
Israeli forces occupied several
Palestinian towns in April.
Controversy rages over these
events, and many people may
think it is impossible to know
what really happened.
However, it is possible to get to
the facts, and they definitely tell
a story.

The most controversial episode
has been the events in the
Jenin refugee camp where
widespread killing of Palestini-
ans and destruction of their
homes and utilities is undeni-
able. The number of dead, par-
ticularly civilian dead, responsi-
bility for their deaths, and re-
sponsibility for the destruction
are all disputed. The Israelis
claim that their soldiers acted
with “restraint”, and that they
only killed “gunmen” in battle.
They have also suggested that
homes had to be bulldozed be-
cause they had been damaged
by Palestinian booby traps and
were unsafe - blaming the vic-
tims, rather than their own lib-
eral use of explosives, including
missiles fired from helicopters.

The Palestinian response has
been to brand the occupation a
war crime, to compare the ac-
tions of the Israelis to those of
the Nazis, and to let exaggera-
tion and unsupported asser-
tions get in the way of the cold,
hard facts which tell the story.
If we just balance the views of
the two sides we end up think-
ing either that the truth is some-
where between the two posi-
tions, or that they are both as
bad as each other and that we
can never know the truth. In
spite of the efforts of the Israeli
occupiers to prevent scrutiny
and to (literally) bury the evi-
dence, significant facts have
emerged.

The mass media in Britain sub-
scribe to the idea of “balance”,
which usually means telling
“both sides” of a story. This is
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particularly true of television
news. In this case exaggera-
tion, lies and the habit of
“spokespeople” attacking the
opposition rather than answer-
ing interviewers’ questions tend
to obscure the facts and re-
place analysis with confusion
and despair. However, a few
journalists are a credit to their
profession and unearth facts,
place them in context and ana-
lyse them.

Justin Huggler and Phil Reeves
of The Independent discovered
that as well as the destruction
of the homes of around 800
families, nearly half of 50 Pal-
estinian dead who had been
identified were civilians, and
that Israeli troops committed
many atrocities during the
course of the operation. The
fullest results of their research
appeared on 25”“ April. They
found that as well as displaying
a complete disregard for civil-
ians trapped in their homes,
Israeli troops also deliberately
killed a number of them, includ-
ing a uniformed nurse. These
were neither “gunmen” nor vic-
tims of “crossfire”. Israeli
troops also prevented ambu-
lances and medical assistance
from reaching wounded Pales-
tinians, in violation of the Ge-
neva Convention.

The conflict in Palestine affects
us here in Britain. In London
most of us live and work along-
side, or are ourselves, Mos-
lems. Both the plight of the
Palestinians and perceived
Western indifference to it are of
grave concern to them. 30,000
people, mostly British Moslems,
marched through Central Lon-
don on 13"‘ April in a display of
solidarity. State terror affects
people all over the world, op-
posing it wherever it occurs is
in the interests of all working
class people. We can find out
what is going on in the world,
and we ought to make the effort
because it will affect us sooner
or later.
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Many people will have been shocked by the success of Jean
Marie Le Pen, the fascist leader, in the first round of the French rejations Consultants |n rea|_
Presidential election. But it is the failure of social democracy
which is leading the fascist advance. Security of tenure and pm,-n_
Voters are increasingly disillu-
sioned with parties such as the
Socialist Party in France and
the Labour Party in Britain,
which offer little different from
their right-wing opponents.
Whilst communities and liveli-
hoods are being torn apart by
the effects of capitalist global-
isation these social democrats
offer the same policies of priva-
tisation and deregulation. As a
cover for these policies they
echo the right wing in their at-
tacks on immigrants and calls
for tougher law and order.

The Asylum Bill going through
Parliament and statements by
the Home Secretary David
Blunkett about schools being
“swamped” by refugees can
only encourage the racists.
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Every time the Fascists make a
noise the social democrats
adopt more of their agenda.
This encourages racists to
blame “foreigners” for the many
problems that are created by
the capitalist system that the
Labour Party backs so enthusi-
asficafly.

Globalisation
In reality, the very forces that
the social democrats support
drive refugees and “economic”
migrants here. They are the
front-line victims of the global-
isation of capital, and the wars
and repression it causes.

We need an anti-capitalist
movement prepared to drive the
fascists off the streets whilst
attacking the capitalist system
which spawns them.

Summer 2002
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COUNCIL HOUSING
UNDER THREAT

Council tenants across the
country have been getting
organised to fight the sale of
council houses to housing
associations. Recently
tenants in Birmingham
defeated plans to sell the
entire housing stock of the city.

Labour claims that sell-offs are
the only way that necessary
investment and repairs can be
paid for. Many tenants, frus-
trated by years of neglect and
poor service may be tempted

lby the carrots being put under
their noses by the Housing
Associations and their public

ity, tenants stand to lose their

ises of repairs may prove to be
just that-“promises”. Rents in
many housing associations are
much higher than council
rents, although it is now La-
bour policy to “converge”
council rents with housing as-
sociation and private sector
rents.

In Haringey we have been
fighting plans to sell off “out of
borough" estates. These in-
clude Imperial Wharf estate in
South Tottenham, which is
only one street into Hackney,
due to a boundary change.
Similarly the White Hart Lane
estate is just into Enfield. Both
estates have yet to be balloted
about the proposed sell off.

(Confirmed on page 2)
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COUNCIL HOUSING UNDER THREAT

(Conrirmedfrom page 1)

Ballots have already been held
at estates in Cheshunt, Potters
Bar and Waltham Cross.
These estates have been sys-
tematically neglected and run-
down by the council. A good
example‘of this is the closure
of the repairs depot at
Cheshunt. Consequently ten-
ants at Cheshunt and Potters
Bar voted to transfer to housing
associations, although
Waltham Cross voted against.
Since then the Housing Corpo-
ration (a government agency)
has been forced to intervene in
the management of Ridgeway
Housing Association, which is
set to run the Potters Bar Es-
tate. It may now be taken over
by another housing associa-
tion.
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Where the council’s plans for
the future of council housing
became most obvious was the
street housing in South Horn-
sey, which couldn’t be de-
scribed as “out of borough" by
any stretch of the imagination.
This is housing which is not
part of any estate and is there-
fore a desirable grab for any
housing association.

Tenants organise
Tenants got organised by go-
ing round to all the houses
(including those ex-tenants
whose freehold was to be sold)
and talked to people about the
issues. The tenants associa-
tion took a clear stand against
the sell-off and organised a
number of public meetings.
They started a petition against
the sell-off amongst the tenants
and leaseholders, which came
out with a clear majority

II I_ I I'|III I II _ I IIIII _II II II I IiIII;iII _II_ II II II I IIIII I I I -I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ‘l

against the sell-off. They then
challenged the council to hold
the ballot straight away and
stop wasting money on a bo-
gus “consultation exercise”.
The then leader of the Housing
Committee tried unsuccessfully
to suppress the petition. He
later resigned. When officials
were sent round by the housing
association to value the cost of
repairs to the properties, ten-
ants refused to let them in, say-
ing the housing was not for
sale. Eventually Family Hous-
ing Association, the preferred
bidder, pulled out of the deal.
The council blamed a
“campaign of misinformation"
by tenants. This shows that
when you get organised you
can beat privatisation.

For more information contact:
Haringey Defend Council Housing,
68 Grand Parade, Green Lanes,
N4
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i Workers in Hackney’s ‘libraries continue to strike every Satur-
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Hackney library ‘;“‘ “°“’ “’°“'°' \f°"_'I"'°°""
 £760 m|l||0 ?

day, as they have done since mid-November. The aim of the If you were the government,
strike is the restoration of SaturdaIyI-enhanced pay,_ part of the What Womd you do with £760m?
nationally agreed terms and conditions which are included in Perhaps build 10 new
workers’ contracts. Hackney Council has unilaterally de- hospitals? OI 100 schods? or
clared Saturday to be a regular working day for which regular
pay rates will apply, in spite of its contractual obligations.

would you give it to arms
companies to help them export
military equipment around the

The opening of the new Central workplaces, however. This has Wm-jd? YOu=ve guessed it _
Library in the “Technology
Learning Centre" on Monday
22"“ April was prevented by a
24-hour strike by all library
workers, which also closed the
Borough’s other six libraries. A
ceremonial opening planned
for Thursday 18"‘ had to be
cancelled because the strike
had been previously scheduled
for that day.

Library workers are poorly paid
and rely on the additional half-
day’s pay (without London
Weighting, being paid at na-
tional rates) for the Saturday
they are required to work each
fortnight to make ends meet.
The fact that they have been

led to library workers fighting
alone for the restoration of en-
hanced pay rates in spite of the
fact that this issue affects work-
ers all over the Council. Union
activists seem unable to tackle
the patchy nature of workplace
organisation in Hackney, prais-
ing library workers as an exam-
ple to others in the same situa-
tion rather than taking any
practical steps to help the latter
organise.

Everyday problems
Active union members need to
start building up organisation in
their own workplaces as the
best way of supporting library
workers. How library workers
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 A A Ciouncil workers  .
Prior to “l4tlIijd1 Local Government strike,
called UNISON suspport of the claim for
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£4,s0ClCl‘,LoIndon, Weighting. NELSF leafletted a
nsumberrjgrt workplaces A in Haringey informing
ternporarysworkers of their rights, including the
right tostrike, and ufgciiflg all workers to support
the permanent ampiaymantof staff currently on

Qfl BryvtmaxfiyttrrtlempO‘l"‘8l'y‘ workers supported
didftifiot cross picket lines. I t
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able to sustain the action in the
face of losing a whole day’s
pay each fortnight demon-
strates their determination to
win back what is rightfully
theirs.

That determination is sup-
ported by strong organisation
built up in the workplace, which
goes beyond the usual trades
union formula of electing a
shop steward and relying on
them to "lead" resistance to
management. In contrast to
this steward-based organisa-
tion, workers have been en-
couraged to tackle problems
collectively themselves through
direct action, rather than just
asking their stewards to sort
the problems out with manage-
ment.

Most of the membership of
UNISON (the library workers’
union) in Hackney Council do
not work in such well-organised

started was by picking every-
day problems where they could
say "no" to management and
take collective action to thwart
them with a good chance of
success. This was started by
stewards but relies on the in-
volvement of all members to
work. lt also has to be done at
libraiy, office or depot level so
that management have to deal
with all the workers, not just
with a steward.

Once a small victory has been
won workers gain confidence
and management start to lose
it. Better organisation also
means more reliable decision-
making and is the cornerstone
of union democracy. Decisions
made and action taken in this
way will always be strongly
supported, and will give work-
ers a measure of control over
their workplaces which electing
“community candidates" onto
the Council never will.

that’s what the government
does.

Even though arms exports ac-
count for just two per cent of UK
exports, it is the most heavily
subsidised sector in the econ-
omy apart from agriculture. UK
taxpayers foot the bill for subsi-
dies, which amount to around
£30 per taxpayer this year.

Undoubtedly the arms trade
fuels conflict and leads to an
increase in casualties. In mod-
ern armed conflict nearly 90% of
casualties are civilians, and
40% of these are children. Al-
though the government pro-
fesses to strictly control arms
exports, in reality, the UK con-
tinues to arm 30 of the 40 most
repressive regimes in the world.

For more information contact:
Campaign Against the Arms Trade,
10 Goodwin St, LONDON N4 3HQ
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