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Sealink covers the flaw

The much-vaunted (and expensively
advertised) Seajet service from the
Marina to Dieppe has turned out to
be slightly less jet-propelled than
they would have us believe.

One of the two hydrofoils was only
designed for smooth lakes and doesn't
like the Channel much - it has to be
taken out of service as soon as the

sea gets up -a bit. As a result,
British Rail Sealink ferries arec
carrying quite a few passengers who
don't believe 'a ship will fly'

Despite this welcome addition to
the profits of a nationalised ind-
ustry, Sealink are considering
ending their agreement with Seajet,
as there have been difficulties in
getting them to come up with any
money within a reasonablec length of
times while British Rail expects
payment in seven days, Jetlink

Ferries Ltd., the hydrofoil operators,

have been keeping them waiting for
up to two months.This of course means
a good few bab: saved via the current
high interest rates, and with winter
on the way it'll be even more.

Now that Sealink seems rather less
inclined to bail out the opposition,
we can look forward to the suspension
or scrapping of .the whole Seajet
operation some time next year.

persquibious

The horrendous tale of dear-

departed Eric Steele and Gary Williams

attacking each other instead of the
oppcsition 1lit up Hove like = scggy
firework (geddit?) last month.
Thousands muttered unrepeatable
epithets intc their cuppa as they
sank even more lifelessly into their
armchairs to &8¥ait the onset of

Dr. Who.

It seems that a summer filled
with speculation over super stadiums
has somewhat diverted attention from
the pretty obvious shortcomings of
the team who are, at best, a solid
second division outfit, often from
the neck up. Although there have been

' Orient,

death ‘nn the cheap

We have already reported cn the
catalogue of locked fire doors, ctc.
that helped cause the deaths of ten
people in the Manchester Woolworths
\fire - now the first court case
arising frcm it has been completed.
The company was found guilty of
keeping an emergency exit chained
and padlocked; the result, a fine of
£100. Not cxactly punitive.

This month’s

rip-off

All devotees of Hammer films will

have enjoyed the Tory Conference, with

1ts usual parade of antedeluvian
ghastlies, but it was particularly
heartening (or something) to see two
local horrors in starring roles.

Creaking, red-faced Julian Amery
appeared on. loan from the nineteenth
century to give his stock rant on the
terrors of international communism
and majority rule in Rhodesia, b
even more revolting was Julia Cu
berlege,’Chairman® of East Sussex
Social Services Committee, telling
us how bad she felt about all these
cuts.

At the same time, she managed to
say how vital they were and blame
them on the trade unions. Speaking

'from the heart' (gurgle, gurgle) she

Albion

one or two unexpectedly good
individual performances, they are on
the whclelethargic and uninspired,
and sulky Pete had better get his.
finger out a bit more often, or he'll
be back to Burton on a free transfer,
not cavorting with Borussia Moenchen-
Gladbach.

It's about time Bamber came up
with a quid or two - after all, he
has got a million or so salted away-
to buy 'a bit c¢f backbone before it's
too late. If the Albion go down at
the end of the season, they might not

stop till they reach the hottom:

remember Northampton, Carlisle,:
etc, etc,

told the: spellbound ratepayers that
'we are determined to help old folk
stay in their homes, but they need

support. They want independence anc
dignity, but most cf all They need
love, '

Strangzly enough, she failed to
mertion the planned cut in the Home
H:1p service - 20% in the Brighton
area next years; similar plans have

been made for the rest of the county.

Perhaps they were included in the
bit about. 'the promotion of =
vigorous, caring society.'.

panic, horror, yrnpe’

The Nottingham production of the
sociaglist musical 'Bitter Apples'
(recertly at the Gardnar Centre) was
hacked about somewhat after the Lady
Mayoress walked out of its first
night in protest at a nude scene,

She commented later that 'the
characters in the play were louts
and layabouts - the sort of people
vho have to be moved from the steps
of the council headquarters when the
Lord Mayor arrives'. Nottingham is
[ory controlled.

WELC OME

We extend a cordial welcome to our
two most recent subscribers - a
fully paid-up Tory voter of impec-
lcable lineage who wants to know
'what the enemy's up to, and a
liberal copper who wunts to see
himself as others se¢ him.

Brighton Voice &%

DEATH<AND
DEPRIVATION !

= DID YOU KNOWV. . .

On September 27th,Councillor George Burton)Chairman
omant Sussex Education Committee,successfully
Hastings has
worst iIinfant

d-that a disturbing report on *he extent of
erty and deprivation in Brighton and other parts of
death rate in

the county,should remain secret,in case it was 'mis-
construed' by the public,

BRIGATON VOICE has obtained a copy of this report,

which was prepared by the research section of the

Social Services Dapt.,in connection with an application
for Urban Aid,and we summarize the conclusions in this

issue,The people of Brighton can now judge for them-
selves and see whether it is possible to'misconstrue!’
the appalling evidence of Tory neglect,
well below capacity, whilst the
industry suffers from overcapacity
and the effect of Japanese TV's

FULL. FACTS p. 3
. flooding the market. ITT's selling

prices had become unrealistic.

raises questions about the The workforce at Hastings used to

future of ITT Creed on the Hol- top 1,000 and has gradually fal-

lingbury estate. | len. The unions were left negot-

The Hastings factory, which iating the best redundancy settle-

made televisions, had been wo?klng ments they could.

ITT WORKERS

The news that ITT Consumer Pro-
ducts at Hastings will stop
production by the middle of
next year, with a loss of 550
jobs in phased redundanciles,
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enty=-fifth out of

45, equal with St, Helens. Towns

Housing

Basic housing amenities include ex-
clusive use of one or more of the

What makes it
following; a fixed bath”

so significant, however, is the collection and collating of the
statistics which together revealquite clearly the deprivation

further and further behind.,
Given the above details, it is not
. surprising that children also suf-
iber of children in care, relative

shower, wash basin, kitchen sink,in
side W,C,, hot and cold running

water supply. In the lea
towms with households lacking these

with better records include Birm=
ingham, Wigan, Gateshead and Sund=-
“erland == bywords for deprivation,

The introduction states .

baldly that, 'East Sussex has 4 towns - Brighton, Eastbourne,
Hastings and Hove - that are consistently grouped with towns

such as Birmingham, Boulton, Bradford, Doncaster, Gateshead,
Leeds, Rotherham, Salford, St.Helens, Sunderland, North and

South Tyneside for incidence of 8 out of 10 of the need
wage area, but also that it is slipp-

It will be seen from this that the
county is not only a consistent low
fer a worse fate here than elsewhere
Brighton has the eleventh highest
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The Secrel Report

The report was prepared late in 1978 and relies largely on

:

MANUAL | WORSE
Earnipys Comparisens : E SUSSEX .

indicators used by the D of E in the process of designating
local authorities under the Inner Urban Areas Act, 1978

information already published in various plaees,

POVERTY IN BRIGHTON
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The Student Union at Brighton
Poly went into occupation over
the issue of sabbatical officers
on Monday 8th October. Brighton
Polytechnic consists of depart-
ments at Falmer, Lewes Road

and Grand Parade, Eastbourne Col-
lege was added last term., As a
result of this addition, the
Union felt a federal structure
was needed and that it would there-
fore require eight sabbatical of-
ficers instead of six.

WHOSE
IS

Before the new term began,
the Director said that this change

- was unconstitutional and no capit-

ation fees were forwarded to the
Union., In the face of this action,
the Union maintained its position
and the administrative offices on
three different sites were occupied
and Eastbourne held a half- day
strike as a token of sympathy.

The High Court decision cn

~the issue stated that the 1976 con-

stitution was nc longer binding,
but that the Director should con-
tinue to withold capitation fees
until such time as there was a
viable executive committee to ad-
ministrate the funds. Negotiations
between the Union and Directorate
continue over the issue of the
number of sabbatical officers.

Since the Voice has been told
by senior Brighton educationalists
that the Director has little or
no support within his own admin-
istration and has set out almost
single-handed to smash the Union,
it seems unlikely that he will be
successful in this absurd course;
despite the recent eviction of
the Union occupation from the ad-
ministrative buildings.

In the follcwing article the
Union puts its case to the commun-
ity

The occupation at Brighton Pcly is
an issue which has been widely cov-
ered in the Brighton areca., Unf'ortun-
ately in this coverage many of the
issues have become clouded and con-
fused. Hopefully this article will
serve to explain what exactly is at
stake, Basically, our student union's
right to make its own decisions con-
cerning its own constitution and
the distribution of its funds is
being slowly taken away by the
Directorate.

To suggest that the Union
had this right before may seem
misleading, but the Directorate
saw fit to ignore the fact that the
Union were practising this right

last year, when six sabbatical off-
icers were operating. They did not
bring about any court action at that
time, but curiously enough, walted
until the beginning of the new term
when it was possible to effectively
cripple us by declaring us un-
constitutional, informing the

bank that they were dealing

with an unconstituted union,
holding back our capitation

fee and instigating the freezinz
of our funds. By then the Union

UNION
T?

had already employed eight new

sabbatical cfficers, who had given
up their courses to be employed by
the Union for thz year '79-80. In
taking civil action to the High
Court the Director knew full well
that he was putting these eight
peoples' jobs at immediate risk.
The Union had already accepted the
eight people at UGM's which had
previously been held, So what evol-
23 1s a situation where the
student bndy has accepted the re-
orzanisation of its own funcs, but
tha Director wants effectively to
prevent this from happening.
We nust ask the inevitable

guestion: WHIOSE UNICON IS TIT?

The rulirg of the High Court
has served only to returrn the
dispute back to the internal affair
which it has always been, and right-
1y so, The judige made & ruling
stating that four of the eight sab-
baticals were in fact legal. This
the College toock as a victory, since
it wees suppcsed by the Directcr
tlat all eight could be rencered in-
effective., Well, ccnsiderirng that
our poaiticn had been bhacked up by
the High Court's ruling, it seemed
only logicel that the Directcr
would unfreceze our funds., Oh r.o,
says tke Directcr., But we are rever-
theless actrally managirg to oper-
ate firancially, as ocur case has
beer brocught tc the attenticn of
otlicr SU's around the country and
tlkey are givirg us lcans with which
to cperate. So we returr to the
basic issue, ter the merger with
Eastbourte College we need to aaopt
a federal structure in order tc
operate an effective student
union, To operate a federal
structure, we need eight sab-
baticals.

After thke High Court's rul-
irg, we went into supposed neg-
otiations with the Direetor and
his friend Mr Gardner, This turn-
ed out to be 'an informal chat' -
and very little was resolved. We

| BRICHTCN AGAINST CCRRIE

intend to continuve pressing far
cur demands,

As a union, we are aware tht
with the impending cuts threateninrg
the College we have to be strong in
order to be effective in our oppos-
ition, This is necessary so that
we can preserve the quality of the
facilities which we offer the com-
mur:ily as a whole. In the past, the
College has been alt".e tc have a
very good community action group.
It has alsc tried ie» run a creche
for the children of students and
staff, Both these activities sre
threatened unless we win our dem-
ands. What we ask is tke support
of the ccmmurity in turn., Please
write voicing your support of the
student body to: G Gardner, Clerk
to the Pcly Council, Mitkras House,
Lewes Road, Brightcn,

THANKYOU,

THE_CAMPAIGN IN OCTOEER
Tre campaign has been very active
tris montlk, Cur fortnightly general
meetings at the Resource Centre have
been viell-attended (about 50 people)
and the campaign seems to te musk-
reeming in varicus directious.
The main events have been:
(1) leafletting and picket of the
Labour Conference |
(2) a rock zgainst Corrie event
which included wcrkshops during the
day and a gig in the evening which
was also a successful fund-raising
event
(2) a jumble sale at A1l Saints Hall
(L) organising for the naticnal
demonstraticn in London on Oct. 28th,
Meanwhile, we are petitioning
weekly in the town (meet by the
Rights Stall in Air St. at Zpm. 1if
you want to lend a hand), talking to
local groups and leafletting hosp-

itals, schools, factories, etc, -
(oatdoard

'conference'was leafletted

Contd from p &4 :
. The Labour party

daily in an attempt to gain support

for our campaign from the delegates.

Initially, the debate on abortion .

was billed for the Wednesday and we

organised a picket to coineide with

this. However the debate was taken

off the agenda and once again the

issue of abortion and women's rights

was relegated to a low priority. ,
The aims of the national and n

local campaigns during the confer-

ence was to urge delegates to

demand that a three-line whip be

imposed on Labour M,P.s on the

vote on Corrie's Bill at the

third reading in February 1980.

This would mean that Labour M,Ps

would have to vote against the

Corrie Bill in accordance with

their official policy which is

- to support sbortion as a woman's

fight for choice

ghte Without a thriee-line
whip the pro-abortion poliecy of
the Labour Party is meaningless,

.The turnout for the picket was
quite large (about 200 peoah:)
and we managed to carry ou% a
noisy protest against the Corrie
Bill while delegates left and
entered the building during
lunch, We demanded a three-

line whip, that the abortion

‘issue should be raised at the
conference, and that the Corrie
Bill be kicked out.

Finally, in the last day of
the conference, after a lot of
wheeling and dealing, the abortion
issue was put as the last item on
the agenda.
that we drop our demands for the
three-line whip, which was the whole
point of raising the issue in the
first place! The debate was,
therefore, a bit of a non-event
with speeches against the -Corrie
Bill and one or two for it., Unless
Labour M,P.s are prepared to
commit themselves to doing
something for abortion rights for

women, debates of this kind do not
actually help us in our campaign
to defeat the Corrie Bill,

It is really important that we do
put pressure on M,P.s for the rest
of the campaign. There are a
high proportion of Labour M,P.s
who did not vote at the second
reading of the Bill, It is up to
us now to put pressure on them
to vote against Corrie as well as
challenging those who voted for the
Bill.

What you can do:

(1) Write to your M.P. (c/o Westmin
ster)

(2) Write to M,P.s on the Select
Committee: Those who support the
Bill are Bernardc Braine, John
Corrie, Jill Knight, Alexander
Pollock, Tim Rathbone (Conservat
ive) Stanley Cohen, James Dunn,
James White,

|(3) Write to Labour M.P.s who didn't

<, vote at the second reading, (As

we haven't room for the 163 names
please ccntact us at the Resource

Centre, North Road, Brighton,

for this list.)

The November Campaign,

We are planning to put more press
ure on local M.P.s during November,
Please come to the next General
Meeting at the Resource Centre on
Thursday 8th November, where we will
be discussing how to do this,.

28th October,

Over 50,000 people marched in

London against the Corrie Bill,
‘Many Women's Groups, Unions,

This was on the conditiom Trades Councils, and Socialist

«groups, showed their contempt

for Corrie and the Anti-Abortion-
ists in no uncertain way. But we
mustn't be complacent after this
event. Corrie and his followers
(who include Brighton M. P.

Bowden = SEE FH®E € rOKHIS
ATTITYLE) are not yet defeated,
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES. f

on

You can be refused

admission to a hospital, a children's
home or an old people's home, but we

"The prison service 1s probably
always take whoever is sent us."

one of the last ones left that actually

Warms your heart, doesn't 1it?
There's always a bed and a roof waiting

for you somewhere...the wonders ‘of the

Kinsley, Governor of Pucklechurch Remand
welfare state.

A touching little quote from Miss Joy

cares for people.

Centre:

AN OPPORTUNITY

FOR UNDERGRADUATES
TO SPENDAFEW DAYS

A date has been set at last for
the trial of five Anarchists -
arrested for disruptive action at
Sussex University last term.

The five, Shaun Fensom, Richard
Flint, Nick Parker, Ifor Jones, and
Helmuth Osborne, were arrested for
damage to University property during
an exam disruption last June. The
action led to a large plate glass
door being smashed with a battering
ram, :

A11 five were originally to have
been charged with Criminal Damage,
an offence which normally carries
at the most a stiff fine, The five
elected to be tried at Crown Court.
They subsequently learnt that the
prosecution (the police) had suddenly
decided to bring a different charge
against them - one of Riot, a common
law offence carrying a very high
chance of prison sentence if found
guilty.

It was made perfectly clear to
the accused that if they were
willing to drop their request to be
tried at Crown Court, the Riot
charge would also be éropped. An

- offer nobody could refuse,

After several preliminary

| hearings, and postponements, the
' five accused are now to be tried at
. Brighton Magistrates Court on Nov-

ember 15tho
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(DRUG TODD?

" We read your article about
The image of the police patiently smashing holiday lets in October \
'51ft1ng information and gathering Voice. It's true that many tenancy

facts until they have a watertight agreemgnts are only shams to avoid
case is as much a fairy story as the jthe Rent Acts. There are two .
antics of the Sweeny. It seems that Jdistinct ‘types concerning holidays
in Brighton they do not have the which were merged into one in your
time or application for such soft article;

methods. No their way is to get a First Type: Acoomodation can be - -

small snippet of informatior} and R N T E viviane o a Boltida
then bully their suspect until they : Burpose o = S0 Ay

-get a confession.

smcushmg hohdcry lets. pt.2

and the tenant would then have no
rights under the Rent Acts (some
people can afford six month .
holidays). If the landlord or agent
know that you are e.g. a student,
that you work here, or that this
will be your only residence,
obviously you are not on hollday
and the agreement is a sham, If
they want you out, you'd have to
fight the way your article

describes, CONT. P. )1

'Y Dear Voice,

On September 27th Brighton Council
met in full session in order to
continue Thatchers attacks on Britains
warking people.In the course of a -
meeting which went on for over 6 hours
Brightons Tories made decisions to
sell off Brightons meagre Council House
stock,refused to grant £12000 to the councillors' private meeting at 11

Resource and Law centres,supported East|, 'clock. We gathered outside Pelham
Sussex' efforts to 1ntroduce a statutoryHouse’ banners flying, only to find

10n 23 October East Sussex County
Councillors met in Lewes: to cut
public expenditure by a further
£3 million in 1980, This on top of
£2,5 million worth of cuts voted in
July.

Protesters planned to picket the-

NG BACK

In the case of Ann (not her real
name) a middle aged woman living 1n

BACKSTREET BOWDEN

48 hour notice of processions law,and

methodically cut thousands of pounds,
and over 90 jobs,from next years
council budget.In all cases they were

the councillors had entered over an
hour earlier. (Crafty that. Wonder
if that's a trick they got from the

Brightons bed sit land, the police Below we print the response to a

had a tip off from somebody in the letter sent to Mr Andrew Bowden MP

N.H.S. office in Lewes that she by Mrs Ann Jones on behalf of

might be getting drugs under assumed Brighton & Hove Trades Council which
namese. represents some 22,000 members.,

The letter was an appeal to Mr
Bowden "to show some humanity and

On the strength of one flimsy : :
vote against the Corrie Bill"

piece| of evidence, the comparison

of handwriting on a letter she had
written to the N.H.S. several years
ago with that on the prescriptions.

" and a similarity of name on one of
the prescriptions they barged into
her flat with heavy accusations and
demands| that she confess or 1t
would be the worse for her. While
one was verbally abusing her the
other, without permission searched
drawers and cupboards,insisted on
seeing her pills, a few sleeping
tablets, and generally turned the
place upside down. They stayed abouti
an hour and departed with the threat]i
that they would be back.

Houst OF coMMons @)
LONDON SWIA 0AA

ABORTION Fl‘OmZ ANDREW BOWDEN M.B.E. MP.

Thank you for your letter of the 29th August, 1979.

I note the views of your Council but, I doubt very much

if they represent the views of your 22,000 members. When
the 1967 Abortion Act was passed it was never intended by
its sponsors to allow abortion on demand. That in practice
is what is happening today. Abortions are being carried
out on children that would, in some cases, survive outside
the womh. 1 regard that as cold blooded murder.

Terrified and in a state of I believe there are circumstances when abartion is the

NF 'public! meeting at Lewes Town

opposed by the Labour group and Trades Hall last April?)
Unionists in the public gallery,but as
with all Brighton Council meetings,
the outcome had been decided well
before,in cocktail lounges,and other
Tory hideaways.
The only good bit of the whole meet-
g was Labour leader McGill's warning
to the Tories ;=+COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE
AN ACT - A THEATRE -;THE REAL FIGHT IS
CUT ON THE STREET.

Moulscombe women and kids marched
through Lewes and joined the picket,
singing and shouting their demand
for the return of their lollypop
lady (see below). Yes - the council-

CuTS VOTED ON
W £).35 million on

¥ SCHOOL TRANSPORT
W PUOBLIC TRANSPORT

Cuts that wil
pubuc sServices p

ader

severel

hmeagaf as

nervous shock she contacted her
solicitor wh® told her to insist
that they arrest her or leave her
alone. The intrepid detectives
returned a week later for a repeat
performance, after another hour of
bullying they went away agailn
leaving her in an even worse state
than before with the threat that

they would get her one day.

lesser of two evils, for example, to save the life of the
mother or if the unborn child is likely to have severe

mental or physical handicaps.

I must make it very clear that I intend to support Mr.

Corrie's Bill and I am totally opposed to abortion for

8ocial convenience. You have appealed to me to show

some humanity but I suggest you search your conseience .
and remember the hundreds of thousands of unborn children
killed since the 1967 Act became law.

:ruev + EXECUTIONERS
ahas East SUSSEX Qyunty Qunal

OULSCOMBE
LLYPOP PROTEST

East Sussex Tory councillors

Now !

PR

demonstrations followed during the
secon® week, For the past three weeks
parents have arranged their own
patrol on a voluntary rota basis. But

There the story rests, we awalt
further developments. One thing to?
note is the connection beéetween, the
police and the N.H.S. The Health |
service has files on everyone and -
it seems that the police have free

acdess to these filese. ANDRE: BOWDEN, M.B.E. M.P.

- Telephone:- Parhamentary Office L.ondon 01.219.5047
. Constituency Office Brighton (0273) 696464

And now ... ¢
The Relurn of
CLAIMANTS' UNION |

SELF ORGANIZATION.& SELF HELP
CLATMANTS AND EX~CLAIMANTS.
More details from Room 6, The
Institute, Central Free Church
Queens Squ&re, Brighton, 202492
Tuesdays 11am - 2pm,

'Dennis Skinner in Peacehaven!

THE LEFT~WING M.P THE TORIES CALL "THE BEAST OF BOLSOVER" IS THE

MATY SPEAKER AT AN open meetmg

TO BE HELD AT THE MERIDIAN CENTRE RODERICK AVENUE PEAGEHAVEN A.T 730 pm,

Tu Es | Nov Gth SUPPORT SOCIALISK- ALL WELCOME

obviously this cannot be a permanent
solution.

Parents made their protest outside
the Council meeting on 23 October,

scrapped over 40 school crossing
patrols on 23 Oct to save £36,000C,
But at what cost? 300 kids cross
Hodshrove Road, outside Moulscombe
First and Middle Schools. In Sept.,
when the lollypop lady left her

Job for a better paid one, Moulscombe n
parents found that she was not to be PRt
replaced., Why? The Council decided e
that the road wasn't busy enough - it
has only 50 vehicles per hour. But,
say parents, parked cars, buses,
traffic to and from the Alan West
factory combine to make this narrow
road a danger.

When the Moulscombe patrol person
lef't there was no warning that she
was not to be replaced. Angry labour
councillors and parents immediately
got together for action. The first
week they blocked the road and asked
drivers to support them by turning .
back. The bus companies cooperated by
re-routlng buses, Similar action and

lors were already safe inside, but
we still tried {o make our anger
known.

When the open council meeting
began we were allowed into the "
"public gallery" - only room for
about 30, and many protesters were
turned away. The cuts were made;
there was feeble opposition from
Labour councillors Fitch and Hobden
- the debate being reminiscent of a
gentle game of ping-pong.

In the afternoor session protest-
ers disrupted the meeting with angry
shouts and promises of further opp-
osition to cuts. We were thrown out,
so made our way through the Rolls
etc in the carpark, whose owners
sat inside cutting public transport
and much more.

123 oCcToBeER !

SCHOOL MEALS “+ MILK
Y £ 250 000 on ADULT EDUCATION

- Parents cOsSts will increase

¥ 48 'LOLLIPOP' PATROLS SCRAPPED | | Q

Despite such unambiguous opposition,
the Council has now axed many more
crossing patrols, thus putting lives
at risk.,

The Moulscombe group meets most
Fridays at the 67 Centre in

- they haven't given up yet!

:‘.'.\.-(-,: ....
R

MouwcheE WOMEN ou*rsme Couni orﬂc.‘es"'z,ewes 30CT.


Moulscom.be

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE.,

ITT Creed seems to be 1in

much the same position. Its work-

force numbered 3,000 in 1976;
now it stands at 1,700, with a
loss of 400 in this year alone.
On the shop floor there seems
little doubt that the factory is

being run down in the same way as

the Hastings plant. Even the
nurse expects to be redundant 1in

a couple of year's time. The gen-

eral attitude is one of fatalism
and resignation in the face of
the 'facts' of the electronic
age, and ITT's strange selling
procedure.| Apparently 1t sells
products to the GPO in excess of
demand, buys them back and then
sells them again, at a profit,
when they are needed. So, like
the Hastings factory, ITT Creed
is working below capacitye.

This is due to low capital
investment in equipment. In-
efficient and obsolete machines

- Creed's apparently have one
which has been in service since
1918 - are used for small-batck
production at a cost between 10
and 100 times that of mass pro-
duction. The result is selling
prices which are too high 1in
the face of competition from
Asian firms with cheaper labour
costs and inevitably firms like

ITT Consumer Products at Hastings

and possibly ITT Creed at Holl-

ingbur close down.

e

At the moment,

Creed's

are taking on temporary mach-
ine tool operators for periods
of up to six months, while per-
manent staff are retrained to
use new technology equipment. In
the mechanical assembly side of

the plant, these new machines
are likely to be Computer Num-
erical Controlled ( CNC ) mach-
ine tools.With these machines
productivity is high, and one
CNC lathe, for example, will re-
place at least 3 conventional
turret or capstan lathes; leav-
ing two operators where?

Yet CNC tools are Jjust the
start. There 1s now a vast range
of technology available, at costs
none-too-prohibitive for a firm
wkich could afford to help fin-
ance the Chilean coup, to make
the production process faster
and more economical, by drastic-
ally cutting labour costs.

It would easily become pos-
sible for a designer, a machine-
minder and a malntenance worker

TASS demands

TASS members at ITT Creed
started a work-to-rule and over-
time ban last week, demanding to
be told management plans for the
future of the factory. Relations
between management arid the union

had broken down completely because:
management refused to answer |
questions about job reorganisation
and the new technology.

- Whilst retraining for TASS

Answers

members has been mentioned, no
details have been given, But
the new fully automatic tele-
printers to be made at Creed
need 50% less workers than the
semi-automatic machines being
built at the moment.

TASS wants to know if all
present workers will be retrained,
or if surplus workers will simply
lose their jobse

THREE QUESTIONS

WHICH
CANT BE

IGNORED

l? :

Y.

REDUNDANCIES? e

'New Technology means job losses.Firms
must come clean now so that Unions can
organise against sudden cuts in the
work force.

CLOSURES?

New Technology means concentration
means internationalism. Is there

a future for British subsidiaries
of giant Multinationals?

to see a product right through
from the design stage to the
final manufacture. Skilled man-
ual craftspeople would be squeez-
ed out altogether. The introdu
tion of new technology is as '
much an attack on traditional
union strength and control over
work processes as 1t 1s a direct
move to increase profits. At the
same time as they replace skilled
labour with new technology at
home, multinationals like ITT are
quick to invest .in Agian countries;
where, under right-wing regimes,
labour costs are low, strikes of-
ten illegal, unions scarcely
exist, and wage demands are met
by the military.

Douglas Stevenson, Vice-
President of ITT, has said: "I

would not invest in a comga
turning over less then 200 mil-

l1ion dollars.'" ITT Creed's turnover
in 1977-8 was just over £18 mill-
ion, or about 40 million dollars.
Whilst shop floor workers have no
illusions, the AUEW Convenor at
Creed's put the cuts in the work-
force down to 'wastage’, asser.
that the introduction of new
technology won't mean any redund-
ancies, and seems confident of
the firm's future with a new pro-
duct on the way. If the union
wants to.bargain over more than
the level of redundancy payments
then it must be more active now,
before it's too late, in the de-
fence of its members' interests.

—— e e R
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New Technology could mean the
Liberation of the workforce.
Whilst the multinationals
battle for domination of the
world market and the profits
therefrom,workers must fight to
ensure that New Technology
production is for People, not
pI‘Ofit ©

THE FUTURE?

-—

Extraordinary facts are emerging
about the reasons for the controverw~
sial new scheme to route the main
stream of traffic on the A 23 London
road through the present Station site.
East Sussex and the Borough have
connived at a deceitful presentation

of why this plan is beingjpressed
forward.

It is publicly presented as a means
of relieving traffic pressure on the

London Road shopping area, but the
real origin lies in the need to .

develop the Station site.
British Rail has a very lucrative

~set-up in the present car-parking

scheme and is in no hurry to go
through the hassle of developing the
site for nebulous and questionable
future profits. Better the bird in the

‘e hando TR

. of development!',
-refused. So the Borough now say that

\
. y ’
. 5
. ’ \
_ . |
. ' i

The only way the development can be
so spectacularly profitable as to
force their interes® is by a mix of
offices, warehousing and some shopping
that would be very highly traffic
generative, It is because the existing

' London Road couldn't possibly handle:

this new load in addition to its
present traffic that the new road is

"being proposed.,

The County Council had hoped that

road as part of the 'imfrastructure
but B.R. very firmly

the income from the traffic-generative
uses will off'set the cost of the road

* il breath-taking piece of circular

accounting.

What is a crying scandal is that

this proposal has been talked about

'Reggie Morgan, Brighton's Chief
Executive, is currently winning all

PLANNERS GAGGED!

Morgan will be able to largely pre-
ordain a decision by filtering out the

down the line in his bid to personally facts he doesn't want presented. Some
"years ago, in the middle of the Marina

control the development of this town.
He outflanked the Planning Department
and Ken Fines, the Chief Planning
Off'icer, and has now defeated them on
a major issue.

At a tense meeting of the Chief
Officers some time ago Morgan, with
his cronies the Borough Valuer, the
Estates Surveyor and Bebb, the Treas-
urer, ganged up to force through an
agreement that all large planning
applications in future will be report-
ed on jointly by the Council's
Officers. That means, under the

‘esent set-up, that the voice of the

anning Department will be drownmed
out completely,

This decision emerged in an innoc-
uous-sounding memorandum recently
accepted by the full Council, The
significance lies in the fact that
Officers' comments are crucially
important in swaying the views of
Councillors,

Morgan achieved this coup by raising
the old chestnut that a choice of
views would confuse Councillors, But
one Councillor told the 'Voice' that
'without the choice of views we have
no way of hearing the anti-case put.
We certainly can't rely on Morgan to
be balanced in his choice of points'.

What is particularly alarming in
this matter is that Morgan is usurping
the function of elected members. The

hassle, a present senior Officer of
the Council publicly said 'we never

|need to misrepresent facts, we would

|

aggarent consensus reagched will obscure

the very real issues raised by these
large planning applications. Debate

on the pros and cons of an application
is the job of the Councillors, not the
Officers. -

only have to be selective in those we
present', And Reggie has made it very
clear there will be no 'minority-

' reports' if the Planning Department

doesn't agree with the majority.

The basic principle is wrong enough,
but what makes it worse is Morgan's
view of a desirable town - a view
deeply destructive of a pleasant envi-
ronment to live in, Reggie's ideas of
development are grossly one-sided, as
a large number of people in Brighton
have said for a long time.

He gives altogether too much weight

to economic and commercial consider-
ations and short-term profit and rate
returns, In short, they are the ideas
of a narrow-minded and blinkered fina
finance officer - which is just what
Morgan used to be.

It is this that makes the role of
the Planning Department so important.
Planning is one area where ordinary
people have a statutory role to play
in the decision-making process. It is
the only way people can fight Morgan's
'Beautiful Brighton' of a forest of
hotels and conference facilities
backed by massive office blocks and
King Street multi-storey parking lots

'served by four-lane throughways - and

with a miserable bus service. This

recent memo, so glibly accepted by
the Tories, will make that fight-back

just so much more difficult.

PASS & N
WITH NO
CARE|  |EXIT

“for four years amongst the Officers

of the Councils, but it is only
recently that elected Councillors -
heard of it. And only in the last
theee months have the public heard
about it. By then most of the options
‘had been effectively closed off.

And when the public finally did hear

about it they did so only in the way
- the Officers wished, with the back-to-

’fromt Justlfication. The secret report
British Rail would pay the cost of the | ~

r3ports of the Off'icers are quite exp
explicit in their intention to mislead
the people of Brighton as to the line
of thinking behind the proposal.

The road itself may be an acceptable
idea - even the Brighton Society is
not 0pp031ng it in principle - but
'what is not acceptable is such secrecy
and deceit on the part of the County
Council and Borough Officers.

The present road proposals cost two
'million pounds more than all other
alternatives, besides destroying thes
charming backwater of Lovers' Walk

- opposite Preston Park with some half

dozen houses. The cheaper alternatives
also happen to be better from the

town environment point of view. There
is no reason why the end point of the
road could not be at the foot of
Stanford Avenue instead, despite the
present kite-flying application by

the Post Office for a 12-storey office
block at the junction. This route

would avoid all house demolition, and
be millions cheaper.

There is also talk of demolishing

| the 'Great Northern' pub at the foot

of Cheapside at the southern end of
the route - as it is 'out of charac-
~ter' with the area, If anything is

out of character it is the monstrously
ugly Sainsbury's store opposite, but
it is proposed to leave that in place.

Part of the pressure behind the
road comes from Charnock, the County
Engineer. His Roads Department has
gained an unenviable reputation in
the last few years for massive
schemes of unnecessary size and great
destruction. Charnock is the man who
destroyed Falmer village. Letting him
loose in Brighton would be disastrous.
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My impressions of a Sunday\ A Square and 1its twin terraces which you can't do on a holiday let.
53rell  through Senn are oph }: -4 ralse the quality of Hove far | You can apply for a declaration at
fused but I shall write them 40 | above that of most... seaside the county court that the
down as best I can., s < P —_ ' towns'", when Brunswick Terrace accomodation is not let for the
ﬁ With some.1,800 others from . ‘ | 3 < y = , e ' : is a derelict slum and the in- : purpose of ‘a holidsy but is an >
Stuttgart, in the West German [ b5 T SR | | &% terior of most of the Square's ordinary tenaney. You'il have to
South, -we had travelled thru \ . ‘ | \ P IO AT houses have deteriorated through prove it and may like some advice
the night, to Bonn, to meet lack of care by their pr‘ivate_ before trying.
120,000 mbret b0 dsnonstrave ' landlord owners. | Second Type: is for the letting of
against the nuclear programme; Similarly, there is not a holiday accomodation out of season
and in particular against the o ey | hint of disapproval about the - ig, it is not alleged to be for
recent descision of Schmidt's W — o millions spent on the Marina the purpose of a holiday. (This
'Social Democratic' (sic) : 1 {\*‘%‘f D N , whilst homelessness in Brighton second type is often confusingly
government to go ahead with its - \ "' =t 14| soars. Nor do the authors remark called "out of season holiday let").
plans to convert the salt T 5 ' on the d?sfcructlon of our herit- : )
caverns beneath Gorleben, on agey as 1n the case of Russell LN CYPR ST SERRSGIE You
tHe ik ot hasl horder; ke 5 Square, truncated by Churchill have all the rights of a protected
g At edde v Square developments and dwarfed tenant (eg. the right to register a
: by the ugly sky-scrapers which fair I:ent; but if the landlord does
lBRlG HTON ruin its appearance just as they all the right things 3/}.19 can get
foto, Grohnde 19.3.1977 ‘ . destroy the Regency proportions you out by court order if you refuse

@ . | l ; S - of the sea-front. to leave at the end of the ;
O AN A Y -~ Instead, the sketches are agreement,
e 1 all of the 'nice' things in

To be genuine, three conditions

b N.C.C.L. QUESTION CHIEF CONSTABLE . - OPAERAOR« £HNIRUOK. S1ELEN TH be must apply: |
[ & , : Now althouph & cHSt1BEAT ~6srorn Nl David Peacock/ John Montgomery. 'the only illustrated book show- * :

As you know finding a final resting R 3 5 . SPONSE 1 ON SPECIAL PATROL GROUP AND Brighton Sketchbook. Perspective ing modern and old Brighton". 1) The agreement must be for a fixed
place for high-level nuclear waste is _.O ol fhioke, 1By g ?OClally undes- il Press. £3.50..96pp..1979 | But its view of modern Brighton term (ie a certain number of months
a problem that has baffled the induste praten te.clhnology i8 1ot o 11 6t SPECIAL BRANCH | is a blinkered, selective one; fixed at the beginning) of eight
ry sincethe stuff started piling up nece.?.sarl y.. 2. sag .thlng, 4 Following the recent survey of "An artist and a writer combine omitting the reality with which months or less.
in the 1940's, West Germany's ' that nukgs e ev1l,.bad and Annual Reports of Chief Constables their talents to take a new look we all have to contend. 2) The acecomodation must have been
'solution' is interim storage and it danger?us can be manlpulat.edf published by 'State Research' mag- at the scenes that reflect Brigh- let for the purpose of a holiday
is a neat way of passing the buck; ¥O Pr?vn.de SUDPOFL SOF. Feapllengry azine and the comments of Mr,George ton's fascinating history.!" So within the la st year. &
they just bury it in such a way that POll?leS; S example J.Che SR Terry on T.V, about the work of the goes the blurb on the back cover, ; A s _ |
they can dig it up again if anything »25¢1st party the NPD is PREPARG Lo Metropolitan Police Special Patrol and this book certainly tries 3) At the beginning of the teﬁailcy |
goes wrong and hope for the best. nuci!.ear power. This can only be avoid- Group,the Sussex N.C.C.L. has hard to interest - using over , 3.r01:1 mus1.: be told in mtn.ng tha

Three demonstrations of about ed\l:f‘ Pe0p1e can see beyond the widitar 2o tha Cital Camstabit, | fifty sketches of Brighton's . it's this type of ’agreement-. |
50,000 people each met in the centre spc:zc:.flc techx.lology to ’.che.forces asking why,unlike many other forces _ historic buildings. Many of these If one of these eonditions J:.sn't
of Bonn on Sunday (14th Oct)., We felt ynlol oresie. An - that.l.s A ihay aan throughout the country,the Sussex are ones not normally dealt with satisfied you can almost certainly
like a lot of voices! The meeting was c.ievelc.)p a rational political analysis Polt e havd nn rafanancs o B . in books on Brlghton§ for example, s ~ | defer.ld the court action. Condition
an expression of both national and in which to locate nuclear power, A or Special Branch in the Annual the Duke of York's cinema, the .1.:wo is th.e h?.rdest for you to prove
international solidarity; a place to point made by Walter Mossmrftm:l, a Report for 1978. | Pepper Pot and Portslade. The | isn't satisfied, but the most likely
share information and ideas. What- songwriter who is also politicaly sketches are good, catching fam- to have been faked, To try and

The recent decision not to prosecuté Gardner Centre o

prove this, if you move into this

active within the movement4at the iliar landmarks such as the Pav-

ever h ‘ : . : Al : .
that t;zp:EziizugizzrlzoiizgztCavz:i‘d rally. :;)n tﬁehcase.Of 1.:he I *Of Blalr ilion and the Dome ™in a simple, Eitter Apples - A Personal Roview type of aceomodation try and trace
tde will . Then there was the disappointment each has highlighted concern about ‘)ut effective way." The prose previous tenants straight away - if
wide will continue to grow, unless hiEEot e PRLTCTE Wt Vi T s the SPG in the Metropoiitan area.Th is both factual and anecdotal, 1t made us feel old. In 1968 we they were there for two years,
nuclear power is abandoned by the a : always P o . fact that so many other forces ack- ol th : q were sitting-in at the now-defunct obviouslv it hasn't been let as
various nati 1 + feeling of wondering what we were 2 giving € newcomer some 1ldea Brd o C ; | V4
arious national governments., . : nowledge the existence of such groups of the nature of Brighton's old rigaton College of Education and holiday accomodation in the last
Alreadv in West Ge going to do next, Knowing that unless | . - ; . . a g S i : .
ady 1n Wes rmany, France, b e 3 4h . in their areas has added to public buildings. getting hit over the head in Grosvenox year., Neighbours may also help.
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Spain, the BOMMTRS PRARSFIGRSROG < Iy OIS 1 |conceiis about the petd vifies of sk With that said, it has to Square and now, eleven years on, We'Tyrite dates, names etc. down so you
USA and Australia, nuclear power is a .WOUId hardly mal.(e international lileWs, groups. : s pointed out that there is a wondering whether it was all worth it ‘doh"t forget.
central political focus. In Bonn there that democracy is deaf’ to the voilces | , e cmoemaereee: | — and that was what Bitter Apples was
were speakers from Australia & America.Of 140,000 people because capitalism We.feel that there are many people in . __all about. If the laI.ld.lOI‘d accepts ?'GI:J.t |
In Germany there is some represente.- made its hearing aid. At the same t%us part of 1.;he country who would , There was a feeling of strength lafter the fixed term has finished, .
jon from both marxist left and the time knowing that we were all afraid like to knc.>w if these two particularly - : E = | and solidarity about in 1968 which IS/ he can no 101183{‘ §et " S out on
anarchist movement, although the bulk 0f anything happening. Noticing the controversial aspects of police work B | the play put over very well, though |[fthe groumds that 1t's holiday aceom-
of the support comes from environment- Painted faces and few people using are carried out by members of the 5 we both felt slightly depressed at fodatlon let out of season.
alists, local residents and farmers - -;thex?; the tired old flowers for Fh? Sussex Force, the end; the optimism of the final " Caution - because they don't
many of them conservative, police guns, when we should De ZIVING | oo sokor seokod ook sk dor sk ok s ook ok ook sk s s ok sk scenes seemed t0 be more about accept rent it doesn't mean you
As in Britain a specific danger of them wreaths. We had put too much . ! Su_I’VlY&l tk.xan victory or progress. twon't have to pay it. You probably
e Stk Theny Sl i's that the energy into it to waste it like this. N.(.J.C.L. received a reply from the S'.blll,.ln these gloomy days, even Hsiq1 eventually, so keep it on one
exi stondhibe development of 'nuclear This was a feeling that taking the Chlef.Consifable saying 'We do not sgrv1va1 is something - we live to side.
power plants' themselves begins to be tram back to the bus home for free have in this Force area what you fight another day! The acting and | 2 ~ ‘
ee th bl H tori only partialy helped to overcome} describe as a Special Patrol Group.' i iVvY | | singing were generally good, as was ‘ f'you want further help, try
SOON 83 NN RN e SNEEET A S : : : (That's funny! Wh B AV oan ] | the musical iment. snd th the Rights Centre, C.A.B., or a
about mell-ddens i wadtosotdyity Still don't think I'm depressed - at's funny. at were those unmarked _ Al 2 } ] al accompaniment, an e .
we've got work to do - lets get to itd Transits full of cops doing around ' 7:84 Group seemed to be the sort of solicitors.

produce ga state of terror which can
easily become irrational. 'Nukes' take
on a semi-mythical role as symbols of W el
evil, a tendency reinforced by the LOV € }\OU&":jM
tatical requirements of mass oppos- O ‘

ition movements.(This is something I |Pe¢Se¢ The only Borderguards to really
also felt about the ANL at times.) (terrorise me were at Dovers

- tom.They didn't look like they were

- on holidayseesess ). Mr.Terry carefully
avoids any mention of the Special
Branch in the letter, He says that
State Resecarch were 'drawing asump-

'tions' from the reperts 'only intended
to be generally informative'.

'Weather wonderful, wish you were here people you would want toand could) go l

for a drink with. A good evenings
entertainment. |

Sue and Mike Scott

e b s

The 'real' Brighton;
Brunswick Terrace,:
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' - | | Even though improvements have been
lmade over the last few years in the
' - lot of those employed in EFL, both
| | | teachers and administrative staff -
\27' ‘ ' | there is room for many more,. and we
7‘_\ | yare n 7 hampered by the new Tory
government, who have wasted little
temporary rented accommodation. There [time in changing the Employment
can be no doubt that a lot of people [Protection Act. With regards to
have made a lot of money out of the unfair d_ismissal, you will need to
EFL buisness in the last few years, have worked for the same employer for
but not the teachers. The average EIFL 152 weeks instead of the present 26
teachers basic pay in 3righton is weeks, this will affect industries
about £66.,00 per week, with some such as ours which have a high turn-
schools paying less than £2.,00 an houresover of staff and are seasonal.

international context, and even about

the fundamental inadequacy of the
allot box as a 'democratic!
stitution, may nevertheless feel
1smayed, and angry, that you chose
this moment to pour scorn on the
radicals within the Labour party.

"‘No Marie sfd/ ‘

Who seriously believes that such
people hold the naive view that you
attribute to them - that the carry-
ing out of manifesto policy would
be a "magic spell'! for the redistrib-
ution of wealth (the word 'magical',
in the sentcnce of Benn's which you . m—
quote, of course refers, not to
'democratic planning'!, but to the
operation of 'market forces!,
which are apparently 'magical'
because concealed by commodity rel- '
ations)? I am not myself a member of
the Labour party; but I think I can
suggest that some 'radicals' within
it do believe, not in such 'magic',
but simply that the insitutions of
the State, and especially Parliament,
do, in the current (and foreseeable)
political, economic and ideological
context, exercise a heavy determin-
ation on all our lives (a belief

COLAéCTIVé BINT-—- c.arrfinuecl -ﬁ(’)i\

conference, of individuals living
and working in Brighton (who

might also happen to involve
themselves in producing this paper. )
We think that the questions you
raise are important; although it is
interesting that you don't refer to.
the section on the Labour party's
paralysis over th: Irish 'question'.
However, as you see from the inclusion
of an interview with Tony Benn in
this issue, these pages are open to
the debateo

el

. English as a foreign Language on |
the South coaat has a long tradition
shadiness, with new schools
lossoming every summer and others®
spilling over into church halls and
sundry other, often inadequate,

ITLB represents neariy 200 members OQur aim is to standardise and
in Brighton's EFL schools and colleges.ﬁ improve conditions in an industry
Since 1976, when the branch was first |where there are enormous differences
established, working conditions have between workplaces, thereby establish-
gradually improved for teachers in the |ing EFL on a more reputable basis, Lt
schoois, and now most of the larger is our policy, as determined at con-
schools have negotiated contracts with ference, to work towards a time when
ILTB recognised as the negotiating all EFL school buildings will be
body. As conditions improve and inspected by qualified persons as to
become more standardised, so does EF. |facilities for students welfare and
become established on a more profess- |safety and teashing standards.
iomal basis than in the past. And s
this works to the advantage of all-
except the enterepreneurs who wish to
exploit both students and teachers,

society as such - it just wants to
reunify Ireland at any cost,in the
same way that Hitler wanted to re-
unify Germany.

IRELAND

Dear B,V.Collective,

I've just read your September issue
and I'm seriously considering not
buying another.

I'm particularly annoyed at your
presenting what amounts to I.R. A,
propaganda on the 'Troops Out'issue
As well as a woolly-minded article
On page six which was just about
acceptable in a civilized magazine,
we have your anonymous correspondant
'Big Ears Long Tongue' refering to
the Mountbatten assasination as
'armed resistance'.This is defensible
1f you're referring to shooting armed |
police,troops etc. even when it
acheives nothing,as with the present
l.R..A. campaign.I'm prepared to

This analogy is not far-fetched,
in fact it was the anti-British
component in Irish Nationalism
which kept Ireland out of tne last

war,despite what was going on in the
rest of Europe,Believe me,I'm not
anti-Irish -- the fact that T know a
lot of Irish people North and South
who hate the I.R.A, as much as T do

1s one reason why I'm writing this
letter,

AlszarC:)Laeyo‘SZEzpaﬂp

Democracy means trying to persuade
| people peacefully and putting up with
' things the majority want even if we

From The international Language
Teachers Brench , Brighton Area of
the Managerial Adm’nistrative Tech-
nizal- and Sapervisory Association,

—————

ANIMAL LIBERATION

listen to what someone doing that has
to say,even if I don't expect to
agree with him,But anyone who regards
the killing of a 79 year old man, a
woman 1n her 80's,and two teenage
boys,as anything but cold blooded
murder,isn't publishing a magazine
worth buying,

Broader /ssweo

On the broader issue,l certainly
agree that the old Unionist regime
was oppressive to the Catholics,but
1ts a pure racist fantasy to go
from this to blaming the British or
the troops for the whole problem.

Its a fact that a majority of people |

in the Six Counties are against
reunification,and an even larger
majority including L43% of Catholics
(ITN Opinion Poll) against 'Troops
« OUE*y

Its amazing that a paper which is
full of the minutest details of the
anti-sexism campaign,like the Exec-
utives 'dummy woman',can expect a

think they are unreasonable, I myself
believe that the Protestant majority
in Ulster and the Catholic majority
in Eire are ridiculously obsessed
with religious,nationalistic,and
historical issues that they ignore
more important ones.However that's
their business and I suspect that
while neither majority really wants
violence they can't easily live in
one community and certainly won't be
persuaded to by slogans in B.,V. In

the meantime,unpleasant though it
seems,the troops are the only thing
between the minorities on each side
who do want violence gnd won't get
out if the troops do.So lets have
more constructive debate,less cheap
slogans,and no more excuses for
murder,

Yours Sorrowfully

Peter Garrett

(We are inviting UTOM to reply to
this letter. BV Collective)

! which would seem vindicated, would

it not, by events since the current
Tory administration came into power?)
and consequently, that the control

of such institutions by an authent-
ically left political group might
well be one of the events which would
facilitate a more general, and more
farreaching, transformation of our
society towards o socialist altern-
ative,

Obviously, you reject such
arguments, But it seems to me of
vital importance, amidst the current
triumph of reaction, that such
disagreements should be expressed,
not in the .0ld cant of abuse and
exhortation ('the poverty of
bourgeois thought', 'a thousand
times no. to such poverty!'), but
with reference to the questions

themselves: what kind of society do
we want? How are we going to realise

WHEN POLITICAL AND ALTERNATIVE
grcups are confronted with
Animal Liberation we ususlly
see peculiarly reactionary
comments frcm supposedly
'liberated' minde. This is a
great shame and is largely

due to the Animal Liberation
Movement having the reputation
of being a middle class middle’
aged pastime., This, however, is

chenging.,
13
1S

Animal Liberation is no longer
a purely emotional and sentimental
issue, With the advent of the
concept of speciesism, the
exploitation of one species by
another is no longer ethie-lly
acceptable.

In what other liberation -
movement do you see a continuous
law breaking actior with labora-
tories being smeshed and experi-

Unfortunately for many of us,
our conditioning(political and/
or religious) places mankind
selfishly at the centre of every-
thing. And it is orly recently
that political groups are beginning
to think about subjects that are
not concerned with mankind alone,
The barrier between animal and
human has yet to be crossed
politically. Will we ever see the
killing of an animal on a par with
the killing of a human? I think
not. But we cannot overlock the
similarity between high rise blocks
* of flats and chicken batteries
and the exploitation of animels in
the lottery of experimentation. With

our

the revelation that the CIA have
been experimenting on humans for
decades,scientists can no longer
maintain that we have to experiment
on animals because humans are out.

The exploitation of animals is so
ingrained in our society that it may
seem difficult to know where to

start to oppose it. We could place
emphasis on the experiments
undertaken at Sussex University as
an example of cruelty to animals,
but look around your home and around
Brighton; suede and leather shops, -
fur shops, butchers,chemists and
recstuarants all abound- the list is
endless. '

The best qualification for being
an animal lover is decided at meal
times through your stomach- that is
when you will have your closest and
most frequent contact with them.
Being a vegetarian, or preferably
a vegan, is simply the name given
to somecne who boycotts products
of cruelty. At an economic level,
animals dorn't produce food but ,
waste it; especially factory farmed
produce which is literally taking
valuable vegetable protein out of the
hands of the starving Third World,

mental animels liberated and

found new homes? hunts being
sabotaged to prevent wild

animals being chased and killed for
for flun whilst saboteurs are
frequently being threatened?
traditiornal Animal Welfare

it? Perhaps, in a future issue, you
will explain your 'position'! on
these two questions, and show where
it differs from that of radicals
within the Labour party?

million to willingly enter a Republic
where Catholic dogma on things like
abortion,contraception,divorce,and
education,is official policy,and
denies the barest freedom on these
issues,Or perhaps you expect the
'armed resistance' to overthrow the

A political tragedy which every
opporent to racismymost of all
all envirormentalists, should

object toe.

' Iiberation -

- 13Va.
LAIROUR

Dear BRIGHTON VOICE,

. BEFORE \e

THE TORIES TOTALLY

15 THYS A MEAN-

- INGFUL RESPONSE TO
DISMANTLE THE
NATIONAL HEALTH

Yours fraternally,

dogmatic but elected govermment of I think you will agree that your . Martin Ryle, | Societies(RSPCA,Leagu? Against
the Republic as well? centre-page editorial on the Labour . Cruel Sports.a?d Br1t1§h.Unlog Ethically and economically,
You seem to feel it's 0.K. to go Party Conference (BV 61) is contra- fZ,‘,,ra{-[n orvetiin P 5.V for the Abolition of Vn.v.:..sectlon) Animal Liberation is our liberatior.
R being pressurised by their more

from exposing faults in the present
system to supporting any lunatic
with a -gun who wants to shoot
himself into power. Not that the
I.R.A. has any interest in changing

dictory and indecisive. But those
who would agree with you about the
wretched record of recent Labour
governments, about the limited power
of any British Parliament in the

realistic members to lose their
tea party image and fight on a more
active and political front?

Briefly, we would like to explain that
our so-called 'editorial'! was nothing
other than a collection of views,
gathered the week before the "

CONT. PAICE 13
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GRQUPS

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (BTN & -
HOVE GROUP) Tel.Colin or Mary
1,00832

ANOREXIC AID: Penny 775084,
Jane 734862, Rosemary 507912

— Meetings fortnightly. °
ANTI-LOW PAY GROUP: B'ton 682295
or Lewes /7499 2
 BEE KEREPERS ASSOCIATION: B'tn
& Lewes Division of Sussex
Beekeepers., Lyn Hawkins,1k
The Lees, Peacehaven 4522

BRIGHTON HOSTEL:18 Dorset Gdns

Soup run bottom West St.

WOMEN

LESBIAN GROUP: Jill, 695298

WIDOWS CLUB: 47 Tivoli Cres.,
Dvke Rd, Meet 8pm, fourth
Wednasday eachmmonth.
Unitarian Hall, New Road,

WOMEN AGATNST FASCISM AND
RACISM: ofo Resource Centre,

OMENS AID: Refuge for battlere
women, Info from Women's Centr
WOMEN FIGHT RAPE GROUP:
contact Women's Centre.

WOMEN'S CENTRE: at back of
Resource Centre. Opne:

10-11pm daily.Help needed Tue, We, Thur, Saty 11-2
682089 & Tue, We: 6:30 - 8pm,

BRIGHTON’SObIETY’EnV1ranmenta1 Pre gnancy tests, rights,ete,
group. S.Montford. 10 6059711,

Cleremont R®oad.

CAMPAIGN FOR NUCIEAR DIS-

~ ARMAMENT: 28633

COMMUNITY ARTS WORKSHOP:Dance
drama,mime,music,St.Anne's
Hall,St. Georges Rd., Kemp
Town. 697493 for dtls.

COMPASSION IN WORLD FARMING:
Contact, Ms Lesley Turpin
4 Cedar Cl. Lancing 62661

CONFERENCE OF SOCIALIST
ECONOMISTS: K.Smith,
Warleigh Rd.

FEDERATION OF. TENANTS ASSCC. -
ATIONS (BTN):72,Swanborough
Place,

FRTENDS CENTRE: Meeting Place
with Further Education class
es.16,Ship St. 27835

FRIENDS OF EARTH: Kate Dessau
B'tn 31083, Fortnightly

“meetings, Marlborough Hotel
8pm, Non-Members welcome.

FRTENDS OF THE WESTERN BUDDIST
ORDER: Yoga, lectures etc.
Beginners meditation Mon. 7.
[e15 15 Park Crescent Cl.
or phone 693971

GINGERBREAD: Selfhe;p pressure
group for one parent families |
Basement 6 Marlborough Pl,
Mon-Thurs 9-1 or phone 697208

~ or 688661
HUNT SABOTEURS AND ANIMAL

ACTIVISTS, Trevor Scott,Fl.
5, 4 Powis Sqg, Btn. 202276

LINK UP: Sussex University
_Community Action. 680380

NATIONAD COUNCIL for CIVIL

" LIBERTIES: See ADVICE.

PROJECT ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND:

Hove 737357,738712 or
411565,

PARENTS HELP LINE: 688633

RESOURCE CENTRE: Tov of North
Rd., 607141. Basic resources
for the community: meeting

space, duplicating, screen-
printing, community press,
transport, directory of
meeting space and much more.

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN: 19,Elm
Grove.. 687848

SOCIALIST ENVIRONMENTAL
RESOURGCES ASSOCIATION (SERA)
Socialist solutions for a
Just and sustainable society.

~ ¢/© Resource Centre.

SOCIETY FOR ANGLO-CHINESE
UNDERSTANDING: D.Furoi, 12,
Berkeley Row, Lewes 241k,

SUSSEX COUNTY SKATEBOARD ASSOC,
737357 (am)

TRADES UNION COUNCIL: Coordin=-
atiug group of local trade
unions afiliated to the TUC.
Ann Jones, 70 Hartingdon Rd.
6015594

LABOUR HISTORY PROJECT &LABOUR

HISTORY PRESS: as above,

TRADES & LABOUR CLUB: Meeting
place for trade unionists.
16 Lewes Rd. 601101 o

TRANSPORT 2000: Meetlnvs o™

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE
FOR PEACE & FREEDOM: 68L460L
and LeWeS Z{-l6lo

WOMEN'S LIBERATION: Meet
Resource Centre every third
Monday. For info.605911.,

WOMEN'S VOICE GROUP: baseé on
Women's Voice paper. Sue 212
Sue 21260,

BIRTH

BIRTH CENTRE (BRTIGHTON):Info
& support group.Pregnancy,
Birth & Early Infant Child
care.Yoga in Pregnancy
classes and Infant Swimming
classes.Cm~t689194/28357

FAMILY PLANNING CLINIC:

| 18/19 Westerr R4 734258
Lewes, Newhaven & University
Health Centre - Btn 2334

NATIONAL ABORTION CAMPAIGN:
eegﬁact WOMEN'S CENTRE,

AGE CONCERN:01d peo .19 wel-
fare.Mon-Fri 18—15. & 2-Lpm

57 Ditchling Rd. B'ton 683275
$BRIGHTON ALTERNATIVES TO PRISON
PROJECT (B.A.P.P.): info,
advice, employment-counsellin
literacy & numeracyg@ier those
at particular risk ‘being
sent to prison. Room 1, The
Institute, Central Free Churc
Queens Square., Phone 25998 Mo
& Wed 3.30-6pm, Tues 9.30-

10

-

| 6pm.

ANCER PREVENTI(ON:(Area Health

~ Avthority) 23344

IT1ZENS' ADVICE BUREAUX
B'ton:17 Ditchling Rise
601664, Mon-Fri 10-4pm & Tues
6-8pm; 2 St Georges Place Mon
Fri 10-1pm & 2-4pm

Hove: Town Hall (Tisbury Rd)
734811, Mon/Wed/Fri 10-12,30 4
12.15=4pm; Tue/Thu 10+L4pm
LATMANTS UNION: Room 6, The
Institute, Queens Square,
Tues, 11-2, Self-organisatio
Self help for claimants/ ex-
claimants. 202492 |
OMMUN] 7Y HEALTH COUNCIL

Advice on prcblems/difs. with

| _the NHS: Btn33824, Hove71186
FOUSING ADVICE CENTRE {council)

{5 Grand Pde 29801, Mcn-Fri
9-4 . 30pm
ABOUR WEEKLY ADVICE CENTRE:
179 Lewes RC, 10.30-11,30"
LEGAL & WELFARE INFC DESK:
Union Hall, Air St.
Satse 10-—L;.pm
LIBRARIES: d4¢ nc' offer advice
but have books which will in-
form you of your rights. Comm
f§ unity info alsc available
NATIONAL:. CCUNCIL FOR CIVIL
J.1RERT1ES (Sussex): 689385 or
¢/0 Public House Bcokshop

~Tues, of month, B'th Station see 'SHOPS')
" 7pm. PREGNANCY ADVISCRY SERVICE(Etn)
UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION: Pregnancy testing, counselling]

abortions, vasectomies:

| Wistons, 138 Dyke Rd, 509726

JRENT TRIBUNAL: rent cdisputes,

] security of tenure etc, 137

§ Preston R4, 506381

JRIGHTS CENIRE(Etn): Advice on
legal preblems. Central Free
Church, Queens Sq, Tue
5¢30-7430; Thu 12,30-2, 5,30~

'/ ¢ 30 Emnaa 202,92
SANMARITANS cr fhcoe in despeir

Btn [/2< //( 4hr); Heve 102
Clprendon Ré

Nancy Dore, 157 Surrenden Rd.
501370, _ W

WOOF: send S.a.€e. for info.
19 Bradford Rd, Lewes.

WORKERS MUSIC ASSOCIATION
Basement, 28 Livingstone R4,

Hove,
WORKERS EDUPATION ASSOCIATION
Brighton 680654

&~ o= e - . e

, Printed & publlshed by
t Pendkarn Ltc.

to

Brnghton Voice

12.30. Phone 607141 Fri 2.15 -

SERVICES

ALTERNATIVE EXCHANGE SERVICE:
Exchange your skills,
sarvices, labour. 682355.

COMMIJNITY TRANSPORT: Resource
Centre high-top transit and

driver, 6071L1. A
THE GREAT MEDICl: Entertairment

for children - suitable for
playgroups, parties, commun--

ity centres etc., 6839350

MERLIN: Lewis Work Collective:
Gardening,Decorating, tutor-
ing, mechanlcs, etc., (over
forty skills) - 5 Mount Fl,
Lewes 4036 & Ringmer812962,

PURE JOY: Whole Foods Catering

Collective., 19 Hammy Way,
Shoreham-by=Seg. S'ham62301.

UNCLE BRIGHTON SHOW: 691713. f

WORKING ASSOCIATION OF MOTHERS:
Baby sitting, social events,
creche, etc, Pauline Prise
5%6510.

WORKING WEEKENDS ON ORGANIC
FARMS: Don Pynches, 19 Brad-
ford Rd. Lewes 6286
(no callers please)

YOUNG UNEMFLOYED'S CLUB: Wed,
11.30-2. Institute.Queen's Sqg

PAPERS

CARF: Papor of theANTI-RACIST
ANTT-FASCIST CO-ORDINATING
COMMITTEE: A campaigning

~ paper, nationwide, from

' Public House Bookshop, or
Flat 3, SHuntley St. London.
Bulk orders/ Donations.

QUEENSPARK Paper for the
Queens Park area; 18 Wind=-
mill St., B'ton,

WAYBILL Newsheet of T&GWU,
1/,02 B'ton & Hove Dlstrlct
Busmen, from Conway Street
Depot, Hove,

WHOLE EARTH: Alternative tech-
nology, organic living, local
environmental action,.

11 @eorge St. 694600,

| GAY

SAMPATIGN FOR HOMOSEXUAL |
EQUALITY: 202930 8-10pm daily}{

GAY CHRISTIANS: Martin 680868

GAY RURAL AID & INFO NETWORK |
(GRAIN): Clyde Oliver, 69
North St., Lewes.

GAY SWITCHBOARD: Info & Advice
202550, 8-10. every night

- 3-10 on Sat. Post Office Box

| 9.

LE‘EIAN GROUP:Jill 696

.COMMUNIT
ACTION

CLARENDON GARDEN ACTION GROUP [|

' Campaign to save green space |
in densely populated Kemp |
Town. Sec, Joanna Stapleton
689143,

GEORGE STREET AREA SOCIETY:
(Save George St. Campaign)
Howard Allaway, 7,Steine Zdns

| 693763,

' HANOVER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

3% Southover St. Self-build

community centre. 694875

KINGSCLIFFE CONSERVATION SOJ.:

Ms. N.Marlow, 18 Bedford St.
| NORTH LAINE COMMUNITY ASS'N:

Cnt, Marion Graham 680950
{QUEENS PARK COMMUNITY ASSOC. :
| Mike Sherred, 71 Richmond St,
Mong 2-4/Tues, 2-4, 6-8
B'tn 699376
SQUATTERS & TENANTS ADVISCORY
SERVICE: Advice to the homeles
& those with hcusing prcblems
C/C Resource Centre, North Réj

' TWO PIERS HOUSING CO-OP: Ccll-
ective ownership and controlj:
of housing for-young single ||
people., Contact Brenda,Lewes
2029, Ray 683348, or Bob
737677

W2ST HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIO

21359,
 WEST PIER SOCIETY:

Tohn.quyd;'

.; 5 Balle Vue Gardens, 603705.

PUBLIC HOUSE BOOKSHOP:.

| SUNRISE RESTAURANT:

- BRIGHTON" ANTT-NUCLEAR GROUP:

COMMUNIST PARTY G.B.

FABTANSOCIETY: G.Forbes,

INDEPENDENT LABOUR PUBLICATIONS

-

Novem ber
1979

Info

ALTERNATIVE

SHOPS

ANANDA: 19, Bond Strc.i. 0dds MEDIC'NE
& ends, Indian crafts, in-
cenee. etc. ACUFUNCIURIST :Peter Deadman
INFINITY:25,North Road, 603563 BsAce¢ B'tn & Lewes;Lewes 77996
FOOD: Macrobiotic/Wholefood A CUFUNCTURIST : J. P.Scott. See

supplies. Open 9.50 -

5.00.

Closed all day Wed,
BAKERY & P1E SHOP: open 9-5

except Wed., 9-5.30.
BULK STORE: Bulk supplleb,

Open Tues.-Sat.

9¢30 =1 & 2 = D,

KEMP TOWN BOOKS: 91,St.George's

Road, Radical literature :
new and second-hand books.

next entry,.
ALEXANDRA TECHNTQUE Sed s SCOt™
33,Surrenden Cre scent.
~B'tr 559379, Appointment only
LINIC OF CHINESE ACUPUNCTURE
6 014 Steine, Tel., 699716
Mor-Fri 9 a.m.-5 p.m. From™

HONEOPATH: Robert Withers 8, B'tr
699212, Appointment only
79, Mill Street, Falmer.
ECOND SUN HEALIBG Healing th' gt
direct action & increased
understanding. 7 Terminus Rc
| B'tn 29248,
SHIATSU:Reflexology, Swedish
massage,Bach flower remedies

21, Little Preston St.28357
Member of the Federation of
Alternative Booksellers.,
Real books and mags, records

and cassettes of ethnic and -
improvised misic. Basement farek Urbenowicz,Palmeirs Cl'e

is open for continuous sess- 6'Pa1m84rvr81u1”€. Hove
ions and courses.See whats onfB'tr 7344€5. Appointments

PULSE: Closed.
SAXONS VEGETARTAN RESTAURANT: Jod Ubscript ions
£2~50 for12

L8, George Street Btn.

680733 Mon-Sat. 11.30 - 5

also Fri & Sat.. 7«15 - 11,
RACK ISSUES & "REGION SIX"
Special Report are available
from BRIGHTON VOICE c/o Public

Bring own wine,
SOLSTICE BOOKSHOP: 28 Trafalgar

Houde 'Bookshop 21 -1ittle Prestonr
Ste Brlghton. o >,

St. dlternative books and
IMPORTA'Nm IMPORTANT : IMPORTANT

mags, basement reading room, .
Tel.: 692880
SIMPLE SUPPLIES: Wholef'ood,re-
cycling, publications etc.
environmental centre. 11,
George St. Btn. 694600,Mon-
Sate 9¢.30-5.30, Closed Thurs.
16, North
Road, wholefood, vegetarian,
Run by the friends of the

wes n Buddhist Order. Mon-
Th
2=6

12-5, Fri & Sat.
{ = 10 pm,
I'HE ODD VOLUME:
Second-hand books: liter-
ature, left, feminist, ed-
ucation and many other
subhgmacts....53 Upper Glou-
ce Road. 10-6,Mon-Sat.’
| THREE ROOMS CAFE: 1#, Blatch=
ington Rd. Hove, vegetarian,
Morn-Sat. 10 = 3, 779933
WINDHORSE BOOKSHOP: 19 George
St Btn. Buddhism, books,
Indian clothes, gif'ts,candle:
incense, cards. 10-5, aally.’
WORKERS BOOKSHOP (BTN):
Marxist-Leninist classics &
working class history.
57. Glouc. Rd. Tel: 684&0&
Ol1a Only, 9 - Jg' ey ‘

POLITIC

ANTT-FASCIST COMMITTEE:
€/0179 Lewes Rd, B'ton,
ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE: c¢/o
Resource Centre.
BIG FLAME: 68 Compton R4,
phone B'ton 721283, for
details of meetings, etc..

1f you are a‘user of this page
BRIGHTON VOICE have made an
attempt over the past month to
update the information on this
page. Unfortunately we have
been unable to contact various
groups which used to appear on
this page. If your group is
still going, but has moved,
let us know c¢/o Public House
Bookshop,21 little Preston 8t.
28357

The information page is a
free service to all individuals
and groups trying to take
control of their own lives,, .

The Voice depends entirely
on support from its readers. If
you have some spare time and
would like. to help in writing/
production/distribution,
contact us via Public House
Bookshop, 2! Little Preston St.

'MORE

LABOUR PARTY: B'tn-179 Lewes
R3 602552 Sec.Nobby Clark,
above. Hove-4O Cowper St.
Sec, J.Cattell, 29 Foredown

Dr,, Portslade. lLewes- 3
North St. Tel.Lewes 4312,

IBERAL PARTY: B'tn Pavidion
F.Hix, Gordon House,lha Ship
St. Contact: 25315(day)
26560 (evening). Brighton,
Kemp Town. A.Framton, 32
Brownleaf Ri. 36817,

Hove & Portslade:J.McCormack,
11 Wellington Avenue, Hove
738462,

MIDSUSSEX ANARCHISTS: c¢/0
Resource Centre,

NEW COMMUNIST PARTY: M.Chaplin
83 Edburton Ave., Brighton,
SOCIALIST CHALLENGE: c/oInter-
mapional Marxist Group, Stud-

ent's Union, Univerbtity of

-~

ot
oo

or

Nick at 18 Bloomsbury Place,
Kemp Town, or Tab 607998,
COMMUNIST PARTY G.B.: Comtact
Sec., P.Goffin, 95a St.George

George's St,

-

: sontact
Sec, P.Goffin, 95a Saint
Geor%e s Rd, (687336) meet-
1st. "ed, of month at the
Stanford Arms, 7..45.
Pnone for details.
COMMUNIST PARTY OF BRITAIN(ML):
37 Gloucs.Rd. - 68440L4,
COOPERATIVE PARTY, B'ton: 86
London Rd. 683076 Hove: J.

— - e — — —

Cattell, 29 Foredon Drive, Sussex, Or +e1 605052.
Portslade, SOCIALIST WORKER'S PARTY: 19 |
ECOLOGY PARTY: B'ton Branch. Eln. Greve, Bttn 637848,
. Szc, Val Collett, 680750, UNITED TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT : - .\

details of local branch from
Box UT, 2a St Pauls Rd London,

N.1 1
'YOUNG LIFERALS: c/o Comuncillor
D.Rogers, 8 Guilfed Street.

. Brighton 26011.
YOUNe SOCIALISTS (Z.P.)
B'tn.Carl Wiper,28 Bernard
Rd., Tel. 609510 :
.Walder,120 Clarendon
Villas, Tel, 722218
A.Bryanu, 16 Willow

walk NGW]’ u,lrrl 6;94

vret fortnightly at the
Karlborough Hotel. Tue,.8pm,
66
Meadow Way, Burgess Hill,

Tel. 963-43723.

— e

(TLP) (BRIGHTON BRANCH) Soci

Socialist Discussion Groups,

production ofpamphlets, ete,

For details contact Gary Kent
!, Brigden St, B'tn558070,

Hove.C

-
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Optimism

Brighton Voice. This shows what enormous optimism you
have in the people., It's what we said at the start of
the Voice - we lay our skills and our socialist ideas
at the disposal of Brighton people. But there's a
populist snag here : if they come up with something
that's not in a socialist direction you don't want to

know, Won't your populism run into the same diffic-
ulties 7

N SR
‘‘‘‘

TONY BENN]

On October 4th, the last day of the 1979 Labour
Party Conference, Tony Benn gave an hour's interview
to BRIGHTON VOICE, answering questions about the kind
of socialism he would represent if returned to power.

Tony Benn. I'm always called a populist - but what
they mean is 'you're a demagogue'. What we're talking
about in this interview is an enlargement of democracy
and democracy is a very radical thing. People who

Just tip their hat to it call it something else when
they meet the real thing - they call it 'populism' or
'demagoguery's But leadership is important, not
because you tell people what to do, but because you
help them to realise their talents.

"But even the right to work has to be fought
for - a simple,modest demand which requires
a structural change"

out tomorrow there'd be blood in the streets for which
we 'd have responsibility. Now,out of these ingred-
ients you've got to create circumstances in which the
whole issue can be fully discussed. We've decided

that we're going to have a party commission on Ire-

Brighton Voice. 50 you're optimistic that if you land and things are beginning to move. But all these

give people the freedom they will exercise it in
a socialist direction?

Tony Benn., Well, I am, though I've always quoted
Niebuhr, 'Man's capacity for evil makes democracy
necessary; man's capacity for good makes democracy
possible', There's enough goodness and common sense
in people to make democracy.work, though of course
it will go wrong at times. You'll get your National
Front reaction - people who blame immigrants when

they lose their job - which is again where the media

does so much harm, I really do believe that the

media are one of the major obstacles to a mature
democracye.

A Different
Way

Brighton Voice. If we have the party in power with

your kind of ideas, how would it be different on
South Africa, Nato and Ireland ?

Tony Benn. The party's instinct on these matters is
right; we have a decent,socialist,democratic and
internationalist instinct on all these issues. If
we can restructure the party so that this wvoice
can properly be heard we will be further forward.
Also the media are still more successful at
mystifying us on foreign affairs. But they are
difficult problems., For example if you were to
embark on disengagement you'd have to have deep
discussions with all the firms that trade with
South Africa and these discusions would have to
be passed down through all levels of industrial
democracy : how would they cope ? what would they
do? The adjustment required would be enormous.

As for the cold war, this is more of internal use
to the Tories: I don't think Mrs Thatcher wants a
war with Rus3ia - it's just useful to say anyone
you don't agree with is working for Russia, I
expect you've been accused of that.

On Ireland, I'm sure if you polled
individual members of the party you'd find they
believe that the unity and independence of Ire-
land is right, that partition was wrong, that
they don't believe anymore than I do that the
problems of Ireland can be solved in Britain,
but they are nervous that if you went for troops

issues would be dealt with in a different way if the
party could have access to information and know its
dzcisions could be realised when it came to being

in governmente

Brighton Voice. Do you see yourself embarking on

socialism in one country in defiance of internat-
ional opposition ?

Tony Benn. No,no,no,no, I think there will be
international pressures, and last winter I was
accused of policies which would lead to a siege
economye. But I said 'your policies will lead to a
siege economy' and what was the winter of discontent
if it wasn't a sieze economy ? But then the bankers
who are no friends of ours were on the inside with us
and our own people were on the outside doing the
besieging. At least my siege economy would have had
our people inside and the bankers outside baying at
us, and that would have enabled us to mobilise public
SUppoOrte

But then it's not a question of being isolated
is it? If you go round the world there's widespread
workers' opposition to the multinationals - in Brazil
for example., We've got a great common interest here
because the intermational problem is a class problem
too. For example the Common Market is designed to .
allow capitalism to restructure itself in a larger.
market: we have to establish good links with the
European workers and that capacity is there, We
have a unique experience - we .are the oldest capit-
alist country in the world and we are experiencing
the decay of capitalism before everyone else, We have
a strong labour movement with a mass of schools of
socialist thought which are thrilling. And we have
a united movement which is the envy of people else-
where who know they are about to go through the same
capitalist decay as ourselves,

This is an inward- looking conference, because
we need to sort things out. It's our Zimbabwe-
Rhodesian conference, working out our constitution.
Will the UDI of the Parliamentary Labour Party
continue ? What will happen to the internal regime

of Bishop Muzorewa, how do you bring Joshua Nkomo
in’.'....'

Brighton Voice. In your terms who's won this
Zimbgbwe conference ?

Tony Benn. Who's won it? Well, at least you can now say
that Nkomo and Mugabe have got a seat at the table.You
can say no more than that.

We are printing this exclusive interview as a
supplement to Brighton Voice No.,62 and spare copies

can be obtained from Brighton Voice,c/o Public House
Bookshop, 21 Little Preston St. Brighton. Price 5 p.

Power Shift

Brighton Voice. You've spoken a lot about transfer of
power this week . We've been saying for over seven years
that there's been no transfer of poweresesse

Tony Benn. Ah, there has been a power shift but in the
wrong direction: accumulation and centralisation of
power has been going on for a long time. Industry tends
to centralise power as it gets more technical and the
case for standardisation and mergers gets stronger.

Then you have more centralised trade unions to deal

with this. The media too gets more centralised - you've
got to sell at least 2 million copies if you want a
national daily. Then the state comes in in the guise
of protecting people and then there's big public owner-
ship and big health authorities and so on. Gradually
is coalescence of pecple at the top develops - they
1 meet in Neddy meetings and Quangos and they're
taking all the decisions. Except for the links with the
grass rocts through the Labour party, the Unions and
through Parliament where you can destroy your leaders

by voting them out, there's really no connection
between the top and the bottom. As capitalism falls into
decline and tension rises then people at the top huddle
together more and more against everyone else, and this
is how corporatism has developed. But it's never succeed-
ed in quenching the desire for more democracy but the
media operate to confuse people so they are presented
with false conflicts and told if they challenge their
leaders they are trying to undermine the freedom which
is really what they want - the obfuscation and confusion
is there,

We have to do two things: First we have to have

a vision of what we'd like to see, that is a much greater
degree of equality in terms of power and wealth. And
secondly we have to recognise and analyse what are the
obstacles to power being shared. I suppose it looks odd
that we have identified 3 parts of the Labour party
constitution as obstacles , but these things have to be

looked at,along with the Official Secrets Act and so on.
Then we have to be patient - you can't do it all immed-
iately, but also impatient until you succeed,

........

Control

Brighton Voice. 0.K. so you've got the vision, now could

you tell us what this would actually involve. Take
workers' control: is it going to mean people at the top
owning nationalised industries for the workers,or is it

goingto be something much more grass roots in terms of
real power at shop flouor level?

Tony Benn. I think it will develop according to circum-

stances. People's attitude to control of their own firm
depends very much on their experiences and backgrounds.
For example, in the post office, management are rather
military - they treat postmen a bit like.soldiers: the
trade upion in the post office has always been guild
socialist and believe they should run the thing, and
these two forces have been marching through each other's
ranks for years without ever coming to blows, but the
basic question 'who runs the Post Office ?' has never
been put. They wanted workers on the board - they're
trying it, I wasn't very keen, but I saw my Jjob in 1974
to say 'what would you like to do? Go away and discuss
it.' That was the first bénefit - just discussion. Then
when they came up with their solution I had to meke it
possible fcr it to be done,

. In the coal industry - the lest thing the NUM

wents is a miner on the boarde...
Brighton Voice. Yes, Arthur Scargill said just that
when we interviewed him at last year's TUC Conference-

‘'we don't want any part of management'. But how then do

N B>




you see the miners taking over the mining industry?

Tony Benn. Well,very simply. It's gone further in mining
funnily enough even without a worker on the board. We -
set up a tripartite committee - the Minister in the
chair along with the Treasury and Dept.of Employment,
then the coal board there and the miners,colliery
managers,overmen and deputies, there, and that was the
governing council of the mining industry. We sat down
and worked out investment and long-term strategic
planning and then the NUM went away and negotiatec with
the coal board. I want to make a major speech on this
soon, the moment will come when people will see that

60% of the benefit of democracy is its power to get

rid ofjpe0p1e. Maybe that the miners' veto which is
expressed in the right to strike at the moment will come
to be expressed in the right to remove the coal board,
not necessarily to provide members of that board, but

te say we've no confidence in that management.

Brighton Voice. But would the average miner experience
your new regime as the old regime writ large, would
he feel any less alienated ?...

Tony Benn. Of course what I've said so far is at the

,strateglc level, but when you get down to the pit level
there's a dlfferent issue, Here again I must

‘emphasise the different traditions. If you go to Brlt-
ish Leyland where there's one long production line like
at Longbridge, alienation characterises the whole thing
but in the mines every colliery manager has actually
been on the face, There's tremendous respect for the
manager, They may not like him but he speaks the language
and goes underground with the men and shares their
experience, So the way the pit committee might operate
would depend on how much power they wanted to take,
and British trade union movement works by 'management
by exception' - they don't interfere unless something
g0ESs WIronge

Brighton Voice. But how would you in government
show your support for factory take overs if they
occurred ?

~—

Tony Benne I don't think it's a take over in that
sense, The first thing is to get discussion. going

in the factories: that won't happen unless people
think something's going to come of it. Secondly you
have to convince people that if a proposal for a
change of structure comes forward you will support
it. This is the credibility problem - there must

be a provision of funds for this sort of thing.

Then there's got to be a procedure for operning doors,
lots of people won't want to change, but for those

~ NUPE PICKET
T AN END TO
POVERTY WAGILS:

LD claime are the one annual educational

exercise in which the workers are involved....
that's what radicalises the labour ‘movement"

that do there must be permissive legislation  T1¢
a body of workers should decide to transform the
structure of control it should be possible to do so.

‘But they've also got to realise they'll need capital

to operate, Just like me and theoil companies, I
squeezed them as hard -as I could, but I also realised
that I needed an awful lot of capital to develop the
oil fieldss But at least I was hiring the oil compan-
ies they weren't hiring me- and this is the conceptual
change; labour does need capital but it doesn't need
the serfdom that capital has brought.

Once the right to know is there, the
right to open the books, the right to suggest,propose
and achieve a change in the statutory status of your
company, an awful lot of people would sit down and say,

'well,let's think about it' - not everybody would, I

don't think this thing's going to become like a revol-
ution in the anarcho-syndicalist sense, but it would

undoubtedly excite the imagination of a lot of people,
particularly those most alienated.,

Brighton Voice. But what happens when you get something

like in France where the take over of Lip by the watch
makers themselves was blacked by the rest of industry.
What would you do in such a situation?

Tony Benn. I mustn't suggest there would be a whole
clutch of occupations which would be legalised by an
act of parliament - that wouldn't be sensible or oper-
ational. So there will be problems like you've said -
Kirby was in the same position; the British Steel
Corporation wouldn't sell them steel except for cash
and yet the government had set up Kirby with a view to
succeeding, But we're so far from this point, and
before we get to it you'll have to discuss it with the
unions,because my experience is that the unions wiill
have a far bigger change to make to come to terms with
what I've been talking about than you'd suppose. Any
change from being representational and oppositional

to being managerial will create all sorts of structur-
al difficulties. Mind you there's one advocacy of
workers' cooperatives which is motivated by a desire
to break Trede Union power -what's called 'market
socialism' - take the workers,pitch them in against
market forces on their own,let them tear up their
rule books..and then let market forces destroy them.
Once they've repudiated their unions then they are in
difficulties and they're entirely at the will of the
banker who says either I will or I will not finance
them,

Brighton Voice. 0.K. to all this relativity of different
traditions and so on, but there comes a point where you
have to take sides. If it gets to the point where a
factory occupation is being blacked by the rest of
industry, how do you see what you will do in government
as being different from what previous labour govern-
ments have done ? Would you be prepared to keep police
away from a strike if the strike is said to be
'threatening the economic 1nterests of the
country' ?

Tony Benn. Well, you're talking the language of
revolution, and I understand why, but I have to reassert
what I said in conference, I really am a reformer,

Once you've got the statute book at your disposal

than you're not talking in terms of 'would you keep

the Special Patrol Group away while you finance Kirby'
- no, Kirby would be a government-financed enterprise.
The language is very important here,otherwise you give
the impression that you win the election-in order to
start guerrilla revolution. That's not the way I see
it, nor do I think employees see it this way. .v

Taking Sides ® ® Revolution’

Brighton Voice. It's not so much the fact that
workers want to m:ke a revolution - often as you say
they are only wanting to better their conditions - but
what forces you to take sides is the offensive by the
employers, by the capitalists, the people who own the
property who are prepared to call in the police - llke
at Grunwicks., |

Tony Benn. I remember after the war arguing with student
communist friends who were saying that Britain would
never give up India and so on, the whole revolutionary
pessimist line which I've never accepted, saying then
that the apparatus of the state,if properly conceived
and democratically endorsed is there to facilitate
things that are being done, and I don't foresee an- act
of illegality by employers or employees if you carry
change through on the proper basis.

You know,workers' demands are really very
modest. In B,P. for example, workers' unions simply

‘want to be recognised by B.P. In the case of the oil

rigs they simply want the right to fly out and try
to organise trade unions, and to get the health and

_saf'ety at work act employed on the rigse. This is

where both the vision and the inch by inch advance
have -to be combined., If you went to B.P. workers

and said do you want to take over B.P.? they'd say
we'd like to start with the right to organise,then
patrol what B.P. are doing,then to extend collect-
€ bargaining, and then eventually the right to
dismiss the management. But this won't happen in

2L hours. The big conceptual change is to see

that the facilities of the state can be put at the
disposal of the workers, just as they have been in the

past for management. That's perfectly practical, but
it's heady stuff we're talking,

Brighton Voice. But - in the Grunwick dispute, despite
all the worker solidarity * and Ian Mikardo and Audrey
Wise on the picket line - the labour government could

not avoid the fact that it seemed to be ranged against
the workers, purely because of the police,

Tony Benn, This raises the whole area of civil liberties
and security services etc, The whole issue of bugging,
Jury vetting,surveyance,computerised dossiers, the role
of the army and security forces at home - all this we've
got to look into,because there's embedded in it a
conception of society which sees trade unions as a
subver31ve organisatione

‘Substitute

Brighton Voice. But what role do you see for .

interventionist legislation which could be of a revol=- -

utionary kind ? How about a bill saying 'Nobody can own
more than one house' so that property prices come
tumbling down and there would be a real revolution in
housing. It's something which this paper is very
deeply concerned about at a local. level,

Tony Benne I've never been in housing. I'm not sure
where the whole problem for council tenants can

be resolved., I'd approach it, I suppose, by looking
at it like this: the more I think about it the more
it seems to me that the capacity of those who are the
recipients of the use of power to remove  those who
exercise power is really what we are talking about.
The way you achieve the gains of revolution without
the price of revolution, the blood of revolution and
the tyranny that follows revolution, is by the
'substitute revolution' - the capacity to remove those

who exercise power over you and substitute others.

Brighton Voice. But what are you actually offering to
those who are the victims of bad housing both at the

hands of private landlords and at the hands of public
authorities ? What are you offering that is different?.

Tony Benn. At bottom this is a question of the redist-
ribution of wealth, There's no doubt that the biggest
reform of 1945 was full employment. Full employment
redistributes wealth like nothing else, so we've got
to get that back - that's priority No.l. Then there is
the question of the ownership of land, and we've had
three cracks at it but each one has failed. But I've
got to be candid with-you it's not an area of policy

1 have any clear insights in, but I suspect it must

contain within it many of the same issues that I've
been dealing with,

Modest
Demands

Brighton'Voice. We have a fear that the Labour party is
sO0 heavily committed to the whole property scene in this
country that it won't actually do anything about it.

Tony Benn, Well, what's come over clearly in this conf-
erence is that there's a real socialist movement there.
There's a 1ot of ideas for reform and change trying to
get oute. . |
What we have to do is to get over the |

incredible modesty of people's demands - and the fact
that even these modest demands cannot be met within

the structure of society as it is. And why isn't this
apparent ? Because of the media, The real bagttle at

the moment in this country is between the media and

the unions - the Tories don't have to do anything, the
media does it for them, And that's why your paper,
Brighton Voice, is so important. It is clarifying -
what is happening. And what's happening is that people
are making modest demands which are being blocked.So
they ask why and in that process they are learning.
You don't need to preach broad socialist concepts

to them, They are learning them in their local
struggles, You have to put your skills at their dis-
posal; to provide information when they need it, but
the pressure has to come from below, And that's

what I learnt from the cooperatives - they were really
right to work campaigns. But even the right to work
has to be fought for - a simple modest demand which
requires a structural change. And as they realised it
they became excited by it. And this, of course is
where education,which has been to make the 75% who
went to secondary modern schools accept their inferior
status, is so important,

Brighton Voice., Isn't there a problem that your ideas
will seem abstract to the people ? How do you make them
more concrete for them ?

Tony Benne That's a kind of elitism - making it concrete
for them, I see my job as placing my skills at the
disposal of the people. You must be very careful not
to agitate and raise peodple's expectations and then go
home to your comfortable house leaving them on the
picket line, You've got to help them to see that their
local battle against their employer is part of the
entire attack on the structure.

We breed our leaders by the experience
of struggle. That's why the pay policy is such a

‘disaster for the unions, because pay claims are the one

annual educational exercise in which the workers are
involved., They say 'we created the wealth, why can't we
have the money?'. The papers then present them as
wreckers and extremists. But each year they learn that

they can't have the money because the factory is owned
by someone else - and that's what radicalises the labour

movement, B>
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A REPORT OF THE MEETING

HELD ON 20th OCTOBER AT

T.U.C. HEADQUARTERS TO DISCUSS
THE PURLIC SPENDING CUTS.

This meeting was one of the
most constructive I have atten-
ded since the campaign on the
cuts hegan., Rather than a day
taken up with platitudes from
the top table, the majority of
time was given over to delegates
from Trades Councils, Tenants
Associations and Cormunity org-
allizations who could speak from
first hand experience of the cuts
and their effects on'the people

they had been elected to represent.

The need for unity and co-ordin-
ation of effort was stressed time
and time again, as was the nec-
essity for guidance from the
General Council, ©Solidarity in
this campaign needs to be
achieved because of out lcad-
ership, not inspite of it.

Horefully the high degree of
comrplacency thet seems to per-
meate from the upper stratas of
the T.U.,C. will be eliminated
by conferences such as these,
and we will achieve "lezder-
ship from the front rather than
behind",

The delegate from West Sussex
made reference to the dubious
motives and limited vision of
those who elected the present
government, The mandate to
reduce our taxes was likewise
a mandate for cuts in public
expenditure. As to whether
those who voted Tory could
have fully understocd the im-
plications of their actions is
difficult b® eatablish - very
few people are prepared to admit
that they are responsible for our
first woman Prime Minister,

CAN DA 4, AGE THE BRAIN"’

The way in which public ex-
penditure has contributed to
our quality of life 1n general
is too often taken for granted.
It has become necessary to draw
attention to and ahalyse the ex-
tent of the services which are
provided from thils expenditure,
without which the whole 8ocial
framework of this country will
take a massive step backwards and
an eletist mincrity, together with
its fund of cheap labour, become
firmly re-established.

A century of hard won reforms,
punctuated by the formation of
a Nationzl Health -and Social
Service,will be negated in order
to nurture these "chosen few
people" and make such funda-
mentals as good health and Ed-
ucation a privilege rather than
a right,

The ethics of a government
that can justify any cuts in
the standard of our Health and
Education services and magintain
it is for the "good of the
country" are questionable, not
to say short-sighted, remin-
iscent of a certain 18th century
character who was heard to say:
"let them eat cake"., The French
Revolution flollowed not long
after. It would be an advan-
tage to Mrs, Thatcher to take a
lesson from History.

The delegate from Camden Trades
Ccuncil emphasised the educative
role that Trades Unions must play-
the defeatist attitude that noth-
ing can be done abcut these cuts
must be tackled, It is necessary
to enlist the support of those
Ptblic Sector workers who would not
normally be involved in union activ-
ities and who can so easily be
taken advantage of through ignor-
ance,
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We need to organize campaigns
and co-ordinate all those bodies
oppcsed to cuts in a particular
area, Trades Councils, Community
organizations, Tenants Assocla-
tions. Such campaigns can ensure
consistent work in raising the
cuts as an issue and in building
effective support and opposition
tc them

The temptation for one union to
feel that its problems should
take priority over another must
also be avoided, Any division
amongst those opposed to the cuts
could be utilized to the govern-
merts advantage - there is no
need to create wedges and disunity
if we are doing the job quite ade-
quately for ourselves,

Our unity is there for all to
see, in our children and their
futures, in their right to ed-
ucation, good heelth and
employment if they choose. At
a time when more people require
care, and the demand for leisure
activities is increasing, local
authorities should be expanding
their responsibilities, not
decreasing them,

The Trgde Union Movement must
not limit theselves to protecting
members jobs, but to maintaining
a quality of life which their
forefathers fought so long and
hard to achieve,
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AND NOW

ON A LOCAL LEVEL ccece

Those councillors who gathered
together at Pelham House, Lewes,
only served to widen the gap that
exists between those who have and
those who need,

These "elected" representatives
went on to approve the £3 mllllon
cuts over and above the‘£12 million
withdrawmn from this years budget,.
and the.£2— million already ear-
marked for next year, - it is a
soi'ry reflection on ourselves
that these councillors have, to
a large extent, achieved their
mandate through apathy. Services
such as child care, care for the
elderly and single parent famil-
ies are being eroded in an
historic instance of those in
power affecting those who can-
not retaliate,

Obviously unused to "justi-
fying their existance and the
"democratic" means by which they
were elected, Chairman, Mr, Peter
Gladwin, hammered for order and
told the members in the public
gallery:

"You have no right to
speak"
In that case how do those elected
nembers in the chamber ever see
daylight?

National Council for Civil Liberties

WORRIED ABOUT FILES ON YOURSELF?

OR ANY OTHER CIVIL LIBERTY PROBLEM?

IF SO CONTACT

SUSSEX N.CC.LL.

21,LITTLE PRESTON STREET,
BRIGHTON,

'OR PHONE
689385

MEMBERSHIP: £1 PER YEAR,
JOIN NOW AND HELP

DEFEND CIVIL LIBERTIES.

Those present in the public
gallery on this occasion would
be well advised to enlist sup-
port from others directly
affected who, to our detriment,
are not always consulted.

Current legislation deems it
essential to utilize the fund
of energy available from those
already affected by the cuts:-
(a) Those teachers unemployed
as a result of government
legislation,

(b) Mothers unable to contri-
bute to the family budget as
teir "elected representatives"
have deemed fit to cross nurs-
ery education out from their
list of priorities.

(¢) Those who would have ben-
efited from an adult education
class to put their increased
leisure time (the advent of
new technology will ensure
this) to constructive use.

(d) Those made redundant through

maladministration and poor in-
vestment of profit.

With the support of people
such as these we can ensure an
adequate attendance at every
meeting and perhaps those
councillors present on Tuesday
will begin to take us seriously
as an organized body.

ARE YOU LOW PAID?

We have recently formed a
group to study the questiorn of
low pay and how to combat it in
the Brighton area., We are look-

ing at those sectors which are
notorious for low pay and bad
conditions (such as hotel and
catering, homeworking, retail-
ing) and other sectors in which
there sre low paid jobs. Our
aim is to help the local labour
movement by publishing these
results as well as using this as
a basis to fight Brighton Council
policies,

Many people do not consider
themselves as low paid, but if
you are earning less than £1.30
an hour, uou are officially
classified as being low paid.,

We would like to hear from any-
one who is able to provide inf-
ormation from their workplaces
on pay and related issues such as
work conditions, "industrial
relations" redundancies, etc. .
Anonymity is obviously guaranteed.

B'ton 682295
or

Lewes (/499

Please contact us:

THE ANTI-LOW PAID GROUP

'Bnigblhn.i-ﬂm_@;

[rodes Councll
Wednesday 12Zth Dec.
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NATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK !

12 = 18 November 1979

the Cuts.

{ How you can show your
support:-
Locally groups from the
Coucil for Educational
Advance will be organiz-
ing such activities as:

|
C.E.A, Campaign against }
)

* l

Public Meetings on such
issues as nursery educa-
tion, class sizes and
adult education.

Lobbying "decision makers"
- Deputations will meet
councillors, especially
those who are members of
Education Committees.

¥*

*

at local schools and coll-
eges to show what is being
done and the potentizgl
effects of continuing cut-
backs.

Open evenings and sessions ‘

MAKE YOUR FRESENCE FELT i
- If you should require furtqer
information contact - The

. secretary, C.E.A., Hamilton ’

' House, London, W.C.I.E, 9B.D4

' Telephone O1-387-2442 - '
- W
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