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WOMEN’S LIBERATION

BRIGHTON & HOVE WOMEN'S LIBERATION General Meeting - Resource Centre,Monday
9 October. (Meetings are held every three weeks or Monday evenings) The
meeting will begin at 8pm, but could new women first come to the Women's
Centre at 7pm. This is pari of the Resource Centre building - walk round

this to a door rightat the back. Wemen will be there to welcome you and to
talk about the general meeting.
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2 Derek Beiley (Guiilar Solo) Public
House Bcookshop,2]1 Little Preston

WCMEN & WOMEN'S LIEFRATION - A course designed for women, given by women
St. 8.30pm. 80p (€O0p wageless)

;from the Brighton & Hove Wemen's Liberation Grcup. The course is organised

by the Workers' Educational Asscciation. No special quelifications are 5 Feminist Improvising Group (see

;n?eded - Jjust come along to the first night. ~ FIG) Brighton Poly,Grend Perede,

First meeting: Wednesday 4 October at the Resource Centre,North Rd,7.30- 8.30pm,

Igpm. The course runs for 10 weeks and may be extended after Christmas if 10 'A Vicleat Death' by Theatre of

enough people want that. Atrceity.Brighten Poly,Grend
The.course fee is £5.50, If you are an OAP,have been unemployed for a Perade, 8,30pm.

10ng.t1me,or pave.other.reasons for Wapting a reduction, ask at the next 23 Brighton Show,Pavilion Theatre,

meeting., Applications will be trezted in confidence. " New Rcad 7 Ac’m Alsoc on 24 & 25
If 'you need a babysitier or more information about the ccurse, ccntact # kil g Ball

the WEA Tutor-Organiser, Stirling Smith, 211 Queen's Park Rcad, 68065L., NOVEMBER

—— -

THIS ISSUE OF BRIGHTON VOICE MAKES NO APOLOGY TO SECRECY FOR REVEALING THE

BUCANEEE Merine Perede
Tue: Taverrers
Thu: Sharafisa

SFRINGFIELD nr Lcondon RA Station
Feclk Club Fridays and Sundays

AFRO CLUB Concorde Rest. Madeire Drive

Every Tuescay and Friday.
(Mums and Deds night on Sunday)

NORTHEEN London Rceoad

Fri
Sat} Woodbine

Sun
BASEMENT Grend Parede

Friday Night Club

Details of more events frcm Poly
Students Union.

NEW REGENT West Street
Thu: Reggee
Resident grcup Rift and disco
alternate during week,

SKAN
Bcps at Resource Centre on Set 7/
and 21 October.

PIPS WINE BAR
Thures: Jubilee Jezz Band

RI1CHMOND Grend Pearede
Thu: Punk
Fri: Ballrcom

HAND IN HAND
Urprer St James Street
Tue Folk night

HANBURY ARMS,Paston Place
Mor.: Student Discc.
Wed: Dymples Gay Disco,9-12.
Thu: New season of jazz.

Fri: Golden Oldies in 2 wks time,
Yooy " ‘W'—\""ﬁ".\"‘."%. “y. Wy

BRIGHTON & HOVE TRADES COUNCIL

President of Connolly Association to
address October Council Meeting

WOMEMN'S SELF-DEFENCE

EXERCISE & ESSENTIN. TECHNIQUES

WEDNESDAYS 6-7 pm . Resounces Geviire,
YEL: 60714 ] North Road Brighion:

16 Silicon Chips,King William 1V
Rcom,Royal Pevilion.Sponsered by
Brighton ASTMS & TASS. Srezkers
inclucCe Tim Webb ASTMS,Ian
Benson TASS.

WEHATS

WHATYS GoIiNG oN IN YOUR.
AREA? WHY NOT LET OTHER
PEOPLE IN BRI\GHTON KNOW
AROUT T THROUGH THE PAGES
OF THE VOICE®?
ALL CISTINGS oF EVENTS,
ENTERTRINMENTS ETC, ARE
FREE. IT wWwouD RE GREAT IF
WE coulD EXPAND THIS PAGE
AND MAKE (T MORE COMPREH-
ENSIVE - RUT TWAT OEPENDS oN
You SENPQING STUFAF IN.

PLEASE POST IN TIME
FOR THE DEARDLINE TO:

-y %n&v&(m Vmw On,
i b%éor Novenrber isue
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6The FEMINIST IMPROVISING GROUP consists of a nucleus of eight women
musicians. We began working together over the last year, determined to fight
the lack of opportunity for, and achievement of women, in imprcvisation. We
are interested in contacting more women who would like to work in this field
and expending the grcup into a loose network whereby women performers can
et together for gigs on a one-cff or more permanent besis.

[ We apologize for the I

incorrect inf¢c ccncerring
the ANT1 FASCIST FESTIVAL,
printed in last months
VCICE,The correct info is
as below,

ANTI FASCIST FESTIVAL
sussex university 7 Oct;7-30-(2

' Mary events,including
Grunwick Film,Punk rock,
Wocacraft Folk, Food,

| Drinks,

Brightcn and Hove
Committee Against
Fascism, l

Tickets £1.00
| (Pensioners(& students 5Qp)

NNl "SNP\ NN N N\ P o N\ N N

Monthly free news-paper publicisgg
the news of Sussex enviroment any
resources groups .is being launched,
It will consist meinly of 'whats on'
and 'directory' sections. The copy
of lively groups is welcome. Has
your group sent some in?

Tel:s 31C63

A1l the women invelved are committed feminists, though the grcup does not
share a common pclitical strategy; hcwever through the work we have found
more and more agreement, and we are interested in pursuing this further both
with perfcrmers and audience, We have often used the gig situation to oren
discussions and exchanges, about the musical work and political questions,
and find tliis is helped by the impzomptu neture of this type of perfcrmance,
which does not run along predestined lines.

We have worked in England and abrcoad,for Music Fer Sccialism in Lencon,fcr
women's festivals in Eindhoven,Holland and Copenhegen,and recently took part
in a Contemporary Music and Dance Week at the Roundhouse and 'Music/Context'
an envircmental music festival in Loncon,

)

Mos% of us are members of the Lcndon Musicians Collectived | (G.B.)

HIDDEN INTENTIONS OF ONE COUNTY COUNCIL DEPARTMENT,EMERGENCY PLANNING.

Since reorganisation County Councils have spawned an organisatiorn which 1is
directly involved attempts to neutralise the effects of popular protest.,
Home Defeence cynically offers the pretext of nuclear attack as natural just-
ification for its existance. We now know this to be untrue, and call for the
plans to be brought forward from their dusty box-files and made the subject
of a public labour movement enquiry.

At presert the plans are secret and their intent little known. They
claim to provide the structure of government and the ideas for protecting the
public after nuclear attack. The current level of expenditure suggests that
no protection can be offered by way of the deep shelters necessary to
protéct the public, Indeed government has made it clear that it expects *o
protect only societies key figures; Government, the military and police,

chiefs, Local Government @fficials and major national and local bulsnessmen,
i.e. the ruling class. Further, instead of training their forces specifical-
ly to aid a mass populatior to recover from nuclear attack it has been train-
ed in law and order techniques to put down serious public disorder and to
break strikes.,

To justify this, government has said we must protect the national inter-
est, protect property, care for the sick, the pocr, the lame. WHY THEN HAS
THE SAME SYSTEM OF AUTHORITY so viciously cut-back the very services which
help these people.

The other justification for Emergency Planning and Home Defence is that
we need services to counter natural disaster, unforseen pollutior and accid-
ents. The VOICE says that pollution, serious accidents and natural disasters
are only as bad as they are because of under spending and too little attent-

ion to safety, They too have social causes: poor working conditions, and the
tendency to cut corners in chasing high profits., Even Local Government isn't
immune from inadequate spending on flood protection etc, We must DEMAND more
investment in health and safety, To meet current inadequacies we call for
the formation of Local Government emergency departments under workers control
and the scrapping of the Home Defence system, Strikes, public disorder and
protest is caused by government intransigence; we don't need suppression,

we want change.
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Mirror, error On The Wall,

Keeping Watch Over Us All
(or, Reflaclion> on Surveiliance S

The use by peclice of a'control
room® in the Brighton Centre, dur-
-ing the T.U.C. Ccngress last

Another occured a year later
when the Special Branck was found
to be visiting Svssex schocls ask
month, to observe delegates in the -ing questions abcut "extremists"
foyer through a two way mirror’ 1is onn their staffse. (Voice 36 March
just one more example of a type of 77)
surveillance which is becoming rou-
-tine for the Sussex Cocnstabulary.

Other events of a similar nat-
ure have been repcrted in the Voice.
‘over the last few years, One ccn-
cerred a rally against the cuts in
education, health and sccisl serv-
jcesy during whichk specisl branch
photographers were taking mug shots
cf’ the speakers or the platform.
(Voice 29 April 76)
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Right To WorR Iaterview Coatinved

One kid's got a badly bruised ANDY, I don't normally tglk about
stomach and the cops told him today conspiracy theories, but it's
very cockily that it was done almost like the Wild West where the

because he had spat at a sergeant.. town's been boarded up., We've had
which is a load of rubbish, evervthing banned to us. Overall,
the people of Brighton have been
friendly to us, and the TUC stew-
ards especially. You probably know
they said that if the police

horses and dogs were visible again
in front of the TUC, they would
withdraw their labour. That's
important... they have said pub-
licaly that they have confidence in
the Right to Work marchers and no
confidence at all in the police.

For many years it has been a
cormon opinion among all the more
cynical politicel activists theat
the S.B. had a file on anyone who
ever did or said anything. Events
like these indicete that this feel
-ing is more than just peranoia,

Returring to the Brighton Centre
il seems that the confererice organ
-isers krew all about the control
rcom, but that this was carefully

AIRTICK, A transit van full of
efficers pulled up and grabbed this
marcher, dragged him into the van,
kickgd him in the stomach and the
ribs and just threw him out at the
next corner, At the hospital the
docctor said he had severe bruising
to the ribs.

VOICE. What about Callaghans offer
to the heckler that he would find

him a job?

VOICE., What did you think of the

ANDY, There are two TCC?

million unemployed. and if Cal]ag—
han can find every one of them a
job then there's no longer any pro-
blem, and as organiser of the camp-
aign I would be very happy to shut
it down; we don't run the campaign
f'or fun,

But you see, the youths he told
he would find a job waited for him '
round the beck of the TUC. They things.

said, we're here, where's the job? :
Callaghan just smiled at that and VOICE, What about the Right to
. - Work slogan itself? Shouldn't the

darted into his car, The press ; I
" call be for socially useful work,
haven't picked that up., We're very not just more trashy jobs?

interested in what this job is!d
Ani once those two kids have got .
jobs we want jobs for the other
959,998 or whatever,..
If you were lazy you wouldn't
come on the march, We've marched
60 miles in 3% days... e¢ven the
police couldn't keep up., If you
were lazy you'd rather get a job
than do that,

VOICE, Given the shit handed down
to you by the council, police and
*Argus', have you had a good res-
sonsz from anyone here?

JIM, It's obvious that whoever

controls the TUC, has been scared
about anything reflecting badly on
the Labour Party., I find it amaz-

ing that they've been able to aprer-

antly to stop any discussion of the
Aubrey Berry Campbell case, the ANL
anl a whole range of embarrasing

ANDY, Under capitalism, nobody's
got the right to work, The right
to hire and fire is with the besscs,
0f course it would be nice to dis-
~uss what kind of work we're in
favour of., Our attitude is that
any kid who kicks over a job
because it's shit i1s perfectly
right, But if you're going to
challenge the system, you have to
talk in simple terms,

Anyway, even doing a shit job,
you're doing it with other people

shielded from delegates

particul-

arly those who were calling for an

inquiry into the activities of
the S.B.

Typically, Sussex police denied
all suggestion that they were spy-

ine on delegates, but in a Sunday
Times interview ( 17.9.78 ) a
spokesmen admitted that the room

was not much use for anti-terrorist

security. "What baffles me," he
seid, "is why anyone should want
to build a security office like
this. It seems a deft place for
a bcx to me," This statement ill-
ustrates the weekness of the
attempts by the Argus and Bowden
to cover it all up with a scere
story abcut possible terrorist
threats. THE REAL THREAT TO LIB-
KR1Y CCMES FRCM ThOSE WHC STIR
UF A "TERRORIST" SCARE AND USE
I7 AS AN EXCUSE FOE. TIGHTER CCN-
TRCLS ON ALL ACTIVISTS.
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and you've got the social relation-

shin together., Work is the only
place where you've got any real
power,

VOICE.
do to fight back?

ANDY, I'm not saying we can smash
the state overnight.. Put there's

lot of issues that should be ta.ken.

What should Brighton people

up. You must win the right to have

the groups and meetings that you
want,

On unemployment; we saw a job in
the Jobcentre: 54 hours a week,£20
plus tips! When we talk about the
Right to Work, we're not talking
about people taking crap jobs like

that, That's not the rignt to work

ee. its the right to grovel.
I think Right to Work, Rock

Against Racism, Squatters Union etc

.se all those people have an
interest in fighting the reaction-
ary council, a reactionary police

force led by Supt. Roberts. Every-

one down here has got to unite and
take on the battle to blow this
town open, We've found what it's
like to be in Brighton just for a
week; God knows what its like for
anyone who lives here,.. who's

actually alive in the head that is,

A Mrs E R Hains recently wrote
a letter to the Argus attacking
the 'Right To Work' marchers.
We should all be grateful to Mrs
Hains for freely giving to the
Argus readership the latest
local example of a stereotyped
bourgeois mentality.

Stunning credulous readers with
her acute observations, she
called the marchers 'scruffy'
Now why they decided to wear
jeans and jackets on a 68 mile
walk from London on dirty roads,
amidst noxious traffic fumes
and in all weathers, heaven
only knows. What on earth was
wrong with bow-ties, dinner
jackets, red cummerbunds and
black trousers with a half-
inch silk stripe, for heaven's
sake?

Mrs Hains' next epithet was 'dis-

organised'. The marchers merited
this description by their sloth-
ful habit of walking in neat
rows of even length, spaced an

‘iequal distance apart, and con-

stantly accompanied by a police
escort.

But the eagle -eyed Mrs Hains,
who had probably walked all the
way from the car park, noticed
that after 68 miles some of the
marchers had lost their syncron-
isation. 1L can vouch for this

A groupfrom Brighton Teachers
Against the Nazis attended the
National Education Conference
organised by the ANL on Sept
23rd 1978. Their report follows:

The conference was very positive

in outlook, holding workshop ses-

sions on many issues where ideas

‘on combating racism were exchang-
ed. Newham Teachers, who work in

a multi-racial area, made public
their opposition to racism when

1000 of them Jjoined to purchase

a page in the local newspaper.

Dr Steven Rose was able to expl-
ode the myth that one's 1Q is
somehow determined by race, by
showing how unscientific current
IQ tests are. He explained how
the tests have often been ad-
justed due to social ( rather
than scientific ) pressure. For
example, the original Stanford-
Binet .Q test consistently

found men to have a higher in-
telligence than wocmen. In the
30's, when sucn findings became
less socially acceptable, the
test was adjusted so that there
was no difference in the average
scores of men and women.

If they can be changed just like
that, we must question why we

are still using tests which have
consistently put black children

BRIGHTON TEACHERS
| AGAINST THE NAZIS

MIDDLE AGED

MATRON
DELIGHTS

ESTABLISHMENT

myself, for on one occasion I
witnessed the sloppy sight of

a s0lidly booted foot touching
the ground a whole second before
the one next to it!

warming to her theme, Mrs Hains
then said that the marchers were
'loud-mouthed'. They incurred
this criticism because instead
of whispering their views they
shouted them out loudly in uni-
son. This was obviously a nasty
trick intended solely to destroy

in the bottom stream. Obviously
the tests define the standard I1IQ
by the white middle-class child,
because all tests are based on

the original Stanford-Binet test.

The IQ test therefore works
against black and working class
children, as does much of our
educational assessment system.

Joan Lester opened her speech to
the conference with a salutary

reminder of our inbuilt and often

unconscious prejudices, by read-
ing from a newspaper advert off-
ering a boy for fostering: "F is
a West
Indian boy
but 1s never-
theless an
attractive
Chlile ¢o"

Teachers
Against the
Nazls has
produced 5
'TANKITS' ;
classroom re-
sources for
teachers
wishing to
adopt an
anti-racist
teaching pro-
gramme .
Brighton

the peace of mind of respect-
able people who, bathing in a
warm glow of suburban tran-
quility, were taking their
dogs for a walk.

Of course, the whole thing's

a waste of time anyway, for
Mrs Hains, piling wisdom upon
wisdom, went on to say that:
'very few of the people taking
part want jobs. Well, yes;
people who are too lazy to
work can always be relied up-
on to leap enthusiastically
out of theilr beds and volunt-
eer to march 68 miles, braving
the English summer and ruining
their feet. Then, when the
marching, the speeches and the
demonstrations are all over
the lazy sods return to loaf-
ing in theilr back gardens.
Naturally.

Mrs Hains finally displays her
insight and depth of character
by saying that: 'by appearance
alone I wouldn't employ one of
them!' Indeed, what employer
would want a bunch of scruffy
youths with nothing better to
do but spend their time wearing
jeans and orange Jjackets and
wandering about under police
escort on the London to Brighton
road? Well, what's the world
coming to?

—— — ——— e —

group has a pool of these re-
sources which can be borrowed
by teachers for use in schools.
To borrow TANKITS, contact -
Brighton Teachers Against the
Nazis, c¢/o The Resources Centre,
North Road.

Notable by their absence at the
conference were executive mem-
bers from the teachers unions.
Dick Nott ( NUT ) was the only
exception. The conference call-
ed upon t-e NUT executive to
Yeversiiite oL1ey 0f non-

affli e cive ¢ tEaTANL - and 1tiis
to Lz Zoped that the NUT and
other teachers unions will take
note of the views of the 700+
teachers at the conference.




Conference Suppression

How can we fight back? Aubrey,
Berry and Campbell are all trade
unionistse Therefore their perse-
cution should be resisted by the
trade union movement. The Nation-
al Union of Journalists tried to
achieve this by raising the issue at

last month's TUC conference in Bri-
ghton.

The reactior of the TUC General
Council made it seem to one delegate
that they had forgotten the ABC of
trade unionr solidaritye.

First of all, Willis - acolyte to
"I'll find you a job" Callaghan -
tried to prevent Andy Durr (Presi-
dent of Brightor Trades Council)
mentioning the ABC case in his
speech of welcome to delegates.
Then, on behalf of the TUC leadersh--
ip, Basnett prevented the ABC motion
being put. What were the trade uni-
on bureacrats afraid of? Perhaps it
had something to do with the fact

POLITICAL
TRIAL

Do you know anything that "might
be directly or indirectly useful to
an enemy"? Be careful not to talk
about it if you do or you can be
threatered with 14 yeers inside like
ex-soldier Jokn Berry, and Jjournal-
ists Duncan Cemrbell and Crispin
Aubrey,

They talkec about Army 'Signals
Intelligence' (SIGNIT), whick acts
illegglly under international law
in spying or liberation movements
and political activists around the
world., Special Branch decided that
this conversation was a threat to

"national security" and arrecstec the
three of them. Campbell's Brighton
flat was raided by the guardians of
the "national interest" and all his
files seized, Yet, all the inform-
ation they contained was from pub-
licly available sources - accessible
to any foreign power. Who then 1is
this mysterious enemy to whem info-
rmation must not be disclosed?

that the suppressed speech of Denis
McShane, (President of the NUJ) did
not exactly praise the libertarian-
ism of the Labour Government:

An enemy is anyone whc might be
"disloyal" to the interests of the
state, Only loyal people can be
trusted, like the former Special Air
Services officer starring as foreman
in the new farce in London -, 6 "Alph-
abet Soup & The Mysterious Case Of
Colonel B". International enemies
are the biggest danger - they are
subversive - people who undermine
"the parliamentary system by indus-
trial, political or violent meens".

"There can be little doubt that if
Sam Silkin were the Attorney Gener-
al of the United States, and Americ-
an law contained an 0fficial Secrets
Act, then Richard Nixor would still
b= in the White House and the rep-
orters from the Washingtorn Post who
- exposed Watergate would be doing tim
time in their local state penitent-

iaI'y. "

What was the government trying to
hide®
Clearly, the state is out to
protect itself from internal diss- "Forget defence. This is about the
ent - BE are the enemy it has to secrecy of planning decisions, sec-
crush. One of its first moves has recy over hospital closures, secrecy

‘been to destroy our right to know over Bank of England operations.”
what it does in our name,

Now obviously the men in the wall
at the Brighton Centre and the
people in the cabinet at Whitehall
wouldn't be pleased about this sort

of 'subversive' language - but why
should the TUC be upset? Secrecy
preserves the power of trade union

bureaucrats too. As Denis McShane
pointed out;

"Tf freedom of informatior were to
spread into the headquarters of the
TUC, then we'd have & diffeerert mov-
ement.s FEverything happens behind
closed docrs.”

Special Branch tried to prevent the

NUJ conference taking place. They
were not neecded at the TUC - Basnett,
Murray and Co did their jobt for them
and successfully safeguarded the
‘natioral interest'once again.

The leaders of the trade union .
movement have stoocd solidly behind
the Labour Government's ‘'unparralle-

THE REAL CONSPIRACY: BASNETT AND MURRAY AT THE TUC ‘

1ed attack this century' or our fre-
edom of expression,

"Britain, a courtry that could pro-
vide a hore for the likes of Karl
Marx, for Lerin and for Trotsky, 1s

continued on PGJ¢ (O

TUC DISSIDENTS

Interviews with Jack Dunn, I(en Gill, and Arthur Scargill at the TUC COnferenoe -September 1978

tuc conference

"The word 'socialist' has almost dis-
appeared from our vocabulary. Little
or no socialist perspective at the
TUC. There are socialists among

Trade Union leaders but at the top
most of them prefer the mixed
economy. "

Jack Dunn,Kent NUM.

.8t a week by the bloody seaside.
Sheer hypocrisy - all that applause
for the music-hall event advocating a
5% limit and then the next day they
oppose it.

No one in the leadership has any
intention of fighting an incomes
policy. They are determined to colla-
borate with capitalism and will
support an incomes policy from Labour
or Tory.

We've got to forget this bunch and
go ahead and fight for what we know
to be right. Individual unions have
got to fight on their own; they've
got to stuff the social contract and
bury it as deep as they can,"

Arthur Scargill, Yorkshire NUM.
Nt s I 5 S, 1 e 8 P N s Pt P Rt

"We're near the point where the
working people of this ccuntry will
recoil and say they've had enough.
The crucial issve will be weges."

&;Phe classic non-event of the year.

® o , TASS.,
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"I welcome the Right to Work and
other demonstations, I'd be far less
happy if young people were passive,"

Jack Dunn,Kent NUM,
R N R N N

"Probably one of the most boring con-
ferences ever. They've tried to
appear as united as possible due to
an election round the corner. All

the divisions have been fudged to
give an appearance of enthusiastic
support for the Labour government,

The TUC have not backed the rank
and file on collective bargaining. If
they had supported the Fire Brigades

Union we might have a more expansive
Labour policy now, Because the TUC
has allowed its policies to reflect

the needs of the City and not of the

worxers, the Labour government

thinks itself secure in its right

wing policy.

Ken Gill,General Council TUC.

LOW PAY

"The low pay situation in Britain is
an absolute crime, It is a blot on
our trade union movement, However, in
the last two years there has been a
dramatic change of conciousness.

I'm chairman of the South East

e ARTHUR B AR LI S o s

NUCLEAR ENERGY

"T'm chairman of Ener 2000 which

| takes account of all groups in the
.country opposed to the nuclear

programme., The NUM is affiliated to
it and we are about to meet Tony Benn
and Peter Shore to urge them to stop
the nuclear programme at once and
develop solar,hydro,wind and tidal
power,

If we're aiming at £50 million
tons of coal equivalent and at
present we have 320 million tons, I'm
convinced that we can meet the gap
with at least 58 million tons from

| 30lar energy,25 million tons from

wave and tide, a substantial contrib-
‘ution from wind and the rest from
increased coal production. We know,
for example, that the Severn barrage
could give the equivalent of 10
million tons a year - equal to one
gigantic power station.

The nuclear programme will take
Jobs away, not provide more. I'm
amazed that the General Municipal
Workers don't see this obvious loss
of jobs. |

As for coal itself, technically

region of Congress and I know how
much is going on, If trades councils
had the financial resources to orga-
nise local campaigns they could

break this problem; you could have a

blacklist of employers who give low
wages bul that would only be tilt-
ing at windmills. What you need is
an effective plan at local level to
get everyone into unions and create
solidarity. It's not just a question
of wages - it's pensions,holidays,
health,social welfare etc, as well,
We're hammering away at the TUC
trying to get Len Murray to make the
funds available,

I'm damned sure that if our
comrades in the Brighton Trades
Council had the resources, they could
break low pay in Brighton."

Jack Dunn,Keni NUM.
R e o o T Y
"The low paid are often let down by
their union leaders who think that a
incomes policy benefits the low paid.
It does not. Look how much Tom
Jackson has lost for his Post 0ffice
Workerse History proves that when the
big unions force ahead a wage
increase the low paid immediately get
one too,."

Ken Gill,TASS,General Council TUC

speaking we could provide the whole
of our energy from this one source.
We can, for example, produce petrol
from coal at £1 a gallon., We could
also produce nylon.

The conditions in the coal
industry are much better than the
public knows. Soon we shall be able
to extract coal without sending men
to the coalface, and it won't be
long before we can use the energy
from coal without even taking it
from the pit.

As for fatal accidents, these
have declined in the last twslve

years from 300 a year to 4O and were
still going down when the incentive
agreements pushed them up again.
These incentive agreements are an
example of the betrayal of the rank
and file., We had a 55% vote against
them at the pit heads, but the right
wing of the union went against this
democratic vote. As a result they
have introduced piece rates in
several mines and the fatal accident
rate has increased for the first
time in twelve years.

» Arthur Scargill,Yorkshire MM,
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Since 1931 the number of women
within TUC unions has increased from
about 460,000 to well over three
million and from 12,4% of the total
affiliated membership to about 28%,

Despite this rapid rise in the
number of women joining unions
their level of participatiorn and
involvement is still very low, and
where they do take an active role
they generally end up with the worst
Jobs, As 2 CPSA delegates explained-
"The women tend to get shunted into
the Branch organiser's job., You see
very few women in the really ac'ive

CP.S.A. ccmmented:
'I have been pressing with mele
cemrades on the natiorel executive
for ‘the orgenisation of educatior
snb—ccmmtrtt,e of the unicr to
start Lo go ocut to the branches,
to women, getting them to identify
scluticrs that they need to gain
their dintegretion: into trade ursor
activities; To start to
digeriminzte i» fascur of wo.
educztion conr'e:, to mrov?le
crecne facilities or ary training
ccuirzs or at uricor ~orferencec and
we are geliing the ucsual bullshis

o
v 3

WOMEN AT T.U.C. TALK ABOUT WHT WO

WE INTERVIEWED WOMEN DELEGATES AND LEALFRS AT THE T,U.C. CCNFERENCE IN

BRIGHTON. WE ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CCNFERENCE, SEX DISCRIMINATION, EQUAL

PAY, NURSERIES, ABOKTION, AND THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE UNION.

SCME
NEED TO FIGHT

WE ALSO HEARD

CHALLENGINC IVEAS ABOUT THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN GENERAL. WONEN
YITFIN THE TRADE UNIONS IN ORDE

'O WIN IMPORTANT GAINS, BUT

{TE TRADE UNIONS NEED TO CEANGE THEIR STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES IF THEY ARE TO

BECOME EFFECTIVE AND FAIR, AND HRELP

What abcout the Equal Pay Act
ard legislation against sex
discrimination? Did the women
we spoke to feel it was ‘effective?

™ BUILD A NON SEXIST SCCTETY,

Are the unions themselves dcing
anything constructive? CFPS& has
recently set up an anti-racist and
anti=-sexist sub-ccmnmittee on the
Natior.a! Executive to examine and

MEN WANT

N lot of talk about

the family “

This emphasis on "gocial' grounds
becomes evident when we look at the
scramble between political parties
to prove their reSpectablllty by
defending the ramily' as "the main
source of social stability" (Health
Minister Roland Moyle, July 1978)

In May of this year Jim Callaghan
started his 'family 1n1t1at1ve' with
a speech to the Labour Women' s “on-

ference, in which he proposed the

"Personally I don't think that is
the way to solve the problems of wo-
men in particular, and I certainly
don't think that to create a state
organisation to support the Family is
going to help anybody's social prob-

lems..s s There ought to be a far greater

provision of public facilities such
as laundries, cheap restaurants etc,
to make living easier, and to take

some of the pressures off women in

particular who take most of these bur-
dens - to provide a much better social
life for everyone,"

“It's always, Come on Liz e
when'’s the big day then?’

What about nursery and creche
provision both witkin unions and in
general? Obviously women need gocd
child care facilities if they are to
take an active part in union
activities,

As Liz from CPSA said: "Unless
you've got proper crechke facilities
for working women all this talk
about equality is absolutely
meaningless." But how can progress
be made when as Marjorie Harrih
says: "Men just don't seem to think
its their respcnsibility."

Lynne Hughes reiteretes ~ this:

"If I stand up and talk about creche
‘facilities it's always got to be
made somehow funny.It's always
'Ccire on Liz, when's the big day
then.'"

And when unions are made aware

Lack about 1t being toc a"jrrflve
to prcvide full time aurseries.

setting up of a Ministry of the Family
And in August there was a 'judicious
leak' about a 'Minister for Marriage'
oo "to set the scene for a lot of talk
about the family leading up to the
elections, "(Transport House Press
Officer)

We asked Joan Lestor, Judith Hunt
and Marie Patterson what they thought
about this proposal,

Joan Lestor and Marie Patterson
suggested that a Ministry for Children
would be a better idea, becavse the
services that deal with children are
very diffuse and disorganised. Lestor

jobs like branct secretary or branch

' 1gate tions of
delegate. " investigate any allegations o

racist discrimination by the employers,
This is in the wake o the Tavistock
Report whiclk exposed the racist
practices inside the DHSS selection
and promction procedures,

‘Many arguments used

against blacks were said
about women too"”

Judith Hunt (Wcmens' Organiser
for TASS) locked at it in 2 ways: -
"1 think it was important for
putting on the mep for meny women
the ideea that they had the right
to equal oprortunity at work;
arrd that helped people to raise .
questions and to think about
things, In terms of what it's
achieved it's had its limitations,
It's full of loopkcles and problems. "

Why is it that so few women get
involved in union activitlies?
Marjorie Harris told us:"I've Jjust
been doing a precject on factors
affecting womens*' involvement in
union affaiis, and surprise, surprise,
they all thought they should be at
home looking after their husbands
and children, That's why they won't
get involved,"

Mcrle Patterson ~Vice-Cheirman,

sic) of the TUC - mgkes the point
that "Legislation of itself is
never going to get you all you
wart, It's only a backktcne, but .
frarkly it's the efforts and fight®
of orgarised womer. that are going
tc make prcgress from then onwards,"
cudith Hurt ccnfirns this: "My
basic point is that unless women
are organised in trade unions whick
are alsc prepared tc fight for
thcse wemer anc support them and

We asked Joan Lestor, who is very
active in the anti-racist and fascist
movement, more about the cornections
between sex1sm and racism, She spoke
of a parallel change in the arguments
used to justify discrimination,

The Joves” and dears’ start
creeping in and the patron lsmg

line gets thrown at you

also pointed out that problems concer-
ning children could not necessarily be
dealt with within a convertional
family structure, especially as there
are more 'one-parent families' and
children in care than ever before,

What are the problems for women
who are involved? As Liz Symons
of CFSA told us on the question of
womens equality: "I think a lot of
men vho put up their hands think °
it's the right thing to vote for,
but wher they actually start talking
to women the 'loves'! and ‘'dears! |
start creeping in and the patrorising

"Many of the ar-uments that are used
about blacks were said about women
£00e o« s s their brains are different,
they're more emotional, they can't
cope with intellectual concertsSes..
Tt's an inferior/superior argument.By
and large pecple don't say this about
women today-they may think it,but
they don't say it. They argue on much

"T wouldn't go for a Ministry of
the Fam!ly,..that's quite a differert
concept...It could leave out of
account the very areas I'm speaking of the issue they are ofter only
about, where it's not a family, o & Gl paying lip-service to it =concerned
a broken family, or a broken home, and to be seen to be doing something
somebody needs support and help.," rather than really making progress.,

Judith Hunt felt very strongly that A€ Marjorie Harris (ASTMS) explains

— e JUDITT. TTUNT ==

leglsla tion of itself is never
going to get you all you want”

Judith Hunt (women's orgeniser fcr
. ¥ 2 - - ' o x
line gets throwr at you,and it's . TASS, the clgrical secticn of the

: : . - . ore 'social' grounds, that our so- suck a Ministry would be a reactionary —Ine trouble with our union's policy
%a;d to ccunter T,lriat nicely withcut Er:;;weer:‘ung unicn) said that posiiive ‘ ‘ety will crumble because the womer stepﬁ ok dicriiynothingr b Bl % is we'll have a creche if we need
eing so aggressive that you put scrimiraticn was one of the keys, are all working and the kids are at the real oproblems of family life, She 1t, but women don't put themselves

people off,"

Viv Lacey, a woman delegate from
tre same union, sees that women
within the uniorns should organise
themselves and have less patience
with sexist events, ©She said: "In
my view it's very necessary for
women to dc it themselves, to band
together away from intimidation.
For example, when a women goes to
the rostrum or makes a speech o

whatewer subject, she is whistled
at, she is subJected to sexist

ccmments, which is of ccurse as
deplorable and disgusting as racist
abuse would be to a black delegate.,™

Positive discrimination

Gradueslly more women activiats in
the uniorns are realising that
pesitive discriminatiorn is the
only wey to begin to stand up in
the unionse This policy is slowly
being adopted by some unionsy
alter strugele; Viv Lacey, of the

-

Ip rrectice this means that her unicn

h]gliEht what are called'wcmen's
issues.

TWery few kYiObS reccerice the need
Cor ie<1 provision Lo nelp womenr
get in cl;eé in uniore,' In TASSH

ey -

this pro“lulur.Jnclu.4: creche
facilities, women's ccmmdttecs,
special coverage of wcmrer's issues
in Joimmals, a natioral official
with a special respcrsibility for
woren (Judith Hunt), etc. But

Ms. Hurt xas aware gmt making
wcemen's issues special &nd
separate could keep womer out of
the main stresm of activity and
decisior=-makinge. 'As far as I car
see into the future there will be
a need for snecial provisior for
women, bul what?!s importent is
that it's directly plugged into
the bodies that take the important
decirionse There is ncthing worse
than having a wemen's ccrmittee
that is over ‘there - has noLthg
to do with the rest of the unione

/

to mzke the necessary prcvision for
wcmen, then you are nct geing to
get equal pay and oppcrtunity in
industry. It isa vast and deep
problem, "

Jcan Lestor,(Lgbcur M.P, for
Slcugh) advocated a stronger
"*watchdog' body and was critical of
the present Equal Oppcrtunities
Ccmrission, "I den't think that
we've got a gcod watchicg and I
don't think they're totally aware'
oi* the way the law's being totally
flouted...There's alsc a lot to be

'ga.ined by shOWing up f1rms publi Cl).f..'

“ - . ® $
We foundé this with race relations

at the beginning...A survey was °
done of West End shops that didn't
employ any blacks, and what they
actually seid was publishked, like
'"Well we have them :n the store-
-rocr. ,but we dontt have them or
the counter'- It went intc the
Evening Standard and there was a
revolution over night,"

home,..not being looked after proper-
ly, so there's violence and delin-

QUENCY...osAnd I also think that argu-

ments about race are shifting toc,

It's difficult to maintain the argument

of inferiority. It's now argued much
more on 'differences'! and 'culture'.

JOAN TESTCR -

suggested that we should change the
way we divide 'home' and 'work SO
that both men and women are free to
move from one to the other, by guar-

anteeing work for evryvone and lighten-
-ing individuel <. mestic duties.

MARTE PATZERSON =

forward to go to ccnference because
they don't know there's going to be
a creche~so there isn't one,"

‘The cuts have fallen very
hard on women

AUEW is one of the few wions
which does provide child care
facilities at week-end schools etc.
and it was TASS who put up the |
original motion calling for a
working party on the under 5's.

The report on the under 5's does
seem to be one step in the right
direction, described by Judith Hunt
as covering "a lot of things that
active women have been arguing for
for the last few years." It has now
been adopted as a policy statement
by the Congress. But how effective
can it be when child care facilities
are one of the areas that have been

(Londa/ P10
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now toc terrified to let Mark Hosen-
ball stay there."

We have to fight against the 0ffi~
ial Secrets Act and all those who
support it. Unless we take on the
state which has defined itself as
our enemy trade unionists will re-
main unfree to talk about the pur-
pose of their work, or their pay
and conditions., Journalists will be
unable to let the rest of us know
about it. If the state gets away
with its political trial then we can
say gocdbye to the slogan, "Educate,
agitate, organise", We need a
window at which peorle can come to
speak and exchange information - not
a two way mirror that orly allows
the state to watch us.

WHAT IS A SECRET?

"The number of front line air-
craft we have to defend Britain is
74 and that figure was widely pub-
lished last week., I cannot think of
a more crucial military secret than
to know how many airplanes we could
use to defend ourselves against pos-
ible attack. Yet this informatior
was cynically leaked by airforce
chief's in order to fuel their rearm-
ament programue,

esseeBut will these people be brou-
ght to trial? Will the 0ld Bailey

dock be full of gold braid and red

tabs? Of course not.,"

Part of the speech prorosed by the

president of the NUJ, and suppress-
ed by the TUC.

For further info contact:

ABC Defence Campaign, c/o 'Time Out'
Tower House, Southamptor St,

Londor WCZ

Continvued from FP.9

hit by the cuts. As Merie Patterson
says "The cuts have fallen very
hard on women both in thelir employ-
-ment prospeéts ai’ in the services
which aught to be available, like
.child care,"

Equality, impossible

without Abortion

on demand”
T T T I T Tor anm—

women delegates, A motion put to
conference by Judith Grey (MFU)
called flor no restriction to the

1967 legislation and proposed that
out-patient abecrtiwn facilities
should be set up in every Area
Health Authority., This motion was
pessed almost unanimously, and Judith
Hunt pointed that "5 years ago that
issue would not have been discussed
at the TUC.," She saw thic as"immense
progzress" but stressed that this had
only been achieved through the work
and efforts of a number of women
delegates, "

There was a gerergl feeling that
men didn't see abortion as a subject
whie¢h really ccrncerned them, As
Marjorie Harris (ASTMS) said:

"In our union we do have this
tremendous struggle with men triing
to get them to talk about it, because
trey don't think it's anything to do
with men, whereas it's absolutely
fundamental to women, The Bgqual Pay
Act and Sex Discrimination Act are
going to be absgolutely useless unless
you've got abortion on demand." As
yet not all unions support this
principle,

7 .However the forthcoming Trade
Union Cenference on abortion is quite
a significant step forward and may

help to increase concern on this
issueo

Tinks between the 1.U.C. .and

women's pressure groups

O SR NI I S DV SIS e RS S RN R o

It seems impcrtant, if not
vital, that more links should be
made betweer. the Lrade unions and
wcmen: in other precssure groups
outside., Several of the delegates
we spcke t¢ talked about this.

Judith Grey (MPU) thcught

"that as a trade union movement
we've got to start to take some
acc unt of pressure groups outside
the trade uniorn mcvement and see
how they can enlarge our perspective.
To be more precise when talkirg
abcut women's heelth I think it
would be of grezt benefit if heelth
trade urnionists got together with
pecrle in say the Patients

ssoclation,Women in Health groups,
National CLkildbirth Trust, etce.
eeelt's that type of ccllaboratio:
and perhaps joint activity that I'd
like to see increcsing at both a
local and natioral level."

Judith Hunt saw a two=-way
prccess between trade-unions and
tke worien's movement. which could
enrich both grcups. She gave ar
exanple of some women who heaxrc.
about a local battered wiwec' hone
tbhrough the unicn, and who then
began to get involved. "It's all
part of a complicated and dif'ficult
struggle... . we should try to look
for ways of working togetlier rather
tharn...get into biind alleys where
we're too concerred witl the dif'fer-
ences between women who are working
for similar ends."”

"“The whole orientation 0
unions is masculine

nhe whole orientation of the Trede -
Unions is masculine, It is only by

&

— MEETINGS -—

EASTERN EUROPE SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN
Public Meeting: Wed.1st Nov.7.30-10
Open Day: Sat,Lth Nov.

Both at Resource Centre.

"HAZARDS OF WORKING IN THE N,H.S."

Fublic meeting organised by the
HAZARDS GRCUF,

Mon, Oct,3oth, 8.00pm. Rescurce
Centre,

S Gm—. B Gur WA W G wm o TP WU e Sm Beew Qe D

WOMEN AGAINST FASCISM AND RACISM

Neeting to discuss Fascism and orga-
nise ANL discussion or relation te-
tween Fascism and patriarchy. Baby-
sitting availiable, (Tel:21947)

Fri 6th Oct. 7.30pm 72 Buckingham R4

MEN'S GROUP

Aryone interested in joining a men's
group, please contact: Paul 606261
ext. 263 (daytime) or Dave 604265
(evenings).

special effort that men remember wo-
meis The only guarantee wcrien have
that their own interests will be con-
sidered is tc crganise as workers and
as women,"
SHEILA ROWEOTHAM
"Woman's Consciousness, Man's World"

Both structures and attitudes make it
difficult fcr women to participate
fully in the Trede Union movement and
to challenge their generecl posiiion
in society. Because of their perticu-
lar difficulties and obstacles, a
special effort is needed to politi-
cize women and to get others to fLake
up their problems. Women should join
and change their unions, where im-
portent benefits can be achieved.

At the same time, we need to
challenge the present state of the.
Trede Unions, both in their actual
workings and in their conception of
work and politics. This means that
the Trede Union movemert needs to te
more open to groups organising out-
side of the workplace, and it needs

to change its ideas about 'work'
1tself, As one woman delegate put it:

"One of the most reactionary aspects
of' the TUC and Trede Unions is....the
very treditional idea of jobs rather
than fulfilling yourself....It's this
Job ethos thing; they don't seem t« te
eble to accept that it could te possi-
tle for a man to hold his head up

- without necessarily being employed by
another man or company, even though
mcst work hes become so deadrning

‘and meaningless,,...

Ycu've always got to use the para-
meters you've got at the moment and
work within these; you can't ever
be talking about changing your para-
meters., There's no really radical
thought about alternatives."” .

in-Apt info?

Dear Friends,

It was a good idea to
include features of trade union
interest (issue 49) but you might
have taken the precaution of not
allowing political sectarians to
rewrite history. Throughout the
Sixties and early Seventies the
Trotskyist fifth column consist-
ently attacked Trades Council
officers and were frequently obstr-
uctive, not least during the CBR
campaign. Mr Apps played no
particular role in that dispute and
so one could forgive him for some
inaccuracies, but he ought to be
more careful in his assertion of
major facts. For the record:

(a) this was a lockout and not a
striks, |
the CBR-30th slogans were not

&nected with the major confront-
ation Mr Apps refers to but were
connected with a demonstration some
six weeks later,

(¢c) the event Mr Apps has in mind
was indeed a fiasco; some 300 demo-
nstrators were led up to a line of
50 police and then meekly led away
again, with all the predictable
consequences of demoralisation etc.
But it is not true to say that this
was ths wish of "Trades Council
leaders". The decision was taken by

abour Party dominated Executive

%ch had never been seen or the
picket line and which over-ruled the

Trales Council officers. My recoll-
ection of this is very clear as 1
resigned over the issue, The E,C.
minutes of 6th June reveal the
voting on this question, It was on
the insistence of the CBR workers
themselves that I resumed the
S=cretaryship a week later,

(d) when the final act of betrayal
took place, the Union concerned did
not "find jobs for the locked-out
workers"., The NUHKW accepted
management's view that it was impo-
ssible to reinstate anyonme,

(e) "The then-leaders of the Trades
Council" certainly did not claim
the settlement as a partial victory,
In the press statement of 12th
December this was said: "the agree-
ment now reached was made without

the slightest consultation at local
level, either with the local union
members or with the Trades Council

+ s s Whatever token agreements

are signed we regard the test to be
...ending of the 72 hour week...
normal rates...(and)reinstatement
of those in dispute.,"

Youtyounger readers who do not
remember the events of 1967 will
nevertheless see that the article
you carried contained some very
misleading and untrue statements
about Trades Council officers. As a
matter of interest this follows the
pattern of the 'Militant' flaction
which did precisely the same thing
right through the dispute.

labour unity?

As if this kind of denigration
of former officials were not enough,
your issue also contains an article
by one of Mr Apps' close comrades
("Unions plus Labour") in which Mr

Jones makes a remarkable assessment

of recenthistory., Leaving aside such
dubious claims as "it is obvious to
any trade unionist that the election
of Maggy Thatcher would be a
disaster" (Really? Including the
several million trade unionists who
regularly vote Tory?) what are we

to make of this kind of analysis:

"In the past there have been
many delegates (not by any means all
from the right of the political
spectrum) who have maintained that
the Trades Council should be 'above'
politics and that the interests of
Trade Unionists would be better
served by standing aloof from
political struggle..."

11

»
y 4

v e
‘,aI'lL»lc>Mh'\J|‘“” IH'z‘“él

S ﬁr‘rﬂ-
/963 — 74:

This is a very good comment
indeed on a Trades Council which,
in proportion to its size, was more
active, more militant, more
successful, and more innovative,
than almost any Trades Council in
the country., It, for example, set
up the first Vietnam protest comm-
ittee in the country, was one of
the first to organise 'hands off
the unions' demonstrations, and
sought to fight on every major
political issue throughout the
Sixties, culminating in a trade

union brigade to help re-elect
Dennis Hobden in 19/0, It is flair
to say,however, that the latter
activity was an exception in that
most campalgns were held independ-
ently of, or even in spite of, the
Labour Party. As I recall, it was
the Trades Council that took the
initiative in pushing for an
immediate protest demonstration
over the Czech invasion, left to
itself the Labour Party would have
taken six weeks to move!

No,Mr Editor, who were the people
who argued that the Trades Council
should be above politics? You will
not find such opinion in any of the
Annual Reports of those years, nor
will you find it in the pages of
the one-time TC magazine, 'The
Organiser'. Speaking as one who
spent 25 years on the local Trades
Council, I cannot recall a single
delegate of any consequence who
ever argued in theseterms. But
there is a difference between being
political and being chained to the
Labour Party chariot. Since the
claim is made in the context of an
aticle popularising the Council of
Labour, we must assume that the
author refers to the period in the
Sixties when the CofL flell apart.
It is not correct to say that this
was due to "personal rancour" or
the "cold war". A more important
principle was at stake and because
it is still of impoitance we are not

really simply arguing about ancient
history.

C. ondinwuad AVﬁu:stil%n‘yluu
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Dendio Hill=  ( gntinuad. From
LABOUR PARTY
STRAIGHT JACKET

The Trades Council resisted the Marina public transport, etc, But
totalitarianism of Labour bureau- what the Trades Council did insist
cracy which sought to muzzle the was that,first, the need for such
trade unions. Thus, through the campaigns to be clear and relevant
Labour majority on the CofL, the to ordinary trade unionists,and,
Labour Party sought to vet the secondly, that political activity
choice of Trades Councll represen-
tatives on the committee, Not
content with this, they sought to
veto certain trade union speakers
at joint rallies and conflerences,
and to pressurise the unions 1nto
not demonstrating against the then
Labour government's policies etc.
At the time of Barbara Castle's
proposals, Labour bureaucrats tried
to stop Brighton unions from

publicly protesting against state
control of the unions etc, The

May Day marches became a farce
because of Labour insistence on
excluding all fringe organisations,
and because of the dull and dreary
Labour conformity and lack of
imagination which was imposed upon
such events, Needless to say, all
of these incidents frustrated the
Trades Council for many years.
Furthermore, in a period when the
TC whished to gain the affiliation
of many local union branches who
were not politically linked with
the Labour Party, the CofL
connection took some explaining and
justifying!

| R
could not be confined to the
straight jacket of Labour Party
tactics,and, thirdly, that the
wishes and interests of the many
non-Labour also had to be
considered.

There is an attitude, in many
Labour quarters, that the Labour
Party alone is entitled to working
class support, or that campaigns not
controlled by the Labour Party are
somehow not legitimate, We find, for
example, that the Labour Party is
inflexibly opposed to electoral
reform (although it claims to
believe in democracy) or that it
dislikes independent leftwing
activity (be it Communist Party or
whatever) and so a similar attitude
was adopted whatever the Trades
Council tried to do. A good
illustration: the Trades Council

“"MINER POINTS”

So the connection was finally
broken, due to the intolerable
intransigence of the Labour Right.
But to my knowledge neither before
nor after did the Trades Council
ever argue against political
activity; on the contrary it
insisted that trade unionists could
not neglect a wide range of local
and national issues. This is why it
played an active role (and
frequently, a decisive role) in
matters. such as: CND, Vietnam, South
Africa, unemployment, wages policies,
comprehensive schools, town
planning, location of industry, the

ment, It isn't true that Scargill
would use ‘anything to prcmote the

material, wouldn't he? The Trade
Union movement cannot advance on the
-backs of women,

"I am very prcud of the fact that we
have a page 3 pin-up in the
Yorkshire Miner. It was my idea anc
it is a great success, I find it
astonishing and regrettable thet
women shkould be so upset about it.It

has notling to do with women's -

We disagree with the following ¢om- .

union - he would refuse to use racist

was able to rescue May Day from the

suffocation of the Labour Party grip

and thus, in 1968, was free to
stage the largest and best May Day
in 30 years, One which was thrown
open to the entire progressive
movement and every leftwing group
in the town. A range of imaginative
activities brought out, for the
first time in decades, a large
number of families and kids, so
that 3 000 attended. Yet the

essential purpose was not overlooked;

under the twin themes of Hands Off
the Unions and Victory for Vietnam,
some /00 supported the town march,
The Labour Party studiously
ignored the whole event, led
notably by the Trotskyist faction
which carped and sneered and pred-
icted failure,

It is regrettable that the Trags
Council has turned the clock back
(as with the abandonment of its own
journal) and has revived the
anachronism of a Council of Labour
which has achieved nothing and was
little more than a burden on any
creative endeavour of the Trades
Council., There are some 20 000
trade unionists affiliated to the
Trades Council., Less than half of
these are affiliated to the local
Labour Party., When that situation
has been corrected there might be
an argument for greater co-
ordination, Until then the Trades
Council would be more usefully
employed in following its own
proud traditions and in seeking to
politicise trade unionists in a
way which the Labour Party has
signally failed to do. But of
course this presupposes that we
ignore the Labour Party's total- .
itarian claim to a monopoly of
working class lovalty.

Sincerely,

Denis Hill
Trades Council Secretary,1963-7.

rights. I would put men in swim
suits or greyhounds in if it sold
the paper.,

Alongside the pin-ur we have a
lot of srappy pieces called 'Miner
Points'., We find that miners who
never normally reed a paper read
these points alongside the pin-ug.

In that way we get over our
positive and prcgressive views,

It's a load of nonsense that
we're exploiting womern, The pin-ups
are wives and daughters of miners,
They agree to go in."

Arthur Scargill,Yorkshire NUWN,

Deer D. Rose,

When we write songs we don't try to be pcliticelly correct, we
just try to be accurate. If people like you would do the seme when you wrote
letters you wouldrn't make such arseholes of yourselves. I never said the
Poodles weren't sexist (read the article) I didn't know if they were sexist,
T didn't know if they were vegetarians, As far as I could tell they were |
putting no opiniorns across at all, they were just cynics, for which I hated ;
them, '

You can call us sexist; we've been called everything else, and a year of
teing classified as a 'Punk' band has taught me that there are more ’
disgusting things in life for a perscn then having some wanker in pink
glasses going 'Tit tit tit' at you, whatever sex you are.

We judge people by what they DO, nct by what ‘hey say they believe in, As
musicians we have given ccncrete help and advice tc committed women who
wanted to get a band together, and will ccrtinue to do sc for anyone who hes
scmething to say in rock and roll.

It you stopped aliernating your friends and startec attacking your real
emies (Where were you when the Stranglers played in Brightcn?) you would
gain a wider base of respect., As it is, whatever sex you are, D. Rcse (&né
it doesn't metter much to me) you're not worth a wank.

Hugs and kisses to all our readers,

Johnny (of the Piranles)

P.S. We would like to thank the Brighton Voice Editcrial Ccllective for
their fair-minded, unranicked concern for the facts in this matter, and

hope they are never called upcr again to exert their liberalism so
strentcusly in publishing such ccntroversial opinions as those
expressed by the Pirankas in the article in question.

y - P, P - W % -
Dear Brelshimen VOoLes

I'd like to work out some positive way of'challenging' the Pirarhas - an
interview to be produced as a leaflet on Rcck against Racism and sexism. It
is suck a ccntroversial issue at the moment and on my mind sc much that I
feel an urgercy and frustratior to do something about it. Not just for
those womer whe reject the Pirenhas outright as "sexist shits" participeat-

%’ at a male-dcminated purnk gig, but for myself who has erjoyec their

sic so much and yet at times felt dubious about scme of their lyrics and
ccrments. Some of the songs cculd appear offensive or sexist, yet I feel
most of it comes from a lack of sernsitivity on their part ancé that can orly
change through women or men whc feel offerded, talking to them,

Sexism is an extremely c:mplex thing to understanc arnd define - even for
an "ideclogically-sound feminist". Part of our assigned role as women has
been to sit back and take shit from men - ncw, if we are gcing to be
critical, and rightly so, we must avoid this passive rejection of anything
whichk is male-dominated or riddled with sexual abuse; challenge it, nct by
withdrawing bitterly but by discussing and criticisiiy; in a comprehensive
end strong way. Most women in Womens Liberatior are middle-class anc
'educated', We ternd often to use a language and have attitudes not
immediately comprekensible to the majority of people. Sco, it is vital to
poeint out in the simplest terms to other womer and the bands "accused",
what it is exactly they are doing wrong - otherwise how are they even going

to want to change?

Chris Store

comment

Johnny's letter displays two typic-
o] reactions to feminist criticiem -
aggression and derision, For a
start, the oppression women have to
face goes slightly deeper than
having to.listen to songs lke 'Tits
Tits, Tits' at a Fabulous Poodles
concert, That was Jjust one more

of the millions of examples of
sexism in our society. Women have

a lot more to contend with than just
sexism in musid¥- which like all
'cultural' sexism, is merely an
expression of a deeper violence
perpetrated against wonel: every
day. I don't expect the Piranhas

to understand instinctively, but
if they are sympathetic towards
women who are trying to fight
against their repression, then they
could at least be more open to
criticism from feminists and not
react sc violently.

The letter f rom D.Rose was not
prirarily condemning the Piranhas
as sexists, it was more a quest-
joning of Brighton Voice's poliqy
towards sexism, However, while
we're on the subject, many women
dc find the Pirenhas music sexist,
like most male rock music, Take
for example one number of t he
Pirarhas called "ABORTION' - it
mey be a cordemnatiorn of back-
street abortion in thelr eyes,
but some of the lyrics on the
contrary seem to enjoy the
scualor because of the aggressive
and macho way in whick they come
accercss :(Lie or your back, let
me feel up your crack ?). The
over-al] impression a lot of
women get from this 1s ore of
males revelling in the goriness
ard violence of abortion, Maybe
their aim is true, but the Piravhas

like most male bands seem tc be sfill

caught up in sexist attituces and
means of expression,

As for D. Rose 'net being worth
a wank! = take this JohnNNYeeo e« o

"It is not the reaction tc seids
rcek which is hystericel - it's
the stuff itself, Most men in
rock have ar incredible, almost
meglomatic notion that the mingy
bit of scrag—-end dangling down
treir inside leg is a gun which
shoots silver bulletts, Really!!

I have yet to come accross a woman Who has suck a hysterical or retsr-
ded view of herself’, no matter how

anti-sexist or self-righteous sue
thi-sterical fexivisn! bul

may bes..e.Everyore these days 1is greering at ‘oo

First Natiornal Confererice Of

Siturday,7 October 1978:10.00 am {gay bachelorish ? ) mind”.
The Carltor Centre,Granville Julie Burcaill NME 23rd Sepbe

Road ,NWé
A ferinist on the BV collective,

N 1 S o R TR - FAGHGRA & ~
23 not even the awlleiit fraction ©

Independert Neighbourhood. ontrolled it seems) that goes intc usklog e of e
Advice Centres o

Sexism along with fascism is the end of

the hysteria with which sexist rock 1is received in intelligent querter:

f the mals hysteria (haowever cool ov
X ‘ L1 artiodae
a scared, repressed, old-manniskh
s&€ Arbhur Scargill -thedarling of
*  Une left's-peadl of 8 camment
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work etc |[alte

OMMUNITY TRANSPORT:
Resource Centre 15 seat
minibus/van & driver
Bton 607147

MERLIN: The Lewes Work Coll

Gardening,decoreting,

Tutoring,Mechanics etc, MASSAGE: introductory

(over 4C skills) 5 Mount CouPAEs & SITAVEE

El' LEWES. lewes Seih contact P.H.Bookshop |
MOULSECOOMEE CHII.LRENS '

28 no wankers please
DANCING TROUFE: VNorris NAT Ugg;ngH o & S Rh 3.1"&8 Sas
dancing etc for OAP's ; T

19 Wilbury Rd.,Hove
children's homes etc )

Appt.onl am.
Bton 691713 ppt.only 737357 (am.)

CRE JOY: Whole Foods SHIATSTJ:Reflexology,

e Sw=2disnh Massage, Bach
Catering Collective;19 o

flower remedies:Marck
dapmy Way, Shoreham. by Urbanowicz,The Palmeria
Sea., S'ham 623%C* ¥ . 2

| Clinic,6 Paleria Sq.,
ARTETY WITH THE VENTURAS: Hove.Btn. 34465 Apts.
Charily concert party , | L

: SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION
OAF clubs, childrens OF NATURAL HEALTH:Alterna-
homes.etc Btcen 75/35¢

tive medicine, self
groups

health care,Jenny Deal-
man, Infinity Foods,Nort
Rd., Btn.,603563
ANIMAL, ACTIVISTS:anti fact-
*ory farring etc. V.Smiil

386 Portland Rd,Hove,

L1348,
ANOREXIC ATID:1st Monday of LINK UP:Sussex Universiiy
month.Noreen 682054 or Student Comrurity
Penny 735362, Action 630380

EX KEEPERS ASSOCIATICN:  VMUSICIANS COLLEGTIVE:Johm,

Brighton & TLewes Division .
of Susse¥ Beekeepers.Lym Little Prestcn Street,
Hawkirs,1k The Lees,Peac- MuolC FOE SOCTALISM:contact
ehaven. Peace, L5270 a5 above.

BING CROSRY CLUB:73273%57 (EE'NATICNAL ABCR"TICN CAMPATIGN -
onl.y ) contact Womens Centre.,

BR1GHTCN HOSTEL:1€ Dorset N:C.C.L.: see 'Advice'
Garcdens.Soup r.n bottem FTROCECT ADVENTURY PLAY-
West St 1C-1lpm daily. GROUND (Fove):737357,
Help reeded, 682C89. 738712 or 411565,

BR1 GHTON SOCIETY :Enviromen- RESOURCE CENTRE:Top North
tal ercup.S. Montford 1C Rd, 607141 ,Basic resources
Clereriont Road. for the community:mee

BRUS USERS ACTICN GROUP:R. space,duplicating, screen
Sprigge, 7 Tivoli Road, printing,Communily Press,

rnativ T
‘medicine

ACUPUNCTURTST:J.P.Szott,
ALEXANDRA TECHNIQUE:S.J.
Scott,33 Surrenden Cr.,

LESBIAN GROUP:Jill,
31 Fraaklin Road,

696298.

Brighton Voice

BRIGHTON CHARTER:Raik &

u CART:PAPER OF THE ANTI-
B'ton.559379.Appt.only. kpac1gT, ANTI-FASCIST CO-

ORDINATING

LESBIAN NEWSLETTER(Btn.)

LIVE WIRE:Local womens
IMOVING TARGET:Btns.
QUEENSPARK :Paper for the

AYBILL:Newsheet of T&GWU

i{OLE EARTH:Alternative

Public House Bookshop, 21|11l Gecrge St,691318

1
“LOEWOMENS VOICE GROUP:based onKOCTALIST WORKERS'
Womens Voice paper. Sue,
21.C60.

ocToBER
: h1i;

Info

{ .

— —— -

shops

ANANTA:19 Bond St.0cds &
ends.Indian crafts,incen-
se etc.

BR1IGHTON HOSTEL SECP:Chari-
ty shep,105 Islingwocd Rd
Oren 10--4.Articles wanted

GREENS:Vegetarian Restaur-

R S . -

advice

AGF CONCERN:01d people's
welfare,Mon-Fri 10-12,30
& 2-4pm, 57 Ditchling Rd
B'ton 683275
IBIT BY BIT:Help & info
(voluntary social work
unit) 24hrs,27878.Visits
ant,7 Victoria Rd,27878. by app't only.Volunteers
Open 6-1llpm.Not 1n | wanted,
morrinings.Shut Tuesdays. JCANCER PREVENTION: (Area
| Health Authority) 23344
INFINITY :25 Ncrth Rd,6C256%|CITIZENS' ADVICF BUREAUX
FCOCD :Macrobiotie/whclefocd| B'ton:17 Ditchling Rise
suppliec.9.30-5,closed 601664, Mon-Fri 10-4pm &
Wed., Tues .6-8pm; 2 St Georges
BAKERY & PIE SHOF:9-5,Wed Place, Mon-=Fri 10-1lpm &
9-1. 20, 2-4pn. |
BULK STORE:Bulk supplies, § !ove: Town Hall (Tisbury
Tue-Sat 9.30-1,2-5. kd) 734811, Mon,Wed,Fri
KENP TOWK BOOKS:91 St Geo- | 10-1¢.30 & 12.15-4pm,
rges Rd.,Radical 1lit. ard |_ Lues,Thur 10-4pm.
new & seccrdrand becks. FAMILY PLAVYNING CLINIC:
PUELIC HOUSE BOOK SFOP:21 18/19 Weswern Rd 734258.
Little Preston St,283%57. ?ﬁwes,wan~vin &"Unlver_
Bocks,mags,records anrd %%ty_ﬁfdlth entre -
coffee.Baserenrt everts, : EC“‘Z3}44 )
Bi-morthly newsletter.New GAY bWIQCHHwAHL:IEfo &
musical catalogue out now ziz;fenigif3o‘ G-10pm
D CH - IS 1% 5 - W 11U o
L e e 0~ [HOUSING ADVICH CENTEE:

e R X e A (council) 73 Gra.:d Pde
gigligf; i dehida 29801. Mon-Fri 9-4.30

E , LABOUR WFEXLY ALVICE
ANT: 48 Gecrge St.Btn. 16430 3% T Dt oo
680733 Mon-Sat 11.350-5. o A

, Barry & Dave Hill, pros-
Al§c Fri & ?at.7.15-11. pective parliamentary
Bring own wine,

s candidates for Kemp Town
SOLSTICE BOOKSEOP: & Pavilion.

politics

ANT. #ASCIST CCMMITTEE:
¢/o 179 Lewes Rd. Bton.

ANTI NAZI LEAGUE: 1<
Little Newport St.London
London WC2

ANARCHIST COMMUNIST ASSK
69382

BIG FLAME -
6€ Ccmpton Road or phore
Btn. 72128% for details

papers

file Engineering Group
monthly bulletin; M. Per
kins, 1 Normanton Street

C'TTEE:A camp-
aigning paper,excellent,
nationwide, {'rom Public
House Bkshp.or Flat 3,5 of meetings etc.

Huntley SULOAREA. k-ONMUNIST PARTY G.B.

Bulk orders/donations | Sec:F.Coffin,95a

St George's Rd.(€67336)
MEETINGS:1st. Tues of
moritk. at 125 Gloucs. Rd
7+45pm.phone for details
OMMUNIST PARTY OF ERITAIN

t (ML):37 Gloucs.Rd.68440L

COOPERATIVE PARTY, 3ton:

86 London R4d,683076.
Hove:J.Cettell, 29,
Foredown Drive,Pcrtslade

FAETAN SOCIETT:G.Forbes,

66 Neadow Way,Burgess
Hill. Tel.963.43723

LABOUR FARTY:Bton:17/9 Lewes
Rd. €6C2592. Sec M.,EHill
22 Port Hall P1,55/.04
Hove: 40 Cowper st. Sec
J.Cattell 29 Foredovmn
Dr. Pcrtslade.
Lewes:3,North St.lewes
Lewes L5172,

TEERAL FARTY:Bton Pavilior
F.Hix,143a Westerr. Rd.
27960(day ) 26560( e vening)
Bton Kemp Town, A, Framptor
32 Brownleaf Rd. 36817

3 i:sues/yr. News,reviewd
letters,poetry,stories- )
60p.or 3sae's to:News-
letter,Flat 1,9 ot.
Michaels Place Btn.

paper,Dorotiny 44 Queens
Park Rd.Btn.

film
mag,from good bkshps.&
B.F.T.c/o 84 Brading Rd. |

Queens Park aresa; 18
Windmill St. Btn.

1/402 Btn.&Hove District
Busmen, from Conway St.
Deopot. Hove

techrology,organic living
local erviromertsl actior

THIS SPACE IS
FRAEE. WHY

NOT VSE Hove & Portslade: ) THaERlgar S%. Dt LFGAL % WELFARE INFO DESK:
B J.McCormack,1l Wellington] 2lternative books & mags | ynj.q gal1l, Air St.
Ave,Hove. 738L462. basement reading room. Saturdays 10-4pm
GD LIBERTAETAN COMMUNIST Tel. 692880 I TBRARIES: do not offer

SIMPLE SUPPLIES:Whole foods
recycling, publications
etc. ,enviromental centre.
£ GeOrgs St.Btn.691318 info also ovzilable.
Mon-Sat. 2. 50-5. 0. YATIONAL CCUNCIL FCR CIVII
Closed Thur.,Fri to 6.30, LIRTETITS (SUSSEX )E89385

SUNRISE RESTUARANT: -6 or c/o Public House

advice hut wave books
which will inform, you of

GROUP: €89897
NEW COMMUNIST PARTY
M. Cheplin, 83 Edbur.

Avenue,Brighton

A FNS LIERERATICN :Meet
escurce Centre every ird
Monday.For infc: 605911,

vour rig*ts. Community

PARTY
19 Elm Grecve,Eton, 687848
OUNG CCMMUNISTS(ETON)

562172, playercup,directery of
CAMPATGN FOR HOMCSEXUAL meeting spece ané much

EQUALTITY:202930 8-lcpr e

daily. RIGHT TO WCRK CAMPATIGN: 19
CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR = Elr Grove, 6E€78L48,

DI SARMAMENT: 28633 SeM.A.C.H,5.:132 Ledysmith

OMMUNITY ARTS WCRKSHOP: Roed, 602900,

WORKFES EDUCATIONAIL ASSOC:

CeMurray,c/o 16 Waterloo
St.Fove.Bton 73383
YOUNG LIBERALS: c/c 1r
D.Rogers,8 Guilford st.
Bton., 26071
YOUNG SOCIALISTS (L.P.)
Btcn P, Brrne,6l Coleman

tirling Smith,211 Queens

ark Rosd, 6E065L.

WOPKEES MUSIC ASSOCIATICN:
Basement.28 Livingston
Rd. Hove

WORK HAZARDS GROUF:Tnf'c anc.

i R@.Btn.Whole f?Od’ Bockshop (see. 'SHCOPS')
vegetarian.Run by Friendsl,ppoyancy ADVISORY SERVICE
v Suarr IR ot
i : counselling, abortions,
& Sat 12-6 & ?-1me’ vasectomies, Wistons,138
THREE ROOMS CAFE:14 Dyke Rd. 509726

Blatchington Rd, Hove.  IpENT TRIBUNAL:rent dis-
Vegetarian cafe.Mon-Sat.

Dance,drema,mine ,music. . SOCIALIST ENVIROMENTAL

B. Bennett, 3256kL. RESCUKCES ASSOC. (SERA):
ENTERTATNMENTS every Thu- S°¢¢lalist solutions for a
reday, Queens Head ét£d11 Just & sustainable society.
St, 8;30pm¢ K.Beuret 301 E.Slope Sussex

ONFERENCE OF SOCTALIST  Urdversity or 31083.
ECONOMI+TE:K. Smitk, 1C
Werleighk Road.,

FEDEEATICN OF TENANTS
ASSOCTATICNS (B'TON): 77
Swanboroughk Flace,

FR1ENDS CENTRE:Meeting
Place wilk F.E. classes,
16 Ship Street, 27835,

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH:

Mergaret McIlroy,32 Over |
696125,

FRIFNTE OF THE WESTERNM

SCCIETY FCE ANGLO CHINESE
UNDERSTANDING:D. Furci,l?
Berkeley Row,Lewec,2L1L.

SUSOSEX COUNTY SKATEBECAERD
ASS0C: 737357,

TREADES COUNCIL:Coordinating
grcup of local trades
uniorns affiliated to the
TUC. Andy Durr,?235 Diich-
ling Road, 505314,
LABOUR HISTORY PRCCECT &

BUDDHI ST ORLEE:Ycga,lect- LAPOUR HISTORY PRESS: as
ures etc.Beginners medit- 3b0Ye° |

ation Mon 7.]5. 19 G-e()l"é_';GTR'ABE‘(’ & LABOUR CLUPB:
Street, 693571. Meeting place for trezdes |

GAY CHR1ST1ANS:Martin, urionists,16 Leves Rd,
680868. 601]C]: ‘ :
'1GAY RURAL. ATD & INFC TRANSPORT 2COC:Kevin

NETWORK(GRAIN ) : Clyde UN¥5251§15%$NEEXEESC§X§§;;f
Oliver, 69 Norih St,Lewef ' ) i 3

GAY TEACHERS:David or Bcb, gifgy 28§§§ébl Surrenden
7338580 g i ®

: WEST Pl1¥E SCCIETY :John
JORGE SJREE‘ . 1@ 4 &
i S ARDA BUCAREE Lloyc,5 Belle Vue Garcens

Save George St Campaign)

= : 605705,
homera Aoaarny, [ Selne yggn HILL COMMUNITY ASSOC:
cl't.ello, 2[00 Te1:21359-

INGERBREAD:Self help pres-
sure group for one parent
families. Besement, 6
Merlborough Place,774087.

HANOVER. COMMUNITY ASSOC:

Southover St, self-build
community centre,€88380. woygn FIGHT RAFE GROUE:
OUSING CO-OP:meet 1st Tue. rtact Womens Centre.
every month, 8pm Resource wogpxs CENTRE:at beck of
Qentre. Resource Centre, Open:
HUN™ SABOTEURS ASSOCIATICN:  pye yed,Thu,Set: 11-2 &

Vince Smitk, 386 Poriland Tue,Wed 6.30-8.C0C.
Rd,Hove. L411L8L. Pregrency tests,rights

KINGSCLIFFE CONSERVATICN etc. 605911.

SOCLEIY:Ns N. Marlew, 18 woMpNS INTERNATIONAL LEAGUF

IRLERIC Oripet, FOP. PEACE & FRFEDOM: 6646C

62)60L and Lewes L4161.

WIDOWS CLUB:4, Tiveli Cres.
Dyke Rd. Meet 8pm L4th Wed
each month, Uniterian
Hall, New Rosd.

WOMEN AGATINST .FASCISM
AND RASCISM: 219L7 -

WCRKING ASSCGC OF MOTHEES: 299

WORKING WEEKENDS ON OEGANIC

YOUNG UNEMFLOYED'S CLUB:

putes, security of ten-
ure etc.137 Preston Rd.
Btn. 506381
RIGHTS CENTRE(Btn):Advice
on legal problems.Central
Free Church Queens Sq.
cards. 10-5.dally. Btn.2492 Tue5.30-7.30.
WORKERS BOOKSFOP(Btn. ) Thur12.30-2.5.30-7.30.
Mar'x:Lst—Lean:Lst classic COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL.
% working class history. Advice on problems/difs.
Sat.only 9-5. 37 Glouc.RAQ ,s4h the N.H.S.
Btn.684L0L. Btn.33824,Hove 71186
I.D. CHARITY SHOP: 38 [ SAMARITANS:For those in
North St. Open 9.30-5.30 despair.Btn.772277(24hr)
Erticles wanted. Hove 102 Clarendon Rd.

V@@@E @E | SUATTERS AND TENANTS ADV-

TSORY SERVICE:Advice to
NOTE: ALL SHOPS ON 'SHOPS' LIST SELL THE VOICE

homeless & those with
housing problems.c/o
Resources Centre.Nrth.Rd

LONDON RD, NEWSTAND (by Sainsbur:s WOMENS AID:Refuge for

BOOKS: 80b ST JAMES STREET / battered Women-506325

SUGDEES 16 ST GECRGES RD. K.T.

HOVE: T&GWU CONWAY ST BUS LCEFO

FALMER:

POLY BOOKSHOF (COLL OF EDUCATION)

UNIVERSITY BOOKSHOP (MAIN COUNTER)

HILLS NEWSAGENTS (UNIVERSITY)

WHOLE EARTH BOCKSTALL

St.or 6C1559. Hcve: '
B.North, 53,Blatchington
Rd. Lewes: A,Bryant,16
Willow Walk, Newhaven

resocurces on health anc
safety at work.Meet Mons.-
at Resource Centre.68
Compton Road, 6656302,

10-3.Tel. 779933
WINDHORSE BOOKSEOF:19

George St.Btn.Buddhism,

books,Indian clothes,

Linca Kinsella,b51341, gifts,candles,incense,

Baby sitting,sccial

events,creche etce. FREE SCroOL

MEETING : TTuuxdfy
Sty October, Epm.

3O Denmark Vilas,
Hove. (side enhance) o

Phone 70302 3

FARNS :Den Pynches,56 High
St,Lewes, 6286,

Wecs,11,.2%20-2,.Institute
Queens Scuare,

BRIGHT ON
CONSTABLE'S:NEW ENGLAND RD.
CHURCHILL SQUARE NEWSSTAND.
MARVANS : BEACONSFIELD RD.
COLEMANS : DITCHLING ROAD
SCCFIELD: 4L LEWES RD

TOBIAS STORES:167 ELM GROVE
JENKINS: FRANKLIN ST.

——
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B righton
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B'EPECIAL REPORT HOME DEFENCE ‘SPECIAL REPORT HOME DEFENCE SPECIAL REPORT HOME DEFENCE SPECIAL REPCRT HONE DEFENCE SPF

Each Unit is comprised of 1 Detec.tive THE ARMY -
Inspector,a Seargent and 17 Detectiwe " - READY

Constablesgthey act as a fast,tight-

knit and highly mobile team, In 1976

FOR A HOME OFFENSIVE

the first year all 4 operated they
made only 60 *raids®,but secured
138 arrestse.

The most important force in The Military are particulary
In addition there is a rolling - safeguarding the security in an important as they own not only the o4 s
nrogramne of instruction in emergency is the Army,The County heavy firepower,but also a widespread The Brlt] Sh Sta.te has always laid contingency °
. - . o Y ure 3 1 . ®
survelllance techniques, a trainsd FANNIERTE WAE GRDSIMS. . We0)S . have network of semi-secure bases in all plans to ensure its survival. Primary justification for
'Close Protection' squad and a military representative on itj,and the local communities-the TAVR
facilities for the training of over 1f physical florce were needed troops centres,These centres were crucial in these has been the threat posed to state security by
60 officers of all ranks in 'Special  COuld be summroned via the Cormanding  smashing the Firemens strike,end will a foreign power., Predictably these plans have
Operations'.The force also seconds Officer of S.E.District at Aldershot. almost certainly be used again in a i . ; At
10 officers anually to the Special similiar situation, rarely beer. used for that purpcse, but

Until 1977 the incumbent of this
post was Lt.General Sir A.James ot e S
Wilson KBE MC.This gentlemen wes NIl

mentioned in dispatches for services
rendered to colonial interests in
Kenya(1954/55)and later Cyprus.He
served in all the major colonial
trouble spots in the post war period

Easingwold HD College and similar except Northern lreland.As Commanding

- - - " ; - . Officer S‘E.. DiStriCt he WOUld
training establishments in Hampshire Sk it
Wiltshire and Kent.For 197/ these i ?matlca. s s i
Regional Military Commander during a

state of emergency.Fror the Army
lists it appears that Sub-Region 61
would enjoy the services of Brigadier
D.M.Pontifex as Military Commander,
Ir: all 1likeihood Lte.Cole.R.D.Smart
would be sent to County Hall Lewesy
to provide '2)4 hour Military advice!
In case of a widespread strike he
would act to ensure the security of

BrancheAn integral part of Senior
officers work is thelr obligatory
attendance at Anti-Terrorist and
Home Defence Seminars. In 1970 over
60 persoanel of Inspectorate rank

and above,spent 1 day or more more in
ansi-terrorist training.Thirteen
attended seminars on Home Defence at

heve beern activated to guard against

v ' That right, our (el
X, - : :

X " . - t) )\I
\ pay rise hinge. ds

- Sett This repcrt outlines the
() productivity ”

state's plans for supp-

ressing dissent

in the South | o '
Easte ‘

g ' ’ ‘l
Colnbrook | Y/ ¢/ . g

Longford /
13044 Rl
Slough f
() (M 4)

figures increased to 76 and 22
respectively,

Senior officers are also involved in
an increasingly large degres of
intellectual training,We now live in
a 'post Marksist'! era of a different
and worrying kind,where coppers are
not only working reactionaries but
thinking reactionaries.Thus in one ; :
year senior ranks were obliged to transport and communicationse PP R e
attend ani organise courses on Initially their police role would be ‘ o e

'Oar Violent Society','War Duties', low profile but there is no doubt between. the Civil Authcority and

A : LRy : Milit Power,1t LS
A Tl R a e A that in a serious dispute they would Pnliczr%ouige;eliei:z?ci;?:tfsie

N e 4 | baal® sation' DP€ introduceil, : .
Relations' and tactical 'Negotiation’, . -uce ! , calling in the Arny for additionsal
Initially their job would be to guard policing COVEre However for

The state has not resclly made clear

1t 1s becoming increasingly clear key depots and sensitive goverrmert Nk did s . St

that the Police have a formulated esiabl?shments.However ev?dence of 133_2:%g;%ezgizdizzc%tfig ffg ;i&a

St view.of AR, TS sugge?ts o the.Arny EBee ?ts cris;é eﬂsuréd tﬂat the c;vilia

They have realised thét they are more p91101ng.r916 ser10u§1y,es ecially authority has appesred publicly to be

than a neutral force in our society rzot.tra?nlng.(See picture )The i1 control,while in fsct the three RESTRICTEQ.

and accepted willingly that they TerrlPorlal Army Volunteer Recerve agencies heve acted in concert.

exist to enforce and perpetuate an (TAVR )trains for this and keeps b [ —

oppressive and exploitative system. stocks locally of riot-shields, Once the Military is on the streets THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT TO BE
batons,and metal-tipped pick-axe the picture of control changes and COMMUNICATED, EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, TO THE

We can be sure that Sussex Police are handles.Otviously these are intended deployment becomes the function of PRESS OR TO ANY PERSON NOT AUTHORISED TO RECEIVE IT

being fully prepared for their for use ageinst a non-military enemy, the Regional and Sub-Regional Military L .

counter insurgency role,and that they Ccmmander,and only technically subject

to the approval of Regional and

can draw on a variety of tactics and |
| Sub-Regional Commissioners,

equipment that Yakes them beyond
their traditional work., It appears
from the evidence of the Chief
Constables Report that their new
role and the skills that go with it
have been aquired at a rgpid rate,

It seems certain that our very own
Chief Constable George Terry would
have overall control of Region 61's
Police Force,and that as Regional
Police Commander designate he is keen
to ensure that his force are the
crack troops in putting down
incipient public disorder,Clearliy the
Sussex Police Force is, despite
Mr.,Terry's constant plea for more men,
8. formidable public order force with
considerable resources at its disposal.

"VRBLISH IKT O
Neo $0, OcT 13. 7 VICTORIA
TRANKS TO Surs&Ex UN/

Legal niceties have never worried the )
state in crisis,as was shown in the
firemens dispute when Troops were
deployed 'illegally'.So we can expect
that once the Troops are in operation
they would become,as in Northern
Ireland the dominant force.in society

3) eege Municipal Yearbook 1973, p.69

éhg Report to Bedfordshire C.C. Public
Protection Committee, 24/3/76.

(5) Berkshire C.C. Peacetime Emergency

. Plans 1974, Dede

(6) Quoted in Public Service and Local
Government Appointments. 24/6/7L.

S (7) Report to E.Sussex C.C. Public

References:- Protection Committee, 16/10/75.

' neath the Cit pibali
(1) zi;ZZtgaugéiéiinea:97g ep ZOE (8) Municipal Yearbook,1976. p.65.
) ® L & - ®

(2) C.Bruce Sibley, Surviving (9) Chief Constables Report,1976. p.36.
Doomsday, Shaw &Sons, 1977.p.11(10)Municipal Yearbook,1977. p.69.
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& HOME DEFENCE SPECTAL REPORT HOWE D

S

But Whose Emergency ?

Every county and Metrecpolitan
- borough ncw has an Emergency
Planning Officer and planning team.
They are part of a nationel
emergency handling system ccntrolled
by the Home Office in conjurction
with the Ministry of Defence and
cther Government Depertments.,
The Emergercy Planning system is
designed to handle any type of
upheaval,althcugh it has two main
cencerns,One is natural disasters-
- floods,earthquekes,hurricenes etc,The
other is any human generated
disruption of the status quc,usuelly
precicteld by the Governmeni as
coming frcm a nuclecr war,

In fact the emergercy plans(and in
particular the Home Defernce plans
for the "nuclear war")can be and
have beer used to supress major
werking class revolts,suck as the

1926 General Strike and the Firemanc
Strike,

History of
repression

The modern system originates from
the plans drawn up by Sir Eric Geddes
after the First World War. These
were‘to'be uséd by the governments
of Lloyd George and Baldwin in an
attempt to defeat the industrial
militancy shown by workers from

1919 to 1926,

Under the Geddes plan the country
was divided into 11 main *egions
with 5 subsidiary Regions, After
the declaration of a state of
emergency these Regions were to
become mini-states headed by a
District Commissioner. On taking
up his post the Commissioner
assumed the full powers invested
in the Crown and established a
Military Colonial style government
operating martial law,

With the development in the 1940's
and early 50's of the Atomic and
Nuclear borbs Home Defence priorities
were re-assessed and a Civil Defence
Corp developed, This large (100,000
strong) volunteer organisation
flourished until 1968 when the Labour
Government scrapped it because
nuclear attack no longer seemed
likely, Hore Defence was "mothballed"
and put on a "Care and Maintainance"
basis. However the incoming Tory
government re-discovered its
impcirtance to national security‘and
set about revitalising the structure,

The Tories main concern was to

create a cheap rational system under
-tight central govermment control,
Thu¢ a speclel Frergency Services
Division,the sinister F.6 was set up

within the Home Office. This issuecs
directives and instructions to Local
Authorities and administers training
and.finance.Thpse enable the Home

Office to maintain ccntrol over
Emergency Plarnring ur.dertaken by the
Lecal Avthorities,ecspecially since
th.ree-quarters of the fundirg cones
direct froo F.6, The Local Gevmto
reorganisabion enabled,in 1974 ,a
streaa.lirirg cf the Regions from

11 to 10 (with 6 sub-regions) in
line wiih bcundary cheanges.This
sirultenecvsly tied in with the

UK Arpy Disuricts,Brcadcasting

regions,Police and Health Authorities,

The Local Govmt.Act empowered each
Cour.ty to appcint an Emergency
Planring Officer with a team of L.
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They were giver responsibility for
creating a Ccunty War plan and
preparing Counties and Districts
for war and peacetime emergencies.
These are to eneble Courty anc
District Councils to function
autonomously during a state of
emergency in the 3 or 4 week period.
before Regional Goverrmerts are
established, This is the period when
the security of government and state
will be sevely tested,and wher the
Erergercy Planning Teams work will
assume its greatest impcrtance,

East Sussex is part of Regior 6
Sub-Region 61 with Kent,Surrey and
West Sussex, Its a thinly disguised
secret that ultimately we would be
geverned frem a Regicnel HQ at
Dover Castle in Kent, Whe would be
Regiorzl Cormissioner? It must be
somecne capable of meking life zngd
death decisions,who has had some
exrerience of goverrnmént upto Junior
Ministerial level.The paucity of
candidates in the South East makes .
Bowcer. and Amery serious contenders.

Regional Government Control

Centres

B
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Why Home Defence ?

The Threat Of NucléarWar...

The usual explanztion for the
existence of Home Defence (HD) is

that it is a necessary counter to
the threet of nucleer attack. How

satisflactory an explanatior is this?
How plausible in terms of governrment
decisions and policy?

Peter Laurie (1) estimetes thet the
corstruction of smell shelters
similar to those used in the last
war would protect upto 90% of those
pecple near an attack of 1 to 5
Megaton nuclear missiles.

Alternatively we could make dc by
painting our windows white and
taking cover under the stairs.
However if the eremy decides to
deploy 25 Megator. missiles we stand
no chance ard ought to kiss our
arse goodbye, Russia is believed to
have 288 missiles capable of
delivering 25 MT warheads. (?)

In the face of this the goverament
has mede no attempt to corstruct
new shelters or the deep shelters
necessary to protect the mass of
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the pcpulation from a 25 Megaton
attack. Indeed from 1968 grants were
made available for the demeclition of
old shelters.However from that date
grants were made to Local Authorities
for cepital expenditure on building
secure Wartime and altermative War
HQ's,complete with 'hardencd’
ccrmurications svstems,

Ever if the system has beern cesigned
with nuclear attack in mind is there
any reasor why it cculd nct alsc be
used against any internal threat.

A curscry inspeciion of HD rhetoric
reveals thet the state's fecar of
internal discrder i- never far from
emergency plarrers thoughtse “or
ex=mple Frank Rain~-illen (HD Planrer
‘or the GLC) commrernted that

"As there is muck commern ground
betweer. war planring =nd h
preparations needed for .ealing with
a major peacetime emergenc; or
aturel disaster, the advantages in
creating a closer relationship then

- hitherto,for the different emergencics
‘0“ pcece and war were commerded" (3)

"Peacetime emergency'! could refer to
fire,flocd,0il pollution, Flixboro!,
aircrach etc.,but equally it could
be strikes,demcrstrations,pickets,

P A

.....
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sit-ins,civil disotecience,or
revolution. A point mede

bty the Bedfordshire Emergency
Plarning Officer to his County
Ccuncil,he wrote:-

"There is sometimes only a very
merginal line between the physicel
acts of extremists and actual acts
of ware" (4)

... Subversion

There is no doubt that the Home
Office does perceive political
disserit as a major ‘peacetime
emergency', In its secret _circular
to Locsl Avthorities,Police and
Fire Chiefs (ES3 1973),it defined

PENCE SPECIAL R

PICKET LINE PRACTICE

the object of HD as being
", .set0 secure the United Kingdom.
against any internal threat",.

The question for us to consider 1is
what of our cu rently legitimate
political activities do the
authorities perceive as a threat and
thus become subject to the working
brie” of Fmergency Planning Oi'ficers
A selectiorn bzlow of comments &

1isted —ontingencie: from War and
pescetime cmcrgency plans make this
clezar.

The Be kshire County Council
Peacetime Emerc-ercy Plan prepsred in
1974 Lists 7 speciiic situations in
which Emergency Services would
oper=te Th ce include the usual fire
flood,etcs,but th: Bthe is "Th
disrurtion o’ essenti-! serv'cesg/
onsurer ervices," In detailing the
nat re of this disruption the plan
carefully avoids using the word
strike,vet describes it az one which
"Can last several days or even weceks
and produce widespread ancC. serious
problems to the local authority
servicecs," The disruptions are also
descride as being of a "national
character",leading to a "shortage

i

ard difficu.ty in procuring the

basic needs of life,ie. heat,lightin-

and food.," The report coyly notes:-
"There is usually a period in which
preparatory action can be taken" (5)
Clzariy the plans are for use
against local and general strikess

With the deepening of the
current economic and poiitical
crisis each new response by the org-
anised working class movement .
arpears to be redefined as subversive
of the national interest. Thus the
words subversive and subversion have
been open to considerable redefinit-
Son in the recent years. In 1963
Lord Denning's ‘'official' definition
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for subversives made the issue clear
They were people who,

" .would contemplate the overthrow
of government by unlawful means."
(Crnd, 2152 HMSO 1963 para 230)

Merlyn Rees recently chose to up-
date and redefine subversion as

" .,activities which threaten the
safety or wellbeing of the state and
are intended to undermine or over-
throw parliamentary democracy by
political, industrial or violent
means." (Hansard, 6/4/78)

These two definitions are clear-
1y the product of very different
political circumstances and needs.
The first is at least capable of
fairly narrow ..d precise interpret-
ation based on statute and common
law., The seco:d as Robin Cook MP
has argued,

" .is in no way restricted to
unlawful activities.,." and acts as
an ", ..invitation to the police
forces who police ‘his concept of
subversion to stick their noses
into any form of political or inc-
ustrial activity."

This is the broad brief within
which the Emerg rncy Planners con-
struct THEI: actio~ plans. The
sick joke is that these plans are
created under the guise of protect-
ing us from nuclear attack (which
they couldn't). Instead it trans-
pires that they are there to prot-
ect us from ourselves- the state
from the people-- and basically
because we are exercising hard
fought-for rights of currently leg-
jtimate political protest. But it
seems that the, state without making
us criminals, is now making us sub-
versives; an ‘unknown criminal
offence, We now constitute such

a threat thet /iir Marshall Sir
Leslie Mavor, principal of the .

Home Defence College,Easingwold,
felt compelled to complain about the

lack of interest shown in Home
Defence by some local authorities to
whom "...the full possibility of
the present internal threat is only
just sinking in."

....or Strikes.

Also published in 1974 were Essex
Coun*tv Council's peacetime emergency
plans,these go much further and
actually admit their strike breakin
role.A local government journal (6)
reviewed the plans under the

‘headline !'STRIKES THE RIGGEST THREAT

SAYS BESSEX'.The journal quoted Essex
Emergency Planning Oi'ficer Group
Captain Bowen as saying that the
heaviest demands on emergency
services would come ",..not arcer a
fire,crash or natural disaster but
after strikes by public service
workers." He admitted that this would
be strike breaking,but asked
emotively "Do we just stand pack
saying this is an industrial dispute,
we must not get involved? Or do we
carry out our responsibilities to
the old,the sick and the lames" This


would.be

=
o
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moral.dilemna is shown for its
transparency in the Plans conclusion
which reminds us of "...the
importance to the economy of
maintaining comnunications services

and their vulnerability to indastrial
action as shown in the postal strike",

Bssex C.C, were happy that their plan

was 'sufficient for the nurpose' and
noted the need for a permanent group
to advise on comranications, They

called for the establishment of large

stocks of alternative fuel supplies.
The full strike breaking egquipment]

It there was ever any doubt about

the repressive potential. of emergency
planning those of W2s%t Sussex finally

dispel them. Listed as a 'major
incident' in which the Counties
Imargency Services would o2 called
upon is 'SERIOUS PUBLIC DISORDER'.
Curiously the briefing document does
10t describe the nature or cause of
the disorder,nor does it outline the
action plan to deal with it. However

the documen* doses indiczcate the me thod

used for calling for Police and Army
intervention and give their dutles.

EAST SUSSEX:

How It Affects Us

Emergency Plarning is authorised
by 1972 Lecal Govt Act section 138

which requires each County to
establish an Emergency Planning
Team, Their job is firstly to draw
up a liason plan for the County at
war and during the peacetime emerg-
encies. This takes the form of a
document which outlines the respon-
sibilities of each of the Local
Authority departments and designates
certain tasks to Chief Officers. The
declaration of a major emergency in
peace or war effectively means the
end of democratic government, such
as it is. County councils then
assume total control for government
in their area, while the Regional
Governments are being established.
Pcwer is concentrated in the hands
of the Chief Executive - in our

case Ron Beechev, who would become
County Controller. He would
co-ordinate the local state's plan
of repression from the bunker in
County Hall, theWARTIME HEADQUARTERS.
This is currently the home of the
Emergency Planning Team., It houses

a large control room and a communic-
ations centre. Additional rooms are
allocated to the Police,Fire and
Army Chief's, and a special Press
briefing room,

The County Controller would call
together a 'local cabinet'! of chief
officers comprising of the District
Controllers (i.e. people like local
Fuhrer Reg Morgan), Police Chief
George Terry, Fire Officer E.H.
Whittaker who would be supported by
the Chief Officers of the most
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important departments. Their titles
would change:-

EMERCENCY POST

Ccentroller R. Beechey

. Deputy Ccntroller G.C. Chilc

| Assistant Controller J.McWhirier

- Legal Officer
Information Officer J.N. Allen
Works E.S.Crernock
Operations & Intelligence A.Thorburn
Welfare/Czre of Hcme-
less/Billeting D. Allen
FcoC & Supplies J.R, Jcnesg
Lebour P.H. Wood
Financial Officer J JUr.sworth
Fuels Reguisitioning P. Allen

Otviously most posts ere

crezted with wertime planning

in mind, but cculd be relevant

in a2 politicel or civil crisis.

A support group would be permanently
present at County H.Q. comprised of
renresentatives from Police,Army
(Joint Services Liason Officer),

D.H.S.S..Dept of Enviroment,Min. of
Agriculture & Fish/Food,Dept of
Trade & Industry,Water Authority,
Post Office, and Dept of Employment.

Communications

The nerve centre for the whole
operation will be in the wartime HQ
County Hall (Centre Block Floor H).
In this is housed a complex set of
interlocking communications systems.
This keeps Cointy Emergency Control
in contact during an attack with:
Home Office,Regional HQ at Dover
Castle;Police HQ at Malling House,
Lewes:S.E. Army District HQ at
Aldershot. They use tiue existing
Fire and Police Service Communic-
ations Radio network and Telephone
link., In addition they have what is
described as a 'Private wire to
telephone and teleprinter circuits'
and a U,H.F., radio link with Home
Office relay centres. These, a
committee noted, "...may be prot-
ected and manned in special
circumstances." Mobile communic-
ations units are available from
the Surveyors Department and
a battery back-up is stored in case
of power failure. Most County
Councils have a standby HQ which
comes into operation if No.l is
threatened., East Sussex doesn't
at present apvear to have one.
Candidates for possible sites could
be Brighton's Town Hall, or defence
proof Hove, but perhans more likely
is the growing Police complex at

Malling House Lewes,
The full significance of emergen-

cy planning has not gone unnoticed
by the Conservative Party. On their
return to power in 1970 they put HD
back on the map, clearly recognising
its importance in maintaining law
and order. Heath had sufficient
faith in the system to activate 1t
when he declared a state of emerg-
ency during the miners strike,
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CURKFNT OFFICE

Chief Executive

Ccunty Secretary

Chief Erergency Planning
Officer

County Secretary's Deputy
Ckief Libraricn

Technicel Services,
Engineering/Surveying
Planning

Director Sccial Services
Chief Education Officer
Crhief Personnel Officer
Finance

Consumer Prctection
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file a report to central government.
We only know that emergency planning
came into use because the "Argus"
was informed of a special emergency
powers committee meeting, This is

the ONLY'democratic! element in the
structure, The committee comprises
of 3 County Councillors in whom the
Council, after a state of emergency
has been declared, vests its power.
But the Covnty Controller is obliged
only to report to them the actions
he has taken. The three members are
invariably chosen frcm the ruling
party and are the Chairpersons of
the strategically important Council
Committees, Currently our democrat-
ic element comprises David Green

Dry Run For Dictatorsh

It seems likely that it provided
the blue print for the local auth-

The Fireman’s Strike,

(Policy anc. Resources) Robert Mitch-

.‘{.‘1 (County Council Chairperson)

d Geoffrey Theobald (Public Pro-
tection). With their record can we
expect these gentlemen to safeguard
against undemocratic excesses?

EPORT HOM
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McFerret and Sparks are well
qualifiied to do this.

McWhirter was for 28 years a mem-
ber of Kent, and later Sussex Const-
abulary. He reached the rank of
Chief Super. (4th rank down) and
becane involved in Home (0ft'ice work-
ng parties on Home Deflence and
Transpo-~l, For Sussex police, he
was comrander of Traffic and Commun-
icasions aand became responsibles for
major incident planning in conjunct-
ion with th2 local authorities.,

TIike all senior Sussex police offic-
ars he trained with the Special
Branch and attended Easingwold Home
Defence College and police counter
insurgency cours:=s,

His deputy, Sparks, served with
Sussex Police for 30 years, leaving
at the rank of Inspecgor having :
specialised in Traffic and Communic-
ation and moved with McWhirter,
While these two gentlemen may have
been a little slow in alerting the
public to the imminent threat of
nuclear war,they haven't been slow
to secure the County from terrorist
attacks,or in designing a new
security system for all of County
Hall entrances.Nor have they flinched
from protecting stal'f from the
nunerous demonstrationa,which they
now have responsibility for handling,
Lately their brief nas been extended
even further to enable them to evict
the homeless who are forced into
squatting County Council property.

There is something else a little
curious about the activities of
Mr.McWnirter.Until 1975 he'd never
joined a Union,however in his first
year at Couaty Hall he joined NALGO
and very quickly became a sector rep
for Management Services.This carries
with it a position on the East Sussex
Branch Executive,Last November he was
not re-elected,somsthing which upset
the plucky Scot.Consequently he
suggested to his friend Peter Swan
(a well established Nalgo bureaucrat)
that he be appointed to ths Executive
under a little used and obscure
Branch Rule 22(a)(vii).This enables
the Executive to appoint upto 3

P 1 . : 3 °
orities during the firemen's strike ‘Our Emergency Plaﬂﬂlng Officer former Executive members,something

It certainly did in East Sussex
where it was used to break the
strike, R. Beechey, the county's
chief executive, ascsembled the local
war cabinet, assumed the role of
County Controller and brought into
operation the Wartime HQ in County
Hall, It is his responsibility to

call in the military and co-ordinate
the services from the Control Room,

This was the first actual use cf
the system at local level and
was viewed as & great success,

Little is known of the operation;
there is no reference to it in the
Public Protection Committee minutes
and yet it is known that a secret
report on the operation exists as
Local authorities are obliged to
record and measure the effectiveness
of their emergency preparations and

\\~.

Meet gerial Scet, Mr John
McWhirter (no relation), the ccunt-

er insurgercy planner (EFC) for East
Sussex, What dces he do? Well his

brief is extensive., Not only to
produce emergency war plans, "..but
also to prepare schemes to deal with
a wide variety of peacetime emergen-
cies for itself and District Coun=-
atla." {(7)

Thus McWhirter anc his deputy R.W.J.
Sparks are charged with producing
master plans. To date these have
never seen the light of day. They
exist only onpaste-up sheets in box
files in the County wartime HQ.
During a ‘'war' situation McWhirter
would be the County Controllers
(Beechy) chief advisor, and act as
liason officer between services
housed in the 'bunker', Both

which is done often as a token of
Branch gratitude to long serving,
long suffering stalwarts who haven't
been re-elected.

Voice readers might be forgiven for

feeling that Mr.McWhirter doss not

- qualify for this acolade.Maybe there

is another 'Branch' that he has
served,which his Union colleagues
have got conflused with East Sussex

Nalgo.

It would be unfair to say that
Mr.McWnirter is a Special Braach
informer;but he was a senior officer
in the Sussex Constabulary,he did
undergo Special Branch training,
attend Home Defence Counter
Insurgency courses at Easingwold,is
an expert in communications and
intelligence and does know members
of the Special Branch.
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Moreover he does appear to know a lot
about Nalgo members politics.We

wonder how and why? TRADES UNIONISTS
BEWARE'

‘Hearts and Minds’'

The psychological battle for the
'hearts and minds' of the people is
a central part of the Home Defence

)
-
x

" strategy.During an emergency like a

general strike or nuclear attack the
state would take direct control of
the media and information services.
TV and Radio would then be run by the
War Time Broadcasting Service(WIBS).
Its work is defined in the Army
Manual as "...the planned use of
propaganda in support of our military
action or presence designed to
influence the opinions,emotions,
attitudes and behaviour of enemy,
neutral and friendly groups."

A 'psycops' job,or as the GLC's
E.P.0O. put it "The aim would be to
achieve maximun impact with the
highest degree of comprehension."(8)

In Sub-Region 61 we have 2 major
radio stations,at Brighton and in the
Medway.In an emergency the area they
cover would be extended and they mom
would be linked in with a radio
studio housed in the Sub-Regional HQ
at Dover Castle.For as long as the
security allowed they would opefate
from their existing studios.Loyal
staff would run them in conjunction
with specially trained and designated
BBC personnel and advisers from the
Governments Central Information
Office,They would be joined by Local
Authority designated 'Intelligence
and Information Officers'and selected
local journalists. Region.6 TV would
come from Southampton using STV
studios and be organised on a similar
basis to radio and linked into the
Regions HQ.The success of the WTBS
operation is reliant upon close .
liason between existing LA information
services and the state's appointees,
From 1976 County and District Councils

were directed to appoint teams of U4 to
cover the area, |

Brighton kadio would continue to be
controlled by the present Station
Manager.He would work with Tony

Hewison,the Intelligence and Information

Officer (designate).They will have
attended one of the HD College's
seminars on 'Information in War
Conditions' and be briefed to work
with Central Govmt. staff,

There are no specific plans for
newspapers.ln a General strike the
state expects that none but the loyal

would appear,Howsver in the build up

to a breakdown papers would be very
important.The 'right' sort of news
essential.To this end public bodies
have becomre very public .

relations and media concious,

The Police particularly so,They now
hold Press Nights in each Police
Division,attended by senior staff,
Editors and reporters.Chief Constable
Terry insists that these have led to




"..better understanding of problems
encountered by press and police".(9)
Police complaints about the press he
says are now 'rare', The Police have
also improved liason by appointing
former reporters to their PR staff.
Sus sex Police have as their Deputy
PR man Eric Bailey a former crime

renorter with the Daily Express.He
now edits patrol,

of f all telephones not in 2 categories

1 )Those vital to war and national
survival.

2)Those lines necessary to maintain
vhe life of the community in a
peacetime emergencye.

At the flick of a switch in most

exchanges lines not covercd by these

categories can be agltered so they only

receive and cannot make calls,

The object of all this is too reduce
peoples movement and communication,
so that the work of the Police and
security forces (rounding up so-
called subversives)is made easier.

In the absence of local papers the
County would publish a strile
breaking newsneet,

In the absence of iocal papers Lhe
County would publish an Information
Newsheet,If it was during a general
strike we could expect it to be in
the best tradition of The British
GazetteoThis would be under the
control of J.N.Ailen (the county
Information and [ntelligence Officer
currently the Chief Librarian) and
staf'fed by Social Workers,Teacners,
selected journalists and members of
the County and Borough's Public
Relations Department.Distribution
could be handled <i.rougii various
information services that the
Councils controi:Libraries,Social
Work Divisional Offices,CAB's etc.

Most information would be through
radio and TV since these bring,
almost without choice news into
every home,This has the added
advantage of isolating people gnd
reducing the sort of social
interaction that would challenge
the state,

Interpersonal communication would be
further reduced through the mass
disconnection of peoples phones
with the implementation of the
"telephone preference scheme",

This enables the Posc 0ffice to cut

what’s the line on
this one lads ?

BRIGHTON

'war cabinet' and emergency
Conrittee.Rs at County level this is
advised by the Borough Controller
keg Mergan,of action to be taken,

At a guess the Conmittee cught to
comprise of Councillors Wakefield,
McG3l) and Leach. Below we publish
the 'War cabinet®.

Brighton Borcugh Council,like tkhe
County is required to make
centingency plens.Until
re-crgenication in 1974 the Council
had its own Emergency Planner
Mr.R.Carey,who is row a member of
the County Emergency Planning Team,
It would seem that plans for the
Borcugh are prcbebly well advenced,
Control of Brighton's Home Defence
planning is now exercised by the
County EPO,who has regular
consultations witk Reg Morgan over
Borcugh responsibilitiese.In dire
emergencies the Borough is suppcsed
to be capeble of organising its

| re scurces autonomously.It has a

Tre Borough's war time HQ is

alrost certainly housed in the
besement of the Town Hall,it should
have a Communications room and be
linked in with the same networks as
the County.It should house upto &0
people and be accciparnted Ly a
standbv e

Borough Contrcller R.Morgan Chief Executive
Deputy Controller T.Blake Borcugh Secret%ry.
Transport Officer M, Kearns., Technical Services
Information Officer T.Hewison Conferences,Resort
and Intelligence. Information Officer,
Works,Repairs and R.Dempseye. Borcugh Architect,
Demolition.,
Food Officer K.Fines Planning,

T.Blake, Borough Secretary.

Communication
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THE STATE
PREPARES ...

Home Defence Training

Thic is orgenised ty the Home
Office and centred at the staff
college at EBasingwmcld in
Yorkshire.This was established in
1673,its charter lays out rether
restly ite area cof concern:-
"The purpose of the Ccllege 1is to
alert the higher echelcns of
maragenent in locsl government,thre
armed forces and other services and
industry to what is required cf
ther. in hcme defence,and in
particular to assist local
autkorities to discharge their
reponsibilities for trenslating
peacetime services to meet the
needs of wertire and the situation:
poced ty major peacetime emergencwﬂ

c

In other words a trziring school %
centrel figures witkin society's
doriinant and controlling institutions;
25 such it concentretes on guarenteelirg
+he maintainance of that dominence and
centrel in the event of an emergencyeo
Flsewhere in HD litereture 'higher
echelons' become those ‘'at a senicr
level' and the list lengthens to inciude
Police and commerce,

Nowhere is there any reference to_the
tredining of senior Trade Unionists.
ﬁsually the state is coentent to
incorporete leading Trede Union
officials within its instituticns,but
not it seems in Home Defence..
Preeunably becsuse Trede Urionists

might be on any Pclice list of actual
or potential subversives to te picked
upJA” a County and District level the
t}aining and crganisational preperations
alszo studiously aveid using the
Tredes Ccuncil structure.

Of course,tor the state to invelv
the Tredes Union movement wculd
mesn to wezken the plans effectiveness.

EASINGWOLD

Ir the Syears of the ccllege's
operation it hes received 6,000
students,including 700 elected members,
52 Chief Executives and 191 District
Council Chief Executivea,They atten
lectures and seminarc on wkat is an
intensive course.Subjects covered
include:- 'The need for civil
preperedness against emergencles of
whatever origin','The threat to the
UK', 'The common grcund in planning
egainst war and preparing for
peacetime emergercies,' The ccurces
sim to familisrise Councillors with
the structure ard their role wiihin
it.The finel dey attempts to involve
them all by getting them to play
'war games'.

Easingwold has 8 seminars a year for
Council members and each ccunty can
nominate people for 7 of these.Best
Sussex is allocated 4 places on each.
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Usually seminers are comprised of
Council Leaders and the Chairpersons
from principel cormittees.It is
practice for eack Council group to
attend with a member from the
Emergency Planning Team,The contenti of
the seminars is a closely guarded
secret,The work of Emergency Planners
is covered by the Public Prctection
Committee,but it is rarely discussed
in public.Report backs frem seminars
are alwaye held in camere and the
documents restricted to the
Courcillors.Clearly Chief Officers
have instructions nct reveal details
of their 'emergency role'.At a recent
Brighton Ccuncil Commitiee meeting

when Reg Morgen wes chellenged to
discuss his position in public he
was.sc ccneerned for secrecy that
he threatered to walk out or the
meeting,

Firarce and atuendance at
Easingwold is atout the sum total
of the information that can be glecne:

D

rcm Cocmmitiee meeting minutes,Below
Q a list of Ccuncillors whe have
een to Easingwold,it reads like a
check list of County badies,included
are a few guesses at Brighton
roriinees,The Voice apologises in
advance for any errors and personal
libels ccuncillors feel have been
aimed at them.
Bast Sussex,
Councillors- Rcger-Jones,Mrs ,Bowskil]
Ireland,Mezjor Pickering,Williams,
Sheldon, Mrs.Mont,Cramp,Dibtle,
Gecffrey Theobeld,Park,Mitchell and
Green,
Brighton
Stanley Theobeld,John Leach,Wakefield
Best,McGill and Hobcen.

East Sussex hes cerried out ites own
training session,This wes held in the
Wer time HQ anc. concentrated on the
similarities beiween plannirg for war
anc reacetime emergencies,The staff
structure in war time HQ was outlined
d the role of the Pclice,Fire

igade and Army expleined.

“Well, then, do you know any terrorists?”
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"POLICE ROLE

They are the state's first line
defence and are responsible for
operating the provisions of any
declared 'State of Emergency'.

The evidence from the Chief
Constables Report suggests that in

the last 5 years the Sussex Police P

Force have worked hard to develop
the skills necessary to operate
'martial law',

“

The Tasingwcld HD College Police
course notes for 1978 defines the
Police role,Under 'Additicnal' duties!
it lists the adoption of:-

"Sreciel measures to meirtain interr.sl

‘security (with perticular emphgsis

concerring svbversive or potentially
subversive persons)".lhe rest of the
listing refers tc the Police's security
and prblic relaticns exercise,
The responsibility for the 'roundirg up!
cf subversives wculd prcbeaily be
carried ovt by what the Easingwold
nctes call FOLICE SUFFORT UNITS, These
units would be formed in the 'tre-
attack' phase on a divisicnal basis
conprise of 36 men who would be fullv
mobile,Tley would acccunt for 20% of
rale strength in each forcec end in all
likelikood be armed,The establishment
of the Units in Sussex could be
arcund the forces Corrando Units and
from those trained in 'Speciel
Operations,!

This is carried out at Essingwold

et Regionel levels and at Police
Training Centres,much of it is done
in conjunction with the Arny.It
concentrgtes orn law and owder 'in
crisis and in war.' Its importance
was strecssed by Raine-Allen agein
writing in the 1976 Municipel Yeartook
"Although HC requirements cculd not at
times be met without prejudicing other
urgent operationel taskse.Chief
Constables were askel to regard the
training of continuing peacetime
importance,"

In 1973 in a Police establishment

of 2617 'only' 232 officers were
autnorised to use pistols,and 35
rifles.Bv 1977 they had 975 officers
in training (initially or on refresher
courses) to use pistols-over a thimnd
of the force.An additional 234 were
in training to use rifles and
shotguns.The Chief Constable's report

Police Trainigg

West Sussex C.C. Wartime
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however referred to only 39 incidents
involving firearms, 30 of which were
people illegally in possession of
airweapons.This overkill in arms
training is explained away in the
Chief Constable's Report of 1974 as
"Resulting directly from the
terrorist and security situation and
our increased area of responsibility"
for which he "felt it necessary to
increase our firearm training."

They have also been involved in

joint operations with the Army at
Gatwick., According to Mr, Terry;

"eee these provide not only an
opportunity to test our procedures
but also to give personnel at the
scene and in the control room an
opportunity to put into practice
plans and procedures formulated after
full discussion with all the other
emergency services." Over the period
1973/71 the Sussex Police have no%
been involved in any terrorist
situations.They have ,however, beean
training for a wide range of civil
disturbances.

Basic crowd control also seems to
have become a policing obsession.In
1973 the force had 483 of its members
in training for this work.This jumped
50 597 in 1977 all of whoam hai
acquired the additional skill of
oelng able to use 'Protective Shields'
The Chief Cqnstables Report pictures
his men in a picket line training
session,with a contingent from a
local army barracks providing the
opposition.

Police Commando Units,

Tnese are specialist squads who
carry out major raids.They operate
0n an S.P.G. team type basis and

are currently used as a back=-up
squad in drug raids. The Sussex
Police Authority has 4 of these
Units operating out of Divisional
HQ's in Brighton,Littlehampton,
Hailsham and Horsham(site of the
Standby HQ)

SHARP-SHOOTERS
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