undercurrents.....

Argus aids
the deserving poor

EBvery December, the money
collected in the Argus Christmas
Appeal is doled out to the people
the paper (and the town) ignores
the rest of the year. And, to make

sure they don't waste the charitable

offering, Social Services staff are
instructed to buy 'suitable' food
rather than hand over the money -
£5 per lucky family.

Last Christmas, however, social
workers revolted against this
hangover from the 19th. century
and demanded cash instead of a few
tins of fruit, a couple of jellies
and a pud, all wrapped up in a
seasonal Mickey Mouse carrier bag
(really ). The eventual compromise
was &5-worth of Sainsbury's
vouchers - overstamped

++++++++
Rubbish-BIM

Mr, Roy Close, Director-General
of the British Institute of Man-
agement, has written to the Inland
Revenue with 'a plea for the hard-
pressed middle manager'. While
taking a token swipe at wvarious
perks, he asks that any campaign
against them should go hand in
hand with large tax cuts, and
admits that some members receive
'holidays, yachts, flats, furniture,
clothes and even servants?.

ITODR. Onlx*. o

THIS MONTH’S

Tanks a million?

John Coyne is just an ordinary
guy from Cincinatti, Ohio, USofA -
except. for his tank, which he
bought second-hand from the army .

Prosecuted for driving a vehicle
without inflatable tyres, he has
Just won an appeal which confirms
the citizen's right to do pretty
well anything he likes that isn't
specifically forbidden by the
Constitution. I suppose it could
be a great blow for civil liberties,
apart from the fact he's probably
a fascist,

Social Services joke

After a close contest, the 1979
prize for Supreme Tactlessness and
Insensitivity has ‘been awarded
jointly to Denis Allen, East Sussex
Director of Social Services and
Julia (call me Thatcher) Cumberlege
Chairthing of the Social Services
Committee.

After proposing to close the
Brighton Children's Homes, sack
the staff and cart the kids off to
Crowborough, etc. they sent each
Home a Christmas card wishing them
'a merry Christmas and a happy and
prosperous new year'.

OO0 000000000

Equality in death

A sharp ‘'rise in the number of
women smokers has resulted in a
similar increase in cancer deaths.

Compared with 1969, 50% more
women now die from cancer of the
lung, trachea and bronchus - but
over three times as many men kill
themselves in the same way.

Why the hell do you do it?
Presumably most of you don't want
to die - much less pay capitalism
vast sums to kill you when they'd
be more than happy to do it free
of charge. Doesn't it seem a bit
stupid?
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FOUR CHILDREN INJURED ' ’

The full meaning of the Torys' cuts
in essential social services was felt
by flour Moulsecoomb schoolchildren
last month when they were the victims
of a tragie road accident.

At lunchtime on Monday, January 21st

two vehicles collided on Moulsecoomb
Way, one of them careering into a bus
shelter where the children were stan-
ding. All four were injured and one
was kept in hospital with serious leg
injuries,

Yet three months ago, this accident

4ig1d probably not have happened, be-

e the lollipop lady who used to
escort children across the road at
this point was deemed "unnecessary"
by the Tory East Sussex County Coun-

Despite having this pointed out. to

patrols were taken away. Apart from

them, the Council refused to back down, the painting of over a dozen unoffic-
and removed the patrol from Moulsecoomh ial zebra-crossings, they have mounted

Way - a road crossed by over 300 chil-
dren several times a day (making it

one of the busiest school-crossings in

the E.S.C.C. area). They preferred
instead to spend hundreds of pounds
hiring a private contractor to REMOVE
zebra-crossings which protestors had
painted on the roads to give the chil-
dren at least some protection from the

DEATH  RISK

There are no school warninz-signs

successful pickets of Moulsecoomb.Way,
E.5.C.Council meetings and of Radio

Brighton (which along with the Evening
Argus and the Brighton And Hove Gazette
has seemed reluctant to publish the
full facts), More dramatically, unknown

sympathisers of the Parents' case caused

an estimated £500 of damage to the pre-
mises and vans of the non-union con=

tractors brought in to remove the zebra-

crossings (Council workmen had refused
to do it) by spraying them with the
words "CHILD KILLERS,"

Even the local policeman was removed
from the area by his superiors when

for drivers where the lollipop lady they felt he was too sympathetic to the
used to stand, and the no-parking rule kids' case. Instead the estate is pa~
which used to keep the crossing clear trolled by several panda cars and even
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cil.,

Nearly half of those working In its frantic efforts to find new

fea cosy - for capitalists

Devoted readers of this page
(there must be one?) will remember
a plece on the appalling conditions
suffered by tea plantation workers
and their families. The issue was
raised at the end of last year at
the annual general meeting of
Brook Bond leibig, one of the
largest companies, when an attempt
to get workers' wages raised by
15p per day was rejected as Yimprac-
ticable' by Sir Humphrey Prideaux,
company chairperson. At the same
time, he proposed a 500% rise in
the salary paid to non-executive
directors, from £1,000 to &£5,000
per year (i.e. approximately £15
per day ).

World Development Movement
supporters pointed out that their
suggested rise would reduce divi-
dends by only O.lp per share, but
Sir Humphrey told the meeting that
he and his wife had just returned
from a (free) trip to inspect the
plantations and that 'the vast
majority of children there are
happy and healthy'. Furthermore,
'an increasing number of
(unspecified) experts now believe
that the international standard of
malnutrition does not apply to
children of a smaller phisiognomy'.

Makes you proud to be British,
don't it?

at home earn less than 40p per
hour. This is revealed in a survey
by the Low Pay Unit, proving con-
clusively how employers con people
who desperately need money but

can't go out to work.
The report can be obtained from

9 Poland St., London, W.l., price
£1-10po
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STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS

Merseyside police dogs are to
have a welcome rest from biting
lumps out of local citizens. The
recently-deceased Emma Burdekin
has left £100 in her will to buy
each of them a steak.eeoe

social services to axe,the council
had sent an 'expert' to Moulsecoomb
to check the traffic flow. The result-

ing report claimed that Moulsecoomb .

Way was "safe" for children to cross

on their own, despite being a major
bus-route, Accordingly, the Barons of

the E.,S.C.C.,, sitting in Lewes, chopped
this crossing patrol, along with others

in its area, But what had conveniently
been overlooked was that the Allenwest
factory, one of the major sources of
traffic on the estate, was on strike
at the time of the survey. |

has now been allowed to lapse, These
were clearly two major factors con-
tributing to the accident.

But worried parents fear that even
the accident will not convince the
Tories that the crossing patrol is
necessarys; "they'll wait until a child
is killed before they give us back our
patrol," said one mother, "and it'll
happen sooner or later."

The parents have been waging a brave

and resourceful campaign since the

plainclothes C.I.D. So far there have

- been two arrests; the cases will be

heard in February and will be reported
in the BRIGHTON VOICE,

It is clear that the Tories are pre-
pared to spend any amount of money for
contractors, workmen and squads of
police, but are not prepared to find
£880 from their ample coffers to pro-
tect the lives of over 300 children,
SO FAR FOUR CHILDREN HAVE PAID THE
PRICE. Can we allow this callousness
and blind stupidity to continue?

CHILDREN'S HOMES TO CLOSE? SEE P.8

eees WHAT'S ON P,13...CORRIE P. 3...BRUNSWICK P,4...CUBA P.11l...ANIMAL CRUELTY P.14..GAYS P.7...
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INDUSTRY, AND COMMERCE.

To meet the needs of the largest
migrant group into the area, the
15-24 age group, many of whom are
single, the ptan encourages the
purchase of properties by registered
housing associations and co-ops, for
conversion into communal housing. |

The Council intends to see the
return of vacant property(10% of
total) to residential use, but is
reluctant to use compu lsory
purchase powers. Maximum Improve-
ment Grants, implemented with "as
much flexibility as possible", will
be available, but they can only be
granted for self-contained units,not
shared accommodation, for which
only Special Grants for the addition
of missing amenities are available.

S0 grants cannot be guaranteed for
much of the property in the area. And
the plan acknowledges a conflict of
interests between the Borough Housing
Dept, which aims at high levels of
improvement, and the Borough
Environmental Health and Planning
Dept, which is concerned with min-
imum standards, .

HOUSING

A limited amount of change from
residential use will be allowed, and
conversion is preferred to re-
development, as a way of maintaining
and inereasing the housing stock. The
costs of conversion work present a
problem, since Building Societies
do not normally lend for conversions,
or for work on shared accommodation.,

Rather than provide Council mortgages, |

the.Council is discussing with the
. Building Societies the possibility

of a change in their lending policies.

No Council action is proposed to
ensure low prices and rents. |

ICK'S FUTURE

HOVE COUNCIL HAVE ALMOST FINALISED THEIR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE OF
BRUNSWICK TOWN. CRITICISMS OF THE DRAFT PLAN WERE HEARD ON 17TH JAN,
AND A PUBLIC INQUIRY, THE LAST CHANCE TO VOICE OBJECTIONS TO THE
PLAN, WILL BE HELD IN THE WEEK BEGINNING 25TH FEB. !

THE PLAN ACKNOWLEDGES THE NEED FOR HOUSING IMPROVEMENTS, BETTER
SOCIAL FACILITIES, AND MORE AMENITIES FOR THE OLD AND DISABLED.
GENERALLY IT AIMS TO PRESERVE EXISTING PATTERNS OF LAND USE AND
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP, WITH MINOR ADJUSTMENTS IN LOCATION OF HOUSING,

The Lansdowne Centre is the only
community centre in the area. A
Youth Club, a playgroup, the
Brunswick Action Group Advice
Centre, and groups of pension-
ers, single-parent families, and
mothers, all use its facilities.
The plan notes that the centre is
unable to meet local needs, and
there is a commit ment to look for |
a new site or sites)

The secomd commit ment is to
open an information centre/cafe
in the centre of the area, mainly
for old people. It will open for
a trial period of 6 months,
staffed by voluntary groups under
the supervision of Hove Social
Services;it is hoped that it can
be financed by an Urban Aid Grant.

i The Lansdowne Centre is vital to
the plan's social facilities
policies. \It is leased by East
Sussex County Council Education
Dept, who threatened to close it
in September, to save £12,000pa.
They were persuaded to keep it open
by Hove Council, and settled for
saving money by moving the warden
to another job, leaving his job
vacant, :
The caretaker's retirement
in the summer will mean more
problems for users, and the Edu-
cation Committee will reconsider
the closure option when the lease
comes up for renewal later this
year, The Committee is annoyed
because money budgeted for edu-

cation is being used for what is |

mainly a social facility. Last year |
an offer from Hove Social Services

to take over the centre was| rejected. |

n Private Landlords Hands

Brunswick's population is 6,000 of
which 37% are pensioners. 2,000
people live alone.

The total housing stock is just under

| 4,000 dwelling, with a density of

over 110 per hectare, compared with

less than 50 anywhere else in the Boro,

Many of these comprise only 1 or 2
rooms. 12% are vacant. Almost all
dwellings are privately rented.

Over 4LO% of dwellings lack one or’
more of the three basic amenitiess

30% of children are in one-parent
families

The Unemployment rate is over 17%

PLANNING
DEPARTMENT

LOUSY ...
LET'S KNOCK

Offices and shops(62% of total) far
outnumber other employers, mainly
hotels and light industry, which is
in decline, 1,500 people are employed

in the area. Over 75% do not live in
anSWiCko
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Brunswick's problems are not unigque,
only more extreme than in the rest
of the towmn. They are the problems
caused when a laissez-faire Council
allows profit-minded landlords to
exploit the basic needs of the i
young,the old,and all those who
cannot,or will not,compete in the
private sector. The plan nates that
Market Forces have not been able to
ensure adequate maintenance of
listed properties.Its not surpris-
ing;the lower the maintenance costs,

the higher the.profidss ~ :

_ .And this
does'nt just apply to listed prop-
erties.The Council should be inter-
vening to guarantee low rents,high
standards,and adequate facilities.
They should be handing out meitgames
and buying property.There are too
many petty rivalries between Council
Depts who don't give a damm about
the people they're meant to serve,
Its time they started doing their
‘job properly. But then a lot“ef
them have too many private inter-
ests to 160k after first.

...........

o i e On INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY,last year,
T e By i L A gl | in solidarity with the women prisoners, fES
I e L it b gi 448 ) : b | o Phiage 1 there was a successful picket of Armagh
Gaol.This peaceful picket was attacked by
the Royal Ulster Constabulary(RUC)and the
Armagh 1l1l"were arrested.These 11 women
face 25 charges of "assaulting"the RUC.
B b 4 I3 Their case still hasn't been settled,
e R C T R L i | 4 after 2 hearings, and so money is badly
ol el B s . | needed for the campaign,organizing

creches,etc...and childcare should
any women

land in gaol.
Women against Imperialism@in court, the women,
c/b 52, Broadway, wearing T-shirts

Belfast 12.....thanks.! with a feminist
ation, handicraft work...one 30 minute ¢ e P .

% 4’” _.kﬁﬁéymbol and"politic-
visit with eur families per month(6 hours a year )...lettems | '?ff? {ﬁvral status"on, have
infrequent and censored...no food parcels, so all losing ; : _p; v

_______ joamyefused to stand for
weight...catching infections from dirt and filth ip bath- 7 the magistrate,addre-
rooms, toilets, Sinks...overpowering stench...beatings from

''''''''''''

A COLLECTION FOR THE
ARMAGH 11*'will be taken
on 20th...or, please write

o b v
. -~ .
5
= . b :
. X 88
ES o = e
’ ?

"locked up for 21 hours a day...no educ

o ( ‘ Ssing him as 'MI‘ MCIVOI"

the screws"...as well as the generally bad medical conditions: %JS' fﬁf and not as 'Your Worsh-
Valium is prescribed for everything from major skin burns to o B i inc feminiat songs,
a breast abcess...one woman prisoner had to have L guards,‘ i B \or5 shouted political
present, when she gave birth by caesarian section to a l § ““:;'Eg» status slogans.

daughter... . w | KTIQN
*On Jan.2nd,&
®nother adjournment,the women
and 50 supporters(from as far as Dublin &
England)occupied the court-room for 15 mins
forcing magistrate ete, to retreat, to the
sounds of 'The @'s Army is marching'é pol-
itical status slogans.They then marched to
the prison,chanting and exchanging greetings

with prisoners.

. in the fight against British j
These are the conditions Tmperialism - against the |‘

(116509

- pejJae}s Futeq ST dnoad wWSTTBTJR

suffered by the 37 women in  British army's presence in

Armagh Gaol, Northern Ireland|the North of Ireland. 11

who are protesting for polit-'ps Women against Imperialism
jcal status - to be treated  (Belfast)put it:" IRISH WOMEN,
as political prisoners, and treated as second class citi
not as criminals, as they zens anyway, are treated as
have been locked up because less than human beings in
of their direct involvement  gaol!(Nov.10th,1979).

7% v
(K24 2tan

Protesting POW's 1
the changing role of women in the struggle as the war cont-
inues:"One would almost think that they had drawn up a stra
tegy of resistance, first passive, then obstructive, and
then finally, defiantly militant.We feel that women every-
where who fight for equality and liberation are bonded to us

in a spirit of solidarityld s :
T2 BRITIOH ARMY: hoei e biand. JiN,09ed 4O

m,'"I was playing a wee house with Ann - and Deidre
—in Ardmonagh Garden Flats on Friday 18th March.g
The Brits came running up the stairs and stare
ted kicking the doors down.They caught
oll of me,threw me domstairs...thsn
theybrought me back to a flat
| One

»yvelled in my face, a tall
>~ one with glasses,"Do you
t know who lives here?"
I said,"No!"He said
"You're a liar!"He
hen asked me to give
my name and address and 1
wouldn't give it for I was
frightened.He then grabbed
me by the jumper and
threw me into a women's
toilet and closed the
foor and held it.l
could hear the woman's
lino getting ripped
with a knife.l
= heard furniture
ol being moved.I
was then able
to steal out when
I heard silence.
The soldiers had
gone & I was cry-
ing so a girl
brought me down
to my mammy.

—

PP AN ALL-.NQMEN THEATRE GROUP -
«+o"The 1980 Spit and Polish Girly Show"

SHOWS THE BRITISH ARMY IN ALL THE
DIFFERENT AREAS IT OPERATES /N, AND HOW

THESE RELATE ... Ireland/Nato /smkebrm&@
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And from the Rhine to the Rock of Gibraltar
P From Derry to Cyprus to Hong Kong

« Hearty British Army lads have gathered ‘P
"To show that England's greatness lingers on ol
See them SPIT on the myththat the British are finished
And POLISH up the image of an Empire in decline
rom the Rock of Gibraltar to the Rhine..."

T T YWY

oA

A LI
".must for all those who think that Military Intelligence is aicoﬁtradiction.in terms?..
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ARGUS

ALTERNATIVES TO

INFILTRATED
BY THE

GLADS

Following the Argus exposé of
the Militants on Monday 28 Jan...

It is difficult to say when it -
began,but there is now no doubt that
the Argus has bcen successfully in-
filtrated by Madie Moderates.
Although the readership of the Argus
continues to believe that the Extreme!:
Right-wing Tories are still in con-
trol,the facts show that the well-
organised and hard-working band of
. Moderates are dangerously close to
taking over,

The method of the Moderates is
simple but effective. They pick on
lepartments within the Argus where
the meetings are poorly attended
and where the Tory Editor is too old
to do more than the routine business
6 management., These old stalwarts
are happy to see younger people tak=-
ing an interest and innocently give
way to the well-drilled campaign of
the. Modsrates, As one old Tory said
to us 'They come to the meetings with
prepared articles of extreme dullness
and Modsration which they read out
in a boring monotone. The same
happens in each department. It is
very, well coordinated.'

What do the Moderates stand for?
They take their inspiration from
Will Gladstone who lived over a
100 years ago and was later found
dead,in bed. They do not advocate

PRISON

L

A Bi'ighton based grcup is trying to
cvercome some Of the deficiencies
of our priscn system.They feel that
prison is a totally alienating ex-
perience,an endless bureucratic pro-
cesswhich isclates 'criminals'from
personal contact,making them less
and less capable of coping with
everyday life in the outside world.
They say it breaks up families,
because it puts intclerable strain
on the wives,husbands and children
of inmates.It drives alcoholics and
the mentally ill furtner downwards.
It gnaws away the individuals per-

The BRIGHTON ALTERNATIVE TO PRI~
SON PROJECT,formed 6 months ago,aim
to give prisoners the kind of in-

also provides practical ‘help through
literacy and numeracy classes,employ-
ment counselling,weekly meetings of
gamblers Anonymous and advice with
drinking prcblems,

The group is backed up by an
adviscry cormmittee of experts from
the fields of housing,law and the
soecial services.

The B.A.P.P. hopes soon to open a ‘
visitors centre,run by the prison-
er's families in conjunction with
local probatiom and welfare serv-
ices.The centre will be a source of
infermaticn and mutual support for
priscners,

With the constant rise in the pri-
son population the need for groups
like B.4.P.P. will increase.The con-
tinuation of their work is dependent
on volunteers coming forward.If you
are interested in their work,further
information can be cbtained fromj
B.A,P.P. Room 1,The Institute,Central
Free Church,Queens Square,Brightcn.
Tel. 25998..

Mon,Wed , Thur,3.30 = 6 pm.
Tues.%. 30am = 12,30 pme |

NATURAL & NORMAL

First the Evening Argus and now the
Mid-Sussex Times have been having a

field day this year with written

attacks on gay people and the ensuing
correspondence , Apart from the oblig-
atory quotes from the gospels,you can
be pretty sure that two little words

will enter inte the arguements of non-

be that these individuals are not att-do not fulfill all of these condit-

acked or isolated by their fellow .

~ions which form the basis of our

creatures but are left alone to be naticoncept of'normality', Not only that,
ural in their own way while others of but in attempting to restrict the

different inclination get on with"
propagating the species. |

The sexual behaviour of the ani-
mal kingdom is incredibly varied,

gay people who feel uneasy or positively ranging from the deadly mating of

hostile to moves towards acceptance.
These two overused,misused but
almost magical words are 'natural' and
'normal',.They are thrown about with
wild abandon and most often by those
who seem t0 have little understanding
of what the words actually mean.By
some curious slight of hand, 'natural?
and 'normal' is translated into
monogamous,conventional heterosex-
uality,preferably in the missionary
position,preferably married.Gay sex-
pality is then,by definition,UN-nor-
mal and UN-natural.But where do we
get these concepts with such certain-
tyo?

OW!'.. | THOUGHT YOU
| WERE AGIRL FROG

natural

For natural we should,of course,turn
to nature.Soy;on to the birds amd bees,

some spiders to the exuberant
courtship of whales, the lifelong:
monogamy of swans to the harems of
promiscuous bull sealions., It seems
a little superfluous to go into the
sex=lives of the whole animal
kingdom but it does serve to illus-
trate the misuse of the term'natural
to justify our own particular
customs, and even our prejudices.

But of course you can't win when you
confront the moral watchdogs with the
variety of behaviour in nature, inc-
luding 'naturally-occurring' homo-
sexuality. "Oh, well, "they say, "if
you want to behave like animals,..!"

normal
The word 'normal' has been simil-

arly abused, Basically, it means a
sort of average behaviour, within the
whole range of possibilities - but

it has been twisted to mean the min-
imum acceptable behaviour to those
who decide the conditions of what

is and is not to be approved of., Few
people could deny that a large num-
ber of people, perhaps the ma jority,

human urge to introduce variety into
sexual behaviour, different cultures
have set very different models of
what is 'normal' and this tends to
make the general concept somewhat
ridiculous, It is so tied in with

prevailing and changing social

attitudes specific for each culture
that it is clearly a social construct
with a purpose one needs to question.
In Rome, for example, it was consid-
ered perfectly normal at one time to
time to throw Christidns to the lions,
In Britain, public executions were
quite normal until comparatively .
recentlye Is 'normal' necessarily -
right for everyone ?

ab—-normal

The concept of normality also has
the effect of declaring a great many

people 'abnormal' and making sure
they suffer for it, This isnt Jjust
gay people, it includes unmarried
couples, illegitimate children and
women who refuse to accept the ex-
tremely oppressive and stultifying
feminine role, At one time left-hand
ed people were considered 'abnormal’
and forced to change., But trying to g
éveryone to conform to one single
type of behaviour is neither possible

ConT-

bl A
formal support which the system dep- —
rives them of.The group stresses
the importance of ordinary friend-

ship and company,and the establish-

action but depend on reason to gain
their dangerously Moderate ends,

zzzrewaze | THE PRAIRIEFIR

us.M.W. (moral watchdog) would be overw
joyed ,if we emulated the busy,ind- "

% §
The man at the centre of the @& 2

Moderate conspiracy is little known
Adam Trimingham, who, at first glance
does not seem to be a man of
moderation with his two cats and his
wife Elaine, who, as it happens, is
editorial assistant to the Gazette.
Adam admits that he has only recent-
ly become a dedicated Moderate. 'In
the last years of the 1960s I was an
unconscious Moderate. I come from
Uxbridge where there is a strong
Moderate tradition in the Church
Youth Clubs and Rotary Societies.

But 1970 was a turning point when
our successful campaign to get the
Modarate Edward Heath elected,and

the local success of extreme Moder- -
ate Andy Bowden in Kemptown, confirm-
cd me in my opposition to the
orejudiced propaganda of the Argus.

'But, 'he continued,' I did
not leave the paper but,unlike most
other moderate and sensible groups
ol the Centre, stayed inside it.

I work really hard at the day-to-
day tasks of the paper, selling

ment of earing relgtionships.It

raffle tickets and spreading our
message intce such Moderate papers

as the Observer,'

This is the man with the
sof't-spoken voice and the diffident
manner who will go to the extremes
of Moderation. His report for the
Observer, for which the fee went
into Moderate funds, followed by
his full page article in the
Argus, have been the recent climax
of his campaign. Both were utterly
boring, cautious and Moderate factual
accounts of the Left-wing in Kemp-
town, giving much appreciated public-
ity to those trying to oppose the
Thatcher cuts. So accurate and
helful were these articles that the
Labour movement in Kemptown fears
being 'Trimmed' after he has taken

over the Argus,

The threat is not an idle
one, The Moderates have already
undermined the sleeping partner of
the Argus, the Brighton and Hove
Gazette, whose best front-page
stories are regularly taken from
Brighton Voice, the gentle,soft-
spoken Community paper with its
certificate of merit from Andy B.
himself, This shows just how far
the penetration of Argus House has
gone,

Will Adam Trimingham get as far
as Editor ? 'I am not personally
ambitious' he said.

®trious,humble,bumble bee.After all
ne majority of the hive are asexual.
What a pity if they were to waste any
of their honey-productive time in
carnal pleasure.No,that sort of nasti-
ness is handed over to the Queen bee
who gets it all over with in one glori
ous mating flight.No need af'ter that
for nasty degrading sex,once in a life
time is quite sufficient.And its so
natural ! |

But perhaps we ought to look at the
birds.They have been studied in depth
because of their intense pair bonds.A
Californian seagulls study showed that
in a lot of nests the eggs never seemed
to hatch.Turns out that the two birds
cuddling and cooing together in these
situations were both females,Lesbian
seagullsl It rocked the N,S.P.B. to it
very roots - but not half as much as
it must have shaken M.W.

We'd better skip over elephants,Rhino
and Baboons also.Studies in the wild
have shown that these species of'ten
form same~sex relationships.The main
difference with our situation seems to
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‘CHILDREN’S

THE PLAN TO CLOSE ALL CHILDREN'S HOMES IN BRIGHTON HAS BEEN

GOUROUSLY OPPOSED BY ALL THOSE IN DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE
CHILDREN OR DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR CARE. THIS DEFENCE
OF THE CHILDRFN HAS BEEN CONDEMNED BY DENNIS ALLEN,HEAD SOCIAL
WORKER IN EAST SUSSEX, AND JULIA CUMBERLEDGE,CHATRPERSON OF
THE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE, AS 'DISLOYAL' AND 'HARMFUL TO
THE CHILDREN' ! NEEDLESS TO SAY ALLEN IS TOTALLY OUT OF
TOUCH WITH GRASSROOTS SOCIAL WORK AND MS.CUMBERLEDGE IS A
TORY. SO WHAT DID WE EXPECT ? NOTHING., NOT FROM THEM,ANYWAY.
BUT THEY HOLD THE PURSE STRINGS AND THEY MAKE THE DECISIONS.
SO WE HAVE TO TELL THEM,OVER AND OVER AGAIN, WHAT A CRUEL AND
INHUMAN DECISION IT IS

) WHO BETTER TO TELL THEM THIS THAN
A RESIDENTIAL WORKER IN ONE OF THE HOMES, WHO,FOR SEVERAL YEARS
HAS BEEN A SUBSTITUTE PARENT TO THE CHILDREN IN HER CARE. SHE
NOT ONLY CARES, SHE KNOWS. AND SHE KNONS FAR MORE THAN THE
DECISION MAKERS AT THE TOP, FOR SHE LIVES,DAY IN AND DAY OUT
WITH THE CHILDREN WHOSE LIVES ARE THREATENED,

Brighton Voice. If the homes were closed,how many children would
be affected?

Residential Worker. About 50, in 8 family group homes., Their
ages range from 5 or 6 years to 18. They would, sent out of their
homes into large institutions in Hastings,Hailsham and
Crowborough, The Crowborough home has 20 beds, which makes it

a totally different kind of place from the family homes here

in Brighton. It cost a lot of money which they have to justify,
and as they can't fill it with children from the Crowborough
area they are filling it with children from Brighton, regardless
of the flact that some of these children have spent most of their
lives in a small family home like this one. It's their home, and

they feel about it in exactly the same way as other children feel

about theirs. Their school and all their friends are here too.
Brighton Voice. What kind of children are 'in care' in these
family homes ? :

Residential Worker. I would say that 75 to 80% of the children
in family group homes are perfectly normal,well-adjusted
children, who are here through no fault of their own. They are
not here because of any misdemeanours, but for reasons totally
outside their control, something that happened in their family,
of'ten many,many years ago. And some have now been in their group
home for 10 or 1l years. "
Brighton Voice. How did they react
when they e ard their homes might
be closed?

Rgsidggtial WOrkeg.A lot of the child-

HOMES

they have built up trust and relationships.
They know they have to leave at 18, so the
residential worker has to wean them at 18
from a home which provides everything, a
tricky job in-itself, But suddenly to pluck
them from what has become their nest and
their home and push them miles away,just for
the sake of finances... well, you can imagine
the precblems,

Brighton Voice. Can you give examples of how
the children treat you as parents ?
Residential Worker, They confide a lot of their

hopes and dreams,like the things they want to ,
n

do when they leave school. Then thay are comi

to terms with why they are in care. It's imposs-
ible to live with a small group of children
without feeling emotion - both ways. It may not
be professional to talk like that, but it's
real,

Brighton Voice., Will you have any say in who
goes where?

Residential Worker, Well, they say they are

going to start reviews on all the children
in care. They'll look at their confidential
files = but they won't actually visit the
children themselves., So they won't have a face
- they won't really know the children., So it'll.
Just be numbers,

Brighton Voice. S0 you and all the other
residential workers cre convinced that the
children will suf'fer?

Residential Worker. Yes., We feel it will be
going back years and years and years in child
care, It'll just be 'We feed you, we house you,
we clothe you, and you thank us: morning,noon
and night you thank us.' I think it's terrible
and T don't see why our children should
have to suffer like this.

ren are thinking that if they are
good enough it won't happen . So they
are saying 'We won't have any new

clothes,we won't have biscuits,we
won't have jam,we won't have very,
very basic things and if we

economise they won't move us.'
Children-you normally have to hassle

to do a bit of work have been work-
ing like proper little Mrs Mopps
clearing up. They say 'If anyone
comes and our home is absolutely

immaculate, then they won't close us'
Brighton Voice, How do you think it

will affect them if they have to.
move? |

Residential Worker. They have come
into a family group home and here

tO

Brighton Voice., Quite a lot of the media are
saying that the children are to placed with
foster parents. What do you say to that.
Residential Worker (long pPause).e..I'm trying
to think of something serious to say.... Well,
what can I say ? We can't even find foster
homes now for the children who need them, and
if they close the homes we are talking about
an extra 40 or 50, And it's not as if they are
all single children,» Many are here with their
brothers and sistera. Fcstering 2 or 3 is
entirely different from fostering 1 child.

‘igh’con Voice. Would the children prefer
be fostered ? :

Residential Worker., Some would just see it

as a way out,rather like a shct-gun marriage,
something hurriedly put together to avoid

—

sending them to the big institutions outside
Brighton., They'd much prefer not to be moved
at all, but to stay on in their family group

homes where they are very secure.
You ask our children what life is

like here - they have their moans, but as one
child said at school wher there was a talk on
'kids in care' and a picture of strict family
homes was painted, she spoke up and said 'It's
not like that at all. I live in one - anytime
you want to come home to tea you're more than
welcome, In fact you can come home now if you
want to., Food is not locked away from me. If
I'm hungry I can go and eat it'.

| That's true. Take the mornings. The
children get up when they wake up and come
down and make their own breakfasts. They're
not got up by a member of staff to have
breakfast all together when the member of
staff says so. They don't like the thought
of that at alli, Here it's a normal chaotic
breakfast time and a normal rush to get off

to school.

kids

FOR THE CHOP?

Brighton Voice. And where are these family group homes
situated?
Residential Worker, They're all in normal residential estates
and part of the community. The neighbours borrow things from us
and if I need a pint of milk I can borrow from them - just like

any otherfamilies. And the children do quite a lot of community
work,

Brighton Voice. Would the neighbours support you in your fight
against closure ?

Residential Worker, Yes, I think so. We're planning a house to

house survey to find out what people do think of us. Some of them
don't know we are a 'home': they just think we are a big family.
Brighton Voice. Are these small units more costly?

Residential Worker. Yes, but that's partly the fault of the Council
and the administration, Unfortunately we are only allowed to shop

at certain shops under contract. We can't shop around in the markets
and hunt for bargains. We could save the council thousands and
thousands of pounds on the children's clothes by shopping around,
and the children would learn so much more if they were spending real
money, rather than using a book in triplicate which is a kind of
stigma. '
Brighton Voice. That seems a very important point if they are

i}

» Jooking for savings.
" Residential Worker. It is. The children at present never see the gas
~and electricity bills which come as real: it's all a question of
paper and rubber stamps and bureaucrqcy. So it's not only more cost-
ly, it's also very bad training for people who will one day have to
manage on their own.

Brighton Voice. You must have felt annoyed with the Council before,
why have you chosen®*this issue to speak ou and send a letter to
Councillors ?

Residential Worker. There's frustration about a lot of decisions
from County Hall, but this is Jjust wiping out a whole area of child
care in Brighton. These children could be yours or mine, You could
have an accident, and through no fault of theirs your children
might be in care. We have to speak out to defend our children.

It's inhuman, breaking up their homes. They have feelings and

they have rights. Every person has the right to their own relat-
ionshipse They can t just be ended by a financial decision,

Brighton Voice. What did you think of the letters which Denis

Allen and Julia Cumberlege sent you, blaming you for being

disloyal and so on ?

Residential Worker. They're full of hot air, They don't know
what it's like. Denis Allen has never been to our home, at
least not while I've been here. How can he know what he's talk-
ing about, No, I can tell you , we've got to protest. The

children would never understand if we abandoned them. We owe
it to them, That's where our loyalty lies.

These two drawings were done by

one of the teenagers in a family
grcup home when she heard she

might be moved from her group
home (pictured on the left)
to a larger institution out-
side Brighton (cn the right)
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Official home cffice statistics just
released show that a staggering total

of 245 people died in police custady
between Jan.1970 and June 1979.0f these
143 deaths were not from 'natural'
causes,according to the inquest.These
figures break dcwn as follcws.

ACCIDENTAL DEATH 39

SULCIDE 36
MISADVENTURE 26
OPEN VERDICT 15
MANSLAUGHTER

(not by police) 2
NC VERDICT 2

(NO INQUEST HELD) 23

In 1970 cnly 3 pecple died from non-
natural causes;by 1978 this figure had
increased to 30,but no explanation has
been forthcoming.The police federation
has,as usual,reacted withhysteria to
requests for further information,even
from establishment figures,and while
no one is suggesting that all 143 were
murdered,there is a strong suspicion
of i1l trearment in many of these cases,
no? to mention plenty of cthers.

bits and

4@%@?’ Home Office

xS H M PRISON "

Parkhurst Newport Isle of Wight PO30 sNX
Telephone 0983 (Newport IoW) 523855 ext

-

Dear Sirs,
I am writing on behalf of
¥r. H.. to whom you wrote on
16th Dec. and sent the 'Voice'.
He has asked me to thank you
ard to say he has decided not to :

have your publication but apprec<
jates the offer, |

Yours sincerely,
Bob Rudd (Chaplain)

Thants _ .

’

Dear Collective
Thanks for the free Xmas

issue - very nice to get some-
thing given.

However inside back cover you
mentioned "Security guards,...
given powers of citizen's arrest”-
NOBODY CAN BE GIVEN powers of
citizen's arrest - everybody has
them, even you..

Basically anybody can arrest

somebody if they have reason to think

they have committed an 'indidable
offence'-something punishable by
imprisonment of over / years,
(e.g. a pig kicking you, theft of
property,-CONSPIRACY-.!)
Happy New Year,
lots .of love,
Chris Reader

Nobody knows how many people are beat-
en up every week in police stations all
over the country - including here in
Brighton and Hove.Brighton Vaice has
printed a series of accusations over
the years and been attacked by Andrew
Bowden and others for questioning the
'efficial story'.Now the well publi-
cised deaths in Liverpool and Tyneside
have even raised the hackles of the
'white liberals',whe are demanding that
the whole guestion be examined bythe
Royal commission on criminal procedure
that has been snoring away since 1977,

However it is unlikely that the Tories
will agree to even this total waste of
time j;anything that dents their Law a
and order stance will be tooembarrassi..;
particularly during a period when it is
only the police and the army that are
being protected from the cuts in public
expenditure.

What you must do is pass on any infor-
mation about attacks on those in custody
to us,and at least for the record,make
an official complaint.We will print the
stories we receive and do anything we
can to help and get as wide publicity as

possible for them.The conspiracy of
silence must be broken.,

pleces

The night the Athina B,
Brighton Beach's newest tourist
attraction, arrived, 3 rescued
Tndian crew members were taken
away to Shoreham police station,
as they had defective paperd.
Then on Thursday night they were
taken to Heathrow detention centre.
The next day they were put on a
plane to Dehli, stopping off in Athens;
where, the idea was, they would
receive compensation for their
belongings left on the ship.

The Joint Council for the
Welfare of Immigrants, supported
by Sussex NCCL, who tried to block
the deportation, when they con- .
tacted the Home Office, received this
explanation for refusing them
temporary visas:-

"Zrd World seamen are highly

motivated to abscond..."

In October last year 8 young work-
ers and students from Britain join-

ed 250 other W.Europeans to make up
the 5th Jose Marti Intermational
Brigade to Cuba.This report was
written by one of the people who
went on this trip.

The 4-6 week stay was an Oppor-
tunity to live and work with Cuban
and European 'Brigadistas',and to
visit freely many places - schools,
factories,hospitals,ports,and other
institutions - in Cuba.We stayed in
the Julio-Antonio Mella Internation-
al Camp 40 miles from Havana, the
capital.The solid wooden buildings
house dormitories,dining rooms,TV
d games rooms,shops and lecture
lls.From here we drowve to our
work site,a partially finished
housing estate built for local tex-
tile workers.Most of us were un-

Cubern Children 4khnvﬁrt7.5kuﬁan

skilled,but we benefitted from the
patient and persistent supervision
of skilled Cuban workers.While
plastering walls,mixing cement,etc.,
there developed an atmosphere of
enthusiastic co-operation and we
felt in practice the emphasis on
productivity,rather than intensity
of labour, :

Most Cuban housing is built in
this way - miero brigades - vol-
unteers from work centres under
skilled supervision.In Alaval we saw
the potential of the micro bigades;
a city built entirely by 'brigadistas.
In the evenings were organised films,
lectures,and seminars on aspects of
Cuban life - eduecation,health,etc.

Equally important were the social

evenings in the camp,days on the beach,
spent discussing Cuba and our experiences,

The people were friendly and eager to

answer questions.Conversation is easyto

strike up o

Cuba is a country that transformed its
material and social conditions in the

2 decades since the revolution kgainst
U.S. Imperialism,Everyone now has enough
t> eat,clothes to wear,free health and .
education.It is a country still
struggling against under-development and
U.S. economic blockades.But the enthus-
iasm and involvement of the people is in
sharp contrast to the divisions and in-
equalities of our 'advanced' industrial
crisis ridden societye.

If anyone is interested in hearing
more about Cuba,last or next years
brigade,or the CUBA - BRITAIN RESOURCE
CENTRE,which provides info.and organ-
ises events about Cuba,contact -

The Britain . Cuba Resource Centre,
¢/o 76 Sydenham Park Rd.,
London,SE26 LLL
01 - 699 - 7082

or locally,Chris Br.681217
or Marigold,Lewes 6335

WA e

: Skillecd winrker Superhsaa(, us. .’

<
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GAY NORMALITYcconD,......

nor, I would suggest, desirable.
Indeed, the Kinsey studies in Ameriea

showed that almost half of the male

sample had engaged Tn at least one
homosexual act, some for a substant-

jal period. Between 5+10% of American
males considered themselves exclusiv

ely homosexual., Of course, the way in
which Moral Watchdogs respond to the
demonstration that nearly as many
people are breaking a single rule of
normality as are keepimg to it is to
redefine what 'normal' means, Thus we
arrive at the ineredible double think
that gay sex is perfectly normal if
it is a temporary phase while exactly
the same behaviour is abnormal if it
is chosen on a more lasting basis !
What is more incredible is the speed
with which such an illogical premise
is accepted. Again the M.W.s of this
-world want it both ways.

What is also clear is that the
slight majority of exclusively .
heterosexual people are not 'normal'’
IN EVERY OTHER RESPECT SUCH AS
in every respect such as monogamy,
marriage etc. and we arriwe at the
situation where those who fit every
condition are very,very few indeed.
But each of us seems very keen to
point the finger at someons to prove

how 'normal' and therefore acceptable

we are., A sort of pecking order of
degrees of normality whiech keeps us
divided and at each others throats
rather than a society which respects,
even welcomes the differences which

Dear Brighton Voice, :
Perhaps we in Gaysoe can clarify
the feelings of many gay people to-
wards Amnesty International., As a
movement to reduce imprisonment and
torture of those with belief's which
run counter to the dominant ideology,
it deserves the support of all of
us. We have no wish to be destructive
of A.I. On the other hand when such
a group opposes the suggestion that
people imprisoned for homosexuality
should be adopted as prisoners of
conscience, then that group may
legitimately be criticised
and its hypocrisy exposed. This
cpposition happened when the
Dutch,American,French,W;Germgp,Danish
and Norwegian A.I. groups proposed

such a move. The British delegation,
supported by Ireland and Australia,
opposed such a policy, saying it
would lead to A.I. supporting "ex-
hibitionists, prostitutes, child
molestors and other deviants." The
American delegation accused the Bri-
tish of telling lies to the world,
but nevertheless the motion fell.
The British A.l. were not, as they

AMNESTY., .. a Gay reply

exist and nevertheless is able to
work together. But what if everyone
was gay? What would happen to the
human race?For tha t to happen there
would have to be something really
awful about h eterosexuality and I
think that is a ridiculous red
herring. Is heterosexuality so bad
that you fear such a thing? I think

'qu’

f}vdlbar-flhcy mirh
light - hearted,
Sportive. .. . q,&%

off -hawnd. .. -Ch?ek%
impertinent. . .. ..

dissolute .. immora). &
showy----brilliayt. .

Hrmm. - ... ;

the differences of sex,race,temp-
erament ete. are an enriching part
of human existence., It is when
people use those differences to cast
stones that others must stand up and
say, Enough ! Your prejudice and
arrogance are less acceptable than
the behaviour which you are crit-
icizing.

tried to make out later, passively
upholding A.l. policy. They were
actively preventing A.I. policy
from moving into areas that they
disapprove of - perhaps because
accusations of denial of human
rights might get too close to -home?
Whatever the reasons, imprisonment
torture and murder of gay people
simply for being gay or jointly ex-
pressing their sexuality can proceed
with perhaps a few embarrassed coughs
from Ammesty. The 'ambiguous state-
ment' in the last issue of Brighton
Voice reveals a half-hearted attempt
to compromise over this issue, What
A.I. are now saying is that while they
will not adopt those imprisoned for
homosexuality, they willconsider those

who have advocated gay rights or

who have done something else (like
prayed?) and where the homosexuality
may be a pretext. Gee, thanks! Per-
haps we ought to help those who have
advocated freedom of religion as long
as they don't actually go to church,
or write letters in support of opp-
onents of right-wing oppression as

And why gays should be criticized
any more than non-gays is something
which T still find puzzling.I would
never presume to impose my private
and public behavior as a model for
anyone else but I reserve the right
to be myself and not have such imp -
ositions placed on me, Those who
initiate sueh scare-mongering
campaigns are doing little more tham
air their own prejudiee and ignorance
and it should be seen as such. It is
unf'ortunate that a section of the
local press has hastened to provide
them with a platform without always
allowing balanced articles.

(B.Kennedy,Sussex Univ. Gay Soc)

As a separate news item could you
reveal that the Mid-Sussex Times cut
a letter I wrote on behalf of Gaysoc
sO that no mention was there of the
fact that the paper will not advert-
ize Gay Switchboard. Could they feel
less than proud of their censorship!

No other part of my letter was touch
edo M.K.

long as they don't join a union or

go on a protest march. Of course we
poor stupid gays should realise |
our freedom to love and live in hai-
mony and peace, free from outside
harrassment, is so much less important
than our over-riding need to follow
Zen Buddhism and read the Daily Wor-
ker over breakfast. Lest this sound
cynical and bitter, let us say, YOU
BET! By declaring consenting gay
relationships outside of their brief
and outside of their protection, we
believe A.I. has seriously damaged
its credibility and consistency in
its fight against the use of state
powers on those with peaceful and
conscientiously-held belief's, Short
sightedly, it has defended the status-
quo rather than proclaimed clearly
and loudly that the freedom for con-
sensual and self-determined sexuality
is one of the most precious freedoms

that exists.

love and sexuality,

SUSSEX UNI. GAYSOC

folk:

sEringfield hotel:
3rd pete chris coe
10th bert jansch &
2L,.th hedgehog pie

marlborough:

feb 6th martin carthy
13th stuart reed .
s@gsex university:
feb13th strawhead
shakespeares head
spring st, B,tom:
thurs joe & paul
sun nick burbridge
tim oleary

wers Arms Lewes;
feb 8th 7-11pm
Swing Back THe 60s
Proceeds to the All Saints

. Community THeatre  Compa&ny

-

Brothers,
Feb 15th

Feb20th

Feb 23rd

Salisbury Hall

Grand Parade
Feb 20th

1980 Spit & Polish
Girly Show & Music

W.E.A courses at the Institute

Queens Square, B¥ton |

- (+30=9.30 10 thursdays from jan ist
Women In Literature . p
Trade Unions & The Economy

Phone $tirling Smith B,ton

680654 for details

RESOURCES CENTRE
Feb 2nd Eecology Party

" jumble sale
Feb 9th Benifit with
The Piranhas,Parrots,

" Mocking Birds,Golinski:

Anti-Valentines Day Party
"Antli Nuclear Campaign meeting

“Rock Against Rascism

ACCOMODATION WANTED IN
HASTINGS

Single Woman seeks accomodation
in Hastings.Pref.Communal holise
or posse sSelf contained flat

£10 =£20 pw,.

Would be willing to share in/help
with childcare

CONTACT BRIGHTON 683930,

A

Labour Party
Young Socialists

Feb 2nd

Youth against the Tories
March 12.30 culminating
in rally Central Hall
Westminster Addressed -
by Tony Benn

. ) _
| CAMPATGN AGATNST CORRIE

Stanford Arms: | .
2nd Tuesday of e;ch month National week of actien 1st-8th feb

7.45. Communist Party of G.B. 1st feb dusk to dawn virgil in memory ..

'Every other Tuesday at 8.00pm of a&ll women who have died from s
Womens Voice Back street abortions

4tpm-4am Warmemorial 0ld Stefine
ond demonstration 11am Brunswick Square

Rorthern Rally 12.30am The Lével B,ton

1st feb Raw Deal 5th Rally & mass lobby of parliament
2nd Airport 2pm Central Hall Westminster
6th Panama jazz tand (phone2194 re transport)

7th lipstick(debut) '8th National Assembly of'wbmen,(
8th Tinsel 2pm Central Hall Westminster

9th Airport oy 7 / '0
14th RawDeal ’ /A T
'15th Tinsel y
It 16th Airport

#l 28th

28th ABA

29th Tinsel
March 1st Airport

OUT NOW! OUT NOW.

LIVE AND LEARN: Queenspark

The life story of Les Moss,
local trade-unionist and

communbst, The story of his
struggles in his own words.
Review in the next issue) %
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Crops and other plant foods which

should be nourishing the whole of

aspect of our smooth, glossy, sup-
humanity, including the starving

‘posedly Civilised Age ...
fed o the victims in Factory Farms.

Third World, are being fed to animals
felled to be sprayed with chemicals
and used to grow forced crops, to be

in Factory Farms. And every day
marshes are drained and woodlands

F R

being strapped into electric chairs, -
radioactive material and then forced
to run treadmills until they die.
decide how long troops could operate
in a Nuclear War Zone, suffering the
effects of the Neutron Bomb

shot full of chronic amounts of
This experiment is carried out to

STOP CRUFLTY TO ANIMALS!

Readers may quite well be dis-

turbed by recent exposure of cruel
experiments currently being conduct

-ed, quite legally, at Sussex Univ-
ersity. One such experiment is Peter

Lenni's practice of boring holes
through the skulls of cats, so as to
implant a 'heat probe' and stimulate
the optic nerve. This is-performed
apparently to test the reaction to
varying lighting techmiques, and

14
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t Alternat

is typical of obscenities being
carried out daily in thousands of
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ence surrounding cruelty to animals?

ing, and integrated
®| Boycott the products of the factory

Forest would, eventually, restore the
. Natural Balance. Dust Bowls could be

over to tree plant
¥hat can the individual do to hgq

If we could wean ourselves from
turn the Tide of Apathy and Indiff

oar dependence on animals for food,
vast areas of land could be given over

reclaimed and soil erosion checked;

with careful planning, several
species of tree could provide more

. than adequate food and fuel,
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Other animals are being used in.
cruel experiments which form part
of the Psycholeozical Behaviour

laboratories throughout the world.
Professor MacIntosh has claimed
that by performing the above act,
Scientists at Sussex have managed
to deduce that a child born with a
squint should be encouraged to use
that eye early, to save it from
Patterns course, S¢ flar only 20
students have refused to continue

becoming useless, This is common
with this course,
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Animals on factory farms are alsc
subjected to unbelievable cruelty.
For example... calves cramped in
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Veal Units, injected with hormones
and flesh-whitening agents. A sick

|

" Factory Farms

i
v

products ('Miracle cures'
¢ laws surrounding Experiments

on Animals have not been reviewed
I don't suppose, surely, for one
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animals are performedcthroughout the

country in order to test commerecial
products - shampoos, weedkillers,

lilegal?

‘

paintstrippers, cosmetics and pharm- |
Act was passed. Since that date, not
onz prosecution against a Vivisector

since the 1876 Cruslty to Animals
has been heard in court.

—

could He because it

is the Home Office Sczeretary (respon

moment, that this

-muhuﬂ.uunu OT OF AT TEAINSEETETES. . ATS TS

Essex
(pods et

\

Argyll St, London W1V 2DU (representatives in 52 countries,.

5)HENRY DOUBLEDAY RESEARCH

non-violent methods)

3)VEGAN SOCIETY: 47 Highlands Rd, Leatherhead, Surrey (advocate diet free
: Regent Arcade House, 19-25

by peacefu
Convent Lane, Bocking, Braintree,

111 Estridge Way, Tunbridge, Kent (oppose F/F & Vivisection
schemes

of bloodshed, challenges life-style based on cruel practices, and is
morking on project of developing freely available plant foods

now recognised as an Educational Charity).
l, )Y INTERNATIONAL PRIMATE PROTECTION LEAGUE

fighting cruelty to animals

2 )ANIMAT, ATD

Jcence nec—-

he 1

At this moment, both in this
ry and America, monkeys are

.-
4

TOWARDS A NUCLEAR FUTURE

coun

essary to 'test! Nerve Gases & Germs

ficr Warfare, along with Chemiecal
Sprays flor use by the specially
trained Riot Control Sguad) who is
allowingz this torture to eontinue

-sibke flor issuing t
unchallenged?
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the debate, to expose the flaws in
the arguments, but above all to

produce dramatic theatre,

and short

tallation, Harrisburg, the dan-
ger of nuclear terrOorism and black-

mail are all brought up in a way
which expoces not only the arguments,.

ted in the form of a contest bet-
ween those for and against, with
but also the methods of its presen-

protest songs, solos

der of ‘Karen Silkwood who knew too
tation, Throughout, the idea is not
to take sides so much as to open v

much about leaks in a plutorium

-

documentaries., The supposed mur-
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Info

-, o e e T ST O e b

b %ups* | WOMEN 5 | SHOPS TERNATIVE

novgYGrIzgngl)mTelogﬁu(aBgﬁ%aiy‘ SSBIAN GROUP: Jill, 696298 s ERVI cEs ANANDA: 19, Bond Street. 0dds
400832 WIDOWS CLUB: 47 Tivoli Cres,, | ALTERNATIVE EXCHANGE SERVICE: & oniis S Spaths, dns MED'C' NE

ANOREXIC AID: Penny 775084, . Dyke Rd, Meet 8pm, fourth Exchange your skills, __cense, etc.

2918 | Wednesday eachmmonth, services, labour, 682955. ¥ JACUPUNCTURIST :Peter Deadman_
-Jane 734862, Rosemary 50791 ’ INFINITY 25,North Rd. 6
Ty Uni + Hall, New Road. : 2T ' Resource 03563 . B.Ac. B'tn & Lewes;Lewes 77996
leetings fortnigltly.. WOL{EH; :'éz'lan TaFASCISe}g A]:T); CO](\;IMUNITI TRﬁNSPO*t' | eist a.nd SHOP Macroblotlc/wholef‘ood "CUI;UN(.JTURIQT'J P QCC,)‘tt See -

[PEr e 10 (ORroneT, .. i RACYSI 01:2 iquamond s OR B igy ~o Zi‘iiheé e next emtry.

S42a Abbeg Hotel,Norfolk = - R oio ATp :Refuge for battered THE CREAT MEDICL: Entertairment ( g (9-5) ani Wed ALEXANDRA TEGHNIQUE:S.J.Scot
Terrace, /78771 ex92 or - women.Info fromgWOmen Sa(‘eggi for children - suitable for 9.30 - 2). 53,8urrenden Crescent.
- S Rage ) NOMEN FIGHT RAFE GROUP: playgroups, parties, commun- | SAZERY zl,f‘;ei‘{‘(’g s B'tn 559379. Appointment only

. TI-LOW'PAY GROUP : B'ton 682295; contact Women's Centre, - ity centres etc. 683950, & BULK STOgE Oben g CLINIC OF CHINESE ACUPUNCTURE:M.‘
or Lewes 77499 WOMEN'S CENTRE: at back of MERLII; meg wOrkt(}olle::c;zii Sat.(10-1,2-5) 6 01d Steine, Tel., 699716

b - ] ecoratlin -Fri -

BEE KEEPERS ASSOCIAI‘ION B'tn I;Iel:oa;c; Ceriltre. Open on Gar eﬁ:ﬁﬁ;mcs etcf’(over KEMP TOWN BOOKS: 91, St. George X _Mon Fri 9 .a.m.. 5 P, __?_xzom 4
& Lewes Division of Sussex : s,Wed and Thurs from ing, Kills) - 5 Mt DL Road, Radical llterature . , JHONEOPATH: Robert Withers, B'tn
Beekeepers. Lyn Hawkins,1l 1gm - 2p:;, ani 6.30pm v B % r812962 new and second-hand books. 699212 Appointment only

BRIGHTON HOSTEL:18 Dorset Gdns | P0. Pregnancy tests,Rightp ' FFURR JOIs Waole o068 s 21 Little Preston Street.28357 JSECOND SUN AEALING :Healing th'@h

']
Collective., 19 Ham?iamzyzsm. Books,mags ani records.Rights, direct action & increased

feminism,education,mythologies understanding. 7 Terminus Rd
- community action,politics, B'tn 29248,
natural resources etc etc... JFSHIATSU:Reflexology, Swedish

Soup run bottom West St. | OL:E’;;:'.S 6101\151?1;;113NAT10NAL LEAGUE
10-11Pm daily.Help needed | FOR PEACE & FREEDOM: 68L60L

82089 TSN NP WSR-S
WON SOCIETY: Envlronmental and Lewes 4161,

Shoreham=by-Seg. S
UNCLE BRIGHTON SHOW: 691713.
WORKING ASSOCIATION OF MOTHERS:

JOMEN'S LIBERATION: Meet Baby sitting, social events, :
group. S.Montford. 10 , . i Open Mon to Sat 10415 - 5.30 massage,Bach flower remedies
~ Cleremont Road. POy ﬁesource gt egery g crzche, i o e ¢ (Federtation of Alternative farek Urbanowicz,Palmeira Cl'b
CAMPAIGN YOR NUCLEAR DIS- - onday. For info,00591l. ogrzgéoﬁ'“mm e it Booksellers member) 6 Palmeira Square, Hove ,
__ARMAMENT: 28633 WOMEN'S VOICE GROUP:Basei om |V o] Df* ARG Bl ' tn 734465, Appointments - ¢ -
COMMUNITY ARTS WORKSHOP:Dance W.V. paper.Sue 21260 ?:g g O?Jez’;"égé o VR o |
o drama,mime,music,St. 's. R e e NS A e 3 . . : 1 = =
. bty G;orgzs o A;{e’;ps - i (no callers please) SAXONS VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT: [ Ubscrlpt 10ONS
Town, 697493 for dtls. : B' RTH YOUNG UNEMPLOYED'S CLUB: Wed, 48, George Street Bin. |
, " : § B o= o b % 11.30-2., Institute.Queen's Sq 680 Mon-Sat. 11.30 -
COMPASSION IN WORLD PARMING: ' IBIRTH CENTRE (BRIGHTON):Info ; » s | 3152531-1 & Sat. 7.1; - 115. C 2 50 fOr 1 2
iogzgzi,cids.ﬁzi?y Tlgggzn &. support group.Pregnancy, Bring own wine, JACK ISSUES & "REGION SIX"
PPt 1 o e S : f:r thY& Ea{‘lyplnfant Child ¥ Printed and Published by SOLSTICE BOOKSHOP: 28 Trafalgar fSpecial Report are available
ECONOMISTS: K.Smith. 10 clera,‘:.eoga ié-nl ;eg:ancy ] Pendkarn Ltd. c/o Public House ’ St. alternative books and orom BRIGHTON VOICE c¢/o Public
Warleigh Rd 3 ola ses gn : 518;1n9h7;8ms Ng \ | Bookshop,21 Little Preston St, mags, basement reading room, FHouse' Bookshop- 21-1little Preestons;
FEDERATTON OF TENANTS ASsoc. .  [WRMILY PLANNIRG CLINTG~ s i o e Tel.: 692880 St. Brighton. e
ATIONS (BTN): 72,Swanborough | 18/19 Western Rd 734258 ' ‘Slggfiizpp ;‘ﬁ’f ; Wholefood,re~ YTMPORTANT: IMPORTANT : INPORTANT
ace, 3 s " ’ o
. il Lewes, Newhaven & University ! ahvironmental sentre. 11, | LR
: | : Meeting Place Health Centre - Btn 23344 George St. Btn. 69L600.Mon— 1f you are a user O s page
' with Further Education class JNATTONAL ABORTION CAMPAIGN: 5 e Ao o SRR 1 = ot g9 30_'_5 30' Closec"i,Thurs BRIGHTON VOICE have made an
es,16,Ship St. 27835 contact WOMEN'S CENTRE, QUEENSPARK: Paper for the SUNRTSE BESTAURANT: 16. North J2tbempt over the past month to
e e — - L ’

update the information on this
page. Unfortunately we have
been unable to contact various

| Queens Park area; 18 Wind-
mill St., B'ton,
WAYBILL: Newsheet of T&GWU,

FRTIENDS OF EARTH: Kate Dessau
B'tn 31083, Fortnightly
meetings, Marlborough Hotel

Road, wholefood, vegetarian,
[ Run by the friends of the
. western Buddhist Order. Mon-

ADVICE

8pm. Non-Members welcome 1/402 B'ton & Hove District hich d t ear on
. GE CONCERN:01d % - : QUPS. WIRND DRl
) FRIENDS OF THE WESTERN BUDDIST | | fare.Mon-Fri 188051’ WS}.hpm Busmen, from Conway Street g&g 172_5;05'1'; & Sat. | his page. If your group 1is
ORDER: Yoga, lectures etc, | 57 Ditchling Rd. B'ton 683275 Depot, Hove, THE ODD VOLUME;P i G : till going, but has moved,

WHOLE EARTH: Alternmative tech=
nology, organic living, local

et us know ¢/o Public House

Beginners meditation Mon. 7. | BRIGHTON ALTERNATIVES TO PRISON oniorg
| ' ookshop,21 little Preston St.

7+15 15 Park Crescent Cl. PROJECT (B.A.P.P.): info,

or phone 192221_____- f'[ advice, employment-counsellin

Second-hand books: liter-
ature, left, feminist, ed-

environmental action., ucation and many other 8357
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'"EDUCATION' UNDER THE TORIES.

"The Government was elected to

promote higher stanards of achievement

in Education..." was how the Tories
introduced proposals for education
cuts in July 1979. The first day
back at school prcvided the follow-
ing insights into how achievement

will be promoted into the Eighties,

Staff replacements are now to be
vetted by the Chairman of Finance

and General Purposes Committee,

and Council Le&der, David Green,
‘Heads will have to strongly justify
reappointments after resignations.
Appointments may be delayed for
weeks or even months and presumably
the point of the exercise is to stop
some replacements. So who teaches
the kids in the meantime ? NUT
members in Hove are determined not
t0 hide this cut ; "no cover" for
unreplaced teachers is already
planned.

The internal decoration of schools
has been stopped indefinately, except
for toilets and areas where food is
prepared or consumed. Many schools
are several years behind in maint-
enance., Presumably the idea is to

- condition children to crumbling
hospitals and decaying council
housing by teaching them in decrepit

schools .

Education Committee members are
noted for their fine grasp of modern
education, An NUT delegation spent
a frustrating few hours at Lewes
last December, When they complained
about a 2% year freeze on money for
books, paper, paint etc they were |
to0ld to'use their ingenuity'. Anothe
teacher complained that outdoor
toilets that he used over thirty
years ago were still in use. fOutdoor
toilets are good for the soul? was

the cheerful reply.

“T'lfe great advantage as I see it is that oui i,
hmuQmuﬂhmmdhumMunummdhyumaw
terms”

Feb19630

The teachers pay negotiations are
now moving into their second year.
It is obvious that hard up local
authorities will use the final pay
award - assuming that there are any
teachers left when the money comes
through - to demand improved product-
ivity i.e bigger classes. Bigger
classes might look good in financial
terms but of course the children
suffer, especially the less able and

socially deprived.

The decline in teachers' pay
underlines the weakness of teacher
unions, If the labour movement is
serious about defending education
it is to be hoped that all unions,
political parties and parents'
organisations will unite in the
continued fight to resist Tory cuts.
There can be little doubt that the
school meals amd nursery services
will be further threatened after
the next budget. Both services are
vital, especially for working class
families and single parents, if
they are cut it will be the main body
of junior and secondary schools which
will be attacked next.

One final fact to counter the
soothing platitudes about standards
from county hall. East Sussex comes
a-proud 5th in the league table of
Tory Axemen, Only 4 1lOcal education
authorities out of 104 cut more than
East Sussex from their 1979-80-
budgets.

Jon Mager (NUT)

Overseas Students
-Why should we care?

When the Labour cuts hit
the University in 1977 the
management tried to sack crafits-
men, They were stopped by the first
industrial action ever seen on campus,
with the threat of more to come,
However, natural wastage has taken
its toll, with around 15 technicel
posts and 10 manual posts left un-
filled. With 75% of University exp-
enditure going on wages, any fur-
ther cuts can only spell serious
reduction in the workforce.

Tory plans mean exactly that:
on top of the general 3% cut in
spending for the current year, they
propose to remove all financial sup-
port for overseas students. The
University is meant to get the money
back by charging so-called "economic -
fees"™ to all overseas students of
£2,000 or more, an increase of at
least 100% on present fees which
have already shot up steeply
until they are far above those
paid by home students.

To the public, especially those
with racial rejudice, this may seem
fair:why should we go on "sub-

But the fact

is that foreign students contri-
bute more to both our economy and
our reseerch programmes than they
take out, The fact is that the fee
rises are a dishonest method of
meking another swingeing cut in
educetional expenditure. The Tory
govt know very well that Univer-
sities won't be able to recoup the
money(and even if they could it
would mean using public resources
for the private education market).

The new cut can't yet be quant-
ified. It could be as much as 20%.
Even if a 10§ cut implizs the loss
of 200 jobs in a workforce of
around 2,000, over the next three
years.

This is such a crazy policy
its hard to know where to begin
arguing against it. Spin-off
effects will be drastic: essen-
tial research programmes cut,
people paid public money to stay
at home instead of supplying a
service, a massive increase in the
local unemployed - for these
jobs will NOT be switched into the
productive sector, a serious
deterioration in the higher edu-

cation service (including adult
education), considerable

loss of trained manpower. (The

-claim by Rhodes Boyson that more

places will be make available for
home students is simply a lie).

And that's on pure economic
grounds, the grounds chosen by the
govt itself, Even more important, -
it's part of the massiwe run-down
of the fabric of welfare and public
services which has been built up
slowly over the years to push back
the naked brutalities of capitalism.

More immediately, they are an
attack on the jobs of University
workers. Response of the TU Branches
on campus has been swift and united.,
We support the campaign against the
Bast Sussex cuts which affect us in
our daily lives, as well as the jobs
of people in our sister unions. On
campus, we will press the manage-
ment to put up a real resistance
by refusing to implement the fee
rises and the cuts. We shall

‘picket the University govermning

body to support this demand., We shall
fight enforced redundancies by
industrial actions. And we shall
resist "hatural wastage" - which
means one of our members or potent-
ial members on the dole queue -

by a policy of non-cooperation.




attack on

o » ¢ K o9 g
n zSa ”7 TE
UunioniSis r £525 33% |
N AR :c:-c
The Trades Council has y_/é agg " 858
unaminously condemned an attempt by n & > i* z
East Sussex County Council to pre- : = T <
vent its workers from pubicly s

criticising council policies.

Following Press coverage of
the opposition of Social Service
Workers to a proposal to close
Brighton Children's Homes and
distribute the children throughout
the county, some were .threatened an
and others disciplined.
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Angry delegates spoke out against
this actoin and passed a strongly
worded resolution - it was pointed
out that council workers are not
restricted by the official secrets
act and so have the same rights as
other citizens and ratepayers to
comrent on matters of general

- public interest. Any attempt to by
bypass these can only be interpreted;
as an attack on people doing all
that they can to defend those people
least able to fight back. ;

The mgjority of councillors have
no interest in defending the more
disadvantaged sections of the comm-
unity and in this situation, it is
mainly the public service workers
who are equipped with the inform-
ation necessary to mount a counter
attack., The present government is
aware of this and having failed have
now resorted to threats and action
against trade unionists exercising
their democratic rights.
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Plesse support those disciplined
by asking your branch to voice its
protest. The person to contact is

Julia Cumberledge,
Chairperson,

East Sussex County Council,
Social Services Committee,
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County Fall, LEWES. Postscriptecse
Following the disciplinary action

Trades Union Council Secretary against certain social workers a
Ann Jones moved the resolution secret ballot was held to decide
supporting the social services whether a series of one day strikes
members at the South East Regional or a policy of "non cooperatitn" '
council of the TUC in January- the - should be introduced if East Sussex National Council for Civil Liberties
motion was carried unanimously. g0 ahead with there plans to shut R A SR R

The general principle that trade eight childrerds homes in the town.
unionists must retain the right of - in persuit of their vigorous OR ANY OTHER CIVIL LIBERTY PROBLEMS
free speech wgs endorsed by the m campaign against 'waste'. No doubt A gt
meeting. In her speech Ann Jones the result of the vote will be made - 5
explained that these Social Workers known at the next Trades Council
wjeqz)-e so angry at the proposal to Meeting along with proposals for SUSSEX N.C.C.L.
close resedential childrens homes further actione

21,LITTLE PRESTON STREET,
BRIGHTON,

OR, PHONE

that they had no alternative but
to sign & protest letter and release
it to the press. This type of

BN . 689385
intimidation by an employer had S g

also been utilized against S.C.P.S. ERIGHTON VOICE ®##s8s4s3ssstsvess |
members in the Post Office during This supplement is edited by the MEMBERSHIP: £1 PER YEAR.
the telecommunucations strike last Brighton Trades Union Council T A s
year and was yer another method conjunction with BRIGHTON VOITE,

of attack against the Trade Union No. 64, February.1980 DEFEND CIVIL LIBERTIES.

Movement which we must be aware of
and act against.






