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PAUL SIMON IN
TMUNl £0 
Paul Simon's album 
'Graceland', recorded in 
South Africa and featur
ing South African Black 
musicians, incorporates 
African music and is 
selling like hot cakes. 
But it's also got him 
into trouble with the 
ANC and the Anti
Apartheid Movement
because he's contravened 
the economic, cultural 
and sporting boycott 
of South Africa.

«

In his defence, Simon 
claims that he thought 
it acceptable to record 
rather than perform 
in South Africa, and 
points out that he paid 
the musicians US union 
rates. He's also made 
clear his absolute oppo
sition to apartheid, 
and his current tour

WAKNS
The real effect of 
Paul Simon's activities 
has been to open us 
a much needed debate 
on how the boycott, 
sanctions and dis-invest
ment campaign can 
best be implemented.
It's become obvious
that a blanket ban
is inappropriate and 
can even be counter
productive. Recently in 
London, a play with 
a clear anti-apartheid 
message was picketted 
because it was staged 
by white South Africans. 
This ludicrous demo 
can only end up alienat
ing people and undermin
ing the otherwise worth
while boycott campaign 
itself.
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features two black South 
African artists, Miriam 
Makeba and Hugh 
Masekela, both renowned 
for their anti-apartheid 
activity.

BOYCOTT

Essentially, there are 
two sides to the argue- 
ment. The ANC and 
the Anti-Apartheid Move
ment claim that regard
less of the circumstances 
and content of Simon's 
record and concerts, 
he's broken the boycott 
and deserves to be 
ostracised. But others 
have argued that his 
music fits the widespread 
mood of opposition to 
apartheid and so
strengthens it. They
point out that the white 
regime has gained nothing 
from his visit whereas 
black musicians and 
the liberation movement 
have benefitted.

Speaking at a trade 
union seminar in Cork, 
he argued that although 
all progressive organisat
ions in South Africa 
support the campaign, 
it's essential that it's 
directed at the regime 
rather than the country 
in general. So in the 
case of dis-investment, 
the unions are in favour 
of companies pulling 
out so long as their 
assets remain, the 
unions are consulted 
and that all agreements 
over wages, conditions 
and union rights are 
honoured.

As regards the cultural 
boycott, a similarity 
constructive approach
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We are fools to believe 
that this new govern
ment is going to tackle 
and solve our problems 
any differently than 
the last bunch of polit
ical parasites.

nothing but 
opportunists 
our sweat 
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Haughey and his brigade 
of blustering buffoons 
haven't wasted any 
time in reaffirming 
our views. Not long 
after these all knowing 
leaders got in the
driving seat of the
Dail, they said that 
senior civil servants
(sic) and politicians 
would not be receiving 
an immediate increase
on the money they 
get. Great eh! It's 
very easy for those 
who aleady have too 
much money to accept 
a freeze on their income. 
For example, the wage 
bill for ministers alone 
has topped £1 million 
and a statistic from 
October I985 figured

it cost £2,000 peri 
day to put state cars 
under these ministers. 
By the way, state 
cars are provided for 
security reasons. I 
don't think they trust 
us very much.

Anway, 
portant 
setting 
for the

these all im- 
persons are 
an example 
rest of the

country; we should 
all accept a pay freeze 
they say, and the 250 
thousand unemployed 
should be satisfied
with their life of baked
beans and toast.

AGREEMENT

That was the absurdity 
number one. The second 
is the dramatic trans
formation of the Fiana 
Failers approach to 
the Anglo Irish Agree
ment. Now that they 
are no longer an oppo
sition party they have 
endorsed . the accord 
wholeheartedly.

I

18 months ago, Haughey 
was saying "that the
agreement was the
first time the 
of partition 
recognised
Republic".

legitimacy
has been 
for the
He even

sent Lenihan over to
the U.S.A, to try and 
persuade important
politicians to withhold 
their support for the
agreement.

BOUNTY

Either his memory is 
as bad as Reagans, 
or principles don't 
matter much, because 
on St; Patrick's Day, 
Haughey and Lenihan, 
whilst celebrating in 
Washington said yes, 
we're all for the agree
ment and complete 
with begging bowl
in hand they accepted 
the pay off for accept
ance.

The beggars bounty, 
$120 Million, is supposed 
to go towards promoting 
reconstruction and deve
lopment, and reducing 
unemployment on a 
non-discri minatory 
(nice American word) 
basis in the troubled 
areas of the Republic 
and Northern Ireland.

Given that the agree
ment has utterly failed 
it's only a matter 
of time before it's 
shelved with all it 
predecessors, and the 
crumbs that have fallen 
Haughey's way from 
the million dollar dinner 
plate in Washington 
will simply be used 
to maintain the million 
pound a day operation 
to guard the southern 
side of the border.

Richard Bermingham.

The Taoiseach hasn't let his recent head transplant 
interfere with the Anglo-Irish deal.
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A WOMANS RIGHT
TO FREE SAFE 

LEGAL
ABORTION

A womans right to 
choose is about free

rtion.
Approximately 60 million
abortions are carried
out every year world
wide. Abortion on 
demand is an essential 
womens right. But 
the right to choose 
is also about choosing 
when and if you become 
pregnant and being 
able to have a child 
when you are pregnant. 
Enforced sterilisation
and birth control in
countries like 
and China are 
unacceptable.

India 
totally 

The
right to choose is 
knowing that 
will be adequate

ut
there
social

and economic support 
when the child is born. 
This is most definitely 
not the case in Ireland.
Over 75% of all women 
travelling from Ireland 
to England for abortions 
are single. Unmarried 
mothers are stigmatised 
and isolated by so- 
called 'pro-lifers'.
These people, who 
are members of S.P.U.C. 
(Society for the Pro
tection of the Unborn), 
etc. have such a Christ
ian attitude that they 
say two cells in a

findto more
the WSM? Part of
branch meeting is
over to a discussion

CORK
Every Thursday at 8pm in
he Quay Co-op, 24 Sull-
vans Quay.

DUBLIN
Details from Workers Solid
arity sellers or from P.O

Box 1582, Dublin 8.

WSM MEETINGS
Want
about
each
given
and readers are welcome to
attend.

womans body have 
more rights as an 
Irish citizen than the 
woman herself. They 
want women to give 
up all the gains they 
have made in respect 
of control over their 
own lives and bodies, 
to accept total respons
ibility for the product 
of pregnancy; wanted 
or unwanted.

THE CHURCH

The Catholic Church, 
conservative and react
ionary in the extreme, 
is the driving force 
behind these organisat
ions. They have 90% 
control over sex educat-

act
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of sexual
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each
"must
to
of 
who
selves
not
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that the Church is 
attempting to impose 
ideas and attitudes 
upon them which they 
do not agree with. 
What is the Catholic 
Church doing about 
free and collective
childcare, free schooling, 
better housing, equal 
pay for all, better 
working conditions
and the hundreds of
other social injustices 
which lead women
being forced into abort
ions? In fact, the 
Church's attitude to
unwanted
is that

pregnancy
it is God's

punishment for disobey
ing his law!

UNPAID
CHILDMINDERS

The Catholic Church, 
S.P.U.C., and all their 
supporters aim to force 
women to stay in the 
home and act an unpaid 
childminders. It is 
not a 'natural' thing 
for women to have 
total responsibility
for childcare. In primit
ive society, children 
were looked after col
lectively; there was 
no 'ownership' attitude 
towards children; all

adult members of the 
community took on 
this task of caring 
for the young.

The advent of capitalism 
and surplus value meant 
that women were forced 
into a domestic role. 
And now, women are 
either . expected to 
stay at home and look 
after their children, 
of if they keep their 
jobs, must struggle 
with the impossible 
task of being a full 
time mother and worker. 
This is an outrageous 
demand to put on any 
one person. The pro
blem is that the state 
is quite happy for 
women to bear this 
burden. They do not 
want to pay out money 
for collective childcare; 
capitalism creates much
higher profits for the
ruling classes if the
workers are made to
not only provide their
labour for a fraction 
of the profits produced, 
but also to bring up, 
out of this same income, 
the next generation 
of workers and child
minders, at hardly 
any cost to the state. 
Because of the high 
rate of unemployment 
in this country, more 
men are also finding 
themselves exploited 
in this way. It is 
essential that we have 
the choice not to be 
forced into these roles. 
Women and men must 
fight for abortion rights, 
because the exploitation 
of the working class 
as a result of the 
lack of control over 
our own lives affects 
us all.

THE REACTIONARY
TIDE

In England, abortion 
has been legalised 
since the 1967 abortion 
act. For 20 years, 
Irish women have 
travelled across the 
water in their thousands 
(approximately 4,000 per 
year at the moment) 
to avail of a choice 
they are denied in 
their own country.
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Dublintwo
Wethe

and Open Line -
i ted from doing
as part of their preg
nancy counselling service

Marches and protests
last month for Internat
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Scene from ! Salvador'

I:

NAME

ADDRESS

Return this form to WSM, P.O. Box 1528, Dublin 8.

SALVADOR

we 
for

go 
to 

as

by 
the 
and 

at

right 
they 
you 
how

are involved 
trade union

This 
out 

show 
the

50,000 
killed

struggle 
taking 

the 
the 

with
trying 
demo

in the

terrorism 
are. 

about 
they?

war,
dis- 

whole

about 
dollars 

every 
in

inten- 
which 
means 
aerial 

civilian
Displace- 

populations

of Com- 
infiltration 
commiting 
what they

Can you 
people 

in this 
the past

Salvador is a 
film. It 
a subject

If
it,
American

for

to give a 
view

how brutal 
hope and 
be when

in their own country. 
El Salvador has a pop
ulation of approx. 4 
million, not much differ
ent to Ireland.
image
being
country over 
few years?

exist in 
countries, 
of 
the

refer to as 
to promote 
ernment1 in 
concerned, 
governments 
about are 
dictorial 
America 
any 
it's 
If
else,
reminds 
the 
freedom' 
threatened.

an 'effort 
stable gov- 

the 
The 
they

nothing 
regimes, 
will go

America
two
into
day..
what
sity 
in
concentrated 
bombardment 
settlements, 
ment 
occurs
another 
the military, 
past 5 years, 
people have died
1 million are refugees

promoters 
wing
really
think 
could
financial backing 
an anti-American enter
prise doesn't occur 
often and is not about 
to happen here either. 
Instead the 
is portrayed 
place
extreme 
extreme
the 
to

to American

Politics in ‘Salvador1 
are vaguely liberal. 
The film trys to portray 
the events 'impartially', 
meaning that it doesn't 
succumb
patriotism a la Rambo, 
but
more 
of 
in
film 
of
the

El
must be recognised 
having some use 

a reminder of the

of bodies 
results of 

of the

pumps 
million

El Salvador 
It engages 

it calls 'low 
conflict' 

real terms

as 
between 
left and 

right,
Americans 

establish a 
cratic government 
middle.

areas
stable 

talk 
but 
but 
to

lengths "to protect 
own backyard", 

achieving nothing 
this film at least 

us I
'land of

can

JOIN THE WSM
The world's wealth is produced by us — the working 
class. We ought to enjoy its benefits.

The Workers Solidarity Movement is an anarchist 
organisation that fights for a 32 county Workers 
Republic.

We stand for a socialism that is based on freedom 
and real democracy, a society based on workplace 
and community councils.

This kind of socialism has nothing to do with 
the state capitalism that is practiced in Russia, Cuba 
and other police states.

We oppose coercive authority, and hold that 
the only limit on the freedom of the individual 
should be that they don't encroach 
of others.

shows us 
the horrific 

of U.S. 
intervention

Salvardor, and

been
the
last
as
the
ion
the 
going
time
with.
must 
and 
involvement
rest of Central America.
The excuse
munist
has America 
atrocities in

neglected 
media over 
few years 

the statement
end says, the situat- 
is continuing 
same

on 
the

El 
not be 

neither

of
wholesale 

weapon of 
In the 

50,000
and

much 
as what was 

during the 
film deals 

Salvador 
forgotten, 

must U.S. 
in the

As part of our fight for anarchism 
in the struggles for higher wages, 
democracy, for womens' rights, for jobs.

We oppose all divisions in the working class. 
We fight against all attempts to set Protestant against 
Catholic, men against women, skilled against un
skilled, old against young, hetrosexual against homo
sexual.

We are opposed to the British state's presence 
and to partition. We defend peoples' right to fight 
back. But we are not nationalists, we do not want 
to merely get rid of the border. We want to unite 
our class and create a totally new Ireland.

* * *
| | I want more information about the WSM.

|—| I want a six months subscription 
1—J £2.50 enclosed.

i—| I want a years subscription 
£5.00 enclosed.

tries
critical

U.S. involvement
El Salvador, 

does not 
it's way
Americans

I 
worthwhile 
brings up 
that has

'Salvador'
some of 
consequences
military
in
so
as
as
particularly brutual cond
itions wich
Latin American
The ravages 
poverty and 
placement of
populations is portrayed 
vividly, and is set 
against the opulent 
lifestyles of the resident 
American representatives 
and journalists. In 
one scene we are given 
close up shots of a 
human dump, containing 
hundreds

direct
the savagery
war.

Sh
. I

Workers Solidarity Page 7

b

• • •

is

not

ILLUSIONS

PACKARD

Alan MacSimoin

miles

WORK
NOTES
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the

and 
shop
this

shut

on
The 
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on 

rock 
used that pro

be moved

try 
the

will 
from

their 
after 

strike, 
have 

a two 
clause

The 
was

1985.
101
63
38

came 
disputes
Cork
Lingus

4:1
bosses 

they 
their 

the

such 
the

based 
on

much 
as 

union 
see

con-.
that
for

this
bosses

generous 
workers

a 
another 

to

pay.
get 

up to

done by 
unions 

black any 
shifted

strikebound

take their

doing 
to

industrial 
happen 
future, 

much 
there 

of 
over 

shop- 
to 

are

According 
the 

wages 
than

prepare 
greater
will 

out in

There is 
a whisper 
profits freeze 
dividends freeze 
bosses 
taking
long as we let

A couple 
up the road 
which is 
Continental

and 
and 

us 
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inevitably 
the years

of 
in Semperit, 
owned by
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just in multi- 
that the 

trying to

can be 
plants' 

to 
work 

a

only 
which 

and
Almost

major 
will 
near 

too
But 

lots

from just 
- Dublin 

Corporation, 
and the

us have no illusions 
'national 

any 
to 

There

With 
and 
is 
take

of shifting 
from one 

to another, 
stop them

in 
has 

is
sed. The unspok-

threat is

In multinationals there 
is a crying need for 
international committees

Last year saw the 
lowest number of strike 
days in the 26 counties 
for
total
down
There
strikes 
were
unofficial
200,000 of these strike 
days
four
and
Aer
Teachers

At 
a

giant 
management 
got 

through 
week

workers 
to accept 
strike-free 

means 
do

The
the
ultimate
putting
the dole 
the boat
more often
Electric,
of the
Motors,
narrowly
'deal'
a seven
The
had
year
(which means the firm 
can do whatever it 
likes without any come
back) a pay agreement 
lasting 2? years (£20 
in five phases) shift 
flexibility, introduction 
of contractors 
speed-ups on the 
floor. They got 
by threatening to
down.

always
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a little struggle 
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a bigger one. 
union militants 

to be at
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which 
underutili 
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• having to strike in 
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Far
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real
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The 
all 
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with 
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They 
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MULTINATIONALS

Few
battles
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There
defeatism
are
little
everything
floor
bonuses.
vitally
Winning 
gives
to fight
Trade
have to be at the 
head of every struggle, 
no matter how minor 
it seems. It is here 
we can rebuild shopfloor 
organisation
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will
the
that
break
to come.

the 625 workers are 
facing similar threats. 
Management want a 20% 
increase in the product
ion of tyres 
no extra 
failed to 
cuts of
but did get away 
a pay deal of 
7%
Like 
want 
have
posal 
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to
workers
under, 
also
supposedly
Labour
as at
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struggles very seriously 
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the same, 
strikes need
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and 
action 
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don't

which means 
usually have 

done without 
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it is the only 
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has to do 
This means 
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effective
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possible, 
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bosses are 
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never even 
about a 
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deal
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all bosses
more, 
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Pressure 

come

mean that 
are getting 
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order 
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improve conditions? 
from it 
the I.T.G.W.U 

value of 
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of shop stewards linking 
all the
company regardless of 
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organisations
solidarity it
on we can 
the threats 
production 
country
We can
playing different plants 
off against each other. 
This
each
agreeing 
extra
from
plant.

Let 
about the 
interest' or 
for everyone 
together', 
talk of a

called for acceptance 'discipline' their workers.
of managements 'offer'. It is happening every-

where. The next big
THREAT fight could well be

over public sector
The workforce, mostly pay.




