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EDITORIAL
The aZm ofi the. SpantAh Information NetMOAk ts to get tnfoAmatton about anaAcho- 

^r/FicfccoZoSm Zn mo de An Spatn tnto EngtiAh tn a coheAant May ao oa to gtve a
detatted ptctuAe of Mhat tA gotng on, AatheA than just occaAAtonat gtimpAeA at 
dtffeAent aspects of the. Attuatton. We atso hope, to pAovtde a peake as on the.
Au.bje.ct and pAovtde contacts foA comAadeA gotng ovca there.
ts Me. Mant a futt and open discuAAton on the. Aubject, Me are Mttttng to pAtnt 

optntoYiA Mtth Mhtch Me. diAagAee. The cAtteAta for publication are avattabtttty 
of Apace and the need for aAttcteA to be Aeadabte and reasonable. We CApectatty 
Metcome articteA based on peAAonat expeAtence.
Bastcatty, Me’tt print just about anythtng, but tf Me dont tike Aomethtng, oa 

thtnk the facts may be tncoAAect, Me1 It MAtte bach and exptatn oua potnt of vteM 
ao as to Mork out Aomethtng acceptable to both paAtteA.
In thtA AptAtt, Me took foAward to recievtng youA contributions for tAAue no. 2, 

Mhtch Ahoutd appear tn tate Summer. You can have StneMA A ent direct to youA home 
for 35p a copy/50p ovcaacca [cheque oa P.O. payabte to S.I.N.) but Mhtte you’re on 
Mhy not make tt a quid oa two for convtntence Aake, and that Mttt put you on oua 
maiting ttAt. ThtA publication ts betng financed by dote money and limited personal 
savings etcetera. 40 dig deep for donations.
Vepending on the tevet of AeAponAe, Me Mttt announce a readers’ meeting tn the 

Aecond oa thtrd tAAue, ao a proper AtAuctuAe for the network can be AOAted out. 
Gtven the nature of Mhat Me1 Ac trytng to do [Mhtch tt bastcatty just to co­
ordinate tn fo Amotion and contacts ) tt Ahoutdn't be too dtfftcutt to keep thtA 
AtAuctAe Atmpte.
In teAmA of contacts, Me Mtsh to expand theAe tn Spatn of course, and can 

hopefutty make peopteA more effective Mtthtn the Limits of baste Aecurtty
co ns do ua neA A. Stmttarty, anyone Mho feets abte to gtve tatkA on the C.N.T., oa 
wants a ApeakeA for meettngA, get tn touch.

Gtven that the C.N.T. mos [and Atttt tA?) the wortds’ beAt exampte of anarchy tn 
practice, Me took forward to youA hetp tn devdoptng a fatter unstandtng of tt1 A 
activtticA and poAAtbttttteA.

M.L. and I J. [EdA.)

THE C.N.T. IN SPAIN TODAY
NOW WHAT’S HE UP TO?

ThtA tA my tdea of a framework Mtthtn Mhteh new tn formation about 
the C.N.T. can be undeAStood. I’ve taken on thts project not because I reckon to 
knoM more about the Aubjeet than anyone etse, but because no-one etse AeemA tntrcAted 
tn dotng tt ttke thtA, tn a Atngte aAttcte. Obvtousty, I Moutd be gtad to Aecteve 
peopte’A comments, as Aome potnts may need adjusting oa ctaAi^ytng.

The tdeas put ^oAMaAd tn thtA aAttcte aAe based on tAanAtattonA ofa C.M.T. papeAS, 
coAAeApondance Mtth mttttants, vtAtts to BaAcetona and Vatencta tn ’81 and ’82, ptus 
tvo MeekA tn BaAcetona and hstuAta tn NovewbeA ’83. It Mas MAitten tn VecembeA ’83. 
NO,WE’PE THE REAL C.N.T.

Stnce 1980 theAe has e^ecttvty been tvo C.N.T. tn Spatn. In my 
optnton, the centAat dt.^Aence betMeen them tA that one ts moAe pAtnctpted, the otheA 
mo Ac pAagmatte.

EottoMtng the C.N.T.’a ^t^th congACAA tn VecembeA ’79, at MadAid, a. taAge mtnoAtty 
dtAagAeed Mtth the outcome and hetd a con^eAence tn Yatencta duAtng Juty ’80, MheAe a 
moAe pAagmattc tine moa adopted. To Aave Apace, I Mttt ac^ca to the moAe pAagmattc 

C.N.T. as the C.N.T.-\J. and the oAigtonat, moAe pAinctpted C.N.T. as the C.N.T.-A.I .T. 
as tt tA the o^tciat Aectton ofi the anaAehtst/Ayndtcattst tnteAnattonat the A.I.T. 

One tmpoAtant potnt to make tA that both pAo^^esA the Aame anaAchtAt/AyndicattAt 
goats and oAgantAe thetA tnteAnat AtAuctucACA tn the Aame May. NettheA have Atgned the 
tatest ’’Aoccat contAact” the A.N.E.

The matn expACAAton 0^ the dt^eAence betMeen the two C.N.T. tA thetA attttudeA to 
the MOAkA commttteeA [comtteA de empAeAa) Mhtch mcac Act up a^teA EAanco’A death. 
They act tike mint pa^itimentA tn each MOAk ptace, Mtth ’’H.P.a” Atandtng ^Aom untonA 
AepAeAenting dt^eAent potiticat paAtteA eg. U.G.T. ^oa the Aoctattsts ,C.C.0.0. the 
communtAts etc. The tAoubte tA that the membeAS 0^ theAe commttteeA oac not Aubject 
to tnAtant dtsmtAAat, aAen’t mandated and enjoy vaAiouA pntvatageA Auch as 40 hu./mth. 
0^ MOAk ^oa union acttvtty and gAeatcA job AecuAtty. ThcAe conditions cAeate a ctaAA 
o{y union buAeaucAats Mho oac out 0^ touch Mtth oAdtnaAy MoAkeAA. cont.
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p4
"TO THE SHORES OF SUNNY,SUNNY SPAIN"

Against this general background, I would like to 
give some idea of what I saw this November tn Barcelona and Gijon (which is on the 
coast of Asturia tn Northern Spain). Ironically, Barcelona has allways been associated 
with the C.N.T.'s radteat tendency, gtvtng rise to attempted insurrectionary genarat 
strikes tn the 50's, white at this same time the C.N.T. in Astoria took the pragmatic 
step of forming an attance with the socialist trade unton, the U.G.T.

During my enquiries, I didn't ptace too much importance on figures, as without a 
great deat of investigation they are impossable to confirm. For example, the regional 
secretary of the C.N.T.-A.I .T. tn Catatonia totd me that the figure of 40,000 gtven 
for membership at their sixth congress should be half that in reality. The C.N.T.-V. 
is about 10,000 strong. One thing which does seem significant though is that the C.N.T. 
-A.I.T. claims to be stable, white the C.N.T.-V. claims to be the only union in Spatn 
whose membership is growing. These new members may to some extent just be transfers 
from the other C.N.T. rather than ordinary workers.

The C.N.T.-V. has tittle prescence in Barcelona city, being strongest in Andalusia 
the Basque country, Valencia and Astoria. (For exampte, in Jan. ' S5 they were the
biggest union in a Michelin factory in Vitoria employing about 2000 people. At the 
same time they had 40% of the works committee at Seville's biggest employer C.A.S.A. 
which makes airoplanes.)

The exeption to this is in Barcelona's entertainments industry where it claims S0% 
of alt organised workers as a result of working within the vertical unions which were 
permitted to exist under Franco. Ft recentluy won a strike over conditions on temporary 
contracts at the Montjuich pleasure park* and has recently won two strikes at dance 
halts over this same issue. . They also have a prescence in Barcelona's Banking,
Metallic and Commercial unions.

Within Catatonia, which is the region around Barcelona, there are several industrial 
co-ops whose members are in the C.N.T.-V., such as a glassware factory near Matero 
which employs about 400 people, or a factory just south, of Barcelona where 204 workers 
make slaughterhouse machinery. As I've allready written about these for Direct Action 
and I.C.O.M. I won't repeat myself here, drop us a line if you want more information. 

The C.N.T.-A.I.T. won a nationally significant strike for reinstatement of workers 
victimised by Carrefour suppermarkets earlier in ' S3. The court descision giving the 
workers their jobs back with full compensation gave. them a recognition usually reserved 
for members of the works committees.

The C.N.T.-A.I.T.’s main streanth in Barcelona lies in the metal workers anion, but 
they are organised in many other types of work such as teaching, joinery, transport,
etc. They also have groups for specific neibourhoods and a^e connected with six small 
co-ops in the textile industry.

The cultural week connected with the C.N.T.-A.I,T.'s sixth congress was a great 
success in drawing in ordinary people and catching the attention of the national media. 
Soliaaridad Obrera is published in Barcelona every two weeks by the C.N.T.-A.I.T. and 
their Madrid based paper "C.N.T." will soon begin publication again.

There are also several excellent libertarian neibourhood libaries which provide 
space for meetings and organise cultural events. These seem to relate equally to both 
branches of the C.N.T.
TOWER BLOCK FOR SALE: ONE PREVIOUS OWNER

Just before I arrived in Gijon, both C.N.T. 
had moved into a building erected on a site which bellonged to them before the civ.t 
war.

The C.N.T.-V. occupied the fifth and third storeys, giving them about sixty square 
meters of space. There is a large pensioners union (with 150 paid up members, mainly 
old militants, who are decorating their own room), a cafe, a large, meeting room and 
a room for slides, as well as offices for unions representing most of the major types 
of industry in the area, exept mining. They claim to have about SOO members in Astoria 
about 30 of which are on the works committees. Their strongest prescence seems to be 
in the metal workers union, including one small firm where all ten workers and even 
one of the bosses are in the C.N.T. Their local paper "Aceion Liberteria" comes out 
every two months and has a print run of about 1,000.

The C.N.T.-A.I.T. was still decorating their offices on the first floor when I 
visited them, they told me they have about 500 members in Asturia basically in the 
same ranae of industries.

«
* Albert Meltzer has good reason to believe this strike was actually organised 

by the C.N.T*-A.I.T., my reasons for saying it was the C.N.T.-V. are just as
convincing* I suppose it will just h.ve to remain one of lifes li‘- . mysteries.



P5
The. /LeZoTzon^hTp be.Twe.eK The Two wZng-6 Z$ a bZT obscure. Both cZaim the other was 

agressive towards them when they first moved in, bat they seem to visit each others
offices tn a friendZy enough manner, though rumours 1 heard tn BarceZona that they.
were virinaZZy reunified weAe. obviousZy exaggerated.

The area is suffering from reorganisation of ZT’4 heavy industry which causes aZot 
of disruption (incZuding a generaZ strike on Feb. 4th) with the smaZter unions such 
as the C.N.T.s being very active at street ZeveZ. Both have a resident Zawyer who 
give* free ZegaZ, both are very busy.

''LEAVING MILITANTS" RULE O.K.
Both C.N.T. have eZose reZations with the broader

anarchist movement, which has Zead some peopZe to critisise the C.N.T.-A.I .T. for
being domninated by the F.A.I., which is an organisation of the concious anarchists
in the union. The C.N.T.-V.'s Zatest eonfrence decided to try and aviod the tensions
caused by integrating the various pressure groups such as ecology, feminist, anti-
miZitary etc. into the trade union and instead decided to form a network of distinct 
groups which wouZd incZude the C.N.T. AppanantZay the deZegates from Zaragoza were
not at aZZ pZeased with this descision.

Uy hope for the C.N.T. 's future is that it can be reunited as an open minded
organisation, wiZZing to experiment with it's tactics and permit a variety of opinions
about the path to it's anarchist/ syndicaZist goaZs. Even more important is a totaZ 
tiejectcon of "Ziderismo" even when it hides under the euphemism of "Zeading miZitants" 
For an anarchist/syndicaZist organisation to be under the controZ of anyone apart from 
it's ordinary members is compZeteZy unacceptabZe.

Mick Larkin.

Q

<
1

CAN I PLAY? The sociaZist government has yet to hoZd the promised referendum on O.T.A.N. 

ie. N.A.T.O. It it hoping entry into the E.E.C. wiZZ sway pubZic opinion in favour



DEFIANCE ON THE METRO
ThZa <6 coHcicKUec/ {/com an tntMivtew tn  SoLida/itdad Obwui (pap&t
the. C.N.T. frtom Ba/ice.tona) pabtt&he.d tn  PzazmbM. 82, be.tooe.e.n the. papeti and
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(S) -Shurly umke/u just want you to do what the C.C.0.0. dtd bat more
honourably.

[M)-Mell, we think we have created *ome good publicity (ot anar oho syndicalism, ,
though we regret that the, delegate* cannot be recalled by general a**embly.

[S)-Neverthelc**, you one accepting the existance o( inequality between worker
and delegate. Have you con*idcred re(u*ing to take up youA *eat* on the M.C.?

(M)-Ye*, but that would be very di((ieuti because oua branch is on the edge o( 
extinction. Me know we will /tun into alot o( bureacracy, bat i( this make* it
impo**ible we will leave and call on the workers to leave and (ight (or an
alternative. Me wilt try and convince people that the e((ort which needs to be
made cannot be pat on the back* o( other, people.

[S)-Are you aware that you have broken an agreement o( the (i(th congre**?
[M)-Ye*, we consider the survival o( oua union more important. Me ate growing

*malier evety day and moving backward*. Me thought o( waiting to *ee what
happened at the Sixth Congre**, but that was not po**ible, *o we asked out union
[the transport workers anion o( the C.N.T.) to balk u* with a vote o( con(idence
till we *ee what happen* there.

Me heat evety day that the *ociatist* ate about to recognise all typos o( 
union branch [in term* o( negotiating rights). I( *o, we wile withdraw (tom the
M.C. as a *trong body. To have boycotted the election* would have caused out 
extinction.

[S)-But the union bronchos they wish to *et up will obviously not be the *ame
a* outs.

[M)-T( we are a legalised union they will have to accept us as we ate.
(S) -Although this situation (avours the Metro workers branch, it is a disgrace

to the C.N.T. as a whole.
[MJ-The C.N.T.'* (ortune* depend on the wotkets dosite to (ight. Me can either

get involved in out workplace* and make *ome re(ormi*t proposals, or wait in the
teat till the wotkets turn to us as the only reputable organisation le(t.
According to "Soli", the wotkets in Andalusia [southern Spain) have atlready

have ailteady reached this point, where they can go no (urther back, because
they ate starving. Here it is *tili just a struggle (or job*.

[S)-The trouble is that you ate using an in*trement o( *truggle o((ered to you
by the boutgeoise.

[M)-Me know that, but the growth o( re(otmist trade unionism could mean the end 
o( working etas* organisation. Mhat is the (uture (or out *trjuggle, alternative 
culture*, ecology... ? Me probably will come o(( the tail* in a couple o( month* 
but that1* li(e.

[S)-Have you *poken to the pre**?
[M)~0nly in that we rang up to correct one paper which *aid it wa* the C.N.T.-V. 

which had won the election*. Me did answer a (ew question*, which may be used to 
put pte**ute on other C.M.T. brenche* to pre*ent them*elve* (or election.

[S)-Exactly. How wilt you react i( the *ixth congte** take* a *trong exeption
to your actions?

(M) -Petsonaly, I am a member o( the C.N.T. (itst and (oremo*t, but a* a branch 
we have not decided this. I( we thought the C.N.T.wa* going (tom *treanth to
*treanth, we would have (oregone this oppertunity to *treanthen our branch. A*
it is we believe the C.N.T. is everywhere in retreat because o( a basic (ault in 
it'* approach.
The *treanth we had in the past with the petrol *trike, the (reight train 

di*pute, etc. ha* not continued. Paced with disilusionment and lo** o( members 
we had to do *omething. Me are not going to make policies a* we don't (oliow a 
political party.

[S)-l( we have *ome di((irence (rom the other trade unions it is oua constant 
betigerance and incorruptability. The people who le(t the last congre** did *c
because they had this "pragmatic" approach.

(M)-Ye*, and the*e people are looking on [with an intre*t in reuni(ication).
[S)-Mere running out o( tape, is there anything eise you wish to *ay?
(M)-Ye*, I appeal to all true anarckosyndicalist* not to leave the C.N.T. ,even 

though they might (ecl betrayed, *o that it'* e**ential *pirit will never be lo*t.
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FRONT COVER: "SMASH THE GRID"
The cover was adapted from a 

Catalan poster against military 
service, from about 1979•

To this day, the many people 
who were granted immunity from 
military service on political 
grounds, have not had this made 
official^ so they still face 
the threat of inprisionment and 
have not had their passports 
returned etc.

Meanwhile, back in Britain...”We are asking you to strike to defend these 
people’s right to give up the right to strike"

(Len Murray explaining the -g-
day of action over G.C.H.Q.)

CONDENSATIONS
ONE C.N.T. FOR US ALL. (Source: Accion Libertaria no. 47)

Extracts faom an article published in a recent bulletin o^ TTe C.N.T.-A.I.T. '4 
McTao workers in Barcelona.

Ifi the C.N.T. Zzi not willing to come down ofa it's pedestal and fand oat what is 
happening tn the workplace, then those who joined tu during the boom o£ 75/76 will 
just be squandered tn internal squabbles. No doubt the chosen faw who remained 
would simply dust themselves down and say "Oh well, they obviously didn't realise 
what the C.N.T. is all about". In this sterile debate over union elections we are 
acting tike Catholics who face eternal damnation i£ they once slip faom the path. 

Ifi we reject your ridgid tactics, or even go a bit astray in out search far truth, 
don't think "These traitors are trying to smash the C.N.T."; realise that we are 
sick o{ pocketbook revolutionaries, internal conflict and worse things that go on 
behind the scenes. The struggle is on the street and in the factories, against the 
state and capital. They are our enemys, let's get on with fighting them.

REUNIFICATION IN VALENCIA,OR IS IT? (Source: El Pais 4th Eeb Z Black Flag no. 107)
According to El Pais, the metal workers unions belonging to both C.N.T. in this 

area signed a pact 0^ reuni fa cation on the 3rd. However "Soli" far this month 
(quoted in B/F) denies this. It says that the agreement was signed by Juan Bueno,who 
is not even a member otf the C.N.T.-A.I.T., but then goes on to talk about the union 
being involved, which is at least confusing.

Further comments about this being an attempt by the state to in faitrate the C.N.T. 
and even trying to liken it to the "Scala" provocation can, in my opinion, only be 
described as substituting rhetoric and slander far rational debate.-M.L.

CIVIL WAR IN BARCELONA. (Source: Accion Libertaria no.47)
El Pais Feb. 4th (B. ed.), carried information faom "immovables"* * that four 

centres ran by "oppertunists" had been occupied, including Manresa, Santa Columbia 
and Pubi. The C.N.T.-V. condemned this use of violent intimidation.
* "immovables" is El Pais' word far members of the C.N.T.-A.T.T. who are totally 

against the works committees. "Oppertunists" are those who have sympathy with the 
C.N.T.-O’s point of view.




