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EDITORIAL

The aim o4 the Spanish Information Networnk 45 fo get ingormation about anarcho-
syndicalism 4in modesm Spain into English in a coherant way 50 as £o give a
detailed picturne o4 what L5 going on, rathen than just occassional glimpses at
digperent aspects cf the situation. We also hope to provide speakens on the
subfect and provide contacts forn comrnades going over there.

Ay we want a gull and open discussion on the subject, we are wkling Lo prunt
opinions with which we disagree. The crniternia for publication are avaclability

04 Apace and the need for arnticles to be readable and reasonable. We especcally
welcome articles based on personal experience.

Basccally, we'll pruunt just about anything, but if we dont Like something, or
think the facts may be incorrect, we'll wiite back and explain our point of view
50 as Lo work out something acceptable to both parnties.

In this spout, we Look forwand Lo recdeving your contrubutions forn 4ssue no.?,
which should appear in Late Summern. You can have Sinews sent direct to your home
gon 35p a copy/50p oversees (cheque on P.0. payable to S.I.N.) but while you're on
wny not make 4+t a quid orn two forn convindience sake, and that will put you on oun
maling List. This publication 45 being financed by dole money and limited personal
savings etcetera. 50 dig deep fon donations.

Depending on the Level of response, we will announce a readerns' meeting «in the
second orn thind issue, 50 a proper sthucture for the network can be sonted out.
Given the nature o4 what we're thying to do (which 45 basically fust to co-
ondinate ingormation and contacts) £t shouldn't be too difgicult to keep this
stwctrne sample.

In terms o4 contacts, we wish Lo expand these in Spain o4 course, and can
hope gully make peoples more effective within the Limits o4 basic secuwity
consccousness. Samilarly, anyone who geels able to give talkks on the C.N.T., oxn
wants a speaken forn meetings, get in touch.

Given that the C.N.T. was (and st8L £5?) the worlds' best examwle 04 anarchy 4in
practice, we Look forwarnd to your help in developing a fullern unstanding of 4L£'4
activities and possLbARLLLes .

M.L. and 1.T. (Eds.)

THE CNT IN SPAIN TODAY

NOW WHAT'S HE UP TO0?

This 45 my Ldea o0f a Aramework within which new ingormation about
the C.N.T. can be understood. 1've taken on this project not because 1 reckon %o
know more about the subfect than anyone else, but because no-one else seems intrested
in doing £t Like this, in a single arnticle. O0bviously, 1 would be glad to recieve
people's comments, as some points may need adjusting or clardpying.

The ideas put forwand in this arnticle are based on translations of C.N.T. paperns,
cornespondance with militants, visits to Barcelona and Valencia 4n '81 and '82, plus
two weeks in Barcelona and Asturnia in Novemben '83. 1t was wwitten 4n Decemben '83.
NO,WE'RE THE REAL C.N.T.

Since 1980 thene has effectivly been fwo C.N.T. 4in Spain. In my

apuuon, the central diffrence between them is that one is more principled, the othex

more pragmatic.
Following the C.N.T.'s f4i4th congress «n Decembern '79, at Madwd, a Large minorcty

disagreed with the outcome and held a congerence in Valencia duwung July '80, where a
monre pragmatic Line was adopted. To save space, T will refen to the more pragmatic
C.N.T. as the C.N.T.-V. and the ornigional, more principled C.N.T. as the C.N.T.-A.I.T.
as At 45 the ofgicial section of the anarchist/syndicalist internationak the A.1.T.

One important point Zo make 15 that both profhess the same anarchis t/syndicalist
goals and organise thein internal structunes in the same way. Neithern have signed the
Latest "social contrhact" the A.N.E.

The main expression of the difference between the two C.N.T. is thein attitudes to
the wonks committees (comites de empresa) which werne set up after Franco's death.
They act Like mindi paliments in each work place, with "M.P.s" standing grom uncons

nepresenting different political parties eg. U.G.T. forn the sociakists,C.C.0.0. the
communists ete. The trouble 45 that the members of these committees are not subject
to instant dismissal, aren't mandated and enfoy various wrnivalages such as 40 hns./mith.
044 work for union ac/twutz/ and greaten fob secunity. These conditions create a class
04 union bureaucrats who are out of touch with ordinarny workens.

cont.
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ALthough +t dislikea the works committees, the C.N.T.-V. 45 willing to use them,Le.
get membens elected on to them, as this gives them access to ingommation, negotioting
Rights and means they can make positive, realistic demands, rathern than just reacting
to what the reformist unions do. They claim these tactics enable them to develop a
neal prescence in the work place, rathen than becoming a marginalised "political
parnty" in effect.

In contrast, the C.N.T.-A.T.T. vigowrously boycotts the works committees, calling
jor descions made by assemblies o4 all workens to be binding in negotiation, Aor
wiions wnich rnecieve 10% of workens votes to be recognised without any preconditions
and gon the right of the C.N.T. as a militant trhade union, Lo not give the names 04
AL'5 members. They see this as the only way to avoid the dniﬁi‘into the kind o4 trade
wiion where membens just pay thein dues and Leave Lt all up Lo the ofpsicials, thus
draming a clearn Line between themselves and the reformist thade unions.

There 44 a vague possibility that Spain's socialist govermment will introduce
Legislation 4n '84 which goes some way towarnds satisqying these demands. This seems
to be the C.N.T.-A.I.T.'s main hope 4or a way fo break out of the spinal of declining
ngluence and they will call a conferance L4 this Legislation 45 ever produced. 1In
Ihe meantime, thej are heen&n4 up the presswre with a properganda camopalgn.

¥ nter . .‘\ ~~~~~
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WTHE BROTHERH0OD OF PURISTS"

Another, possibly more imporntant, reason for the split 45
that the C.N.T.-V. accuse the C.N.T.-A.1.T. 04 being in the nands of a brotherhood

of pwsts who requse to allow internal dLAAentLon and personaly, 1 believe theirn As
some thuth in this. Forn example, in thein sixth congress held earlier this year in
Barcelona, the C.N.T.-A.I1.T. declared "(Me emphasise one thing, WE ARE ALL AGAINST THE
WORKS COMMITTEES". This seems very sthange given that at Least a sizable minonity wene
n pavour o4 experimenting with the works committees. An indication of this peeling
was gaiven when the branch of the C.N.T.-A.1.T. which covers the Barcelona Metro, stood
porn and won a majority on theirn wonks committee 4in Decemben '82.(See separate arnticle)

One nesult of the tensions caused by the sixth congress 45 that thene seems to be
a movement especiallit amongst those memberns who foxm wonkable unions, to break wuvaiy
and foin the C.N.T.-V. At the present tire, thdis 45 at a very amorphous stage, and
may prove no more than a roumour.

The C.N.T-V'3 claim 45 backed up by several conversations 1 have had with militants
o4 the C.N.T.-A.1.T., who take it 4on granted that some 04 those with positions of
authority in the organisation are dogmatic and manipulative. They trace this back to
e exile C.N.T. which they believe became divorced from neality duwuing Franco's rule
and had too much control overn how things developed aftern his death.

On the othen hand, some o4 the ofd guand o4 the C.N.T.-V. are accused o4 taking
pragmatism to the point o4 unscreplousness when they worked within the vertical unions
which existed unden Franco.

Having said all this, the average mlitant in both C.N.T. 48 very similarn and the
ALt 45 glving the govermment an excuse to not retww the union's property seczed bu
Franco agten the Civil Warn (patrimonco syndical) on the basis that they do'nt know
who to gave Lt to.

Ultimately, 1 believe the blLame forn the split must Lie with the RLack o4 space given
bi: the nesolutions of the fi4th congress horn experiments such as those o4 the Metno
workens. 1t 46 intenesting that by actually being in the wornks committee the metrno
workens have apparently gained firnst hand experience of the apathy they induce in the
ondinarny workens. This may make the demand of the sixth conghress that they Leave ik
by June '84 unnecessarny. On the other hand, theu sent an observer fto the C.N.T.'s
elghth congress in Madnid this November and may be moving towatds theirn position.

cont ouven.
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"TO THE SHORES OF SUNNY,SUNNY SPAIN"

: ' Aganst this general background, 1 would Like %o
give some cdea o4 what 1 saw this Novembern in Barncelona and Gifon (which 48 on the
coast of Asturia in Northerm Spain). Troniecally, Barcelona has allways been associated
wcth the C.N.T.'s nadical tendency, giving nise to attempted inswurectionary genaral
stnikes in the 30's, while at this same time the C.N.T. in Astwiia took the pragmatic
step of poming an aliance with the socialist thade union, the U.G.T.

Dwung my enquinies, T didn't place too much Lmporntance on gigurnes, as without a
gheat deal o4 investigation they are impossable to congirnm. For example, the negional
secnetarny of the CN.T.-A.1.T. in Catalonia told me that the figure o4 40,000 glven
jorn membership at thein sixth congress should be halg that in reality. The C.N.T.-V.
5 about 10,000 strong. One thing which does seem signigicant though 48 that the C.N.T.
-A.T.T. claums to be stable, while the C.N.T.-V. claims to be the only union L{n Syvain
whose membership 48 growing. These new memberns may to some extent just be trhansfens
gnom the othen C.N.T. nathen than ordinary workens.

The C.N.T.-V. has Little prescence in Barcelona city, being strongest in Andalusia

the Basque countrny, Valencia and Asturnia. (Forn example, in Jan. '83 they were the
biggest union in a Michelin factory in Vitoria employing about 2000 people. At the
same time they had 40% of the wonks committee at Seville's biggest employern C.A.S.A.
which makes airoplanes.)

The exeption to this 4is 4in Barcelona's enterntainments industry wherne £t claims 803
04 all onganised workens as a result of working within the vertical wions which were
permitted to exist unden Franco. 1t necentlur’ won a strike overn conditions on Lemporary
contracts at the Montjuich pleaswre park* and has recently won two stnikes at dance
hatls overn this same issue.. They also have a prescence in Barcelona's Banking,
Metallic and Commercial unions.

Within Catalonia, @hich 4s the negion around Barcelona, there are several industrial
co-ops whose memberns are in the C.N.T.-V., such as a glassware gactorny nearn Matero
whiich employs about 400 people, orn a factory fust south of Barcelona where 204 wonkeis
make sLaughterhouse machinerny. As 1've allready vwitten about these forn Dinect Action
and 1.C.0.M. T won't nepeat myself herne, drop us a Line Lf you want more Lngormation.

The C.N.T.-A.I.T. won a nationally signigicant strnike for reinstatement of workens
uwietimised by Canefour suppermarkets earkien in '83. The cournt descision giving the
workens thein fobs back with full compensation gave them a recognition usually reserved
forn memberns o4 the works committees.

The C.N.T.-A.1.T.'s main stheanth in Barcelona Ries in the metal workers uncon, but
they ane ornganised in many othen types o4 work such as teaching, joinerny. trhansport,
ete. They also have groups fon specdfic nelbourthoods and are connected with s4x smatlk
co-ops in the textile indusirny.

The cultuwral week comnected with the C.N.T.-A.1.T.'s sixth congness was a great
success in drawing in ordinarny pecnle and catching the attention of the national media.
Solidarnidad Obrera is published in barcelona every two weeks by the C.N.T.-A.I.T. and
thein Madnid based papern "C.N.T." will soon begin publication again.

There are also several excellent Liberntarian nelbourhood Libaries which provide
space fon meetings and organise cultural events. These seem Lo relate equally to both

branches of the C.N.T.
TOWER BLOCK FOR SALE: ONE PREVIOUS OWNER

Just before T anived in Gegon, both C.N.T.
had moved into a building erected on a site which bellonged to them before the civ. X

War.
The C.N.T.-V. occupied the §i4th and thind storeys, giving them about s4xty Aquare
metens of space. There 45 a Large pensioners unlon(with 150 paid up memberns, mainli
old militants, who are decorating thein own room), a cafe, a Large meeting roow and
a noom for s&ides, as well as offices for undions representing most of the major Lupes
of industry 4in the area, exept mining. They claim fo have about 800 memberns in Asturia
about 30 0§ which are on the works committees. Thein strhongest prescence seems Lo be
in the metal workerns union, including one small firm where akl Ten workens and even
one of the bosses arne in the C.N.T. Thein Local papern "Accion Liberternia” cores out
everny two months and has a print run of about 1,000. '

The C.N.T.-A.1.T. was s£tilL decorating thein oghices on the st pLoorn when 1
uisited them, they told me they have about 300 members in Asturia basically in the

same rnange of Andustries.

¥ Albert Meltzer has good reason to believe this strike was actuially organised
by the C.N.T.~A.I.T., my reasons for saying it was the C.N.T.-V. are just as
convincing., I suppose it will just h.ve to remain one of ' 1lifes 1i'‘' .» mysteriese.




The nelationship between the two wings 4is a bit obscure. Both claim the othern was
agressive towands them when they 4inst moved in, but they seem to visit each othens
0f4ices in a griendly enough mannen, though rumowws 1T hearnd in Barcelona that they.
were virntually reundfied werne obviously exaggerated.

The area 45 sufgerning grom reorganisation of Lt's heavy industry which causes alot
of disruption (including a genenal strike on Feb. 4th) with the smaller unions such
as the C.N.T.s being very active at strneet Level. Both have a resident Lawyern who
gives gree Legal, both arné very busy.

"LEADING MILITANTS" RULE 0.K.

Both C.N.T. have close nelations with the broadenr
anarchist movement, which has Lead some people to crnitisise the C.N.T.-A.1.T. fox
being domuinated by the F.A.T., which {5 an organisation of the conciows anarchists
n the union. The C.N.T.-V.'s Latest confrence decided to thy and aviod the tensions
caused by integhating the various pressure groups such as ecology, feminist, antsi-
mlitarny ete. into the thade union and instead decided Zo form a networnk of distinct
groups which would <nclude the C.N.T. Apparantly zthe delegates from Zaragoza were
not at all pleased with this descision.

My hope gorn the C.N.T.'s futune 48 that it can be reunited as an open minded
onganisation, willing to experiment with (t's tactics and permit a varniety o4 opinions
about the path to it's anarchist/suyndicalist goals. Even mire important L{s a total
ne fection of "Lidenismo" even when £t hides undern the euphermism 0§ "Leading militants"
For an anarchist/syndicalist ornganisation to be unden the contrnol o4 anyone aparnt 4ror
L'5 ondinarny memberns L5 completely unacceptable.

Mick Larkin.
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CAN T PLAY? The socialist governmment has yet to hold the promised neferendum on 0.T.AN.

. NAT.0. 1t At hoping entry into the E.E.C. will sway public opindon in favour



DEFIANCE ON THE METRO

This arnticle 45 condensed from an Linterview Lin Solidaridad 0brera (paper
o4 the C.N.T. 4rom Barcelona) published in Decemben 82, between the paper and
fhe C.N.T.-A.T.T.'s union branch on the Barcelona Metro.

A Liternal thanslation 45 available on request.

(M) - Metrno wonkern

(S)_ nsoun

C.CeTo- The section o4 the C.N.T.-V. which covers Catalonia

The Metro wornkens branch of the C.N.T.-A.1.T.'s thansport union was ormed
an 1975, 1In 1977, 4t agreed to wcrk with the centralised trade unions(C.C.0.0.
U.G.T.,ete.) gaven certain minimal conditions, which which were basically:

1) The works assembly will be the descision making body.

2) There will be a council o4 delegates, one grom each section,

3) A management committee will be 4ommed to act as an executive body for
descions taken by the assembly orn council of delegates.

It was put down in wutting at the time that the C.N.T. opposed this
committee (because Lt's membens wene not subject to instant dissmisal by Zne
assembly ete.)

From 1975-1978,the C.N.T. were Ainvolved 4in achieving three agreements wnich
wene javowrable to the wornkens, which was made ypossible by the high Level o4
workens morale at the Lime.

In 1978 the Metrno branch boycotted
the state organised elections for works
committees. ({e. the management commitee)
which gave a majoruty to the C.C.0.0.
(comunist trhade union)and resultern 4in a
gheat Loss o4 membership 4forn the C.N.T.

in 1980, the U.G.T. (s0cialist trhade
wilon), despite being a minority on the
M.C., wene able to s4gn an agreement
with management. The terms of this were
such a betrayal that the U.G.T.'s
influence on the Metro "completely
collapsed”. The C.C.0.0. wused thein
position on the M.C. to contrhol the
assembly and put gorwawd their own
nlathorm which, £t has come to Light
since the C.N.T.'s entry onto the M.C.,
was not wroperly explained to the work
fonce. The management rejected this
platiornm, putting pomward their own 4ive

wear plan which 4nvolved fob Losses,wage léZiffffffffffS§L
nestraint, ete. APP the uions have
ne jected this, TR LTS | 6 VS
In Novemben '82 the C.N.T.'s Metho
branch abandoned £it's policy o4 boycoitt
against the M.C.,stocd 4orn election, and a

won the mosxt seats on the M.C.

(M) -The problem is whethen the workens realise they ane capable of uncting and
bighting the five yean plan. We hope from our new position Lo install in the
workens a dynamic 4{on struggle...we have to thy and direct,

- Thene arne now 9 C.N.T. membens on the M.C. We have the support of 3 S.I.T.
memberns (Lndependant wiion of trhansport workens), but we Lost the onky vote 50
fan by 13 votes to 12. We are going to put out a bulletin explaining every
thing that goes on, such as why things don't get done becawse we're out vofed.

(S)-How did you obtain a majority o4 seats when there are 50 few 04 you?

(M) -We stood as C.N.T. membens and the workens respect our consaistancy of Ldeas
we only expected to get one on two members {hen use this prescence to assast oun
branch, because up to now we have had guarentees which allowed ws to meet (dwung
wonk time?) but now they are going fto take these away we will not be allowen %o
participate in anything.

cont.
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(S)=Shwily the wornkerns will fjust want you to do what the C.C.0.0. did but more
honourably.

(M) -Welkl, we think we have created some good publicity fot anarcho-syndicalism, .
though we regret that the delegates cannot be recalled by general assembly.

(S) =Neventheless, you are accepting the existance of inequality between workexn
and delegate. Have you considened nefusing to take up yourn seats on the M.C.?

(M) -Yes, but that would be very difficult because our branch 45 on the edge of
extinction. We know we will nun into alkot of bureacracy, but 14§ this makes 4%
Ampossible we will Leave and call on the wonrkens to Leave and 4ight for an
alternative. We will thy and convince people that the efgort which needs to be
made cannot be put on the backs of othern people.

(S)-Are you aware that you have broken an agreement o4 the 4i4th congress?

(M) -Yes, we considen the suwrvival o4 our union more amportant. We are grouung
smallen eveny day and moving backwards. We thought o4 waicting to see what
happened at the Sixth Congness, but that was not possible, s0 we asked owr unton
(the transpont workens union of the C.N.T.) to badk us with a vote of confidence
TULL we see what happens there.

We hean everny day that the socialists are about Lo rnecognise akl ZLypes of
wrion branch (4in temms o4 negotiating rnights). 14 s0, we wilt withdraw from ZLhe
M.C. as a strong body. To have boycotted the efections would have caused oun
extanction.

(S)-But the union branches they wish to set up will obviouwsly not be the same
15 OUNLS .

(M)-T4 we arne a Legalised union they will have to accept us as we are.

(S} -Although this situation favowrs the Metro workens branch, ££ 45 a disgrace
to the C.N.T. as a whole.

(M)-The C.N.T.'s fontunes depend on the workens desine to fight. We can either

get involved in our wonkplaces and make some nefornmist proposals, on wait in Zhe
nean tAL the workens twwm to ws as the only reputable organisation Left.

Acconding fto "Soll", the workers in Andalusia (southesm Spain) have allready
have allready reached this point, wherne they can go no furthern back, because
they ane starving. Herne At 45 sULL just a sAthwuggle forn fobs.

(S)-The trouble 45 that you are using an instrhement o4 struggle ofpered Lo you
by the bourgeoise.

(M) -We know that, but the growth of reformist trhade unionism could mean the end
04 working class organisation. What 458 the guture gor our sthuggle, alternative
cawltuwres, ecology...? We probably will come o044 the rails in a couple of months
but that's Life.

(S)-Have you spoken to the press?

(M) -0nly 4in that we rang up to correct one paper which sacd £t was the C.N.T.-V.
which had won the elections. We did answern a few questions, which may be wsed to
put pressure on othern C.N.T. branches to present themselves gor election.

(S)-Exactly. How will you react 14 the sixth congress Ztakes a strhong exeption
1o youn actions?

(M) -Personaly, 1 am a member of the C.N.T. finst and foremost, but as a branch
we. have not decided this. 14 we thought the C.N.T.was going grom strneanth fo
stheanth, we would have foregone this oppertwuty to strheanthen our branch. As
£t 45 we believe the C.N.T. 45 everywnere in retrneat because o4 a basic pault in
Lt' s approach.

The streanth we had in the past with the petrnol strnike, the greight thain
dispute, ete. has not continued. Faced with disilusionment and Loss o4 membess
we had to do something. We are not going to make policies as we don't follow a
political panty.

(S)-T4 we have some digpirnence grom the othern thade unions Lt 45 our constant
beligerance and incormwptability. The people who Legst the Last congress did s¢
because they had this "pragmatic" approach.

(M)-Yes, and these people are Looking on (with an inthest in reund fication) .

(S)-Were running out of tape, 15 there anything else you wish to say?

(M)-Yes, 1T appeal to all thue anarcho-syndicalists not to Leave the C.N.T.,even
though they might feel betrayed, s0 that it's essential spinit will nevern be Lost.

The official C.N,T.=-A.I1.T. view of
the metro workers, taken from an
editorial in "Soli" of Dec. '82,
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Meanwhile, back in Britain..."We are asking you to strike to defend these
people's right to give up the right to strike" |

(Len Murray explaining the %
day of action over G.C.H.Q.)

CONDENSATIONS

ONE C.N.T. FOR US ALL. (Sounrce: Accion Liberntaria no.47)

Extracts 4rom an arnticle pubfished 4in a necent bulletin of the C.N.T.-A.I.T.'s
Metrho workens 4n Barcelona.

14 the C.N.T. is not willing to core Jown off £t's pedestal and gind out what L5
happening in the wonkplace, then those who joined ws duning the boom o4 75/76 wilk
just be squandened in internal squabbles. No doubt the chosen few who remained
would simply dust themselves down and say "0h well, they obviously didn't realise
what the C.N.T. 45 all about". In this stenile debate over union elections we are
acting Like Catholics who face etermal damnation L4 they once sLip 4rom the path.

14 we nefect your nidgid tactics, on even go a bit astray Ain out search gon thuth,
don' t think "These trhaitorns ane thying to smash the C.N.T."; realise that we are
sick 04 pocketbook revolutionarnies, internal conglict and worse things that go on
behind the scenes. The struggle <8 on the street and in the factories, aganst the

state and capital. They are oun enemys, Let's get on with fighting them.

REUNIFICATION IN VALENCIA,OR IS IT? (Sounce: EL Pais 4th Feb & Black Flag no.107)

Acconding to EL Pais, the metal wornkens unions belonging to both C.N.T. in this
area signed a pact o4 reunigication on the 3rd. However "Soll" forn this month
(quoted in B/F) denies this. 1t says that the agheement was As4igied by Juan Bueno,who
{5 not even a membern o4 the C.N.T.-A.1.T., but then goes on to talk about the unton
being involved, which 45 at Least confusing.

Furthern comments about this being an attempt by the state to infjultrate the C.N.T.
and even thying to Liken Lt to the "Scala" provocation can, in my opindlon, only be
descrnibed as substituting rhetornic and slanden fon rational debate.-M.L.

CIVIL WAR IN BABQELON@L_(Sounce: Acecon Libentarnia no.47)

EL Pais Feb. 4th (B. ed.), carnied information from "immovables"* that foun
centres run by "oppertunists" had been occupied, including Manresa, Santa Columb.ia
and Rubi. The C.N.T.-V. condemned this use 04 violent intimidation.

* "immovablLes" is EL Pais' wond forn memberns of the C.N.T.-A.I.T. who are totally
against the wonks committees. "Oppertunists" are those who have sympathy with the
C.N.T.-V's poant of view.






