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IDEAS

= WORKERS taking strike actlon face one

i of their biggest problems in the way

i the media can whip up 'public opinion’
against them. This especially the case

with service workers, as in the present

# health service and rail disputes. One

& way round this is to consider methods

! of strike action which hurt the boss

rather than consumers (for the most

part fellow workers).

The 'good work' strike means pro-

" viding a better or cheaper service, at
the boss's expense of course. This
isn't a tactic that can be used in
every situation, but it could certainly
be used more than it is nowadays.

For example,'HEALTH'WORKERS at
1'Hopital de la Merci in France, afraid
of patients dying if they struck, in-
stead refused to file billing slips for
: drugs, tests, treatment and therapy
- usually filled out by nurses, aides,
technicians and ward clerks. As a
m result patients had better care, slnce
time was being spent caring for them
instead of on paperwork, and the hos-x

pital?s income was | |
cut in half. Panic- ‘QNARCOSINDICAUSMO
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This paper is produced by members of
Hull Apnarchist/DAM Group. We are not a
bunch of bomb-thirowing drop-ouilse “We are
a small group of orxrdinary people, anarch
jsts active in the Hull area. We pubiish
Angry! to spread anarchist ldeas and
views, but we also welcome a response
and contributions from our readers wno
will not necessarily be anarcinists.

'. v

Y T I I AR I S R S QP WY PN T -

ATHS & PRINCIELES

1. This is a class society. There
are those with power and wealth and
the rest of us.
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Angry! is produced on a shoestring
budget and given out free, but we're
after donations. Benefactors and eager
recruits can contact us via the address
below:- | s
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THE REVOLUTIONARY

I am of the exploited:
0f Exploited Humankindj

T am of those who suffer and sweat,

oo

Who toil and create the wealth of the Earth:

For I am of those who are robbed-
Whose stomachs are plundered

By worms with wolves heads.

I am of the order-takers:

Of Order-taking Humankind;

I am of those who are regimented,

Who are the pawns of the Manipulators:

For T am of those wilth a number not a name-

Whose lives are not theilr own,

Ané are imprisoned at birthe

But I am also of thosz who revolt:

Of Revolutionary Humankind;

T am of those who will not be subjugated,
Who will not stay on thelr knees3
For I am of -those wno struggle- .‘“ ‘f'if

‘Whose sirews and vision will soon. prevall,

And we, the. Peuvle, will be our own Masters.

Y% v

(Michael Tobln. Chelmsford.Prlson 1972)

i T 8



I DEAS - continuecd from page 1 .

any fares, in protest at their wages not
being raised. Thus transport ran normally
but the company suffered a large financial
loss. Not euprisingly, public opinion was
behind the take-no-fare strikers. |
Again, on the Paris metro, tickets are

 punched as passangers come onto the plat-

form, and a ticket bought on one day can be
used on another. Selective strikes by ‘7
ticket-punching personnel enable hundreds
of thousands to travel free. Such strikes,
while hitting the company hard, are not
resented by the passangers. |

Members of the Industrial Workers of the
World union in an American canning factory
put labels for the most expensive cuts onto
the tins of spread and vice versa. Thus
those who could only afford spread got the
very best salmon while the rich got spreadl?
Needless to say management conceeded the
workers claim quite rapidly. |

‘Really, there are quite.a few alternat-
ives to long, drawn out strikes in many
situationss For example clerical staff in
the gas and electricity industries could
destroy records of how much people owe,

postal workers could refuse to handle letters

except thoge without stamps etc. etc. SO,
let's get to work, right? N

FIRST THE BANG,
A - | f

N.}‘v’\: THE 6OOM N
ARMS MANUFACTURERS hoping for big money-
making orders to replace equipment used or
lost in thé Faulklands were delighted to
hear that the cost of the war would not be
counted against the defence budget. The
capitalists, as ever, will be the ones to -

gain from war. Among the more important .
orders are:i-

* Harriers. Ten were lost and will probably
be replaced. British Aerospace and its sub~
contractors will be asked to deliver as
soon as possible.

* Helicopters. 25 were lost. Many were
obsolete Wessex and will be replaced by
something more modern. Whatever the final
choice it's certain Westland will meke most

of them.

* Missiles. The Ministry of Defence refuses
to say how many missiles were fired in the
Faulklands. But many expensive (£7,000 -
£11,000 a go) Sea Dart, Sea Wolfl, Rapier,
Sea Cat and Blowpipe anti-craft misslles
will have to be replaced. Their manufactur-
ers, British Aerospace Dynamics, and Shorts
of Belfast will make a bundle.

o

« Harpoon missiles.” Submarine launched
Harpoon missiles had already been ordered
from_MCDonﬁell Douglas. To patrol the Faulk-
lands the RAF's Nimrod long range patrol
aircraft are being fitted with the air
1aunched version of this sea-~skimming
missile. ' i

- * Ships. The navy wants its foﬁr escort

ships and the transport ship the Sir Galahad
replaced. But the Defence Secretary Mr Nott.
mizht opt for a couple of subs instead. '

* Vulcan-Fhalanx. Radio directed six barrell
guns, firing 3,000 ~ounds a minute and de-
signed to shoot down missiles like Exocet.
Have been ordered. General Dynamics and
Americas General Electrical will profit.

who said there was nothing to be gained
from a nice little war, provided (of course)
not too many lives were lost?
Tan.
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How To FIDDLE Al
UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTIC

Did you know that the Government uses the
following tricks to keep the numbers on the
dole down?

1. For adults, the Temporary Short Time
Compensation Scheme: firms refrain from
sacking workers, the Govt. pays (up to 9
months) half the workers' normal wages
(177,000 workers). '

5> Tor older workers, the Job Release Sch-
eme s tax free payments to workers retiring
pefore pensionable age, providing a replace-~
ment is recruited from among the unemployed
(59,000 workers). | ' '

M 15 o o young people, the Community Industfy
Scheme (7,100 people) -

2 '\W

L, Tor long-term unemployed, the Community
Tnterprise Programme: jobs of 'benefit to
the community" (26,500). |

5. For would-be trainees,'the Training in
Tndustry Scheme: grants to firms taking on
additional trainees (34,000)

. For school leavers, Youth Opportunities
Programmes, YOPs: employers subsidised to
take on unemployed 16/17 year olds. In 1982/
8% 630,000 young people will do an average
2% weeks at £25 a week. Estimated cost
£702,000,000. '

7. For people of all ages but mostly under
45 - the Armed Forces (315,000 people at an
estimated cost of £1,400 million a year.

8., An extra years compulsory education for
those young people aged 16/17 unable to find
work. Numbers and cost at present uncertaine.




STATE PAID GANGST

Cver. the. weekend of . June 5/5/7'members of
tl.e Direct Action Movement, the North East
Anarchist.Federation-(among them yours
t"'Tv) and the South London Anarchists
trok to the streets of London in several
dcnonstratlons. :

Oy Sate Dthia plcket was placed by the
NEAF on the Soviet Embassy. The picket was
in support of Russian anarchist Arkadiy
Tszurkov, and lasted for over an hour. Leaf-
lets explaining the case ;of Tsurkov were
handed out to ‘passersby. The police took

the name and address of the picket organizer

three times (it seems they don't trust one
another). Tsurkov was arrested along with
other members of a commune in Leningrad
(see page 12). They called themselves the
"Revolutionary Communards" and their centre
became a focal point for debate between
the various reveolutionary ideas of marxism,
anarchism and &narcho-syndicalism. Tsurkov
is the only member of the cemmune still in
prison and isn't due for release until
1985, 1

On Sun. 6th a group of over 200 anarch<
ists and sympathisers led the Waterloo

section. of the CND march to Hyde Park. The

day saw a lot of harrasment, ending in the
arrest of 43 people in Oxford Street. It
started at the assembly point and continued
221 along the march. Police photographers
ware very interested in the anarchists at
the front. As were the CND stewards who,
with their police friends, made repeated
efforts to force the anarchists to the back
of the'rmerch. In Lower Regent St., the
police attacked some of tha anarchists
under the pretext of stopping them. from
sing bad language, which as you can easily
imagine had the opposite effect. The only
reason there wasn't more trouble was be-
cause people weren't loosing their rag at
the continual provecation.

Inside Hyde Park the anarchlsts were
immediately cordoned off from the other
150,000 demonstrators and people were being
threatened w1th arrest just for handing ouk
leaflets

Tiring of the polltlclans and in an
attempt to escape their very mawn police
guard, most. of the anarchists decided to

march down Oxford Street in protest at the,d'
war in the Faulklands. This quite peaceful - -

demonstration was followed by screaehing
police vans of the Special Patrol Greup.
They attacked in numbers near Bond Street
tube station and sklrmlshlng developed
between those trying to protect banners
ani the cops. Cther comrades were dragged
oi . and many people were injured by police
batons while trying to head for safety.

AAKUNIN oN

}?'48 were arrested and charged with crlmdnal
" damage, assualt & obstruction.-A defence
'ﬁﬁcommltteerhas been. formed to defend ‘the o
"' oxford Street 43" which can be. contacted
‘at Box 48, 8Lb Whltechapel High Street,

London ;10 |

Mon. 7th anarchlsts took part in demos =
outside the. American Embassy, protesting
against Reagan's visit to Britain. Only one

"black flag was present as police stopped |
everyvone carrylng black flags and took their _

rnzmes and addresses before telling them to
get rid of their flags or be arrested. Thls
was in marked contrast to the great number
of banners from the pathetlc Left..

b I SR,
; | |
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MARX
Michael Bakunin, anarchist, philosopher- and
revolutionary was born in Russia in 1814,

In his early twenties he moved to Germany.
With an interest in philosophy and politics
he went through Hegalism, the pan-slavic
movement, anti-colonial groups, then into
sacialism. Through the influence of the -
Trepch school of anarchism and the works of
rroudhon he was converted. He soon became
the most famous exponent of anarchism at =
that time,

During the revolution of 1848 he fought
o1 the barricades; was arrested and deported
to Russia. In the same year he was imprison-
ed in the notorious Peter and Paul Tortress.

Iventually escaping in 1861 following a
transTer to a Siberian prison, he fled to
Iondon, getting involved in the Internaflonal
Workingmens Association.

The German sector bltterly opposed the
anarchists. Led by Karl Marx they continually
attacked Bakunin on .2 personal level, trying
to.diseredit him at every opportunity. Marx
end.-his lackies eventually succeeded in '
dr1v1ng Rakunin out of public life, breaking
up the International in the process. In
1876 Bakunin died whilst living in Switzer-

land. (continued page 12)
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Thi? year marks the zCth snniversary of thg Fovocherkassk workars! uprising. On June
18t 19062 th= gove?nmeﬁt cf the Uﬁﬁu anownsed price.riscs for meat and dairy procuce -
alrecdy expensive gnd i

sh ENLUDLTe AT tle same time peine races ot the Novochericassk
Electric Loccumotive Wc riks (NFVSD
last etraw and their anger expio

!

' -

wera cut, in some cases by 30%. For many this was the

ed in action.

C‘

On Jvna 2nd werrers at the NEVZ fnv~e and foundry stopped work and held a mass meet-
3

inga chhkldq the werks menagey, avsived and tried to persuade them te return to «c*k.

F,-'l

tJQ .a' ~0
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wnon sekea what workers faced with price rizes and wage cuts were to live oz he repllods
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Yor've been stuifing yourselves wivh meat wiese Put J2m 2n them instead". The workers
‘q‘ : ..J‘ Ve - . f o - - o o~ L - .- '\-: T
explcded ond Kurociikin barely managed to escap? with his life,

By nocrn the whnW' works wvas cn strike and runners were sent to other factories to
1

1

& =y e _-_._‘ I | <R .. 3 Y i 2 o w8
Meanwhiilie the Oﬁ 12¢ 234 moved in to arrest =0 r-fﬁltqu 8 0L 'the stiiKeo

"’ gy J o g v - w8 - - -~ . 4 "'-‘ . .o b | - * A . ’ A
bring then cult, Workers rivped uvp the railiway Jinecs to builid uwpr‘P"&J anc glogan
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were painted vrocls ...n'*.,.a,_;: Lown with Kru.u:m *v' and "Use ¥Mrmshcnev for saussg meatl,
>
1

In &ibzd o Zvee thair arrested mates, the workers decided to march from the works
inte the towm and szt 0ff carrying péouxﬁa of fLenln end red fiagse As they marched

s
they were trailed by tanks which fired a few blank shotse

Soon the march was in Novocherkassk's main street. Some workers tried-to break into
the pclice statéon in thnis streei, but were drlven off by pistol fire. At the end 0f the
strect was a square contalining the CP offices which were guarded Ly a ccrdon of irocrse

A group of workers broke into the empty ffi:es, the Party Commitice taving fled,
and startza to msoke sreecnzs from the nu]c Troops moved in to arrest them, Pilov,
e

ny )
3

LQJ

the cfficer cormouding the treops. gave deir to fires This order went unheeded, an
officer conmitting suicide ratner then ikre on uaarmed workers. Quickly the troops were

pulled out and repiaced by other, ron-Pussian, 7rOCrSe

Then the shooiing started. A kail of dum-2um bullets flew into the crowd; kids who
had climbed trees to get a better view fell doad iato the eilireeta The crowd fled,
returned and was fired on againe At least 70 were killsd. Busies were requisiticned to
take away the bodicse .

That afternnon 6 leading members of the CP Central Committee incinding A. Mikoyan and
Fe Kozlov flew Into Nevocherkasske. Despite apoeals for caimg the delegaiion’s arrival
brouzht the workers Lack ontc the streets, A workerns! deicgeiion met tis V‘*r?al
Comnitize menrberta '.I‘iufs ﬂ&—'egz«.":ian irformed the crowd thst tlevid keon promized an
investigation would be made and theose recponsible for the dezthe punisheds The

(

L
deleg tfon calleda on *the woxkzsis to go liomes

~ But go home they did not. Instead the crowd grew larger. Rumours circulated that the
CP had resolved to deport the whole towne Tanks moved in, shot® were fired and finally
the workers went home,

The next day Mikoyan and Kozlov made broadcasts denouncing the strikers and demandimg
their punisament. Nevecherkassk was surrounded by troops and the wounded and the bt
families of those killed were sent to Silkeriz, Heqv scrrikers were put on trial. At one
trial 9 men were given death scentences and 2 men received 15 yearse Thus ended the
first major workers' revolt in Russia since Kronstadi,

-~

This article was taken from "VOLYA", which is the bulletin of the Campaign for
Solidarity with the Soviet Wo: klng Class, currently pvo::sxed on a guarcerly vasisSs
The current issue alsc includes articles on politizal prisoners in Bogaria, workers!
struggles to form free trade unions in Romania, clﬁck:an on dﬂs icen*ty in China,
and more, 'VOLYA" can ke obtained in return for a smali (or even lzrge) donation,
froms VOLYA c/o 83 Gregory Crescent, Eltham, London ng DRZe Toey welcomne coniributionss
lees letters, articles, news items, and money. Please make chegues/postal orders payable

to g Liddleo
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INTRO.

The struggle for freedom of the Polish
workers has captured our imagination, and
everyone from Reagan to the Euro-communist
Parties of most European countries have
rushed in with support and advice, of differ
~ing kinds. Instead of giving our advice,
we feel that it is necessary for people here
to understand precisely how Solidarnosc was
and is organised, and the kind of ideas
which have been used as a basis for action.

Since 1945 Polish workers have rebelled
several times against the Russian-imposed
state capitalist regime. Poznan in 4956,
Warsaw Polythecknika in 1968, the Baltic
coast in 1970, Radom in 1976, Fach time-the
revolts were sporadic, un-coordinated and
localised, and were all put down with vary-
ing degrees of force. | -

The cycle of rebellion and repreeblon
didn't break the opposition movement - at
that Stage there was little orgauisation
to brezk, as the revolts were almost element
-al reactions to poor working conditions,
corruption and price increases.

Fach revolt, and the need to help friends
and work-~mates survive subsequent repression
created the basis for organisation in the
future: networks of dissidents united by a
common opposition to the state.

KCE.

A crucial element in the growth of these
networks was KOR - composed almost entirely
of mermbers of Poland's 1nte111gent51d,
including novelist Andrzejewski (author of
Ashes and Diamonds) and dissident Merxists
such as Kuron and Lipinski. KOR was small,
start1ng,w1th only-17 people but it pTOVLded
a focus and an example. |

Jacek Kuron has a long history of oppos-
jtion. With Karol Modzelewski he was sent-
enced to 3% years for distributing "An open
letter to the party'. The open letter argued
from a left-Marxist position, that Polish
society was divided between the working
masses and a 'ruling bureaucracy' that ex— -
ploited the labour power of the workers as
ruthlessly as capitalisme.

KOR's initial role was to organise help
and political support for imprisoned and
sacked workers after the 1976 riots. It
raised money for the legal defence and
family of strikers, and campaigned for an
amnesty and parliamentary enquiry into-
police brutality. Its bulletins were operdy

-61rculated, descrlblng
specific 1n01dents of harass
-ment and oppression, often
naming the policemen involve
ed. ~

, Its ac1V1tles expanded,
and it began publishing an

information bulletin ROBOTNIK (worker) ,

intended for workers. When the fitst 'free
trade union' groups were formed they were
usually connected to KOR through local
supporters of ROBOTNIK.

These industrial groups, like KOR, were
small often numbering no more than 12 '
people, and formed spontaneously. KOR's
existence, its crucial role as a focus for
the growing opposition, and its intellec#
tusl composition resulted in its emergence
as the theoretical mentor of the free
unionse.

KOR did not create the free trade union
groups or Solidarnosc but it did influence
its nature and for this reason its ideas

are important as they were a source of -

strength and weakness.

o PR

irstly KOR accepted certain elements of
fha tatuq quo: the geo-political dominat-

4on of the USSR, which threatened invasion "

if the opposition pushed too far., Secondly,
it recognised the important situation of
the Polish church, which historically was’
closely identified with revolutionary
nationalism. Thirdly, they accepted the
continuing dominance of the Party.

These three factors certainly assisted
the growth of the opposition, the formation
of Solidarnosc, and the paralysis of the
state machine. The end result, however, was
that Solidarnosc was a curious hybrid - a
revolutionary orvannsatlon with reformlst

“agpirationse

The ideas that KOR drew on were very
mixed: its model for industrial organisation

was the formation of the Spanish Workers . °

Commissions which had been formed inside
the fascist unions by dissldent workers.
These small, tightly-knit groups would not

' initially make' demands:of' their own, but

would become the embryo for a new organ-

isation.
KOR's ideas on self-management stem

- from the Yugoslavian example, but also

from the ideas of the anarchist theoreti-
cian, Edward Abramowski, who argued that
gocialism in Poland would be achieved

- through the formation of worker and cons-

_lmer’ cooperatlves inside” the existing order
(which in Abramowski's day was capitalism),




Some members of KOR aléo e Ioﬁedéthe“”? : P T, e ) | ¢ - i R
A ~regional .structure 1sg1mportant in providing

idéas of Machajski - another Polish anar-
chist - who developed Bakunin's ideas by
arguing that intellectuals using Marxism
as their ideology would become the new
ruling class and that consequently the
workers should make their own revolution.
Interestingly, after achieving its aim of
setting the workers in motion, KOR form-
&1ly disolved its organisation last |
August. Several KOR members, including
Kuron, who was moving towards an increas-

ingly reformist position, continued to
play an advisory role.

The third connecticn between Solidar-
nosc and anarchism is the propaganda for

anarcho~-syndicalism that was produced
between the two world wars by the Anarci-
ist Federation of Poland, which publishec
a whole series of newspapers and bullet-
ins, including WALKA KLASS (Class Strugg-

le) and GLOS ANARCHISTY (Anarchist Voice)
as well as a number of local papers such
as WOLNY PROLETARJUSZ (Free Proletarian),
and many pamphlets and leaflets, which
were distributed in thousands. The
anarchist movement in Poland was used to
repression - in 1929, for example, one
member of the AFP received a four year
prison sentence for simple possession of

2

anarchist literature. It was however,
unable to survive the duel combination of
the Nazis and Stalinism. Much of the
membership died fighting in the resist-s
ance, although it was able to re-group
for propaganda purposes between 1945 and
1947, After this the movement was ground
down by repression, emmigration and the
incorporation of the syndicalist organi-
sations into the state machine.

Tt's not possible to prove any direct
connection between Solidarnosc's ergani-
satiohal structure and the anarchist
movement in Poland, and given ESolider-
nosc's tendencies towards Catholicism,
and charismatic leadership it would be
futile to even try, although underlying
these features there are important
similarities.

Solidarnose was an organisation
created in struggle and its strueture
reflects this difficult birth. One of 1ts
key features is its regienal erganisation
formed by spontaneous affiliation of
groups of work- S

ers in differ- //”
ent workplaces (

in the sane
areées This

YURMN

a central focus for organisation and over=-
coming rivalries between bluec and white
collar workers and the existence of wage
differentialse | |
The regional structure has strengthened
the weaker groups, with miners and steel-
workers threatening strike action unless
health service workers demands were met.
T+ also enabled Solidarnosc to put forward
demand relating to the community: the organ-
sation of public transport, food distribution
or problems connected with education or the

- environment.

Tt is the strength of this regional
strinoture, with its emphasis on local in-
ieiative and local decision-making which
nam enalbled Solidarnosc to survive in spite
of the wide-spread arrests and the military
clamcdowns. Local bulletins are still being
produced, and workplace organisation appears
intact. Active grass roots members, including
several anarchists, remain free and active.

wWhat went wrong? It's tempting to blame
the streak of bureancratization within Sol-
jdarnosc, and the reformist leadership for
the reversal in Solidarnosc's fortunes, but
to do so would be to rgnore the factors that
reinforced bureaucracy and reformism. By far
themost important factor was the inter-
national isolation experienced by the Polish
working class. Without revolutionary organ=
isations in other East European countries,
and the absence of any revolutionary movement
in the West forced Solidarnosc's members
into a realistic acceptance of the Russian
threat, and hence reformism, in an attempt
to buy time. Slowing down the pace #X amd
nature of social change put time on the side
of the Polish State which had only to organ-~ -
ise its repressive apparatus to orchestrate
a clampdown. The situation remains one of
stalemate, and is likely to remain so until
the workers of both East and West can join
together to bring down both of the barbaric
systems that dominate Europe.

M.E.

(This article taken from 'Direct Action'
No. 9. DA is the paper of the Direct Action
Movement, address on back page. For info

on the esomtirueing situation in Poland we
suggest 'PSC News', paper of the Polish
Solidarity Campaign, available from:

Marion Pitmen,

23 Hampton Rde.,
Twickenham,

Middlesex. (30p & post).
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of REVOLUTIONARY SYNDICALISM

PRINCIPLES

1. Revolutionary Syndicalism, basing itself
on the class war, aims at the wnicn of all
manual and intellectual workers in economic
fighting organizations struggling for their
emancipation from the yoke of wage-slavery
and the oppression of the State. TIts goal
is the re-~organization of social life on
the basis of Free Communism, by means: of
the revolutionary action of the working
class itself. It considers that the econom-
ic organizations of the proletariat are
alone capable of realising this aim, and,
in consegquence, its appeal 1s addressed to
workers in their capacity as producers and
creators of social riches, in opposition

to the modern political labour parties
which can never be considered at all from

the point of view of economic re-organiz-
ation. -

2. Revolutionary Syndicalism is the con-
firmed enemy of every form of economic and
social monopoly, and aims at their aboli-
tion by means of economic communes and
administrative organs of factory and field
workers on the basis of a free system of

councils, entirely liberated from subordin-
ation to any Government or political party. .

Against the politics of the State and of
parties it erects the economic organization

of labour: against the Government of people, .

it sets up the management of things: Con-
sequently, it has not for its object the
conquest of political power, but the aboli-
tion of every State function in social life,
It considers that, along with the monopoly
of property, should disappear also the mon-
opoly of domination, and that any form of
the State, including the form of the "dict-
atorship of the proletariat!" will always

be the creator of new monopoclies and new
pr1v1leges It could never be an 1ns+rumen+
of liberation.

3. The double task of Revolutionary Syndi-
calism is as follows: on the one hand 1t
pursues the daily revolutionary struggle
for the economic, social and intellectual -
improvement of the working class within the
framework of existing societyj; on the other
hand its ultimate goul is to raise the
masses to the independant management of
production and distribution, as well as to
the tranfer into their own hands of all the
ramifications of social life. It is convin-
ced that the organization Qf an economic
system, resting on the producer and built
up from below upwards, can never be regul-
ated by Governmental décrees, but only by
the common action of all manual and 1nte11~

ectual workers in every bramch of industry, *.

by the conduct of factorles by the producers
themselves in such a way that each group,
workshop or. branch of industry is an autono-
mous section of the general economic organ-
ization, systematlcally developing product-
ion and distribution in the interests of

the entire conmunity in accordance with a
well- determlned plan and on the ba51s of
mutual agreementso

4, Revolutionary Syndicalism is opposed to
every centralist tendancy and organization,
which is ‘but borrowed from the State and the
Church, and which stifles methodically every
spirit of initiative and every independant
thought. Centralism is an artificlal organ-
ization from top to bottom, which hands over
en bloc to a handful of people, the regula-
tion of the affairs of a whole community.
The individual becomes,  therefore, nothing
but an automaton directed and moved from.
above. The interests of the community yield
place to the privileges of .a few; variety

is replaced by iniformity; personal respon-
sibility by-a souless discipline; real
education. by a veneer. It is for this reason
that Revolutionary Syndicalism advocates .

 federalist organization; that is to say, an

organization, from below upwards, of a free
union ef all forces on the basis of common

ideas and interests.

%. Revolutionary Syndicalism rejects all
parliamentary activity and all cooperation
with legislative bndies. Universal sufirage,
on however wide a basis, cannot bring about
the disappearance of the flagrant contrad-
jections existing in the very bossom of mod-
ern society: the parliamentary syutem has
but one object, viz., to lend the appear-
ance of legal right to the reign of lies and
social injustice, to persuade slaves to fix
the seal of the law onto their;own enslave-
ment . FEL

6. Revolutionary Syndicalism rejects all
arbitrarily. fixed political and national
frontlers,'and 4t sees in nationalism no-
thing else but the religion of the modern °
State, behind which are concealea the mater-
jal interests of the possessing classes.

Tt recognises only regional differances,
and demands for every group the right of
self-determination in harmonious solidarity
with all other associations of an eeonomic,
territorial or natlonal order.

P Ot An for tnese same reasons that Rev-
olutionary Syndicalism opposes militarism

..-in all its forms, and considers anti-milit-
‘arist propaganda one of its most important
‘l‘FiSkS in the

struggle against the present

(continued over...)




REVOLUTIONARY SYNDICALISM contdeoe.

system. In the first instance, it urges
individuval refusal of military service, and
especially, organized boycotting of the
manufacture of war materials.

8. Revolutionary Syndicalism stands on the
platform of direct action, and supports

all struggles which are not in contradict-
ion with its aims, viz., the abolition of
economic monopoly and of the domination of
the State. The methods of struggle are the
strike, the boycott, sabotage etc. Direct
action finds its most pronounced expression
in the general strike which, at the same
time, from the point of view of Revolution-
ary Syndicalism, ought to be the prelude

to the social revolution.

9. Although enemies of all forms of organ--
ized violence in the hands of any Govern-
ment, the Syndicalists do not forget that
the decisive struggle between the Capitalism
of today and the Free Communism of tomorrow
will not take place without serious cecili-
sions. They recognise violence therefore,
as a means of defence against the methods
of violence of the ruling classes, in the
struggle of the revolutionary people for
the expropriation of the means of product-
ion and of the land. Just as this exprop-
riation cannot be commcuced and carried

to a successful issue except by the revol-
utionary economic organizations of the
workers, so also the defence of the revocl-
ution should be in the hands of these econ--
omic organizations, and not in those of

any military or other organizations operat-
ing outside the economic organs.

10. It is only in the revolutionary economic
organizations of the working class that is
to be found the power apt to carry out its
emancipation, as well as the creative energy
necessary for the re-organization of soclety
on the basis of Free Communism. ‘

(Adopted by the First International Conven-
+ion of the International Workers Associat-

fon (I W .AFAL.R. ), - Berliiai19e2.)

RAEVOLUTIONARY
UNIONISM  ToDbAY

The International Workers Associatilon
(Asociacion Internacional de Trabajadores
T.W.A./A.I.T.) is the anarcho-syndicalist
International. It was formed in 1922 as a
revolutionary alternative to the Red Trade
Union International (a front organization
for the Russian Communist Party). In the
jnter-war years the AIT had a membership of

O

several million and sections in 25 countries.

As dictatorships came topower throughout
Europe, the revolutionary unions in Italy,

Germany, Spain and Portugal were smashed.
Other sections in Bulgaria and Argentina
were also forced underground. The nightmare
rule of fascism, the devastation of world
war and the subsequent cold war reduced the
ATT to a mere husk. Only now has the revol-
utionary union movement begun to rise from
the ashes of these historic defeats. Today
the anarcho-syndicalist International 1s
undergoing a period of expansion and renew-
al. This is a direct result of the rebirth
and amazing growth of the AIT's most prest-
igious section: the Spanish CNT.

The Confederacion Nacional del Trabajo
(CNT), Spains anarcho-syndicalist union fed-
eration, was the major organization of the
Spanish working class up until the victory
of Franco in the Civil War. At its peak it
had over 2 million members. Four decades
of fascist repression reduced this to a
mere 20,000, which was its size when %
emerged from the underground in March 1977.
With more freedom to organize, it began to
expand rapidly and re-assert itself as the
most militant of the organizations of the
Spanish working class. By October 1978 it
had more than half a million members and
was still expanding, making it the largest
revolutionary organization in the world
(unless you consider the various '"Communist"
Parties revolutionary). Inspired by the
success of the CNT other sections of the

ATT began to re-animate themselves.

Tn Ttaly the USI (Unione Sindacale Ital-
jana) played a crucial role in some of the
most famous episodes of Italian revolution-
ary history (such as the Red Week in 1913
and the factory occupations in 1920). At
its hight it reached 800,000 members but
was destroyed by fascist violence when
Mussclini came to power. After its re-found-
ing in 1978 it too is building up rapidly.

In Germany the Freie Arbeiter Unilon
(Free Workers Union) which had 200,000 mem-
bers until crushed by Hitler, is also being
reconstructed. In Norway the Norsk Synd-
ikalistik Forbund ZNorwegian Syndicalist
Federation) was re-formed in 1976 as a rank
& file grouping in the social democratic
trade union central (10). Its greatest
strength is in the Oslo local of the Iron
& Steel Union. Other sections of the AIT
include the CNT in France, another CNT in
Bulgaria (exiled and underground in Bulgar-
ia), the Argentinian FORA, the Portuguese
anarcho-syndicalists grouped around the
paper 'A Batalha', and propaganda groups
in New York (ILibertarian Workers Group)
and Britain (Direct Action Movement).

Then there are 3 revolutionary union
organizations which aren't sections of the
AIT but which maintain friendly links with

A (continued page 11)
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"o had better be without'education than
be educated by cur rulers,”

1n.-l.1cu-=a OJ t 16 amtg,l.’.st state”? You may
well wonder. Weil I would suggest that
schools have hardly anything to do with
edurau*on, and a lot to do with that very
state, which any sane person will agree
should be kicked in the head, Who funds
schools? The state, ¥ho controls, inspects
and provides ueachors for schools (éven so
called independant ones)? The state, And °
what is perpetuated by schools” The state,
Scheols are in essence Jjust concentration
camps where kids spend at least I0 years
being indoctrinated, Trey learn the mental
mentality that suits the staté = obedience,
rules, wiforms, Christianity, consumerism,
and patriotism, Most of all they learn to
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of the so—called juvenile:delinquen* or
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M But" you may point out, "don't séhools
really exist to tcach peoplo read:ng,'wvltlng
and other useful skills? Vlell, do they? In
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ATTERNATIVE EDUCATION contde..

sharing. Apart from the lunacy of the
system there is no reason why, with modern
techneclogy and co-operation between indive
iduals, any parent should not be able to
spend many hours a day teaching and learn-
ing from his or her children. By opting

out of scthools NOW we can make a step for-
ward to the end schooling and the beginning

of educatione.
‘£
Sue..

P55 If you are interested in education

outside the system pledse contact me via
Angryl

Under the classroom door
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8, - thln stream of blood

the massacre
of the innocents
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REVOLUTTONARY UNIONTISM TODAY contde...

Rl L A SO A I T DAY T W

The SAC (Sveriges Arbetares Centralorgan-
isation: Swedish Central Workers Organisat-
ion) is Swedens syndicalist union. It has
18,000 members and organises lumber,, K con-
struction and foundry workers as well as a
growing number of service and white~collar
workers,

Little known in England, the OVB is a
Dutch union organized on syndlcallst lines.
Its initials stand for the Independant
Alliance of Industrial Unions and it exists
as an autonomous workers organization of .
more than 13,000 members. The membership is
mainly in the VWest, South and North, and
works in building, fishing, docks, taxi-
driving and metal-working though now public
sector workers (ex. teachers and social
workers etc.) are joining. It also has a
growing youth section.

The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)
- better known as the 'Wobblies' was found-
ed in 1905 at a convention in Chicago with
socialists, anarchists, trade unionists and
revolutionaries present Though the dele-'
gares differed on many issues, they agreed

that the American Federation of Labour
(their TUC) with its craft unionism, class
coliaboration and "pure and simple" trade '
vrniorism, had t6 be replaced by an: organ— :
jemtien which stodd for industrial unionism,
cregavization of 'all workers regardless of
skiil, sex, colour or nationality, and the.
esuaFl sanent of a new social system o

replace capitalism.

The TWW went through 2 splits and emerged
by 1908 as a revolutionary union devoted to
econcmic activity, opposed in general to
political action, and seeking its goal of
the "one big union''(OBU) through direct
action, sabotage, passive resistance and
labour solidarity.

The history of the IWW is a long list of
strikes, free speach fights, set-backs, and
the murder, deportation and imprisonment of
wobblies. There have been many notable
viictories and the lives of many workers
changed drastically for the better. The
union is today best remembered for its mar-
tyrs such as Joe Hill whose advice to the
members on the eve of his judicial murder
was, '"Don't waste time mourning for me...
organize:". 5,

During thé First World War the union took
a strong anti-militarist stand. This led to
attacks on the union such as the '"Criminal
Syndicalism" Law used to great effect for
many years (it was only repealed 1in 1972) .

The IWW have continued to organize as
they always have, but with much fewer num-
bers than in the old days. Until recently
that is, the IWW too is in a period of ex-

pansion it seems.
% sk %k

,An exPlanatlon of the terms used:
| S;)_r_ndlcallsm° At the turn of the century

anarchists entered the trade unions in France
and for a time turned them into revolution-
ary organlzatlons° As a result the word
"syndicalisme!" (French for .trade unionism)
came to mean "'revolutionary unionism'".
Anarcho—szgdlcallsm° Is the movement which
sees’ ‘revolutionary unionism as the method
but ‘Manarchy" as the goal (anarchy being a
classless, Stateless 8001ety based equallty
and freedom).
N.B. The IWW, which developed out of diff-
erent conditions prefers to call its brand
of revolutionary unionism "1ndustr1al
unionism", but it has obvious similarities
with syndicalist and anarcho—syndlcallst

organizations.

W
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DIRECT ACTION MOVEMENT. British section
of the I.W.A./A.I.T. Small, but growing.
Members in Hull. D.A.M. Box 20, 16L/166
Corn Exchange Buildings, Hanglng Ditch,
Manchester M4 3BN.

INDUSTRTAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD. Small
syndlcallst group active in Britain. Can
be contacted at: I.W.W. (British Sectlon)
ch 48 Oldham, Lancs. OL1 2JQ° |
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Tie Western media is quick to pounce on any
rews of dissidents in Russia who would pre-
for to live in the "free'" world. They point
to these examples in a propaganda attempt
t2 back up their claims that communism means
cowrtote suppression, whereas here in the
W=t vou are free. They conveniently forget
t2 mention the number of dissidents in the
Frast who, 1if the opportunity arose, would
ot prefer to live in the West, but would
r=iher there was a world of REAL communism
- these are the dangerous ones because they
realise that the Eastern bloc countries are
rot communist, nor is the Western world
"iree',

One such group of dissidents in Russia
were active in Leningrad from 1976 until
{h=2ir arrests in 1978 as members of the
enarchist/communist New Left Opposition.
trveral of the prisoners have been released,
bt two of them are still held. One is
[1izadiy Tsurkov, charged with anti-Soviet
asitation and propaganda, organizational
activity against the State, and participat-
ion in anti-Soviet organizations.

He was tried on 3rd April 1979 and sent-
anced to 5 years in a corrective labour
cceicny (he was moved to Christopol prison
in November 1981) and 2 years internal
exiie., During the trial the telephones of
his family and friends were disconnected,
and many were placed under house arrest.
Cilv his mother was allowed into court. In
Joauary of this year he was visited by a
friend who reported that his eyesight has

oded considerably.

He is just one example, there are several
more, most of which are probably unheard
0. A country which holds priscner anyone
w~o questions the basis of the State, can
in no way be regarded as socialist.

But how many criticisms of Russia do you
heéar from the Left in Britain today? Al-
though many condemn the Soviet States and
would agree with our criticisms, they are
not so quick to leap at atrocities in that
pert of the world as they are to attack
(quite rightly) the West.

Some are blatant in their defence of the
Soviet '"workers' state'. (The existance of
d-ssidents in Russia, and events such as
have taken place recently in Poland should
dispel this myth right off). Others, who
claim to be the inheritors of the Bolsheviks
and wish to distinguish themselves from
other trotskyist groups, say that the Soviet
Union is State-capitalist (i.e. the State
o5 and controls the wealth and power),
which it is, but may I remind them that the
s~rrnists saw the dangers of marxist ideol-
¢+ Tong before the Russian revolution. In
1775, Bakunin predicted that the outcome
o 2 marxist revolution would be that the

THE USSR ™

leaders of the Communist Party would be-
come the new ruling class. Within Russia
itself the anarchists were the first to
analyze and condemn the new regime as State-
capitalist, for which the Bolsheviks pro-
ceeded to wipe them out. The latter-day
Rolsheviks have learnt their lesson too
late.

This attack on the Soviet bloc countries
should not be seeu as pro-Western. By ignor-
ing the East and concentratlng all critice
ism on the West, the Left is seen as being
pro-Russian. Now that we, as anarchists,
are taking up issue with the events in so-
called "workers' states'" we will no doubt
be criticized by various factions of the
Left of supporting the West.

Not so. We reject all states as artificial
boundaries ueparatlng workers from workers.
The free world is not free, the communist

world is not communist.
Mez .

I.ETTERS OF PROTEST DEMANDING THE IMM-
EDIATE RELEASE OF ARKADIY TSURKOV SHOULD
BE SENT TO TVE USSR EMBASSY (VICTOR
POPOV - AMBASSADOR), 13 KENSINGTON
PALACE GARDENS, IONDON W8 4QX. (These
in themselves will not get Tsurkov re-
leased, but at least it ] ete the

Russian authorities kuow we Know) «

BAKUNIN ON MARX continuede...

Myho are the Marxists, these partisans of
so-called scientific sdcialism? They are

the doctrinal revolutionaries, who have
assumed the mission of destroying the exist-
ing powers and orders to create their own
dictatorship upon the ruins. They are the
enermies of the actual powers only because
they want to take them over; enemies of the
actual political institutions only because
the latter exclude any possibility of the
formers dictatorship. Tney are never theless
the most ardent friends of State power,
which they know must be maintained; with-
out it the revolution, after having really
1iberated the people, would remove from

this pseudo-revolutionary minority any hope
of fastening them to a new harness and win-
ning their favour with Government measures."

THE MARXIST STATE

"For the proletariat, this will be, in
reality, nothing but a barrack regime,
where the standardised mass of men and
women workers will wake, sleep, work and
1ive. to the beat of a drum; for the clever

~and educated a privilege of governing; and

for the mercenary minded, attracted by the
immense international speculations of the
State bank, a vast field of lucrative job-
bery.! (Letter to Liberte, 2.
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BAKUNIN ON MARX continued.eco

"e leaders of the Communist Party,
rasely Mr. Marx and his followers, will
nrozeed to liberate humanity in their own
wa7, They will concentrate the reins of
Government in a strong hand. They will
create a central bank and control all
conmercial, industrial, agricultural and
even scientific production. The mass of
penple will be divided into two armies -
industrial and agricultural - under the
direct command State engineers, who will
constitute a new privileged and political
class." (Statism and Anarchy, 1873).

MARX - ©
RARCELDONA: 1

In 1871 Karl Marx wrote to Engels de-
nouncing the idea of workers' control.
Stressing the inability of workers to
manage without 'management' "Go and run
one of the Barcelona factories without
direction, that is to say, without
anthorityl!" Marx wrote.

Unfortunately for Marx he chose a bad
example. For in the 1930's Spanish work-
ers took control of their factories and
workplaces. Catalonia saw all industry

and public services under workers control.

In the Levante region the figure was 70%.
Workers throughout the country followed
this example. 2,000 agricultural collect-
ives were also formed.

Amid the struggle against the State
and the fascist coup the Spanish people
proved to the world that workers left to
their own devices do not cause chaos and
disaster, and that a liberated people,
free from the State, can live and work
together in relative harmony. Producing
and providing for the benefit of all, not
lining the pockets of a parasitical few:

If Karl Marx had been in Spain at the
time he would have been a sight to be-
hold, skulking around with his tail
between his legs, tightly clutching his
crumpled manuscripts,

i KA

HEALTH SERVICE STRIKE
The health workers pay claim is still
dragging on, and the defeat of ASLEF by
the Government (aided by their couater-
parts in the TUC leadership) will make
the claim that much harder to win. The

G- vervnment has been forced to up its
cfcer from the original 4% fer ancilliary
et=T and 6.4% for nurses to €% for the

ancilliary staff and 7.5% for nurses. Wow:
this'1l]l mean the good life for health
workers! Not really. The increased offer
will be gobbled up by increased meal charges,
lodging, tax, and the ever increasing cost
of living these days.

The health workers have held several
national token strikes, usually one day
affairs, culminating in the three day stop-
age with emergency cover only starting on
Monday 19th July. There have been two
marches in support of the demand through
Hull, on the 23 June and 20 July. Both were
well supported (the biggest marches in Hull
yet?), with thousands of NHS staif coming
from the picketing and being joined by
workers from other industries (for the
lunch break at least).

Tt's obvious that the pressure on the
Government has to be increased, and the
weak-kneed TUC bureaucrats with their in-
effectual campaign aren't the ones who are
going to apply it. On the positive side
Council dustmen in Hull have come out in
support on the days of the strikes recently
(the first group to do so here), in a show
of practical working class solidaritye.
Hopefully the trend will increase and spread
vefore the ineffectual TUC-led campaign
starts pissing people off and support de-
clines. But. there's also much more the NHS
staff could be doing themselves. I don't
mean just the inane cry of some of the
neanderthals of the Left for an "all-out
strike'. NHS staff are understandably
hesitant about action which harms the
patients, and would alienate much support.
Some alternatives that NHS staff could use
are outlined in the "Ideas" article. They
themselves will know the best ways to mess
up the hospital without harming patients.
With a bit of imagination they could bring
the hospital administration and bureaucray
to a standstill. This, and a bit of added
pressure from workers with more "muscle"
will force the Government to open its

cofferss.

SERVICES RENDERED

So, Joe Gormless 1s now a governor of the
atate owned BBC. This part-time post will
only pay his pocket money, as it is a mere
two and a half thousand a year. Mind you
he shouldn't complain, a lot of people'd
sell their souls for a Job these days.

Oh well, as a friend to the Government
maybe he could 'negotiate' a pay rise as
a charge for services rendered. Or was
that paid up in kind by the seat in the

Hoeuse of Lords?




