding back on all 
the cash that we want. That'3 not 
to say that Brighton hasn't come 
out comparitively well on its 
Housing Investment Programme All
ocation.Brighton has had the larg
est allocation in the south-east."

Do you think that the restrict
ive nature of the waiting list, 
such as the requirement of being 
three years resident in the town, 
masks the real size of the problem?

)

-1

Finally, do you see the position 
of a housing manager as a difficult 
one. being between the Councellors 
and the public and not being able 
to satisfy either?

Are you in favour of the sale of
Council houses?

It appears that the existing Council 
housing is severely limited in the 
'types' of people that can be housed. 
Would you agree?

We began by asking him if there were any problems he felt an immediate 
need to tackle:

nil mi hi: i

If there's a demand for owner-oooup- 
ation, then perhaps the sale of Coun
cil houses isn't a bad thing, looked

Is this because of Brighton being a 
depressed area, bearing in mind such 
things as the high levels of rents 
and house prices? Do you feel that 
the rich'seaside resort - confer
ence centre' image, tends to over
shadow the real problems?

"This is one of the major problems. 
When property is brought back into 
use, can people afford to live in it 
when the wages are below the national 

■average? Simply because of the short
age of land, the pressure from all 
sides is enormous. When the demand 
exceeds the supply the prices go up. 
That's a problem - especially for the 
poorer element who are in poor accom
modation now, who have no opportunity 
of moving out and getting that renov
ated, There's no inducement to move 
beoause there's no alternative avail
able.

to transmit those decisions baok to 
the tenants, even though they may be 
unpalatable, and that way I think we 
measure, as housing managers, whether 
we are successful or are failures."

I

I am concerned with housing other 
than Council housing, where I am 
interested in trying to get more 
money injected than we've got at 
the moment. Because of cutbacks we 
have to find money from other areas, 
since the money is no longer freely 
available from central Government. I 
am concerned for the private areas 
in town, not only those of historical 
interest, into which money is no 
longer being injected. These proper
ties are important for the future, 
because all the time we're not doing 
anything then they are deteriorating. 
Property in Brighton is a scarce comm
odity, and we can't afford on the one 
hand to say, 'Good gracious, there's 
no room to build in Brighton', while 
we sit around and watch property slowly 
deteriorate to a point where people 
can't live in them. So, that's one of 
the first areas I shall be exploring, 
probably with the Building Societies 
to some extent, as to what their att
itudes are to this problem; and to try 
and get some committment from them to 
get their money into a market where 
previously they've been a little’relu
ctant to do so."

(

THE SUDDEN DEATH LAST YEAR OF BRIGHTON'S HOUSING MANAGER WALLY MAY, 
CAME AS A SHOCK TO MANY CONCERNED WITH HOUSING.

Mr.May was looking for land outside 
Brighton on which to build, but this 
seemed to ignore the potential of the 
empty properties and demolished areas 
in central Brighton. Do you see these 
as important in helping to solve the 
housing problem?

"Definitely. We've just been talking 
of the problems of the elderly, and 
where if that kind of provision is 
left for the private market it will 
not come to Brighton as quickly, or 
as much as we need. So, it becomes 
a social need, and that's where you 
turn back to the Council. But I 
think the Council have got to say 
that they don't want to eni up, in 
present day thinking anyway, as 
'the houser in the last resort', 
so that we get all the social prob
lems. We need a mix, otherwise 
slowly through no positive policy 
we create - alright, ghettos - it's 
a horrible word. That's what we

foie® ’

would tend to do if we were to 
only house the poor, the sick, 
the lame, the elderly. People 
quite capable of providing 
their homes by other means still 
want to live in Council houses. 
They're important for upgrading 
estates. So, there's a real need 
for smaller accomodation, I think 
that's the point all over the 
country."

n
77

One group who have contributed 
most vocally to the housing 
question are the squatters. Do 
you think they have any contrib
ution to make here?

CO

1

at from the tenure point of view. 
Having said that, one has to look 
very carefully at; what you're sell
ing, what you do with the money 
you’ve got from the sales, and 
what the problems are likely to 
be for the people that are left to 
fut the housing bill. Money recei
ved from the sale of existing old 
Council housing goes half way to 
providing a new unit of accommodat
ion, but that sale has two effects. 
Firstly, the replacement costs are 
very high and secondly, the loss 
of revenue has to be shared out. 
Both these costs have to be met by 
the remaining tenants. It is not a 
good principle unless alternative 
ways of financing housing can be 
found."

"Yes, it's certainly the logical 
thing to do. The point about a home 
being fundamental is very important, 
we tend to overlook it. We can't go 
along bewailing the problems both 
on housing generally and 
generally in society, if we're not 
providing the fundamentals which 
affect it so much. On the other hand, 
people must not look in the future 
to Council housing as being a cheap 
form of accomodation. From the 
Government's Green Paper, there are 
indications that they feel that 
people, if we're saying it's a 
fundamental, have got to be 
prepared to recognise that some 
of one's income has got to go 
into this fundamental piece of 
equipment for life."

"You're right it's ’piggy in the 
middle', but that's not necessarily 
a bad thing. Managers are in the 
difficult position of resolving 
polioy decisions that are made, to 
the people who live in the houses, 
and who don't necessarily accept 
these decisions. It is an entirely 
representative role. My job is to 
tell the members of the Council 
what the tenants are thinking. Any 
debate on the housing situation, 
for my part has to involve a cont
ribution from the squatters that 
you mentioned and those that are 
homeless, and Shelter etc., even 
though politically they're an 
anathema. I don't have to make those 
decisions, thank Godl, but I have
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Looking at the Council estates,do you 
consider them to be well-planned, good 
housing, that you would be happy to 
put people in?
"It depends where you talk about; 
South Moulsecoomb is a good example 
of a well-planned Council estate with 
wide greens, and since the modernisat
ion programme there has improved the 
majority - I appreciate not all the 
properties there - I think the people 
are happier there than they were. Tne 
area has not deteriorated to the ext
ent that I as an outsider feel that 
North Moulsecoomb has, and is deter
iorating, both from the environmental 
point of view, and for the people who 
live there. There are the problems of 
the heating and the poor roof quality, 
which they are expected to pay getting 
on for modern rents for. I need to 
give the problem more study. I am sure 
the problems of the estates are worse 
than I have seen from a superficial 
point of view."

"Certainly they've got a valuable 
contribution to make. They're 
obviously people that are normally 
in acute housing need; I don't 
think people squat for the hell of 
it. They've probably got better 
first-hand experience than the 
people housing managers generally 
oome across. I think that squatting 
is a sympton of the problem, it's 
not a problem in itself, it is only 
so because of the laws of our land. 
As squatting becomes more vociferous 
then we need to sit up and think that 
there's a lot wrong with the housing 
situation as it is. In Birmingham, 
squatting was brought about by genuin
ely homeless people, occupying small 
town-centre properties that had been 
empty for some time and were in that 
sense a definite indication of the 
homelessness problem. I'm obviously 
not in a positibn to comment as yet on 
the Brighton situation."

d
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"It's very difficult to properly 
assess the housing needs in 
Brighton with the kinds of rest
rictions we've got on the wait
ing list. It is understandable 
that we should give priority to 
local people, but whether it is 
helpful to the needs of Brighton 
in the long term is another matter, 

ou can't expand job3 in Brighton 
to taokle the unemployment problem 
and yet not provide homes. You'll 
expect to bring people in from 
outside to support local people 
for employment, and yet say that 
sre're not going to provide housing 
for them. I don't think you can do 
that; it's got to be a comprehen
sive polioy. So, the restrictions, 
although understandable, are not 
helpful when planning for the 
future."
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&

• PASS

‘ Hooligan’ Whitehouse Defines • • •Maryin
Of The Tupperware PartyJesus

RIGHTS
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'CIVIL LIBERTY, the N.C.C.L. guide 
to your rights(Penguin Books £1.75

This guide is indespensible to 
even the most law abiding of citizens 
and everybody should have one to hand.

The majority of the hundred or so 
people who turned up listened atten
tively while the speeches were made, 
applauded politely at the end and 
left, apparently satisfied with the 
proceedings. Those of us who went 
expecting the committee to initiate 
some sort of active campaign were 
disappointed.
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Want to stop us having fun. 
Say there's hard work to be done. 
Want to make us slave all day. 
So the boss can get more pay

What is Mary Whitehouse Cooking? 
Reading porn when no-one's looking. 
Always sniffing under beds
For porn and punks and gays and reds

In a shock-horror-probe reminisc
ent of Noddy in Toylani at its best, 
the Brighton & Hove Gazette has at 
last revealed all about the Voice.

A half-page scoop in December 
splashed Bowden's attempt to 
suppress us little more than a year 
after the whole issue had been 
censored out of existence by the 
Argus. The Collective gasped 
collectively at each golden word, 
every scintillating misquote. 
The final verdict: do people really 
get paid for writing stuff like that? 

I In future, we'll settle for a 
mention when they pinch our stories

r' •_ 
IM

CABL (Secretary Bill McIlroy) is 
at 32, Over St., Brighton. Pnone 
696425. there ia a newsletter.

Mary Whitehouse and her crew, 
AN true British, all True Blue, 
Want the Festival of Blight, 
To come and spy on folk at night

The only suggestion made from the 
platform was that we write to any 
Lords we may happen to know, urg
ing them to support the Bill for 
the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws 
which Ted Willis is to present. 
News of the forthcoming demonstr
ation had to come from a speaker 
from the audience.

V/e would like to see badges, stickers 
and posters about, people handing 
out leaflets, more publicity for 
demonstrations, more public meetings, 
pickets of courts, illegal poems 
read out at meetings, and links 
with other organisations ................
HOW ABOUT IT CABL?

We would like to see a campaign 
which would concentrate as much 
on the public as on Westminster. We 
would like to see the issue broaden
ed to include a discussion of censo
rship generally, the repression of 
gays and women and the intrusion of 
the State into our lives. It should 
be stressed that the issue is not 
primarily a legal or moral one.

"The most effective way to extend 
free speech in such matters is not 
to ask for it but to take it."

DEMONSTRATION in London , aat 11th 
Feb (2 days before the Gay News 
Appeal case), coaches leave the 
Palace Peir at 9.30 am. £1.90 in 
advance. Contact Bill McIlroy,CABL.

Another member of the audience 
suggested that James Kirxup's 
offending poem be read out at the 
meeting. This met with little enth
usiasm, prompted in part by the 
news that there were Police in the 
room. Francis Bennion, who eventu
ally did read sections from the 
poem, protested that as a lawyer 
it would be unfitting for him to 
break the law and that in any case 
he would be embarrassed to read 
the rude bits out in public.

Nicolas Walter's booklet 'Blasphemy 
in Britain', giving a history 
of the laws and details of the 
'Gay News* trial, is available 
(price 25p) from Solstice, public 
House, Sunrise Restaurant.’

From The Free Press
Colin Colebrook, the ex-Daily 
Express editor, said that ten people 
would be employed under the Job 
Creation Scheme. (Manchester Mole 
Express)

Burnley: Advice from the Housing 
Dept, about how to deal with con
densation: open the windows. We 
can't wait to hear what they suggest 
about draughts...(Burnley Voice)

Bristol: Thirty-five TGWU members 
occupied the factory of Coates 
Fencing Ltd. during a strike for 
union recognition. The firm agreed 
to grant sole negotiating rights to 
the GMWU, which had no members 
employed at the factory(1) After 
nearly three months, the firm caved 
in and the union is now claiming 
back pay for the strike period, a 
wage rise in line with average pay 
for the industry and improved 
safety, canteen and toilet facilities. 
(Bristol Voice)

GAZETTE PROBES 
VOICE

There are 29 sections covering 
everything from motoring to sex, 
from work to race, from birth to 
death, including sections on how 
the law varies in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland and the function 
of the European Convention on human 
rights. It has an appendix on the 
Criminal Law Act 1977 which is now 
being implemented .

f • • I

• CONTROL WHAT PEOPLE WATCH ON TV
• CONTROL WHAT PEOPLE READ IN THE 
PAPERS
• STOP ALL SEX OUTSIDE MARRIAGE
• MAKE ABORTION ILLEGAL

LAWS AGAINST HOMOSEXUALS,

I 
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Francis Bennion, barrister, Defense 
if Literature and the Arts Society: 
"This antique law is an unwarranted 
interference with free speech and 
communications."
"The way to deal with the matter 
is to promote a Parliamentary Bill 
to change the law so as to make 
blasphemous speeches, publications 
and performances no longer criminal.

JR
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The new edition of 'Civil 
Liberty', published this week,is 
greatly expanded. It contains over 
600 pagps of info on rights with 
respect to the government, law, 
health and education services, local 
authorities etc.
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Michael Mason, News Editor of 
'Gay News’ evoked an image of , 
Mrs Whitehouse leaping crash barr
iers to put the boot into rivals 
who insulted her team and said, 
"if only she had the good manners 
and self-restraint of the average 
soccer hooligan."
"The Authorised Version of Christ 
that emerged from the Old Bailey 
was the well-behaved Jesus of the 
Tupperz/are party, promising to save 
his flock from nothing more serious 
than income tax.

EDITED HIGHLIGHTS OF 
SUNDAY’S SPEECHES

The Committee Against Blasphemy Law 
(CABL) held its first public meet
ing at the Marlborough Hotel on 
Sunday Jan. 22nd. It went off with 
all the energy of a damp match.

■—-■

EITHER :
Write to DB Charnock, County 

Engineer, demanding he exerts his 
discretionary powers, at :-

East Sussex County Council, 
Phoenix Causway, LEWES, 
('phone Lewes 07916. 

OR :
Write to Mrs Pat Drake, 

ohairperson of the county highways 
Committee at :- 11 Hazeldene Meads 
BRIGHTON ('phone B'ton 503977). 
She and one other Brighton Coun - 
oillor on the Highways Committee 
oould between themselves form an 
urgenoy sub-committee and get the 
orders published.
WE'VE GOT THIS FAR,DON'T LET BAST 
SUSSEX THINK WE WILL LET THEM PUT 
OFF MAKING A DECISION IN THE HOPE 
THAT WE WILL FORGET.

The speeches were excellent in 
their way, particularly that of 
Nicolas Walter who offered a very 
perceptive analysis of the case. 
The disappointment lay in the lack 
of any ongoing public campaign.
CABL, like countless other pressure 
groups, relies on lobbying tactics 
by which it hopes to achieve partic
ular ends - Legal Amendments. It has 
mustered an impressive array of cel- 
ebreties, including film stars, 
writers and theologians who support 
the aims of the committee, but so far 
little seems to have been made of 
the muscle.

Nicolas Walter, Editor of 'New 
Humanist’ : "This case belongs to 
a long history of attempts to 
suppress free speech about things 
the Establishment is frightened."

On January 5th Brighton 
Council voted by 27 votes to 
seventeen to scrap the one-way 
element of the Seven Dials scheme 
due to the great pressure ex
erted by local inhabitants who 
insisted on expressing their dis
approval of the scheme, and mak
ing the authorities listen, in
stead of meekly accepting what 
the Council tells us we want . 
The Borough Secretary has now in
formed the County requesting that 
they adopt the Borough Council's 
recommendations.

BUT East Sussex County Coun
cil do not meet until April 6th 
having cancelled a meeting for 

February 23rd and traffic orders 
have to be published for 3 weeks 
as part of the process of remov
ing the one-way scheme. The 
County Engineer has stated that 
the traffic orders will not be 
published now, so the County Hi
ghways Committee will not be able 
to review them, and letters or any 
other form of public response on 
publication. Hence there will be 
even more delay as they will have 
to be published after April 6th, 
if the County Highways committee 
adopt Brighton's recommendations 
without further discussion. 

Delay is the Council's main 
weapon, it acts like a blight on 
people's enthusiasm and their 
memory as to how the old system 
compared favourably with the new. 
So what can all the hundreds who 
joined the campaign do?

Wakefield: Worst excuse of the 
year (so far) award goes to WPC 
Jayne Allen, who was recently fined 
£75 for possessing cannabis. She 
claimed she had found it after a 
lecture given to police officers by 
a Detective Inspector. He had brought 
a small amount to show to trainee 
officers and Ms. Allen said she 
forgot to hand it in after the 
lecture. (Leeds Other Paper) 

Batley: Terry Gallogly worked for 
Aronstaad Ltd., making garden furn
iture, for six months on a pre
release scheme for prisoners. He was 
returned to prison without notice 
one night after organising 90% of 
the 180 workers into the A.U.E.W. 

Leeds Industrial Tribunal later 
ruled that he had been unfairly 
dismissed for trade union activities 
and ordered his reinstatement. 
Aronstead did not question the 
unfair dismissal ruling, but appealed 
against the reinstatement. "We would 
rather close the place down than 
^ave him back" were the words of the 

anagement.
The Employment Appeals Tribunal 

rejected the appeal and the firm 
have been refused leave to take the 
matter any higher. (Leeds O.P.) 

London: Good news for council 
tenants in Tower Hamlets. The 
Council has achieved a 50% increase 
in housebuilding: in 1976 it was 37 
and in 1977,'56......... (Peoples News
Service)

West Germany: The following 
quote comes from an "analysis of 
terrorism" by the Youth Section of 
the Christian Democratic Party: "If 
you give minors more rights than 
they can actually oope with, then 
you shouldnt be surprised if they 
slide into the terrorist scene. You 
even promote this by giving them 
grants and thereby supplying them 
with the financial means to leave 
their parents and live in doubtful 
communes...(Peoples News Service) 

Bristol: Children demonstrated 
< .gainst the use of a local school 

for a National Front meeting, after 
Education Dept, officials refused 
to meet a group of black and white 
parents.

Half the children in one school 
were kept at home for a day in 
protest and there were empty desks 
all over Bristol.(Peoples News 
Service)

Manchester: Thousands of pounds 
of Government oash is funding a new 
"youth" paper in Manchester.The 
paper, called "Buzz", will be given 
out free at youth olubs and oentres. 
The first issue oarried a punk
bashing "shock survey";sample quote: 
"I don't like punk musio or dress. 
They cause trouble by picking fights 

•with us army lads."
By issue No. 3, Buzz was advert

ising the army and the Young 
Conservatives; in faot it is on 
display at Army Recruitment Offioe.i.
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