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Unofficial Strike
Grows
A MEAN

Movement

[.abour Government
Strike-breaking Deteated

for instance, all Communist organised
we should advise a different
new strike method.
neither blesses or

CITY!

Two London members of the A F.D
recently went in search of a hall, so that
we could meet for the mutual discussion
of our social problems and enjoy comradely

strikers | as,
strikes fail,
| time, occasion or a
Official or unofficial
creses the enterprise,
*If. however, a strike is likely to succeed

In its attitude to strikes and
the Labour Government is indistinguishable
from its Tory predecessors. The Socialist
tale that a Socialist government will act
differently to a ‘' capitalist government ™
is blown sky high at the first touch of

reality. and succeed quickly we should gladly |intercourse. A few notes on the progress
Phe Labour Government was., if any-|advocate it, unofficial or official. To shout | of our mission might interest.
thing. rather more e iger than the Tories llnnﬂT(‘l:l] l.nn\’v.\‘ .l:.l\'.nnt. :I;l(l 1S (:asmg to \'()i()lll‘nillg in the hvwa\'\' of South
"0y 5 . “{ . > 5 Y6 . o » ~ or N ) O p .‘
to use the Army to break strikes. The [ MOvVe Increasing milions oI WOrkKers, London. hn]'e rose in our hearts as we saw

R e o nwers - o , 'Wever. 0S J :
workers were quick to learn the lesson. t'!llt trln.thh l\u he \:le\m thzfl; .zll]mf tt:‘ll a large “To Let” notice over a bombed
w learne , S W ' ces | strikes which succe re unofficial, for the ' Yo
they learned in a few days what it takes | SLIIKES WAIC o LSRR e shop. On finding the agents we discovered

the learned intelligentsia twenty vears to| very good reason that to strike by the

l o s i oie GPSirateutaite. nioh cortain the shop had already been let at a yearly
T e . ; S 4 Mr class S ) omaea 0 O oc e 1S - - - -
discover from books. Their class position | - ¢ inclusive rental of £825.

was clear to them. As the military|to damn the strike to defeat. Further,

marched ino Smithfield meat market to | more than 95 per cent. of strikes are un- Our second hope took us on a bus to the
blackleg on the lorry drivers, the porters |official. Trade unionism has become a con- [ AZ€nts concerned, from whom we learned
wvalked out, quickly followed by the Covent | vention of submission. that the shop he had to offer was a
GGarden and other porters and swiftly sup- Workers no longer look to the three, six | triangular one 8 feet along each

bombed café bar. The inclusive rent was
285 p.a. The agent advised us to go
along to a vicar whom he named, to ask
him to grant us use of his hall for a small

ported by the dockers and others. or nine months strike of twenty years ago.
No doubt about it—the Government was | They seek to enforce their demands by
well and truly licked by the strikers most | quick, powerful, well chosen jabs,

of whose demands were met after less|achieving their aims in weeks or days—
than a fortnight'’s strike. The use of mili- | sometimes in hours. But this means |sum. We did not follow his suggestion.
tary force to smash strikes has no terror | cutting right through trade union pro- Our next hope was the subject of a

for transport workers. ‘ Battle order " |cedure, which takes at least nine months to 'phone call to the Mayfair address of i
with steel helmets and rifles is a slow and | operate. That is; only a well timed swift [ West End estate agent. On dialling, the

cumbersome way of carrying on industry. | strike can sueceed and such strikes are, by | (Colonel's voice came through :(—

The trade nnions co-operated with the| their very nature, unofficial. | \zent : * Hallo, this is Trevor, yes?”
Labonr and Trade Union government, the ' In fheir conduct of unofficial strikes, i ey .
military and the employers to break the | strikers have resorted to Syndi oa]istl I)e'le.gutv: *This is l:pt().n speaking, I am
strike and defeat the higher wage and methods, the lightning strike, work-to- |enquiring about the premises you have fo
{4 hour week movement. Their chief rule, sympathetic strike, etc. The con-| €t i”"“'“l“'“”h Road. How much is the
veanon—rto call the strike unofficial—is tinuance and development of such strikes rent?

woefully blunted these dayvs when official-  can only go on by the growth of new| A : “£360 a year including rates. It is
dom is so discredited. organisational forms, that is new compared | in a very good position. Of course, you

For our part we care little whether a  to trade unionism. n the development of | will have to get the War Damage Com-
strike is official or unofficial. We do care new organisational forms, strikers will turn | mission to the bomb-repair. You
whether a strike is likely to succeed or not. ' to Syndicalist methods, just as in action|would have to do the other repairs your-
[f a strike Is likely to fafl in fts purpose, ' they turn to Syndiealist methods of attack. |self. What business do you intend to
arry on there?” |

D : “Well, I was really looking for &
h Ul at a reasonable weekly sum, We in-

=]
' ! ‘ . .
A n a c h l St s a n d tend to use the premises as a meeting place
for discussion. .. .”

ASSEeSS

A *What organisation do you repre-

. . .
Private Property -
" D : *“1 have been delegated by

' Anarchist Federation of Britain.”
A : “Well, in that case, owing to the

the

Anarechists are opposed to the State-
that is the special body of publie coercion

a Tew and no property for the majority.
Capitalism could not exist if all had pro-,

' i : . . : : name of vour organisation, I don’t think
armed with jails, judges, armies, police, | perty. It can only function when the . ,"" SO , e
e Tt e : e ‘ we could accept any business from you, as
laws and other means of enfor Clng the lllﬁJH[‘lt.\’ h;[\'e been robbed of all pr(,pprtv ” i being lui‘p(l up with
g : : s ™ e . P : : y Ve coula no 1S X
will of a ruling class. That is what is| and being propertyless (proletarians) are|' & |

: : : ¢ owers.”’
usually regarded as the negative side oi hoinb-throwers

Anarchism-—* the destructive side ™. The
constructive is the belief shared by all in
the world Anarchist movement, in the

mmon ownership of the means of pro-
«luctum expressed in Anarcho-syndicalism.

therefore forced to seek employment as N
wage slaves, D : “ You'll pardon me, we are the A.F.

: : . : the R.A.F.”

At this point we expect an interruption ae : '
from the village idiot or a professor of A a\We
political economy, declaring that the|lrou your org

could only accept business

ranisation on the proviso that

SNSRI Delanic DRODYLR D:ifac B y stand guarantor for you and swear as (o
means of production and favour comimon bona fides.”

Vour
ownership witih workers’ control. |

Socialists and Anarchists

(Continued on Page 2, column 1.)

M

Tom Brown

We speak here only of the organised " It would not be possible to run the rail-
Anarchist movement—a world movement, private property. we propose communising :\\'uys by dividing the carriages among the
represented in Britain by the Anarchist  includes the tooth paste, furniture, clothes, | rqilwavmen, or the factories by dividing
Federation of Britain and in most other dentures and wooden legs of the workers. lulhvs.‘gwu‘s or pieces of girder among the
conntries by the appropriate Anarchist | Not at all; we are here concerned with | fg.tory workers. Nor is it possible to con-
federations., Outside of this movement are | private ownership of the means of pro-|¢ipue ;')«-i*'t)' without the use of railways,
scatered a few individuals and family | duction, land, factories, mines, ships, and ggctories, power stations and other large
groups in three or four countries, who do %0 on, without which we cannot live. In gegle means of production—except by the

not believe in the abolition of [)rl\}lt(* pro- spite of the arguments of ke pl plnf('\\nl‘\
perty, but who take on themselves the name | the workers do not possess these and must
of Anarchist. Such persons and * groups \therefore look for employers to hire them.

associate Anarchism with pacifism, capital- | - =
Capitalist ‘“Freedom”

isin, new art, punk poetry, fruitarianisi,

extermination by hunger and disease of
nine-tenths of the population. Capitalism
has prepared the means of production for
socialisation. Economy awaits the Social
Revolution.

|
sandal wearing, . nndism, * l?ﬂt\ll’v ‘."r‘.’g ‘ So long as the workers are propertyless Jecause of these things the Anarchist
and almost anything but social revolution. “nul the employving class control the means Federation of Britain stands by the In-
BUtisiCllipersens e mat [.h“. FIAT LISty ' of production, so long will the workers be tegral principle of Anarchism-—Abolition
nmvmnmlf any more ‘than simllar ,“g”l'\'” wage slaves, whatever the nature of the of private property, common ownership of
with a different label are “Wﬂssm.‘”‘v s State. Who controls the means whereby  the means of production by workers con-
Soecialist movement. Of course, it may :

we live controls our trol. Less than this is fraud.
State. therefore,

property

1To attack the
without atacking private
Is to make freedom an object of

lives,
please some Socialists te regard as Anarchs

ist anyvone who takes the name without the
ideas. We wonder what the Socialist

It follows that an organisation believing
in and teaching these things must be

would sayv if we applied their measure to | Public ridicule. Many capitalists believe in organised on principles in harmony with
gocialiem. and accept as Socialists all who (hat sort of ,“"'”l”“' , Lorles like Lord these aims. Organised against these
call themselves by that name ; the Catholic Acton \\l'h”l sald, Fhat g"\'w““"';” Is the principles it will hinder their fulfilment.

¢ ' s : . hest which governs least.,” What they

onservatives " Austria (Christian : - The A.F.B. reanised on these Anarch-
conservative 2 meant was that they objected to even a 1 SIOrERTISCILO

s ialiIsts , CASCISES Hf ”PI’III:UI‘\' ; - 1 - A . ' N 16 i 3. IS ¢ I llpql hv
s 4a of capitalist government interfering with the st iprinciples.  “The A.K.B./ls contro )

afion: Socialists). the liberals 2 : e 1S o ers. its delegates are elected and
"\d“”“‘” octall t.\ 1§t t] 2olshey ik freedom ot those ecitizens who t'lll]nlc»}'!'(l the ”\' l.“ mb oLt 1 l 'l L’utl a0t ' ‘ [
"rance (Radical Socialists), the Bolsheviks : : . subiec O recy V 1 members. S
France (Radical Soc] ‘“ ' ,l led labour of the others. ] llc')’ objected to I‘ll'.l l. I‘ R : 4 ' .l lBoted 1o
' a v { er Iralidds cand . : N J t o N e e L =
Socialist. By any standard of fairplay. subject to recall,

: s for t] which forbade the employment of children

g . : * T ¢ AT ! S ~ - 5 by '

in judging what Anar hism stand ¢ 2 more than twelve hours a day, or prevented I'reaching the
0. > "y o . . ... » X ':il’- . * y ) : .

: Y g ’ ‘eI e should be : .
ised as a world movement, sho l ' all vlnlnlu,\'vl‘ O fence In (l:lllgvl'mls follows that the

abolition of the private

means of production, 1t

Anarchist press must not
accepted. machinery. jut  when private property|be privately owned or controlled., 'T'hat Is
In opposing private property we are not, ' ywas threatened they ceased ‘to be|why ‘Direct Action” is owned and con-
in fact, [»rn]mﬁi“ﬂ to rob the people of libertarians,. frolled by the Anarchist Federation and
something they possess, It is the "“l'““”“' There can be no freedom for the worker why its heading boldly says s0. Anarchists
class (and their nebulous hangers on, .thv unless. the capitalist monopoly of private regard this as a very important prineiple
“ middle class ) who lose by the “‘“h,\“ property is abolished. But the restoration “ test principle. For a paper which
tion of common ownership. The \\""'k!“'»-' f l""'l’:‘”." to the workers cannot be made | #ttacks  private property to be itself
class has nothing to lose. The employing . o 4 oiqine the property of the capitalists | Privately owned and controlled Is some-
class has already dispossessed the workers, “'“'““K the workers, as in early peasant thing worse than Uriah Heep.

It 18 too often accepted, quite W rongly, revolts the peasants divided the estates Understanding these things new readers
that capitalism Is a system standing for of the landowners, [f we lived in a will learn much of the principles and
private property. The truth s that primitive agricultural-handicraft economy mode of organisation of the Anarchist|
capitalism stands for private property for | small scale ownership would be possible. | Federation,

T

vou get some person of note or repute 10|
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THE POLISH

ELECTIONS

BULGARIAN

“He’s suspected of nof voting for the Communists /™

GOVI,

SUPPRESS ANARCHISTS

Communist Concentration

Camps and Forced Labour

Having been persecuted by the different
fascist regimes which have held power in
Bulgaria since 1923, the Bulgarian Anarc h-
ist Communist Federation is once more the
object of savage repression by the Father-
land Front government which seized power
in Neptember, 1944,

It was the Bulgarian Anarchists who,
during the German occupation animated

the Spirlt of resistance of the people. The
first maquis in Buigaria were organised by
an anarchist militant, Mariol Wasseff. As
in Spain, the large anarchist movement
represents the revolutionary aspirations of
the masses of the workers. Hundreds of
comrades lost their lives in the struggle

against faseism. In exchange, since the

*democratic victory ", the c¢lubs of the
Anarchist Federation throughout the
country have been arbitrarily closed by the
authorities, after the appearance of only
seven issues, the publication of the

National organ of the Federation,
“Workers Thought’, was suspended by
the government. [ts  editor, the old
Anarchist militant, George Karamikhailov,
has been interned for six months, without
any charge being brought against him.

A ferocious terror is raging throughout
the country. The concentration camps are

full to overtlowing with those who have
dared to disagree with the dictatorial
methods of the government. Anarchists,

syndicalists, Agrarians and socialists find
themselves side by side behind the barbed
wire, Well over 2,000 members of the
Anarchist Federation have been imprisoned

or interned, and all libertarian aectivity

bhanned.

Spanish

Lranco’s Sparn wants to
England, a Labour Party. It's in the fashion
since the Labour Party came to power in
I',f.”’/."’/u’ “1/"(‘1;/]' I)clw).’ /’.1\ «'l'c'u'.’c./ a Jorn.
)[ % / '/N'/H.'\M’ & ' ,f/\( A g
A, ’1/‘.*("1‘. S/’J/N. 7] \/.'.?/c'

pave, 1ust like

entine Anc
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taste for traditionalrsm, wants to be in the
tashion.
\/) 1'\/‘ | /'/)(')/("\))/' M Course. I ('t,h"

within the bounds
.’\ 7A)

f the Franco regime. I!
specral as 1t 15 specious. A real socral
caricature. A kind of “Peronism’’
it bhas no definite ideoloer Its real m
(pirer, however much he is camouNaged, is
//’c‘ /H.').'.'\/c’t 0] L.I/WIH 01 I'-'.H.'(H'\ yoverr-
ment, mmm/c * Guron. His speeches are
a blend of Hitlerian dem. 1000y and [esuits
mysticism,

[t 15 this character who
OCHUTE Il'///' //'t "'('//’ 0]
‘/t /H/* I‘c‘(’/(.'./('u/ Yo .l/'/
I'e conquered and sold-out
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VOus 1 1his neu pari [t 15 with this «
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of bubli opinton.
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KFranco’s New Move
Labour

The Secret police of the Communist
‘Party (which controls the government)
spy on all activities of the people. The
militia—again controlled by the Com-
munists—carries out the arrests, intimid-
and torture on their orders,

The workers and peasants of Bulgaria
are learning, to their cost, what lies behind
the lying hypocritical propaganda of the
Communists.  Liberation has meant only

the substitution of a new totalitarian
regime for that of the previons fascist

covernments ; many of the members of the
old faseist and reactionary parties have
been given posts in the Fatherland Front.
Their archives and previous experience of
the methods of suppressing the revolution-
ary workers has proved invaluable to the
C.P.

Because of the unstable position of the
garian regime towards the Western
Powers, the mass executions, typical of all
!“('lilt“l‘.\'lli[).\', have not yel commenced,
but they are likely to as soon as the
government is rec Then the Com-
nunists will rival Franco and Salazar in
the terror they will let The only
way in which this can be averted is by the
workers of other countries making it elear
that they will not tolerate the continued
repression of their Bulgarian elass ecam-
rades. The need is for mass demonstra-

enised.

0OSEe.

tions outside the Embassies and Consulates

of the Bulgarian government throughout
the world. The Red faseists must be
shown that their mask of democeratic
virtue, like that of the British Government
im Greece, deceives none but the blind tools
of Moseow imperialism,
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Slave Labour

in Britain
Send the

- P.O.W.s Home

Several hllllvlrﬂl thousand German
prisoners are being kept in rvitude by
the British Labour Government long after
the war has ended. most of them being told
fh".\' will not be released until four vears
after the cessation of hestilities. The
reason for this is seen in the nuse the
Government is making of them. Building

labonr-
and
are
army of

of houses, making of roads, farm
ing, working in private {factories
acting as the serfs of army ofhicers
among the tasks of this great
slaves,

Slavery it is! And the British Govern-
ment has lnh',: shown Its eagerness 1o obtain
as many of these _ par-
ticularly from the Americans, For ex-
ample, when, last spring, the U.S.A.
(rovernment decided fto releass their
prisoners of war thousands of them were
sent from the States to Germany (that is
' the prisoners were told they were going to
Germany) via Britain. 3ut when the
prisoners landed in Liverpool they were
sent behind British barbed wire in Scotlan«
and England and told they would
released for at least two more

However, there has been some modiica-
fion of that attitude recently and some of
the prisoners, men of A and B
captured in Africa, may return to Germany
In June this year. The decision to allow
limited fraternisation after a blank refusal

Slaves as I,..\\i].'

1HOT ln'
years.

oz‘it‘i

calteg

indicates some remaining spark of
humanity in the breasts of bigoted slave-
owners. Of course, in these davs of * en-

could be
working
grucdeed

the motive
have been
allowed 'a

lightened employers ™
economic as the men
better being
morsel.

.\‘illt‘e

'a political

The alphabetical
explanation.

categories mayv need
Prisoners were put through
sereen, Jach was asked,
vour attitude to the Nazi
Many answered (quite truth-
fully) “I know nothing about polities. 1
have never interested myself in such
questions.” Such were graded C. Nazis aof
type and made to serve longer,
\ccording to many inteligent prisoners.
confirmed Nazis when faced by this ques--
tion, replied, “I am opposed to the Nazi
Party.” - To the questiorr *“ What de vou
think of Hitler 7" they replied. “ I hate
Hitler,” and were graded A—anti-Nazi by
a stupid, often malevolently stupid, mili-
tary bureaucracy. Thousands of these
Nazis have been returned to Germany as
a result of these * screenings.”

'he writer, while visiting a prison eamp.
was surprised to see a few men of white
nair and bent figure, well over fifty vears.
of age. He was told these and others were
there because the Americans on taking
a German town often took prisiner all men
in uniform, even postmen, and tram
ductors.

The writer remembers the building up
stage of the Labour Party when at large
publi¢ meetings its speakers would so often

*What is
Party ?”

lesser

COLL -

pose the Labour Party as the lineal
descendent of all the fighters against
chattel slavery, usually accompanied by
quotations from speeches of Abraham
Lincoln.

Now, the British Labour Party is second

only to the Communist governments in its
‘use of chattel slavery. The chief difference
‘hetween Abraham Lincoln and Major
Attlee is that while it is claimed for the
former that he freed the slaves. the latter
'will go down in history as the man who
;kum them in subjection.
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mature;: they have a libertarian conce ption of
soctal problems. whatever their berbetual
critics may say. And they "'”u the road
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have no more hope of the democrati
owers, but only of the munited action of
the weorkers without nattonal frontiers.
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ientry are letting then !"’\t' ‘!'."' Cr forced
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Welcome " mats W th MIOYQUSiNgG rapidity.
Instead of a straned Otnee. N FIMrY esSOUpes
them when hobnailed boots are heard crashing up
the ancestral mout’ Inve.

I.onl I;tllh hll\ NOo M (‘:w\\t'(l ’H\ ','tl(('.\ T f’!t'
soldwery, who are no lonager allowed to dip thew
COMVIMON "-'[H'\ N ,li\ [:."l"tlf(‘ :’x!.&‘(‘.

He claims that theuy broke snuto his ho thouxe,
towed a boat out to the maddle wi the lnke amd
suni ot (fh(' haoat).

What an original idea if somebody towed lLord

Ib'(l”l fc' H'c‘ wi.f«”( 1) ?’H‘ " .’\(‘ "m’ ~'u-ﬂ(‘ him.
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French
Anarcho-

BOOKS

Syndicalist

© | }
FEderatlon "“The Stalinist propagcmda m the outside denounced as ‘anti-Soviet rumours’ what we affable and deeply unhappy. He ook mc" Fromm the Stockholmn Secretariat of the | 1936-7 [/)g' storm burst on t/?e
ld had b uccessful than any of now, a8/ Sowering fack through the establishment. In one of the rooms | | \ \j A we have received the first news | clandestine F.AU.D. 1 was condemned 1o :

‘u ot 3¢ ¥y N ‘ A village woman deseribes conditions to| butter was being sliced in bars and w rapped in | o German Anarcho-syndicalist wove- | 15 years in the reformatory, of which |

Congress

us in Russia suspected. The myth of a
bappy * socialist” land is treated as a grim
piece of totalitarian ballyboo inside Kussia,

DIRECT ACTION

FEBRUARY, 1947.

] Chose Freedom”’

Russian Official’s Diary of Bolshevik Terror

him :

“1 will not tell you about the dead,” she
said, ‘ I'm sure you know.

The half-dead, the |

paper which bore the imprint, in English,

"U.S.S.R. BUTTER EXPORT.””

manager said. ‘The idea of this butter going to

“*1 know that the peasants are starving,” the |

GERMAN SYNDICALIST

(el

SLACe

Many Victims of Nazi 1error

1939, when we had the last| passed 7 at Waldhemn and 2 at Buchenwald.
reports of the way in which our German | [hen we were transported to another place
colrades were carrying on the strugglé. | /o be UZ/I(/u’dIéa'. :

 But on that occasron |

xS . |28 1L RCCe ted literall 3 Jolemnl } m an nearly-dead are even worse, There are + stuff well-fed foreigners cuts me like a knife. I'he present long report is in documentary | was avle 1o e;m/}e 521072;' with a Czech
The sessions of the Congress of the 2 s lo In Petrovo bloated witl , | '3
hundre Ol peoopie In FQEIOVO s : But what amt 1 to do? 1 have my orders. I'm comrade.

French C.N.T. (National Confederation of

almost religious transport of faith by a large

Labour) held in Paris on December 6-7-
Sth, showed the desire of the French
comrades to rebuild the revolutionary syn-
dicalist movement in accordance with the
principles and tacties of the International

part of those men and women who creaie
public opinion in the outside democratic

world.” page 472.

hunger. I don’t know how many die every day.
Many are so weak that they no longer come
out of their houses. A wagon goes around now
and then to pick up the corpses. We've eaten
everything we could lay our hands on—cats,
dogs, fleld mice, birds.

When its light tomorrow |
vou will see the trees have bheen stripped of |

punished. The peasants steal the mille; they're
hungry. And the cows don’t produce because
|  there's not énough fodder.””  page 121.

Finally the harvest is gathered in:

form, consisting mainly of letters received
far behind my plan and no doubt will lwgn.”l“ sonle of the German militants who

|

have survived the Nazi terror, and from it
we have learut the fate of many comrades
whose lives were sacrificed to the Nazis
during the years since 1983. 'Lhose comu-

Richard Thiede, Leipzig.

Space forbids us from giving more

“r > ; - : “Whe  1irst of the new grain was beinz | .. 1o ave SIrviv ore S itte stails any o of d German
Working Men’s Association (I.W.M.A.). Victor Kravehenko's book would, if it their bark, for that too has been eaten. And deli ‘} '";‘ :":‘ the' r':mary nm‘i_ the - ralllGRd rades who ud\g jslll\l.\ ed, were subuitted (lo-l’.-ul.s. Many more o1 u'ur t.)l.l' 3 |

. - : | were read wldely enough do a great deal the horse manure has been eaten.’ cn.r(rm 8 = A ' hicl left | LO !"ng Lerms ol lprisonment and torture | miltants who gave their lives 1n the

The French working-class is becoming : station, I made a discovery which I me | The

disgusted with the trade union politicians,
who during the past years have tied the
unions to the state machine, and the
workers are again turning to direct action,

towards dispelling this illusion of the
Russian * Workers' State.” Kravchenko
vrites from his personal experiences—not
from what he has read or been told. Until

“1 must have looked startled and unbelieviny.

“‘Yes, the horse manure....We fight over iL
whole grains in it.””

®

old coachman

Sometimes there
page 113,

are

In the same village an

tremulous with horror.
structure were thousands of poods of the pre-
vious year’s grain collections!
State reserves for the district ordered by the
government, their very existence hidden from

‘%

Stacked in the brick

These were the |

al the Nazis' hands.

Loday, in spite of the heroic struggle the
members of the Free German Workers
Union (#.A.U.L.) made against the Nazis,

struggle are mentioned in the report.

names of others who have survived also.

ffor our German- comrades the defeat of
Nazism has not meant an end to the sup-
oression of the Anarcho-syndicalist move-

T T YT Y Y

; i { / - k‘ e . ‘ ot ‘1 v 3 4 " . ] : 31 : . . :-_:;
in opposition to collaboration with the April, 1944, when as a member of a Sov.i ; the starving population by ,"m""""”“' right from 1955, our movement is forbidden | ...+  But we are confident that the com- =
wapitalist class trading mission, he took the opportunity |says: Hundreds of men, women and children had all possibility of legal propaganda’by the 1L, : ' e are con - L el =
SRRERSE 55080 offered by a trip to America, to ‘' choose “Oh yes, we live like grandees hereabouts died of undernourishment in these villages, ('Ccu yation "‘Ul"lorl_ll | ’ “b. . e yi: rades who, in spite of the many years O -

The sixty-seven delegates unanimously freedom  he had been through most of the with one pair of pants for two men and every though grain was hoarded almost outside their | ¥ | AU €S 1 all zones. Lro-|i,qeist terror, have maintained the struggle

declared in favour of direct action and
against governmental collaboration, The

stages of the Bolshevik hierarchy, from
important

one alive until he’s dead. No poor, no rich, ali
beggars. . . . my old woman died of starvation

doors.
“The peasants who were with me when we

paganda Is
political

perwitted only to the tnree
parties—ysocialists, Communists

for our common ideas. will, whatever Lhe
lifficulties, continue the struggle among the

TURRRRELLL

the Communist Youth to an last winter., My daughter got married and found the ‘State Reserves’ started with un- | 4nd Christian Democrats ', . , . >
' ) AS ) 3 : QR R it . N Wai 3 Eni & S crats (Catholics). aerman working-class for the overthrow

St “fm) = t.he Lt s g AL administrative post in Moscow. The book works in the mines. Two of my sons and their helieving eyes and cursed in anger. I didn’t f capitalist n(T state slavery 2
renewal of international contacts to aflirm is the story of his experiences, from the families have been sent to Siberia by the com- blame them, of course, but I exacted their Locaplitalist a state ry. 2

all the energies of the workers, without
distinction of race of nationality, in the
aim of a new society based on the con-
ception of libertarian federalism,

Insofar as the French workers learn of
the resolutions of the Congress, we shall
expect a reaction on the part of those who
have followed the shepherds of marxism,
those who have been deceived by obeying
Russian instructions.

These hopes are sound if one takes count , >4 .. + A kolkhoz (Collective Farm) board member | Jeportations, concentration and forced- pertal and Khbenanie: ibere were 98 of #s extracts from a long report we have received
with the 309 abstentions reached at the|Who,.for many years accepted the Com- was "felling me about his troubles when one of |, , = . .00 for political offenders and Jrom aijpereni lowns. Most were from | = ik Austrian A '.*-/7 y
[ast elections. This proportion is even munist faith. the peasants came over and whispered in his ];()'1'\"1111: \\!l;l) «li(lln'f °l:‘('¢'])f ‘”" .fnl"( od Dulken, /0)‘ emm/zle Dortans and Hille- T G s Ttnik
. » » - - . enr. CAAIC v ¢ : . g iV : » > 4 . B
more significant today when discontent is In this present review we have space : . . o o 5y | 3 brandl, Lrom Dujsseidorf. INaltermann,
N o6 ) ; 2 ¢ the hadk « « Speak up, let the Authoried Representative | COllectivisation, the * Purges”, the faked Konen . Rl e e
~ - » - » . X . ’ 1 E ’ ¢ c, , ’ ’
manifested in an anti-political organisation. | only to (1ll]lot9 r;)m Onehbec o (; (l)lo 3 hear you!' the hoard member said. | Moscow trials, the chaos in Soviet induastry Colo );t o : Coballs: L{',Um D; 1, 5 e
' » : 13 ' | e y u\‘ " . r ’ r ’ » . e - J . ‘ { y "."'
Naturally the militants of the C.N.T. a'}d ks a.\e - 9sen ,t < paqsa.geql (ea. e “‘Well, its like this, Comrade Authorizel | Wages and working conditions, and above No fi” e 19,()1,1".)’ ”/ | H ’“’ O |
. » ~ y ‘ I~ o - 3 3 . ) = 3 N N d € A g : - %7
have to break the influence of the com- with the First Five Year plan in Russia Representative. Last night a horse died. The | g1l the overriding power of the N.K.V.D. ‘ % R WERIEGIIA 2ol ea o wo

munists who have taken the leadership of
the old C.G.T. Perhaps it will still be

v
possible, for a certain time, for the union sign of the carcass All of the diseased and | tions from the book, as it has not heen | . _
: : “ organise est in a i ; . a1 % . ;o ’ dimon W ebrens car t , |
politicians to exploit the poverty—which is | ©organise” the harvest in a little agri-f - gpoiled meat has heen carried off overnight. published in this country. l 47716, P05 SERRINE TUdHO 1Ok

crumbs from the official banquets by means
of ministerial decrees. But that would be
far too little to satisfy the immediate needs
of the workers.

childhood in Tsarist Russia and during the
Revolution, to maturlty in the society of
hypocrisy, corruption and absolute state
power that the Bolshevik Party built on
cthe ruins of the defeated revolution.
[hroughout the book runs the moral con-
flict between Kravchenko's father, the old
revolutionary, attached to no party, and
resenting bitterly the hypocritic phrases
with which the Bolsheviks masked their
real intentions and Kravchenko himself

not as viewed by Fabian statistic-compilers,
but as it was experienced by the peasants
themselves, Kravchenko had been sent to

“The first dividends of collectivisation were
death. Although not a word about the tragedy
appeared in the newspapers, the famine thav
raged throughout Southern Russia and Central
Asia was a maftter of common knowledge. Woe

Kulak agents.,”” page 114,

“The most terrifying sights were the little
children with skeleton limbs dangling from
balloon-like abdomens. Starvation had wiped
every trace of youth from their faces turning
them into tortured gargoyles; only in their eyes
still lingered the reminder of childhood. Every-
where we found men and women lying prone,
their faces and bellies bloated, their eyes utterlys
expressionless.” page 118.

“The following morning I was inspecting the

rades . . .

hide was taken off and the carcass was soaked
in Kerosene and quicklime. Bot this mornine,
when they got ready to bury it, there was no

While the people starved, food was

being exported from Russia :

“The butter plant was some distance outside

the village. The manager was a FParty man,

harvesters, threshers and winnowing machines.

pledges to say nothing about the matter, for
fear that the news would undermine harvesting
morale. Subsequently I came to know that in
many other parts of the country the govern-
ment hoarded huge reserves while peasants in
those very regions died of hunger. Why this
was done, only Stalin’s Politburo could tell—and
it didn’t.”

of Kravchenko's book. He deals with

(ex-GG.P.U..

-

I Chose Freedom ' by Victor Kravchenko
Charles Scribner’s Sons. New York.

[t is impossible within the space at our
disposal to give any comprehensive outline

many aspects of the Bolshevik state—the

In a future issue of * Direct
Action” we hope to give further. quota-|

!

i

dgainst fascism in our own couniry.
Hans and Hermann accepted and started |

We give below a few extracts from the
letters quoted in the report:

. At 15 regretlable that the workers

avroad may be enemies of th German

peaple. 1hey must be told that thousands
of us tost our liberly and ouwr lives in the
struggle against Hitler's barbarism.” ** With
regard to the Irial of the miitants of W up-

Steinacker were freed,. and, in spiie of|
walched, nmmediately again began
In the Autumn |

bemg
working /Ui' the cause.

sk L refuseds because I thought we' had |

ENOULD lo do Ilo organise - kbe Jtruggte

Bul

L he action

The Anarchists and revolutionary syn-
dicalists of Germany have never betrayed
the libertarian ideals of our international
movement. By their heroic stand against
the naked barbarism of the fascist state
they have, like our Spanish comrades, set
an example to the working-class through-
ut the world.

In our next issue we shall be publishing

Alexander Schapito
and Louis Bertoni

work; then 1 belped them.
spread . to Munchen-Gladbach then to
Dusseldorf. [ust before Rosinke's arrest my
| Jather was put in charge of the money

:receued. He did so only because of his Alexander Schapiro and Louis Bertoni.
| batred for Nazism—ryou know that he has

® o , . Schapiro, who died in New York duri

| | g
e (l ’ ‘ , 1' never bolbered about social and political | yeeember was one of the outstandin
u lOna O q;e l Q ‘ questions.  Yet today 1 am gr;zfe]';d to | 8 | : e : g
Q. Kosinke and Slemacker for thetr action. In gures of the revo.utionary anarchist

| court they sard notbing, Steinacker said lo movement of Russia. He took an active

:

- We have learnt with great sorrow of the
deaths of two of the great figures of the
international Anarchist movement,

Direct Action

Direct action will show the workers, who
are thinking of their common interests
rather than of the reconstruction of
capitalist economy, the way to their real
emancipation. This task will be carried
out by the CN.,T. The firm decision of
the Congress was: to struggle by all the

means of direet action unti e introduc- The ( ~ : 74 : : ; . . . che udges: -Do what you like. tnow part in the Russian Revolution, as

7 4 e ] | til tih i lt dth I'he Gutenberg Book Guild in Vienna ing him, and escaped. A few more cuples'tn-sl books appeared in the shops.  Mueh-| ,// ‘Uéu. id oment ) ] L 210 “| . } 41 @ n G
- 2 . o‘ ! ‘ 3 » Yo 3 2 'Y Yo 4 S " » J el - d . oj = 5'. . 4 ~

ion of libertarian communism b “ | published Traven’s first book in 1927.|of the * Tile Burmer ” continued to apepar | sam read them, the style apeared familiar | : e g e Y fOGEWEl) meiiber g the e nane SO IDUR Al EERaRe,

Nolden had been arrested first; we were
aware day and mg/yt.

sejzure of all economy by the syndicates

| of which he was secretary., This organ-
and industrial federations.

_ | sation, with its paper * Golos Trouda -
Of our Wuppertal miitants 11 were Wwas the object of constant persecution by

in Vienna in 1920-21, later a few more in
other towns of Europe, then it disappeared.
After the Bavarian Revolution the paper

Since then some dozen further books of his
have appeared and been read enthusiastic-
ally by a wide public. Who is this man

and for a long time he tried to remember |
where he had seen it before. Then one day |

of all he thought of the “'Tile Burner” He

Socialsation for the benefit the

1i;ll'éxl(l.lﬁ;r;‘,t;lutlhceox;]:sll]l:]le:r:: ;:;ll:( “tflu;lliultl}.:“ Traven ? It is known that he lives in the :\'Z:i(,fl:llt,,,:ﬁl) m::; t\?(«;ﬂ:;l:l ,,\,uh:;,:fl::;,:t :«{ »::(l.{I' :)ll(.»\\'rtl‘thl::. “,l,(.tt lnlv ‘il.llj l.‘lstn;l.u»ql 'll{ ”\\'ft.h 3‘(//:11."/1 tl:/(':c’f -[01 1‘11)8 I.S:m,:e” f:)I 1”.3 :)c'dri, tiw Bolsheviks. .'l'he Paper was Slfppresse.u
oppressed. town of Tamaulipas in Mexico, where a German towns. claimed that thev w " . i , Y iapits “f‘“( ool oot I , 1 - “ t = '1)“[/ -.-’ by the Bolshevik Government in April,
gt Lot R 'S Sy 1\ oAd ¢ y were the|could be none other than Ret Marut.|2/Ck%an 33,  Kruscheid, Qberbamm, E. (918 d th 2 a3 e g ;

French libertarian syndicalism thus poste-restante adress is his only contact|editors of “Tile Burner ” in his absence, | I'hat is all Muehsam Kknew. Sternacker and Hahbn to 23, Schmitz to 2| . - Q‘ o,rga.maauOn itself shortly
again takes its place inside the I.W.M.A.; with the outside world. One can only | Marut replied categorically :  ** Anyone Jears. alterwards.  Schapiro was imprisoned in

it will reinforce the struggle of the world's
workers and particularly the workers who
in countries under fascist government—
Portugal and Spain—and those who are
suffering and dying in countries controlled
by the democracies, in Russia, Poland,
Bulgaria, Czecho-Slovakia, etc., and even
in Germany and Italy.

Kurope
efforts

1
our

The revolutionary situation
Jemands the co-ordination of

honour the man’s retirement in his work,
in contrasc to the hysterical hero-worship
of writers which characterised the Third
Reich. 1 am trying today to throw light
On aspect of Traven's life for the
reasons : firstly to recall the
memory of one of the first men to recognise
Iraven's talent, a man who died in a
German concentration camp; secondly to

ole

following

¢claiming the production of my paper is a

swindler.,”  Muehsam was very sorry to
see this anti-authoritarian magazine dis-

By
Leopold Spitzegger

(Vienna)

Alter a long search in Germany 1 have
managed to find some copies of the old

paper, and after making the same test as|

Muehsam I am convinced he was right. In
the hrst number of the paper is recom-
mended a book * On the Fraulein von S—"
by Richard Maurhut, Obviously ' Ret
Marut is an abbreviation of this name and
In the anouncement
hook.

we see T'raven’'s first

long disappeared so I can’t get any more

Rosinke and Delissen of Munchen-
Gladback ‘' died "’ wunder detention. Here-
nmann Steinacker was sent from the " House
af Correction ™ of Munster to Mauthausen

n 1944 and was killed

there. Habn was

| inurdered in the madbouse at Galkbhawsen

But the publishers of the book have .

0y injecizons; it is doubtful whether bhe was
msane, During the trial be was completel)
normal—even very aggressive, W hen they

asked him wbhether he had .m)l/b.f'ng to say |

1921, and in 1922 was driven into exile,
He ecame very aetive in the work of the
International Working Men's Association,
and was associated with the Secretariat of
the LW.MA., during the time it was
situated in Paris, before the war. In
1940, with the approach of the German

Armies, he was again forced to flee, this
time to the United States.

Louis Bertoni fell a vietim to influenza

with one aim: the Social Revolution. bring Lo 1ra\'.ens notice an appeal information on this point. The name | “€ "t/”'o"c\/-' Swine.” The /o'h/(.;’e,. Massenez | at Berne, Switzerland, on January 19th
The example of Spain is an immense | addressed to him, published in a little 7 Mue) , | Richard Maurhut doesn’t appear in the Y€% paie with anger, and Habn was| after a life devoted to the ~\narehis;
laboratory ; we must not depreciate it. To|Berlin periodical which never reached “‘i'""‘:“ K i“r ;a,‘l“""‘““' “'l“““l‘"',“‘l’:“ 'l‘,"‘ German Writers' Lexicon so Traven can |/€'"70/)y beaten up at the court prison of 'movement... For nearly fifty years Bertoni
2, NS : L : ve years in il he produced in Berlin 815 -0 , : ' g 22 - : " thn
bring about the triumph of the revolution | him: and thirdly to make clear thart J , ' S . | be accepted as the right name. Add to D”“b"'g- - published the paper *Le Reveil
we need unity of action i} , . the monthly Anarchist paper " The Toreh ™ | ., . 0 0 ¥ o | August Benner. W A Sl ,
; | 3 - [raven is not uuly da gelual reporter of (N [“a“al n) and ]Hl')“\'ll('(l i the daGantHME 1S 1l the contents of the little hook are AUg LR elller, P rtal. | .\lllll'('hlht(‘ at l;er“e; hlS OUtSpOkell
The preoccupation of all anarchists and | go¢i: Sh ta il aa o S : i | G In: the style and spirit of Traven. Let us| articles often brought him into confliet with
social problems but is himself prepared to!| number in 1927, the appeal : | “wi & :
revolutionary syndicalists must be to|,. in the forefront of the strilzela In ‘ . (quote a contemporary critic : » . » the Swiss authorities and frequently he
banish the fascist society which is A ; | 4 , oo tound himself in gaol as a result of his
» : ; AR ) 24 3 Ve, / . p y ] ' ¥ o ) 0 = A . e ’ - ! " - -
strénigthening fiaelf 1! Spdin agd Portugal 1919 he narrowly escaped death in Munic h; WHO IS THE TILE BURNER? : |‘“lr lh]"llt tragic history of a man, At 1_(,‘,/,_‘.;: 156 wzblitants were condemned | FOVOlutionary writings. His ideas were
| | “ing » Ravari " i sadora OL NIS loneliness | : (s ' war i : T e Eaose s _» :
“'lth the ﬂnan(,ial ﬂl(l Uf l“t“r“ﬂti““a] H (i HNE [h(, dvarian I{(,\ Ulllll()”. l{f dd( l.\i h [)“(.\- Bt r‘"‘(l(.l. ”f 7 l“a.lal 3 k“““' o l“i‘l' ' ll.‘ \l\. 11 llh(. “H(Il.\[ ol wial . lll| —1thal 15 to ,hl)' .fj/ f/)t’ ”‘,1/‘,[‘(,‘,[‘ ()j" [/76 /("t‘ “.’ \llllllﬁl’ tO "lOSt‘ Uf L‘lalateSta \‘ho was hlb
. : ’ ’ ' hic laa  wron? y arirnrf ol s tq | A } ue SC 0 1S Lhoust S ‘ : ’ . TP AR e b . o= S g s T
-apitalism and the Catholic Church. Side|©0f his last books won't be surprised at this, |° = cp L ¢1 o mije Burner 1s 2 Ret Marut. |  comrades One “1.“”\ l.“'l B, 0% ““1"'5' \organisation. . . . According to my informa- | PeTSonal iriend for many years. Through-
by side with the Spanish and Portuguese | because his references to the situation of comrade and fighting friend. give a sign toia ”“' | \e best attempts|ion a4 least 1,000  trzals  for bigh out both the world imperialist wars
. ‘o ‘ . a | eseribe a m 5 ar T O : - A . 5L~ Sy s . . . . .
workers we must march forward, without | pani¢ created by the lost revolution show that vou are still' alive th‘?t vou are PR aves of as '”: g 't“ i ‘\“ hero through| syeqson were carrred oul agamst the mili- Bertoni maintained the anti-militarist
. . . ' . v ‘ ’ ‘ . - .‘ o U ; | :ll. l.‘ : 4 ' J M 11 e 3 J ' ¥ S : .. ) . y . ¢ 2 ¢ - >
taking account of our sacrifices, so that the | his own strong ideas. | still the tile-burner, that your heart has would have mad 3 | Y] ofber Writer | ramsy of the ' A.U.D. throughout Germany. stand of anarchism; during the recently-
g g r ’ ¢ . . . { : < : e L N Y QY ‘ ‘ y ; " - . » » 2 " sl ?
two dictators will fall to the justice of the | not hardened and your brain has not| voluminou ; “: A ‘| 00k Out OLNISI have: iried 1o gel the miuitants tagether, | tded conflict * Le Reveil ™ was suppressed
o : | ' : , : : 10US  materis ‘ 11 . | i ~ & ) . Ry S g -
people. Apart from this little is known about clouded, that your arm is not crippled A \" :'”l'l' l"'“' I.\“l“ had | 7T'he struggle for existence weighs /quzz'u;uh) the -\\.\l.\\ authorities. Bertoni, how-
BERNARD POU| this m: 'hos - ' 90 wWe : IS sl A, TRe : ‘ i DYSE A0U OLREr DOOKS., .« Alpon us. Germa -7 e ever, continued its publication in hlet
e this man whose books are so well liked. nor your fingers still. “The Bavarians| book which has no clear beginning an . TSP (LR | form, with the imprint * Qonw\mx in
This is because Trave ing his time idn’ it vou in 1919 \ P 0 verv TR R a . 4 oker Mdnzior Peo ea. . ' o : :
.l “l? koS l.h PEQIED,, QLS 30 ”.“h.” th T0U140. 2ORA LIGRE T K10 DOR i very mysterious end.  Viyid pictures Rarl Becker, Leipzig. |'Switzerland.” The paper maintained this
(Continued from Page 1, Column 3.) in Germany lived under the assumed name “.".'\ i ;';«'“l.\ l““l“‘ll your neck, but you ;»1 war are thrown in, but the book itself 4 ' form right up to the present time. * Le
D : “We should be willing to declare|of Ret Marut., Here lies another mystery "*":’;‘ l 1e11). " ad you not escaped you IS not about the war, it is the suppressed 5 Reveill 7 was bi-lingual—half French, half
s - \\ ‘ ‘ . '(! M y r (3 ad B 4 2.1 L ! 4 » .- - . -~y ! .. 3 . e
before a magistrate or a commissioner for|—who is Ret Marut 7 The following| | 5 i b l Nt‘l“ I;\.in;. there with| —outcry of a human being forced to be a ol el fisd ltaiian and at times has had a considerable
: Anaanuer I ' "CU-N . : ’ - . e ! : ' dre o o4 ' ' ’ 5 ) 3 » ) ‘e » ~
naths. fh‘)"gll we '.(,““‘V have nothing in oty were gi\'('u ma: by my griand Erich l I L ll) { ll l ;(l \I'lll K (llf (t(lblll soldier, l“\ LL1) : “lll,lt Ill:l,.l.;\ l(ll.ﬂ\\ of the last linfluenea among the NWISS ‘\'orl\em
. ' 'm " - T rades g where 1 would have been ey : editor o er sSyndikalist ” (pre-Hitler i's : is 5 S
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