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SEAJET:SUNK WITH ALL HANDS

WHITEHAWK SNUBBED
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As regular readers of the Voice will be 
aware, this is one closure that can 
hardly be blamed on 'excessive wage 
settlements'. Non-unionised employees 
were, in some cases, on salaries of a 
little over one-third the rate for 
identical jobs elsewhere in the country. 
Free enterprise? or slave enterprise?

IfI 1 I

INSIDE; Social Security Torture 
Kids’ Page
NF resurgence in B'ton*
An Irish Experience
Letters to the TUC 
Political bias at the Poly 
ADIU to close?

AND: CND SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT
TRADES COUNCIL BULLETIN

128 August: Brighton Centre Miss Y UK 7 ’ 
contest was disrupted by a man-eating 
bear... as local women performed street 
theatre to show how:- . j

MISS UK TREATS WOMEN LIKE ANIMALS

Some four weeks ago a packed 
audience at the Trades and Labour 
Club voted unanimously to set up 
the Brighton Campaign Against Youth 
Unemployment (BCAYU) to fight for a
centre for unen^loyed youth in Brighton are unemployed (as opposed to the 

’scrounger' myths peddled by the media) 
and as a focus for the unemployed and 
local labour movement to discuss the 
way to combat unemployment.

One of the worst offenders in 
creating unemployment locally has 
beer, the Tory dominated East Sussex 
County Council, because of its 
freeze on recruitment. So it was 
decided to occupy 7, St George's Place 
(near St. Peter's Church), a Ccunty 
Council Building that had been empty 
since June. Unknown to us at the time 
the Social Services Department had 
earmarked the building for conversion 
to a rehabilitation centre for'problem

On the 13 August over 50 police were called to the town hall . 
to evict around 20 members of the East Brighton Residents Association 
(an organisation representing the people of Whitehawk) who had 
decided to hold their own meeting after the Housing Committee 
had refused their request for a rent-freeze at Whitehawk until a 
solution had been found to the many problems caused by re-development.

Bob;Cristofoli, the committee chairman called the protest 
"a disgrace a grave disservice to the people of Whitehawk" and 
the council is refusing to deal with the Association until they’ receive 
an unqualified apology. oN PX
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Employees oi Seajet learned on 29 August 
that the entire operation was to be closed 
at 5pm that evening. A hundred and fifty 
jobs on both sides of the channel disap­
peared as if by magic, without warning 
and, as far as temporary employees, at 
least, were concerned, without any kind 
of compensation.

Seajet's heavy losses over the last 15 
months reached a peak with the channel 
ports blockade. Losses reached £200,000 
in the second fortnight of August.

Anti Nazi League Meeting 
Wednesday 17th Sept, 8 pm 
Resource Centre, North Rd. 
Speakers - TARIQ ALI
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after listening to speeches from Andy 
Durr, President of the Trades Council, 
Joe Townsend, Chairperson of Brighton 
Labour Party and Joss Davies of the 
NUSS.

Locally in Brighton there are 560 
unemployed youth and only 76 notified 
vacancies at the Careers Office. The 
Argus smugly gloats over its 'No.1 
Job Campaign' and instructs its 
unemployed readers to dress in suits 
for interviews, without warning them 
that there are probably another fifty 
people going for the same job, suits 
or no suits.

We need a centre for unemployed 
youth because of the isolation, despair
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"And what is your job, then, dear
"Laying battery eggs to fill the shelves 

„ at Sainsbury's"Ambition*" 2
"To make some man a nice Sunday dinner" |

and apathy that affects the unemployed. 
We desperately need a place where 
jobless youngsters can go and receive 
advice on their social security rights, 
to find out the real reasons why they
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doesn't include an allowance for 
lost tax, national insurance and 
redundancy payments.

Meanwhile, the freeze on Civil 
Service recruitment means that 
large numbers of temporary workers 
have had to be taken on in DHSS 
and Unemployment Benefit Offices, 
with all the disruption that 
entails, so giving those on the 
dole the worst possible service. 
If your money 's wrong and takes a 
long time to come through, it's 
probably because the person who 
worked it out and sent it off 
knows a lot less about the system 
than you do..........

Apply

ut here
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This advert is for two Children's 

Homes, one closed through the Cuts, 
the other an outdated residential 
nursery which could have been used 
for other purposes. They are now 
being sold off to the highest 
bidder, and the money received will 
knock less than O.lp off y our 
rates; don't spend it all at
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COPY DEADLINE for October issue is 17th Sept for long articles and 24th Sept for 
news items.
WRITE for the Voice
ASK your newsagent for the Voice
SUBSCRIBE - £3 for 12 issues (including postage) 
COME to collective meetings

A report from the Lucas Aero­
space Combine Shop Stewards Co 
ittee - which has pioneered plans 
for their factories to make socially 
useful products instead of arma­
ments - shows that unemployment is 
now costing us over £100 million a 
week, while Britian's top twenty 
companies are only paying an 
average of 2.7% tax on profits and 
are regularly increasing dividends 
to shareholders at a rate 20% 
higher than inflation.

Their figures are based on 
Treasury estimates that every
100,000 people on the dole cost the 
taxpayer £110 million a year - and 
the Committee poin^ out that this

HOLLINGDEAN
Substantial detached res., for­
merly used as childrens home.
With c. htg., 7 beds, 2 baths., sep. 
w.c.. 3 recept. Ige kit/dln.. laun­
dry rm. cloakrm., boiler rm. Ige. 
gdns

OFFERS INVITED 
FOR THE FREEHOLD

since 1972 and do not take into account 
the deterioration of environment and 
property-for example some people have 
had to spend years living next to empty 
and derelict property. No painting has

afford thej
-----  are "W

nears to
BY ORDER OF EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 

BRIGHTON 
COLOEAN 

Spacious detached comer pro­
perty. Gas c-h.. 4 beds. bath, 
wash rm., lounge dng. rm . study., 
kitJbkfst rm.. cioakrm . utility rm. 

Ige. gdns.. grg space.
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' bigger disgrace- years of
^Insecurity caused by bungling 
at the Town Hall, or a half 

our demonstration*)

estate, or simply moved further up the valley*’’®^.
to more old property. This is not official Wtah
Council policy, but experience in Whitehawk ™
has shown it to be true.

A gunman, prosecuted in Chat- 
anooga, Tennessee for the attemp­
ted murder of four black women, has 
been sentenced to nine months 
imprisonment and fined £100; his 
two acdomplices were aquitted by 
the all-white jury.

He is expected to appeal, and 
has every chance of being let off 
completely once the fuss has died 
down - how unlike our cwn British 
Justice.......... or is it just that bit
more blatant?

Wlish communication with the 
®Council if they are going to 
‘ talk constructively.

£ An EBRA spokesperson 
Raid "Disgrace? the people 
'Whitehawk have a right to 
ask the Housing Committee

9

.... Sunday 7th and 14th Sept at Resource Centre 
Sunday 21 st and. 28th Sept at 40 Cowper St

PHONE the Brighton Voice 604510 (office hours)

r. Observers from EBRA were amazed at the
& Housing Committee to hear the many comments 
/ of amazement and shock from councillors, who 

a11 a9reed that the problems of Whitehawk were 
g "manifold and serious". They then proceeded 
W to refuse a rent freeze. AT this point EBRA 
i/ decided to hold their own meeting, and asked 

any members of the Housing Committee who 
>^wished to, to join them. Not surprisingly, 

nobody moved ana the Council then
offered them another room in the 
Town Hall. EBRA refused to move and 

of insecurity, caused by council® the police were called.
The Council are now refusing to 

talk to EBRA, an organisation they

It was interesting (if slightly 
nauseating) to see the Argus edit­
orial attacking the House of Lords 
ruling on the British Stee1-Cranada 
T.V. affair last month.

For those who don't get the 
Argus (and those whose blood pressure 
prevents them reading the editorials) 
our local bastion of righteousness 
and lawnorder was inciting a section 
of the public to break the law; "If 
the journalist who obtained (the 
documents) refuses to reveal the 
source, he will be quite right."

Now, far be it from mo to dis­
agree with this, but isn't it 
funny how everyone else has to put 
up with editor Williams pontific­
ating, whearas he can stand on his 
head when it suits him. Not a pretty 
sight...
»■— ■■ ———I 111
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Whitehawk ConU z
The community in Whitehawk has
been seriously disrupted ever
since re-development was first 
suggested in the 1970s. EBRA was ■
formed at about the same time to j 
protect the interests of the.
people living there. 
EBRA feel that the half hour
protest in the Town Hall, describe 
by the police as "very peaceful" was 
a very mild reaction to over a
decade
mismanagement of redevelopment. Building IS
started over a year and a half later than®
planned. Rents have not been re-assessed a have recognised since 19 79, until’the}

(receive an unqualified apology, whicta
jwould effectively mean dropping thejgffl

DATES FOR YOUR DAI RY
Come yourself and persuade others to come too. Help us 
publicise these and make them successful.

15 September The War Game: documentary-style film which 
details after effeots of nuclear strike in Kent. Banned by
BBC. Resource Centre are showing it (North Rd., Brighton), 
beginning 8pm. To be followed by a discussion. (Organised 
by SAM).

Thursday, 25 September at 7*15 pm, European Nuclear 
Disarmament: public meeting at Friends Centre, Ship St,
Brighton. Speakers will include Mary Kaldor, Dan S>nn th 
(both experts on recent nuclear weapons strategies and
technologies) and Ian McGill, leader of Brighton Council
Labour Group, and Nick Jagger of the Brighton Anti-Nuclear-
Campaign. (Organised by Brighton CND).

Sunday, 26 October. CND National Demonstration, London. ' 
This is EARLY WARNING of what must be the biggest
demonstration in London for many years. Puller details from
Brighton 689459, and in the next VOICE. Let us show the media
and the government, that their cover-up is failing; that poople
are finding out what is going on; .1_ _
will take to the streets against insane nuclear

The last Voice carried a story 
about the commercialisation of 
County Council services, a sorry 
tale that will be given another 
twist by the publication of the 
Social Services official inform­
ation guide for the disabled, early 
next year.

The Council hope to lecoup their 
costs by selling advertising space 
to all comers - inevitably confer­
ring some sort of approval on the 
firms and products that can afford 
to buy, at £30 to £125 a time.

The first guide will cover the 
eastern side of the county, and will 
include such details as ease of 
access to public buildings; the 
disabled of Brighton and Hove will 
await the local edition with 
interest, if only to see what 
comments are passed on the offices 
of the Social Services Dept.

All five buildings used in 
Brighton are totally inaccessible 
to the disabled, and a visit to the 
Boundary Rd., Hove, office could 
well be fatal for any but the most 
sprightly.

believes that the Council 
pave over-reacted to a peace­
ful demonstration and that a 
rent freeze is justified on 
fejt strong moral grounds. Howeve 
i® they are willing to re-estab

ED monthly by a collective of local people. There is no regular division of 
labour and. all tasks, decisions etc. are shared by the whole group.

receiving the back up that should rightly

from the old property who cannot .
considerably higher rents of the new are 
offered homes in Moulescoombe, another old'i

I
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unqualified apology, whic

idea of a rent-freeze. EBRA is not

■r
been done on the estate for 8 or 9 years. W 
People who should have moved into the new 
property last April may now have to wait
1-5 years, during which time they won't bew 
able to re-decorate or generally improve the 

. homes as they may be moved the following 
month. There are more than 800 repairs 
outstanding, the excuse from one of 
the Borough Engineers at the meeting of thej
Housing Committee on July 13th being that^Es 
the maintenance department was "too short
staffed to do repairs." Due to cuts in thtaf-
Social Services, people have not been the Council which is the
receiving the back up that should rightly • •
be theirs in such a period of stress. People
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using, we have heard, the pub 
for a range of NF activities.
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Nazi slogans were daubed on a Birmingham 

synagogue in the earl) hours of July 20th.

NAZI SLOGANS 
ON SYNAGOGUE

THE VOICE calls for ALL its readers 
BOYCOTT THE ROYAL ESCAPE until Mr. I 

Austin asks the National Front to leave

JEWISH WOMAN ATTA

On August t1, a Jewish woman 
with 2 small children, both 
wearing traditional Jewish 
headgear, yamulkas, was insulted 
and abused by 3 NF sympathisers 
at the top of Preston Street, 
Brighton.

The fascists sorrounded the 
woman hurling their abuse 
whilst the children hid behind 
her skirts terrified. A scene 
all too reminiscent of the Nhzi 
street gangs 50 years ago.

* ' -r *
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IN THE LAST SIX MONTHS the 
National Front, bofh locally and
na-tionally, has gone through a
series of splits. It seems that
just as in 1976 when the NF split believe, given that the NF are 
into two, they will eventually
emerge stronger as a result.
There is little doubt that there
has been an upsurge of of NF 
activity in Brighton - and the NF 
are making a considerable effort 
to attract skinheads to their 
party. Efforts which are meeting 
■with a fair amount of success.

The NF under Martin Webster 
and Andrew Brons are also making • 
some decisive political changes
in their tactics. Gone are the __
lounge suits of John Tyndall, 
gone is the vain attempt at 
"respectability" and gone is the 
reliance on the electoral stategy
- or as Webster put it recently: 
"Bugger the bourgeoisie". This is 
not new - these are essentially 
the tactics of the Brownshirts,
the'left wing' of the Nazi Party
- before they were wiped out in 
the Night of the Long Knives.

Gone are the protestations by
Webster that his 'membership of 
openly nazi organisations in the 
past were simply 'youthful
indiscretions'. The NF is now 
quite openly anti-jewish as well
as anti-black. It quite openly 
peddles the lie that the 6 millior
jews killed in the concentration 
camps is a hoax.w

b K____________________
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On Saturday August 9th, 300 
members of the NF held a march 
through this sleepy Kent town. 
There were at most 50 anti­
fascist opponents there. Officers 
of the Brighton & Hove Anti 
Fascist' Committee were informed 
- but chose to do nothing.
Brighton NF sent a coach to the 
demonstration - which is more 
than the left could manage. The 
NF coach left from outside the 
Buccanneer.

The Royal Escape
( EX-BUCCANEER )

It appears that the NF have 
now found themselves a base in 
Brighton - and its name is the 
Royal Escape pub on the seafront. 
When the NF booked a disco there

THE VOICE SAYS that people who openlS 
support fascist ideas and make violentl 
rascist attacks on people are NOT like! 
" any other customer "o I

this is due to the 
success of the Anti Nazi 

League in the past in 
successfully exposing the NF. 
With high unemployment and 
inflation, the conditions are 
ripe for a growth of the NF - 
with its simple answers to 
unemployment..Also the racist 
policies of th& present Tory 
Government on Immigration & 
Nationality, Housing, the NHS 
etc are in effect legitimising 
the racism of the NF.

The NF recently gained 27 
votes in the Lewes Road by­
election - its lowest vote ever. 
This is good, but when the NF 
concentrate on attracting the 
youth who don't have a vote then 
we cannot sit backr

Tunbridge Wells

I

.•♦a «

prior to their March 29 demonstr-- 
ation, the landlord claimed he 
didn't know they were meeting 
there. We find this hard to

S ±4-1-1' 11 txt

HAROLD JONES A

A leader and electoral candidate® 
of the Brighton National Front. ■ 

One of the major personalities ■ 
behind the recent upsurge of ™ 
fascist activity in the town. 

J 11 Southampton St., B'ton. 
694157

Busby says give 'arold a ring •

AU Wasti-President Brighton
Polytechnic Student Union 

Jerry Martin- Brighton REVOLUTIONS?
£ Socialist F

LEFT PAPER SELLERS HAVE BERN 
J ATTACKED IN THE OPEN MARKET AND 

MEMBERS OF THE BRIGHTON CAMPAIGN 
J AGAINST YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT, 
I LEAFLETTING OUTSIDE THE JOB 
" CENTRE HAVE BEEN THREATENED.

JBF JW ^17

Hitler hymn sung 
outside Labour 

meeting
Ort Thursday 21 August, a Labour
Party meeting with Dennis SkinnerilP 
and Bob Wright, the Assistant General 
Secretary of the AUEN was pickettei 
by about 10 members of the NF

I including Harold Jone3, their candjdate
I at the Lewes Road by-election, equipped 
with Union Jacks and candles. The police 

I neutral as ever, told us that we were 
provoking the NF and would we mind 

I leaving by the backdoorl To keep 
themselves occupied, the NF members 
sang the old Hitler/Falangist song 
"Tomorrow Belongs To Me" and shouted 
out their racist filth. The police 
didn’t move them on- instead they 
told us we were c ausing an obstruction.
On SaturdayAugust 9th, the NF held 
a march in Tunbridge Wells on the 

| theme "Iranian Killers Out of Kent"’. 
I and Brighton NF despatched a coach.

SCAPE
(EX- Buccaneer )

■ t-M 
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THE NATIONAL FRONT ARE A GROWING 
MENACE AGAIN IN BRIGHTON, and a lot 
of their activities seem to be stem- 
ing from the BUCCANEER pub on the 
seafront, (now called THE ROYAL
ESCAPE.) 1

A disco was planned there in March 
Recently the Voice has heard that there 
have been a variety of organised 
Fascist events there. The manager, 
Mr Austin, when contacted by the Voice 
said that he would not deny or admit 
that these events have occured.

He says:
"I know the National Front drink 

here but I treat them like any other 
customer."
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.Jessica Gia
Workers Party

Tonv Greenstein-Ant1 Fascist K 
Committee (in an individual capacity 

Chris Yates-International Marxist 
Sean Martin-National Union* o’f I 

School Students

Rebuild
The ANL has to all intents I

and purposes collapsed in I
Brighton and it consists of an I 
ad-hoc committee at the moment. I
The officers of the Anti Fascist I 
Committee which is a sub- I
committee of the Trades Council, I 
is to be polite, a labour I
movement shell with plenty of I
chiefs and precious few indians. I 
It is controlled by one political I 
group (Militant - Ed) and is " I 
incapable of mobilising people. I 
We think that it is imperative I 
to rebuild the NAL locally and I 
nationally - as a mass organisation 
consisting of both individual, 
supporters and affiliated 
organisations - open to all 
anti-fascists. The left,gay 
and womens’- groups in Brighton 
have become complacent in the 
last 2 years about the NF and it 
is essential that this does not 
continue. The large Jewish comm­
unity has also becime totally 
inactive. It is essential that th< 
old arguments which led in part 
to the decline of the old ANL do 
not re-occur. The NF do threaten 
the rights of women and trade 
unions and gays, the NF are sex­
ist and anti trade union. But 
most importantly the NF use RACISM 
in order to divide workers and 
the unemployed. It is racism we 
must combat first and foremost. 
Black women and men and jewish 
women and men don't simply have 
their 'rights' threatened, they 
have their lives threatened. This 
is why we are calling a public 
meeting of Brighton Anti Nazi 
League on Wednesday Sept. 18th 
at the Resource Centre, North Rd 
at 8.00 where Tariq Ali from the 
ANL steering committee will be 
speaking. We have to build a mass 
anti-racist base amongst youth 
or unemployed youth or else we dfk 
will allow the NF to do so 
default.

I' •: | r .... ■
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1War in an Irish town PARTY
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’In Belfast we run these taxis for 
the working class*

Falls Road Taxi Driver

MILITANT SABOTAGE 

TROOPS OUT POLICY
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’In Northern Ireland Catholics are 
Blacks who happen to have white 
skins’

Liam de Paor - Divided Ulster

On the second weekend of August a 
delegation of 150 people representing 
the Troops Out Movement visted Catholi 
West Belfast. Two of those people were 

Below they describe wh

Wk

—J
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ULTIMATELY, THESE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
AREAS COULD ONLY BE GOVERNED BY THE 
METHODS THAT ALL OCCUPYING NATIONS 
USE TO HOLD DOWN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 
- Col. Robin Evelegh, 1978.

93CKY3KTWUF9-T f.WO -WUyT. M* &

'Some people believe in selective 
internment. I believe in selective 
assassination*

An army major quoted in the 
Guardian 19th Feb.

Z1'Xt

from Brighton, 
they saw.....

the sound of gunfire off in the 
distance

i 'm getting used to it 
this ain? rc party 
this aint no disco
this aint no fooling around 

Talking Heads
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There are 12 forts in West Belfast. No-one's house is more than | mile away from 
one. Radios link foot patrols with the central Army computer. Within seconds it 
reports back your status with the British Army. of the Northern Ireland 
population are on the computer.

Redbrick-houses, gardens with pr 
hedges, people on their doorsteps, 
community centre, kids in the streets, 
shops, a man tinkering with his car, J 
looks like Moulseooomb or Whitehawk, 
But it isn’t
It’s Andersonstown. West Belfast, 
There are none of the things we take 

for granted, like buses or 'phone boxe 
Eritish soldiers patrol the streets. 
Any occupies this part of Belfast fro 
a number of forts. From the outside t 
forts appear to be just a jumble of 
corrugated iron and barbed wire fencir. 
About 25 feet high, the fences are 
designed to protect the soldiers frem 
the attacks of stone throwing kids. 
Lookout posts are spread arcund the
peris iter of the forts. Nets and lots of I 
black paii t help to hide the identity 
of those inside. On the road outside I 
each of the forts there are ramps to I 
make sure that cars slow right down as I 
they pass.

From within the safty of the fort |
the troops can learn an enormous amount I 
about the local community. Every fort I 
we saw had its electronically operated 
camera, eanh one with its own windscreen 
■wiper, mounted, on the fences. The look­
out posts are manned continually and the I 
movements of everybody passing are 
recorded.

The forts are more than just symbols 
of the British oppression of this part 
of Ireland, During the night we were 
travelling to Belfast., local people told 
us that the army had killed*two people. 
One, a social worker, had been killed by 
a plastic bul'let while in army custody. 
The other had died after an army patrol 
had opened fire. A fifteen year old 
girl was in a 'critical' condition after | 
her skull was cracked by a plastic 
bullet. A 79 year old woman had her 
leg broken, some said when a Saracen 
armoured car ran against her front door, i 
others said it had been a plastic bullet. 
A soldier had also been killed, crushed 
by his own Saracen.

It's true that many people who live in 
West Belfast don't know whats going to 
happen when the troops go home but they 
know whats going to happen if they stay. " 
The kids will grow up playing deadly 
games, throwing stones at the army and 
trying to duck bullets, and this war 
will, go on.

Belfast 60 miles from 
Brighton - British soldiers 
shooting to kill civilians, 
baton charges and all the 
activities of an army of 
occupation.

It's" all at the Army's 
training centres, dubbed 
"tin cities", near Uythe 
and Lydd in Kent. Those 
photos (courtesy of Chris 
Schwarz and 'Time Out') 
show the realistic 
conditions squaddies train 
in for two months’ before * 
going to N.Ireland. The 
centre contains computer 
controlled ranges and cut out 
snipers which suddenly 
appear.

Squaddies told the Voice 
about the dehumanisation 
and tension induced by the 
course. Instructors glibly 
told them the number of 
oivilians they had killed.

UV.‘

<

a recent meeting of the Elm 
Grove Ward of the Labour Party, 
a motion proposing an end to 
British Political & Military 
involvement in Ireland was 
proposed. The motion was 
from the Labour Campaign on 
Ireland sponsored by a number 
of MPs such as Jock Stallard, 
Joan Maynard- all of them 
Tribunites. Sure enough up 
jumps Geoff Jones, Militant 
ex-Chairperson of Brighton 
Labour Party tp amend the 
motion. It was only because 
the Secretary, Dave Lepper 
had seconded the motion in 
order to allow discussion 
that it was discussed at all.. 
Militant would rather not 
have had a discussion on 
Ireland at all. The amendment 
that Comrade Jones put was 
to call for the buiiding^ef 
a Labour Party in Northern 
Ireland and to condemn 
"Orange and Green Sectarians" 
Geoff -refused to say why 
Militant hadn't called for 
the building of a Labour 
Party in Rhodesia before 
independance- in addition to 
condemining Black & White 
sectarians there!
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THE RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN
CrudeOH Clogs Lock Jobs

against.

Are you willing to give up one 
or two evenings a week 'Mon* Tues*

H

technically illegal but often done in 
a disguised form! then the outlook for
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The 1979 Sussex crime rate was 4.2% 
lower than the 1977 figure. That's 
one of the facts to emerge from 
the annual report of the Sussex 
Chief Constable- George Terry.
Despite this, Terry's report reveals 
the increasing use of computers 
and new technology by the Sussex 
police. It also discloses an 
alarming amount of military type 
training.

to give advice and help 
scheme will 
o.45 for the 

newoom-

9 9

* The Chief Constable's Report is in 
Brighton & Hove Reference Libraries. 

‘‘Further information for readers 
"attitudinal" problems: 

New Society 21 August 1980

State Research Bulletin, no 19.
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Brighton could be grim,...
We'll keep you informed on developments.

The right to work marchers will 
be hitting Brighton tc show Len 
Murray and the TUC on September 1st 
and the Tories on October 10th that 
the unemployed are angry. After 
marching from South Wales via 
London they will be in no mood 
for smiles and sympathetic noises. 
As Socialists, they will be well 
aware of Thatcher's deliberate 
creation of unemployment and the 
solution which lies in the hands 
of the employed in general and 
(sadly) Len Murray in particular. 
Support has been flowing in from 
union branches all over the 
country; many Labour Party 
constituencies and MPs are also 
sponsoring the march.

Co-ordinating the campaign 
are local committees, linked by the

sympathy with the Right To Work 
Campaign and to protest about the 
anti-union "Employment Bill".So- 
be outside the conference centre on 
October 10th to add your support, and 
let the Tories know what they're up

11 llix
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central office at 265a Seven Sisters 
Road, London N4. Money is still 
needed for books, food,tents etc.Get 
your union to send donations 
there if it hasn't done so yet.The 
marchers will be joined on the 
October lobby by thousands of Trade 
Unionists. The Defend Our Unions 
Committee is calling the picket in

The report is a slick 
public relations job. The police 
are shown gallantly defending 
citizens and shepherding wide loads 
along Sussex roads. It glosses over 
other aspects of their work. For 
example there is no reference to 
the Sussex Special Branch. But Terry 
does suggest that the fight is not 
just against crime-
"fbt only do they (constables) have 
to face the criminal and the 
wrongdoer, but withstand the constant 
undermining of their authority and 

? position by those who seek to bring 
[ down our society." He is clearly 
[ concerned about the lack of respect 
z for authority. "Where does loyalty to
1 the country and those better elements
2 in our society begin of indeed end?"-
i asks a rather perplexed Mr Terry. He is 
i struck by "the rather worrying
■ attitudinal imbalance of society."

Terry's Newspeak shows why the Sussex 
police ar retting advanced technology 
at a time when old people's homes are 
being closed for "lack of money".
Their computers and their guns are 
clearly aimed at dissidents. When was 
the last time you saw CS gas used against 
bank robbers?

I

and/or Thurs., 5.30-7.30) to work 
at the Rights Centre. Volunteers 
are needed
to clients. A training 
begin on Sept. l?th at 
specifio purpose of training 
ers. Please oome along.

I---------- 1— ------ 1

1982 or 1984?

A new computerised Force Operations 
Room is under construction at Lewes. 
It will act as the centre of an 
improved communications network- 
the present one is described as 
"overloaded". Computer terminals 
will be linked to "mobile data 
devices". This is part of a national 
plan of computerised "command and 

control." The room'will be fully 
operational by 1982.

A joint Technical Support Unit has 
oeen formed with the Kent and 
Hampshire forces. This provides the 
region with advanced equipment. It 
includes TV cameras and other 
surveillance devices.

Everyday the Sussex police 
make 2 000 checks with the Police 
National Computer at Hendon. This 
has the capacity to hold the date of 
birth, name, address and car 
ownership of the entire adult 
population of Britain. It is also 
known to contain political files on 
a proportion of those people. In 
future every subdivision of the 
Sussex force is to have direct access 
to the PNC.

"Troublesome Gatherings

Terry attempts to reassure us about 
the existence of 'Police Support 
Units'-

"This is merely the training of 
officers together so that when 
needed they are better and more 
effectively able to function as 
teams."

In Sussex they have been used to 
deal with "troublesome gatherings"

The oil-state of Kuwait now owns 1C0& 
of Chubb, the lock-making firm who are 
threatening to lay off up to 1200 wor­
kers in their Brighton factory. The 
Sunday Times Business news reported on 
August 24th that the government-owned 
Kuwaiti Investment Office (KIO) has 
bought just over £6 million *’orth of 
Chubb shares in the last few weeks. 

Ag yet it is unclear whether this 
is just a "portfolio" investment (where 
shares are bought simply to be sold for 
a profit in a few weeks or months) or 
whether KIO intends to buy more shares 
and become a controlling interest in 
Chubb. If the Kuwaiti government did 
wish to take control of uhubb, this 
would not neoessarilyibefcaa por -the 
Brighton workforce, since they would 
have to pump money into ^hubb shares 
to do so. On the other hand, if they 
take control simply to hive off the 
meat profitable sections and sell them 
(a practice known as "as set-st ripping,

during the General Election- a 
reference to the picket of the NF 
election meeting in Lewes.

- In other parts of the country, PSUs 
have been used against striking 
workers. PSUs in the North and
Midlands were sent against the 
pickets at Hadfields during the 
steel strike. Although they look 
like ordinary coppers they are in 
fact specially trained riot-trained 
units.

COP THAT: Sheerness steel pickets battle massive police cordon

Almost 10% of the Sussex polite 
received weapons training in 
1979. For example, 101 officers 
were trained to use pistols and 
carbines. 26 learned to use shot­
guns and CS gas. On top of this 
there were 3 460 "refresher" 
courses. Almost 2 000 covered 
basic firearms training. There 
were more specialised courses 
for snipers and members of the 
Police Support Unit. Some officers 
regularly spent 1 day per month 
on these courses.

The Sussex 'Commando 
Unit' also gets specialised monthly 
training. This Unit is supposed to 
provide protection for VIPs and 
deal with any "terrorist" threat. 
It went on 204'operations' in 1979.
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A resolution from East SussexIndicators of the local mood were expressed at the Brighton & Hove Trades Council at lt3 recent montmy meeting, a resoxurion - *---st ausaex 
NALGO (National Association of Local Government Officers) condemning the decision by the TUC general council to accept civic hospitali ( a grand

IRISH PEOPLE’THESELF-DETERMINATION FORwork NOT waste

5EK* pm.
THINKS IT HAS THE ANSWER
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NATIONAL CHILDCARE CAMPAIGN
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For further details contact: 
Charlotte Muse 686897
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During the 1 st week of September, the 
TUC gathers in Brighton to discuss, among 
other things, the problems of unemployment

’It’s
The

It must be stressed that with the pre­
sent economic outlook so bleak, it is vi­
tal that we consider ways of creating 
full employment now. The old remedy of 
reflating the economy will simply not 
work on its own. Although a growth rate 
of at least 4% per annum is needed sim­
ply to cut back unemployment, most ob­
servers believe that growth rates of 
this magnitude are impossible. Although 
SERA subscribes to the conventional TU 
demands for more retraining and for a 
shorter working week, we believe a more 
selective approach to expansion is requ­
ired to solve the jobs crisis.

Regular Voice readers will be familiar 
with the myth that Brighton is a prosper­
ous town. However, recession is with us 
now for real - witness Alienwest redund­
ancies and others (see B.V. 67 & 68). Not 
even the Marina arid the Conference Centre 
can paper over the cracks now.

opposes all cuts
recognizes the necessity of 
defending the present childcare 
facilities
fights to extend and improve 
these facilities

9

Just as_ the Labour and Communist 
parties always say a solution must be 
found to the ’Irish Problem’,

I

say Irish af 12 noon outside B’tn train station 
Tameside and the Fight

sea.. This heat could 
be harnessed, and transferred 
through specially insulated — 
underground pipes to homes and 
factories to be used for convent­
ional central heating. (The 
technical details are available 
from SERA in a pamphlet entitled '

Workers Plans and Workers Co-ops 
for socially useful production 
defend and create jobs in areas 
where they are most needed, and 
prevent whole communities from 
being decimated by the search 
for profit.

If yoi are interested in 
any of the above ideas SERA will 
be holding a public meeting 
linked to the TUC Conference, 
will be held at the Resource 
Centre, North Road, Brighton, 
Thursday September 4th at 8pm, 
and everyone interested will be 
welcome. If you would like any 
more information concerning the 
ideas and aims of the Socialist 
Environment and Resources 
Association please write to. 
S.E.R.A., 9 Poland Street, 
London W1V 3DG, or locally to 
236 The Welkin,Lindfield.

hard and clear in Brighton and nationally. 
Defence of Tameside and support for the 
Irish, opposition to the TUC and the 
British ruling class attacks, current 
and to come. Let’s make Tameside and 
the Irish War a seaside memory the TUC 
won't be able to forget.
Support the lobby to the TUC:
JOIN the march
Make Ireland an issue in the British 
labour movement

ai

the heat
rejected as low temperature heat 
into the

h*’ I |

the Irish people - Bring the war to 
Britain’, all hell let loose. The 
NF paraded through Tameside screaming 
’Smash the IRA! Thatcher called for 
an inquiry. The local Labour council 
banned the use of its premises for the 
conference. CP members on Manchester 
trades council demanded the TUC prevent 
the conference. And in Congress House, 
the same bureaucrats heading for 
Brighton in September turned pale with 
fear and disaffiliated Tames!de.

hands with the politicians and fascists demands for import controls.

The alternative to these nationalist 
solutions is working class resistance to 
British plans, whether for restoring the 
economy, or for Ireland. Such resistance 
is feared by the ruling class and TUC 
alike. Their strategy depends on pulling 
workers behind the national banner. And 
this is why the Irish War hits them in 
the gut. The ruling class can only 

Many in the labour and Tory, and the TU ensure stability in the UK if it holds 
to the occupied piece of Ireland, 

backing Britain© The TUC officials are anxious to nip in
When the leaflet advertising the the bud any support for the Irish. An

conference advanced the slogan: ’ Suppor effective solidarity movement here would 
threaten their own positions: there is no 
redundancy union leaders fear more than 
their own.

industrial unrest in Britain. We see it 
every time they sell us another package 

We will 
see it in Brighten as they justify these 
measures by waving the Union Jack, 
necessary for Britain’, they say. 
NF's demand "British jobs for British 
workers" comes from the same nationalism 
that fuels the Labour Party and TUC’s

F -

We ask the TUC to tade up Child­
care as a centrel issue.
Please support the lobby of the 

TUC 4 September 11.30- 2.30 

Brighton Conference Centre

have little in common with the Thatcher cuts and redundancies.
Government. Still less in common with
the National Front.

With the annual congress of the
TUC hitting Brighton soon, let's look 
at an i^sue which union leaders join

and speak in one voice. The subject is
Ireland. The evidence is fresh and 
conclusive and will be* used against the 
labour leaders in Brighton.

Some months ago, Tameside Trades
Council began to organise a conference 
on Ireland, in clear support of the
Irish, people's war of national 
liberation against the British state©

WWW
to

booze-up with the mayor & tory councillors,all on the rate-payers) was passed unanimously.
Below we print viewpoints for the attention of the conference-which rarely receive commercial media publicity.

As an example of socially useful pro­
duction that is particularly pertinent 
to Brighton we can cite a Community 
Heating Project, which could use the 
waste heat from Shoreham Power Stn. 
for domestic and industrial consumers. 
At present in common with all steam turbini 
stations roughly two thirds of

generated at Shoreham is

Brighton’s Conference Centre is again to be the venue for the annual TUC conference, 
upwards of 2000 trades unionists are expected to attend. 1

Whenever TUC dignatories sav Irish a3semble °n ’ednasday 3rd Sept
unity is a fair goal, you can bet your 3tatien
to the Irish fight forVwdte'd Ireland.^head *®d Jrd ^•00pm at 1,19 Playhall 

To them, as to the Tories and fascists,*^escurces Centre, North Rd© 
the Irish are criminals ar.d madmen
- terrorists who must be beaten. And 
those same union leaders are working
overtime right now tolimit strikes and

9
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See the BBC 'Open Door’ film 
made by SERA 'Work not Waste’ at 
the Resource Centre, 4th Sept 8.00

But the TUC’s expulsion of Tameside 
did not stop the 90 delegates from 
trades councils and union branches across 
the country’ to attend the conference. 
The TUC's politics must not stop the 
building of anti-imperialist opposition 
to the state here. On 3 September the 
Smash the Prevention of Terrorism Act 
Campaign, which helped organize the 
conference, is supporting Tameside’s 
lobby of the TUC in Britton. We 

found to the ’Irish Problem', so BritishWan* to ensure that this protest is heart 
trade union leaders always express 
’concern' at the war.' When it came 
Tameside, why did such seemingly 
different bodies - the NF, the TUC. ■ » rm .

Taking place from monday 1st Sept, until the following Friday,
Clearly this year’s conference will be critical in formulating a fightback against current

policies of anti-working class monetarism, its resultant mass unemployment and reduced living standards.
Indicators of the local mood were expressed at the Brighton & Hove Trades Council at its recent monthly meeting.

We feel that the NEW STRATEGY must be • 
based on matching skills to SOCIAL 
NEEDS, through 1) workers plans for 
socially useful production which de­
fends jobs in existing industries where 
product lines are threatened by market 
shifts. The Lucas Aerospace shop stewards 
have pioneered work in this field by re­
fusing to accept redundancies and factory 
closures. Instead they have produced a 
series of Workers Plans which have so far 
yielded heat-pumps, the road/rail vehicle, 
and cars for spina bifida children. Simi­
lar plans now exist for shipbuilding, 
power, engineering and motor-vehicle 
industries..........and 2) Workers coop­
eratives and public enterprises which c 
create new jobs based on socially useful 
production.

The National Childcare Campaign 
has been recently set upto build 
a mass national campaign for 
comprehensive, flexible, free 
childcare facilities, provided 
by the state. 
The N.C.C. : 

*
*

Smash (he Prevention of
Terrorism Act
Campaign
BM RCT, London WCIV 6XX

►9

This is but 1 example of 
the way that socially useful 
production could be used to
create jobs, and not destroy them. ,'^ok’si^slIng’a^.'They'Ie
I.* x-» w- lx x^ %x x^ D I x* 4 T.T x^ «x lx x^ ax xa x^ — x-v a-v « w

the Communist Party, the Labour Party, 
and the Tories - find themselves on the 
same side? The answer is simple. 
Tameside Trades Council was asking the 
question 'Which side should British 
workers take in the war?' and took the 
side of the Irish. All others threw in 
their lot with Britain.

DEAR BRIGHTON VOICE,
Your readers might think that the 

TUC, Labour Party and Communist Party

'Community Heating Projects', fron 
the address below). This method 
has been successfully used on the 
continent, especially in Denmark 
Sweden and the USSR where about 
30% of domestic heating is 
provided by Community Heating 
'Projects. It would create jobs 
for those involved in the 
construction industries, and save 
jobs threatened by the closure of

and how to combat large scale redundancies.sma 11 innner city power stations 
In this letter we wish to put forward some in addition to saving fuel 
suggestions for NEW WAYS TO FULL EMPLOY­
MENT based on the ideas of the SOCIALIST 
ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES ASSOCIATION ( 
(SERA).
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I have a dog, his name is Spot. 
The reason why he is called Spot 
is that he has a long scruffy coat 
covered in lots and lots of big 
brown spots. He looks like someone 
has thrown mud all over him.

CNATURAuLY? TM >---- -
[ IN PLAIN CLOTHES'

t
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He ran out of the house and knocked 
a paint pot- and it was full
2-nt. All you could see of where 

n were spotty footprints 
e pavement in our road.
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Sunday dinnef. People waved fists at
him. I looked and looked but i couldn't 
see him anywhere. I was just going home when 
I saw a greenhouse covered in little 
spots of earth. I knew Spot must be there. 

Quietly I creot up, and there 
he was burying the bone, throwing up earth 
and covering everything in wet spots of 
soil. I grabbed hold of him and carried 
him home past the spotty greenhouse, past 
the spotty butcher's window, down the spotty’ 
street to our spotty house

I put him down on the spoffy
carpet. I tried to tell him off, 
but he just wagged his tail and 
came over and licked me on the
face. I couldn't be cross with
him, even when I saw that I had 
spots on my face from where he
licked me. Oh Spot I do think 
that you're lovely- but I do 
wish that your world wasn't so 
spotty.

GRAHAM WILMSJIURST
’ ■’L. —- _1 "
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I ran down the road to try to 
look for him. I knew where he had
been when I came to the butchers. All . 
over the window were spotty noseprints 
where Spot had been locking through 
the window. Even worse, he had gone

One day I got fed up with people inside and run off with Mrs Jackson's 
asking me why I put mud all over
my dog, so I put him in the bath. I
filled it right up to the top 
with bubbles and threw him in.
I scrubbed and scrubbed, but all that
happened was that he barked 
louder- the spots just wouldn't 
come off. «
In the end he jumped out and I had
to run after him, but he was too
quick for me. He ran through the V 
house barking and shaking his fur.

Oh dear, he did make the house 
: All the dirty water had

come off of him and onto the windows
and walls. All the wallpaper was covered
|n spots, all the glass was

- i

•‘Suddenly 
whitish. L . 

aSwmpanied by

a immediatcly by a *•*«

9 STAINLESS HARDEN

, pink i* 
a r ed in 

l an 
which was

and a *ind I 
everything , 

Within a fe* 
thousands of 
streets in the 

-~i were 
of scaring 

killed 
’’ others lay writhing 

screaming in



\

I.

s 5IT
* •

1

• COUNTER CLERKS *

r.

• •

I'

H »L-

1 ♦ CAPITALIST IDEOLOGY ♦3® 14
I

♦ PARLIAMENTARY LEGISLATION

♦?LOYMENT REVIEW OFFICERS

i

This self-help.worthless. ideology,

ure.

Just a few forms to fill in,

1
II

as
— — — — W - • - . ■ V W a VB V V A 1

These ideas are reproduced, maintained a 3^0rt, ponderous, grey haired

the lives of the poor will be seen.

•hllllillllllliEk kkI F8 L

2C

11 ■ •

Wjl

11J£

IL’t

up

IC

M * I
— * I

L
f

9L

•JI

of work is the personal failure of the 
individual and cot the inevitable
result of the capitalist system.
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handout, provided by the good nature 
of the state and administered by the 
charitable 3taff. Both claimant and

Supplement ary Benefit counter • 
clerks are poorly paid, work under 
considerable pressure, and often obt­
ain their jobs by being taken off the 
dole queue themselves. They act as a 
fallible human buffer between the cap­
italist system and the unemployed poor 
But, of course, they are employed by 
the capitalist state and so have the 
appropriate ideas and attitudes. 
These manifest themselves in their * 
behaviour towards claimants. Their 
manner is often offensive and habit­
ually casts doubts on the claimants 

honesty. For example, when a claimant 
infoms them that SS owe her or him so 
much, or that SS hasn’t paid benefit 
which is now due, the counter clerk 
fixes the claimant with a stony or a 
suspicious look and replies ’’that’s 
what YOU say,” It is no surprise that 
benefit claiming has been described as 

ceremonies.
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But if the role of the counter clerks
that of innocent dupes, the role of thJdWing ground for the lower end of the
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.These promote the idea that "success" s 
euphemistically named URO’s is decidedly 
core sinister. These people are employed 
by the State to pursue claimants who have 
peen out of work longer than some arbit­
rary -period-of ten six months. 
I The harassment can take many forms, 
pfter* beginning with non-payment of a 
keek’s benefit (a supposed right). On

IN OuT 
u

There exists a popular image of the 
Job Centre as an unbiased intermediary 
between employers and workers whose sole 
reason for existance is to provide a 
’service’ to help unemployed peoplr to 
find jobs. This image can easily be 
dispelled by regular contact with the 
institution. It will then become app­
arent that the same basic capitalist 
ideology that determines the actions 
of the supplementry benifits section 
also motivate the policies and attitudes 
of the Job Centres.

In effect the Centre’s.act as the 
direct agents of the government (who 
established them) policing and cont­
rolling the employment market and 
attempting to reduce the politically 
sensitive, unemployment figures.

The Centre’s also function as a

if the claimant does not find a job..
The URO in Brighton is Mrs. Wooton, 

whose snide, insinuating manner is only 
exceeded by that of the regional URO, 

man
appropriately named Gray. His every other the whole shameful blot into full public 

; on

To underpin these financial 
restrictions SS has a catch-all sys­
tem under which it can arbitrarily, . . . . ,
on the word of ONE Bureaucrat, cancel staff end UP thinking that being out 
a claimants benefit completely. •
These grounds include ....
♦ refusing an offer of just ONE job,
♦ refusing an interview, or

"no interest" in finding

7Q0
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job market. Local employers who pay low 
wages and offer C19th working conditions 

catering) who as a result find 
difficulty in obtaining staff by other 
methods rely on the Job Centres to 
provide them with a virtually captive 
labour force. Through lack of decent 
alternatives and pressure from the 
system, workers are frequently coerced 
into reluctant acceptance of the jobs 
they offer.

In practice Job Centre staff coerce 
the claiment in much the same way as
Supplementary Benefit staff - by use of 
an intimidating manner. This involves 
an implied expectation that the claimant 
is available for interview entirely at 
(the employers convenience, and a further 
tacit assumption that the claimant will 
attend an interview after being informed 
of the job’s conditions and requirements 
regardless of how unfavourable they are. 

It is no exaggeration to say that 
the Supplementary Benefit Dept, (and its 
satellite Job Centre) is the arse end of 
the capitalist system. Or to up-end 
the anotomical analogy the hidden face 
of capitalism. It is hidden because the 

office and threatening to withold benefit majority of the population have
, comparatively little or no contact with 
it, (although their numbers are rapidly 
increasing) and have to rely for their 
knowledge of it on the distortions of
the Tory press. It is only by bringing

• •it nit*.1.

Control of the workforce through 
ideology is achieved not through the 
one simple concept, but through a
complex web of ideas, values, and
attitudes. At the centre of this
network is the concept of "self-help"
This is disseminated by the dominatio4jegrada^ion 
in society of the ideas of the ruling
class through its various agencies, 
such as the government

advertizing and the 
press.

There exists a popular fiction 
that the social security system 
resembles a kindly, philanthropic 
uncle or auntie who provides succour 
and support for the distressed poor. 
Their poverty being caused through no 
fault of society but simply because 
they are victims of unforseeable cat­
astrophe or their own personal 
mi smanagement.

Because of its profit-intensive 
nature and continual need for expans­
ion the capitalist economic system 
has an inherent need for a permanent 
pool of cheap labour that it can 
draw on in times of boom and discard 
in times of recession (eg British 
Leyland).

But although capitalist policies 
have created the conditions for the 
existence of a pool of unemployed 
labour, because of the expense 
needed for its maintenance, the 
government needs to ensure that num­
erically it is no larger than necess­
ary and that there is no one 
"choosing" to be unemployed. To 
achieve this optimum position it is 
essential to have a controlled, 
passive labour force. This is done 
in two ways:-
♦ by parliamentary legislation, and
♦ by the values and attitudes 

promoted by capitalist ideology.

♦ showing
work.

If a claimant goes to an interview SS 
ring up the employer and ask if the 
claimant either refused the job or 
appeared "not interested" in it. If 
the employer enterprets the claimants 
attitude as "not interested" SS then 
send a questionnaire for the employer 
to sign to confirm this. This docum­
ent i s then deemed to be ’’proof" of 
the claimants fecklessness and is 
used as the basis for*the stopping 
of her/his benefit.

on the une x ______ r__ o ____  e___  
(largely) and undemanding, thankful 
for their benefit.

The benefit is seen by both 
claimants and staff as charity, as a

is really helping the claimants who would 
be better off working if only they knew
it. Gray's actions and behaviour, like that 

\ of the counter clerks, is governed by the 
^Supplementary Benefits Act. In reality how- 
7ever, because of his almost total lack of 
' acccuntability and the claimant’s own ig­

norance of SS powers and procedures, Gray 
frequently abuses his powers. He has il­
legally withheld claimants’ benefits and 
has deliberately refused to process claim­
ants’ appeal forms when they protest about 
it. He has also refused to supply written 
reasons for his withholding of benefit. 
All these abuses are violations of the 
law, but are the inevitable result of a 
system that fosters the idea that being 
unemployed is anti-social, parasitic 
and the sole responsibility of worth­
less, irresponsible individuals.

is a matter of individual merit and 
that success, or lack of it, is not 
determined by the political-economic 
system. Success is the personal 
responsibility of each individual an 
consequently failure carries the sam 
responsibility. If an individual 
can't get out of their disadvantaged
position they are said to be lazy or Icontacting the employment exchange the

claimant is told that SS has refused 
rco pay that week and "do not have to 
give a reason". If the claimant per­
sists he/she is given a form (B one C) 
and told to contact SS. The claimant, 
|by then very worried, sits for several 
[hours in the SS office before being told 
that the URO wants to see him/her. This 
[is the start of an intensive campaign 
iof intimidation by the URO including 
such crude devices as telephoning pro­
spective employers to check if a claimant 
has attended an interview, not paying 
benefit on time, making the claimant call 
2' or 3 times a week to collect their bens 

Jfit, forcing the claimant to sign various 
Mr. SmitlJ^onns that threaten prosecution if the 

^claimant makes a false claim, and frequ­
ently calling the claimant into the SS 

and the idea that the poor are person­
ally defective means that although the 
poor may be given assistance they 
should never demand it or regard it 
a right. They should be grateful-

*- A' 

♦

and reinforced in Social Security
offices and act as a controlling force 3entencG is an innuendo that casts asper- glare that its full degrading effect 

loyed keeping them passive siona on the °laimant’s honesty and per­
sonal worth as a human being. Gray justi­
fies his bullying tactics and overbearing,
intimidating manner (including threats to

. stop paying benefit) by insisting that he

jT>

Control of the workforce, both 
employed and unemployed, through 
legislation is expressed in various 
rules laid down to govern employment 
opportunities. The "four week rule" 
gives Social Security bureaucrats the 
power to stop a claimant's benefit 
after only four weeks especially if 
s/he is single and living in an area 
where SS “feel* there are an above 
average number of job vacancies.
But the "six week rule" is probably 
is probably the most vicious and most 
applied. It enables SS *to stop or 
reduce unemployment benefit (forcing 
claimants onto Supplementary Benefit) 
for the first six weeks of unemploy­
ment if an employee voluntarily 
leaves her/his job...no matter how 
bad the job was... The only certain 
way for a worker to avoid this rule 
is to get sacked which reduces future 
job chances.

Further pressure is brought to 
bear on claimants by the refusal of 
SS to pay a claimants rent if it is 
above a certain arbiraiy weekly fig-

If it is above this figure it 
’is considered "not conducive to a 
claimants status" or in plain English 
if"you're a claimant you have less 
right to live in accommodation of 
your choice than an employed person.

The "wages stop" keeps the vast 
majority of claimants on benefit 
levels below that of the employed, 
despite the distortions by the Tory 
press to convince people otherwise.

Also, and more important, the 
cohabitat ion rule" puts extra 

pressure on women who "live with" 
men, making them more dependent on 
men, by refusing them benefit in the 
their own right.

So it can be seen that these 
heavy financial penalties coerce 
workers to accept their work situa­
tion, because of the very real fear 
of not being able to provide even 
basic provisions for themselves and 
their families. ,

1 X



\

POLYTICS at the
POLYTECH

Friends CentreX
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BV:

This article was written by members of the Bright Campaign Against
Youth Unemployment who have been occupying 7 St George’s PJace (near 
St. Peter’s Church.)
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Brighton Voice is now 
taking classified ads. 
of a non-commercial natura- 
e.g. skills exchange, flat­
sharing, barter etc.

>

support from local people has been 
great - we have been given mattresses, 
kettles, amusement machines, games,

Department appeared willing to discuss furniture and food - as well as
collecting many signatures in support 
of our campaign. We also collected 
£25 in a matter of minutes at a

The reasons for the 
Director's interest are quite 
obvious- Tony had been a militant 
sabbatical officer and had led a 
number of occupations, principally 
around the question of racist fee 
increases for Overseas Students 
He was also responsible for pushing 
through proposals for a Polytechnic

on indifference and hostility. The
Director, A MR G R Hall has refused 
to comment about the affair to 
either the Student Union, the 
National Council for Civil Liberties 
or Mr Greenstein himself. As a 
result of all this Tony is taking 
a Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education at London University 
having been refused a place at 
the Polytechnic.

In the past 4 years
Brighton Polytechnic has changed 
from having been one of the most 
conservative to 1 of the most 
militant colleges in the country, 
with a massive occupation on 3 sites 
around Student Union Autonomy at 
the beginning of the 79/80 academic
year. As more colleges around the 
country take action against the cuts 
or racist fee increases for Overseas 
Students or against plans to scrap 
nurseries in those colleges which 
have them, so will the authorities 
attempt to victimise the 'ringleaders' V| 
either by expulsion as at Sussex 1
University a year ago or by barring 1 
entrance to known militants as happened 
this year at Univ ersity College,Swansea 
It is also disturbing that the President 
of the Trades Council, Andy Durr should 
also have been party to such victimisation 
in his capacity as Head of Adult Education’

HD: A lot of trouble.We’ve had to let a 
research officer go through lack of 
finance - although we need at least an 
extra 2 researchers. We're several 
thousand pounds short on this year's 
budget.

Can't you find other sources of
funding ?

HD: The ADIU has no 'product' in terms of 
policy recommendations. Neither the 
campaigning groups or the Ministry of 
Defence will provide funds. In the 
current financial climate nobody seems 
willing to part with cash for passive 
bodies like the ADIU.

Unfortunately, there's a real 
possibility of closure by the end of 
September. If anybody knows of an 
alternative source of funding, I can be 
contacted at the Mantell Building, 
Sussex University, tel:(0273) 686758.

Brighton, despite the NF protestors 
outside.

All sorts of people have been 
involved in BCAYU, some in political 
groups, some not, but we have all 
found the experience of working

Nevertheless, representatives of the‘t°ge'ther on a local basis extremely 
Trades Council and Labour Party, 
including Ian McGill leader of the 
Labour group or. Brighton Council, 
officially opened the building as 
a Centre for Unemployed Youth on 
Tuesday the 26th August.

By the time you read this it is 
probable that we will have been 
evicted by the County Council. 
Despite this seeming setback the

the question of finding BCAYU 
alternative premises. But East Sussex
County Council have refused to meet us
to discuss our demands and have served recent socialist public meeting in

nursery in the face of administrati-|an eviction order on us, despite the
fact that, since the occupation, 

BCAYU has gone from strength to 
strength; opening an advice centre, 
running discos and a 'rock for a 
job' gig.

UNIQUE BUT SURPRISINGLY LITTLE KNOWN 
IT BASED AT THE UNIVffiSITY OF SUSSEX IS 
REATENED WITH CLOSURE. THE BRIGHTON
ICE INTERVIEWED HARRY DEAN, THE UNIT'S 
FOPMATION OFFICER.
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rewarding.

We plan to take the campaign forward 
by supporting the lobby of the TUC 
and the picket of the Tory Conference, 
and by training members of the 
campaign to give advice on social 
security rights, so that when we 
do eventually win a permamnent centre 
for the unemployed we will be able to 
staff it on a professional basis.

<

FOR SALE

Sony TA 1055 25wpc amplifier + TC
125 Cassette Deck. Both just 
serviced - £100 the pair

Hot Drink machine (5p slot) £8
2 5.50 x 12 crossply tyres with 5mm ’ 

tread, £8 the pair x
11' sailing surfboard + mast (no sails) 

broken rudder and centre board,£20 
Unopened Sinclair wrist calculator kit

In the past 10 years there have 
been numerous instances of students 
being barred from entering colleges 
or universities on political as 
opposed to academic grounds. In 
1970 there was a wave of 
occupations after secret files 

were found containing political 
information about students at 
Warwick and Dundee Universities. 
Students at Kent, Essex and the 
LSE have also been victimised on 
account of their political activi­
ties. Brighton Polytechnic can 
now also be added to this 'distin­
guished' list.

During an occupation of 
the Deans Office at the Art Facultv 
last year, students gained access 
to copies of confidential files. 
One of these files was a memo from 
the Head of Adult Education,Andy d 
Durr to the Dean of the Art Faculty 
Robin Plummer, concerning an attempt 
to enrol" on a course by Tony 
Greenstein- the Vice President of 
the Polytechnic Student Union 
between 1977 and 1979. A copy of 
this memo was sent to the Director 
of the Polytechnic. Further enquir­
ies found that the Director had 
at the beginning of the summer 
vacation sent a memo to the 6 Deans 
of Faculty in the Polytechnic 
instructing them to pass on all 
information to him if Tony Greenst­
ein were to apply for any course in 
the Polytechnic. Normally admissions 
to a particular course is the
responsibility of the Head of Depar­
tment concerned or an admissions - :
tutor.

£6
Parafln Heater £4
li, (HS 2) Carb, with chrome air cleaner 

£5
Assorted metalwork chisels, 50p each. 
Various Mini bit 3, distributor, st art er, etc. 
Salon Hairdryer (hood) with most of 

stand, £5

Ring Brighton 202001

: Who uses the resources of ADIU ? 

: We get a lot of requests from peace 
oups like CND. We also deal with many 
h*rs such as individual academics,MPs, 
a journalists - we've helped the

Sunday Times and the Observer amongst 
others. We get 30-40 requests per week 

average.

BV: What makes ADIU so unique ?

HD: Well, there are several policy 
research groups, mostly connected with 
Universities and Polytechnics, and there 
are many campaigning organisations such 
as CND. But all these are involved in 
presenting their own point of view. The 
ADIU takes no position on policy matters, 
but by acting as an information 
clearing house it hopes to provide the 
the means for a moreinformed debate 
armament and disarmament.

BV: Why can't the Government provide the 
same sort of information as you do 2 

HD: In the USA this information would 
come from the Government because of the 
Freedom of Information Act. In the UK, 
the Government is far more secretive and 
you mustn't forget, it does have a line 
of its own on defence matters. That's 
why most of our information goes to 
people who have what you might nail a 
questioning attitude to information 
provided by the Government.

BV: How is ADTU funded at the moment ? 

HD; We get a grant of £15,000 from the 
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust. Some 
organisations have a subscription to the 
ADIU report (which is free to 
individuals). We encourage people to 
send some money to cover material costs, 
but our actual service is free - and 
that's the way we think it should stay.

BV: How much trouble is ADIU in ?

8Acyu CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
Although inconvenienced by the 

occupation, the Social Services

^The Friends' Centre in Ship St. 
is one of only six voluntary adult 
education centres left in Britain. 
This Autumn the Centre celebrates 
35 years of offering day and eve­
ning classes.

The Friends' Centre offers a 
variety of courses ranging from 
Freud and Jung through Roman civi­
lisation or the History of Sussex 
to politics, women and the law and 
microelectronics. There are algn 
full time courses in reading, 
writing and maths.

We are writing to ask for your help 
to keep the Friends Centre open. As a 
result of decisions made by East -Sussex 
County Council to cut its adult 
education budget, we must raise £5, 
in 1980-81, £1C,000 in 1981-82 and 
£15,000 in 1982 arid onwards - or we 
may have to clcse. You can help with 
donations, by becoming a member, by 
campaigning or by joining a class.

A 20 week course costs only £16. 
Further details are available from 
Alan Tuckett, Friends Centre, Ship 
Street, Brighton. Tel: 27835-

HELP US TO SURVIVE
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Complaints against the Sussex* ’ 5 
Police ros* by almost 25% from I 
1978-79. 22 of them were substant- I 
iated by the police themselves as I 
against 5 the year before, an I 
increase of over 300%. 19 officers I 
were disciplined. In his Annual I 
Report the Sussex Chief Constable I 
makes no attempt to explain these I 
increases. Instead, Terry points out 
that the complaints procedure cost f 
£43 126 and hints that the money I 
could be better spent on improving I 
"operational efficiency." I

ghton Voice: What is the Armament & 
3armament Information Unit (ADIU) ? 

ry Dean: The ADIU was set up in 1978. 
's an independent unit within Sussex 
iversity. Its functions are to collect, 
Hate and disseminate information 
Lating to defence, disarmament and 
ns control. ADIU produces a bi-monthly 
Hsletter,occasional papers and 
nvenes conferences.
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Miscellaneous

Voice
Community

Jane:
Jon

r

Advice

Nick, 18

UNCLE BRIGHTON SHOW : 691713

Alternative Medicine

M.Chaplin, 83

Union
686897

Birth

INFINITY FOOL'S: Whvlcfoods, breed A bulk
supplies, North Rd. Closed Wedsnesdays

SAXONS VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT: George St,

Base-

PapersSats10 - Apr-
Contact Women’s

6.30-8.30. Sats 11-4. Pregnancy jokes etc to

any
4 Btn

I

organic living, local environmentalon W.V. paper, Sue21260
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WJNDHORSE EMPORIUM, George St,

WORKERS BOOKSHOP? 37 Gloucester Rd,

-I
01

NEW COMMUNIST PARTY 
Edburton Avenue

SOCIALIST WORKERS' PARTY

1 
“Ti• I

YOUNG LIBERALS C/0 Councillor D. 
Rogers, 8 Guildford Strent: 26011

WORKING WEEKENDS ON ORGANIC FARMS 
Don Pynches: Lewes 62J6

WORKERS’ MUSIC ASSOCIATION
ment, 28 Livingstone Road, Hove

WORKERS' EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION: 
680654

PARENTS WITHOUT PARTNERS Outings, 
entertainment for children 4 adults- 
divorced, widowed,separated etc. 
Meets 3 - 5:30pm in Lansdowne Centre, 
58 Lansdowne Place Hove: 420324

PROJECT ADVENTURE PLAYGROUNO trying

WORKING ASSOCIATION OF MOTHERS
Baby Sitting, social events, creche
etc. Pauline: 556510

September 
1980

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ENTRY : although 
we've done our best to make sure 
that all the entries are up to date 
and accurate,we still have to rely 
on you for the latest changes.If 
you usecone of the entries on this 
page and find that it is wrong, 
PLEASE LET US KNOW at once so that 
we can correct it in the next issue: 
everything on the info page is,of 
course ,free - so please make use of 
it ;
BACK ISSUES : there are load3 of back 
copies in the office,free to indiv­
iduals ;write and ask,but don't 

. forget return postage...

' n q

ANTI-SEXIST MEN'S CENTRE: For men strug­
gling against sexism, a place to be with 
other such men. Every Tues 7pm, St Annes 
Church Hall, St George's Rd. Phone David 
692367

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (Brighton & Hove 
Group) Colin or Mary: 400832

ANOREXIC AID Penny: 775084 
734862 Rosemary: 507912

ANIMAL ACTIVISTS - see Hunt Sabs

ANIMAL AID Helen Archer, 342A 
Abbey Hotel, Norfolk Terrace: 
778771 ext 92

ANTI LOW PAY GROUP Kevin: 682295 
Andrew: Lewes 77499

ANTI NUCLEAR CAMPAIGN :Brighton & Hove 
area Tony 27845

BEE KEEPERS ASSOCIATION Brighton 4 
Lewes division of Sussex Beekeepers- 
Lynne Hawkins, 14 The Lees, Peacehaven 
Peacehaven 4522

Q’rEENSPARK: Paper for the Queen's Park 
area, 18 Winimill St, Brighton

Sussex. Sec E.Da fferr., 681101
SERA (SOCIALIST' ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES'
ASSOCIATION): Contact Mark Goodwin, 40 
Regency Square, Brighton

Misc
TRADES UNION COUNCIL Co-ordinating 
group of local Trades Unions affil­
iated to the TUC - Ann Jones, 70 
Hartington Road: 601559

TOY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (Brighton 4 
Hove) C/0 99A Ditchling Rise

TRADES 4 LABOUR CLUB Meeting place 
for trades unionists - 16 Lewes Road: 
601101’’

TRANSPORT 2000 Meetings second Tues­
day of month, Brighton station 7pm

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION Exists 
to promote work 4 ideals of UN - 
Nancy Dore, 157 Surrenden Road:

ACUPUNCTURIST Peter Deadman B.Ac: 
Lewes 77996 - J.P. S.ott, 33 Surren­
den Crescent: 559379 (also Alexandra 
Technique, appointment only) Clinic 
of Chinese Acupuncture 6 Old Steine: 
o997l6 office hours Robert Withers 
(homeopath 4 acupuncturist) Portland 
Centre, Preston Street - ring 27464 
for appointment

HOMEOPATH Robert Withers, see above 
Marek Urbanowicz, Palmeira Clinic, 
Palmeira Sguare, Hove: 734465 

SECOND SUN HEALING Healing through 
direct action 4 increased understand­
ing - 7 Terminus Road: 29248

SEAGULL :e nor—sexist, 
tor kids. Send stories, 
24 Gladstone place

9

BRIGHTON HOSTEL for single homeless 
men - volunteers needed in evenings 
to take residents out or entertain 
them - 18 Dorset Gardens: 682089

BRIGHTON SOCIETY Environmental 
pressure - Selma Montford, 10 
Claremont Road: 509209

CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT: 
Kate Soper & Martin Ryle 689459

COMMUNITY ARTS WGRKSHOP Dance, drama, 
mime, music - St.Anne's Hall, 
St. George's Road: 697493

CARTWHEEL trying to set up village 
community using traditional skills - 
5 Fairlight Place

CONFERENCE OF SOCIALIST ECONOMISTS - 
K. Smith, 10 Warleigh Road

EDUCATION FIGHTBACK: fight for an educ­
ation worth defending. Meets fortnightly 
liesource Centre, North Rd, 8pm

SAVE THE FAMILY PLANNING CLINICS 
CAMPAIGN C/0 FPA, 13A Western Rd: 

nor-racist. comic fo 774075

S.A.N.D. (Sussex Alliance for~Nuclear
TH sartamar.t) coordinating body for . 
nuclear'disamamer.t/peace groups in

Ml

tz

to raise £10,000 to build an adventure 
playground in the Hove area- George: 
737357, Carol: 411565

RESOURCE CENTRE Top of North Road, 
former Church Hall: resources for the 
community - meeting space, duplicating, 
screen-printing, community press, 
transport, information 4 more : 607141 

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN 19 Elm Grove: 
688633

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT Resource Centre 
High-Top Transit 4 Driver; 607141 

THE GREAT MEDICI Entertainment for 
kids - suitable for playgroups, 
parties, community centres et : 
683930
MERLIN WORK COLLECTIVE Property 
repairs, domestic & secretarial work, 
transpo-’t, tutoring, mechanics, 
electrics, disco (over forty skills 
on-tap): 26506 or 812962

PURE JOY Wholefoods catering 
collective - 19 Hammy Way Shoreham: 
Shoreham 62301

WAYBILL: Newssheet of T&GWJ, 1/402 
.t Hove Tistriot Buspeople, from 3otway 
St Depot, Hove

WHOuE EARTH: Alternative

1

GEORGE STREST AREA SOCIETY: (Save George 
St. Carauaign) Howard Allaway, 7 Steine 
Gdns. 693763

HANOVER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION: 33 South- 
over St. Self-build community centre. 
694373

KINGSCLIFFE CONSERVATION SOC.: Ms N. 
Marlow, 18 Bedford St.

NORTH LAINE COMMUNITY ASSOC.: Sec. Julie 
Skoging, 26 Tidy Street.

PRESTON CIRCUS ASSOC.: Sec. Celia Mather 
39 Stanley Rd, 691771

Politics
ANTI-FASCIST COMMITTEE 179 Lewes Road 

ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE C/0 Resource Centre 

ANTI-NUCLEAR CAMPAIGN see under Misc. 

8IG FLAME 68 Compton Road

BRIGHTON ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUP 
Bloomsbury Place •
COMMUNIST PARTY of GREAT BRITAIN
Secretary Pearl Coffin, 95A ST. George's 
Road: 687336
COMMUNIST PARTY of BRITAIN (Marxist/Len- 
inist) 37 Gloucester Road: 684404 

CO-OPERATIVE PARTY (Brighton) 86 Lon­
don Road: 683076 (Hove) J. Cattell, 29 
Foredown Ruad, Portslade 
ECOLOGY PAR'JY Sec. Jan Shearer, 60989^ 

FABIAN SOCIETY George Forbes, 66 
Meadow Lane, Burgess Hill: B'Hill 43723

INDEPENDENT LABOUR‘PUBLICATIONS Gary Kent 
.558070

LABOUR PARTY (Brighton) 179 Lewes Road: 
602592 (Hove) 40 Cowper Street (Lewes) 

, 3 North Street: Lewes 4312
LABOUR PARTY YOUNG SOCIALISTS (Brighton) 
C/0 179 Lewes Road (Hove) Clive Walder, 
120 Clarendon Road: 722218 (Lewes) A. 
Bryant, 16 Willow Walk: Newhaven 6299 

’ LIBERAL PARTY (Pavilion) F. Hix, 14A 
Ship Street: 25315 (day) 26560 (eve) 
(Kemp Town) A. Frampton, 32 Brownleaf 
Road: 36817 (Hove 4 Portslade) J. 
McCormack, 11 Wellington Avenue Rove: 
738462

rTTTn

FEDERATION OF TENANTS ASSOC IE ONS( 
(Br.ghton) - 72 Swanborough Place 

FRIENDS CENTRE Voluntary adult 
education centre; meeting space -
16 Ship Street: 27835

FRIENOS OF THE EARTH Ecological 
pressure - Mary Newman, 32 Over Street: 
31083 (ask for Dessau) Meet fortnight­
ly Marlborough Hotel Tuesdays 8pm

WIDOWS CLUB: 47 Tivoli Crea, Dyke Rd. 
Meet 8pm, 4th Weds each month, 
Unitarian Hall, Lewes Rd.

WOMEN'S AID: Refuge for battered women.
Contact Women's Centre.

WOMEN FIGHT RAPE GROUP:
Centre.

WOMEN'S CENTRE: At back of Resource Cent 
Centre. Open Tues, Weda, Thura 11-2, and 
6.30-8.30. Sats 11-4. Pregnancy teats, 
Rights etc 605911

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACF 
, FREEDOM: 684604 & Lewes 4161

WOMEN'S LIBERATION: meet Resource Centre 
every 3rd Monday. Info 605911
WOMEN'S"VOICE: Based

CAMPAIGN FOR HOMOSEXUAL EQUALITY: 202930 
8-10pm daily

GAY CHRISTIANS: Martin 680868

GAY RURAL AID 4 INFO NETWORK (GRAIN): 
Clyde Oliver, 69 North St, Lewes

GAY SWITCHBOARD: Info and Advic9, 690825 
8-IOpm daily, 3-1 Opm Sat. P.O. Box 44.9 

LESBIAN GROUP: Jill 696298

RIGHTS CENTRE (Brighton) Advice on 
legal problems - Central Free Church, 
Queen's Square - Tuesday 5:30pm - 
7:30pm: 202492

SAMARITANS For those in despair -
102 Clarendon Road, Hove: 772277 (24h)

Women 9
LESBIAN GROUP: Jill, 696298

NATIONAL ABORTION CAMPAIGN: c/o WOMENS 
CENTRE

Housing &
OUEEN'S PARK COMMUNITY ASSOC.:
Bellos, 33A Egremont Place

SQATTERS & TENANTS ADVISORY SERVICE: 
Advice to homeless 4 those with housing 
problems, c/o Resource Centre, North Rd.

TWO PIERS HOUSING CO-OP: Collective 
ownership 4 control of housing for young 
single people. Natalya Belcher c/o 9 
Grange Rd, Lewes. Lewes 2029 

WEST HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION: 21359 

WEST PIER SOCIETY: John Lloyd, 5 Belle 
Vue Gdns, 603705

Skills & Services
ALTERNATIVE EXCHANGE SERVICE Swop 
your skills, services or labour: 
682955

auumo UArr, bim tc._lnglon Rd, Hovo 
Vegetarian cafe,10 - 3, Take-aways.

. AGE CONCERN Old people's welfare - 
Mon/Fri 10am - 12:30pm, 2 - 4pm - 
57 Ditching Road: 683275

ANOREXIC AID Penny: 775084 Jane: 
734862 Rosemary: 507912

BRIGHTON ALTERNATIVES TO PRISON 
PROJECT (BAPP) info 4 advice, 
employment counselling, literacy 4 
numeracy for those at risk of going 
to prison - Room 1, The Institute, 
Central Free Church, Queen's Square: 
25998 Mon4Wed 3:30 - 6pm Tues 9:30am 
- 12:30pm: 607141 Fri 2:15 - 6pm 

CANCER PREVENTION (Area Health 
Authority): 23344

CITIZEN'S ADVICE BUREAUX Briqhton-
17 Ditchling Rise Mon/Fri 10am - 4pm, 
Tues 6pm - 8pm - 2 St. George's Place 
Mon/Fri 10am - 1pm, 2pm - 4pm: 601664 
Hove - Town Hall, Tisbury Road - Mon/ 
Wed/Fri 10am - 12:30pm, 2:15pm - 4pm, 
Tue/Thu 10am - 4pm: 734811

CLAIMANTS' UNION Self help for bene 
fit claimants - Room 6, The Institute, 
Central Free Church, Queen's Square - 
Tuesday 11am - 2pm: 202492

COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL Advice on 
hassles with the NHS: (Brighton) 
33824 (Hove) 71186

HOUSING AOVICE CENTRE (Council)
73 Grand Parade - Mon/Fri 9am - 
4:30pm: 29801

LABOUR WEEKLY ADVICE CENTRE - 79 
Lewes Road 10:30am - 11:30am

LEGAL 4 WELFARE INFO DESK 
Hall, Air Street (by Clock Tower) 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES: 
689385 or C/0 Public House Bookshop

PREGNANCY ADVISORY SERVICE (B'ton) 
-pregnancy testing, counselling, 
abortions, vasectomies - Wistons,
138 Oyke Road: 509726

RENT TRIBUNAL Rent disputes, 
security of tenure etc. - 137 Preston 
Road: 509726

s

FRIENDS OF THE WESTERN BUDDHIST ORDER 
Meditation teaching, yoga, commun­
ication exercises, etc. - no charge; 
beginners' meditation Wednesdays 
7:15pm, Hatha Yoga on Thursdays, ring 
698420 for details; 15 Park Crescent 
Place (near The Level)

GINGERBREAD Self-help, pressure group 
for one-parent families - Basement, 
6 Marlborough Place Mon/Thurs 10am- 
2pm: 697208, 688661 (not mornings) 

HUNT SABOTEURS and Animal Activists 
Vince Smith, 386 Portland Rd, Hove 

Meet Thursdays Bpm Flat 5,
4 Powis Square - bell marked 'Scott' 

LINK-UP Sussex University Community 
Action, Falmer House, University of 
Sussex BN1 9QS: 680380 - write for 
free copy, of magazine "Praxis"

PARENTS HELPLINE: 688633

BIRTH CENTRE (BRIGHTON): info 4 support 
group. Pregnancy, birth, 4 early infant 
child care. Yoga in pregnancy classes 4 
infant swimming classes. 689194/28357 

FAMILY PLANNING CLINIC: New Sussex 
Hospital, Windlesham Rd

Mbn/Wur 11.30 - 4.45, Fri/?„t 11.30 -
3, 7.15 - 10.15pn
SIMPLE SUPFLIES: wholefoods, Gecrge St,
9.3O~5.3O Mor - Sa t, open late Fri 6.30 501370
SUNRISE VEGETARIAN RESTAUR/NT, North Rd, 
noon - 5pu:

THREE ROOMS CAFF, Blatckington Rd,

r
r

teohnology,

action. 11 George st. 6946
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J ’ fivncAt<*4>c B’ton Singers Club 28Full Moon

Marlborough Hotel
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B’ton Singers Club 5fl 3301 October 4Marlborough Hotel
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rvqkto/\ Conference 
ceoi/e. 
u-3o -i-3o

Springfield 
Muckram Wakes

Martin Angell 
Marlboro’ Hotel

r
Wiibury Jam 
Concorde

• /^c/cftr <a-n^ 
(uvnehtlnx)

Harvest Night with . 
Shirley Collins
Springfield

Wiibury Jam 
Concorde

Folk at the Marlbcro’
Downes, Bradley & Downes

September 
WHAT’S ON

Right to Work Benefit 
Daddy Yum-Yum
Basement, Art College.

Wiibury Jam
Concorde

/Wastriams
( Lvochtimo)

Where to find them:-
ALHAMBRA - Sea Front.
Art College - Grand Parade.
CONCORDE - Sea front (by Aquarium) 
Marlborough -Marlborough Plaoe.
NORTHERN -York Place.
Pedestrian Arms - Foundary St. 
SPRINGFIELD- Springfield Rd.

p
il

Wiibury Jam 
Concorde

Northern'Knights of floritr&wx.

[A
W

B’ton Singers Club
Marlborough Hotel

Frvsckna-C’OAf

Come All Ye
Springfield

B’ton Singers Club
Marlborough Hotel

B’ton Singers Club 
Marlborough Hotel

......

gi/di <u.H 
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for the Ootober 
Brighton Voioe
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Enrol for Courses
Friends Centre
Warn - 6pm.

European Nuclear Diaarmajeent 
Public Meeting, Friends* 
Centre, Ship St. 7.15pm

0
At Kixaa

A/erthCFTl* \AJeod bi ne

Johnny Coppin 
Springfield

Northern Woodbind"
Cilla Fisher &
Artie Trezise 
Springfield

Springfield (next to 
London Rd Station) 
Anne Wisenran

1

1

ru^cxbOAJ - 
At

"ifie War Game” 
Film. Resource Centre, 
North Road, Brighto . 
8pm + discussion after. 
(Organise*! by SAM)

Cgt LiC>H f

Concorde £l Late Bar.

Chibd CA-f$

Joby Blanchard, 
Isabel Sutherland, 
Roger Brasier & 
Eddie Upton 
Springfield Folk.

- ACbo-nnL>r

T
r

^jnTTTTI

A/>hQLt CJa/ouae- fpj 
ft( L /'O'­

Springfield Folk
Bernie Parry

- Lobb<y TUC * Northern’KnigMJ

Jenny Beeching 
Springfield

17
c? 

Beginning of Training u 
Scheme for Right s Centre 
1, The Institute, 
Queens Square. 6.45 
Volunteers needed... 

See Page 5

Marlborough Folk
Club Night

^6 22

/K L»ro
Woodbj , tha Sf> iinters. AiZartr<<ms

Northern . Woodbine 14

Smash the Prevention of 
Terroism Act March 
Ass-mble B’ton Station
12 noon.
Li'psh’ck- A(.kA~kro<

Public Meeting:
Tameside and the Fight 
Aliead.6,00 Resource Centre

Wiibury Jam
Concorde

I

3 

:r>
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M

TAve/'Af/'j
'^On cmdJ-

i-.
Fringe TUC activity) ' 

CND Benefit. 
"Poison Girls” & "Crass”

M*cU.qkt r.

'ey 'yyy?

SERA Meeting 
"Work not Waste" 
Resource Centre 8pm

fl
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Helen, aged 19, left school in June of 
this year.

You left school this year, was 
that after ’A’ levels? 
Yes.
And how did you get on? 
They're not good enough to get 
into university, which is what I 
wanted to do. I didn’t think 
they would be.
What were you hoping to do at 
university?
Biochemistry, Irve applied for 
a job with a pharmaceutical 
company, which I hope I’ll get 
because if I do then I’ll be able 
to do part-time education, get 
an HNC, and get into university 
that way.
Is that the

f——— ■ f It i
I I 11
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build it up, paint it up, and 
people who are on the street, 
unemployed, it’ll save them 
walking the street or going to 
the Crystal Rooms and spending 
all their money. They can come 
down here instead.
And maybe have a better time. 
Yes, have a cup of coffee, get 
advice, play space invaders. 
You've got space invaders? 
Yes and Galaxian.
If you get evicted from here 
in the next week what do you 
think you’ll de then. Will you 
try and find other premises? 
Well that’s what we hope to do, 
but it’ll be difficult to find 
somewhere aS central as this. 
We’re right by a bus stop and 
we’ve got a lot of signatures 
on the petition that way. 
If we can find somewhere up near 
Churchill Square.
Does that mean another 
occupation? Or would you hope that 
someone will offer you somewhere. 
If the Council offers us somewhere 
We’d like to take it, but if there 
is nothing else we’ll have to 
occupy.

Yes, most people are, although we 
get some obscene comments 4fter 
the pubs shut, with people pissed 
out of their skulls. But some 
people shout favourable comments 
too.
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Well I've 3een other jobs around 
that I could go for, but there’s 
too much competition. I’ve got 
no job experience at all.
If you had full opportunities 
what would you like to do.
Well, get a job obviously and,if 
I can get part-time education, 
curry on so that I oan get a job 
that pays better. But even people 
with degrees can't get Jobs. 
And how did you get involved with 
BCAYU?
Well, I met this lot through a 
a friend, I only met them about 
a week ago.
I had been interested in the 
campaign against youth unemploy­
ment but I didn't know anybody. 
You weren't a member of the NUSS 
at school.
No, we didn't have it at our 

school so I really didn't know 
anything about NUSS at all.
Do you see yourself becoming 
more politically active now, 
because of this, because of the 
job situation?
Yes, I voted Tory in the General 
Election. I don't know much about 
party politics at all. It's just 
that I do want to be more 
politically active, to get things 
done.
And why this specific form of 
action?
Well there are two ways of 
doing things, one's lobbying
Parliament but it doesn't get you 
anywhere as far as I've noticed, 
the other way's to occupy and I've 
never come across any other ways 
of bringing it to the attention 
of large numbers of people.
You feel the occupation has been 
pretty successful?
Well, we've had so many people 
down just trying to find out what 
is going on.
And most of the people you've met 
or have gone pa3t have been 
sympathetic.
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A member the Editorial Collective 
talked to two of the people in the 
BCAYU occupation, Peter and Helen. 

Peter,aged 16, left school in May 
of this year.

Have you had a job since you left 
school?
Well, at the moment I'm on a 
Youth Opportunities Programme 
Course.
What are you doing on that?
I'm interested in electrorics, 
so they're sending me to different 
companies in the electronics field 
for a few weeks at a time. 
And what de you think you'll do 
when the course finishes?
I'm going to be unemployed. The 
course isn't going to help, but 
it's better than being on the
dole, because you get £10 a week 
more. But my last placement was 

just a way of using cheap labour. 
All I was doing was cleaning out 
fridges, doing all the dirty work. 
I didn't learn anything.
What would you like to do if you 
could choose - if there wasn't the 
problem of unemployment.
Work in an electrical shop I 
suppose, I'm not to sure. 
How did you get involved with 
BCAYU?
Well I was in the NUSS before I 
left school and I used to go to 
their meetings. They discussed 
BCAYU at a meeting.
Since you're here you obviously 
support the occupation. Why do 
you support this particular sort 
of action?
Well.it's getting at the
government. We've got one of their 
buildings - they don't like it. 
It’s good propaganda for us and 
bad propaganda for them.
Even if they get an eviction 
order and get you out quickly? 
That's bad publicity for them 
still. Also, we hope the 
occupation will be a centre for 
unemployed youth, it's not just 

-for propaganda. We're going to,

BV.
P.
BV.
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Nagasaki the second A-bomb
target, 9 August 1945

It is not surprising that most of 
us have tried to forget all this, 
living as best we can in the faith 
that the Apocalypse will never 
happen. But our reluotance to 
think about the unthinkable has only 
made it easier for the weapons to 
multiply and proliferate. Now, with 
Cold War rhetoric assailing us 
again, we are being forced to look 
onoe more at the stockpile of death 
and destruction which has been 
accumulating; and we are beginning

fiction nightmare, but a quite 
feasible technical proposition.

(Many other national organisations - Oxfam, Anti-Apartheid, the Anti-
Nuclear Campaign, Friends of the Earth - have made or are making nuclear 
disarmament part of their declared policy)
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Near the explosion centre 
(picture first released December 
1975)
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On both sides of the Iron Curtain, 
in the nations of NATO and the 
Warsaw Paot as well a3 in the 
USA and the USSR, we have 
surrendered o\ir lives into the hands 
of political and military elites. 
Our ‘leaders’, operating at the 
limits of democratic control and 
shrouded in official seoreoy, 
dispose of an arsenal of unparall- 
elle-i destructive power. At the 
touoh of a button, the nuolear 
states can deliver between them 
the equivalent of three tons of 
TITT for every member of the human 
race. For many years, Armageddon 
has been, no longer a soienoe
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(4 »W e’re satisfied to be able to 
finish off the US first time 
round,’ Nikita Kruschev used to 
say. 'What good does it do to 
annihilate a country twice?1 U

Campaign Against the Arms Trade Write for details to CART, 5 
Caledonian Rd, London N1 9DI.

More recently, former top Pentagon 
official Morton Halpering has 
explained the NATO strategy of 
'graduated response' (the 
'Sohlesinger doctrine’) as follows: 
'We will fight with conventional 
weapons until we are losing. Then 
we will fight with tactical nuolear 
weapons until we are losing, 
we will blow up the world.'

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament Policy: immediate British unilateral 
disarmament. Eventual dissolution of NATO and the Warsaw Paot. 
CND also opposes all weapons of mass destruction. Address, 29 Great 
James St, London WC1. Subs: unwaged, £2; single member, £6; two or 
more at one address, £9.

rllul nni! 11

SAJ' (Survival Action Movement). Also very active, with groups in 
Brighton, Lewes and Mid-Sussex, It has succeeded in gaining considerable 
national and local publicity for the cause of disarmament as a result of 
its recent activities. These include the building and display of a 
fell-cut shelter constructed to the design of the Government's 
'Protect and Survive’ handbook, and a Cruise missile poster campaign. 
One of its current projects is the building of a life-size Cruise
missile. Subs (to include monthly newsletter) are £1 (O.A.P.s and under 
18s: 50p) . For information send two lOp stamps to SAM, 221, London Rd. 
Burgess Hill, or phone Burgess Hill 41817.
ANS(Anti Nuclear Campaign) Phone 2784.5. Campaign based on the demands; 
Stop Nuclear Power, No Nuclear Weapons, Reduce Energy Waste, Develop 
Alternative energy Stategies, andCuaroofefd Employment During the Change­
over.

.SAI© (the Sussex Alliance for Nuclear Disarmament) is an umbrella 
organisation which brings together all local groups opposed to nuolear 
weapons, allowing them to coordinate efforts on printing and distributing 
leaflets, etc. SAUL has an up-to-date contact list of local anti­
nuclear groups: contact I87 Eastern Rd, Brighton or phone 1234-56.

CND Phone 6894-59 Primarily we are a contact point for local members 
of CND. We are extremely active at the present time, and in constant 
liason with otner Sussex peace organisations. We have organised, and 
will be organising, a number of local events.

1

World Disarmament Campaign Set up to mobilise map3 support for res­
olutions of Geneva Disarmament Committee of UN. Aims to collect
1,000,00c,000 signatures by 1982. Address, c/o Mrs Harbottle, 21 
Rydon's Lane, Old Cousdon, Surrey. Donations welcome.
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How was I to know our formation flying would show up on their 
early-warning system ?*
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First, some facts relevant to any 
civil defence provision. A one 
megaton bomb (and many are far 
larger) would blast a crater a
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very people who may bring the 
holocaust upon us will stand the 
best chance of surviving it.

There is a persistently determined minority of 'experts' in the United States 
(and probably also in the Soviet Union) whose answer to these threats is an 
extensive programme of 'protection' of population and industry - fallout 
and blast shelters, underground installations, massive evacuation plans etc. 
. . . Since I consider this approach to be implausible, unattainable and a 
dangerous delusion, I shall devote no further attention to the effects of so- 
called civilian defence on the consequences of nuclear war."
Prof. Bernard T. Feld, Editor-in-Chief of the Atomic Scientists Bulletin and

Professor of Physics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, in a 
1976 article "The Consequences of Nuclear War".

same chain, for while nuclear 
reactors are dangerous and ineffic­
ient power generators, they are 
rather efficient producers of 
plutonium, which is used in H-bombs. 
Unless both types of pre2 iferation 
can be halted, the international 
spread of reactors is bound to lead 
to a parallel spread of nuclear 
weapons.

CM

But the international scene does- 
afford some grounds for hope. 
Canada, the world's second largest 
country, has resolved never to build 
or play host to nuclear weapons. 
Japan, too, chooses to put its faith 
in negotiation rather than in 
megadeath capability (the Japanese 
have two good reasons for what world 
politicians have called their 
’nuolear allergy'). The UN Special 
Session on Disarmament, whioh is 
to reconvene in 1932, has produced 
a document in which the delegates 
of 149 oountries unanimously declare 
that 'the time has come to abandon 
the use of foroe in international 
relations, and to seek seourity 
in disarmament'.

Suoh developments reoeive little 
or no media coverage. This makes 
an aotive campaign to inform public 
opinion, and to win support for 
initiatives suoh as the World 
Disarmament Campaign, all the more 
urgent. Governments and diplomats 
must be forced to take their own 
fine words more seriously.

ini n'm U|IW|ll

’...you may resume normal activities' 
(’Protect and Survive' HMSO)

We all want to forget all this. 
We all prefer to think we will 
somehow get through. Home defence 
propaganda - and there has been 
plenty about of late - cruelly 
exploits this natural human 
hopefulness. People begin to 
agitate for ’better' shelters, 
manufacturers move into this 
lucrative new market... But any 
realistic assessment must confirm 
what CND said in the 60s: so long, 
at least, as we remain a target 
for direct nuclear attack, civil 
defence is no defence. If we want 
to avoid dying in a nuclear war, 
we must make sure we are never 
involved in one.

Recent official home defence 
propaganda, wh?ch was presumably 
iitended to implant the idea that 
nuclear war might be 'acceptable', 
has undoubtedly failed in this aim. 
Indeed it ha3 alerted millions to 
their peril, and contributed to the 
resurgence of the disarmament 
movement. In particular, people 
have been disgusted to see that, 
while there is doubtless an 
element of concern for our safety, 
the prime aim of the State's 
contingency plans is to ’maintain 
effective government' - in other 
words, protect our rulers. In their 
reinforced concrete bankers, complete 
with air filters, food supplies, 
power plants and the rest, Cabinet 
Ministers and Generals, C.nief 
Executives and top policemen, might 
indeed survive, for a few weeks 
anyway. And the emergency powers 
which would be issued to these 
undemocratic cliques, before any 
attack, are said to include the 
right of summary execution. It will 
be too late then for us to struggle 
for peaceful solutions, or to 
protest against the fact that the

A.

The world wide computer network on which the Pentagon relies to keep 
track of its own and Soviet forces has a failure rate of between 40 and 85 
per cent"

Guardian, reporting an official US Government study on military computers.

to realise the dimension and the 
urgency of the resistance we must 
mount. There are only two alterna­
tives: either we disarm the 
genocidal military establishments 
and force the course of history 
into channels where the threat of 
extinction no longer hovers over 
humanity, or else there will be 
no more history.

quarter of a mile wide in solid 
rock; create a fireball one mile 
wide; destroy all buildings for 
a radius of two and a half miles; 
cause hurricane winds (135 mph) 
three miles from the explosion's 
centre; bum severely all those 
within eight miles; rapidly kill 
everyone for 25 miles downwind 
by its radiation effects (even 
if they had been cowering in a 
'government approved' shelter); and 
result in many cancer deaths later,
200 miles and further downwind. If 
such a bomb were ever dropped, the 
'lucky' ones would die immediately. 
The les3 fortunate would be conde i- 
ned to watch themselves, and those 
they loved, die in a slower agony. 
Those who might survive far from 
direct hits would have neither 
crops nor livestock, neither sewage 
systems nor fresh water. 'No part 
of The country’ (the Home Office 
assures us) 'can be considered 
safe.'

The struggle against nuclear weapons 
has been compared to the anti­
fascist resistance of 1939-45. Our 
enemies are in our .midst, and our 
passivity has made them strong. 
But if we inform ourselves, organ­
ise ourselves, and act together, we 

y yet survive.
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and schools, home helps for the 
elderly, adult education classes.

Nuclear arms may be only one 
element in this escalation; 
financially, they represent a 
small proportion. But they are the 
most destructive weapons ever made, 
and while the great powers go on 
possessing and developing them, 
militarism will prevail on our globe. 
We must not forget the terrible 
dangers of chemical and biological 
weapons; but the H-bombs are there, 
waiting in their silo3, subs and 
bombers. If even a fraction were 
used, this would result in a 
catastrophe of unimaginable 
proportions. If they were all 
used, it might well mean the end 
of life on earth.

Two recent developments are 
especially alarming. There is the 
growing electronic sophistication 
of missile systems (see our comments 
on Cruise), and there is the 
dangerous process of 'horizontal 
proliferation' - the acquisition 
or development of nuclear weapons 
by states who have not hitherto 
possessed them. China and India 
have recently exploded nuclear 

bombs; South Africa, Pakistan, 
Israel and Iraq are likely to 
follow suit in the next few years. 
Diplomatic curbs (e.g. the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty) are proving 
ineffectual. And how can they 
succeed when the very powers who 
urge restraint on their less 
'developed' neighbours are busy 
expanding their own arsenals - and 
are thus in breach of Article VZ of 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty, which 
calls upon them to disarm? This 
alone is one reason why we in Britain 
must impose a policy of unilateral 
disarmament on our government.

From the technical point of view, 
the spread of nuclear reactors is 
the biggest incentive to prolifer­
ation. South Africa and Iraq 
currently offer clear cases of 
civil nuclear programmes aoting 
as a cloak for likely bomb 
production. 'Peaceful' and military 
nuclear technology are links in the

This year (at the end of UN disarmam­
ent decade) the world will spend 
£250,000,003,003 on arms - double 
(in real terms) what it spent twenty 
years ago, and more than the 
combined outlay on health and 
education.

The great power blocs continue 
to make one another's increased 
spending the justification of their 
own. Third World governments, 
egged on by the arms exporters (of 
whom Britain ranks fourth in the 
world), spend more and more on 
weapons while their people starve. 
In this country, the new Trident 
nuclear submarine (one sub. will 
carry an explosive charge greater 
than the total yield of all the 
bomb3 dropped in World War II) is 
being put before modern hospitals

CO
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WARNING: HM GOVERNMENT DEFENCE POLICY CAN 
SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH
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But there are a number of good 
reasons why it is wrong in 
principle to speak of the Soviet 
(or for that matter the US) threat*

In the first place, the logic 
of ’threat’ and ’response', however 
internally consistent it may be, is 
overall a logic of endless military 
and nuclear build-up. In its . 
implications for human survival, it 
is the logic of final madness. We 
must avoid contributing, even in 
our language, to this process by 
wnich each power bloc uses the 
other’s escalation as the pretext 
for its own.

Secondly, the issue of arms 
and disarmament is a North-South 
issue as much as an East-West one. 
While the world’s richest nations 
’threaten' and 'respond', millions 
starve. And the USA and the USSR 
jointly build up an armoury, 
before which smaller nations can 
only quail.
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A third point is that when we, 
in Britain, speak of 'the Soviet 
threat’, we think nationalistically 
in term3 of 'u3' and 'them'. But the 
interests of people everywhere are 
much the 3ame: in particular, none 
of us needs to be fried; we all need 
to live in peace. 'They' are 
indeed threatening us - 'they' 
being the hawks and generals of all 
countries. This kind of humanism 
may look naive, but it is a lot 
closer to reality than that 
'realistic' language of the nuclear 
strategists in which the Soviet 
people ('the threat') are repre­
sented by their Backfire Bombers 
and SS-2Os, while we for them are 
personified in Cruise missiles and 
Trident submarines.

This bloody century has given 
the people of Europe more than their 
fill of war. But in the event of 
World War III, Europe will be 
obliterated. A new European
so]j Hari ty to resist all sohemeB of 
fratricide is the only salvation.

nTm

As a military man who has giveri half a century of active service 
I say in all sincerity that the nuclear arms race has no military 
purpose. Wars cannot be fought with nuclear weapons. Their 
existence only adds to our perils because of the illusions which 
they generate. There are powerful voices around the world who 
still give credence to the old Roman precept - if you desire 
peace, prepare for war. This is absolute nuclear nonsense. I 
repeat, it is a disastrous misconception to believe that by 
increasing the total uncertainty one increases one’s own certainty. 

LORO LOUIS MOUNTBATTEN 
May,1979

"I quote the Lord Chancellor, who, talking of nuclear war, Mid in 1965 
'Perhaps the Chinese will survive, perhaps Asia and Africa will survive, perhaps 
the United States and Russia, after suffering frightful damage, might survive. 
But this I know. We in this island will not survive'."

Lord Noel-Baker, in the House of Lords, 18 December, 1979.
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radiating cf millions of ’enemy1 
civilians, while 'we1 remain 
unscathed (...except, of course, 
the submarine-launched, ballistic 
missiles now homing in on us...). 
But if this is not foul enough, let 
us remember that the tactic is 
very unlikely to 'work’: what is 
more likely is that we will all be 
fried, crushed and poisoned. For 
once Cixiise is here, 'they' will 
probably adopt a 'launch-on-warning 
posture' - if they think 'our'1 
fleet is on its way, they are likely 
to retaliate at once, while their 
missiles are still undamaged. 

Cruise may be soatt6red all 
over England. It is tiny, and will 
be hard to spot. 'We' might well 
decide to let them off one cloudy 
misty night, so that even the latest 
satellite observation techniques 
would find it hard to deteot their 
launching. It is easy to see that 
'they' will be living in a state of 
permanent alert...and what if their 
computers should misinform them? 
Moreover, if war looks inevitable, 
'they' may feel that they must wipe 
out 'our' missiles before 'ours' 
can wipe out 'theirs'. Too bad 
that, 'cur' arsenal being spread 

, 'they' may at 
the same time be obliged to wipe 
out... US.

Sinoe Cruise missiles are to be 
istationed in Western Europe (cr 
rather, in those few countries still 
prepared to have them), they also 
fit into another strand of NATO 
strategy, or lunaoy. Certain 
experts apparently think it possible 
that a European nuclear exchange 
might take plaoe, in which much of 

I 
the Western USSR would be destroyed

I ’

our'
'enemy' 
position to retaliate.

z

Of all the events which are 
contributing to the massive resur­
gence of CND and allied movements, 
perhaps the most frightening single 
development, and the one which has 
roused most people from passive 
terror to active protest, has been 
the decision to instal US Cruise 
missiles in Britain. The strategic 
implications of this decision (on 
which see the pamphlets by Thompson 
and by Pentz listed below) are 
extremely grave.

Each Cruise missile carries a 
warhead about a dozen times more 
deadly than the one which killed 
200,003 people at Hiroshima. By 
modern standards, this is of course 
a paltry explosive force; a mere 
200 kilotons; but by way of compen­
sation, the missiles are highly mob­
ile, and highly accurate. They can 
be launched from the baok of a lorry, 
and can strike to within thirty 
metres of h target 4000 km. away 
(though if they were ever launched, 
a few would no doubt go astray, 
and crash-land in London, or 
Strasbourg, or wherever).

NATO stresses the 'counter­
force' role of Cruise, whioh will be 
aimed, not at cities ('soft targets 
Carter called them the other day), 
bat at the silos whioh house Soviet 
ICBMs (inter-continental ballistio 
missiles). Now it may seem better 
to destroy missiles than to kill 
people, but the killing of people 
remains the real aim; for the goal 
of the Cruise strategy is to enable 
'our' ICBMs to speed towards an

who will now be in no 
' , If the 

tactic 'works', victory will oonsist 
in the frying, orushing and

Of
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bases - are being envisaged). 
Strenuous efforts have brought the 
Soviet Union to a position of near­
parity of late; but now, with the 
Cruise programme f the USA is exploit­
ing its lead in micro-electronics 
to open up a new gap.

Still. Soviet missiles in 
Europe are very deadly and menacing, 
and the SS-20 programme, though not- 
strategically comparable to Cruise, 
is an escalation of the arms build­
up, since these new missiles are 
an 'improvement' on those they are 
replacing.

The argument about levels of 
'conventional' forces is even more 
bedevilled by problems of definition. 
Are we to count tanks (Soviet 
numerical advantage), or anti-tank 
weapons (clear NATO superiority)? 
How much difference does it make that 
Soviet troops must also be deployed 
in the East, especially on the Chinese 
border? When claims are made about 
levels of spending, how is the 
'exchange rate' fixed? The defence 
correspondent of The Economist, 
writing in NATO Review of October
1975, surveyed the evidence and 
concluded that 'NATO could probably 
fight the Warsaw Pact to a standstill 
in a conventional war in Central 
Europe'. There is no reason to 
think that this judgement needs 
revising today.

It should be said, finally, that 
the Soviet Union and her allies have 
seemed more willing than the NATO 
powers to negotiate on arms reduct­
ions. Brszhnev's offer of talks, 
without preconditions, on European 
'theatre' nuclear weapons has gone 
unheeded in Washington. It is the 
US Congress which is preventing 
ratification even of the paltry 
'limitations' imposed by SALT II. A 
less generally known fact: it was the 
Soviet Union and its allies who 
tabled, at the 1979 session of the 
UN Disarmament Committee, a document 
proposing negotiations on 'halting 
the manufacture of all types of 
nuclear weapons and their gradual 
reduction until ultimate destruct-

The NATO powers united to 
block discussion of this move.

One goal of the disarmament 
movement in Britain must be to force 
our politicians to publicise, and 
respond to, such diplomatic 
initiatives. How can we know 
whether they are made in good faith, 
if we dismiss them at the outset?

A rather more popular theme with 
our Great Free Press, this raises 
complex questions both about Soviet 
foreign policy objectives and about 
the real stats of their military 
hardware.

Some people argue that the
Soviet Union is an expansionist 
power, bent on conquest; others, that 
it is concerned with an essentially 
defensive strategy in a hostile 
world context. But whichever view 
we take, nuclear weapons are not 
the answer. If Britain ever used 

e *-hem, she would ensure her own 
estruction. ■ Nuclear bases in this 

country make us a certain target; 
and our possession of them only 
makes it easier for the Kremlin 
hawk3 to win increases in the 
Soviet defence budget. Western 
pressure for disarmament will make 
it harder for those hawks (and for 
their Pentagon counterparts), and 
will strengthen the Russian people 
in their struggle for peace, which 
they desire as much as we do. It 
must be said, too, that any threat 
from Soviet expansionism is more 
tolerable than the certain and 
imminent danger of further nuclear 
escalation.

On the matter of the build-up 
of Soviet armed forces, we can offer 
no more than some general comments: 
for a full treatment, see the list 
of pamphlets. The history of the 
nuclear arm3 race is the history of 
nach power's constant, and contin- 
.ally frustrated, attempt to 

establish a 'decisive' advantage 
over its adversary. It may be 
said that this idea of 'advantage' 
is incoherent, for the ultimate 
strategy remains one of MAD 
(military shorthand for Mutually 
Assured Destruction) - whoever 
begins a nuclear war condemns 
themselves to certain death. For 
all that, advantage continues to be 
8ought. The USA has in general 
enjoyed a lead of some years over 
the USS?., both in terms of total 
number of warheads (not missiles) , 
and in terms of the accuracy with 
which they can be targeted (a very 
important factor if 'counter-force' 
strikes - i.e, strikes on missile 

—---------------------------- ---- -
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along with the rest of Europe, but in 
which the ultimate stage, massive 
US-Soviet ICBM exchange and the 
ensuirg Mutually Assured Destruction, 
would be averted. Other experts, 
such as Lord Mountbatten and Lord 
Zuckerman, have dismissed this as 
fantasy, and insisted that any use 
of nuclear weapons is bound to lead 
to 'the final holocaust'. The idea 
of a 'limited' nuclear war (limited 
to Europe, with its tens of millions 
of people) is indeed absurd. But that 
is not to say that no general or 
politician believes in it.

How unreal, how cut off from all 
reason or reality, the 'rationale' 
of nuclear strategy is growingI It 
is to be hoped that those who are 
Y<ell paid for dreaming up these 

. nightmares do still realise that to 
initiate any one of their 'scenarios' 
would be to terminate human history. 
It is to be hoped that the gamblers 
of the world's military games-rooms 
remember that they are engaged in 
a gigantic bluff. But the passage 
from one kind of bluff to another 
oan have consequences for the real 
world; and in the case of Cixd.se, the 
consequences are immediately 
threatening to us all. Cruise is 
the oonorete result, the materialis­
ation, of those irrational and 
dangerous figments called 'pre­
emptive oounter-fcrce strike 
capability' and 'European theatre 
nuolear war'. If it is deployed, 
mutual fear and suspicion will 
greatly inorease, the risks of 
accidental world suicide will 
heighten, and we shall have taken 
one more step along the path whioh 
leads to the abyss.

Cixd.se
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"If a way out of the political dilemmas we now face u,not negotiated, our 
leaders will certainly learn that there is no technical road to victory in the 
nuclear arms race. Both sides are bound to lose such a race, a race in which 
there is no finishing post Defeat is indivisible in a war of nuclear weapons."

Lord Zuckerman, Government Chief Scientific Adviser 1964 1971, 
in a Times article, 21 January, 1980.
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"Senior officials have never known such close ministerial interest in their 
'doomsday' activities. Mrs Margaret Thatcher has already been through the 

steps she would have to take to launch a Polaris missile strike in response to 
a Russian nuclear attack on the United Kingdom,"

Times, 26 February, 1980.

(iii) ’The disarmament movement 
should avoid messing in politics, 
which only causes splits and 
detracts from its power.’

This is an unrealistic position, as 
we have just argued. But it is 
equally unrealistic to pretend 
that there must be complete 
political concord between those who 
work for disarmament. The disarmament 

vement oanr.ot be apolitical, but
it will not be politically 
homogeneous. What is essential 
is that we should remember that 
differences among ourselves are 
the natural differences of 
democratic allies; and that they 
are as nothing to the gulf which 
divides us all fx-om the nuclear 
generals and their political 
confederates .
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The money required 
to provide adequate 
food, water, education, 
health and housing 
for everyone in the world 
has been estimated , 
,t $17 billion a year. 

It is a huge sum of money
about as

much as
the world
spends on 
arms every 
two weeks.

(i) ’The ordinary people of the 
world are not divided on the need 
for disarmament, especially nuclear 
disarmament. The real enemy,
everywhere, is the military machine 
and its associated government 
elite.’

h</>

(id) ’To focus on the issue of 
arms is to take hold of the wrong­
end of the stick. The priority 
is to attack the structure of 
society that breeds an arms 
economy and thrives on the 
possibility of war.’

It is certainly right to point out 
that the bomb dees not exist in 
isolation. The struggle fox* dis­
armament must be at the same time 
a struggle against some of the 
most powerful forces within the 
world’s ’advanced’ societies. 
But it is just fox- this reason that

-People should not be defeatist or powive in the face of the 
arms race. Obey should redouble their efforts to mobilise the 
world's public again*! the nuclear threat. In the event of a 
nuclear war between the superpowers, from 25m to I (Him 
people would die immediately, and many more would die 
later as a result of secondary effects and incurable diseases. 
Hundreds of cities would be destroyed.__________________ __

it does make sense to begin with 
arms: here, after all, is something 
so grossly wrong, and at the same 
time so threatening, that literally 
millions of people may yet be 
mobilised against it. If the mass 
movement to get rid of nuclear 
weapons can succeed, immediate 
benefits - economic and political 
- will follow, both nationally and 
globally.

It must also be said that, since 
all longer-term aspirations and 
more specific goals are imperilled 
by the existence of nuclear weapons, 
we need to ask whether such goals 
and aspirations (personal or 
political) may not have to take 
second place to the struggle for 
survival.

But there are grounds for hope. 
Cruise is not due until 1983. We 
can keep it out. Fear of public 
protest partly explains the secrecy 
which surrounded the decision, 
which was made, not in Parliament, 
but in a Brussels meeting of a NATO 
committee. Despite the sluggish 
indifference of most MPs, and 
despite the virtual 3ilence of most 
of the media, the anti-Cruise 
campaign is large and active,
disarmament groups are founded every 
week; CND’s national offices are 
flooded with mail.

Norway and Denmark have said NO 
to Cruise. Left groups and Church 
organisations have mobilised massive 
popular pressure and forced the 
Dutch and Belgian governments to 
put off their acceptance. Italy 
is insisting that the US sign 
SALT II before she will have 

<-Cruise; and pressure of public 
opinion is unlikely to rest 
content with this compromise. 
’Only Britain,’ wrote E.P. Thompson 
in Protest and Survive, ’has been 
yawring on its way to Armageddon.’ 
Eut since he wrote those words, 
people have been waking up here too.

The debate on nuclear weapons is 
moving into the centre of British 
official politics; it is also 
taking place among the various groups 
who have made up the alternative 
political culture of the last 
fifteen years. In either context, 
the political status and implications 
of the disarmament movement will be 
the subject of discussion. Here, 
we consider a few of the likely 
claims and counter-cleims.
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WHAT CAN WE DO ?

INFORM YOURSELF

But information is available. Here

four weeks.

Hc_w Many Me re?, by Dan Smith and D. Griffiths; 30p. Specially

annual summary of work of

45p. Some copies may be

%

ACT INDIVIDUALLY
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Tbv.ards, the Final Abyss?, by Professor Michael Per. tn; 
relevant to the debate on Soviet/SATO force levels.

detailed on the international nuolear power/nuclear weapons link-up.

STFRI Brochure 1980 (prioe not known) : annual summary of work of 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.

the cruellest oorfidence trick, by Philip Bolsover;
Read this if you think it’s worth campaigning for ’better’ shelters: 

it will disillusion you.

ACT COLLECTIVELY

Civil Defence: 
4Cp»

Throughout this artiole, we have been emphasising that all those opposed 
to the nuclear arms race must now act against it. In Britain, it is 
particularly vital that we keep Cruise out; otherwise, we may be 
annihilated before the decade is out. We must also campaign for
Trident to be scrapped, and for British unilateral nuclear disarmament. 
But what people want to know is: what can we do?

We must avoid duplication of effort, and we must exohange ideas. We 
need to work together on organising and publicising meetings, events, 
demonstrations; on distributing leaflets and petitions; on arranging 
lobbies, pickets and protests.

25p • Especially

Newsletter of the Arms and Disarmament Information Unit: avaltable free 
(but send 15p for postage) from ADIU, SPRU, Uhiversity of Sussex, Palmer, 
Brighton, Sussex. NB if funds are not forthcoming, this Unit will be 
dosing shortly.

Overkill, by John Cox;- a full-length book, which can be ordered 
from bookshops. Costs £1, published by Peacock Books (Penguins).

Notes on exterminism, the last stage of civilisation’: this is an essay 
by E.P. Thompson and is addressed particularly to the left in Britain. 
See the August New Left Review (no. 121), which is available from Public 
House Bookshop, Little Preston Street.

It is no use relying on the media. 7 ‘ ‘
is a list of the pamphlets we’ve used in writing this; Send to 
national CUE for them, and add. 1'5p for postage: see below for address, 
but remember they are very busy, and you will have to wait three or

Raise the issue, and discuss it seriously, at work and among friends. 
Put people in touch with each other, and with the disarmament 
organisations. Tbaohers, aotors, musicians are all. in a position to 
reaoh a wide audienoe.

People aotive in political parties, trade unions, the women^s and gay 
rights movements can make sure that the issue of nuolear war becanes a 
focus of discussion and activity.

Everyone should write to the local and national press (form groups 
to oover several papers), to radio correspondence spots (PM, Any Answers) , 
to MPs (House of Commons, Westminster, London, SW11), to local councillors. 
Editors and politicians must be made aware that they have a new public 
opinion to reokon with;

Pretest and Survive, by E.P. Thompson; 4-5p. Some copies may be 
available locally: try Beal’s, Solstice, Infinity Fodds. Protest 
and Survive is to be reissued, together with other artioles, as a 
Penguin Special this autumn.
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