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s Courage to swim

On the beach, a woman wonders at the waves. She watches the foam glide,
sinkihg'to the sand, absorption. She is alone, with the sea breeze, coft
sand beneath her, the waves moving in towards her and receding in
spontaneous rythm, gently as they meet the rise of the beach, yet sent
with the force of the deep hlue far, far out towarde the sun. She sits
out of their reach, in the dry, fiﬁgered sand of the dunes, watching.

ohe is here all of thte afternoon, nestled in the sand,safe, fascinated.
Gazing into the sea she discerms its unnerving constancy and beéuty,
reaching out towards it for understanding, All afternoon she rests here
in the sun, locoking at the ses still zn¢ moving, rising, falling, drifting

in and away from her.

This woman has never locked at the sea before. Ohe has seen it often and

in many places, yith many people znd in mzry moods. DBut she has never

spent all of the sunny afternoon hours looking at it, and now she is here,
she feels closer %o it than ever before. On an impulse she walks from the
dunes towards it, drawn by its movement, the temptation of its waters and

her sense of reflection in it. At the shifting water®s edge she takes off
her shoes and is thrilled by the shallow waves caressing her feet. lLooking
up, the sea is much closer now, more immediate., Its sound is leas distant,
and she can sense ites life, its attraction for her, A little of it trickles
around her, and once the waves covered her feet and she locked back at the
beach with a sense of excitement that she was standing in the sea. But with
a little urgent speed the wave sucks back into its mother and for a moment
she is grounded on the beach. Becoming'more'absorbed in her feelings of

care and joy when the waters touch her, and loss when they recede, she stands
in the sunlight,‘alone, still with the sea. Her head feels 1ight'and she can
 feel herthnughtS'Béfore they are articulated. They are slow and free and
careful thoughte about the beach, the place Where it meets the water where she
stands, and the sea before her. ©She stands at the edge now, trying to assess

- her impuise to leave the beach and swim,

The realisation'that this is what she wantg, to awim,.comes slowly; naturally,
in a gradual desire to leave her clothes behind on the land and iet her body
' fall'infb_this other body, this moving, swellingjwomanness of the sea., All
of the sunny'aftefnoon shehas'been feeling this and ncw she'faées the sea
and undérstands what she wants. Now she waltches the sun'sink.té the water

with envy and empathy for its falling. Bkyes wide oéen, she imagines her body




6.

wet and shlnlng, free 1n the sea-world, accep ting her and enveloping

her wlthout questlon, vith the underﬂfgndlnp the slow, undulating

and tru°t1ng'movements she has watched from the dunes. And the sun

and the sea are calllng her to join them, rous ing her to motion as

they become one, 2 6arke*' <han¢1np‘nnlty. Still she stands, hesitant,

dlvided Looking back to the beaoh, the bastern t¢ky is dark and comforting

gecure and temptlng'ln ite cerrdlntv, beckoning her from the

shore. But

turning to sthe mnset : =Oa seelng blocd stresked sliee zns e rising
: L A A ads & - )

waves, cshe smiles. ;lowly it ‘s coming to her, *here is no huarry, but

£en lyf one day,_sh¢ g.T} teave the epands for » while and find the

Courage to auim,

wRadle Flarit, February 1985

An

She is eternal mother

And forever child 1o me

A friend i'll never know

Or understand b ut go on finding
She cries with all the oceans
At our lack of faith and love
She walks with Gaia's strength
And Moonshine's piety

Sun's soul, child's eyes;
Something of her proud dark woman hood
Moves with her and

She is my friend.

he is m fri

Letter to a friend ]

Saw a shooting star last night
Wondered if you'd seen it fall
Watched a swallow aie
And held it
warm and broken in my band
Wondered if you'd noticed
that their backs weren't black at sll
But btlue and brown.
Sat outside a2 cafes |
With a huge ice cream in Ffaris
v Wanted ycu to share its fruit and flowers and parasols
~ Stoocd alone
wWith Van Cogh's rldrlght skies
Wished you could have szeen them
Tried to be a lettex
On the way
Got lost inside a poem
wWondered if you'd like tc read me,

7
T Sadie Plant
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"Dear Auntie,
- @ I am 16 years old a2nd still a virgin, I am the only one of all my friends,
and I have to pretend that I'm not. I am g0 confused, I don't went %o
sleep withe U ¢y, but 1'11 have to sc that I can stop feeling so ashamed
of myself Ssense
"Dear Auntie, "
+ I lost my virginity at 14. I thought it would make me Teel older and
mature, but 21l my friends ignore me and call we 2 slut. Yhat cer I %
My whole life is falling aparteeecec” '

"Dear Auntie,
¥ 1 elept with my boyfriend because he said that I was frigid because I
ves & virgin « . . . 2nd row I feel 80 Airty cvsoa™

Dictionary definition
" Virgin: "A person, especlally a woman who has never had sexual intercourse,

| Chaste. Pure. Unccrrupted, not yet cultivated, explored,
exploited by man.

! ﬁ’ VESTAL VIRGINS
Vestal virgins were very important members of Roman society. They were
elected about once every five yvesrs and were uvauzlly agsed between six and
ten years cld. They were often daughtere of noblemen, After they had
been "chosen", ihey paesed ovt of their father's control and were no longer
part of their family, end all her property belonged¢ tc the State. They
were also given money - a kind of dowry. Scmetimes it was quite a large
sum, probably te attract them to come forward in the first pl ce. They
vere then committed to thirty veers of "virginity'.

They had a public life, during which *hey would travel through the stireets
in carriages at public festiwals. 1F they had to give evidence in court
they did not have to tske the osth, and had some power in that if they met
a prisoner going to execution (by accident) they could annul the death
sentence. They alsc guarded importiant docunents, and even the will of an
emperor. Because they were virgins ithey were considered holy and savioues
of Rome itself.

1’(If, however, they were found to be guilty o sexual igmorality, her partner
was flogged tc dexth like » rlave, and she was buried alive in an underground
room. She would be left some bread and waiter and shut in forever to¢ die a
slow death, Not surprisingly, theye ate lews than ten occasions in Koman ”{'
history that this tcok placd.

There alwaye seemes tc have been a huge emphasis on virginity. Especially
for women. In Rome virgine were almost holy because of their puritye The
Cathclic church seems cobsessed with the idea that Mary was a virgin, that

she had to be 2 virgin, because a woman who had'lost' her virginity wae |
impure, defiled and damaged, and could not therefore bear the "Sog of God".

Even today, being a virgin is important for a young (or old; woman. 1f,
at a certain age a woman is still a virgin, she is congidered "Frigid%,
or cld fashioned, amdit may be the goal of a man to teke it from her,
But if a woman should ‘'lose' her virginity toc young, she is a slut,

or a whore, and is treated with contempt, and seen as an ‘easy lay'.

ey men still declare their desire for their future wife to be a virgin,

=




i TTE 2t N

e heh e i ey AR e R A - - e o s T T e T N S

£ 87 4

bt =+111 want to acquire sexusl experiencs vofrse marriage with women who

‘g s s " NS g ]5 - ay eIy e v b e, -
T‘:'"':: WGl & .."“‘2“3 l O } 5 &YX f TR ! "\}’ O™ ,p,., Vedlip ; 08 2 5 LRSI E Al aVe v
” A ;. Vo .t : HE BT as & &€iut or old~izachi og’ Fie e &

Cilw.bse k};‘.‘\: :‘.-.}a’. e @ n ‘ ' « L4 e A . s, W 5\ L & S o } (.z‘i

aha havie: do: MWinan prarot f" for the vight man to come along - and wxat
¢ hels tue wvong one? How will it affect her pCDh}a?fi} with her

o ady i

]P“"r ’14"" r" ".-_’-’-"'

('.;

Despite the so-ca:led 'easy-come, easy-go" attitudes today, the whole
issue of virgirnity and whether 1o keep i$ or lose it remains the same
as 1t was thousands of years ago, w¢+H young'wamen*e lives '
dominated by this one state of being

The originsl meaning of the word virgin, is, however quite ¢ifferent
from the dictionary definition. It means "belconging to no man?

g T T N "u“w R

A woman who is not pmbee”ssu by a man, who may have wagg 1LV“V%, but
is alone; out of men'e control - "One in herself", It has v %fﬂg
to ¢do with whether a woman has had sexwal intercourse or nc t. ro

be & virgin is tc be in conirol of one's self. Mo be cut of 2 man's

control, unmarried and unnuszessed by 2z man.

L

%
<
2
3

When 1 discovered this, it was a resl shock. It meant that all the
agonles of virginity were fzlse., That women aren't really worrying
about whether to be sexuzlly "frze' or not, buit whether to be
contgolled by men or not, “Should I let myself be pogsedsed by this
man, or should 1 choose to be ny own migtresg®™

somenow this guestion is much easier to answer,
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A wall, noct a blank wall. A wall covered in wallpeper; small flowers, pimk
ﬁlue yellow., JFfading a little, the flovers merged into a pale confusion of
colour. Half way down the wall the formica workesurface, underneath drawers

and cupbcards. To the left a shiny metal sink and draining board leading to

~the cocker, It was old, showing scars of many a chip pan and boiled-ovexr

‘milk - or was it soup?

Alison sighed -~ there was the fridge, tucked z2way in the cormer. Well there

wage food in it, as there was in the cupboards. "At least there's food,"

- she sighed agsin to herself, How could ithese obiects excite her? They had
, . y

once, when they first moved in, when ‘'her own kitchen' was & ticket to in~
dependence. How crazy. How wrong. Now she hated those kitchen units,
degpiged the soratched draining boards. How long did she spend in here each

day”?

Well, 7.%0C in the morning, she could be found, asleep, mechanically shuffiing
around in her long dressing-gown and slippers. Ketile cn, tea made; breszk-

faste The thought of food made her sick, but it must be done, it wae done,

quickly and expertly served to the nman who had hurriedly pulled on his grey

suit with matching shirt and tie. There were neot many words spoken =

8.15 and he had gone, to be a man in a man's world.

So that was the first hour or =o spent in that damm room; a cold sleépy,
uncomfortable hour, one she dreaded as she went to sleep at night, every
night. Somehow she accepted it though, somehow she knew she had little
choice, ahd in some way she deserved this life, It wasn't so bad that she
would complain - really she was quite happy - other people were a lot more
miserztle than her. There were things she would have preferred not to do,
like the morning ritual, but she saw no other way. Tony wanted breakfzst -
she did the cooking, she cooked i%. And she had a feeling that had she
refused to get up, life with ?ony-would becoﬁe diff'ienit - he would be
angry with her, accuse her of not being a proper wife;, compare her to

other wives, and she hated that. ©She wanted to bte very good at this job

as she had with most ttings in her life, she want#d it 8ll to he rlght,

and making breakfest was part of that. Anyway what was the blg'deu; about?

It was the least <he couid do for =zomeone che loved.

Alison threw herself out of her dreaning, as the wahing up piled on the
draining board came into focus. OShe jumped up nervously and turned on the
hot tap.

T
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Plates, bowls, knives, CUpé, mugrs e £poons, saucepans slipped through the
bubbles, were vigorously scrubbed and placed cshiny and clean on the draining
board. It was amazing how much washing-up there always was. ©OShe gazed
through the window in front of her. It was all very familiar - she hardly
noticed a bird delicastely balunced on a branch of the tree. ©She was doing
her job, Tony wae doing his. Her jobj to wash~up,-£idy up, hoover, make

the bed, wash the clothes, ccok meals,scrub the cooker, make love . o .

" No, that wasn't fair -~ of course she enjoyed thet., Vell not every time,
but she probably had a lower sex drive than Tony - "men are different,
anyway," che mused, It didn't do her any harm to make love when she didn't
actually desire tc, and it wade him happy, which was most imporiant . . &
She found that part quite easy to fulfill. ©Sbe almost enjoyed the pretence,
except when he demsnded 5 little bit more, asked her to do things she
didn't quite want to Jo. Anywsy, maybe if che made herselfl availshle all
the time, he would stop wanting that, he would.settle into a routine. Yes,
that's how it worked - for married.coﬁplesA~ at firat a few games, and then,
after a while, sex would Jjust slot into the routine, the routine which she
could accept becuzse it was all so straightforwerd, Ohe knew where she stood,

what was asked of her and could do her Job very welil,

ilison swung round from the washing-up to surwey the kitchen - yes, everythirg
| I ¢ X

was where it shouvld be - all in position.

And so, her day had begun. She automatically moved through the flat from room
to rooﬁ, putting things in place, cleaning, hoovering, picking up dirty socks
and underpants, cleaning the bath, the =zink, constantly surveying her SUT=
rourdings, making sure sll wae in place. The hours slipped by although she
hardly noticed until she remembered she had shopping to do. Shopping, an
arduous task. Invovlving carrying back bags full of necessities; toilet roll,
coffee, vegs; she hated it. Hated going in shops, having to ask for things,
queueing up in the supermarket, being stared at he all those women - shop

b
:

vomen, other housewives, vourg women who seemed full of confidence . . + sbe
hated them sll. She c¢idn't know why., She just couvidr't wait to be back home

Her home, her territory.

She remempered being like that young giri in front of ber in the yueue. Che
remembered just having a handful of things to buy. She stared at the young
woman. Her short well=cut haiy, her pink ané green earrings, her strong

stance a8 che stcod weiting for her turn *o paye




ohe was probably going out tonight. ©Hhe was probsbly going out with her
friends. Nothing to worry about, like washing, cleaning, cooking. She
rrobably spent hours drinking coffee with her friends; laughing and talking,

planning nights cut. "How old is she?" Aliscn suddenly thought. ©She was

thrust into reality as she suddenly realised there might not bhe mueh

difference between their ages, and yet to lock at them both . . . ghe knew

the answer.
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out of her sleep,
her period of rest,
-hexr dark place of solitude,
she rises
’ upwards, forwards
into the light -
From the eternal flames
an expleding volcano -
. and energy flcode like lava
acrose the land
gathering speed and strengih
Re =~ asserting her anger

Re = energizing her passion
to ereate new form, new phase, new
¥With firey wings
the sweet bird of paradise
returns
passed are her nesting days
ghe wust now explore and travel,
once again
spreading her polden healing ways
like the szun's evef~1asting'rays
¢f siiver sunshine
melting the winters icey fingers.
Together we will 1ift cur tired winge
and weightless, swoop scross |
the cuntrees with ancient wisdonm
and re-born spirit
prapared as always t0 reveal the truthe

| 1 welcome you
A dictionary deflinition¥¥s® |

the phoenix,
Phoenix....according to the ancient legeng\\

\ { Esotar 1985 )
a wonderful female bird which was said to |
i eSS
live 500 or 60C years, when she built for R
A S SR

. g

herself a funeral pile of wood and
aromatic gums, lighted 1t with the
farmming of her wings, and rose again

" Here we git -~ here we stanrd
Here we Claim the common lgnd,
: Nuclear arm shall not command
from her ashes; hence an emblem of e I
Bring the message homesvese
immortality; a parzgon; a person of

Singl.!la.r digtinction or baa‘ﬂtyo k i‘m Carr}r Greennam }igm"

hy Peggy Seeger )
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| : The Queen was un-happy. She had been married to the King for nearly

seven y»ar% and there wag still no child. If she didn't become pregnant soon,then the King
would take another wife, tle wanted a son to inherit hie kingdCMese...but even a
daughter would mean that they could stay together, because with a carefully arranged
marriage he could maintain control of the land,

L4

Sn

1

ihe Uneen was so un~happy that she did a forbidden thing. She went
intc the erichantéd forest....to a sacred spring of fertility..seeand 1it - a candle
for the Goddess. Every second the {lame burned, che rocked herself and begged the
goddess to give her her nearts desSirT@isee sﬁmm.a @

Juletly, an old woman stepped into the glow of candle light and
gmlled at the Queen.....who was stay t;?ﬁ.g.ggfor it was Heecate, the hag, much admired
for her nowers af prophésy, marh teared Ior her way of speaking the truth. 1t was
forbldden to criticise the mens gcvewrmeﬁq¢..ca system set up a hundred yvears ago,
vhen the sacred foreést was attacked by an zrmy of men, who then built a palace and
cefended it with weapcns and murder, lMany women were killed, many boye captured and

. trained to be scldiers ard husbands., | |

b

With amusement the hag said, ™ Don't be afraid of
me -~ calm yourselfl, and answer thig question -
wh&t is the wite of the king doing as she lights
a flame t¢ the goddess” What is it vou want so
radly, )hat you risk doing this? L'm sure 1 don't
need to remind yocu of all the women and girls that
have been heaten, sometimes Killied, zlways raped, for
doing just as you do now, ™ |
W e PRI S i 0 R I TP
The queen broke dowrn, ciutching at Hecate'’s hand,
scbbing out her story, her un-happiness, Begging her
noet te tell anyone that she, the gueen, had sat at
the sacred well., As her distress passed, the old woman
stoked her hair and the oniy scund left was the steady
trickle of the water. Hi
Hecate spocke., " Your secret is safe with me. Our
fates are connected. The spring whispers ic me that
you will soon carry a baby in your womb.,..you will
have a daughter. She will bte a bsautiful spirit, that
will help this mountzin forest wake from it's long
sleep., The wind in the trees tells me that your girl
4 boern of these waters, will open her heart to the
Vaodd ess, and when the tzmc is rvight will fly as free as
“ ‘ku. ¢ & e '

The Jueen only heard the words...'yun will have a
danghter® repeailng'QVﬁr, and over, in her hegd, She wept

into Hecate's clcak, crying 'thankmgﬁu, thank-you'

With concern; the hag took her hand and said, " Do net thank me. If the vrophesy comes

true, vou will have vcurselif to thank. But know thiss..for you there will be joy and

then deep sorrow. Take courage, it's all for the beat," |

The months passed by, The queern was Very happye A child was on the way.
A baby girl was bern and the klnpucm reigiced, |

The naming day drew near,



' E? It waz ic ve 2 day ef great ~elsbration. Inside the palace, feasts

were prepared and invitaticas r~ent culs | :

The king knew that the common people in his kingdom would expect the
child to be blessed by wise women. He would rather drop this dangerous custom, but
he knew that with all the recent occupation, it was better to let some things carry
on, In time the custom would die out naturally. As the remaining crones and hags
died.c.cand there was no one to take their place, He made up a list of twelve wise-
women. They were all good and thoughtful women, but there was no one on the list who
would make awkward remarke or make a fuss., What-ever happened, it would be a very
delicate mement politically....because he couldn't tell them exactly what to say.

The Queen noted that Hecate was NOT on the list. This made her worried

and relieved, all at the same time,

The naming day arrived and the palace was full of people., Then the .

time for the blessing began, |
One by one the women gave their gifts-

beauty, grace, kindness, fertility, health, humour,
intelligence, courage, strength, joy,
laughter.s.essethe twelvih wonman was
about to step froward when there was
shouting, and Hecate rushed inte the
roem, clogely followed by armed guards,
The room went silent as she stood in
front of the baby, uueen and king. She
wae full of fury, and her vcice travele
led round the room like thunder and
1ighteningo '

)

® 1 waited for my yightful in-
vitation to this naming, dut none

came, You may think YOU can escape
your fate, but i know that I can't...and
1 am here %0 deliver the blessing that
the child must have,

To this girl I give freedom, ¥
One day she will spim, the blood Ry o M TR s
will flow and she will be lost to YOU { pointing at the king) for ever.”

- "Throw hex out, " ordered the king, as the room srmpted into noise and move-

ment, " She is banished from my kingdom from this day and for ever, I will spare her
life because 1 am a fair king, you all see how fair I am. But listen, Hag, if you
ever return, you return to die, Let anyone who sees this woman again tell me., We
don't need her, with her wicked tongue and false prophesy.” =

Hecate shrugged off the hands of the soldiers and waelked out. The queen sank
to the floor erying,as a shocked wave of words hissed through the gir. The twelth
wise woman moved forward and helped the queen te her feet saying, " I ecannot change
the fates, but my blessing is te tell you that your daughter will not die, but will
become as distant to you as e dream is distant from waking, I see a spinning wheel
and blpood, dbut not death.'? | |

From that day, splmming wheels were burnt, and they too were banished for ever.




B8 The s 'S o

by s omed into a girl; »we showed strong
loving spirit. Vo' ARG SONETy  Demen s '

The grl was Nazivr and content in o esvthered Kind of way. Bxcept for
'R WS : . Fad " U “3i o
crie thing. A Garriage wao arrenged £, ner. 5he w28 pledged to a boy who was heir to
g big kingdom in the west. ‘!P'“

At twelve years cu- elie +ovufat very litile about it. The boy had always
been around, although they weres never speciazl friends. it thirteen the girl and boy -
developed a bored dislike of each ciher, At fourteen they Lecame ss distant as
planets.....Beauty - quick witted and mocking, the boy clumsey, prcne to aggressive
outburste of temper....the pattern of his father who waue a domineering, warrior king,
showing itself in his manner. The merriage pledge was to be scalmsd on Beauty's
fifteenth birthday.

As the dey ecame near she became ill and spent restlezs nours in bed,
crying, fretting, pleading wilh her mother and father 1o cancel the pledge and to
give her more time to meet someone she liked, The gqueen wag not allowed to disagres
with her husband. The king was worried about Beauty's behavior, but he wouldn't
change his mind, The marrizge wouid go ahead because it was an important political
move that the king had been planning for years. '

der whole body ached with nervous exhaustion. Sue felt as if she only
had one comfort, and that was her snall dog, Bess, who never left her side. Inteo the

~dogs ever attentive ear she® spoke about all her hopes and fears. To Bess she whispered
all her secrets, the sorts of thing she could never say to any human being in the
kingdom. She had wonderfull day dreams about a far away place that she went to with
her dog. A place where she didn't have to marxyy, didn'i have to sleep naked with a

boy she disliked, Didn't have to have children every vear. Didn't heve to leave her
mother,

The day of the pledge arrived, and to make her mother happy she got up
and dressed in the white engagemont dress. What elee could she do? She felt very
alone with her fear and the omly tiwe she could smile was when she tied a pretty,
white ribbon arcund her dog's neck, recdy for the party.

The party begen and at times che actually enjoyed herself...when she
forgot about the pledge to come. She danced and laughed with her friends....other
girls who would in time gl)l be pledged in marriage and leave their homes. The boys
laughed and played in an ajoining room, Everyone wovld meet up later in the main hall
for the ceremony of ensagement,

osome of the girls went into the garden to play. Beauly saw them and
in the crowd sliyped ouiside, un noticed. She quickly wondered off, walking in any
dirsction that her feet took her., She wes deep in thought and hardly noticed Bess
bounding arcund her looking very excited. Her mind was racing with thoughts, but
ghe couldn't Ekmagine how she could get out of tuhis dreadful situation. She had no
where 0 go, no one to o with. She had a sironge, light headed feeling but she put
it down o exhaustion. In this state of feverish thought she wondered right away from
e main palace grounda ¥ & turreized bullding next t¢ the enchanted furesty.
| Almogt without thinking, she went inside

and began clirbing the stone steps. She heard
2 strange clicking sound somevhere and went
t0 see what it was,

She Yound where the sound came froa and
went inside a small room. She saw an old,
old woman sitting in front of a wooden wheel

that whirled and clicked and spun round and
romnd, She had never seen a spinning wheel
before and asked in surprise, " What are you
doing old woman’?"
"S04sesyou’ve come” said the woman and her
wrinkled face speead into a smile of pleasure.
For this was Hecate, who was banished, but
had returned this once e help the fates at
‘work., She had ccme back...through secret pathe in the thorn forest, that only the old
ones knew.She had set up the forbidden wheel and had waited,
"Thde, " Hecate said, ".e..is a spinning wheel. The fibre spins and twists
together, just as fate is spun and woven into the pattern of life.”
Beauty sat and watched the wheel. Bess sat and watched too, her ‘$ail

wagging.



B

&3 The young wemen and the old voman talked, Beauly poured cut her fears.
Hecate listened. 1uwu shoe told Eecauiv storiea of the past and of present places that
existed far away. Places wihere women were sitill free to make choicea and decide how
they would live....how their children wouid learn. Places where girle were taught
the value of freedom and grew upr to become wisge women, and mothers.....strong, sure
spinsters., Flaces were boys were tauvght the wisdom of gentleness and love,

As they talked, a2nd the thread was spun, Beauty became more and more sure
that she wanted 1o leave the kingdom, her father's kingdom, and search for these
different placer. Deauty bscame upset, un-setitled, and begged the old hag to help her
get away.

Becate bided time, waiting for a sign that meant that she shewld help tle
girl escape. She was almost posgitive, but there had to be no doubt. To ecalm Beauty
down she showed her how to use the hand spindle, She toock it but as the spindle
wizmzod ground it jumped suddenly and jabved into her finger. Warm blood trickled
onto her white gown, as she cryed out and locked at the tiny wound.

' In her mind's eye, Hecate saw the face of the queen., The queen was crying
but she looked zt Hecate and said urgently, ".ese¢GO .4. NOW ..., TOGETHER, * Then the
picture faded, The blood on the gown had spread into the shape of a bird in flight.
Hecate was sure now...21l was well,..they must leave together,...fly free.

e et

They both heard the sounds of shouting and horses hooves in the distance.
She had been missed. They must leave right away. Hecate foled a dark cloak of rough
spun wool, arcund the girl., With Bess dancing around their feet they quickly left the

building and went into the enchanted forest. Passed the sacred well, down the secret
pathways. | -

o -

The long journey had begun. Beauty felt as if she had never been so alive.
She felt s0 alert and awake......as8 if she were waking from a long, long, dreamless
sleep, g

The journey had begun.
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Fol THE GARE
You Pk NEED &
D1eS AND COUNTERD

- Coterpiliar in 8 hure :
Taka Yoor waik

To the Shady lesf,or sisik
Or what 00&)

2P .

f No toad Spy you,
| Hovering bird of prey pass

\ Spin and die by YU,
([ To Ive agamn as buttergly.

j. TH&Y WALK FaciMi S0
To SWOE # LivE INTHE
SEA .

LONG STRING
DoOwWN -
2. CLIFFS ARE MADE OF
e THIS.
‘38 A FLOATING MoME .
| " SOMETIMES HAS SAILS.

this S8 * . -1
To See * a @ b VW

and what did | see ? The Sea'
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4 May 12th - United States nuclear { Cruise ) convoy ocut
again - its where~-a-bouts surpos.u 10 be a secret -
but - police and trcops are unavle to stop 1000 women

. children and men waiking onto Salishury Plain - very
close to the not-at-all secr¢t ~convoye. In the words of
an inspector " There are too many o stop.”

These Americen~contrclled convoys are regularly taken
out on roads around Britain - bringing possibilities &f
nuclear holocaust one sgtep nearer = but these suicidal
preparations ARE being opposed -~ by more and more
people as time goes on., People who went to Salisbury
Plain on Meyfath had an empowering experience. Watch
out for the next 'Cruise Trapping' protest on the Flain,
and/or pub licise these unreasonable army manoeuvres
locallye. |
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