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WHO IS THIS (OTHER) IDIOT? ‘
1t always amages me how bureaucrats have such an unerring instinct for
making fools of themselves; this month's prize example is Ken foung, the
natchet-man recently appointed Director of Social Services.
The subject of his tantrum is a mildly-amusing poem published in the :
Brighton staff newsletter, which dares to mention such unmentionables as
cuts, redundancies, the Chairperson of the Social Services Committee and,
of course, himself.
Now, you might think that anyone who can raise a laugh out of that lot
deserves a rise, but Ken isn't heavily into humour and has expressed
"extreme disquiet" at the whole matter. local boss Peter Atkins was
delegated to deal with the miscreants and, as might be expected from an
"SMASH THE HEALTH SERVICE", SAY TORIES ex-vicar, sermonised at length on the poem which (he had been told tosay )
was "inaccurate and in poor taste, showing insensitivity to the problems
Last month I wrote about the NHS giving away donors' blood to privat: facing both members(i.e. Councillors) and staff and unfair to the Chairman".
>11Nni1cs 10r them TO make a profit out ofy this month the news is even worse. Whether he really believes this nonsense will probably never be Known,
he Governmment has ssnt a Circular to all Area Health Authorities as the sermon seems to have been ordered as some sort of loyalty test,
"urging™ them to send NHS patients to private clinics — with us footing before he could seocure a job in the new, super-drooper slimmed-down
St s . E =9 : Department. Whatever the answer, it looks
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WHAT ELSE IS ON
INFO & LOTS LOTS MORE

40 Gowper St H

. . "J - . . .
D6 D1ld. 1T 18 also proposing "joint planning"™ with the private sector, RN » like Social Services workers are
, t ' th S e : 1N a pretty iserable ¢
| : 1 \ 10 1‘ i 0O0I'V1CE w( .A]:: -ZL’]I En‘r‘:xtel‘\’ .'"ZC“TIOC ¢ céertaln or > PAK t V*\ mlserac ]' v1Me . ——— e ————— e —— e |

NOTTSUCHAGOODIDEA

-~ . f 1 %) . . ] > < — 3 - y v P~ - ~ v . . : % 4
. * v 4 WCadlivld CAalo, ACAVI1II ell p. vAa Lt SO0 LOI +0 \'lp ANd 1Nt a Tﬁon\\p\)lg

-
.
> T

Vel " il : QO 1N Jjury, he circular also s uggests se 11 LION off
. . N we +n . 2 1 . 4 = -~ 3 L. ant b ¢ ~ on — 3 A 2n el K== ‘ e . 2 - . 3 " g > o ‘2" - ‘ . : 5 .
: pitalt nose closed by the cut: to the profiteers., Ashfield Comprehensive School, Labour Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for Kemp Town, the VOICE discussed some of the issues with him.

' : AT o h e - : N 2 10 . 2 S 3110 . . 1S ; o as : ~S. &
e T e in Nottinghamshire, has improved The following 1s a shortened version but we have tried to reproduce his views as accurately as possibl
its appalling truancy record By

mtamd .Y , o T . T ok AT o 4 - " o ¢ ] v - ’ e MY Yyroy . _ . . ¥ ~
‘ itention is very lear: the most profitable areas will be hived giving away ice-creams to the class - NOW TURN TO PAGE THREE
@ ri D1 e which, ubsidised' by our money and using ex-NHS :

: 3 : . o9 . ' 94 . . O
_ , | | wWith the best atbtendance; local
£ /N 1YY ' - . ~ ¢ " 4 5 "'.L’f-) ’ ™ \"‘1’ " 't" e’ “"()V‘Ol\iu37‘r‘. l(‘)'\flV]‘;‘ 3

- , . i - : - . E : i e BN 2 AW FFEY . "' 4 a . » _ . A \ -~ 5 - 'i _ » * -~ \h )7‘\" . s ol > Y - . . f' \d
teachers are congratulating them—

jisintegsrating a lemol sed Health Service t 'O with the "residue™ e
: ° . 5 1 )¢ N . . \) A - p( s YV h r' : A G -‘-" 1 \'r(‘ :-' \-‘r; .; : I‘\'l ! 1 l "‘.Y] t L “1.‘.7‘ . : > i .'. : v . A : % o > R s . 3 - . '
’ y > -— , el . . > »on - ' ’ ' ‘ '
2 . -_ 3 9 U t 2 ;‘ L t. I“ W ) € % t’ :‘:vuﬂ' : ‘JU M ¢ ! : - { ' 3 . : X 3 SRR e . ™= S . —
{\Ol lijx\urt’ t".lt o KI‘"l".' 1:» .";'" lUJs— - -‘:,‘ - :.: ._.Ll:'.ﬁ; ----- - | ‘ _ - - ‘ - Z v' .',“ . - ' - ‘ -
T 1 1 - - ] ’ -y ‘ . > . "y Y X . ; - - -
A {'T, NOBODY WILI ons were worth taking part in, the L 3 | T T o 2 o '
- \ A : : 1s to prc 31 . 8  _cea -~ U L (e TR SRS RS e
~ | oney in the bank. he ' nress., ¢ - TRy A i, A Thao . =it UPPER MARKET STREET, HOVE.
x D =2 ‘ ) t ' * l 3 . ': - . . ,:.i..-i..:...":_:: \:._::‘: o= | . A ‘AR o :'. ..'. : . . '.-. . . . . e 4 k - e . 2 | x < e ’ . :::.. ’ 4
. 5 - . 5 ‘\ » t l “0' . ¢! 5 : i .‘ X ::: ': -.‘- | -: 3 .::::E:. .:.: \ : .: . ‘ : "j.'_. ' : . .:’u :: . ‘ 2 : ' y ' . . ' . . : b . . : .. "
St - he public's watchdog. W bkt | . O M1 PV NG
N "1y ' ’ : ) ’) '\: ; ‘.T o ) vo' E : X : f '.::: : ...'::. P, ‘. .'-;‘.._ . . | )
1 et T, G P ‘ e |
e ——————— =, a RS - R = ‘. & o, | .
- ' ) : . , - . ;.::_"-‘ | .' -;. f~:. "\-."' : e : 3
- L e ' R B S N A0 e A . N ' S ' ~
' - . AL e g : % . .
' e T B - . Y & i |
: . .' ’::?.. ' v.‘:‘ '- ..; » " -. " e > ' | :'.; ¥ . . : o e . ) . - . +
AR g - 3 - : i N\ R+ hﬁf& ”;}&liu S L } . v - ' <& | e .:;5% > _p— —
A\ g : . :< ‘;:j' .‘. . ‘ | | ‘*‘:' > » % & | | | S 5 3
- - — — - ) ° N [y Ol o X {3y o ' b
: : toT r- | b 5% . W N, O T
- : ’ ’ : . Y C E N R E
. ) N :
> : . r - : 3 . n 4 | —~
. T A THE RECENT WRANGLES AT BRIGHTON AND
. ides. what ‘ : HOVE'S OLD MARKET ARTS CENTRE ——
. LEAKED TO THE GAZETTE BY A DISTLLUS-
:  HOW ‘ SIURFRR * . 10ONED MEMBER OF ITS CCUNCIL OF MAN-
; . ne ACEVENT, BELIEVED TO BE ADRTA!
- ! 0} g Al been g1 . | | A : g \ AUD W
. B | , R riee T AT ey ST R a B - e — - " | B SLATER — HAVE HAD ONE POSITIVE
. : ~ N2 . e 1 ent tal wsterious new group has bheen RGN ' R S | e £ T SRR o3 R B, T ' AT | ™ Ao -
ggling along wi ‘ Emp1oyment Defonc e iy TN g g~ . U 1% SAAY V.. L | | ~ OUTCCME. AT LEAST MOST OF US- HAVE
i | ployms nd Defenci ¥3 + fallv +H Nt e SRR AR | e T % ‘N F S VYVeE B 4 oA e e
2 - v N ™ " ¢ Ty — — ')' 3 - 3 i 3 : 2 a2 L0 e O . :‘ 1 . J l : t ' ATl n‘:“ : ‘-‘ : ' < . & . 3 O Nt ‘.'v.-'j'.:.‘ ‘-‘..j"' o S .;“.:':‘.‘ b e 8 ;.' ' . N : ‘ ‘\ s 2 . >, A D K-':\ L'.';r':.:.: Aﬂ;.le CE‘ OB:AC . S EXIsm'CE
. : L - e 1 . W - OuL LIt loyment problems in East Sussex". o e S . L $ .' R e e A S -y SR, B e FOR THE FIRST TIME, DESFITE St
| - - 's evi t | — . T . ¥ i e © 4 R 4 | : FR T T FOR THE I TIME, DESFITE SUBSE-
. ' rer o sel ing unem : 'he group will be co-ordinated Ay Yy L N A\ Y > W S\ Y, QUENT ATTEMPTS TO CLOSE RANKS AND
taling 3 nov iair- | s 4ANgG ' Rol - ROve: Mo have Rhaoy nantal aPfParnta o : S ST P b g g S R R T RS e o LN . o e o E T 9 - P ;
| - | o S0k - yee. 'here have been special effort: by the county's Social Services s R DYy A G, B B L F .Y P DENY A CRISIS, SOMETHING IS OEVIOUS-
! A § A N y : ——

't ] . - .‘ 1 f’:' 5 Y" : L4 - 0- O ) 0\’(’ , o ,' 13 Y, . or " : . ’.:,{_. ‘ {‘} -.mO .'..', . : < ’ ,‘y A "lt‘ ‘ \ :' s 1~L. ,‘7'(, & | I tl 'L t‘_-l\" ‘ {‘ v --.‘ '....-'f'.,<.-- f-'.i. ..-.. _' - . k2 ?.‘.::. .-‘ -‘- S . i '-':'-'._‘.*..\ ) .« R . X e - pasi ~ AT ~ — - . °
dea. I strongly urge ali ol you ©To bull in the present economic sit- this group for some time(see for £ . t1 p]. ' Pe S 1J na R R T N s NG S B _ LY GOING ON BEHIND THE IMPOSING
‘ famm s | o e e e e e NS e irom the Plar 2 arsonnel and ' P NERROONEAR s X 13 E :
te for the whole range of PN, e A B BT e DX AT St Rl AR ot i N Sttt el a st e Fades Al v | RESTORED FACADE WEICE DOMINATES
: ) o R SN e, = ot e A Sl A S tducation Depts. There will also be e . G N : b B ¢ - UFPER MARKET STREET IN HOVE. BRIGHTON
) g7 L S - SN “ 5 e N St e ALY >y ‘ il & - -
% id members nominated by the Sussex T RWANL A NTEN R | VOICE SET OUT TO FENETRATE THE CRACKS
! ' a2k ! . o™V . A58 R . ¥ ,.\ ."‘ : .;.‘: 0 ":ﬁ . o NN N N NN N > >~ -~ - .
nstabulary. . | A IN THE AREA'S LEAST-USED COMMUNITY

* 19

- _— A

] ‘;/\ - ‘- 11" .~. -
LG C L1 0I5 1 CLUa g Ol

- . - - . 'S | | . . " " 4} ’ s B+
‘ o) . ‘ ! > NOW Wi zt

bJ
.
i
>
-
.
-
~

.

bd @
b
-
-
——
-4
-

: AMEe DE1Oore to do? Re-educate the .r‘.vrnplo;;«-«if

" "
) .

3 - » . - pa— ‘ . » - » 1 1 ! .r' S ] r-' . ry . ',' - 4 3 - . ) . £ ‘
ral ATrowsmith was glven an absolute +P il . s LOCK them up: And why are.there no

g F : .
- - J
. . . r . » N -
« . \ : N N .
N - S\ 5\ . L . b D
: i N . ":.- : : e . &N - " . ~
- 2 - -' L/ B
_ - T‘ - o o 4 ' A 'y ’ - a4 - -Q‘l'
. > : : 171 - : . o yo . ' »
B - . > .4 . » - —— . " 2 A - ) 2 ¢ . v > v - > n w9 . . v “ o ‘ o™ . Y Y \ ~
. - (:"i:. — ’ :")'- ’!’ r““t— Md&’ll. !r'ir“ - - t .l - - ~. > - ' ) ?A\l ‘.b. -‘ . .' Uv.l ‘_, Z‘ ‘. A‘ » \1.7. ’\)rl:
" v ) a2t . : . . : . : b . - . 4 . 4" 5 3 4 g .
| y . » - . - . ' ) e 5 . . . ol Y . - . - ™ 4 ! . ’
| il ln london on Yanuary 1Z2 atter ' : . ) ) YOOI I'ejlevansy Organlilsactl ons i )
. : : . ) ) ) v Yy, v ! P . ’ _ 1 '
) . » ) T » . — . vy . . L : 3 ] : 81 ) % | ! 4 —_ > - . . . ¢ ) ~
MAC AU LIV AUl LY O | rl.'.l.'ldl Al . . A " . i A y AN 0L 2115 LAl a \ Ol Call :
. . - . - : : . - ! | ! | ! ‘ - ) 4 | : - 1 T - . 4 ) . ) A » ) ) :
i perspex ( lock whilch had Deen - 4 . s A ve ~ o) & MU B! DETLEY f}. W e ,), ‘.!‘(»;» L | \ J
’ . “r i - ! ’ | 4 $ . ! E - FI016 T i deMmzIz) el 14 .
i 1 A i,'l Al \J/ -"‘f.' sdaraen +Lal - . : v S wav ) o A LAllU o 0o 0 0 o
- : ) 1 : p . :
Market. Pat told the stallholder it

4 A MULTINATIONAL CAN:T AFFORD

e '.-.‘~1Jr"f iway Che rniil?l’ LA el wtwa
'y

SPENDING
Ir. the December/January edition (71) of the Voice . 3

Led abusi iNa rat recurned a
Chi Moo 1 aglstiraty m
’irv.,',' ™ p ‘Y ™ ) gy 1/ ' 'R a2 : v
1;/‘_ . . '_... ’ r, ™aii A 2 ) n". -
i , , '
" ﬂm tl’g haped like a woman's open legs, wa
i deprading obecetL. rat a4l 1n court

~ e geve deétells of Bripghten Council's nlan to

-~ .

CnNCOUT AR exual violence and hou 1d
: . . . B |
e p‘ BSS No 1 e allowed o existL™,

.;l Ll . . . . X i AN : ] - N - B M N -

t ; } 1 } 3 " - - . 1
3\ ~ ! 3 'Y e ¥ : . £ i T ) . : . > S » -
w1 ld a luwxury hotel on the seafront, In NAS NOW uncovered previously unclscClos

naercurrent /“-",[i: o ""’h" | \\: " 2 t‘}it‘ mne l!lti: L" a8 tﬂ_q Q\Ctt‘\z’ t}‘c 2 Se= ;J\\ N \‘ = "\ ‘.\\:E L‘\ E\ Uk (l\
: IN AN EFFORT TODEAL] MODELLED ON M«;\é FRONT TEETH « THESE STVDA HILL GBT You WHERE You DONT WANT TORS . - timated Cf 't of the hotel hes Y = TS 1S w We Can' \ P fard! (Voice 79)
recent est eller 1n Harrods, WITH ANY PROBLEM AND QUARENTERD TD RITE INTD : SN eSN (SV8L, UL AR ODOLEL NDNAS In the article, "A Lwmury We (an't Aflord® (Voice /),

- . .

goné up from £12m to £1%n, we described how the Council was planning to ralse
ind the Lebour loan to build a "flagship" hotel which would tren be
rarty has now i lewvsed to t!

" ."_.‘ ":'/ f)."l‘)i' . ')l"'r.”itiry‘" l.‘ ﬁ

IN SIGHT \
01 op 1L 101 ' rnightsbridege, London, 1 a "budegle T N CLL AR

TV |
f ”_Tﬁﬁ\_- 7% e

. - 3 g - ~ i
he Leews Corporstion, iln the article we

' y ¥ i e ’ Efsy ~T0
’1- ar ’ -~ A ¢ ’ ) . » - _ . ) . . - N
I W * L aAc! N, N1lrroil a curt 1S » (T moved to a POSL=- raised the question of w Yy, 11 tThne hotel was such
. | | | : . | ‘ : . . - g& ... 1 \\ : :\ r—l p ! ?n o: ’ -~ t: c
.~ + i\ ’ 1[{ r ’ ’--_.- . g = ' . . " -.' . !\\t ‘—\:“v‘.~ -t 5011
i =1 - ' ,|UD; - m 18e e ?'.O*C‘l.‘
’ - " 7 A ' a l\\L“," \\\ F
' - | o) 1) i : - : d‘ /
“’ . ) ) » y ' ! '
-~ : Yy al 2B Al [) 2l ~ : ' :
; Communlity Actlion
v . r » » i 4 1 . . » l‘
y 3 » » r i - -1-
~ A me 1 ( § l ! ] . Y -
y ’ | ¥ L'y i - 1) 'L 1 | l'.? LIBl . il - Allex all "111‘ (! [‘ . l’,'rlt '“'1:“" l
: 1 . £ ' ] . . 3 - : ) ~ \ &
S rot-art -t 1By hese are the conclusions of Tecent gunmen in El alvador earlier thi - : .

. -
- — ~r ) : ‘- BERAAY
T e N ! all ITVeY Dy the International Unlion /ear were operating "undercover' - And finally a perceptive comment on ‘ 5. ' ) : . el

| | | ‘ AR B , _ e | Wl st i

-controlled nes Ln the r the Conservation of Nature and Ln other words CIA agents. The two, the Labour Fartys: "1t 15 defining

Mi chaoT Hamma A% | e . .
| L1 tion to the Natural Hesource (IUCN). Kenya lost llchael Hammer and Mark Pear Lman, LCself at long last, more clearly as

"/ : . ) i ) 4 3 e 3 ’ . .
J 4 ent ot 1 TC1ay ’ Lwo~Lhira ' T hel .-jc-;,y‘_x';l_ Detween . Lh worked 1 JI Chi American Instcit=- A s0ccl1alist I).;rty: 11 1n the Process
ng apartheld, Pritain still 19/0 and 19/8, Uganda’ elephant: iCe ror rree Labor Development LL loses some of the extreme right

(" -4 g al- - ) :
T Rer'd : "’,'1' » ak; . - "l LI T mach)i .,“._',‘Jr‘!“.,j r,)’ 'A’l"}’ A\ VO1T -", Il‘ ll)) > S | l’n LI /)']" l' !'.1' [)qn('>“>1'_gn 'Il‘.y !4)(, are l!l '.'l" neces -

y M )0 corpor at ! y Amin' retreating Ltroops. Poaching operates under the cover of the AFL- ary process of redefining thelr own
¥ f,‘ . . .
: ' i nvolve AT 11 /'/,;,'. \ & ) conducted '] !«1’;"' Zang I‘/’ Lhe ’) l.”;l)"Jr 1“!]1'[,1' L0nN. ‘,1,' l! 1on > [hl 1 S no !4)- G e a
Va 350 armed with A4~4/ rifles and other Flerce repression 1n rural areas in party now more concerned with it

[ —

; v 1( : 2 40 ) . ) - )
o modern weapons. Demand for rhino horn alvador has been carried out future than 1ts past, It will not be
r i nvestment it is currently around 8,000 kilos per inder the cloak of a phony land weakened, but will begin to grow

forelegn iLnvestment year (at about 38,700 per kilo) =~ reform ponsored by AlFlD., The CIA igailn., In the 1mmediate future there

ver 25,000 wmillion equivalent to some 2,500 rhino Del connecrion emerged during US will no doubt be a very effective
solicltor~General Wade H.McCree Jr's backlash from the right and some

Wi n /00 million rand year. ihere are no more than 20,000
Owed 1nto outh Africa Dlack rhinos and 3,500 white rhénos Latement 1in Tavour of revoking ex- things may seem to undo present

course of th ast few month in Africa, with another 1,500 of the CIA official Philip Agee's passport, gains, Just as there was no -occas-

“ | FEEL

LOUSY ...

LET'S KNOCK
A COURE OF
STREETS DOW
TODAY *

Anti~-Apartheld News three Asian specles. Time is5 running by speclal dispensation, Michael lon for euphoria after the confer-

s h

out LI rhinos are not to go the way Hammer was glven a 'hero's burial' ence, S0 there should be no despalr

Ln Tourieen ol people "Killed of the dodo. Ln Arlington National Cemetary. As 1f for a whlile some galns seem to be
Che road" 1s actually killed on ¢ the New Yogk Times pointed out, lost.,"
_ : L ) 1ate 17 5 . .
avement . Peace News arthwatch ‘boclal reformers are not often so Brighton Communist

honoureq*., Intercontinental Press

e —————- T — e et——e e e

".7 ‘.‘ 1 T T T T T T Tt LR A e A e e S S T T e T o S B A e o L s s o e S an e T T TTNTYy—
|
‘ !
k‘ I A AL ) It 2 B -

SRR R RRER R R BB R LR




A THORN IN
OUR SIDE?

Dear Brighton Voice,
What has happened to you? In fact,

what has happened to your contribut-

ors? You are supposed to be a
“"community paper", but have become
a platform for any embittered, in-
variably left-wing ideologue to
apportion blame and destroy a
changing world he or she cannot
cope with, whilst being proud to
receive a complimentary letter from

some fellow in Ireland who is pleas-

ed to see the Voice supporting the
I1.R.A. Ideologically sound? You're
1deologically dead from the neck up.
furthermore, the paper barely makes
any attempt at encouraging real
constructive debates, policies and
alternatives for this town. It just

denigrates, insults and smears.

What is the point? YIELD

You all know that whilst Tyranno-
saurus Rex and friends were tearing
lumps off one another, a world
disaster killed them all. The re-
semblance 1s striking. The "left"™
always blame the "far right" for
violence, but one begins to wonder
what sort of inadequacies and un-
realised internal conflicts cause
you to want to relentlessly "smash
this", "smash that"™ and "kill the
other”... Don't you think you could
get off your horses long enough to
see the real world out there, which
isnt very concerned with "anti-
sexist", "anti-racist", "anti-any-
differences—-at-all" so-called
egalitarian attitudes you espouse.
We are all different and that is one
of our strengths. Devisive posturing
1S old hat. Unless you start to
comminicate some useful information
through your paper, I, as one of the
partners of Solstice, no longer wish
Lo stock the Voice. As

you Know we
nave had our fair share of trouble,
belng assoclated with "the left"™ in
this town, and I no longer want any
part of your myopic "struggle". If

the Volce reflects the views of the
community, I will be pleased to sell
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Dear Brighton Voice,

Your front page illustration accom-
panying the bus article(in the last
issue) shows a London Transport AEC
Regent 3. In fact it 1s many years
now since Regent 3s operated 1n
Brighton and they were never in this
form. :
This type of vehicle became redund-
ant in London in 1979 - thus proving
you're using old letraset.

Yours hawk—-eyed,

A Bus Spotter.

Er, thanks. But what did you th?nk
of the bus article itself? - Volce

Adam Trimingham is fond of applying
the words 'weary polemic' to the
contents of Brighton Voice. He used
the expression in an article printed
in the Evening Armhole early last
summer, and lo and behold, here it
is again in his cock—-a-hoop contrib-
ution to the letters page of your
last issue. The name Brighton Voice
enters his ear - buzz, click - the
words 'weary polemic' come out of
his pen.

What are the characteristic feat-
ures of 'weary polemic', Mr
[rimmingham? Do they include the
repetitious use of cliches to
describe one's opponents? And 1f so,

YOUTH
CND

Dear Brighton Voice,
Here 1s a copy .of a letter we sent
to local headteachers:
"Dear Headteacher,
As an interested group of young
people, including many college and

High School students, we are concern-

ed at the apparent lack of provision
for the safety of your pupils in the

event of a pre-emptive nuclear strike

against this country.
We would therefore appreciate a

public statement from you, explaining
what your actions would be in such an

event.
We are sending copies of this letter
to the local press and education
authority in the hope that they will
consider a strategy for the survival
of the young people of BrightonY
We hope the letter may possibly gain
us some publicity. Obviously we do
not believe civil defence in schools
would be of any use whatsoever, but

‘we wish to draw people's attention

to the official inaction in providing
civil defence. This shows that the
authorities do not believe in the
sort of defence against nuclear war
that they are advising us to prepare.
If more people realized this they
would be more likely to join the
peace movement. 4

We will continue to inform you of
all our actions.
Love and peace,

Jon Rogers,
Joint Secretary, Brighton Youth CND,

Dear Brighton Voice,

I have recently become friendly with
Les Moss of Whitehawk, who lost a leg
in Brighton General Hospital, and he
has been telling me of his fight to
get some compensation. I'm a 'Do it
now' merchant having been a Sergeant
in the Sussex Yeomanry during the
war, so I wrote to Maggie Thatcher
with a constructive letter, and en-
closed your article, asking her if
she would get her Minister for the
Ppisabled 'cracking'. I heard from 10

PRIVATE
TRANSFER

Dear Brighton Voice,

I was very pleased to see the
article in last month's BV about the
Nuffield Hospital. Private medicine
has always represented the very worst
traditions of health care, providing
a dual standard of provision based
on wealth not need.

What the article does not touch on,
however, is the degree to which
private medicine is subsidised by
the NHS with regard to blood and
blood products. In many other
countries, America in particular,
blood donors are paid for their
blood. As a result, the quality of
blood obtained is considerably lower.
Giving a pint of blood is a standard
way of getting money for the heroin
addict's next fix, or the alcoholic's
next bottle. The resultant blood 1is
frequently anaemic (through giving
blood too often) and carries a far
higher risk of transmitting infect-
ive hepatitis, apart from the more
obvious risks. Fortunately, in this
country, the situation is very
different. Blood is only taken from
healthy donors and even then only
at intervals more than adequate for
the body to make up the loss. As a
result, the quality of the blood is
very high. The number of donors who
present themselves with no other
motive than the well-being of other
people is the eanvy of countries like
America where blood donation 1is
profit-orientated.

But I am sure that one of the main
reasons that people here ARE so
generous with their blood is be-
cause they think it is being used
where it is most needed - in that
great non-profit making organisation
the N.H.S. Fortunately, most of the
blood is; most, BUT NOT ALL.

I was horrified to discover that so
far this year (ie in the last seven
weeks) the Nuffield Hospital has had
free of charge, over 240 units of
blood. Now, although donors are not
paid for their blood, the blood
collection process is a costly one.
Numerous tests have to be carried
out on each bag of blood before they
can be issued to the hospitals as
safe to use for patients. This

process averages out at about X15
per unit of blood. This cost 1is

met by the Regional Health Authority
and comes out of the general Health
Service budget. That means that, so

far this year, the Nuffield has been
subsidised by the NHS to the tune of
£3600, Multiply that out over all
the private hospitals in the country
and the figure becomes quite horrende
ous.

Please, as a result of this, dont
stop donating your blood. That will

s —— el L. —
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‘Mil ifan‘f' "Fi]l«h for Sociafism

BY. You have been referred to

as a member of the 'Militant
Tendency'. Is this an organisat
ion which recruits in opposition
to the aims of the Labour Farty:

RF. No,certainly not! There are
many groups 1n the Labour Move-
ment. Militant is the Marxist
wing of the ILabour & Tradeés
Union Movement and is fighting
for socialist policies wihin
the Labour rarty. It's over-
looked that the LP is a social-
1ist party calling for the nation
alisation of thc¢ commanding
heights of the economy. The news
paper provides a platform for
and covers disputes involving
people normally excluded from
the ordinary media. It high-
lights world events and tries to
link international struggles of
the working class.

Roow w. pady mewpershp

BV. Your selection as FPC has
been linked with some local
party resignations. Have you any
comments cn this?

RF. If people feel they cannot

.stay in the LP then they should

leave although I don't welcome
anyone doing this. However some
have gone outside the party and
used the media to attack their
colleagues and I believe that's
a disgraceful act. But we must
remember that the press anever
tallp about the number of peo-
ple actually joining the L.F.
Several people locally hiave
left but the _Argus doesn't
tell of the 50 or so who have
joined on the basis of the
selection - they are facts.
Nationally individual member-
ship hac gone up from

284000 to 335000 in the last
year - 1n the region of 25x
increase. Those local people
who have resigned should re-

contest their council seats

which they won on a L.P.
ticket and put their democracy

to the test, I'm sure they
would lose,

I stood and won the Kemp Town
nomination by using the demo-
cratic procedures. If I'd lost
I wouldn't have abandoned the
party because my l1deas and
principles are the things that
keep me in the party. Those
who are leaving have looked

on the party as a career -

| 4,

>

Rod Hich

RF, Yes, and we're not talking
about 2 or 5 councll gardcners
or painters here and there,
we 're talking about thousands
of skilled workers put orn the
dole who won't sit back. They'll
fight for their jobs and servi-
ces to be maintained. It's a
scandal that direct labour for-
ces should have to compete for
councll work. If necessary the
fight has to be taken to the
council chamber. To re-establ-
1sh direct labour locally will
be a priority. If those unem-
ployed workers are guarenteed
work at TU rates they'll come
back. But lets not forget that
the. building industry as a
whole has been wrecked, public
and private, squeezed to death
by high interest rates, by
building a few houses they can't
sell and at the ena of the day
its the workers who end up on
the dole, not the company direc-
tors. The LP. must nationalise
the building industry to build
for need - there's no problemn
about finding skilled workers,
there's 250000 skilled build-
ing workers on the dole now.

Labour To Take rfmm’ loaal povders

BV. Both Brighton and East Suss-

ex Councillors are known to.
favour property development.

If elected as Kemp Town MP

how could you ersure that re-

sources are channelled anto

socially useful areas of public

expenditure?

fF. When elected to Kemp Town,
I'm confident we can gaih oon-—
+trol of Brighton Council 1in
1683, rfven if we don't 1
believe in strong measures.
WWhere LA's resist than the Lab.
Govt. should bring in CommBssion
ers too, comprised of Trades
Unionists, houcsewives, pension-
ers, ie. the corrunity whc are

suffering nowe.

hull pecause 4000 people
turned out to protest. It 1s
possible to force them locally
o chLange cource.

Militant nol sectfanian

BV. what is the 'Militant'’
attitude towards non-aligned
or 'apolitical'groups?

RF. I think we should be talk-
ing about the Labour movements'
attitude. My own i1s such groups
need our support and ercourage-
ment while their aims and
objectives are broadly in line
with ours. My own experience
on *he Anti-Fascist committee
shows what great threats minor-
ity groups find themselves
under from lump-en groups of
neo-fascists. I think locally
we have worked closely with CHE,
the local Jewish community &
local I1beral Party and womens
Groups. We cannot physically
work with every fringe group
because our struggle 1s firmly
within the ILabour .:nd TU irove-
ment but we do not close our
eyes to what is going on. Il
resource Centre rair (14th »
WaS < major success walch hig i-
lights how people can be >Srought
together over an iscue

is FPC I'd be interested 1n
everyones' case (altkough not
necessarily egreeing with it).d
As to Militant's attitude to
aon—-aligned and minority
an air of sectarianism aas been
wrongly generated, often by
those who fail to win political
points with us. It's said,

we're in it for our own ends.

Of course we are, we're social -
ists but our ends are the Same.
I think we recognize that min-
ority groups piay an increasing
role in the town.

3 lune Whip an abolin,

V. Obviously women :re zZot a
minority group, whats youir
understandin; of womens liber-
ation, eaual rights legislation

o
cD )
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got loud voices. £But I recoz-
nize tne fact that women are
ntimidated, women are forced
to look after children for

10 years or so, forced to stay
1n the home playing 4 secondary
role. we shouald make sure that
they Are enconraged to play a
full role. waen women become
involved in the LP they fight
for policies they believe in
and therefore will speak up.
we've got a long way to go but
women do play a major role ina
our. LY., not just making cakes
- we all do.that - "wuat they
play ai: active role in the pol-
1tical side and that's vitally
1mportant. ..t national womens
conference we've insisted that
women's 1ssues don't predomin-
ate but that delegates take
resolutions about the economy
-national issues- political
issues, etc.

‘No qu{fﬁa\; of discrmiinalion'
B7. But surely women decide

what 1ssues they want to take
to conference?

Rr. ©Oh no, its decided by the
party! Its important that it
does not become just a section
which deals with only womeas
1ssues. .we nave to pluy a
major role in bripgling women
into the party - to involve
them in vital areas, i1nflation
housing, cost of food, rent
etc. - women bear the brunt of
these. There's no question of
discrimination against women
in the labour movemen®t in
Brighton.

‘Nof just Sex, colour o creed

BV. But wkat 2bout violenmce

tc women, the media, how womea
3 presented at every level...
attitudeS..a.:

'f .'3 (‘\' Q;

RF. It's sick thalb womer are
taking the biggest battering
from a woman prime minister.
Therd s mass apatiy 4s. the
recession oites, 2ut ic's not

a man - woman question, its
people - their lives are being
ruined. The tory claim to sup-
ort the family 1s a myth. WaET
ve want 1is eqgual relaitionships
vitkhin the workplace, fami

and souletye. sut we'v -
long way o go to involve
everyone at all levels - a

1’

~
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The left and the Tory prss

is 'weary polemic' an ingredient of . How will 'militant' poli- and the vosition of women 1in socialist government would

: (Y b " < : y © — - ’ ’ : - - > N . 5 b ] \ c ; + . . T - | ’ ~~ ~ )
1C. l..,;.:vrk‘l \.c_»} 1t 1S Jjust a thorn in your own journalistic style? Downing St yesterday, saying she was Jjust lcleag to W@Sopeizzﬁoniisi:ns council, parliament etc. cies get over to people, hamp- the T. nd on the TC% be able to gove the resources -to
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5 ;1 R e 0 e - D ATHA Pots and kettles, Trimmmingham. getting "weaving on 1t-. cancgl ed and wa fgl i S wa‘k a ¢ M"M! ‘0 ered and obstructed by the tory plan for the 1r.-\'olveme.3-.1§ oI the
don't want the repartee that "anyone" T enine Yours sincerely, getting longer. A lot o od ; Lf T+ monopoly press? o Mere's beer 8 maior chance individuaal and communities.
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can write an article for the paper. Cﬁ/b! John Rawlings protests to the government might be | BV. You believe 1n the zener- in the last 10 years, TU member- This is not a question of sex
Would “anyone” want to? . %LO‘I:’( AL SUK =i helpfu:.mtogz;:hiﬁ wi:l;eangry | ation of local apprenticeships. RF. The press is now run by ship of women has: increased colour or creed but all of us.
Your image alienates Joe Public, so | : ' letters to MI's a e g { Would you be in favour of 5 millionaires. Their inter- dramatically. Wwomen's 1ssues #e will stand and figat together
let’'s see some changes, eh? Dolores de (abeza ' ‘ ‘ : hings we believe 1n.

joint Local Authority/local ests are not those of the
industry initiatives? workers.

| 2L 2 Al possible only on their terms.
| RF. There should be no massive Tne Daily Mail “ried to

are vital, but tke Brighton
Democratic debate 1s LP is triving and huas large
number of women involved at
all levels.

A health worker
(Name and address supplied, but
withheld for fear of victimisation)

Gulpuzcoa

Yours,
}.A.b.n"'_t

opain

for those thil
‘were all (xploifed '

women's involve- BV. Surely the ways womea are
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- pictorially. Whatever views one may hold “ those jobs for young people the local media as we have legislation. It was disgrace- . Oh, I elsagree. HWe talXkX

regarding the cuts, I do not think it is necessary, or indeed

appropriate, to describe them in a way which gives offence to
other people,

who have'nt ever had a job.
Big business is'nt interested

[.ab. MPs had a caoiee about the media, who owns it

1S Irin.

done in the past. People have ful that

short memories. llenis Hobcden as to wnetaer they
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Hoogstraten

ffui.'zdi{_“'a‘ ai) ’)f/:l’jit‘ {(’f(f{h{‘f'u/,
concentrating instead on why he
chose to return to Briraln after
S1X years abroads "l l11ke to stroll

down Bond Street and have tea at

Fortnum and Masons"™ blah, blah,blah.

Not a word of course about why this
'property tycoon'found At necessary
to leave the country in the first
place.
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doing tne same Job receive
varving earinlings. 'his can

r

It would appear that Hoogstraten
1 A4 Deern '{y'lruv'j to do a Lord
vyestey, But tax~avoidance has
brought him up against the Inland
Hevernue who pack a great deal more
yower than his tenant who he':
exploited in prighton.

WlLh hils assets in this country

of £4~5 million frozen Dy the High
Court he's got no choice about
paying up. 50 Hoogstraten puts on
a Drave tace saying he'll pay up
because he "loves England”. No
doubt there's enough salted away
elsewhere in the world (Bahamas?
owitzerland?) to rebuild his
empire ~ preferably without
repeating the violence and extort=-
lon that characterised his earlier
property dealings,

Phe Union Fosition

he GMWU feels that 1ne
t1ml tion ol individual
worKer rjeb ' T 1naustTry
1 increasl , as management
hegin to negotiate directly
with employees. P’his 1s the
style of Edwards at , and
- el ) K locally - see
Rrignton Voice No. 72 - wher
+the management sent individ-
1al lettex to ) TKEers.
Of ficial union intervention
is tending to be reduced tO
+ime-wasting arbitration,

nd union rights to negotiate
their members' i1interests

—
are being undermined. NoOwW
Brighton Coincil seems to be
adostirg similar tactics.

Mean while, antagonism
petweel DI K .s‘ "\in_“(;'-
ments escalat s, and 1n the
end tnose /no foot the bill-
the rate-payel - pay higher
rat for 1l vice, taanks
O r beloved guar : of
$ nuTrse Aar +heir

anti~-nuke
art show

At the Muzart Arts Centre, 12 York
Place, Brighton, throughout the
month of May there will be a group
exhibition by the Brighton Arts
Foundation - a group of artists
“'Il.l[lflu Sspace eLc at Muzart - based
on the theme of anti war/anti
nuclear armament., As well as paint-
ings and drawings there will be, 1t
is hoped, a fairly large section
devoted to photo-montage, informat-
ion, etc, on the subject. Any
relevant material, ideas, asslstance
would be greatly appreclated 1in
order to make the best possible use
of this opportunity to speak out
against something we are all no
doubt concerned or involved with.
Contact Mr R.G.Labib at Muzart for
more detalils. Tel 608232

two piers

IT'wo piers has been set up to pro-
vide housing for young people on

low incomes or in housing need in
the Brighton area. We hope to buy
our first house at the start of
the coming financial year in
April. The co=-op 1s about to
become 'fully mutual' which means
that membership of the co-op will
consist only of actual and potential
residents of the co=-op houses.
This means that at the moment the
group is relatively unformulated
and is still open to influence.
If you are interested in joining
the co-op, or you would like
further information about us,
either come to a meeting or con-
tact Ray or Brenda. Meetings are
on the first and third Wednesdays
of each month in the Gingerbread
office, basement of -6 Marlbourgh
Place, Btn. The Chairperson 1s
Ray Ager 3a, Adelaide Cres.

tel: 772205 or Brenda Boardman,

9 Grange Road, Lewes.

tel: 2029.

While your electricity bills arg
high, the Namibian people are paying
for them with their lives. HALF of
Britain's nuclear power fuel is taken
from war-ridden Namibia, against the
will of its people, and against 1nter-
national law. Namibia is illegally

and brutally occupied by over 80,000.
South African troops and the apartheld

regime forces its race rule on
Namibians and refuses them their de-
mocratic independence. SWAPO, the
Namibian national liberation movement,
has repeatedly called on states like
Britain to stop plundering Namibia's
wealth while the nation is held hos=
tage. Yet successive British Govts.
have not only ignored these calls,
but have also ignored decisions DYy
the United Nations Security Council
and the International Court of Jus-
tice which outlaw the trade.

So, while British companies fuel
and arm the apartheid war machine

against Namibia, one third of Namibian

national wealth is taken abroad per
year, and we are forced by our gov-
ernment to accept stolen goods which
encourage South Africa to prolong

its vicious rule of the people of
Namibia.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Write to the Foreign Office, Dept.

of Energy and the Central Electricity
Generating Board, and demand that .
they cancel the contracts now. The
illegal contracts are signed between
the CEGB and Rossing Uranium Ltd.,
the latter being half-owned and fully
managed in Namibia by the British

mining multinational company, Rio
Tinto Zinc. The contracts are,how-
ever, authorised by the British and
South African governments.

ON MARCH 14TH, FROM 11-2, THERE WILL
BE A PICKET AND LEAFLETTING OUTSIDE
[HE SEEBOARD ELECTRICITY SHOWROOM TO
PUBLICIZE THE ILLEGALITY OF THESE
BRITISH URANIUM CONTRACTS IN NAMIBIA.

For further details/information,
phone Andy 605993, or Jess Z24429.

BRITAIN’S

The proposed route of the Brighton by-
pass passes through one of the most
interesting wooded areas in Brighton.
The route skirts round most of the
south side of Stanmer wood passing
through a natural gap between the
wood and a neighbouring copse and
across a corn field (top left) running
alongside the Polytechnic student
hostel and the school for malad justed
children, and then cutting through the
wenst end of the wood (centre photos
The tree-lined
avenue on the spur running through the
wood(top right) will survive but will
clearly be badly affected by the mass-
ive dual carriage-way.

The effect on the area will be far

worse than the devastation already
imposed on Falmer

Education?

Businessman and current Mayor of
Brighton, Mr. John Leech, stated in
the Evening Argus of Jamuary 2:

"We spend about 54% of the rates on
education and I think it's far too
high a total.

"I never excelled at school yet it
hasn't prevented me from doing well
1n business.

"When we were young we never had
education like they do today, but I
think young people are over-educated.
"1t takes away that need you have
to fight for existance and takes
away your sense of independence.
"Education is very important but
the essential thing to make your way
in life is initiative and hard work.
"l know dozens of people. who have
made a success in the world without
even being able to master the three
Rs.,

"As my dad used to say, going to
university's a great thing but there's
no guarantee it will do any good for
you when you go out to work."

In the same article, Mr. Stanley
Theobald, head of an estate agency
and former Mayor of Brighton,said:

"l agree with examinations because
I think they make people put their
shoulder to the wheel.

"But I have the greatest doubts
about universities and I think twice
about giving anyone employment if
they have come from one.

“l think the greatest training is
the school of life and universities
are sheltered environments."

It you were Suddenly given £50 mill-
1ion of public money to spend in
Brighton & Hove how would you use it?
Probably on relieving unemployment,
boosting education, helping disabled
people, improving public transport
and building more housing. But the
Government is planning to spend that
sum on a project of doubtful benefit
Lo the area - an 8% mile bypass.

This involves knocking down nine
homes and causing misery to the
residents of thousands more. It will
destroy the Downsview Training Centre.
The whole route is through areas of
outstanding beauty, including South-
wick Hill, a National Trust beauty
Spot, and Stanmer woods.

The justification for the bypass is
that 1t will reduce traffic in the
town centre, yet official figures
bely this. The scale of the road is
immense. Some embankments will be
70 feet high. There will be four
spaghettl junctions, of which the
largest at Patcham will be around
45 acres — about three times the
size of Queens Park.

The bypass will give enormous
opportunities for speculation and
development. Already Brighton Council
has looked at three sites for rubbish
transfer stations in the Stanmer and
Coldean area. Pressure for a hyper-
market at Patcham or Toads Hole
Valley will be hard to resist.
Private developers have already
put in planning applications for
houses which will be snapped up by
people coming to retire by the sea,
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not those who need them. Wimpeys
already own West Hove Golf Course
where a link road is planned. They
want to bulld a large estate next
to this new highway.

So far all the councils - East and
West Sussex, Brighton and Hove -
have come out strongly in favour of
the £50 million montrosity. Only
Adur, which meets on March 3 and is
Liberal controlled, could oppose -
although its planning committee
narrowly voted in favour.

ABBA, the Anti Brighton Bypass
Assoclation, was formed to co-ordin-
ate all the opposition which would
otherwise have been picked off one
Dy one by the councils and the Dept
of the Environment. So far it has
been remarkable successful and al-
ready has well over 1,000 paid up
members. Its affiliated groups in-
clude many amenity societies,
Friends of the Earth, residents’
associations, and the Labour and
Liberal Parties in Brighton and
Portslade.

ABBA's

=

biggest achievement so far
nas been to force a public »mquir)’
which will probably be held in the
autumn. But it needs both members
and money to put up a good case
against the so-called experts at
the lnquiry, which is likely to
last at least three months. A
traffic expert has been asked by
ABBA to give a preliminary report
on the Dept's highly suspect
traffic figures. Legal represent-
ation may be obtained too.

Ifom Forester is the tvening Argus'

golden boy at the moment. Just i
fortnight ago, he and his wife
Delia left the Labour Party in pro-
test at 1its drift into "leftwing
extremism." The Argus is now pro=-
Jecting him as a courageous social
democrat...a man with a conscience
who will stand up for moderation in
the face of Trotskyite nastiness!

Bbut Tom Forester's conscience seems
to be remarkably flexible. Less
than a month ago he attended an
interview with Crawley Labour Party

GMC. The purpose of the interview”
Forester wanted to be the Labour
Party's candidate in Crawley for

the next general election!!

What price his commitment to
soclal democracy if he'd been
selected?

'
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Bast Sussex County Council has

,jHSf done a deal with BUPL the i vate
health COLpany . This wil] glliow RU
prepaganda tc be sent to ESCC empl
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Lest montl.'s VCICE showed row

BUPA is muking vaest profits at the

exXpense of our locel heeltl service.

Eest Sugsex NALGO is tc advise its
members not to0 handle BIPA material.
As NALGO members work in the county
treasurer’s depurtment this could
12srupt the distribution plan.

Members ere also to bte advised not tc
pu!tix‘iputt in the schene.,

Otker tredes unions witl menbers
enployed by ESCC skould now follow
tlas lead,

S\\&S \‘\\xbi% the  Scool$ Pupng\
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ABBA 1s holding a series of
public meetings in those areas most
affected during the next few months.
The first is at St.Helen's Church
Hall, Hangleton on March 20 at S8pm.
Ihe nest is at the Church of the
Good Shepherd Hall, Dyke Road, on
April 15 at 8pm. Further meetings
are being arranged at Patcham and
Coldean, and will be advertised.
Anyone interested in ABBA should
write to or phone its chairman,

" Peter Gavan at 20 Wish Road, Hove.
Phone Brighton 417228.
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There are times when the local
Coop i1s indistinguishable from any
other supermarket. So ¥t is pleasing
CO report that the Brighton Coop has
started using bio-degradable plastic
for 1ts carrier bags. As the label
says "Byoplastic will decompose
harmlessly when buried in soil".
Let's hope the other supermasket
chains will follow suit. Perhaps
our Hove readers.could write to
their MP, Tim Sainsbury, ta find out
vhat the family firm are planning?

Cartwheel

CARTWHEEL is a national network
of people committed to the
founding of a Co-operative rural
comminity of around 200 people,
which will be self-sufficient in
food and energy needs. Its mail-
ing address is 11 George Street
brighton (tel 694600).

AS a first step to achieving
this i1deal, some members of Cart
wheel have squatted an unused
County Council house near Preston
rark, which after much effort i-
now home for 12 otherwise home=-
less people. They need any surplus
furniture, carpets, curtains,
Kitchen utensils, etc (even on
loan). Anyone interested in
Lartwheel is welcome to drop in
‘any time': The Nook, 3 Lovers
Walk, Preston Park, Brighton.
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Fealnnines 6. In February when the Polytechnic < - : . : et L i ‘Even in his role of manager, Tim Like two engines running at variance POL' ' '( :AL
AT 1974 wh alone hosted three exciting plays ("ll‘( I N : Fearon felt the present arrangement
OMAC was conceived during 74 en 1 » #—-*-—4

Arts Centre and YOPs damage rather
(Joint Stock's Say Your Prgyers,

A
: ' T 4 L2k —111 was ridiculously top-heavy, pointing than support one another. The result CEW'P
Brighton and Hove Arts L““,mml,‘“s Brighton Theatre's Variety, and a N ’ 7 “ . 1 out that not only fresh projects 1s a struggle which Gunnell and his
formed in response to a situation of musical production by the Women's l‘ l‘l 4 4 - from outside the Centre, but any Council of Manag ement have inevitably .
dwindling facilities for local arts. Theatre Group based on Stevie < E project he himself wanted to initiate won; to the detriment of OMAC's n tﬁe
By autumn 1975 thg\- had found the Smith's poems), most of OMAC's Youth Opportunities Proprammes had to be approved by the Council of members, the trainees and the SOC'AL SERVICES
listed warehouse in quv still uPder D FORCEAENS FAnR RERR OEaraRn T pp S P, S Management; meaning, of course, comminity as a whole.
going conversion and in early 1976 a club meetings. Such groups in- Of all those the Voice approached Robert Gunnell. He told us he'd al-
campaign for xunds.was launched. evitably develop into cliques ex- at OMAC, only Tim Fearon appeared ways wanted a structured programme, Ken Young, the new boss of East
Later that year Brighton and Hove cluding outsiders. More importantly, in any way concerned with its role with events related to other elements Sussex Social Services, seems
prts Lentre Limited was iormed, camera clubs, "keep fit" and "dance as sponsor and administrator of 3 and the ability for forward planning intent on stamping his personality
registered as a *harlﬁy,and bought for beginners" are surely better youth opportunities programmes. - which is at present almost non- on the department - and the workers
the present premises from }he suited to council provision through This seems strange, given that the existant, too, if they get in the way.
;:ésox Mutual Building Society for further education than the sole futurg of 21 une@ployed.teenaggrs . = Having been appointed by the tories
.’"’@' . activities of the area's only arfCs and eight adult staff will be in 3:. against the wishes of "Liberal"
The Ilrst volunteer working RALEY centre. jeopardy from March. It's strange N Denis Allen, his predecessor, he
started conversion in early 1977, because the YOP building scheme has ' = has begun his reign with a far-
QL STINas TR AKX Fear, tIsLEtpe provided most of the work andia 1 \ reaching reorganisation, designed
project really took of1i L.’ﬁﬂﬂ tho‘ great deal of the money for the o B | to cut jobs and services, a,ndi.c
Manpower Services Commission (MSC) Centre. A YOP co-ordinator explained EEBE VI clearly intending to leave workers
entered the scene, ;»r\w\'1\2;np: labour, that 1t's a common problem for 1L. = in no doubt who — and what sort of
whilst Hove Council loaned a organisations like OMAC, desperate ﬁq‘:f* = NG person — is in charge.
pittance for ma:nr;al\f‘ihv‘;?? for the money and free work the — 4 s T o o A letter has goae to all managers
Creat '!;'\lz‘;‘xr’.”.,z. w 1'. :,_\,;L'\\ko’ DYy a programmes provide to go. ahead and. __'_I_ T —»;:- LOIIIUNLLY 1nNnvo en stating that. horror.of horrors,
pecial Temporary Employment X Spoasor’ them without, really appregz- | Hembership and Comnity Lnvolvement "It has been brought to ny attention
Project (STEP), and in turn the ating that lots of trainees were in general suffer as the result of that the notioce Nosrde talkies
Youth Opportunities Frogramme: going to appear, needing employment, two factors: 1) an impenetrable and establishments and offices may have
) training and supervi:s.ionﬁand some | complex bureaucratic machine, appar- been used for the diSpl'g‘j of Dolit1C3
consideration for their future. This ently designed solely to perpetuate posters” He goes on to ﬂﬂp,“SlS that
1S clearly the case at OMAC, where | . its own authority; and 2) that, to no 'political szterial' o Bo dde
an over-reaction is removing both Gunnell - the Art of Survival date, OMAC's finances have depended played, reluctantly axcantaniiee s
the Play Resource Unit and a Special The Voice asked Mr Gunnell for his on donations from a handful of tnc m(;z;}cn;.) "tI"‘.dCJUDiOﬂ lnA‘er',tlon?
Group based at Hangver Community . resbg;;g‘to these criticisms of his individuals and firms. Council and The new instructions have stagg-
Assoclation under UMACTS fponsorsh}p. inefftclentrand dietatortal ranning comminity should contribute and ST Socisl Hkea. o it T .
Doubtless when the building wo?k s of the Centre. His inspired reply ensure that OMAC is accountable to generally seen as an attempt to cut
done, the remaining programme will was: "Well, they've named a gallery them. Only people's determination down "undesirable™ ideas and info-
also be ditched. Robert Gunnell told after me, so I must be alright". to join the Arts Centre anyway and rmation and, -at the same time to
the Voice: '-‘.‘-@'re not interested in =y P B B P T Y P T Actually the original idea was for Lo make sure it works as a resource warn those on the left to watch
soclal security schemes; or at least, 1:1 A a plaque in the gallery, bearing the for them can solve this problem. out. If his general polices and
only 1n so far as they enable us to names of the Council of Management. Such involvement will be necessary negotiations with staff 9517 o SRR
build the Arts Centre." He was | ! This had to be rejected since many 1f OMAC is to house the arts at all. same pattern — and there is every
"The wrong direction..." interested enoug;lj Co E)iCK up a | 11 Ir 1 of those who contributed at the One suspects that at present OMAC is reason to except this — they and
The rows and resignations within f;’;‘.“f‘) .fro'r.“d‘\bi H)'w/s fgr i});é;ogg! | = inception of the Centre had left in an artistic VaC““T pecHIse, thaving | ‘ in f
IMAC are not, as Gazette articles i t;; égsgtsncguné{lsinlajghabger | various previous ructions anq wou 1d E?ﬁsgoiarettoiizccggicf?eofuzzgg i
have implied, purely personalj but commitment of %800 in fho same period | be.unfalrly exclude? e e t h vard?q vered that in‘thzg
intimately related to the running of an}.kriéhton aﬁd Hove fodncilq' i °% ‘WVT' ‘T tribute. Mr Gunnell's name wa;\there Te?e ta etiziﬁocertur i T,
the Centre as a whole. Don Smith, equail' aeriaor\ ran*; of £7&SOO) 1 ! 1 fore put forward as a compromise at t:en e nury,
ex-chairman of the Appeals Committee ‘ ) s /L ¥ i v solgtlon. - | ' any other Kind.
is trying to call an extraordinary Instead of reducing the YOPs like ~ 5 This SFOFY 1? 1“?}Catlvel9£tOHgg o
general meeting, but ciaims his m re ndt U"efeM U this, Tim Fearon told us he'd have ‘ [J\T .‘ l s wt.’nole S S OLYICR nsrr;gry : ei. -
concern is not so‘miich with manager ’ , 4 with disagreements and resignations
"M ' $ ’ ’ " :

Gunnell sole survivor, at the ex-

b)) . :
| | liked to expand them. According to : finally left Robert
: bt r'im Fearon's resieg >r the Q/L d\mm _ which have finally le ober
— ‘ — ~ il ey . e : '. l&)natl() 1’ 5 - Sw gewﬁ S hlm’ the Ole Centre = 1d be & ‘l"\r l ' ‘ll
management committee's decision to 4

~ - e A g : e : b t . . - . -
.| yeal a 1iICw 4 110 24 | .1, curtai ‘ vo !th ()p[)()rr‘JAAltl(.)(,\ I)ro- . : y ralniis’ magnlng thebreCeptlorl pense Of the Arts Centre and lts
campalgn w flaunche L iind the orammes. "The sole reason is to Gunnell also said that the building ?re.a;. ga ery, ars and ack-stage | e members.
£170,000 needed to bui the mair anaider thaltithrsioitlisiDentre scheme would be "consolidated"™ and acilities ;o provide a t?gatre ! Robert Gunne}l has used his position
g . T e in the present economic climate and "a tighter control over the YOPs SR Loe o LIer: Eroups i cou e at OMAC to ride roughshod over the
in fact, due to an ethos which 1its role in subsidising the arts - maintained in future'. What this their productions. This wouldn't 1deas and aspirations of everyone
rejects arts grants and council A A e i 3 11v means. howaver. is an exclude the present volunteers. Mr else involved. Its ethos, murtured
. , which I don't think 1t's doling at actually means, ’ S, G 11" -3 o f03 9 S
provision in ravour of private present" ,he told BV recently. "It's expansion of the "useful” building u??e f r?ac ion to 1S was 1? under his shadow, manages at once to
: - < 4 Al R - —s X o 2 . - ) .
charily and industrial suppor going in completely the wrong direct scheme, at the expense of the "non 55'1 tsb It's Jugi not PraFEiFa ; exclude the community and the arts.
ior the arts, Tund-raising seems to ion and I feel it's essential to useful" Special Category GFOUP°'Th9 1} ?f e;ng‘una i 20 “:Vlh e b (Indeed, the row which precipitated
nave bdeen }V.:-_’.'V' . chnlel activaity 4?1: I‘Q‘,’io‘;'n' i e PI%S‘;‘rlt course. " 1attpr '15 thf’ ()nly 5Chern() 1N Brl 6r]t()n C drldi(; tL;l zeq‘.{en.f.eve::. S ave ij Fe&ron' R reSignution OCCLmd
S N - . it atals P - - > - . . n e X =
il .o;‘) e Unfortunately > mmunlcy ‘ f es were «)rll}’ avajilable in the day under-achlevfér§ with .no othcr_ prOSp the front of the bulld.lng they'd
al LU} -.';g'.m not = ':;“J'.".é"'a", 21004 1'.“1)1 LY and not the evenings, when thffy were ects or provision. l\‘BC money 1‘3 Stlll bUilt.') AttlStS ln reSidenCG
e S LLIoUET Lhie Tiorth really needed by the community. Mr. available 1f they find alternatlve - One of the problems has been Gunnell's e raie LNE et s o
wing, witn 1Ls | ’ L4€1 ~ mith summed-up the Centre's artist- sponsorship and premises, but from Thatcherite conception of the arts; : S L 3
t11d 3 N imDT ive fear. the : | : . 114 ze it coess , resident and visiting, would surely
id1 » N 1mprt Lve Ieat, 1c role as: "a small classical music April OMAC will utilize 1ts a S¢ paying their own way, independent of T A T e U
203011 Lo CALd ‘j‘ e programme and a minimal commltment to facilities and grants to further local authority provision. Inevitably, I e ne N e o ;o .
LAak ; Lall and : ha R e A .n '_,j,Jr ce tr() bUlldln,o E : : : 3
redict when there'll be _.t“ Lo ] e 40 o o | .g 3y | while local flrms.and multlnétlonals fund new projects. Although there
3 : ' ' .”.“A, N1 s f‘,'..'T‘ resignation 1rom ..’;o"J lhe work of SUpervisors dncficrzlaits- such as I'I‘T’ American Exprests.and BP . is no studio theatre yet, it is only 2 3
e ' R e W .1;;;)4331'1 ,().':'J.’,'ltr_(:c.‘ was ne sal » [)QOPIQ will become more difficu i have all dOnated, the comminl t-)’.hdS total lanQXibillty which prevents kewng a Stra'ght fam
3 . B S QAW AN ¥R -7‘_4. o v S 0 r ) - v . - . o) - a
‘ = ‘ s | entirely du 'tu. interferen (‘l 1 consequence as each will havc. to never really felt 1(591f. to be U.] Throughout he has had the sense to the bar or gallery from being used
7000 S5 th o » i their fund-ralising a'tpmpt: 7 manage a larger number of tralneﬁ?. volved. Money has gone directly into identify himself with the Centre and for events, such as poetry and
: L] ) Robert ",foy-;r»Ll, Chairman of the YOP supervisors told us that OMAC's the bulld}ng, rather thap artistic all the good work that has been done nusical performance. There could be
ouncil of Management. manag ement committee had akways events which could have involved there, whilst alienating his critics L ;- t 1 idence. as there is
Mr. Gunnell himself vehemently resented schemes which didnt directly people and raised funds in turn ¢ h b hi A an artlis . n mfn nce, as
. ' s own appeal: . | . et rom the membership. Any attack on a’potter in residence'. (The pottery
nture, "OMAC 80'".which was I¢Jnf ) X ' 44 ne > S 2 : : . anc ’ »
COLUTE At ;) 'hlcc ?y,, it w s L L L D s for the Resources Centre. itself, and supporters rally to the the two successfully functioring,
last year- on the ground i W hen $400 per trainee provided fo.r mater It is a problem exacerbated by an defence of both. Mr Gunnell is - ' .
ren ve not a one year pro ject s by MSC went into community arts | : , , : avt onomous units, notably free from
oY o "frf‘fef ;rxld T judV;d e 5 b f s ; No unions here unwieldy and almost impenetrable desperate fighter and it's no the top-heavy ccmmittee structure.)
Ana 2 , e “xp )J¢J ;rircj)ri PROJect B ins a0 DE TILyRULES On Feb 6th. the Cazette'ran an structure. The Voice's own enquiries surprise to the observer to find he The artist would share his or her
101t H+ r - n aesc )L 11LS . e st n - : . -
vy dl?félthHifo; 11 raising T a?ticle ba{ed on the claims of yet were often met with a mixture of Ls the only one left standing at the ideas and skills with the ccmmunity
chairman’ e OrcLsS at UNA=L al S LIE - : : - : - . = e
o "J:l'“ frankly, a joke"” and told another comnittee chairman that .the ignorance and downright obstruction. ;?dhzznthe present round of in in which they'd work.
5 Lw;d expect his cards after the Assoclation of Scientific, Technical & . F' _ - At the same time, local involvement
sort of performance Gunnell had put and Managaerial Staffs (ASTMS) had .BUt 1C"'s Cime Wembefs - and all. could be further stimilated by in-
n., launching the appeal badly and attempted to set up a closed shop interested parties - started asking creasing, rather than reducing,
AdLY A4 - . - : O - 5 . - -
wctually losing money on some fund- at the Centre. This is complete ; what sort of a state OﬂAL mist be.xn community-based youth opportunities
~af sima DYoiects. nonsense. Lf the management committee's chair- programmes. YOPs based on arts-
TRy el T L S explain that It took OMAC a year to give super- man finds it necessary to circulate related skills, such as graphics and S cimes when 1ts very h vo
T Tt st et - - : . : i ve- * : . keep a straight face when readin
only a motion of no-confidence in Yoy contract and when they did, amongst members a five-page document photography, would be introduced, P e &
nly a V1iS0rs a Yy : : Sl . + R
/ | , X ; : defending his position, attacking S ‘ £FY SN g descriptions of new groups. Take the
the Council of Management or a > 3 m ament document even with present facilities. : s
e Council , the draft was a mang : : P
—_ ng art 2723 motion by OMAC's members on s t a union one. Anthony nis detractors, denying press ceporis Copelen Tur the, Pemliiiue: Nousptte
R R Sl e g f:' i ‘)?~:-rlf could release anyway,‘no. £ th 'B 11din and pleading for support. instance, which rages about something
': ‘L a4 conurbation or 250,000, the Chairman hims ’PJr S {‘11, Ramsey(Chairman o e bu g called 'Homen s Iib'. The CFW accuses
h a marged a2 memborehin : : Contre om R > Alnne . : : : e “ . ‘ ' . -
AC has managed a membership of the Arts Centre from Robert Gun Committee) and Robert Gunnell over Cards on the Table', Jan 1981 ek Ak A kA kA ARk Ak ok kk ok |'Women's Libbers' of demanding "mater-
wiy /UU, and or the 1ifty or sixty grip and put it back on the Tight reacted with predictable anti-union nity leave and beds for men" and
e oA SR e AL T RLACLED BouTse, Donsmr s ?U“ o paranoia and threw out the proposed forcing "men and women into mixed
brighton & Hove Art ouncil who members’ signatures LO BA theAll clause on the draft contract. In IF BRIGHTON IS CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING hospltal wards".
expected use of OMAC* facilities, uxfraordlna;y genvra} ment;ng. ’ - | | actual fact, it was modelled on a THEATRE PRODUCTIONS, AN EXTREMELY It8 when the CF¥ tries to tn
ere eight Ow use the Centre! members paying the £3 subscription Yld] Kesource Unit local authorit:y contract, Smely : THY ROCK SCBNE, A FRINCE FESTIVAL, hilosonhi cal piece that keeping s
o ™Y g » : 5 t g . . 3
¥l . ANcCll of Great Britain ro J_”” OMAC have the I‘lghz ':) This 18 the case with the Play Re~- specifying _preference for one How not to launch a prﬂect... AVATEUR ASSOCIATIONS, COMMUNTITY stra.ight face gets really difficult.
l-f,;‘, - ’ y ] e "' e ) {) ’ 3 { ’ . . - » : v
St T e e € e H0 000 attend such 2 feet g A0 e source Unit, also to be axed in union and gieduly:sEAbingsthat If an individual or group does THEATRE GROUPS AND, ONCE UFON A TIME, |We quote:
Jf:“; . iﬂ)J R P s wldhln? 3 ba;xn.i; April. The decision is equally re- "All wishing to join a union, Shofld manage to reach OMAC's manager with A FILM THEATRE; THEN IT DOES NEED AN "Masculine dominance and feminine
/-,' .,p{ ,,»ru,:.' (‘f,.',dl arts are a smith': r,,;_l’} .,'Y/Hulfz ring nui at prehensible, for it represented the join ASTMS". Hardly a closed shop: his proposal, there is still a long ARTS CENTRE. OMAC IS EMPTY BECAUSE IT submi ssiveness are natural and good .
al o'.". ‘. L Ol JMA d ORI N 1'] arcs. hf:b’,ht,’;f: 7/ Y320, (,f‘“rr“. ")“ly lnv()lve"lerlt. 1rl Colmin~- The Uni.()!l ib Only t()lerated af.l)’wa)' way to 803 iﬂVOlVing S\]bmiSbi()n and }mq FAII‘ED; BECAUSB IT }lAS BBEN Tm Mlmals Only Copulate. but ln humm
”?’3 and enthusiastic work by ity arts. Robert Gunnell's answer to if it is limited to YOP supervisors. resubmission of a.scheme from one IN COMPLETELY THE WRCNG DIRRCTION RY beings it is the intensification and
V'( inre . { ' - 200D 1 @ =1 DT - : "84 : _ . - » o . ) ) ~ “
roiunieers, ’:f people, super our queries on this 1ssue was to say Some OMAC statf who wanted to join committee to the next. Say a film A SELF-APPOINTED AND SFLF-INTERESTED development of the psychological and
visors d youth opportunitie: - - - ; : NEE .
: fp’d“t /;"r ’1{ f-JJf “f that the space they occupxed was were gulchly informed that the n{Rht was planned’ such.ag: the one. on MINORITY; NOT BECAUSE IT ISN'T DED. fintellectual differences between men
sIvaLOIAent., but block donations by to elaborate. Yet it's only two cognize their membership. YOWe“l, Cent F{fqt the Film Comm= AND A CULTURAL RESOURCE FOR THE COM- sophlsticated emotions of beauty,
public relations-conscious multi- months since he led the PRU to Gunnell's fear of unionised super- ?iten(b f: Eg.consglted then, in YUNITY. THE PRESENT COUNCIL OF MAN- love and romance,and put man so far
r,-dv.u,g,‘,lj ~and K./(-‘ provision do not understand that it would continue visors and staff 1is obious enough tl_uree :;:: BrORT S Committee,’ A\GEMENT 'S TOTAL MISCONCEPTION OF ITS above all other life on earth."
necessarily pr;xlup 3 ??mmgnx'y even after the building programme in his most recent dispute, At the FinZACe Cummittzﬂmand AR — " \ R0LE AND ITRRRLEVANT IDEAS OF ART - There's pages of this drivel in
s 50 o 4 o Nne > ) pr e » ’ : : : : . . ’ ) ~
re : IT :,, merely a shell requiring had ended! His change of mind came moment, a volunteer who disagreed Management. But even if you ‘got the ‘ ‘rl‘ ENTIRELY OUT OF KEEFING WITH OUR thelr publicity leaflet., The CFW has
comminity invol ./:,.'.,. nt to br eathe as a complete surpise to the PRU's with Gunnell's autocratic attitude rojg(;t )a.;t: th"ts TR e y TIKE AND OUR NEEDS -~ MUST BE CHANGED, & male presidmt/founder(natumlly)
tife into 3it. It revealing that supervisors and to Tim Fearon. The would simply have to leave. An y TR | , S i and a female secretary(equally
an excellent bar, donated by Britisi you'd discover on resubmission to A
1 | Ho ‘ o pARILE L9 PIONADSY THE A1 0L ORSARLASIVLADOUT AOTES TPL (CRENOL™ the original committee responsible It's difficult to know where to be- naturally
L 2 | r ’ ! 1iorte ]l of o1 ! -~ ‘ ) : < .
nall lransport Hotels, remains empty comminity arts group dhich has taken ly under his thumb would pose a s 11 i ovhe ol e & el adke gin in the catalogue of fallings and e A A A A A A ook ke | Belng such conventional human belngs
even on the busiest nights of the - » and is lici hi trol that Gunne WY SR ' bably don't the 1
, two and a half years to grow threat to his policies, 8 control, AT (AR e e Gt d o st e omissions which must be put right at @y pro y dont see the irony in
week. develop links with other new groups and his bizarre conception of a Councidsof Mansgensnt ! OMAC . elr address being PO Box .69, Swindon.
all over Sussex. community arts centre's role. : .
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Whitehawk
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lhe Whitehawk tenant et tough
tactics' with Bright
ported 1n BY no.73) are

uncil (re-
DEeRinning
show results. In a well attended
public ."..'m'tinp called by the cenant
aSS0Clation Defore Christmas, the
East righton Residents As sociation
let the Council know that any fail-
ure Dy the Housing '
carry out

Department to
repairs would land them in
court. To show that they meant busi-
ness the tenants set up their own
Advice Centre on the estate to coll-
eCt CTenants' complaints and take up
Cases with the Department.

ihe Association's Secretary, Andy
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Fights Back

Andrews AyS Lhat Cthe tenants
ave Oeéen argulng for vear that a
PTrOogramme of 1nsulation, ventilation

and the provision of central heating
would get rid of the widespread
dampness and condensation problems
Oon the estate. As he >d¥YS,
might think it "expensive in the
short term, but in the long term it
would be highly cost effective.™ *
Meanwhile the repairs campaign is
to continue. Tenants will be keptin-
tormed by the tenants association's
newsletter, which will come out 6

times a year, and a monthly factsheet

Ratepayers

which will list the latest repairs
successes. Individual cases will of
course remain confidential to those
within the association, but sharing
the news of succes will build=-up

Che tenants confidénce in their own

ability to organise and win!

RENTS ROW LOOMS!
wiltehawk tenants are also plan-
D1l1Se tenants over the
le. The local Labour Party
l All Open meeting on the
uncill's rent rises, which are
ftanned to me 1nt effect this
April. Rises will on average add
£3.25 to tenants rents. This will be
th hit ’ ' r most tenants in
12 months. Rent are almost double
Wi they wer in May 1979. For an
inmodernised Council houst enants
will be asked to pay £17.00 a week,
modernised homes will be £21.00, and
the new house ind flat 1206 to 128
r week. the cenant 3 *'C'l 1[1*'!3
believes that the Council is u 1Ng
| C1S¢ 4 d way ) crying to
rce tenant into buying their

elther want

oclation wrote to the

3
) B ’ ; hairman, Bob
hristofoll (he who calls the bellig-
erent Whitehawk tenants 'whinners’
Aind demanded thar rents be DEeEEed .
ne tenants requested a report on
rent levels and that comparisons be
ther Council tenants on a
ney basls. lhe tenant:
w Delleve that Che report has been
1, but because 1t 1s embarass-
ing o the Council 1f beling buried -

never to see the light of day.
The Labour Party meeting on March 2
has the full ipport of the Ctenants
assocliation, and they hope that 1it
will call for a rent strike or the
withholding of the new proposed in-

crease. The East Brighton Residents

oclation want: a massive now ot
trength by tenants on March l‘l, whien
the Housling Committee meets to ratify
the rent proposals. As Andy Andrew

ay .

"We want to march on the Town Hall
wilth thousands of tenants to give
the Council the biggest fright we

an. Feelings are running high on
the rents and repalirs situation

n Whitehawk."
lenants at Moulsecoomb and Holling-
iITY hould take note.

KIDS’KARNIVAL

KIDS’KARNIVAL
& ENVIRO FAIR

WOw 1151 1 centchn year,
‘ - v ) - .
A ree event IOor child
. 4
rides, ecc.), and “enviro”

rthelir

YOU a DOOKILINE 1orm very Sof
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please write to us and we'll

organised by LINE

rair will be the usual mixture

( theatre Eroups, games, traliln-

groups who will be having stalls

Lo publicise your group,
put you on the list, and send

.'-,' }, }/

tudent community Action
Falmer House '

ex University
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Flpure:
Consumers Council last \eptcmbpr

reveal a hardening of attitudes withe

1n *the 1ndustry towards consumers
unable to pay their bills. A large
1ncrease in the number
lons within the Seeboard area,
showed national trends to be re-
flected harshly in Brighton.

Consumers 1n the Brighton area are
supplied by SEEBOARD, one of the
Boards with a better record on dis-
connections. >eeboard
nas now adopted a harder line on
cut-offs. In the 1979-80 statistical
yeat they cut-off 3,506 consumers,
an increase of 12.34 over the prev-
lous year. lhe number of cut—-offs
that were longterm (ie over 1 month)
totalled 580, a rise of 7.44 over
the previous year. These rises are
not so drastic as those recorded by
other Boards, 1in particular the

ndon Electricity Board, but they
ire cause for concern. Only three
of the twelve England and Wales
Electricity Boards managed to in-
crease the % cut-off rate by a
higher level than Seeboard. The
worst was undoubtedly the LEB who
cut-off 22,822 consumers in the
1979/80 year, nearly double the
previous year's number. All the

1gns are that they will surpass
even that high number this vyear.

lhe election of the Thatcher
1n May 1979 led to the
within the fuel supply

B | E -
nowever,even

Government
adoption
industries of a high price policy
because of ITreasury cash supply
limitations being imposed. This
was coupled with the reaffirmation
of commerclal criteria within the
industries, and mouthings from
fuel board chairmen that social
considerations were secondary.

lhls contrasts strongly with the
attitude of the Electricity
Consumers Councll which has argued
chats

L1l large public bodies have

uldrr soclal responsibilities and
that the fuel industries,in parc=
lcular, ought to operate in as
possible
Lmportance of fuel
n the lives of their customers."”
Ilhese sorts of arguments have so
tar fallen on deaf government and
fuel 1ndustry ears.

civilised a manner as
Decause of the

—

)hd[’}) Kl1ses

Wwhy the sharp rises? There are two
reasons, the price and disconnections
policy. In September 1980, electric=-
LLy consumers were paying 50Z more
for thelr supply than they were in
August 1979, and since 1974 the price
Of electricity has more than doubled.
‘rice rises have consistently been
greater than those needed to keep
apace with the inflation rate.

lhe present government has justified

Lts high price fuel policy by saying
that there 18 a need to conserve
energy. 5o far the government has
done little to help domestic consum=
ers or i1ndustry really save fuel by
encouraging improved insulation =
the real way to conserve energy
supplies - and worse,it has embarked
on encouraging the fuel industry
generdlly to invest in a high capital
and envirommental cost fuel technol=-
ogy =~ Nuclear Power,

Meanwhile it is the domestic consume
who has been made to bear the cost,
Ihe National Right to Fuel campaign
have estimated that the poorest of

the country's population are paying

{f

published by the Electricity

of disconnect-

Comfort

from

Seeboard

sometimes a fifth of their disposable
income on energy bills. The national
average 1s between 6 and 74, with
those on a low income, or in receipt
of benefits, usually paying 13% of
thelr i1ncome over to the electricity
and gas suppliers. The disconnection
figures may seem low, but they
suggest that mény more of the
country's poor are. really struggling
to kKeep a supply.

'he Labour movement's response

[he last Labour Government did
little for the poorest consumers,
though the discount scheme offered

Lo thosSe receiving benefits did gibe
ald to more of the needy than the
present government's assistance
plans. What is necessary from the
Movement now is a more direct
actionist approach. Working people
should be protected from cut-offs
Dy the trade unions who operate in
the 1ndustries. This is best effected
Dy the relevant unions refusing to
carry out disconnections, and calling
on the industry to collect its debts
in a responsible and humane way,
perhaps through the Small Claims or
County Court procedure as any other
public authority would have to.

Irade union pressure should also be
applied to the government and industry
to force on it a more realistic
pricing policy. This should be coupled
with a massive investment by govern-
ment and industry in insulation, both
of homes and workplaces. Further
expenditure should be made available
to research into the better use of
energy-using domestic appliances.
Energy researchers have estimated that
this approach to energy conservation
could lead to a reduced demand and
leave the country with an even larger
over—-capacity than exists at present.
I'he nuclear age would then cease to
be an attractive proposition - and
the old, cold, and disconnected
something of the past.

RESOURCE
CENTRE

The Resource Centre Appeal is aimed
at raising 9000 to replace capital
equipment burnt 1in the fire. Recent
events have included the benefit

gig at Jenkinson's, and the Community
Carnival and cabaret, which raised
over £1000,

Altogether this means the Resource
Centre now has X3000. Fund-raising
15 continuing; for example, Brighton
Ro 'k Becords 1s donating all money
tasen on John Lennon records sold
since his murder. A third of the
profits from Vaultage 80 (available
from Attrix Records) will go to the
Centre. Individual donations should
Le sent to 'Resource Centre' c/o

'he Inititute, Queen's"Sq., Brighton.

'he Centre 16 still looking for a
building - in the centre of town,
lots ol rooms, very cheap. Any
suggestions, ring B'ton 202492,

A regular monthly newsletter 1is
produced by the Kesource Centre.
[f anyone would like to receive
this, contact the Centre, who will
be pleased to send you one,

\--‘
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'+o show strength like this
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contd. fm ﬁont page

If large profits are there for the€
making, then surely Loews would not
want to share them! It is not as if
Loews could not afford the construc-
tion costs - research by the Brighton
Voice shows that Loews 1s one of the
largest diversified financial_ cor-
porations in the USA, with assets of
almost 9 billion dollars, and a re-
verme in the financial year,1979/
1980, of just over 4 billion dollars.
Compare this with AmericankExpress
revenue in the same period of 4%
billion dollars, and you get some
idea of the size of Loews.

!

BACKROOM DEALINGS

Despite the fact that, as yet, no
financial decision has been taKen by
the full Council to go ahead with
the scheme, arrangements for finan-
oing and building the hotel have
already been made with a consortium
consisting of Fitzroy, Simmons,
Miller, Bourne 7 Partners of Hove,

If such a huge multinational
corporation can only be tempted to
take on the running of Brighton's 1
luxury hotel if the Council takes
on most of the risks,financially,
then we can only suppose they think
it's a poor prospect. Interestingly,
none of the Councillors contacted
by Brighton Voice had any idea of
Loews' size, and the best any of
them could come up with was that
Loews was an "American Entertain-
ment Concern.'" Had the Councillors
who voted in favour of the hotel
been told Loews' true size they
too might have asked the same quest-
ions as Brighton Voice, and come to
the same conclusions.

Rod eh continued. ...

at Xmas when families findinj

it difficull, to make ends meet

vat,ch kids toys advertised c¢n

2 ) | »
peoples

'V which are teyond most
pockets. S50 1ts rot just women
who are exploited, 1ts cll of

“The Fightback beqins

W .How do vorkin, I"'“il" fipnt
back: Have th 2ags got Lo get
worse before they get better:

FF. The fight back doesn't
COILe \'t the stage 01 mass
urunn;la'nnw'\' because apathy
LQ Q() e f]t “(" - xi. Tf .'lj'] COoHe

with the slight upturns in th:
economy - which will come. The
150000 marching in niverpoecl,
employed marching longsaide
unemployed. oon to be repeat-
ed in Glasgow. It's aimportant
.”I‘(HH..‘
Lhe country rather marching

from Hyde Park to Trafalgar o5q.
on a sHunday :Lf““xﬂlocnw, when

few can see, There's been
numerous marcnes against cuts -
the one in Brighton, the
biggest since 1926, 3000
people on May 14tli was really
gspectacular without any nat-
ional leadership. The movement
will move forward learning
from its set-bhacks but will
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URY WE,CANT AFFORD

chartered architects, Longleys of
Crawley, builders and developers,

and Guiness Mahon, a Merchant Bank

in the City of London. These arrange-
ments have been discussed in Council,
and few Councillors seem to know
about the consortium.

Preliminary sketches of the pro-
posed hotel (probably to be called
the Churchill), have been produced
by architect Brian Field, of Fitzroy,
Simmons etc.,and are reproduced on
the front page. Fitzroy, Simmons etc.
are well known in the Brighton area
and were responsible for the design
of Brighton Square, a modern part of
the Lanes, Hove Courthouse, and the
Refectory Building at Sussex Univer-
Sity.

Longleys are one of the largest
building companies in the Sussex
area, and of course stand to make
a considerable amount of money 1if
the hotel project goes ahead. It was
Longleys who put the consortium to-
gether and they will make an extra
profit as developers.

™
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Their bank, Guiness Mahon, have
already had talks about the project
with various sources of finance, no-
tably the large pension funds, and
it has been suggested that the largest

of them all, the Post Office Union
pension fund, is interested in put-
ting up money for the hotel. The

pension funds tend to shy away from
high-risk projects and favour instead
safe investments with lower returns.
The hotel project would be ideal 1in
this respect since a loan to Brighton
Council would be backed in the final
analysis by Brighton's ratepayers.

A BAD DEAL FOR BRIGHTON

Tory leader Bob Cristofoli, a firm
supporter of the hotel scheme, 1s
very fond of saying to whoever 1s
willing to listen, that the hotel
will not cost the Council and the
ratepayer a penny, since it will be
built with a loan. But this, as he
well knows, is only a half-truth.
Although full details of the finan-

parliam-

gain assistance irom
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to take place - there's no
question of that. Mass action
can back this up. socielism
cannot develop witliout activity
at all levds. feople have TO De

drawn in. I'm optimistic. The

tories are attempting to smash

cie Z'Tﬂ:w, 1N Some . areas crey 4are
| | S

succeeding but elsewhere tiae

fightback 1s beginning. feople

are going to want to regain
their lost ground and thst's
one reason why the rories have
settled with the miners.
Thatcher's frightered. Sie

'le nave tvtaxKen t}sl' miners ol

COUL=-

hut 1n \IDi!h- o0 )¢ woula
nave ;l'xlk)\“il"'.‘. the dooXr. '‘'hne
)IO ] &7 18 the movement 1 S
lOul{l r'r‘.:onr* lead but the

fault 11: with the leadership
fut‘lld' L\iAqf it. Thatclher has
refused to talk to the TuC.
What do they do? They contin-
{Jlllj sk for talkse. 'hey
spould be out 1n the country
organising.

Council Housug - the

BV. Given that Brighton has less
than half the national average of
council housing stock for a town of
a comparable size, what kind of
measures would you see fit to remedy
this position.

OMRRERRELERERLERRRLERILELRLERELLL

RLRERLLERRELL

cial arrangements have not yet been
released, 1t seems clear that Brighton
Council stand to make a considerable
loss. If the profits from the hotel
fall below the level of the interest
repayments ich the Council must

make on the loan from the City, then
Brighton could end up with a mill~-
stone round its neck almost as big

as the Marina.
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Fortunately for Brighton, there 1s
now some doubt whether the project
will ever get off the ground at all .
The Labour Party has now instructed
its Councillors to vote against the
hotel next time it comes up for dis-
cussion. Since all but one of them
voted for the hotel first time
round, this is a little embarrassing
for them, to say the least, but 1it
does reflect well on the sense of the
grassroots of the Party on this 1ssue
that they disagreed with thelr
councillors. There is also talk of
a few defections amongst the Tories,
which could make it a close contest.
Perhaps a long and loud protest Dby
the people of Brighton could help
tip the balance.

RF. I think that housing will be a
major question, particularly because
of the Tory policlies that have been
adopted in the last few months. The
massive cutting of council house
butlding, the virtual collapse of

the building industry as a whole,

and millions of bricks stockpiled.
Obviously, its going to be a question
of both local and national policies.
However, everything is there to solve
the housing problem. We have to
nationalise the building industry
and suppliers and probably the banks
and insurance companies as well so
that we can finance a building
programme. People say the national-
isation won't go down well. Well ask
the 250,000 building workers now on
the dole. A guarantee of jobs for
the rest of their lives would ensure
their support of nationalisation,
such is the extent of the housing
problem. There has been virtually
nil growth in council house building
this year. Rebuilding Whitehawk 1S
obviously a crucial 1ssue. After
being cut by the government 1C has
just been started again = but not
the complete phase. Some people are
going to be living in those condit-
ions for the next 10 years, at the
present rate of Tory government
plans. We need bold measures 1in
Brighton.

Local authorities should be en-
couraged to municipalise empty
houses. Not taking people's houses
away from them, but where an

AL L
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All wired up for

COMPUTERISED WELFARE BENEFITS

[NFORMATION SKERVICE W?

People in Brighton can take
advantage of a novel form of welfare
benefits information service during
the next few months.

A microcomputer programmed with

details of eligability for benefits

and the calculations used in assessing
eligability, has been made avazilable
for public use in a building normally

secupied by Brighton Social Services

Department in Princes Street, The

| somputer asks users questions about

their fineanciasl and personal circum-
stances, does the mecessary celcul-
and then prints an estimate
of the benefits users are likley to
cleim successfully. The user can
teke away the printed sheet,and no
records abaut users are kept in the
computer.,

The programre covers supplementary
benefits, Family Income Supplement,
Rate Bebates, Rent Rebates and
al lowances, Free school meals, and
meny others, except benefits depen-
dant on National Insurence Contribut-
ions, Although it takes the averzge
user about hzlf an hour to go through
it may save much more than that in
unsucessful claims. The computer also
does several celculations simulten—
jously, and will be able to indicate
to users tre benefits on which they

. would bte better off. Unfortunatly,the

programre caznnot cover students as
they are treated as a special case
for almost every beneFit,

The computer is the result of a
research project undertaken by Sdrrey
University, and its use in Brighton
is part of a field trizl, its effect-
iveness will be evaluated in terms of
tke importance of confidentially to
pecple seeking advice on benefits;
the advantzages or disadvantzges of

using a computer compared to providing
a perscnal service; the accurzcy of

thLe 1nfcrv3f1 r ] 1Jast but not
c+ on the take-up of

least, tre ef
benef
The ccmnuter is available on
Tuesdays and Thursdays and appoint-
ments cen be made by phoning or cslling
in to the Social Services Department
in Princes Street,

St. Anne’s Hall,

St. Geo rge’s Road,
Kempltown.

..AND Books GAaLore lll

individual might own 10 or 20
houses and some are empty, then
there should be some compulsary
purchase. We should start to solve
some of the reasl problems, for
example Bed and Breakfast. Landlords
get pald generously by the DHSS to
Keep families over night. They are
then turned out onto the streets the
next morning. Its a disgrace that
this kind of thing is allowed to
continue.

Unafair Points System

There are something like 1000 empty
properties locally with 1,700 people
on the waiting list. The waiting list
itself is unfair, it doesnt include
many people who dont qualify under
the: points system. The meal figure 1is
nearer 3,000 people. 1 helieve
facilities should be made available
to single people who should have the
right to a decent house. There are
the properties available and the
means availablej with a positive
move from a labour government these
problems could be solved.

BV. Thank you for answering
your questions. There are v":x:‘;.'
ar=as we haven't yet covered
like civil liberties, ieL\JCt,
energy, Nortnern Irelard etc.
but pervhaps we can come back
to you in the future and re-
view what you have said and

look at further areas norm-
commer=

ally corfused by the
clal press.
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*OR INFORMATION ON OTHER CROUPS:
Brighton & Hove Federation of the
Dieabled, @ Brighton voluntary service
centre, 17 Ditchling Rise. tel 692604
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CANCER PREVENTION(Area Health Authority)
tel 23344

COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCILs see advice sect

FAMILY PLANNING CLINICs New Sussex
Hoepital, York Ave entrance, tel 736255
HOMEOPATH:s Robert Withers, Portland
Centre, Preston Street. tel 27464
NATURAL HEALTH CENTHRE:; Hegent Street
PARKINSON'E DISEASE SOCIETY: tel 25821
SMOKING ADVICE CENTHE: tel 23344

Edburton Avenue

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY: 19 Elm Grove
YOUNG LIBERALS: c¢/o D Rogers 8 Guild-
ford St, tel 26011

YOUTH C.N.D. (Brighton) c/o 167
Preston Drove, BNl 6FN,

Buddhist books.,

LATE ENTRY...LATE ENTRY,.. I
Complete self-knowledge through
Ishvara's Meditation. Introductory
talks every Thursday, 7.30p.m. |
103 Ditchling Road, or phone
Brighton 692069/309510.

Youth

SHOREHAM YOUTH WORKSHOP: The Barm,
St Julian Lane, Shoreham, tel 593535
SUSSEX YOUTH ASSOCIATION: tel 682282
FOR OTHER YOUTH CLUBS/ASSOCIATIONS:
tel 29801

1.30-2 and 5.”—?})";. tel 20249,
WOMEN'S CENTRE: 11 George St, Btn.
tel 694600, Mon-Fri 11-2pm. Sat 10-4p¢
WEITEHAWK ADVICE CENTRE: in '
centre, Alt' Weds, Mar 4th, 18tk Ap:

15th, 7.00pm=9,00pm,

'lst
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