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PAUL SIMON IN
TROUBLED WATERS

Paul Simon's album
'Graceland', recorded in
South Africa and featur-
ing South African Black
musicians,
African music and is
selling like hot cakes.
But it's also got him
into trouble with the
ANC and the Anti-
Apartheid Movement
because he's contravened

the economic, cultural
and sporting boycott
of South Africa.

In his defence, Simon
claims that he thought
it acceptable to record
rather than perform
in South Africa, and

points out that he paid
the musicians US union
rates. He's also made
clear his absolute oppo-
sition to apartheid,
and his current tour
features two black South
African artists, Miriam
Makeba and Hugh

Masekela, both renowned
for their
activity.

anti-apartheid

BOYCOTT
Essentially,
two sides to the argue-
ment. The ANC and
the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment claim that regard-
less of the circumstances
and content of Simon's
record and concerts,
he's broken the boycott
and deserves to be
ostracised. But others

have argued that his
music fits the widespread

mood of opposition to
apartheid and SO
strengthens It. They

point out that the white
regime has gained nothing

from his visit whereas
black musicians and
the liberation movement

have benefitted.

incorporates

........

there are

The real effect of
Paul Simon's activities
has been to open us

a much needed debate
on how the boycott,
sanctions and dis-invest-

ment campaign can
best be implemented.
It's become obvious
that a blanket ban .
IS inappropriate and
can even be counter-
productive. Recently in

London, a play with
a clear anti-apartheid
message was picketted
because it was staged
by white South Africans.
This ludicrous demo
can only end up alienat-
Ing people and undermin-
Ing the otherwise worth-
while boycott campaign
itself.

EFFECTIVENESS

The most effective
approach to the issue
was summed up. last

month by aeoff
Schriener of the South
African Metal and
llied Workers  Union.

.........

SRR Y.

SR

Speaking at a
union seminar
he argued that although
all progressive organisat-

trade
In Cork,

ions in South
support the

Africa
campaign,

it's essential that it's

directed at the regime
rather than the country
In general. So in the
case of dis-investment,
the unions are in favour
of companies pulling
out so long as their
assets remain, the
unions are consulted
and that all agreements
over wages, conditions
and union rights are
honoured.

As regards the cultural
boycott, a similarily
constructive approach

'is required to

ensure
that it doesn't backfire.
This means that the

exiled ANC |eadership
cannot continue to
act as sole authority,
granting concessions
when and as it sees
fit. Where possible,
groups inside South
Africa should be con-

sulted with the intention
of arranging as many
cultural and sporting
events as possible with
the only criteria being
whether it aids or
obstructs the struggle
against apartheid.

Dominic Carroll

WHAT IT'S ALL
ABOUT

The South African
government has ad-
mitted that the security
forces shot dead 716

people during 1986.
The number in prison
averaged 114,220 a
day, Including 2,200

babies and an undisclosed
number of young children.
83 people were murdered
iIn custody, and thou-
sands tortured although
only 263 received hosp-
ital treatment. Finally,
121 people were hanged
in South Africa last
year.

INLA feud

Delighted .or disgusted
are the most common

g reactions to the feuding
.N.L.A, The

in the
Northern and Southern
states love it and
the security forces

have sat back and

let them get on with
it. But despite our
enormous political
differences with the
I.N.L.A., we take no
pleasure in seeing it
tear itself apart.

This brutal settling
of differences, however,
doesn't confirm the
media's portrayal of
those involved in the
armed struggle as gang-
sters and. terrorists.
Rather, it's an illu-
stration of the depths
people can sink to
under the sheer pressure
or repression in the
North. Nevertheless,
to settle political differ-
ences with guns IS
totally unjustified and
unacceptahle. Sadly
though, the degeneration
of the ' LN.L.A.  isn't
entirely surprising.

RSP,

formation
l.N.L.A.
political

Since its

in 1974, the
dominated its
wing, the RSP,
Although they talked
about building a socialist
organisation with 'roots
sO deep in the working
class they'd never be
removed' the [|.R.S.P.
never seriously undertook
the task. But this
asn't an oversight,

In fact, it stemmad
from the political foun-
dation of’ the ' LR.S.P,,

which can be Dbest
described -as a mixture

of 'left republicanism'
and Stalinism. Further-
_.more, by - stressing the

primacy of it's military
wing, a small self-
contained unanswerable
elite acting on ‘our'
behalf, the .R.S.P.
clearly didn't understand
how to build a genuine

working class socialist
organisation.

Rather than  engaging
In adventures, such |

as the ridiculus I|.N.L.A.

pomb planted in Dunnes |

Stores during the strike,
a socialist organisation
must be part of the
working class and in-
volved in every working
class
only to win
¢ 5 A |

people
ideas, but so

as to learn from the |
to keep |

struggles and
in  touch with reality.
But to set yourself
up as a group of all
knowing leaders without
any real links with
the working class leads
to trouble. To pursue

an underground military |
campaign, with its |
difficulties |

inherent
ad elitism, can end
up with the participants
totally out of touch
and capable of anything.
That's what happened
to the I.N.L.A.

Dominic Carroll.
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Aty this

talk of & c¢risis has
gone far enough. It exists
alright, but only for us and it's P
been caused by them. This months i [
scandalous budget has forced us . e o
to pay once again for the
economic mess caused by a world

------

system in total disarray. But a
glance at the paper «cuttings B = & 7 S = W
above show that the bosses

haven't stopped making profits.
The cutbacks and pay freeze can

be halted, but it'll require the N SO o s T o L T AN

full strength of i, Union. Tony O'Reilly can laugh. He's
Now's the ¢time to demand that on £4M a year and reckoned to be
the Union leaders start worth £135M. As for Haughey, he !
organising the fight back. and his cabinet pals cost us

jlover a million quid a year.
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The recent student
upsurge in several
countries, especially
those in France and
China, have shown
the power of direct
action. The students
rejected the accepted
channels of complaint

and took to the streets,
relying on the effective-
ness of mass demon-
stration. These struggles

are the products of
crisis ridden capitalist
economies.

FRANCE

In France, the student
explosion came as
a massive blow to
the unstable Chirac
government. The Edu-
cation Minister Devaquet,
was forced to resign.
What caused the unrest?
It seems that more
and more students
are beginning to realis2
"that a university educat-
ion does not guarantee
them a secure, well-
paid joD. They are
in a transistory position
with an uncertain future.
They are formed into
part of a corrupt edu-
cational system = which
simply acts as a pro-
cessing plant, allocating
differently those who
achieve differently,
in conformity to the

hierarchial division
of labour. For the
majority, 'equal oppor-
tunity! and 'achieved
success' remain bourgeois
delusions. Educational
establishments are

SO structured as to
foster isolation, alienat-
ion and fragmentation.

The government proposals
were seen as a threat
to an already unsatis-
factory situation. Angry
students gave  vent
to their feelings and

THATS

a dete: mined government
was forced to Dback
down.

WORKERS

Victory can be infect-
ious. The momentum
set in motion by the
students was picked
up by the French rail
workers who striked
in demand for Dbetter
pay, better conditions
and withdrawal of
a proposal to institute
a ‘'merit system to
decide promotions. Such
a system has been
in operation in the
school system for the
past century or more,.
It is the principle tool
used in the fragmentat-

ion and differential
allocation of students.
The students proved

that governments can
be beaten and French

workers grew keen
to test their strength.
The rail strike has

involved a sense of
confidence not seen
since the mass strikes
of 1968.

CHINA

Inspiration was taken
from the struggles
by Chinese students
who demonstrated in
their thousands, demand-
ing an end to official
corruption and police
brutality. This upsurge
has come at a time
of ruling class problems
over economic insecurity.
A new system of 'econ-

omic reforms' has
resulted in huge benefits
for the management
sector and the worsening
of already appalling
workers' conditions.
Many workers have
joined the student
marches.. Because

CAPITALISM

The world fifth largest
economy, once hailed
as a model of economic
growth, is falling to
pieces. Brazil's crisis
can be easily measured
in human suffering,
particularly among child-
ren. A report shows

that there are seven
million living rough
on the streets. In

one city, there are
1,200 gangs of children

with 10,000 guns
tween them. Each

year, a quarter of
a million babies die
before reaching their
first birthday. Of
~ those that survive,
only 13% complete
their schooling, with
most of the others
working an average

of 48 hours a week
for £5.

P"-y—-——-—r-—v—-————***—

T Im:kmy
About

of the students' con-
fident and determined
action, the possibility

that the workers them-
seves will fight 1S
much greater,

EDUCATION

This experience of
struggle with a hostile

system has probably
been the students'
first real education
activity. They have
learned the effective-
ness  of strikes and
demonstrations. They

have recognised that
governments have vested

* k % % k *

In Bangladesh, where
the notion that women

are the property of
men is taken to its
logical conclusion,

over 300 women have
been murdered during

the past year and

a further 550 kidnapped
and sold to Dbrothels
by irate husbands who
have failed to receive
promised marriage:dow-
ries.

* % %k ¥ ¥ *

Anarchism...
N A # O

student Struéle

- of Free

Tunnel

interests in  maintaining
the status quo. But
most importantly, they
have realised their
own collective power

the power of solidarity
and mass action. Con-
sciousness has been
changed through struggie.

Anarchists should see
these struggles as im-
portant areas where
they can argue - their
politics. But also,
anarchists have argued
that Dy their very
experiences of struggle,
workers, students, peas-
ants, all the oppressed
can . become politicised,
become radicalised.
Periods of social unrest
and upheaval are periods
when new and valid
ideas . flourish. iU, - 18
a matter of conscious-
ness:  firstly to uncer-
stand your situation
and then to go about
changing it. The stu-

dent struggles have
shown in a small, but

nonetheless important
way that people will
not always accept,

not always take things
lying down. People
can kick against the
system, and kick to
win.

Jason O'Donnell.

As the search for
bodies aboard the
aptly named 'Herald
Enterprise’
was getting underway,
the stock market sharks
were wasting no time.
On the Monday follow-
ing the disaster, the
ships owners, P and

O, saw forty million
pounds knocked off
their  shares value.

The money was trans-'
ferred to the Channel
group, whose
value rose by a third.

* * * *x % ¥

SAME OLD STORY

We are fools to believe
that this new govern-
ment is going to tackle
and solve our problems
any differently than
the last bunch of polit-
ical parasites.

An anarchists, we have
never made. any bones
of the fact that the
politicians In parliment
in this country or any
other are nothing but
parasitic opportunists
living off our sweat
and our apathy. The
opportunists rely on
our trust and our vote
and then rely on us
to keep them in cham-
pagne and caviar in
the aftermath of an
election.

Haughey and his brigade

of Dblustering buffoons
haven't wasted any
time in reaffirming

our views. Not long
after these all knowing

leaders got In the
driving . -seat  of the
Dail, they said that
senior civil servants
(sic) and politicians

would not be receiving
an immediate increase
on the money they
get. Great eh. It's
very easy for those
who aleady have too
much money to accept
a freeze on their income.
For example, the wage
bill for ministers alone
has topped £1 million
and a statistic from
October 1985 figured

SOSECH - vy W‘ W. {m,_;.<,".‘ P, -

it cost
day to put state cars
under these ministers.

By the way, state
cars are provided for

security reasons. I

don't think they trust
us very much,

Anway, these all im-
portant persons are
setting an example
for the rest of the
country; we should

all accept a pay freeze
they say, and the 250
thousand unemployed
should be satisfied
with their life of baked
beans and toast.

AGREEMENT

That was the absurdity
number one. The second
Is the dramatic trans-
formation of the Fiana
Failers approa~ch to
the Anglo Irish Agree-
ment. Now that they
are no longer an oppo-
sition party they have
endorsed @ the accord
wholeheartedly.

18 months ago, Haughey
was saying '"that the
agreement was the
first time the legitimacy
of partition has been

recognised for the
Republic". He even
sent Lenihan over to
the U.S.A. to try and
persuade important

politicians to withhold
their support for the

agreement.

£2,000 per!

BOUNTY
Either his memory is
as bad as Reagans,
or principles don't
matter much, because
on St: Patrick's Day,
Haughey and Lenihan,
whilst celebrating in

Washington said yes,
we're all for the agree-
ment and complete
WIth begging bowl
in  hand they accepted

the pay off for accept-
ance.

The beggars bounty,
$120 Million, is supposed
to go towards promoting
reconstruction and deve-
lopment, and reducing

unemployment on a

non-discriminatory

(nice American word)
basis in the troubled
areas of the Republic
and Northern lIreland.

Given that the agree-
ment has utterly failed

it's  only - matter
of time  before it's
shelved with all It

predecessors, and the
crumbs that have fallen
Haughey's way from
the million dollar dinner
plate In Washington
will simply be used
to maintain the million
pound a day operation
to guard the southern
side of the border.

Richard Bermingham.

The Taoiseach hasn't let his recent head transplant
interfere with the Anglo-Irish deal.

- o — — — - > -

..“

=

-
-~

Workers Solidarity Page 3

LIFE WITH
CHARLIE

DID YoU KNOW THAT:

© every second school
leaven who has
a 4Job takes home
Lo s than £95 a
week,

one i ewht ZLakes
home no m one

than £35 (the Adasic
daole nate).

Amall Lwm b

50% m one Ukely
1o unde/zpay young
workens  as  there
W less trade unionism
n them.

in the Cwid Service
almost 7,000 wonkens
are pawd Lless than
£125 a week Lefore
Lax,

————

among  the  woast
abusens of  schoaol
Leavens arne the
Building Societlies
who Loost thewn
profils at the ex-
pense of  young
reople desperate fon
any 404

women wonkens houn-

2y wages are 68.7 %
of mens’ .in Ineland’s
m anufactuning n-
dustriens

Ineland has the
langest school class
sLzes n Eunope,
many hawng oven

40 pupds,

ust Lo  bring the
pupd Leachen ratio
Lo the British Zlepel
would  requine - an

extra 2,000 Zeachens

successve govenn-
m ents have cut
Back on teachen
rauning and  have
lelt newly qualilied
Leachens on the
dole,

the m 0AL necent
Lgunes show  that
whide the average

P.AY.E. workern paid
£2,500 annually intax,
the 17,000 Ylargest
Lanm ens pawl  qust
£672 each.
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adult members of the It is indicative of the to destroy or limit have made frightenin | : -
ATVg)OFh__A:é\JES SFXF(-‘;ST co.mmunity took on intimidatory power the abortion Ilegisiation. heanay, and no dout‘)gtJ :;Eer aLI)I'“’ gagik?\: rr'ngahc;tg
LEGAL this task of caring of the Church here, 2 | their counterparts N by the left in recent
ABORTION for the young. that despite those t the moment, Irish England will pe encour- years. We must be
e thousands of women, Womend have an expens- a.ged by thn.s. This prepared to stand up
A womans _right to bio g oo R VI 7 e gl s oo AL, + 0 o . e S T BT
choose s about = free that b endf. uefmeant them, there was still boat to England, but T(;:;S({))ppfe i attackgd, b i e D B
safe legal  abortion. int womedn WO L S S o Riring ;e %men'dment c B siend  the  LunIcs opposition to these
Approximately 60 million Ang a omestic role. Ut % YAS _ BB o L e ampaign .throughout reactionary, backward
Shartions b ikl . now, women are sponse to the portion . g the g:ourjtry 1S at .least ideas. "Not the Church,
Bt every Tu W either . expected to Amengjmept to the of two abortion referral highlighting the situat- not the State: WE
iy P AP il stay at home and look .Constututlon. in 1983. clinics in Duphn due ion. S.P.U.C.'s next must decide our fate'"
Biinind To ik shrpntill afte( their chuldrer), S-P-U-C-. R currently to  SRULC.'S Injunction targets  will be the
R right. But Jgofbs'f tr:gst keept thellr , campaigning in England the forces of reaction .U, the morning Pam Venes
the right to choose ot i R it g — - : ' R
. alsog ¥l e e rgst: ofthebeinlmpaosmfbllel DEFEND po::f:ucnangs and b'i'shops Anarch@sts support  this will not be a short
when and if you become < il ! M angd workeur THE CLINICS! calling d or more 'c':qm"- stand in Fhe. Campasgn campaign. Becguse it is
pregnant and being o it el . . i ; passion gnd aid as a priority, since about abortion and
able “to ‘Kius ' a ohild utrageous Snpce the decision in the to women with unwanted It firmly establishes not just freedom  of
when you are pregnant. demand to put on any High Court last. Dec- pregnancies. But this one main point - that speech, the full weight
Enforced sterilisation one person. The pro- ember by Justice(sic) decision will make many women in this of the Catholic Church
K s Rl pege blem is that the state Hamilton, it has become a repeat of the Granard country won't go along will have to be faced
countries like indis N 'S quite  happy for illegal to provide any tragedy all the more In  any way with a up to. They are irre-
and China are totally \} ;/L?rrggrr: tc_?_hebeago tr:ucz, information on abortion leely, not just once, law  that infringes solutly opposed to
unacceptable. The AN s 5 yout mon: (or s _t't§) tavallabuhty |Ut man{h t||mes - as on their rights. Instead, abortion. ~ But ~ more
right to choose is about Q s childcare)( In ritain 0 women ong as the law exists. they will break this to the pomp they bhave
knowing that there R i ; in the 26 counties. Now Irish women face law. well  organised groups
will be adequate social \ Capitalism creates much The decision followed the renewed possibility like S.P.U.C. and FAM-
and economic  support hug.her profits fpr the on an application by of greater resort to GROWING ILY SOLIDARITY *to
W i akitd 6 G ruling classes if the the s.'ight-wing S.P.U.C. paclf street and self- fight their corner
This s most definitely workers are made to orgamsation. to !‘a."e Inflicted abortions with Meanwhile the Campaign and for these groups
not the case in Ireland. :‘:; 0”'); DFOVIG? their two Dublin clinics the greater risks ~of has grown in  size. the Hamiliton decision
Over 75% of all women our tTor a fraction - the Well Woman death or sterilization Branches exist in Dublin hasn't gone far enough.
travelling from . Ireland womans body have that ;he Churgh iS of the profits p(oduced, and Open Line - prohib- resulting. Cork and Galway’. The 1LU.D. and Morning
to England for abortions IROCS. . SIS 88 . AN attempting . to impose out also to. bring up, ited from doing this after- - pill. are . next
are single. Uinfarfiad Irish citizen than the ideas and .attltudes Ort:t of this same income, as part of t‘heir preg- Ultimately they oppose
mothers are stigmatised xgrr‘ntan wohﬂ(::‘elf.to Tgt;sé ggon ngr;em agw;Q;ch thi'\tehy gfe Wopf::s aggne;ahtinlcén nancy counselling service. ?” contraception t')eliev-
a"ﬂ iaRd. By e up all the gains they What is the Catholic minders, at  hardly ing t:\wgrt]t Sexblint ;or
f;_?‘e:: lpro—lnferi. have made in respect Church  doing  about any cost to the state. CHOICE préc);eation s 3 i
are memb:resogf‘SP UWCO af coptrol g d tt?eir free ang collective e Of . TP Th lini lik 2
Chablaty for thé ; P.ro.- own lives and bodies, childcare, free schooling, rate of unemployment ese clinics, unlike
, to accept total respons- better  housing, equal in this country, more for instance.the Catholic Caind PHit
tection of the Unbor.n), ibility for the product pay Tor . -atl, better men are also finding Church spor)sored CURA ok i b
£50: Dave Sucly 8 Iwie- . of - pivgiengyl . wated working conditions themselves exploited BCYy, N R
lan attitude that they or unwanted. and the hundreds of N te  oway.: it s women  with unwanted
say ‘two  cells .In .&a ot other social injustices essential that we have ;t)gegnkannocx h:fve aalll rlgl;m;
HURCH which lead women the choice not to be . .
‘ being forced into abort- forced into these roles. options  available  to WRAT YOU CAN DO
WSM MEETINGS The Catholic  Church, jons? I talet;” “ the Women and men must them i.e. from adoption * Attend meetings and
Wt il ot i conservative and react- Church's  attitude to fight for abortion rights, to . abortion.  Moreover join the Branch of the
ionary in the extreme, unwanted pregnancy because the exploitation they believe that no- Campaign in your area.
paut. he wame fert S 06 oriving e s that it is God's of the working class g oo W 200 SLaten. axists yet,
;ia\fen oJZrncto amg?:(':zgsio': behind these organisat- punishment for disobey- as a result of the hehr'si:f‘ hca“ decide contact the Campaign
| ions. They have 90% ing his law! lack of control over which Is the best course at the addresses below
and readers are welcome to control over sex educat- UNPAID our own lives affects to take. It is precisely about setting one up.
attend. ion in. schools, which Sl DaaiE e us all. this ~ choice, however,
means that many young A that  S.P.U.C. object * Bring the matter up at
people are in ignorance | | Gl Mk sl U The Campaign to Defend Marches and protests your union meetings. Ob-
of sexual matters. The Catholic = Church, THE REACTIONARY D i . Guty. ., 548 the Clinics has been last month for Internat- tain a copy, of the Model
CORK They do not want S.P.U.C., and all their TIDE CO”t'“Ue_ with a preg- set up to reverse the ional Women's  Day resolution now being cir-
sople to have access supporters aim to force Nancy whether  she Hamilton decision but un- drew good crowds culated to Trade Union-
Every Thursday at 8pm in to contraception before women to stay in the In  England, abortion tikes 1t of -nat, til  this is achieved in. both  Dublin = and ists.
he Quay Co-op, 24 Sull- or outside of marriage, home and act an unpaid has been legalised . 4 it will break the law Cork. Demand  for
vans Quay. and even within this childminders. It IS since the 1967 abortion The Hamiiton. ,Decision by providing the pro- the Information Packs Dublin: Every Tuesday,
'sacred' institution, not a 'natural' thing act. . For .20 ' years, A SLAD" . DACK "I (0 hibited information to wo-  on alternative counselling U.S.l. Rooms,
DUBLIN each act of intercourse for women to have Irish women have i’;‘j;'tt wa)clj.ied Whaen ‘f\:” men as required. It have far gt g 16 North Gt.
: : "must remain open total responsibility travelled across the W is this that could be t ' Georges Street.,
2—?:3”8 flgom Workees Solid § (oo “the  transmission for childcare. In primit- water in their thousands L - yOae. A00. TNV, the . maiDe SUNRGA and p:rlwrc‘:ttiorrwl;n of fsuzc;r?g?t’ 5 p.m.
y sellers or from P.O of life". Many people ive  society, children (approximately 4,000 per ERRal BISSING - WHUe - " of ths (Cumpeigd,. singe f i
Box 1582, Dublin 8. who would call them- were looked after col- year at the ‘moment) giving Dirth alone in - jf done in a wid,espread pif s gty Cork:
| | . have been passed in ork: Every Saturday,
selves Catholic do lectively; there was to avail of a choice a Grotto, one could and deliberate fashion the L.G.PS.U and Quay Coop,
not abide by these no ‘'ownership' attitude they are denied in aLdly . DRRr.,. onesel it will make the law the I.C.T.U. Women's 24 Sullivans Quay.

rulings. They recognise towards children;  all their own country. gy Em OW3CHUSES - Dy unworkable. Conference.  but this 2.30 p.m.
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promoters of right

| , been neglected by refer to as an 'effort
wing terrorism as they the media over the to promote stable gov-
b L VAR - last few years and ernment' in the areas
FOOR F ARG . o Mr e, TOM as the statement at  concerned. The stable
SO RURYL ) ATerieRn the end says, the situat- governments they talk
DRI < BRRking, qavor ion is continuing much  about are nothing but
an anti-American enter- : : . 9 gl
brish Yl o B the same as what was dictorial regimes, but Last year saw the the 625 workers are of shop stewards linking Thora . ie 1 Dol . s
 feah PR Te e IR P, DU Y CATRR- U0 AR EEREINIE A o lowest number of strike facing similar threats. all the plants of a 5  whisper about a
| oy~ Guatiat, P SN RS GRS JQEEr, DS =  OWR/S Ay TBHGUNETURD PHOSeCL days in the 26 counties Management want a 20% company regardless of profits freeze or a
| Insteac‘;p Ty ot Ié with. El Salvador it's own backyarq". for five vyears. The increase in the product- frontiers. With  such dividends freeze. The
SALVADOR is portraved as tagign D ST D00 TNV W, It achieving  nothing total of 315,000 was lon of ~tyres .. ''for organisations and the bosses will keep on
Iacz- ge\t o thg and neither must U.S. else, this film at least . down 100,000 on 1985. no extra pay. They solidarity it is based taking from us as
: ' P W Involvement In the reminds us how brutal There was only 101 failed to get bonus on we can take on IOng as we let them.
Salvador shows us extreme left and the rest of Central America. the 'land of hope and : : g% to  £12 the threats of shiftin
£ . 2h horrific i : : . strikes, of which 63 cuts P g
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