International
News Extra

1The Netherlands
DUICH PAPER RAIDED IN
NEW POLICE CONSPIRACY
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Oueensland Industrial Affairs Minister
vince Lester, will re present Australia at a
world forum for trade union:

In June he goes to ¢, t for the Annual
Conference of the Internaitonal L.abous
Organisation (11.0O)), using tickets paid 101
by the lederal government

| ester has just pushed Australia
YHU;_{'H'\.! anti-unon |0';'|‘~|.:¥|'»la through the
Queensland parliament
: I'he Australian Council of Trade Union

ACTL ) and the National Liaison Commi
ttee of Coal Mining Unions are planning to
fight the legislation by direct action and in
the courts. Lester faces the prospect ol an

indefinite national strike by coal miners
“,-/;u!r ‘ ‘1/111/1 /lu \‘».N(/ll (1/1'/ Ill/l ralion

Vielhournri \ustralia
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BIG BUSINESS TERRORISM

Politicians and the Briish media have caref
y Structured debate on }\‘llll(.ll \ l\‘lt‘l]\\'.
rrorism’ 10 exclude discussion on the
nstitutionalised use of violence for pohitical
ends. The systematic nature of the violence
that underpins the power ol the British rulmg
lass and its foreign policy remains unchal
enged. Yet the patiern Ol this violence 1s so
clearly defined that it 1S no exaggeraton to
te that for each communist tortured 1n
Chile, each freedom ?:g?\t;‘f Killed 1n East
| 1mor. for everv woman and \}HH hlllxhk‘ﬂ‘d
in El Salvador, a few more pence drop into
the coffers of the Conservative Party
Organisations like Amnesty International
ind the Campaign against the Arms 1rade
have consistently publicised the connections
oCiween arms €xports and the use of torture
and violence to crush political opposition 1n
many countries. As one of the top four arms
exporters, and the second largest exporter ol
internal security equipment’, Britain plays
Key role 1n sustaining a varniety of 1hird
World fascisms. Recently the British Army
pegan training troops from El Salvador, a
country with a notorious record of using
death squads against its opponents. Britain
has also supplied weapons and training to
both sides 1n the Gulf War, including (1n
198 1) equipment to enhance Iraq’'s capability
of manutacturing chemical weapons and

engaging in chemical warfare
Although torture 1s widely used against
politicl detainees and human rights campaig
Chile, and the murder of political
DONENLS 1S COmmi ‘fl;‘..\:\ - thousands of
people have "disappeared since the mulitary

wverthrew the elected government in
3—Britain 1s one of Chile's main major
weapons suppliers. Chilean personnel are
being trained by the British armed forces and
missies bombers and ground attack aircraft
have all been supplied to the Chilean militan
ince 1980

\ »

Indonesia too
Britain has also become a mnajor c\purlrr Ol

weapons to the military government on

l":\’.-"u‘\‘;\: R.:-ﬁl.ﬂ I’:‘;l\\l‘!‘;\ ?\L‘il\«';‘lk‘r\
LIner/sirike aircrait and imegates

nave aircady oecn wl'l’;‘.xt'\j while contracts

for additional aircraft and a major training

programme are currently under negotiation

Who are these ‘allies that the British

i . . s 1 Yy R . ’ " i ’ ) - ‘
Government 1s arming”? What 1s the record of
. | el
. N e » - \1\1'_ | I t\ ) ! Y
N
: \"_ A
" - 'l.‘
. " -
" } >
= < ’ ) ) - U 1 CC
A ' 1<t SOO OO0
g .(‘ WA L L
A ~ e : !
3 - I.’x:\ 1ational
‘i
LILIOT)
. v
) . ] HHDAaniIcy

.
»

iy - A ] ! '] f 3 .
‘apud » 1N 1 E£4 '
J’ x by Indont Tk
; ™1t . ’ ’
' i) : 1
{ ¥ ‘“"l:p(\';u; 1
) 1;&‘1 7Y"ZIA 3
{ N and massas 1S | J
'),' Y"l "'. |
it aberrations. 1 hey are delibe
' | fale ! ™ MY 24 U e ST
) — : ’ '«f. : L4 Yy 2 1\_! -' [\l.t
British policy. Since 19584 personnel
&S Wilth records o1 serious numan

ations including Chile, El
Indonesia, Iraqg, Pakistan, Turkey

| Marcos s Philippines, have received
s members of the UK armed forces
British muitary establishments
British policy 1s to actively promote the
iNnd 1nternal security equipment
rder 1o increase this lethal trade. the
vernment organises a bienmal British
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Effects Simulators. Many of Britain's major
companies manufacture arms and all of them
are linked with ‘respectable’ banks and insur-
ance companies. Should they worry 1f
someone 1S murdered 1n a Chilean back
street, or if whole villages are bombed to
extinction in East Timor, so lung as the
profits remain large”

Who owns what?

In 1981, as part of a larger study of the
British military industnal complex, |
surveyed the directorships of the top nine
privately owned arms manufacturers. 101
directors shared between them at least 579
directorships. Company share-ownership was
fragmented, and control was exercised
through what has been described as a “conste-
llation of interests’ in which financial compa-
nies predominate. GEC, for example, was
linked through directorships to the Bank of
England, Sun Alliance, Lloyds Bank and
Morgan Grenfell, while Plessey was conne-
cted to Commercial Union Assurance,
Finance for Industry, Kleinwort Benson and
National Westminster Unit Trust Manager
Ltd. Control over the arms companies
through this ‘constellation’ reduces competi-
tiveness and reinforces a cohesiveness which
originates from the oligopolistic structure of
the industry. Arms companies are not directly
competitive with each other but interdepe-
ndent (one company makes missiles, another
airframes and another communications
equipment)

Since 1979 the armaments industry has
increasingly underpinned British manufactu-
ring as a whole. A recent report by the
L_abour Research l)c;mmncm noted that arms
production, which amounted to 8.2 % of all
manufacturing output in 1979/80 has now
erown to 13% . The Ministry of Defence now
takes S0 % of the output of the British aeros
pace industry, 40 % of the shipbuilding output
and 20 % of the electronics industry ov'~ut
| hese figures under-estimate the reliance of

Key industries on arms production, as they
exciude arms '\".[N'Il\ '-\hl\}l\'“.Zwk'.'.l;"\'
iccounts for about one-third of total UK arms
production (and that figure 1s higher 1n areas
i aerospace and electronics)

1

addition to the connections with nnan
nstitutions. the arms Ompanics also
lirect political links with the Consen
Party. Jim Prior MP 1s chairman of

GEC. Other Conservative armaments conne-
ctions, past and present, include those of
Lord Thorneycroft, John Nott, Geoffrey
Howe, Basil de Ferranti MEP and Lord
Carrington

One of the less publicised connections was
that of Eldon Gniffiths MP who was a
director of Redman Heenan Ltd in 1980 when
that company escaped prosecution for
smuggling £2 million worth of arms making
equipment to South Africa, in return for
payment of a secret £193,000 penalty. Grif-
fiths quietly resigned in 1984 when the matter
was revealed in The Observer.

'he Conservative Party also receives large,
regular sums directly from many arms
companies. Figures compiled by the Labour
Research Department show that during the
year ended March 1986, the Conservatives
received donations from the following
companies with armaments interests: Tarmac
(£25,000), George Wimpey (£115,000),
laylorWoodrow (£35,000). Babcock Intern-
ational (£10,000); Smiths Industries
(£7,500), Westland (£2,000), Vinten (£500).
Racal Electronics (£25.000), Guest Keen &
Nettlefold (£10,000), Lucas Industries
(£17,500, Northern Engineering Industries
(£45,000)

As most, 1f not all, of these companies have
received government contracts over the last
few years, this blood money amounts to little
more than old-fashioned corruption, and ex-

plains why, for example, the Minister of

Trade took representatives of at least three
arms companies with him when making a tour
of South American dictatorships in 1982, and
why Lord Carrington, when still Foreign Sec-
retary, exerted himself over sales to Saudi
Arabia. Government policy neatly dovetails
with Conservative finances

Thatcherism has supported, and 1s in turn
supported by, British military industrial inter-
ests; the domestic consequences of this con-
nection can be seen in the increasing domina-
tion of scientific research and development by
military interests, increased military spending
and influence with universities and poly-
technics, and a further twist in the spiral of
militarised policy

Tory support for some of the world’s most
vicious states, and their financial dependence
on the bloodstained sale of arms to those gov-
ernments, 1s a scandal which 1s bigger and
more institutionalised than Irangate. Labour
silence on the 1ssue 1s deafening, because Its
historical commitment to traditional concepts
of economic growth, and jobs at any price,
coupled with its acceptance of Establishment
definitions of Britain’s post-impenal role,
have led it to modernise the structure of the
arms industry and to set up the key Detfence
Sales Organisation when 1t was in power
Managing capitalism more effectively has
meant the Labour Party modernised and re-
structured the arms companies and indirectly
paved the way for Thatcher

[he military industrial complex forms the
heart of the modern State, and as the London
Stop the City demonstrations showed, the
State will go to Draconian lengths to stop
even the mildest of protests against iItS more
obvious abuses

Martyn Everett

MAGGIES MI5
TENDENCY

which the destabilisation campaign worked

Or IS thne dominant wix:(nuy} of the gOVEII-

ment of the day, then it can be argued that

the campaign was successful

The government’s declared aim 1s to

retain power indefinitely. To achieve this

they have the backing of the entire establish

ment - the Armed Forces, the l“tk‘”l}.’t‘“k C

Services, the Media and organised Capital

I he current leadership 1n power were sel-

ected by the establishment and their
tionary policies are only beginning to

unfold. In total it amounts to nothing

hort of a Declaration of War on the

vorking class and the dawning of a New

li’." Oup | ontinues ISUI SO ti(’)L‘H ”!L‘

[OM INGLEWOOD

SOURCES: Lobster (1'7¢c Pearson Ave
1e, Hull) High Intensity Subversion
(Cienfuegos Press); CIA & The Labour
Movement (Spokesman);, The Investigative
Researchers Handbook ( Refract). el

L.ate News

On June 3, 1987/, thuirteen people are
DU n trial 1n Lamia, Greece facing

serious charges- like the construction
and use of explosives (molotov cock-
tails). The thirteen were arrested on
May 13, 1986, during a demo against
the use of nuclear power following
the Chernobyl disaster

Send letters and telegrams to
-Mikto Orkoto Dikastirio Lamias,
LAMIA, GREECE.

-Mr. Lefteris Veryvakis, Minister ol
Justice. Zinonos & Pireos st. Al HENS

Send copies of letters/telegrams to
-B. Karaplis, 8 Aristidou St., 10559
ATHENS, GREEC]

THE ANARCHIST
ENCYCLOPAEDIA

BINDER NOW AVAILABLEF
£3 Inc p&p payable to TAF

BILLACK CROSS MEETING

Saturday June 27th
Manchester Town Hall
Conterence Room 8
2—4 30pm

THE

Police Go Wild In Dénmark!

see page 3

PRISON

More Bully Fighting In Spain!

see pages 4 & 5

Riots Rock Berlin!

see page 3
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In the last Black Flag we made a compar-
1Ison between government policies that will
Increase the range by which wecan either
be imprisoned or placed under surveill-
ance, and new measures that will, in effect,
institutionalise slave-labour pay as part of
the unfolding Workfare programme.

This comparison can now be taken to

a further stage as it is now clear, with
Increasing government announcements,

that the economy as a whole is being geared
up for a total transformation - a transform-
ation that will take place whichever polit-
ical party assumes power. We have termed
this new economy as the Prison Economy,
for reasons which will b2 made clear.

SERVANT CLASS

Firstly, a look at the type of economy we
have at the present.

Wealth has virtually completed its move from
the manufacturing base and is now broadly
centred around.the Finance, Banking and
Investment industries, where that wealth 1s
generated and where the City especially has
re-established itself as the financial exploiter
of world trade. None of this wealth perc-
olates downwards to the labouring classes in
Britain or elsewhere, but is retained within

a small circle, with international links, that
uses the capital generated for further invest-
ment, etc.

At the same time a growth area has been
witnessed in the so-called service industry
sector. This has in turn resulted 1n an enorm-
ous increase in the number of lower paid and
casually employed. With the unempioyment
situation the economy has shifted to force
down wages and create a new ‘servant class’
- many of whom now know no, or have
never known, unionisation or industrial
action and who know no job security. lhe
trade unions are unable to help them,
because they choose not to, and so unionised
or not they become isolated, accept their
situation or look elsewhere for help

FULL EMPLOYMENT

Officially unemployment in Britain 1s
around 3 million , although these are doc-
tored figures and the true figure is probably
closer to 4 million. However, add on the
casual employed and working class house-
workers and that figure increases to around
five million.

At present the trend now is to cut down
the official unemployment figures by forcing
young people on to training schemes (in
the future they will become compulsory,
according to, say, the new Tory manifesto)
that produce no guarantee of a real job. But
that situation too is changing. Most people
forced on to those schemes are to be faced
with having them extended, with the i1dea
of working without any real pay fastly
becoming accepted amongst the young as
the norm. Furthermore the training schemes
have been extended to incluie adults, who
are also being institutionalised into accept-
ing slave-labour pay for work. The trouble is
this is only the beginning of the programme

The aim of the government is to develop
the programme further and to consolidate
the training schemes with the concept ol
‘work for dole’. The government intends
to see to it that over the next five years,
say. everyone who is unemployed is eithe:
pllu‘ml on a training scheme (with instit-
utionalised low pay) or works to get dole o1
social welfare payments. The end result would
be to wipe out the official unemployment
figures in their entireity [he government

would be able to argue that everyone 1S
employed in one form oI another - and that
thev are helping the national economy to
adiust in the changeover to creating ‘real

jobs’

T TPy Yy T Ty T ™™
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ECONOMY

REAL JOBS

Just as the sort of work people are forced to
do on training schemes is not real work, so
the same goes for the sort of work people
will be expected to do under Workfare. And
the indications are that Workfare will be
introduced on the backs of the various
training schemes rather than introduced
openly. It is also probable that if the Tories
lose the Election, the other political parties,
in power, will bring in Workfare also, but
under a different name and with the co-op
eration of the unions.

But for how long will these unreal jobs
remain unreal? Eventually the economy will
adjust to the situation.

The longer term aim, therefore, 1s not
only to institutionalise low pay for work,
but to incorporate servant-labour type work,
using the training schemes, as the norm for
a growing underclass.

In other words, what are now consid-
ered to be unreal jobs will become an
important part of the mainstream economy.

The irony, of course, is that ‘full employ-
ment’, once the catchphrase of the state
socialists, will become the achieved policy
of the rnight.

This new economy, under the Tones at

Join the Job Training Scheme and
you'll have no more money problems.

.
r

-

Because we won't give you any.

JnB 2.~ ; 'l-‘ ¢ . . = o ‘J;

TRAINING

R

SR

least, will create new poverty levels and a
philosophy that will embrace the abolition
of public housing and a public health serv-
ice and severe penalties for stnke action.

PAY-AS-YOU-ROT

But what has all this got to with prisons
(apart from the fact that greater poverty
leads to more crime and therefore more
imprisonment)’

Well, allied to the policies mentioned above
1s the other stated policy for the privat-
isation of the prison service, with the hint
that even the imprisoned, under the logic
of privatisation and capitalism, will have to
pay their own way.

Pay for your own imprisonment? Dispel
all doubts: it's already taking place in the
USA under the auspices of the very same
private prison organisation that the Bnt-
ish government has named as the organisat-
ion that will help pioneer prison privatisat-
1on in the UK

[hat organisation 1s the Corrections
Corp of America. As part of its programme
it offers different grades of imprisonment
to suit the offenders’ means (means-
related imprisonment?). ‘Clients” can
effectively choose the Kind of imprisonment
they want, ranging from basic down to
pmﬁmwl_\ unhealthy. Many clients are pre-
pared to pay not only to avoid the disease
and brutality of the more basic graded
prisons, but also for the security provided b)
an extra premium. Many pay for their
imprisonment by installments, others by
loans; some sell their property to pay 1or
better ;!l';l\lt‘d cells

Continued on page 2
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UVF) gunmen
Adams. Sl
Belfast, accused the
the killers md reve 11Ld that Marly had
received a number of death threats from the

Pickets in Manchester supporting the
Ardbride dispute have been threatened
by police under the Public Order Act.
On May Ist pickets outside the Laura
Ashley shop were told that they could

be arrested if the picket caused "alarm,
distress or harassment’ of management oOr
shoppers.

Asked what this could consist of the
police replied that distress could be
caused by placards being displaved, slogans
shouted or people being asked not to go
into the shop. Police said that the pickets
were ‘on dodgy ground - whether the pickets
caused ‘distress or not the management
could say they did. The pickets were told
that they were liable to arrest if the police

returned due to complaints; the cops
ended by remarking casually that the Public
Order Act would be used to clamp down
‘on this sort of thing' (1e picketing)

The other main news concerning the
qx\‘z\uu 1S IhdI the Z‘ women sackec H\'

I(,\\l | huamn of its Luk of support
over the last eight months, but are contin-
uing the fight. At the same time Laura
Ashley management have been quick to
tell pickets that ‘the dispute is over’, but
this slimey tactic was unsuccessful and the
picketing of the Laura Ashley shops con-
tinues

As a result of the picketing Laura Ashley
management have reportedly threatened to
withdraw their contract from Ardbride,
whose boss, Ross, has offered increasing
amounts of money for the strikers to call
off their action. His last offer was their
1obs back, with union membership, but
with the same pay and conditions - the con-
ditions and pay were the reason for the
strike in the first place! All these offers
have been refused by the striking women, who
will accept nothing less than their jobs back
and their demands met in full.

The picketing of Laura Ashley shops

HOME NEWS

Pickets Threatened With Public Order Act

has taken place throughout Britain as well
as internationally.

The dispute was as much about appall-
ing conditions as it was about insulting
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ON MACHINES

*EXTRACTOR FANS
THAT DON'T VORk ?
*GLVE FUMES THA

MAKE Yov PASS
007

TIMES THE LEGAL

EVEL OF SILICA

DUST IN THE TOR
BIR FAC Y

*ALL "‘) M Kt-.
LAURA ASH_;

LAMPSHAD

low wages. Ardbride Products, in Ardrossan,
Scotland, make lampshades and stands, the
main buyer being Laura Ashley. Last Sept-
ember the women voted for strike action,
but 2 days afterwards they were all sacked.

The Empire Strikes Back

p.m. on April 2nd this year IRA volun-
r Lawrence \1‘ 1_ was shot at the door ol
er Volunteer Force

I 1€ lew wing day Gerry

in Fein p >sident and MP for West
Army of ‘collusion” with

AL
“O 1ess than two w eeks ago 4 Britsh

r told him that LNCY Wi uld make

Army mayje
re Marly would not live much longer, said
A If th an t get i LNE d §
1 IC ! U
ADD \ Mar W niterrogatea al
A = ;(! { 1CH :
" ¢ ] 1A LNEC | 1C !
4 repuniica | | 111581
N LUe H(:A vsilian area. Afer
Mar je security measures
] me. but these proved 1nefrective as
e lJVF seemed to have an ‘intimate knowl|
ity procedure and
f his house. Adams also pointed out
Ardoyne area, where Marly lived,
ad been saturated by Army/RUC patrols
I'he only route 1n and out of the area not

Orces was Ardovne
the route used by the gunmen Lo

~ould only mean

s » B . 24 08
) i "\\'Jio » ’

ipe, which he implied
knowledge of the attack
jays to bury Marly, after
&) Pl C presence at his home and
funeral x..";.;_.*. was aimed at stopping the
f the IRA firing a
ts over his coffin (even though they had
dready done that). As a result the IRA, under

yressure from the local Catholic hierarchy
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{
ippears 1o have been the only part

the storv which reached the media. Unsus

Martin
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Previou reports nave becn made about
leged S¢ irity Forces/terrorist up(f!dll'm‘,

of this kind. A UDR man claimed that former

MP Bernadette McAlisky was on their assas
nation list just after the attempted shooung
f her and her husband on 16th January
1981 —the Red Hand Commando was alleged

onsible. This 1s the Loyalist parami

litary group believed to be used by the
Security Forces for undercover counter-
insurgency operations (2, 3)

Three men jailed for the murder of asepub-
lican, John Turnly, claimed to be members of
the Ulster Defence Association and that the
SAS had supplied dhem with everything they
needed for the operation—weapons,

Picketing was then started all over the
country outside the Laura Ashley shops by
members of the Direct Action Movement
and with the help of other anarchists. A
solidarity call to DAM’s sister organisat-
ions in the International Workers' Assoc-
1ation, resulted in the picketing of Laura
Ashley shops in seven towns/cities 1n
West Germany, five cities in France, as
well as picketing in New York and in other
major centres. The independent Dutch union,
the OVB, has also protested directly to
Laura Ashley, while members of the Workers
Solidarity Movement in Ireland picketed
a Laura Ashley shop in Dublin.

The 21 women need donations, now
more than ever. Two of the strikers have
already lost their homes after not being
able to keep up payments.

Help organise pickets, and send news of
them (and donations too) to: Anna Druggan,

28a Montgomerie Street, Ardrossan, KA22
8EQ, Scotland.

LATE NEWS: Members of Nottingham
Anarchist Group, Notts Anarchist Fed-
eration and Notts DAM-IWA joined

forces to hold the first picket in Nott-
.ngham on May 13. A letter was given
in to the store manageress explaining

the reasons for the action and leaflett-
ing began.

The action was featured on local rad-
10 that evening, including a short inter-
view with one of the demonstrators
recorded outside the shop. At the sec-
ond picket on saturday May 16 some
customers did agree to join the boycott
of the shop. A couple went into the
shop to explain to Laura Ashley that

they wouldn’t shop there again until
the dispute 1s settled. The pickets are
now continuing twice a week, much

to the annoyance of the shop.

uniforms, intelligence.(4) It has also been
reported that the SAS have enlisted the help
of the UDA and RUC to eliminate IRA
suspects operating from the Republic (5).

References:(1) Republican News ‘Crown forces
collude with loyalist assassins’ 9/4/87; (2) New
Statesman 23/1/81: (3) Guardian 17/1/81; (4)
Guardian 11/3/82: (5) Lobster—4.

THE PRISON ECONOMY
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In the UK the plan is to introduce
privatisation firstly with new remand centres,
then new non-remand prisons, then finally
with older prisons. If the logic of the US
system is followed to its conclusion then
pay-as-you-rot will be ]
And if we eventually get to the stage where
contributions by clients become compul-
sory and where loans or other funds are
unavailable, then perhaps the seizure of
soods (or ill-gotten gains - a popular one
for the Tories, and already being practised
by the Courts) will be used as payment.
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THE PRISON SOCIETY

Of course, whether we are imprisoned by
the puhlu sector or the private sector,
there is no difference. In Spain, for example,

there is a mixture of both, often working

to the prisoners” advantage. But the point here

is that paying for your own imprisonment 18
like being imprisoned or penalised twice over
Just as selling your labour for slave-labour pay
is 2 crime with two beneficiaries: the employ-
er and the state

At the same time, as poverLy 1Increascs, as
the prison service becomes self-sufficient
and even profitable sustaining itself as an
industry (with a product?), so imprisonment
itself will form an essential part of the
production process and even the national
economy. Even now the indications are,
as stated in the last Black Flag, that the
soon-to-be-introduced electronic tags (th
hi-tech version ol house arrest) could well
include within its electronic signal the
nersonal identifier of the National Insurance

:

number. These same numbers are already being
used to monitor the employment and social
security, as well as credit, records of holders.
[his is a direct link between punishment and
labour: step out of line and you will have

your liberties curtailed.

So, in reality, we are not only seemg the
dawning of a new economy - the Prison
Economy - based on the institutionalisation
of low pay, but also the age of the Prison
Society - where imprisonment becomes
more likely for the social dissident and where
that imprisonment becomes an essential
element in our personal bugetting consider-
ations

As previously stated, the new Five Year plan
15 to expand the prison system - to turn it
into a growth industry - not to decrease it as
the government would like us to believe. This
will be a threefold expansion: by privatising
the mainstream prisons, by turning army camps
into detention centres, and by introducing
house arrest via the electronic surveillance
devices. This expansion scheme 1s also, in
effect, a planning exercise: planning for
a growth in crime and for the further crim-
inalisation of political and social dissent. By
introducing three-tier imprisonment, the
indication is also that this three-tier system
will act as an essential part of the social
control process to achieve the maximum in
effective obedience (the efficiency ol

capitalism?)

The Five Year Plan mirrors the absence of
any long term planning by those who are
resisting this tyranny. This weakness on our
part will only be dealt with when we begin
to organise on a long term basis, 4s 4 move-
ment and with a programme of action

INTERNA

ARG BNTINA

Far from being a defeat for the military

the recent revolt by certain sectors of the
Army - headed by Lieutenant-Coronel

Aldo Rico and General Ernesto Guillermo
Barreiro - can be seen as an almost complete

victory for the mutineers.

Major concessions have been won from
the Army’s point of view, including the
appointment of many nght wing ‘hard
liners’ to the top of the military hierarchy,
plus an amnesty for all middle and low-
ranking soldiers involved in the notorious

‘dirty war’ period of the military dictator-

TTONAL

ship between 1976 and 1983.

As a direct result of the attempted
coup, for example, Hector Rios Erenu.
head of the Army’s General Staff, has
been replaced by right-winger General
Fausto Marcelo Gonzalez. Erenu has been
under a lot of criticism in recent times
from far-right elements within the armed
forces who are furious over his lack of
support for their proposed complete am-
nesty for all armed forces personnel im-
plicated in the torture, kidnapping and
‘disappearance’ of some 30,000 people
under the dictatorship. It is precisely

MNest Gevmany
The Battle Of Berlin

Did you hear about the riots in Kreuzberg
(Berlin) on the First of May this year?” We'y
seen nothing like it in Berlin for over five
years. Anger, built up in a number of years,
exploded in this one big eruption. Anger over
corruption; over the evictions of squatters;
youth unemployment; rent rises; bus fare
Increases; health insurance increases; reactio-
nary new laws in schools and universities; the
disgraceful treatnent of claimants; the repres-
sion of working class immigrants and their
children; the role of the police as tools of the
ruling class as well as their role as an
occupying force in what 1s supposed to be our
‘'own country’ social control in each and
every way; the official government census;
new identity cards; video cameras on the
streets; chemical catastrophe; nuclear power
and radiation; arms exportation; diplomatic
links with South Africa, Chile, Paraguay and
Turkey, and last but not least, the enormous
waste of money on the Berlin Festival
commemorating the city’s 750th anniversary
All that 1n a country where the rich are as
rich as ever before and the poor sink deeper
and deeper into social misery. Reasons
enough to rebel!

But there were other reasons... Early in the
morning of the First of May police broke into
the ‘Anti-Census Bureau’ in Mehringhot and
confiscated documents,. Meanwhile, claim-
ants groups and other organisations around a
reduction in rents campaign staged a street
festival on Lusitzer Square in Kreuzberg
(West Berlin). Around 4 p.m some autonom-
1sts overturned an empty cop van nearby. The
police arrived and put the VW on its wheels
Around 6 p.m a small barricade was built by
overturning another car and a few windows
were smashed on Skalitzer * treet. While this

Black Flags Fly In Frankfurt

A series of ‘Libertarian Days™ was held in
Frankfurt (West Germany) 16th-20th Apnil
For this first congress of all currents of the
ibertarian movement—anarchists, syndica
1sts, pacifists and autonomists— 1500 partic
nants met and discussed (under the motto
‘From social movements to the social revolu
tion') the present state and perspectives for
the libertarian left in Germany.

The Congress was organised by the Frank
furt Libertarian Centre, run by the local
group of the anarcho-syndicalist Freie-
Arbeiter Union (IWA/AIT) and autonomists
The conference site was the university where
for five days each morning a plenum took
place, followed by different discussion
groups. Themes ranged from an analysis of
the situation of the libertarian movement and
a critique of various social movements in past

years, to groups on anarcho-syndicalism,

-------

was happening, the festival in the square
continued peacefully. Rock bands played,
information was given out, food stalls set up.
The cops didn’t bother to clear the barricade
althought more and more police vehicles
were arriving on the scene.

At 8 p.m precisely the festival was about to
come to a peaceful end when the cops
invaded the square. They shot tear gas into
the crowd and started beating people up. That
was the opening salvo in one of the longest
nights in Kreuzberg. Barricades now
appeared everywhere. When night came you
could see fires burning all over the area. Cars
were set alight, supermarkets were looted and
it was no longer just the radical left on the
streets. Police and the fire brigade lost
control. ‘Ordinary’ people looted alongside
punks, Turkish mothers and children. Tratfic
lights, bus stations and an underground
station were destroyed. A crazy drunken
party lasted until the small hours, when the
cops slowly gained control by which time
Kreuzberg looked as if it had been 1n an air
raid

One supermarket was totally burned out as
was a fire engine. Dozens of wrecked cars
were lying on the smelted asphalt and 1t took
a whole day to clear up the streets. About
fifty or sixty were arrested but the number of
injured remains unkrown. The following
evening a thousanc olice patrolled Kreuz-
berg but without serious incident. It doesn't
look as if the riot will lead to a new
movement of any sort but it certainly won 't
be the last time that emotions explode
Indeed, the next confrontation 1s set. On 12th
June Mr Reagan honours Berlin with his
presence for a second time.

Source: Ralf (Berlin)

non-violence, Palestine and Greece

Most discussions showed that to change
society in a libertarian direction an  escape
from the social ghetto most German liberta-
rians are in today 1s necessary, as 1s a
stronger emphasis on the problems of work
and everyday life. It 1s not important that the
‘Libertarian Days’ did not end with pertect
analyses and agreed strategies but that for the
first time all currents of the German liberta
rian movement had come together and had a
process of discussion and a selt-critical ook
at their own situation,

['he process will be continued with several
regional meetings being prepared for the
coming months

Andreas Canter

(We found this article interesting for information
but don't necessarily agree with its conclusions)
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WHERE MURDERERS WALK FREE

this ultra-rightist wing that staged last
month’s rebellion.

Aldo Rico, now under arrest along with
nine other mutineers, is a case in point.

His ‘commando’ - which fought in the
Falklands War - held nazi Otto Skorzeny
up as their 1dol! Barreiro, on the other
hand, has long held fascist and anti-semitic
views. Both men are linked to the far-right
of the Peronist movement. Barreiro is
also suspected of commiting several murders
during the ‘dirty war’ period, while Rico
has been accused of cruelly mistreating
subordinates in the past.

Another new right-wing addition is

the appointment of Colonel Jorge Eugenio

O’Higgins - now 13th in the Army’s
hierarchy - immediately following the
revolt. He was one of several ‘military
advisers’ who spent time in Honduras
during the late seventies training Contras.
According to recent revelations by a
Honduran right-winger, the same Argent-

inian ‘advisers’ also trained members of
Honduran death squads in the art of
‘counter-insurgency’, along with similar
‘advisers’ from Chile and the CIA. Between
1980-84 around 200 leftists fell victim

to these squads.

President Alfonsin himself, far from
being the saviour of ‘democracy’, should
also take a lot of the blame for recent
events. Since taking power in 1983 he
has consistently backed down rather than
confront the military over human rights
abuses committed before, and in many
cases after, he took office.

As a result of his complicity with the
generals just 5% of armed forces personnel,
thought to be involved in such abuses,
have been brought to trial. In many cases
they have then been acquitted and released.
With his ‘final point’ law (disqualifying any
more such trials from taking place after
February 22nd 1987) and the new ‘due

obedience’ law (passed as a result of the
rebellion, it grants amnesty for all middle
and low-ranking soldiers guilty of illegal
acts committed during the ‘dirty war’),
Alfonsin and his cronies are clearly paving
the way for a complete amnesty of all
armed forces’ criminals.

DENMARK

While Social Democrats, Communists and
Socialists joined a common First of May
parade in Copenhagen, Anarchists and squat-
ters met at a central square for a separate
demonstratiion arranged by the anarcho-
syndicalist ASO.

The squatters movement, BZ, organised a
pre-demo from a squatted house. The police
weren’t notified about this and they tried to
prevent it going down Stroget (a shopping
street 1n the centre of the city leading to
where the main demo was to begin).

As a result, squatters went down another
street and smashed the windows of a bank
along the way. When they arrived at the
square they clashed with police in riot gear
[ined up 1n combat formation. Squatters won
round 1, but when the atmosphere calmed,
police regrouped to ‘restore order’ and the
square was secretly surrounded and the
adjoining streets blocked off.

After the burning of two Shell Oil flags the
police attacked the crowd with truncheons,
being met with bricks and bottles. Though
drinkers helped by throwing empty beer
bottles, the police were superior 1n force.
Even a mother with a baby found herself to
be ‘obstructing the police. One person was

It takes 10 of them to fit a light bulb!
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Police Smash May Day Demo

hospitalised, 19 were arrested and 2 later
charged with *breaches of public order".

The arrests were quite arbitrary. It goes
without saying that the police<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>