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BLOOD MONEY . J
Uld you know that the NHS gives
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of charge and that they then use it

to ring up the tills? Well, neither BUFA........page 1 & 3

iid I, and I'm a blood donor. LETTERS....... )l"l?" . :
As someone who is totally opposed KIM DISPUTE. s v s )-p age 1 & 4

to the idea of private medicine, 1  NURSERY SCHOOLS/WHITEHAWK REPAIRS MEETING....page 5 2

jon't see why I should subsidise it s A oneco s < DRERL & 6 [[B““Anv

nd this piece will, 1 hope, combine ‘ FUTURE OF THE RESOURCE CENTRE........ Dage 7
with a campaign starting locally to NATURAL HEALTH IN BRIGHTON......page 8 5
highlight the situation. Until a LES MOSS.......page 9

suitable financial arrangement is

worked out - and someone out there

may want to question the whole idea "n ’3 4“ nnwner Sl "nve

of keeping the privileged going in b

this way = I suggest that left-wing
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THE QUEEN'S
AWARD FOR
EXPORT
ACHIEVEMENT

THE LONG SUFFERING TENANTS AT WHITE-
HAWK HAVE FINALLY GIVEN NOTICE TO
'HE COUNCIL THAT THEY INTEND USE
COURTS TO ENFORCE THEIR TENANCY
AGREEMENTS AND GET REASONAELE
REPATIRS CARRIED OUT ON THE ESTATE.
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microelectronics this is an in-
valuable compendium, but less
useful for those new to the

sub ject.

-,

Ihe Worldwatch Paper is a thick-
1sh pamphlet which offers a worlde~

wide survey of microelectronics

and 1ts effects on employment.

Like other contributors to this
series, Colin Norman offer a
readable vet erious analysi!
with carefully chosen example:
and tatistics. An excellent
introduction from a 'think-tank’
whose predictions in the past
have often proved surprisingly
correct,

Conclusion: Forester for the
speclalists; CSE for unionists; H

Norman for anyone who wants a
general introduction.
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Year of the Disabled

Les Moss....

«seshas been a socialist and
labour movement activist all his
life. At 79 his struggle continues.
Les is campaigning against a
system which has left him with one
leg and prevents him leading an
active, independent retirement.

His full story is told in Live and
Learn®* produced with Queenspark
Books. In a recent interview with
Brighton Voice, Les spoke of his
continuing fight for everyone 1in
his position - "I am not a special
case",

Compensation

In 1967 Les went into Brighton
General Hospital for a hernia
operation. He ended up having his
leg amputated: Prescription of a
dangerous drug, medical negligence,
official indifference and obstruoct-
ion 15 exposed in detail in the book.

Since then Les has battled for
redress, At his most recent meeting
with the health authorities he
demanded £10,000 compensation. They
"seemed to think it was a lot of
money", but they promised to settle
the matter. Months went by. Only
after Les caused a "rumpus® at the
hospital did he get a letter. The
letter warned him to desist from
direct action and it also over-
turned all the earlier negotiations.
"It put us back to where we started"
said Les, "they hope its all goling
to fade out'.

After 13 years Les is still waiting
for compensation. He believes he 1is
being victimised for his past
political activities. He was an
activist in the Brighton Labour Party
from 1929, "at a time when there were
very few Labour Party members in the
area."

For Les the fight goes on, but not
just for himself = "I'm trying to
make a breakthrough for others = and
there are a lot of others".

Chiropody Services

These services are vital to allow

Les to keep walking properly. His
remaining foot has given him terrible
pain in the past because of the
pressure it is put under. From 1971

he was sent by his doctor to the Royal

Sussex County Hospital's outpatient
department for chiropody.

Recently, the appointments system has

been changed. Les sees this as an
attempt to run down the service. In

the past, patients simply had the time
of thelr next appointment written down

once they had seen the chiropodist,
Now they have to write and ask for an

appointment when they '"feel" they need

one.
Les objected to the new system, He

ar(l,l“.'h tha(. tt i.‘i (1(‘11‘)0['“[‘(.1)! C(')nfus-

ing and obscure for old people =
“"vou're not so efficient wvhen you're
79", "Its a system designed to stop
people going there = that's its sole
purpose, And its done by getting old
people to pay for a stamp to write up
just to see if they can get further
chiropody",

The last time Les went for treatment,
the chiropodist sald:

"1f you don't agree to Keep writing
up, I wont cut your toenalils.,"

Les refused and he was refused
treatment! Since then the hospital

. W

has made a "concession" - Les has
been given 6 pre-paid envelopes! But
he 1s objecting against the system
itself.

Les believes that fewer people will
use the service and this will be used
to justify more cuts. "I want to go
back to the ‘old system - with more
people employed".

Invalid Cars

On three occasions Les' application
for a car was rejected. Fortunately
he knew Denis Hobden, then Labour MP
for Kemptown, who took up his case
and he got a car. Les 1s concerned
about people who are not in such a
lucky position.

The car allowed Les to be relatively
mobile despite his amputation. Using
his engineering skills he maintained
the car and ad justed the engine to
improve the mileage. He was able to
get 70 miles to the gallon. Every
vear his "179" car was replaced,
even though Les reckons he could
have kept it on the road for 5 years.
However, the DHSS is phasing olQt
this make. They replaced Les' car
with a "P70". But this only does 23
mpeg. So Les has to pay over three
times as much for petrol. In a four
month period it cost him an extra
£51. Les once had a three wheeler
Reliant that welighed 10cwt, carried
4 passengers agd which did 47 miles
to the gallon! The DHSS have not
disputed his figures.

Les has recently been promised a
179, but he is concerned about the
general policy of providing P70s,

He has talked to two other P/0
drivers. Both had two pensions!

"You imagine a pensioner trying to
run a car giving only 23 miles to
the gallon"

Menawhile, Les is still waiting for
his P70 to be replaced...

The Campaign

Les Moss' story 1is one of struggple -
often with the support of activists
in the Queen's Park Comminity Assoc=
lation. Les 1s continuing the fight
for people - like him = who have
suffered at the hands ot the
welfare state. "I'm Crying to re-
cruit anyone who will assist me in
any way"'.
He 1s fighting for
* adequate compensation for medical
negligence
* a decent chiropody service
* economic invalid cars for all in
need
[f you can help Les in his campalgn,
write to him ¢/o Queenspark Books,
71 Richmond Street, Prighton.

For Les progress 1s possible
“"only if there are enough working
people united in action agalnst the
lories, REAL action'". That's Les

' message for the YEAR OF THE

MOSSs

DISABLED .

*Live and Learn, a life and struggle
for progress (Queenspark Book 7)
from good bookshops. FPrice 00p,

ations technology.

Telephone tapping is not 1itself
illegal.The laws which apply to it do
so only incidentally. For example, the
telephone tapper may be prosecuted for
stealing electricity, tresspassing or
mis-using post office equipment, but
not actual tapping. Data collection on
individuals 1s almost completely legal.

Government bodies have approp=-
riated the right to tap telephones and
collect information on people in the
course of their other functions. Though
not acting illegally (usually)
not actually illegal (usually), these
activities are not positively sanction-
ed by legislated authority and are
therefore not accountable to Parliam-
ent or the courts. Most European coun-
tries provide some protection to
people from such activities, Not Britain.

British law and government policy
on such matters allows far less rights
to its people than other European coun-
tries. Thus when the agreement which
allows individual appeal to the court
in Strasbourg over breaches of the
European Human Rights Convention came
up for renewal in January, 1t was
strongly opposed by the Home Office.
Co-incidentally, the Home Office is
Britain's most frequent defendant in
the court.

A police state is one in which
all political problems and social unrest
are redefined as problems of law and
order. As an example of a police state
one need look no further than the North
of Ireland. This is the most closely
monitored soclety in the whole world.

It is the British State's laboratory

for developing techpiques of population

control and repression in this countrys;

witness, for example, the concept behind
SPG's.

The advocates of modern technology
and its application to phone tapping,
data collection etc emphasise tLwo points;
firstly, its value in maintaining law
and order, protecting 'ordinary' cit=

izens against criminals and terror-
ists; and secondly, in facilitating

the Z'\l['iJ and efficient exchange o1
information which modern society needs.

The new technology does, of course,
bring many real benefits. But what price
are we prepared to pay for security and
efficiency?

There is an urgent need for stricter
control and legal or parliamentary
accountability over phone tapping; re-
strictions on information exchange
between files without people's Know-
ledge or consent; and access for indiv-
iduals to any information on themselves.

The Post Office Engineering Union
who are very concerned about these prob-
lems would like to see:i-

1) A definite authorised power CO
tap, which is accountable

2) Full annual reports to Parliament
3) An independent body to deal with
allegations of tapping

4) People to be informed once the tap
is terminated

5) Licensing of private detectives
6) new penalties for DURgRLINg

7) The right to sue over individual
tapping or DURRLNE

8) Less secrecy

Why is the British government so reluc-
tant to allow these things when other
countries have them,

Several attempts have been made to
change British law.:=

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ENVIRONMENT WEEK

FEBRUARY l6th - Z21st

Students at the University are
planning an environment week in an
effort to let students andd the
people of Brighton know a little
DiC more about the massive

ecological problems facing us
this century.

EVERYONE 1S WELCOME

On Mon, l16th there will be a
‘die~in' at lunchtime around

the campus, and in the evening
the film 'Children of Hiroshima'
will be shown. On Tuesday the

CND group are organising a debate
on the morality of mnuclear
weapons. Also films will be
shown in the Debating Chamber

in Falmer House at 7pm.
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Being the contimuation of an article in last month'
Voice in which we looked at telephone tapping and the y
potential for surveillance and information gathering
on people,created by new computer and telecomminic-

4

-

A Labour MP is introducing a bill
to make phone tapping illegal except
under certain specified conditions.

The Lords have given an unopp-
osed second reading to a Bill of Rights
which seeks to incorporate the European
Convention of Human Rights into British
law.

The second second reading of Clement
Freud's Official Information Bill was
passed unopposed in the Commons on
January 1979. It lapsed because of the
General Election, but many MPs of all
parties have made renewed calls for a
freedom of information act.

A Freedom of Information Bill is
now going through the Commons

A Freedom of Information Bill,
sponsored by Labour MP Frank Hooley is
now going through the Commons with all
party backbench support and will have
1ts second reading on February 26th.

An elaborate case is being drawn
up by senior Whitehall officials to
help ministers argue that a Freedom
of Information act would be expensive

and need extra civil servants to admin-
ister.

The significancé of Whitehall's
manoeuvres is that they show that civil

servants are worried that the supporters
of the bill may succeed.

There 1s hope.

In the Commons debate in Jamiary
1970, it was commonly agreed that Britain
already has the most secretive and closed
system of government in the world out=-
side the Soviet Unton. How long before
Britain takes first place? A compre-
hensive set of laws is need urgently
Lo protect individuals, preserving
or extending what 1s left of our pol-
itical rights and democratic freedoms,

and make the state more accountable for
iLS activities.

Further information:=-

On official phone tapping:

the NEW STATESMAN carried several art-
icles 1n Spring 1980 written by Duncan
Campbell who, incidently, used to be a

member of BRIGHTON VOICE collective.

On tapping, data collection ahd general
electponic survelllance:

TAPPING THE TELEPHONE by Roger Darlimgton
From POEU, 15 Brunswick Road, N> lAN

Also -

Ackroyd, Margolis, Rosenhead and
Shallice, THE TECHNOLOGY OF POLITICAL
CONTROL FPluto Press

Tony Bunyon THE POLITICAL POLICE IN
BRIGHTON,Quarter

And a new book by Crispen Aubrey WHO'S
RATCHING YOU, Penguin

VOICE readers will be pleasced to
learn that System X (the horrors of
which were fully revealed in the last
VOICE ) comes to Shoreham in 1985.

[f you have a bad line, you are almost
certainly not being tapped. If you are
being tapped, organise an imaginary
demonstration over the phone and see
how many Police TUrN UPscessssnsssnnss

no's

‘

A Special environment fair i
being planned for Wednesday,
with environment groups fros
srighton and the campus
taking part. In the evening
a film called *Rat Race!

.

Students are also rlatxnl':;]
hold a sponsered sSit=in in

5

nuclear fall-out shelter during

5
thursday and in the evening the
riranhas will be appearing. lhis,

together with the Enviro fair will
bé 1n Mandella Hall in conjunction
with the ‘RocK Goes To Collepge!
PLORT Anme .,

Finally, on frid \Y, there will Le a
bop till you drop, probably i
the Crypt.,
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