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Madeira

Sunday Club
4 Sam Mitchell 
11 Miles Wooton
18 Muckram Wakes
25 Come all ye

Marc-h 2nd

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES

Afro Club
Over JO’s Dance
Open House Jazz Night

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY Mandela Hall 
Cheap Trick on the 1st, 8pm.

Due to license trouble many of the 
venues are unable to confirm dates 
so ring them after the 7th.

Public House Bookshop needs
SYMPATHETIC ELEC TRICI AN/BUI LD ER 
URGENTLY. Please contact the shop
21 Little Preston Street,
Brighton 28357*

BUCCANEER Marine Parade
Tue The Taverners

FRIENDS CENTRE
Fascism Course, Mondays, 7.30

DOME
10 Chris De Burgh
22 Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers

MARLBOROUGH Princess St.
5 Dick Miles
12 Pete Castle
19 Love and Seduction Evening
26 Andy Cavern

EVERYONE who knows the PIRANHAS 
was sad to hear of the tragic acci­
dent which happened on the 19th 
of January.
Here's hoping that Zoot and Tony are 
out of hospital soon. We understand 
that the band may be doing their 
regular Sunday night gig at the 
Alhambra from the middle of Feb.

BRIGHTON CENTRE
7 Van Morrison
10 The Jacksons

POETRY READINGS : FRIDAYS. 
Jan. 26th........Paul

Matthews
Feb. 2nd.................Ric

Caddel
Feb. 16 th................Robert

Sheppard
Bill 
Sherman 

Public House Bookshop,
21, Little Preston Street, 
at 8p.m. Admission 50 p

1 ■
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a police car was passing and after 
a chase three people were arrested. 
They were released on bail and one 
of them is due to appear in court in 
the first week of February on charges 
of assault and criminal damage.

Major Speech 
in Brighton

Police bring 

charges

the 50p 
the 
Italian

Local fascists struck again at 
two shops in Brighton on Saturday 
afternoon,13January. At 3*30 three 
people who had been outside Simple 
Supplies Waole food shop in George 
St. burst in. One of the shop 
workers was grabbed by the hair and 
punched and kicked to shouts of 
'Commie bastard'. Thorouglily drunk 
and looking for easy victims they 
then kicked sacks of food around the 
shop until another member of the 
shop collective came in from the 
street. They shoved him out of the 
way and staggered off towards 
Edward Street.

Shortly afterwards they arrived 
at Solstice Bookshop in Trafalgar 
St. A bottle was thrown at the shop 
windows (which have been broken five 
times in the last 18 months).The 
bottle narrowly missed people who 
were looking in the window and 
smashed on a wooden frame. More 
out of good fortune than by design

IN A HARD HITTING SPEECH ON 
EVERY ASPECT OF POLITICAL LIFE 
TONY BENN told people at the 
op Hall on 21 January that 
"capitalism has outlived its 
capacity to meet most of our 
He suggested re-organisation 
power industries into social
and rejected fast-breeder nuclear 
reactors. Benn went on to say that 
both TV channels and most of th^ 
main newspapers were a threat to free 
speech, and he roundly condemned the 
management of the Times for its 
policy of confrontation.

FULL DETAILS ON PAGE TWELVE
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AMERY WELCOMES

The NF #
Connection

The attackers, who appear to have 
come from the Portslade area, were 
clearly put up to the job since they 
did not know the names of the shops 
they were attacking. Which pub they 
had been to is not yet known, but it ' 
is now very clear that the National 
Front have been picking up youths 
in three pubs of the town, getting 
them drunk and sending them out to 
attack shops and newsagents.
The pubs are the Bosun in West St., 

(CONTD.ON P.3)
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When one of Italy's leading 
fascists stood up to speak on 
Friday 19 January in the Royal 
avilion, Julian Amery was seated 
'pxt to him on the platform. He 

and a handful of Brighton Tories 
had welcomed Giorgio Almirante, 
secretary-general of the neo-fascist 
Italian party,Movimento Sociale 
Italiano (MSl) to a meeting of the 
Tory European Movement, and 
tickets of admission billed 
speaker as a ’distinguished 
politician' adding,as an incentive 
to fellow Tories that 'The Rt.Hon 
Julian Amery will be present'.

So there he was on the same 
ticket and platform as a 'chef de 
cabinet' in Mussolini's last-ditch 
government, and the leader of a 
party which has been responsible for 
hundreds of attacks,bombings and 
murders in contemporary Italy.

True to form, Amery said very 
little,except when the heckling 
began and then he uttered 
memorable phrase 'Let him

he hall was by then full 
scists who informed the

Tories who exactly Almirante was,and 
read out statements from the European 
press about his fascist activities. 
Several members of the audience who 
had innocently come expecting to hear 
what the Argus described as 'one of 
Italy's leading politicians' turned 
on the organisers and protested 
strongly at the deception.

As Almirante droned on and Amery 
just sat there, the humour and protest 
of the antifascists began to take 
over the meeting. Snatches of Italian 
opera,a chorus of questions and 
interruptions,the angry outbursts of 
an excited Italian worker,and a chant 
of 'Non al fascismo',soon caused the 
meeting to be closed. Outside there 
were a further thirty anti-fascists, 
making about 70 in all, most of them 
alerted to the meeting by Brighton’s 
Anti-Fascist Committee, who expressed 
their delight with the size and 
success of the demonstration.

The meeting over, the 4 mem­
bers of the NF who were there, 
made a quick exit, Amery continued 
to say nothing,and Almirante had

a free evening before going on to 
London,presumably to attend the 
national conference of British 
Fascists held on Saturday.
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Last Resort Theatre Company
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wasn’t satisfied
Whatever he did, 
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March. Meanwhile, 
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Marina Company in the course 
Public Enquiry is partly due 
credit. At the same time, he 
with the Hollingbury Community

Another memory of John:

script for this
Kim Fuller, based 
from lengthy dis- 

We wanted

4 last resort theatre company and
JOHN HARRISON

Last Resort Theatre Company hope 
to tour community and tenants' 
associations with 'The Brighton 
Show' in late
it is working
workshops and
which will be
ource to residential and day 
care centres in the area. There , 
are also plans for a greater in­
volvement in schools.

Another longer show is plan­
ned and in the meantime we still 
do short sketches at the Queen's 
Head and are supporting a fellow 
CAW venture; a pantomime called 
'TKnucker’s Luck', which will show at 
the Tech, on February 17/19/20.

The Brighton Show' was supported 
both technically and financially 
by the Brighton Community Arts 
Workshop. The BCAW funds itself 
and also receives a small grant 
from the SE Arts Council. It aims 
to involve everybody interested 
in aspects of creative activity, 
including the technical skills 
needed for it. It is gradually 
building up a membership who take 
part in open workshops, such as 
dance, drama, photography and music. 
On occasions these produce per­
formances, exhibitions and partic­
ipatory entertainments. People are 
also invited to perform at the
Queen's Head, Steine Street, on 
Friday evenings.

The overriding principle is 
that' everyone can gain enjoyment 
and a sense of control over their 
lives by experiencing artistic 
potential. We do not have to 
accommodate , or ignore, a given 
body of elitist 'Art' and we can 
use our own art to further commun­
ity action, individually and col­
lectively.

BCAW is cautious about direct 
expression of political views as 
its aim is to serve and involve the 
majority of the community. However, 
some members got together indeoend 
ently and performed a largely im­
provised show, called 'Tom Brown­
shirt's Schooldays’ at the October 
Anti-Fascist Festival at the Univers 
sity, and may repeat it at other 
festivals.* • * *

JOHN HARRISON was only 32 when he 
died a few weeks ago, suffering from 
multiple sclerosis. He was a kind 
and affectionate friend and a hard­
working comrade. Brighton 
the same without him.

He came here to work as 
fellow at the University,
with the effort he put into his re­
search and his teaching, he quickly 
became involved in the early stages 
of the Brighton Voice. We remember 
his incisive articles and his smiles 
and good humour over an early morning 
cup of coffee, as we slaved over the 
paste-up, or over a drink in the pub, 
after a lengthy meeting. In occasion­
ally fraught discussions over policy 
or in uncovering a suitable story, he 
was never sparing of his time and 
energy. Many early issues of the 
Voice bear the stamp of his persori 
ity.

Outraged at the offshore property 
development masquerading as the Mar­
ina, he fought tooth and nail for the 
Marina Action Campaign. Counter-plans 
and counter-planning, meeting after 
meeting, argument after argument, 
John helped with all of it. The suc­
cess of the campaign and the defeat 
of
of
to
helped
Association
his brow knitted and ears firmly 
plugged as he fed a never ending 
stream of newsletters into a grumpy, 
extremely noisy folding machine.

From its beginning, John was a 
volunteer at the Brighton Rights 
Centre. Through good and bad times, 
ho was always at hand, becoming a 
sort of elder statesman of the 
Centre. Different memories again: 
poring over legal volumes to produce 
an information sheet; a slightly shy 
John in the part of The Advisor in 
an improvised play; painstakingly 
guiding people through the problems 
which they brought along to the 
Centre.

In all this, he was dedicated to 
three things. Firstly, he devoted 
himself to doing. Not content with 
understanding the world, he wanted 
to help change it. He was committed 
to a more just society in which we 
would no longer be the playthings of 
the rich and powerful. Secondly, he 
was a socialist. He believed in the 
power of people to organise together 
and co-operate in
lives. Lastly, he
with second best.
he did well, with
ment of his intellectual and emo­
tional skills and energies.

He was a fine man and a good 
friend. We shall miss him.

Last Resort Theatre Company is 
the name used by a group of 
people, most of whom have full­
time jobs, but who enjoy pro­
ducing and performing their own 
material. It is an integral part 
of the Brighton Community Arts 
Workshop and developed from open 
drama workshops begun when the 
CAW was founded three years ago. 
We now produce dramatic perform­
ances at a number of venues; the 
most recent being a satirical en­
tertainment about the town - 'the 
Brighton Show'- last seen at the 
Pavilion Theatre.

Essentially, the group works 
in a pub or community centre con­
text. Some of the earliest and 
continuing productions were seen 
at the Queen's Head, Steine Street. 
Such venues enable us to create 
and enjoy a rapport between artists 
and audience. Most of those invol­
ved are not primarily committed to 
theatre as a political medium, 
but enjoy writing and performing 
material of immediate appeal to 
wide audience.

Members of the group share 
pathological exhibitionism and
broadly similar views. Hence 'The 
Brighton Show'; a medley of skits 
overtly and entertainingly crit­
ical of the seedy side of Brighton: 
aristocratic decadence, council 
corruption and freemasonry, rip- 
off language schools and antique 
dealers, money-grubbing and des­
tructive speculators and 'law 'n' 
order' paranoia.

Most of the
show was done by
on ideas arising
cussions by the group 
to be sure that people would not 
take the satire in the wrong way; 
asking ourselves, for example, 
whether the caricature of foreign 
students aimed at exposing the 
way they are exploited actually 
betrayed prejudice towards them.

Although as in any group, 
it has been difficult to avoid 
the pitfalls of one person (ie. 
"the director") taking on more 
responsibility, an important 
and enjoyable aspect of work­
ing in the group has been 
sharing everything; hard work, 
ideas, crises and fun. This 
has taken time to develop from 
the unstructured improvisation 
sessions of early workshops, 
through both last minute and 
well-prepared 'gigs' at play­
schemes, parks (eg. the Queen's 
Park Festival ), street parties 
( eg. Ewart Street, Hanover), 
and pubs ( eg. the Eagle ).
Throughout the group has remain­
ed flexible enough to incorpor­
ate new members and ideas.

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦*
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(An interesting footnote to the 
picket is the fact that the National 
Front later contacted Kensett and 
accused them of 'capitulating to red 
extremism'.A window at the firm was 
also smashed that evening.This may 
indicate that the Front were hoping 
to move back to Kensett after things 
had calmed down again.Whatever,the 
Union and the A.N. L.have certainly 
upset the Front

show
i

f

affected by 
side of'. the

Thus can a picket that directly 
achieved little other than the 
symbolic mobilization of 65 people 
be called a success.Could not 
these people have been involved 
in a more useful action,like,for 
example,the Paint Out the following 
week.The A. N.L.needs to consider 
carefully any action it votes on, 
to get to know the full facts con­
cerning it's targets(the link bet­
ween Kensett and Spearhead has been 
known for many months—why did'nt 
the A.N.L.find out earlier what
Radio Brighton told everyone later.) 
-and there seems to be little 
'unity of action'or co-ordination 
between the many groups opposed to 
fascism.lt was,afterall,the Union 
at Kensett which evicted Spearhead 
not the A.N.L.

Spearhead,meanwhile,has crawled 
•further along the South Coast and 

rk is being carried out by the 
'A. N.L. to reveal it's new base.

On the 10th of December the Brighton A.N.L.called a picket of Kensett 
Bookbinders Ltd which was known to have collated the National Fronts 
.’Spearhead'paper, (see August Voice).65 people turned up,which indicates 
that people are prepared to turn out when action is called.However, 
whether the picket was a success or not is debatable. At the general 
meeting of Dec. 20th, criticism was levelled at the ANL's intelligence 
work,particularly after Radio Brighton announced that Spearhead had 
not been collated at Kenset.ts since July,when Union pressure from 
SOGAT inside the company forced management to drop,the paper.Also,after 
the picket various shops in the town,which have recently had trouble 
with Fascist attacks,were found to have had their windows broken.A 
spokesperson for one shop,Public House Bookshop,criticized the A.N. L. 
for not informing all groups suspect to attack about the picket in 
advance so that action could have

;GONE.(but Bill arrives.)

On the afternoon of December 17th 
a group of 20 A.N.L.members turn­
ed up in New England Rd.,armed 
with brushes and paint to paint 
out a number of Fascist slogans 
that had appeared on a wall prior 
to the picket a week earlier.Many 
people living in the flats facing 
the wall supported this action.One 
old lady said that since the slogans 
had first appeared she had become 
very frightened and afraid to go 
out.Other people said that they had 
been waiting for someone to clean of 
off the slogans all week,and totally 
supported the paint out.

However,the Police who arrived 
at the end of the paint out did not

agree with the residents,and pro­
ceeded to accuse the group of 
'causing criminal damage to a brick 
wall'.Attempts by them to isolate 
individuals failed and they ended 
up taking all 20 names so they could 
decide later whether to press charge 
charges.

Apart from this,the paint out show 
ed how succesful A.N.L.action can be 
and shows that the many'ordinary 
people who are directly
the Fascists
'Anti-Fascist 
f
• Once again
just whose side they are on'
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West Hill
community association

USE OF YOUR OWN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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as a community centre, and are 
currently involved in an expens­
ive and time consuming programme 
of repairing,redecorating and 
equipping ito

When,West Hill Community 
Association was scarted there was 
one thing that nearly all the 
launching group agreed on - that 
it should have clear and,specific 
objectives. It was a busy time 
and we never quite got round to 
it. It is now clear that we have w 
been fortunate not to have had 
the time in the two years since. 
We do have clear objectives,but 
they are general and 'very un­
specific. What we are new recog-- 
nising is that by trying to lay 
down a particular route for WHCA 
to follow would have precluded a 
lot of decisions better taken 
later by WHCA as a whole than 
earlier by the steering committee 
In practice our decision to apply

We have an
the use of All Saints'churchhall

THE FIRST OF A SERIES, IN WHICH THE BRIGHTON VOICE GIVES

Whilst there are many projects 
planned for the hall when the 
first stage of the programme 
is complete, at the moment it i 
used mainly for monthly meetings
and social events.These meetings 
are open to all members, and 
form the policy making body for 
the Association.They also act 
as regular meetings of the 
Street Representatives,who are 
elected at the AGM and represent 
the Association within their 
streets and their streets within 
the Association. Together with 
the newsletterfwhich they 
deliver, they provide the 
support for the legitimacy of 
our claims to represent local 
feeling on certain matters. 
And this is a very difficult 
and contentious area.

Our ^everybody in’ system 
of membership may well be 
convenient as regards organ- 
isation,but it also means 
that we have to
indeed whenever
speak on behalf
living locally.
have decided that we would far 
rather run the risk of facing 
accusations of inactivity or 
indifference than take a chance 
and campaign on issues without 
taking careful precautions to 
ensure that we have strong local 
support. It would be all too 
easy to get a little carried 
away and end up campaigning on 
some issue only to find that the 
majority of local people dis­
agreed with us. It would not be 
difficult for a small group of 
individuals to operate within 
WHCA, treating it as a local 
branch of a political party or 
pressure group,leaving
shell or paper organisation 
without enthusiasm or active 
members.

Fortunately this has not 
meant that our hands have been 
tied on every public issue.For 
example the National Front tried 
a sample canvass in the area

(CONTINUED on page 14)

West Hill Conservation Area is 
that part of central Brighton 
between the clock tower,Seven 
Dials and the station. Unlike the 
older parts of the town,most of 
the buildings are the original 
houses built for middle class 
and artisan Victorians. There is 
a mix and change of residents 
not present in the newer areas 
such as Moulsecomb or upper Dyke 
Road. There are bed-sits,occup­
ied by people of all ages (stud­
ents to pensioners), owner- 
occupied flats and terraced 
houses,often inhabited by rail­
way commuters, and a sprinkling 
of small shops. Since the Rent 
Act the conversion of bedsits to 
privately owned flats is chang­
ing the character of the area. 
Meeting representatives of
Community Associations from other 
parts of Sussex has made clearer 
the differences between those 
from central Brighton, and the 
relatively affluent,long’establ­
ished ones from more rural areas.

very careful 
claim to 
people 
practice we

for Cnaritable Status 
has meant that we 
adopted a standard 
form of aims and ob­
jects clause in our 
constitution, and 
this serves as a 
basic guideline.

From the start 
most of our activities 
have been run by al­
most completely auto­
nomous groups eg the 
writers', small 

scale gardening,fund raising, 
local history,community help, 
chess,children’s play groups. 
These were launched at monthly
WHCA meetings. Some have had 
financial support from the
Association and they all report 
back matters of interest to the 
monthly meetings, but their 
running is in their own hands. 
Whilst it is possible to con­
struct hypothetical situations 
in which there could
of interests between 
whole and one of its 
groups, this has not
to date,and as long as there are 
some members from each group 
directly involved in the running 
of the Association,the possibil­
ity remains remote.

The one exception to this is 
the newsletter group. Since the 
newsletter is issued by the
Association rather than the group, 
the control of the newslatter 
remains with the monthly meeting. 
The monthly newsletter is dist­
ributed free to every household 
in the area (2100 copies), and 
is our main contact with all the 
members. A.ny member is welcome to 
turn up and join the newsletter, 
or any other, group and details’ 
of all meetings are in the current 
newsletter. The newsletter costs 
£25 a month to produce and is our 
largest regular expense,and 
probably our most important single 
activity.

So far we have raised nearly 
all our cash by traditional means: 
jumble sales,bazaars,newsletter 
adverts,raffles, although we have 

from the local 
have other applic- 
pipeline •• ■
arrangement over

nd other news

Queens Park
Originally called Prior House, this 
CA began as a pressure group fight­
ing to get the Prior House building 
back for community use. The fight 
lost, the CA recently changed its 
name to Queens Park. Despite its 
disappointment the CA is still 
active, arranging playgroups, OAP 
socials etc, and of course the

ofsearch 
the CA

and series 
is now renting’

After a long
negotiations
an old Council Works Depot. At the 
moment Knoll residents are working 
hard to convert it into their own 
community centre, aided every Sunday 
by young people doing 'community 
service'-. Present activities are

playschemes, sports, discussions 
with local councillors and so on. 
Th CA has recently been registered 
as a charity. Once the Centre is 
ready the CA will be able to do more 
-eg. set up an Action Group and a 
Care Group. Info from Mrs Pagett, 47 
Florence Ave.

North Laines
Activities include outings, socials 
etc. for the elderly and playgroups 
for the kids. In environmental 
matters the CA acts as a pressure 
group. Thanks to its efforts, North 
Laines was made a Conservation Area, 
and will become a General Improve­
ment Area this April. North Laines 
has a system of street reps, and 
holds monthly meetings. A newslette 
paper - the 'Runner' - appears 
regularly. Negotiations are under 
way for community centre premises in
North Road. More info from Ray 
Curnow, 688538*

Perhaps we’ve been a bit short on news and info on local community associations in recent Voice issues. 
A pity,because there are many CAs in the area which,besides providing essential services to local people | 
(often filling gaps left by statutory organisations) and helping to create and foster a sense of 'community 

spirit', also provide a forum for local people to discuss and 
attempt to control what* s happening in their neighbourhood. 
This month we've had an article,written and typed,by the West
Hill CA (see opposite),and. we intend to feature others in 
future issues of the Voice. Meanwhile, a brief selection of 
news from 5 local CAs..................

annual Queens Park Festival. The 
search for alternative community 
premises continues. This year the CA 
will be helped by a paid STEP worker 
(Special; Temporary Employment Prog­
ramme), who will set up a neighbour­
hood care group and coordinate 
various voluntary and social 
activities. Info from Mike Sherred 
c/o Queenspark Books, 71 Richmond St.

anover
Is lucky in having its own premises 
from which to provide many services 
and social activities - eg. a co­
operatively run creche, Information 
Service, old people's lunch &. bingo, 
a youth club/disco, a film club, 
sports, drama etc. Hanover too has 
been appointed a STEP worker. Info 
from Lorraine, Jenny or Eve at the 
Hanover Centre - 694873

Whitehawk & Manor Farm
Uses the community centre run by 
the Further Education Dept., and is 
currently trying to obtain the lease. 
The CA fulfills a need for leisure 
provisions in the area. Activities 
at the Centre - staffed by volunteers 
- include discos for the 6-16 year olds 
bingo, snooker etc. Other local 
groups meet there too -eg, the OAP
club, the guides, Whitehawk Branch
Labour Party and so on. Info from
Whitehawk Community Centre, 686793

EEGexposed I
On Thursday, 11th January, at the 
Donmar Theatre, Convent Garden, there 
was a playreading of 'Such Impossi­
bilities’ by Trevor Griffiths. The 
BBC had refused to screen this play, 
as part of a series,'The Edwardians', 
even though they had commissioned 
Trevor Griffiths to write it.

The play dealt with the 1911 dock 
strike in Liverpool, led by Tom 
Mann, an apparently much neglected 
figure in trades union history. Tom 
encourages the strikers to form a 
strikes council, linking the causes 
of all the workers, to gain greater 
bargain power. It ends with a general 
strike going ahead, and the strikers 
on a march being attacked by an army 
of policemen with staves.

Since the play is obviously sympath­
etic to the strikers, and shows the 
management in a very bad light, it 
seems there was a political factor 
in the decision of the BBC not to 
show the play; although aestheti­
cally and structurally the play was 
v-ery interesting. Listening to this 
play at a time when strikes are
hitting the whole of England,and 
supposedly 'strangling industry',it 
sounded strangely topical,even 
though it was written around 1972. 
The cruel repression of the strikers

seems a grim warning cf the way 
things may be regressing.Mrs.
Thatcher(on Weekend World.7th Jan) 
said she intended to greatly 
diminish the unions'powers if she 
gets into power.

union action
Trevor Griffiths and several other 
TV writers were present at the 
discussion which followed the play 
reading.They raise! the problem of 
the BBC cutting and censoring plays 
and attacked the system by which the ' 
BBC over-commissions,ani so builds 
up a huge backlog of rejected,al­
though certainly usable plays.s. 
Although these plays are supposedly 
public property,as the BBC is 
publically owned,they are notoriously
difficult to get hold of.The generala 
feeling was that the TV writers' 
unions should be strengthened.,and 
for its members to individually 
stand out against the BBC's react­
ionary policies.

perhaps the BBC should try and 
concentrate on providing programmes 
which reflect the ideas of the public 
rather than imposing their own 
values onto people,then we could 
look forward to series such as 'Keir 
Hardy's People', rather than 'Churchill 
People', and plays like'Such Imposs­
ibilities ' could be freely screened.
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Voice How important do you see your 
struggle for a higher basic rate of 
pay in relation to health and safety?

Alex This has a very important 
bearing on health and safety. I work 
50 hours a week and most drivers work 
60 hours just to get a living wage. 
This is a fundamental health hazard. 
By the time I have been driving my 
vehicle through heavy traffic for 
over 8 hours I’m so disorientated by 
the stress, strain, vibration, etc 
that I'm just like I'm drunk. I need 
more leisure time so that I can 
recover and then concentrate and drive 
safetly at work.
Voice What sort of health hazards do 
you face daily at work?
Alex For roost of the day my place of 
work is the cab of my.vehicle and the 
environment in which I work would not 
be tolerated by most industrial 
workers. The vehicle I drive at 
present is a Scammel Crusader. In the 
cab of this vehicle I face the hazards 
of constant vibration which can lead 
to lumber injuries ( my vehicle has a 
suspension seat but many of our 
vehicles haven’t ). I face the _ 
possibility of deafness due to high 
noise levels, rheumatic pains due tc 
the drafts which whistle around the 
small of my back from the 1/4" gap 
around the door, chest complaints and 
cancer from diesel fumes and the 
general stress and strains which 
result from working long hours for a 

low basic rate of pay.

Voice What about the dangers of 
the loads themselves ?

Alex This is an increasing hazard. 
A typical case was recently when a 
delivery driver tipped over a load 
of cyanide in Bexhill. He was

Voice What do you think of the 
working conditions at BBS in 
general ?

unaware that the chemical was on the 
load, the dangers and how to deal 
with them. Often chemicals are 
carried as part of a general cargo 
with no labelling. I would like to 
see all chemicals clearly marked 
and much more training given to 
drivers to keep them up with new 
legislation, the handling of danger­
ous loads and chemicals, etc.

Alex Some years ago BBS had a 
large flourishing depot in Brighton. 
However this was closed down and 
the small nucleus of workers 
remaining were accomodated at 
our present depot at Cuckfield.
This depot can best be discribed 
as a large shed in the middle of 
a field. The conditions at the depot 
are very bad and the vehicles and 
equipment sub-standard and difficult 
to maintain effectively.
Voice What sort of improvements 
in lorry design etc. would you 
like to see ?

Brighton
Monday 22nd.Jan saw a victory for 

Brighton squatters, squatter solid­
arity and Bit by Bit 24 hour help 
and info, service, in Brighton 
magistrates court.

Buth, Paul and Theresa were 
arrested last November under sus­
picion of burglary on a house in 
Ditchling Boad. The fact was the 
house had been empty for* 7 months; 
it was bare of all furniture, 
carpets and lighting; old mouldy tin 
cans lay about the kitchen and old 
letters littered the hall carpet.All 
the usual procedures for squatting 
were followed after advice from Bruno 
at Bit by Bit - no damage to the pro 
property, filling out a supply form

Squatter
before touching the energy supplys, 
and notifying the police of the 
peaceful squat.

SO WHY THE HASSLE?
Well it turned out that there 

was one locked room upstairs in the 
house, which unbelievably was the 
bedsit of an old man who had been in 
hospital for several weeks. On this 
flimsy evidence the police prosecut­
or tried to claim the house was occ­
upied, and after deferring the trial 
twice ( probably because of such 
flimsy evidence) they changed the 
charge to contravention of section
7 of the (so-called) Criminal Tres­
pass Law,

f

the engineers and

Voice How do

to

they have in mind - obviously 
wouldn't bother to consult the 
stewards. What we really need 
new depot, so that the vehicles

a great deal of 
the fitters- 
their boots

walked in and said 
you've got much to 
here. This caused 
among the fitters 
standing on two high

the workshop the management 
that a’clean-up’ was in 
So a few days before the 
the visit the workshop was

spray painted the vehicles in the 
same workshop as the fitters were 
doing engine repairs. Imagine paint 
spray solvents, diesel fumes, carbon 
monoxide all in a concentrated area 
with no means of extraction except 
by opening the door 1
'Voice What difference will be 

■■■ d ■ —1

made by the new Health + Safety at 
Work Act ?

Alex The lorry driver has tradition 
-ally been the oil rag of industry, 
his must chang if we are to look 

forward to a planned and integrated 
transport system which services the

I

Voice What is the attitude of BRS 
to health and safety ?

Alex They only pay lip service to 
health and safety. I have never 
ever heard of a safety officer 
within BBS. Recently when our fore­
man / fitter enquired over who 
was responsible for health and 
safety and BRS. He discovered that 
top levels of management couldn't 
even make up their minds and were 
passing the buck from personal 
management
back again

Voice What hopes have you got for 
the future?

One of the fitters told me 
that they were recently visited by 
what he assumed was a factory 
inspector. He
'I don't think
complain about
some amusement
because he was
powered electric cables used for arc 
welding and in a pool of water which 
ran from a dripping tap. So much fo 
for his knowledge of health and 
safety!

Alex Prescious little. Most road 
transport operators will sweep up 
the yard, clean up the workshops, 
stick up a few safety notices and 
Think they have complied with the 
regulations. The legislation is 
poorly worded and badly enforced.

Recently when a union district 
official had arranged a visit to 
inspect
decided
order, 
date of
cleaned-up and the walls painted 
white. This caused
entertainment among 
two of whom painted 
white.

____ _ you see your function 
as a T.G.W.U. safety rep/steward.

B.R.S. had its depot 
there was a strong u]jj 
represented on the s
the union district
However since B.R.S. has

Voice Have you had much suppdrt 
from government health and safety 
inspectors?

Voice What are the conditions like 
inside the depot at Cuckfield ?

Alex How many garages do you go in 
and see extractor fans ... we don't 
even have one at our depot and we 
are a nationalized industry ! We 
don't even have an inspection pit - 
the fitters have to lie on their 
backs on concrete when working under 
a vehicle. Until recently they even

beem 'run down’ in this area apathy 
among the union membership is 
running high, and union meetings are 
poorly attended. This has made my 
role difficult since it is difficult) 
to achieve improvement without the 
support and active involvement of 
the union membership, who now tend 
to rely on the full time officials 
to make all the decisions. This does 
not necessarily apply to other depot 
depots - the Brighton area 
depots in the Brighton area, eg. at 

koadline the workers are staunch 
trade unionists and very well 
organised, with a progressive looal 
management. One thing I have 
suggested to other stewards is the 
formation of a Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee within the National 
Freight Corporation which operates 
quite a few vehicles in this area, 
including the Bus Company, National 
Carriers, Roadline and our smaller 
depot. This wou d enable shop 
stewards to get together to exchange 
information, to discuss ideas, I
prepare for joint action etc. I
However, I don’t think this would I 
get much support from the full time ’ 
officials.

Alex When 
in Brighton 
branch well
Council and 
committee.

Alex Vehicles should be built to 
a standard and not down to a price. 
Proper facilities should be made 
available so that they can be ade­
quately maintained. Noise and 
vibration are the biggest problems 
and these can be easily reduced by 
given consideration at the design 
stage. Headboards on trailers could 

be reinforced — there are too many 
drivers being crushed to death by 
loads coming into their cabs, e.g. 
about 3 months ago a looal driver^^^ 
was killed by a load of concrete 
moving forward and crushing him in 
his cab.

needs of society. As far as B.R.S 
is concerned locally I don’t know 
what
they
shop
is a
could be brought up to and maintained 
at a healthy and safe standard.

What we get is another 
matter.

rives
He is a T.G.W.U. shop steward and safetyBra ghton area
Recently ne has been involved in Brightonrepresentative

Work Hazards Group prcducmg a pamphlet on the hazards of
lorry driving The following is a summary of an interview
he gave to the ’Voice just before the road haulage strike

began on aspects of health and safety m the transper
industry and related issues at BRS More recently, of course
he has given his time and energy to the strike - including
such health hazards as all night picket duty at Newhaven
docks;

A
A

Victory
SECTION 7?
Yes, Section 7 has not been tried 
anywhere in Britain before. It cov­
ers occupying and refusing to leave 
a building which is already used as 
a residence. If the case had been 
won by the police, then on its prec­
edence, squatting could have been 
ended simply by leaving a single 
room locked in a deserted house and 
later claiming that it was being 
used as a flat, and thus occupied. 
As it was, CASE DISMISSED .* 
A VICTORY for CACTL and for the 250 
or so people who are forced to sleep 
on the streets of Brighton (March'75' 
figure). A VICTORY against empty 
homes and office space.

NO IN CONVENIENT1. 
ANO NON SHE'LL TAVE 

ADVANTAGE Ce ME-

&UESS WUffT? 
KEVERUNOUT

OP PETROL-

M9tSNP!IWn60 
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*n:s::n^TOP p^ss*******:::::::;:**
Film shown at Wagner Hall, West St. 
by C.H.E.,Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality^was interrupted by 8 or 9 
thugs who violently attacked viewers. 
2 people taken to hospital.

If we don't stand up and oppose 
Fascism now then we might as well 
support it. Unity is strength.
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BRIGHTON UNITED TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT was set up at the beginning of 

November last year. Since then we have had a public meeting focussing on 
repression in the Six Counties and drawing attention to the work of the Irish 
Trade Union Campaign Against Repression. A mass leafletting of the town and 
factory estate drew over 50 people to the meeting.

Brighton UTOM also held a blanket protest in Churchill Square on Human 
Rights Day. We were drawing attention to the hypocrisy of the British govern­
ment in its denial of human rights in Northern Ireland. Men and women have 
been taken prisoner in a war against Britain, yet their right to political 
status has been withdrawn. The prisoners have been forced to go on the 
blanket to protest against their treatment as ’criminals’. Many of them are 
close to death in ’H-block’ where they were sent by non-jury courts. Why 

■don’t ’human rights’ apply in Ireland?
I Shoppers in Churchill Square stopped to talk to us. Below we have listed 
■some of the typical comments our protest gave rise to.

" IT’S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH ME.,.."

It's our country which has dominated 
Ireland for the last 800 years. It’s 
the British Army out there perfect­
ing techniques of repression,torture, 
chemical warfare and urban counter 
insurgency. These threaten socialist 
and trade union action in this coun­
try too.

If you’re unemployed and forced 
into the army by poverty and lack of 
opportunity - then you'd almost 
certainly have to patrol the streets 
of Northern Ireland. You'll be seen 
as part of an occupying force - 
you’ll be fighting ordinary working 
class people like yourself.

Our own standard of living and 
national economy has been won at the 
expense of Irish labour and agric­
ulture. While in Ireland this has 
been paid for by appalling.hous­
ing, high unemployment and low wage 
rates.

The beloved 'freedoms' of the 
British are threatened by our 
country's presence in Ireland. The 
Prevention of Terrorism Act has been 
used to detain people without being 
charged and deported without trial. 
The result of our war in Ireland is 
the inclusion of the military in 
matters of government and increasing 
press and TV censorship. Our own 
democratic rights are being eroded 
by our war in Ireland.

How long can we bury our heads in 
the sand?

" WHY DO PEOPLE OPPOSE THE BRITISH 
ARMY - THEY'RE JUST KEEPING THE 
PEACE BY HOLDING THE 2 SIDES APART?"

The British troops were sent in on

14 August 1%9. They weren't sent in 
to keep the peace, but to stabilise 
the situation in Northern Ireland in 
Britain's interest.

Initially some catholics welcomed 
the Army as a neutral force. Events 
soon proved otherwise. The Army had 
been sent in to prop up a state 
based on discrimination. So the 
Army's 'peace-keeping' role was soon 
to be one of protecting Orange Order 
marches and appeasing the Protest­
ants' constant demands for 'action' 
against republicans. The Army 
consistently failed to protect 
Catholics fom loyalist gunmen. The 
minority population were deliber­
ately intimidated by the concent­
ration of forces in Catholic areas. 
Internment was almost exclusively 
used against republicans. In 
January 1972 the Army murdered 14 
people on a peaceful demonstration 
- Derry's Bloody Sunday. The
British Special Air Services has 
been used to increase sectarianism 
by its terror tactic of political 
assassination.

British troops use a travelling gallows 
against rebels in 1798

There has been a constant camp­
aign to silence the republican press 
by imprisoning the editorial staff 
and seizing equipment. On numerous 
occasions BBC and ITV have decided 
not to broadcast programmes on 
Northern Ireland. If the British

Army is just a neutral keeper of the 
peace why won't the government let 
us hear about it? Why aren't we 
allowed to talk about human rights 
in the Six Counties?

Harassment on the streets,house 
searches,torture and internment 
by non-jury courts is how the 
Catholic population experiences the 
'neutral' British Army.

" BUT WHY CAN'T THEY JUST FORGIVE 
AND FORGET? THE IRISH SEEM TO GO ON 
ABOUT HISTORY ALL THE TIME."

The history of the Irish people 
dominates the present. The Irish 
can't forget the Famine,the Black 
& Tans,Internment,Torture and 
Bloody Sunday. They are reminded of 
their past by having the worst level 
of unemployment in the UK, the worst 
housing crisis and the lowest social 
provision in the whole of Britain.

The republicans see their cause 
as a nationalist war againso the 
British, who have dominated theii^^ 
country culturally,politically and 
economically for centuries, 
eventually splitting it in two - 
creating the Northern Ireland state 
and causing today's troubles.

You can't forgive and forget when 
your country is occupied by the Army 
of the oppressing country.

" BUT WHY DON'T THE CATHOLICS USE
DEMOCRATIC MEANS TO GET THEIR
REFORMS? "

Democracy has always been denied 
to Catholics in Northern Ireland. 
Boundaries were deliberately 
gerrymandered to ensure Protestant 
domination when the state was 
artificially created by Britain in 
1921. Discrimination was built into 
Northern Ireland constitution. In
1946 the government Chief Whip 
declared -

"The best way to prevent the over­
throw of the government by people 
who had no stake in the country...is 
to disenfranchise them." G0MT

We say that there is not a religious 
conflict going on in Ireland. The 
fighting is a result of Britain's 
colonisation of Ireland over 800 
years ago and the forcible partition 
of the country in 1921. It is awar 
against anti-catholic discrimination 
and economic exploitation. It is a 
war against British domination, and 
in favour of the right of the Irish 
people to decide their own future. 
That's why we say:

Troops Our Now! 
stLF - o£Ten.MiNfrrieN m 

TH£ IMH P£OPL£ fii 
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Any attempt to peacefully challe­
nge the lack of basic democratic 
rights by Catholics has always been 
brutally attacked by loyalists and 
the British state. Many people now 
believe that Northern Ireland is 
unrefortnable and that democratic 
rights can only be won by fighting 
for them.

" ALL IRISH ARE STUPID/DIRTY/LAZY.. "

Ireland's economy has been 
weakened to serve British interests. 
So thousands of Irish people have 
been forced to seek work in Britain. 
Like any other immigrants they get 
the lowest paid work and worst 
housing.

•

Racism is always used by an 
imperialist power to justify its 
exploitation of a colonised people.

con#-.-fro
... The civil rights marchers succee­
ded in getting 'one man,one vote' in 
1969. They also demanded the basic 
democratic rights of equality in 
housing and employment. Eg. in 19&9 
only 3 of 77 school busdrivers in

. Fermanagh were Catholics,
though Catholics were the majority 
the county. When the civil rights 

movement tried to challenge discrim­
ination they were brutally attacked.

Northern Ireland is a statelet 
founded on Protestant privilege. A 
Northern Ireland judge once said;

"Registers of unemployed loyalists 
should be kept by the Unionist
Party and employers invited to pick 
from them. The Unionist Party 
should make it quite clear that the 
loyalists have the first choice of

Manchester (1 ) Manchester and Salford 
Councils are being hindered in their 
attempt to move families out of high 
rise blocks of flats into low-rise 
flats and houses, by the refusal of 
the local DHSS to pay removal expen­
ses and grants for furniture. The 
DHSS says the Councils should pay 
but they have refused to do so. 
Social Security bosses in the area 
claimthey are concerned about avoid­
ing discrimination against people 
in employment. (City Enquirer)

Indonesia The (very) right-wing 
government is well on its way to 
collecting yet another award for 
violating human rights. 'Special 
teams' have been set up to inspect 
all schoolgirls for virginity. The 
teachers' union has condemned the 
move, but to no avail. First results 
show a significant number of non­
virgins; the next move is awaited 
with interest .. (Peoples! News 
Service)

London (l) The GLC is offering 4 
newly modernised houses to anyone 
who has been a council tenant for at 
least 2 years - if they can afford 
up to £32,000. Those interested have 
had to put down a £25 deposit (Well, 
it's a start.') for their names to go 
forward to a ballot. To afford a 
mortgage for £32,000, you would have 
to be earning £12,300 a year - not 
exactly the opportunity of a life­
time to join the property-owning 
democracy ...(Islington Gutter Press^ 
Manchester (2) Ultra-right wing Chief 
Constable Anderton continues his 
anti-gay crusade. The Council's Env­
ironmental Services Committee has . 
been asked to approve new measures 
to combat crime - closing two toil­
ets and* *increasing security' at 
others. Hasn't he got anything else 
to worry about? Such as police 
corruption, for instance? (C.E.) 
London (2) "A house in Newham had 
its windows smashed by kids throwing 
bricks on October 22nd. It has 
happened several times before, and

the police have said they can't do 
anything unless the occupier catches 
the kids. This time he does, but 
while he is waitng for them to 
arrive, the boy's parents appear. 
The father is waving a knife and his 
wife throws a brick through another 
window. The father smashes the lock 
on the door, bursts in and attacks 
the inhabitants. When the police 
arrive, they are shown the damage 
and told who was responsible. Two 
days later the occupier of the house 
is charged with assault on the boy. 
Six days later, the occupier answers 
a ring at the door and is attacked 
again, knocked to the ground and hit 
over the head with an iron bar. . 
Friends drive off the attackers and 
call the police, who take 25 minutes 
to arrive, They are given the number 
of the attackers' car, but refuse to 
take any action." Can this really 
have happened in England? Is it ■ 
easier to believe if you know that 
the occupier of the house was an 
Asian, and the boy a' white? (IGP)



Dear Brighton Voice,
as a member of the RAR group 

(Rock Against Racism) I would, like 
to take the opportunity to comment '■ 
on an article in the last VOICE - 
"Rock Against Cock Rock" - which 
was about the Festival Against Rac­
ism and Sexism at the Polytechnic on 
Nov. 25th.

Firstly there was a total failure 
to convey any sort of impression of 
what the festival was actually like. 
That in terms of ATNOSTPHERE it was 
one of the most enjoyable rock 
events 1 have attended, and that 
this was due in no smalJ part to the 
accent that was pieced on sexism. 
Maybe more photos and fewer words ; 
would have achieved this. Instead * 
the article contained a mish mash of 
paragraphs on sexism in general, 
sexism in rock and in the ANL in 
particular. It did justice to none 
of the topics covered.

differing issues
For a start it assumed racism and 

sexism to be equal, and that therer 
fore any campaign against one should 
be equally able to tackle the other 
in exactly the same way. Unfortunate 
-ly this is just not so. Sexism is 
embedded into people’s practice and 
consciences far deeper than the 
overt racism of the NF. So, although 
the ANL has been extremely success- . 
ful in combatting the NF, the same 
hasn't been possible against sexism. 
A2though the NF is certainly sexist 
in its day to day practice and its 
world view of things, so too is 
every other party; whereas the ■
divide between the NF and the other

of overt racism. Discussions on sex­
ism within Brighton ANL have remain­
ed internal to it, due in .part to 
the way they have been taken up, and 
have led to a decline in these 
attending ANL meetings. There have 
been no attempts by those initiating 
such discussions to take them 
OUTSIDE the ANL. In its one major 
initiative, the Women Against Fasc­
ism and Racism group demanded that 
i of the positions on the Brighton 
ANL Steering Committee be allocated 
en bloc to the WAFAR group*thus 
alienating a number of women. The 
ANL was set. up primarily to c crab at 
the racism of the NF, because it was 
through racism that the NF had 
attempted to build itself. That is 
not to say that the NF isn't sexist 
anti-Trade Union, anti-gay etc., but 
simply that the ANL was a reaction 
to the one thing that the: NF had 
successfully used in Order to grow. 
It is also doubtful whether the ANL 
is capable of campaigning against 
sexism in the same way as it has 
dealt with the NF's racialism.

sexist rock
To a lesser extent the same 

applies to RAR. Whilst RAR does not 
use racist bands (indeed it was the 
racism of Eric Clapton that gave 
rise to RAR), it does have bands 
playing whose musical form, be it 
rock or reggae, is inherently sexist
- to say nothing of the lyrics of 
their songs. This doen't mean that 
overtly sexist bands like the 
Poodles should not be banned. But, 
given that most, if not al], bands

criteria cannot be applied to them 
as to racist bands. And again, init­
iatives against sexism in rock must 
be taken outside RAR (eg. by picket- 
ting concerts by bands like the 
Stranglers) otherwise the impact of 
events like the RARAS gig will be 
lost. Nor will much be achieved by 
preaching to peonle not to forget 
their youthful ideas of rebellion. 
It was also a pity that the Theatre 
Against Sexism didn't use amplifica­
tion, as thier message was lost on 
all except those at the front of the 
hall.

I
 political impact

What the writers meant hy saying 

that large scale events (presumably 
the 2 National ANL Carnivals)weren’t 
politically effective one can only 
guess at. Presumably it depends on 
how you define politics - the activ­
ities of a small group of revolution 
-aries, or, trying to invol?e those 
who are not normally considered 
political. Brighton ANL was formed 
as a direct result of Carnival 1 , ’ 
the impact of which reached out far 
beyond those who attended it. And 
if, having gained a large audience 
and support, the ANL tets about 
discussing every problem in society

- as the article implies it should - 
then it will become a talking shop 
of the few. The article talked at 
people rather than to them, which is 
a pity as the event on Nov.25th 
deserved better.

Yours fraternally, Tony Greensteii^
V.P.Welfare & Education, Brighton" 
Polyteclinic Union.

parties is somewhat greater in terms are, to some extent sexist, the same

benn exclusive continued 
from front page........

After opening his speech to the 
local Co-operative Party by ob­
serving that he was unusual in 
moving further to the left as 
he got older, Tony Benn clearly 
stated his view that ’’capitalism 
has outlived its capacity to 
meet most of our needs” and that 
genuine socialism was the only 
answer. This did not, he said, 
simply mean more nationalization, 
as industries could be state- 
owned without being run on social­
ist or democratic principles.

the power industries
Examples of this were the gas 
and electricity industries, which 
were expected tc make a profit 
and from which the poor were ex­
cluded if they couldn't pay. How­
ever, these particular services

should, he suggested, be moving 
towards a new role as social 
services, available to everyone 
as a right. Similarly, nuclear 
power must come firmly under the 
control of the people, and not 
be run for the profit and in the 
interests of the small elite in 
the nuclear lobby.

„ Benn pointed out that he 
himself was not a supporter of 
the fast-breeder reactor and, if 
given the choice of building one 
or spending the money insulating, 
everybody's house free of charge, 
would certainly favour the latter.

decentralisation
Another major theme was de­
centralisation of power. Un­
like most politicians, Benn 
was prepared to admit that 
he had been wrong in the 
past by advocating the pro­
gressive centralisation of

industrial power through 
mergers and the like. He 
now felt that small units 
were more likely to be open 
to control by their workers 
and that large organisations - 
whatever their nature - were 
fundamentally undesirable and a 
threat to democracy. Even trade 
unions and, the Labour Party 
leaders could get out'of touch 
with their leadership(!)
Finally, he warned of capitalism 
using the "new technology" of 
micro-electronics, etc. to attack 
and smash the unions. What was 
happening at 'The Times' and else 
where was that technology was 
introduced simply to force a re­
action from the union involved, 
rather than from any pressing 
economic need. This would then 
produce a confrontation leading 
either to a union defeat, or to 
a wholesale replacement of work­
ers with non-union labour.

NA LGO and Social Workers

day •

Yours fraternally,

CCNT.C

Yours sincerely,

R. P. (Name and 
address witheld.)

I were ’caught’ jacking- 
nearby public loo, would 
of ’indecency' stand up in

given the mitigating circum-

I would recommend all local 
healthy males to participate in this 
unique performance art, and all sin­
gle women wanting a child (almost ’to 
order’) but reluctant to get involved 
with such men to make enquiries. Don­
ors do not get counselled, though 
their motives are possibly more comp­
lex and varied than the recipient’s.

approval of industrial action spread­
ing (including giving the go-ahead 
for our limited action) contrasts 
with your view that the leadership is 
determined "to force the social work­
ers back to work as soon as possible, 
on whatever conditions the employers 
care to offer". The increasing cost 
of strike pay is an important factor 
in this dispute which can’t be ignor­
ed. Our leaders can be criticised for 
not clearly expressing their worry 
about this to members. The diminish­
ing strike fund belongs to all mem­
bers and can’t be allowed to sink to 
a dangerously low level; the present 
dispute begs the question whether 
NALG-0 strike pay should be so gener­
ous.

Locally, I would not agree with 
you that we are looking forward to 
taking industrial action. That imp­
lies entering a game, which we are 
not. This is a big step for the East 
Sussex branch, a serious attempt to 
improve the social workers’ lot, ach­
ieve parity with most of the local 
government workers who already have 
the opportunity to negotiate locally, 
and to be part of the impressive 
country-wide struggle.

NALGO, its leaders nationally and 
locally, and its diverse membership, 
does need criticism for it to grow. 
Unjustified slurs and attacks from 
friends outside which reinforce the 
notion of the union being ’out there’ 
and not part of ’me’, constitute the 
real Sellout.

fantasies, and I made an 
Ideologically, the impl- 
intelligence was some 

was intrigu­
ing, but in fact the screening pro­
cess does not bear this out. The in­
formal interview was concerned with 
physical appearance (for appropriate 
selective matching with the infertile 
’father’) and took on trust replies 
to the questions about ’any known 
hereditary defects we should know 
about’. The confidentiality seemingly 
excludes your own doctor even for any 
corroboration. The interviewer said 
the prime concern was physical match­
ing and not ’A’ levels, and some 
intuitive visual checking of the app- 
licant-dcnor for ’obvious defects’ 
( - her words). A spe’rm count is 
taken to ensure ^our donation will 
survive the -176 C freezing (it 
doesn’t hurt) and a blood test. 
Having been accepted you can donate 
as often as is required, though a 
gap between donations is necessary 

preserve the sperm count.
An element of surrealism intrudes 

through at various junctures - the 
contradiction between the pregnancy 
termination function and A.I. is 
highlighted by your sitting next to 
female strangers in the ’iwaiting 
room; being ushered into that ’small 
room’ (a toilet, for chrissakesj) 
clutching the sterile receptacle and 
being told to "take your time"; sub­
sequently emerging and being handed 
three used oners in a plain brown 
envelope (yes, you get paid - each 
time, too) as you reciprocate your 
gift. In fact if the semen is frozen 
within one hour of ejaculation it is 
O.K., so home-production can replace 
this on-the-premises act. The poten­
tial for A.I. sabotage by working a 
’switch’ does not bear thinking about 

The potential recipients are of 
course married couples with an infer­
tile male partner, but interestingly 
single women can also apply. The in- 
depth counselling included in the £50 
fee is probably designed to discourr. 
age such applicants, but at least 
BPAS will entertain their requests.

Adrian Briggs.
Deputy Secretary East Sussex
NALG-0 branch (in personal capa­
city and to quote B.V., "in an 
unusually militant mood").

We apologise to J.S. for not being 
able to include her letter on the 
media’s treatment of the USSR. We 

* shall publish it in the next issue

P.S. If 
off in a 
a charge 
court,
stances?

Dear Brighton Voice,
How do you manage to get it wrong 

when you write about social workers 
and NALG-0?. Obviously, the article 
"Social workers face sell out from 
union" was written before the result 
of the ballot of East Sussex NALG-0 
social workers was known. Social 
workers did vote for selective 
industrial action but against one 
strikes.

That isn’t my main objection, 
mistakes happen. But I do object to 
the lazy use of that phoney radical 
term ’sellout’ to unfairly attack 
NALG-0 and falsely counterpose social 
workers against their union. NALGO 
social workers can’t be sold out by 
the union, they are the union. Like 
other trade unions, NALGO is made up 
of many people, the most important 
part being the membership, its rank 
and file to use a discredited phraseo 
Of course, ordinary members can be 
misled (etc.) by their leaders, who 
they helped to choose, if members 
allow this to happen through a comb­
ination of reasons. Equally, leaders 
can be let down by members. The too 
easy use of sellout has often become 
a substitute for serious thought and 
action about how to be effective and 
to achieve unity in a diverse union. 
I think it is incorrect and insulting 
to imply that union officials, full- 
time or voluntary, are corrupt, and 
in league with the employers to dupe 
the members.

The recent rejection by NALGO's 
national leaders (advised by union 
’bureaucrats') of proposals to end 
th^socialworker^^miteandtheir'

The British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service at Wistons Clinic have recen­
tly started an artificial insemina­
tion scheme and were discreetly seek­
ing donors at the University (as a 
source of healthy intelligent males). 
The Argus report on this prompted me 
to indulge intrepid participatory 
investigator
appointment.

^^ition that intelligen
^Je-required credential

X *

63 D.I.V. off
Dear Brighton Voice,
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BRIGHTON CHARTER: Rank & File 
Engine ering Group: monthly 
bulletin;M. Perkins,
I, Normanton Street.

CARF: Paper of the ANTI-RACIST, 
ANTI-FASCIST CO-ORDINATING
COMMITTEE: Acampaigning paper 
excellent, nationwide, from 
Public House Bookshop, or Fla 
3,5, Huntley Street, London. 
Bulk orders / Donations. 

MOVING TARGET: Brighton’s film 
magazine, from good bkshops.. 

QUETNSPARK:Paper for the Queens 
Park area; 18, Windmill stree 
Brighton.

WAYBILL: Newsheet of T<SGWU, 
1/102 Brighton & Hove Distric 
Busmen, from Conway Street 
Depot, Hove

WHOLE EARTH: Alternative tech­
nology, organic living, local 
environmental action.
II, George St. 691318-

OUK P^SS MU.

vi

CUPUNCTUR1ST: Peter Deadman B.Ac
Brighton & Lewes;Lewes 77996

A«UPUNCTURI ST :J .P. Scott,
ALEXANDRA TECHNIQUE:S.J.Scott
33, Surrenden Crescent, 

Brighton 559379, Appt, only 
OMEOPATH: Robert Withers, 
Brighten 699212, Appt. only.
79, Mill Street Falmer. 
SSAGE: Intredu«try courses & 
SHIATSU; Contact Public House 
Bookshop, 28357, (No wankers, 
please).

SECOND SUN HEALING: Through dir-- 
ect action &. increased under­
standing. 7, Terminus Road, 
Brighton 29248.

SHIATSU: Reflexology, Swedish 
massage, Bach flower remedies 
Marek Urbanowicz, The Palmeira 
Clinic; 6,Palmeira Square,
Hove. Brighton 734465. Appts.

Fri
THREE

KSHCP:19 George 
hism,books,

s,gifts,candles,

ANANDA: 19, Bond Street. Odds & 
ends, Indian crafts, incense, 
etc.

BRIGHTON HOSTEL SHOP: Charity
shop, 105, Islingwood Road. 
Open 10-4. Articles wanted. 

GREENS:' Vegetarian Restaurant,
7, Victoria Read, 27878.
Open 10 - 11pm(meals from 6pm) 
Closed Tuesdays...Takeaway too 

INFINITY: 25, North Road,603563. 
FOOD: Macrobiotic/wholefood

supplies. Open 9.30 -*5.00 
Closed all day Wednesday. 

BAKERY & PIE SECP: Open 9-5, 
except Wednesday, 9 - 5.30. 

BULK STORE: Bulk supplies. Open
Tues. - Sat.; 9 =>30 - 1 & 2 — 5 

KEMP TOWN BOOKS: 91, St. George’ 
Road,; Radical literature: new 
and second-hand books.

PUBLIC HOUSE BOOKSHOP:21 Little 
Preston St,28357.Books,mags., 
records,coffee.Basement events 
Bi-monthly newsletter.New
musical catalogue out now. 

PULSE:Sussex Univ.wholefood cafe 
SCR Falmer House.Feminist 
collective.Mon-Fri. 12-2. 

SAXONS VEGETARIAN RESTUARANT:
48 George St.Btn.6?O733 Mon- 
Sat.11.30-5.Also Fri & Sat.
7.15-11.Bring own wine. 

SOLSTICE BOOKSHOP:28 Trafalgar 
St.Btn. alternative books & 
mags.basement reading room. 
Tel.692880.

SIMPLE SUPPLIES: Wh olefood, 
recycling,publications etc.
er.viromental centre.11 George 
St.Btn.691 318.Mon-Sat.9.30-
5.30.Closed. Thurs.

SUNRISE RESTUARANT: 16 North Rd.
Btn.Whol
Rur. by
Buddhi

& Sat
ROOMS 

ton Rd,Hove.Vegetarian. 
Mon-Sat 10-3.Tel.779933 

WINDHORSE
St.Btn.
Indian clothe
incense,cards.10-5.daily. 

WORKERS BOOKSHOP(Btn.) 
Marxist-Leninist classics
& working class history.37 
Glouc .Rd. Tel. 684404. 

A

SOCIETY FOR ANGLO-CHINESE
UNDERSTANDING: D. Furoi, 12, 
Berkeley Row, Lewes. 2414. 

SUSSEX COUNTY SKATEBOARD ASSOC
737357. "

TRADES COUNCIL: Coordinating 
group of local trades unions 
affiliated to the TUC.Andy 
Durr, 235, Ditchling Rd. 
505314.

LABOUR HISTORY PROJECT & LABOU 
HISTORY PRESS: as above. 

TRADES & LABOUR CLUB: Meeting 
place for trades unionists.
16, Lewes Rd. 601101.

TRANSPORT 2000: Wilf Martin,
49, Benfield Rd., Portslade 
416105. Meetings second Tues 
of month, Btn. Station. 7pm. 

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION: 
Nancy Dore, 157 Surrenden Rd 
501370.

WEST PIER SOCIETY: John Lloyd
5, Belle Vue Gardens. 603705 

WEST HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIO 
21359.

WIDOWS CLUB: 47, Tivoli 
Crescent, Dyke Rd. Meet 8pm 
fourth Wednesday each month. 
Unitarian Hall, New Road. 

WOMEN AGAINST FASCISM AND 
RACISM: contact c/o Resource 
C ent re

OMEN FICU'T1 RAPE GROUP: Contac 
Women’s centre.

OMENS CENTRE: at back of 
Resource Centre. Open: 
Tue, Wed, Thur, Sat: 11 - 2 
& Tue, Wed: 6.30 - 8 pm. 
Pregnancy tests, rights, etc 
605911.

OMENS INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FO 
PEACE & FREEDOM: 684604 and 
Lewes 4161.

OMENS LIBERATION: 
Resource Centre every t 
Monday. For info: 605911. 

OMENS VOICE GROUP: based on 
Womens Voice paper. Sue 21060 

ORKERS EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
Stirling Smith, 211, Qu^fc’ 
Park Road. 680654. 

ORKERS MUSIC ASSOCIATION: 
Basement, 28, Livingstone Rd 
Hove.

ORK HAZARDS GROUP: Info and 
resources on health and 
safety at work. Meet Mons at 
Resource Centre. 68, Compton 
Road. 686302

ORKENG ASSOCIATION OF MOTHERS: 
Linda Kinsella, 551341. Baby 
sitting, social events, 
creche etc. 

’ORKING WEEKENDS ON ORGANIC 
FARMS: Don lynches, 56, High 
Street, Lewes. 6286. 

OUNG UNEMPLOYED’S CLUB: Weds
11.30 - 2. Institute,
Queen3 Square.

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT: Resource 
Centre high-top transit and 
driver. Brighton 607141• 

IN: Lewes Work Collective. 
Gardening, decorating, 
tutoring, mechanics etc 
(OVer forty skills). 5, Mount 
Place, Lewes. Lewes 5234. 

OULSECOOMBE CHILDRENS DANCE 
TROUPE: Morris dancing etc. 
for OAP’s, children’s homes 
etc. B'ton 691713.

IRE JOY: Whole Foods Catering 
Collective. 19, Hammy Way, 
Shoreham by Sea. S’ham 62301 

ARIETY WITH THE VENTURAS: 
Charity concert party, OAF 
clubs, children’s homes, e 
B’ton 737357

ZSHED AS PART 
F BRIGHTON VOICE WO.53 feb. *79 
lease check your entry. If we 
ave left you out, made mistake 

or the info, is no linger up to 
date, please let us know. This 
service is absolutly free, so 
why not use it.............. ?
BRIGHTON VOICE INFORMATION
7 VICTORIA Rd. BRIGHTON. 
BRIGHTON VOICE is an alternativ 
paper produced by people living 
and working in the area. It aim 
to cover news which the commerc 
commercial press, because of it 
political and social bias disto 
distorts.

There is no editor- we are al 
involved in all parts of the 
production process. The paper i 
not produced for profit: we 
publish it because we hope you 
will find it interesting and 
useful. It is not aligned with, 
or funded by , any political 
party or grouping.

The Voice depends entirely 
on support from its readers, 
you have some spare time and 
would like to help in writing/ 
production/distribution, we 
meet every Sunday at 8.30 pm 
at 7 Victoria Rd.(side entrance 
or phone 27878 at the same time 

We support individuals and 
groups of people trying to take 
control over thier own lives, 
and try to report things from 
thier point of view. We hope 
readers will draw thier own 
conclusions and the news will 
be helpful to others in the 
sagie circumstances

ALL MATERIAL FOR NEXT ISSUE
BY 14th FEB. IDEAS, NEWS,
INFO, OPINION............
N.B. THE VOICE IS NOW REE
BY OVER 5,000 PEOPLE

food,vegetarian.
nds of the Western 

rder.Mon-Thur 12-5,
2-6 & 7-1Opm.

CAFE:14 Blatching-

ANIMAL ACTIV 3; anti factory 
farming etc. V. Smith 386, 
Portland Rd. Hove 411484 

ANOREXIC AID: 1st Monday of 
month. Noreen 682054 or Pe 
735362

BEE KEEPERS ASSOCIATION: 
Brighton & Lewes Division of 
Sussex Beekeepers. Lyn Hawk­
ins, 14 The Lees, Peacehaven 
4522

BING CROSBY CLUB: 737357 (am) 
BRIGHTON HOSTEL: 18 Dorset Gdns 

Soup run bottem West St 10 -
11 pm daily. Help needed 
682089

BRIGHTON SOCIETY: Environmental 
group. S. Montford 10, 
Cleremont Road. 

BUS USERS ACTION GROUP:
R. Sprigge, 7, Tivoli Rd., 
562172

CAMPAIGN FOR HOMOSEXUAL 
EQUALITY: 202930 8 - 10 pm 
daily.

CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DIS­
ARMAMENT: 28633 

COMMUNITY ARTS WORKSHOP: 
Dance, drama, mime, music. 
St. Anne’s Hall, St. Georges
Rd. Kemntown. 697493 for dtls 

CONFERENCE OF SOCIALIST
ECONOMISTS:» K. Smith, 10
Warleigh Rd.

FEDERATION OF TENANTS
ASSOCIATIONS (BTON): 72,
Swanborough Place. 

FRIENDS CENTRE: meeting Place 
with F.E. classes. 16, Ship
Street. 27835 

FRIENDS OF THE
McIlroy, 32, 

FRIENDS OF THE 
ORDER: Yoga,
Beginners meditation Mon 7*15
19, George St. 693971 

GAY CHRISTIANS: Martin 680868 
GAY RURAL AID & INFO NETWORK 

(GRAIN): Clyde Oliver, 69 
North St. Lewes.

GAY TEACHERS: David or Bob 
733838.

GEORGE STREET AREA SOCIETY: 
(Save George St. Campaign) 
Howard Allaway, 7, Steine 
Gdns, 693763.

GINGERBREAD: Self help pressure 
group for one parent families 
Basement, 6, Marlborough Plac 
Place, 774087.

HANOVER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION: 
Southover St., self-build 
community centre. 688380. 

TWO PIERS HOUSING CO-OP: 
Collective ownership and 
control of housing for young 
single people. Contact Brenda 
Lewes 2029, Ray 776577, or 
Bob 737677.

HUNT SABOTEURS ASSOCIATION:
Vince Smith, 386, Portland Rd 
Hove. 411134.

KINGSCLIFFE CONSERVATION
SOCIETY: Ms. N. Marlow, 18, 
Bedford Street.

LESBIAN GROUP: Jill,
31, Franklin Rd. 696298. 

LINK UP: Sussex University 
Community Action. 680380. 

MUSICIANS COLLECTIVE: John, . 
Public House Bookshop, 2, 
Little Preston St.

MUSIC FOR SOCIALISM: Contact 
as above.

NATIONAL ABORTION CAMPAIGN:
C ont act Women's C ent re.

N.C.C.L: See ’Advice*. 
PROJECT ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND: 

Hove. 737357, 738712 or 
411565.

RESOURCE CENTRE: Top of North 
Rd., 607141. Basic resources 
for the community: meeting 
space, duplicating, screen 
printing, community press, 
playgroup, directory of meet-, 
ing space and much more.

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN: 19,Elm 
Grove. 687848.

S.M. A.C.H.S.: 132, Ladysmith Rd 
602900.

SOCIALIST ENVIRONMENTAL
RESOURCES ASSOCIATION (SERA): 
Socialist solutions for a 
just and sustainable society.
K. Beuret, 301, E. Slope,
Sussex University.

I FASCIST COMMITTEE:
c/o 179, Lewes Road, Bton. 

ANTI NAZI LEAGUE: 12, Little 
Newport Street, London WC2. 

ANARCHIST COMMUNIST ASSOCIATION:
Brighton 693829o

BIG FLAME: 68, Compton Road, 
phone Brighton 721283, for 
details of meetings etc. 

BRIGHTON ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUP: 
Nick at 18, Bloomsbury Place, 
Kemp Town.

COMMUNIST PARTY G.B.:Contact 
Sec: P. Goffin, 95a, St. 
George's Rd. (587336)meetings
1st. Wed of month at the
Stanford Arms,7.45pm phone 
for details'

OMMUNIST PARIY OF BRITAIN (ML):
37 Gloves. Rd. 684404

OOPKRATIVE PARTY, B’ton:
86 London Rd. 683O76.Hcve:J. 
Cattell,29,Feredown Drive.Por 
slade

ABIAN SOCIETY:G.Forbes,66 
Meadow Way,Burgess Hill. 
Tel. 963-43723 

LABOUR PARTY:B’ton;179 Lewes 
Rd. 602592. Sec M.Hill 22 
Pert Hall Pl,.557704;Hove
40 Cowper St. Sec J.Cattell
29 Foredown. Dr. Portslade. 
Lewes;3,North St. Lewes,4312 

1BERAL PAR'lY".Brighton Pavilion 
F. Hi_x, Gordon House, 14a, 
Ship Street.Contact:
25315 (day) 26560 (evening). 
Brighton, Kemp Town.;A. Fram­
pton, 32, Brownleaf Rd.,3681 

Hove & Portslade: J•McCormack,
11, Wellington Avenue, Hove, 
Phone 738462.

LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST GROUP:Rin
689697.

EW COMMUNIST PARTY: M. Chaplin
83, Edburton Ave., Brighton. 

SOCIALIST CHALLINGE: :c/o Intern 
ational Marxist Group ,Studen 
Union, University of Sussex. 

SOCIALIST WORKERS’ PARTY:19, ELit 
Grove, Brighton 687848. 

OUNG COMMUNISTS (BRIGHTON):
C. Murray, c/o 16, Waterloo S 
Hove, Brighton 733838.

YOUNG LIBERALS: c/o Councillor
D. Regers, 8, Guilford Street 
Brighton 26011•

YOUNG SOCIALISTS (L.P.): Contac 
Brighton-P. Byrne, 64, Colema 

Street or 601559. 
Hove-53, Blatchington Road. 
Lewes-A. Bryant, 16, Willaw

Walk. Newhaven 6299*
1

GE CONCERN:Old people’s wel­
fare. Mon-Fri IO-I2.3O & 2-4pm
57 Ditchling Rd. B’ton 683275 

it BY BIT:Help & info(voluntary 
social work unit)24hrs,27878 
Vists by app't only.Volunteers 
wanted.

ANCER PREVENTION:(Area Health 
Authority) 23344

CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAUX 
B’ton:17 Ditchling Rise 
601664> Mon-Fri 10—4pm & Tues
6-8pm; 2 St Georges Place Mon- 
Fri 10-1 pm & 2-4pm
Hove: Town Hall (Tisbury Rd) 
734811, Mon/Wed/Fri 10-12.30 &
12.15-4pm; Tue/Thu 10-4pm

OMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL 
Advice on problems/difs. with 
the NHS: Btn33824, Hove7H86 

AMILY PLANNING CLINlCT"
18/19 Western Rd 734258 
Lewes, Newhaven & University 
Health Centre - Btn 23344

GAY SWITCHBOARD: Info & Advice 
202930, 8-1Opm every night 

HOUSING ADVICE CENTRE (council):
73 Grand Pde 29801, Mon-Fri
9-4.30pm

OUR WEEKLY ADVICE CENTRE:
179 Lewes Rd, 10.30-11.30; 
Quinton Barry & Dave Hill 
prospective pari, candidates 
for Kemp Town & Pavilion

LEGAL & WELFARE INFO DESK: 
Union Hall, Air St.
Sats. 10-4pm

LIBRARIES:
but have
form you of your rights. Comm­
unity info also available 

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL 
LI BERTIE

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL 
LIBERTIES (Sussex): 689385 or 

c/o Public House Bookshop 
(see ’SHOPS’)

PREGNANCY ADVISORY SERVICE(Btn): 
Pregnancy testing, counselling 
abortions, vasectomies:
Wistons, 138 Dyke Rd, 509726 

RENT TRIBUNAL: rent
security of tenure
Preston Rd, 506381 

RIGHTS CENTRE(Btn):
legal problems. Central Free 
Church, Queens Sq, 2492, Tue
5.30-7.30; Thu 12.30-2, 5.30-
7.30

SAMARITANS: For those in despair 
Btn 772277(24hr); Hove 102 
Clarendon Rd

SQUATTERS & TENANTS ADVISORY
SERVICE: Advice to the homeless 

& those with housing problems
C/0 Resource Centre, North Rd 

WOMENS AID: Refuge for battered 
women, 506325

ubscriptions
£2-50 for 12

BACK ISSUES & "Region Six"
Special Report available from

victoria Road, Brighton 27878i >
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Through the National Joint Council 
for Local Authorities’ Services 
(Manual Workers), the employers made 
an offer ’within’ the 5% pay guide­
lines. Just what the offer amounts 
to becomes clear when assessed with-

A? </£>(/ 77//>V< 
*/<?// X)/2£- —ZM<S ?

F.

alternative forms of "disruptive 
action" - such as works to rule and 
meetings (but "at workplace level 
only" it was stressed).

Last Monday’s Low Pay Strike by 
local government manual workers was 
described by the G-uardian as the 
"most co-ordinated industrial action 
to hit Britain since the General
Strike of 1926". In Brighton, there 
were successful pickets outside the 
ambulance depot in Elm Grove, where 
drivers agreed to answer only emer­
gency calls; at the refuse collec­
tion depot in Hollingdean and the 
street-sweeping depots in Castle. St. 
and Park St.; even the Royal Pavil­
ion stayed closed.

At the refuse depot in Leyton Rd. 
in Hove, however, NUPE workers 
crossed picket lines to continue 
working as normal. There was very 
ittle response at the Polytechnic, 

except for a strong early morning
picket at Mithras House. Tne situa­

tion was better at the University: 
both entrances were picketed and 
people were asked to turn back. A 
number of students ignored this 
request, despite the student union’s 
call for a sympathy strike.

Those who didn’t stay to picket, 
went up to London to join the mass 
rally. Nine coaches left Brighton, 
to swell the ranks of the 100,000 
workers calling for a living wage, e

Although the response to the 
strike call was overwhelming among 
GMWU members, there was dissatis­
faction among the NUPE strikers, 
who complained about the lack of 
solidarity among their brothers at 
the Polytechnic and at the Leyton 
Road depot, and about the general 
lack of co-ordination by their exec­
utive. This was also echoed by shop 
stewards. Instead of calling for an 
all-out strike, the circular sent by 
the NUPE Executive Council to their 
shop stewards offered a number of 

J

•

V
• • 

ft

The Trades Union Campaign Committee 
Bulletin cites examples of a Univer­
sity porter who has to balance a £1-0 
basic take-home wage against a basic 
weekly expenditure of £47, and of a 
groundsperson who takes home only 
£33 a week. It is only by wonting 
far more than 40 hours a week that 
they can attempt to make ends meet; 
without overtime, the take-home pay 
for many public service manual work­
ers would be about the same as they 
would get on Social Security - and 
we all know how appallingly low that 
is. But why should a roadsweeper 
have to get up at 5.30 every day of 
the week just in order to survive 
the price inflation which is caused 
by profit-grabbing employers and not 
the so-called ’selfish’ workers.
Why should someone compete for over­
time, which is offered only when the 
management deem it cost-effective?

%
Maiif will it -

The claim by the low pay unions for 
a minimum basic rate of £60 for a 
35 hour week may seem a ludicrously 
high demand when the establishment 
press spouts it out in terms of per­
centage increases against levels of 
inflation and price rises. These 
magic figures which are deemed to be 
so important in stabilising our eco­
nomy have been chanted so often that 
we forget just who is responsible 
for the health and well-being of 
country; and we can sit back and 
watch a man charge the ambulance 
drivers with "legalised murder", 
for as little as £36 a week save 
lives of thousands of people every 
day.

The £60 a week claim is, in fact, 
based on § of the government’s fig­
ures for the average weekly wage 
(which in Nov 78 was £94.89). Thus 
the lowest grade workers would get 
a rise of about £18 (from £42.40), 
and the pay for highest grade work­
ers would increase from £48.25 to 
just over £?0 (still well below the 
£95 average). If one accepts that 
every worker is entitled to live 
adequately in a society s/he works 
to maintain, then this demand is 
more than reasonable.

At present, the basic wage for a 
middle grade manual worker in local 
government is around £40; on top of 
this is added a £5 weekly supplement 
which is deducted when calculating 
overtime and other bonuses:- don’t 
forget, this is before tax and N.I 
has been deducted.

The fight for 

my
• ** t *



ADVERTISEMENT

the things that

between diverse social,economic and

debate between various viewpoints at

»

f

a

Social workers fight on

setbackdespite

4

We Need Your Work Now I

Disillusioned

a contact point 
group s•

this purpose, 
the last scheme are 
those taking action 
country.

Brighton’s decision makers do behind

BUY IT EVERY

Subscribe £2.50 for 12 issues 
to: 7 Victoria Road, Brighton

Following the wholesale rejection 
of the last botched-up and largely 
incomprehensible offer cooked up by 
a joint union/employers working 
party, NALG-0, the main union involved 
in the dispute, is rapidly becoming 
disillusioned with its foray into 
the hard world of industrial strife. 
The strike is now costing over 
£500,000 a month nationally, and a 
further lease of life will force 
NALG-0 to obtain a mortgage on its 
London headquarters.

firm
Action G-roup

Brighton Voice is the only community newspaper covering the 
Brighton area. It is the only news source which does not fit 
the selective versions of
main roles;
To expose
the backs of the people
To act as
political
To provide a platform for
local level.

in the grades. A middle grade worker 
would get a rise of £1.70 a week 
(from £2+4*70 to £2+6.40), or 3.8^, 
while the lowest grade worker would 
get a rise of less than 1.5%: or, in 
’real* terms, £>Op - which, after 
stoppages, amounts to nothing! Just 
how the employers intended to plac­
ate their workers with an offer 
like that is anyone’s guess. And 
then along came Sunny Jim Callaghan 
who, in a * desparate’ attempt to 
avert the strike, made an unnegotia­
ted offer of £3.50 a week for all 
grades. On top of the fact that this 
offer did not go through accepted 
negotiating channels, the basic rate 
would remain the same and the £3*50 
would be added to the weekly supple­
ment - which, remember, is deducted 
from basic pay rates for bonuses; as 
the NUPE Strike Bulletin comments, 
it would equal ’’the price of a bus 
fare’’. The NUPE bulletin is titled: 
’Strike on Monday? We Can’t Afford 
Not To!1; this highlights the com­
plaints by a lot of low paid workers 
that they cannot afford to lose a 
day’s pay by going on strike. All 
the more reason for the NUPE Execu­
tive to stress to all its members 
how vitally important it is for the 
Day of Action, and what follows, to 
be an overwhelming success

the e st abli she depress . It has three

Low Pay Strike (cont.)

It is therefore unsurprising that 
prodigious efforts are being made 
to get a return to work, under any 
conditions that can be swung on an 
increasingly suspicious membership. 
A special conference has been called 
for the end of January (shortly af-? 
ter the Voice went to press) for 

and few changes from 
expected by 
around the

MONTH or:

As predicted in the last issue of 
the Voice, Brighton and Hove social 
workers voted overwhelmingly for a 
series of one-day strikes in the 
recent ballot in pursuit of their 
claim for regrading and local nego­
tiations. Unfortunately, their 
support for this action was outvoted 
by workers in the more conservative 
rural areas, and the proposal was 
lost by a handful of votes.

A series of measures were agreed, 
however, including bans on all types 
of work in the Juvenile Courts, on 
the completion of adoption reports, 
on co-operation with the police Juv­
enile Liaison Bureau and on dealing 
with enquiries from Councillors, all 
as from January 2nd.This Bulletin has been bought by 

the Brighton and Hove Trades Council 
for you to have a platform to express 
your views. To keep it going, we need 
you to fill these two pages with your 
own material. For example, if there 
is industrial trouble in your place 
of work, let us hear the shop floor 
side. We would also welcome your 
Letters, Opinions, Stories, Photos 
and Cartoons. We need a good response 
now if there are to be future Bulle­
tins.

Please send your contributions to:
Mrs. Ann Jones,
252 Freshfield Road,
BRIG-HTON. BN2 2YG-.

Standing
The radical NALG-0 

says: ”in typical fashion our own 
NEC have tried to contain and tone 
down the strikes, as well as negoti­
ate a national sell-out. Although 
by massive rank and file pressure 
we forced some escalation and stop­
ped a frame-up, talks are still 
continuing”. Local social workers, 
many having their first unpleasant 
taste of industrial action, are 
standing firm and will want a def­
inite and substantial improvement 
in pay before they consider a 
return to normal working.

Support for their action is 
reported even in the higher reaches 
of East Sussex Social Services
Department, but the police and 
magistrates are not happy, to say 
the least, and neither is the Tory- 
dominated Social Services Committee.




