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The Bulletin is a journal by and for socialists who live in East
Shropshire, There is no censorship or editorial control, but articles must be
by socialists who broadly employ a materialist analysis and be less than 1000 words
ieng (except by special arrangement with the editor).
The date for getting things into Aprils edition is 21%¥3/80 and that is
« 2isc the last date for entries to the quiz. Our current contact address is C/0
89 Dalford Court, Hollinswood, Telford - this address wil change after this edition.
The editor apologises for the missing February edition, some of whose
copy is incorporated in this edition resulting in some of it being out of date, but
personal circumstances made it impossible to produce the paper as planned. On the
subject of production, let me repeat my plea for people to help with typing skins and
distribution of this '"most officious sheet, totally laking in moral respectability".

JOHN MORGAN -~ Editor.
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Dént't forget, 1his is an open journal, If you do not agree with the stuff

in this issue write down "at you.do think, send it to usand we will publish it.
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RED NOTES

Steel Strike:

The two. Telford firms with. ISTC members, Lilleshall steel (Prios Lee) and Haybrid:-
Works, are still closed by steadfast p1cket1ng. The ISTC pickets, whose action is
an outstanding éxdample of what Thatcher cannot break - working class solldar1ty,
welcome. friendly visitors, so get down there and say hello'and take a flask of tea
with yous, Bulletin wishes the Telford steel workers the best of luck and praises
them in their ‘principled stand in support of their union,

An Alternative Paper; %
Word reaches us, 1nd1rect1y, that the great Mlke Keen’ (Rev) has had another idea,

With the demise of Telford. Unemployed Wokers Committee, local workers Co-operatives;
WAR's Education Committee. Alternative Telford, and a few others behind him, and |
with All Telford Against the Cuts qulckly dropped the "Red Vicar" has. moved on to
his next project. .Apparantly disatisfied with his coverage in the Tory -press he .
now intends to found his own papers, Let there be no mistake about 1t Mike Keen
knows you cannot sell ‘3000 copies of an A2 three sheét litho paper for 10p in Telford
without incurring a:massive financial disaster on issue one, ' It iseems: that he has::
not told the other people 1nvo1ved that this 1s the case, e fag

Like every other Mike Keen project this one is 111-con01eved "over ambitious and
will crumble on meeting reality and be quietly burieds - The only‘lasting'achievments
will be the total disillusionment of several well meaning young people,ithe poss1ble_
destruction of nOW'thr1V1ng small journals like CRUX and the d1scredit1ng of the '

wholle alternative voice idea., . vy s f 4
Bulletin appeals to those independant mlnded people 1nvolved to LOOK Agaln at

other ways of doing things =~ expanding CRUX and Salop WEApond, Wall NeWSPaPerS:
single issue publications. . -LOOK again at the financies and go and talk to other
people in different parts of the country who are involved 1n producing communlty

newspapers. AND PUT MIKE KEEN BACK IN HIS CAGE BEFORE HIS PARANOIC EGOMANIA DOES
ANY MORE DAMAGEs - e Tl b G T e . el e

Anti-Cuts Demors j

: . - » - )
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It is most 1mportant that we get as many people as poSS1b1e to attend the antln.r"

cuts demo in Shrewsbury on Saturday. Remember: - | S | o e
 SHIRE; HALL ;9.15 am ONWARDS ON SATURDAY MARCH 1ST 3

Bulletln calls for thls demonstration to go out to the people of Shrewsbury = i.e W o
have a march through' the town - so that after lobbying the douncillors we go to the
people and:r been seen by them as well,  If possible: this demonstration should be: :.°

secen as the start of the campalgn against the cuts in Telford. Wwe should take the
from the "Resistance" movement in Leeds, ‘which has developed a h1gh1y effective
campaign on the basis of weekly news sheets. - "Resistance!" has not been afraid:to:-

attack Labour councillors who sit on the fence, or standing supports for local
election in wards werée there is no anti-cuts candidate.- We hope, ofcourse, that

all Telford Labour candidates will be: strongly anti~cuts., . Stands made by local
labour partles against the cuts must be supported.by the broader left,

one little rap on the knuckles for wWrekin Constituency Labour Party - where
are the coaches:to take us to the shire Hall? At the last we heard Broseley branch
LP had booked two, but WCLP had not organlsed any. Perhaps they are leaving it to.
the 1ast minute, ' | i s 1 s

Telford Libertarian Communist :Group (LCG):

Who?2? Telford LCG are provlding cheap transport to the LCG Day SChOOl on thel
"Alternative Economic Policy" at Leeds on Saturday 24th May, please contact C/C |
24 chatford, Stirchley, Telford if you want to go. ; | & e TR S
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THE HISTORY OF THE EAST SHROPSHIRE PROLETARIAT._.

Introduction:

ur 2 ..

In this the secpnd edltlon of the Bulletln, we launch a ser1s of essays

-

cn; the h1story of‘the proletarlat in; East Shropshlre. ' Apart from the occa31onal
lootmnotes of bourge01s hlstorlans,'no preV1ous attempt has been made to chronlcle f
and explain the- hlstory of one :of the worldts oldest 1ndustr1alnrnax areas - the

East Shropshire Coalfield- from the point of view of the worklng class. Certalnly

%4

no--one has attempted such a study whilst. applylng the method of hlstorlcal
materlallsm that plays such an 1mportant part 1n.Soc1a11st th1nk1ng. ; SOClallsm R
looks to the future, but 1t is through the s01ent1flc study of h1story that we .
learn the laws of the dlalectlc of class struggle that lead us (as 1t d1d Marx.;.,

and others) to predlct the revolutlonary destructlon of the bourge01s state by*

f

the 1ndustr1al proletar1at and the establlshment of the communlst 5001ety.l
| Nothlng 1n 5001a11st theory is more 1mportant than the study of the

relatlonshlps between classes through hlStOrYo | Because the WOrklng Class 1s fﬂ_we.

R

!,"

the revolutlonary class, it is of most critical! importance to see and. understand
. g

history in terms of that class' development and -struggles. Because the Bourge01s

controls
Classvnot only the state, but through its hegemony of culture, all aspects of

our 11ves the h1story we learn at’ school 1s that frbm a’ bourge01s ideallst |

V1ewp01ntb3? To the young 5001a11st fighting to’ ‘breéak the hold of bourgepis
1deaology, nothlng can be more exciting than the realisation that all the hlstory
of kings and queens he had force fed him at school is inconsequential offal ol

and that Historical Materlallsm prOV1des a meaningfull alternatlve, beS1de WhICh

‘ .\

bourgeois historians appear as fools.

£ ¢
r &

Yet desplte the acknowledded 1mportance of h1stor1cal understandlng, there b
I

exists an: almost complete absence of knowledge of the hlstory of thc revolutionary ,‘
class 1n the very area whlch saw the b1rth of 1ndustrial capltallsm.7 The Mlddle o

Class opportunlsts of the Iron Brldge Gorge Museum are .no; more 1nterested in i
s hlStory than the hlStorY teachers who taught us at school. The task s

of recordlng and explalnlng hlstory of the East Shropshlre WOrk1ng Class 1s one:

. aa &t
« 8% { i

that falls to us,tthe 8001a11sts who llve as part of ,that - classe.’ "” ;;'.f

The 1mportance of the Worklng Class 1n East Shropshlre, from a- hlstoricalfﬁ.
view, .should not b underestimated by the modem SOClallst who looks on Telford L
as it is: nowy a small 1ndustr1a1 area of no great bearing on the present and

not much future either. The existance of an extens1ve and progre531ve m1n1ng

Y erERse Al e
¢ et GO %

area in the South of the East Shropshire Coalfleld from the bourgeo1s revolutlon

(1642~1660) onwards, means that the proletariat here .is:one of the oldest 1n

,,,,

the worla, The coal m1n1ng industry d1d to all lntent1oned purposes,f;f?‘

v*!

provide the beglnlngs of the indusirial proletarlae (s1mply defined as those

who depend entirely on selling their labcur for wages to provide their livelyhood).
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it was the first maJor human occupation to retain large concentrations of workers
all the year round for wage payment. Other industries like-shipabuildingnand*r

iron making were essentially seasonal brfore the 18th centuary, andsempioyed_only

wree §y AT T N i 4
M > 8 - y
~""‘ $ -‘.!f

casual labour. Textile 1ndustries farmed—out work to’ ‘cottagers’ who ‘owned atleast

‘ »

part of their equipment. ' Not until the second half of‘the 18th centuary, when

large scale coal minnx mining in Shropshire was already IOO years ‘old, "did:the = ™

'\--'3‘1 | £, *1

textile mills and engineering works start to appeéar,’ oﬁly a study of the = : it

' e e

proletariat of;North-East England mining ‘districts provides a broader ‘perspective:

P *2
of the deve10pment of the proletariat in one area ‘over a -§imilar time periodd *

dipepd ey vier b

Many people, prie aghast at the extragant claims thdt Telfdrd-is ithe

"Cradle of the Industrial Revolution" are 'soon sobered By’ the ‘Museums ishowey

"f;{"'ls-a ‘ A »

representation of": 19th centuary technology, proV1ng ‘that ' at ‘thatvtime iwe in=. 1 &

R S A T e ;
Shropshire made some nice bits of china and ‘had a retatively minor: iron industry.:;

R 5 y : d
The graet world shattering "first" of Darby smelting irén with coke’in 1709 is -

X
picked out with typical eclecticism as the great turning point for humanity,

It seems that this event occured more or less spontaneously when one "Entrpeneur!

QIL.\. ‘(;'{

had a good idea;“and came~to-rnrii Shropshirels rural bliSS to'- tryuit out. G & . TRUEE IR

B et T T — el L T

point of fact Industrial Capitalism and the~work1ng Class were already well
'Y 4e s a0 ¢ "‘f-, :.. |
stablished in these parts, before Darby arrived - that is ‘why he’ came.:»~u~'ﬂ
ﬂx f*rhﬂf L. ;
g I repeat - only the North—East of England and East Shropshire ‘have a!l
oo

history of industrial capitalist produqtion that 18 contiguous and ' goes back:more;;; ;.

6:“ l“.' e
» . , > *4 ‘ '0{ . r “f ' : c.'\._ > .'. -t.'.r s ’-: . . , 1 : " '- S S5 : ‘, ‘: Ca ANy . .

thaﬂ 300 yearSQ - . i f.: X Tk y ‘“'J"fyf”jﬁ?ﬁ%q {‘;g#pw'

(f ﬁn/, o] lg §0s souee

Having therefore, hope " impressed upon you tHefimpdrtancewof”thiswseris~

‘Wl " tf Lﬂuf

of essays let me now say that they will be completely ih&déquate in providing:i
i

the deepth of analysis that is required. The First’ contributiomxigyms : 1s, as; ;-

l ‘ .....

you see,.written by myself and although T am a Socialist and ‘strivei to employ -

# f : e i B | 1 L3 roe
the dialectical materialist method in my analy31s, T do'rot: ‘¢laim to beé eithert

-

a trained historian'or a great thinker. other contributors to this serif may: [t

ot ; !”W?"Wprg" |
be more fitted than me, some may ‘even be less capable, but at least we willl have
‘ X‘ 2 HE { 3 S 6. W 'g', ' Uy .;'!‘,._ 4 ;. g S ol S g | ] : .
started the wonk. Sk L SRR v i g LR R W ey

b', 6 1,: s = ’ r

Finally let me say that 1 hOpe that ‘others ‘will draw, as T have done, piF ey

0 . &b

e l

inspi ration and strengh from learning of the struggles Of their ford<bearsi + "The-:

Llityire ¥ Jite

destiny of the world is in the hands of the workers - lét ‘us now ‘complete ‘tiyer :

ihf 5! e

o N iR Ay e

......

work, the ineV1tab1e destruction of Capitalism by the class that it ‘itself created.:~

fniPwv“‘
.. _ ) ’ . ...... ).;.x . 3 . e . . ,‘0 . » - v

- ¥ . 2 ' B ] : ' : 2 [l § L el RN T 08 el g ow o=, o : Y T, (s

\ 4 : : J T3 - i . %

aRE G s o RS Tt G e s L SOROE MORG AN T R
o ORI 4 UL U P e AT i s ol R ?_.r;;,w_n 2 Al ,
1 AN Special case'must ‘be made. of: the salt. Industry, which. had 3 capitalist mode
of production very early: on, and: aklso, perphaps the Daryshire Lead mines and
the Cornish:TInfindustrys- ‘None of: these: industries, however,_were of.crucial

!

impoftance, nor do ‘their historys!' show the same degree of continuity._

l,,'.:l-)-~... Z .."r' ._'- - -
". . “y 23 P : "' f J r‘~‘. _'.; 4 ¢ b -4 ! i oM ML
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3 DAy organlsed mining 1ndustry was establlshed rather earller op .parts of

L4
.

.'!; : .,--|,

'the chntinent notably in Germany and Czechoslovakla and that -in Helland
e *an early form of éapltallst productlon ex1sted 1n the shlp bullding industry

A
P

L4 from the ‘end of the 16th centuary. 3 Britaln belng the first country-to;: .
e 1 \ |
*-fuIly‘industriallse, remains, however, the most 1mportent to StUdY-ﬂh

: e & :
i This "event"rwas of little 1mportance as 1t made no. effect .on either. the,

i

fgeneral economic climate or the 1ron industry. L Only inL1758 when threevda.

O LR

laﬂge iron'works, Horsehay, Ketley and Donnlngton wood were opened; all

' i

commited to smelting with coke and were able to se11 their iron for high

prices, ‘was the new technology properly accepted and used,elsewhere..

¢ .

* [y AsS an.as1de, if yoy want to 1ook at Ar h1storlcal analysis that actually.

h'puts the importance of these two areas in proper perspectlve (a&l be: it

(

¥ rather indlrectly) see "Early onden Rallways" by Dr. Micheal Lewis.

gL o o ;-.. *.: : “
;; ".i'!..',,.\' ] I ‘ 2 & .5 6%
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The' Workers Fight Back - Proletarian Uprisings 1756 - 1842 (pPart.1).. John Morgan;

' DeSp1te the relatlve decline in the 1mportance of East shropshire as. an

industrial #rea during the period 1750 - 1850, the output pf the area continued in

o o
absolute terms’ to increase and. its populatlon grew dur1ng th1s perlcd. The local

- 7 iy are

industrial proletariat could at this time, as in other reg1ons, be div1ded into

two distinct groups. The first group were the skilled craftsmen who worked in the

1 ron making and’ founding industr1es, as well as some perlpheral industries such
s g ‘ !
as Coalport Chlna erks.' Generally th1s group were employed for a3 weekly wage

that: remained*reashnahly consistent and although they suffered some of the :

discomfortures of Capitalism,'occa551oned by the w11d fluctuatlons in the,iron

trade, their skills (whlch provided a very high rate of eXp101tat10n for the .-

l|' :
s

owners) protected them from the horrors of the Poor Lawp"Guardians" 1 On.the.
wholle this" group took a cautious and cons1dered attltude to the class struggle,
w1nning for themselves higher wages with well organised strlkes., .The, intellectual

leaders of the working class, such as we know, came mostly from this groups ; - Fhe.-:

' r '

only'permanent Chartist Associatlon was based around the Dale wOnks, the chairman

r

worked there as ‘wharéhouse foreman.-i The Coalport China workers, whose strengh

] oy

and determination 1n strikes against the owners was a bye-word in Shropshire

during the 19th centuary, prowvided a.succession of working class orators and

e

organisers. This section of the proletariat remained strong and appearantly

well organised (though only on a. factory. basis)vthoughouthhe“peribd“of7diS§ESSiong'
.

Only in the seconﬁ half of the 19th Gentuary, when the rate of profit began to‘

TR P

decline very seriously in ShropShire, did:these groupS'eXperience‘Very severe'
S Tﬂ‘ 17 3
attacks on'their 11v1ng standards,' Many of them:were‘thenvable-té respond by

A I!~.', i s

moving to newer, larger industr1a1 centres,
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The'second group were labours who were hired on a casual, usually % day,
basiso By far the largest section of this group of the proletariat were the
minerse It‘is lmpossible-to tell how many - miners were active on the coalfield
in the 1750s, probably the majority still worked in Broseley and the Severn Gorge,
tecause the main coal trade was still down the Severn to Bristol for domestic use,
and not yet to go for coke in the local iron industry. By 1780 the iron industry
had doubled:;its output three times, and a network of canals and tramways had been
built streachlng North from the Severn as far as Lilleshall. The concentration
of activ1ty continued to move Norith dur;ng the early -19th centuary, with Dawley
and Oakengates becomlng the most: productlve areas.. The town of Broseley was
left high and dry and desplte a:-brief flurry of act1V1ty around the clay 1ndustry
in the late 19th centuary, ‘gradually decllned.. Today it remains as a strange..
1sland of the 1ndustr1al proletariat amongst the green f1e1ds - one of the oldest

s . ,

m1ning towns 1n England and still very recognlsable as such without a pit: head
to be seen;” | | 4 e a%
’y We know that in 1842 the- Lllleshall Company employed g 300 men in its.
pits around what is ndow st. Georges ( a company town ). ; Extrapolat1ng these
flgures together w1th a few other pieces of 1nformat1on,’1t can be very tentat1vely
est1mated‘that the number of miners; at thls t1me was between 8 and 15 thousand.
'“. | The system of exploitation then used seems to have originated in - g
Shropshire in the 17th centuary and: has now (fortunatly) ceased ‘to exist, although

it surv1ved locally until the First Werd War.,. Large Companles like the Madeley .
Wood Co., the Lilleshall Co. (the. shell of whlch st111 surV1ves 51% owned by Lord.
GranV111e), the Coalbrookdale Co. andnthe Old Park Co. contracted w1th the lords

of the manors (absentee aristocracy .like the Duke of Sutherland and ‘the: Barl of

.:,staﬁford) to explo1t the below .ground mlneral rlghts. The lord of the manor: was

then paid a royalty on each ton of coal ra1sed (th1s part ‘of the system survives,

1ncred1b1y modern 'local clay and coal quarles still pay hugh sums to the. decendants

3

of people granted ‘theSe manors because they happened to sleep with the right

&

.courtler 700 years -agb)e

The companles raised capital through prlvate share issues or by ploughing

py-

“

S back some of the hugh prof1ts made : in . these heady days. Some capital came from

S

local gentry (the Forester family prOV1ded much of the capltal for John W11k1nson's
+NeV Wllley Co ), and more merchantile capltallsts in Brlstol and LLondon, ((Note- much
'.more‘work needs to be déne on: the .sqources and movements of cap1tal in Shropsh1re
'durlng thls per1od)).- Having. supplied the capltal for 51nk1ng a shaft the
equlpment transport links etC.4 the. company "subnlet"'each p1t to a charteramaster.
Charter-masters, or "Butties" ag they were un1versa11y'known, were sort of.super
subbles:‘and were invariably the scum of the earth. ((Note~ eV1dence of a m1ner to
.1843 mlnes commissioh enquiry "Butties want hxnxng hanglng by the hundreds* it is
the most rascalllst thing that ever was in the world" )) 5 Each charteramaster

would prOV1de the mine's tools and hire and flre men as he sort fits - Charter-masters

” ..2!_'-.4'1 o



fﬂ'wntlst the m1ners struggles took the form of spontaneous dlrect actlon.:’ Because
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were paid purely on a comission basis by the companies, who generally employed
"Ground Ballffs" to Kxrg make per1od inspections of the pit. heads, It was the
PAREEXCR practlse for charter—masters to keep pubs and Tommy Shops and to pay the

colliers in their pubs at the end of each. week. “+ It was common (1ndeed probably

usual) throughout thls per1od for miners to be part paid . in: truck (promlse notes

» Y
: } 3

to the Tommy ShOpS were prlceS'were 1nf1ated). Because of the casual nature of:

the emploqunt m1ners would often be under- or un—employed and would then be forced
on the Poon_Law, an experience made much worse after the New. Poor Law Act of 1834,
((Note: The New Poor Law ‘Act was a savage attack on working class 11V1ng standardsg

The basic prin01p1es of the Act were (1) No rel1ef for the able od1ed outside the
Work House° 02) Such re11ef to-support 2 11fe style Mless ellglble" than that’

afforded by the worst outs1de the'Work House* (3) Seperation of men and ‘women’ to. 7 ¢

prevent. clldd-bearlng )) “One. large wOrk House still survives in East Shropshire,fg I
the bu11d1ng is now the Beaches hospltal. At t1mes g b b hlgh demand for coal

from 1758 onwards dependant largly on the demands of the iron 1ndustry, Jobs in s

p

the mines. were relat1ve1y easy to f1nd, prOV1d1ng you ! were not blacked as a Wllkltenig,,
or Chart1st, and wages were hlgh.. when a s1ump occured the companles ‘would cut;

wages and take on less men. It was at these ‘times that ‘the m1n1ng communltles i

}-

4

would respond with strikes, ‘sabotage, food raids on local markets and demonstrat1ons.;r

r a

Th AR, Qeneral1sat10ns concernlng the hous1ng conditions of these days are':

s !
’ 21 0

dlfflcult to make as few houses bu11t before 1850 survive today. | Most familles
of the skllled workers group llved in cottages which were, grouped very closely' RN

together in the towns (easllly the most representat1ve survlng dlstr1ct is Broseley. ;

Woody though 1t must be rémembered thattkka number of oottages haxxhnxn have been. .
knocked. 1nto one and many more demol1shed) s Cottages ‘were, also dotted very thickly .
between. the small f1e1ds and: p1t mounts that seperated the towns. ((note- the'.
squater's cottage preserved at Bllsts Hill museum  is probably typlcall of ones of.
this perlod)) _‘ Many ‘minérs. also 11ved in "Barrack! houses out31de the main- towns.f
"Barrack" houses were long Irows of s1ngle storey units often arranged in a square.'
with- washlng fac111t1es in the m1ddle, Each unit had a door, two w1ndows,vone ,
chimney: and, somet1mes, a dIV1d1ng wall, andrhoused a familye They were built*

by the companles and rented to employees;r:. The last: remalnlng "barrack" row in -
“gast; Shropshlre was at Lilleshall (formally a thajor llme-stone m1n1ng area) It
has now gone, but I remember my horror at seelng it and wonderlng how people could

=lhive - in . those t1ny hovels with f1ve foot door-waYS-

Condltlons of work at thls t1me were both etreamly hazardous and arduous

-

in - both the 1ron and mining 1ndustr1es.

leen these conditions 1t is not surprlslng that revolts and rlots occured

4

~gquite frequently in East Shropshlre dur1ng our period, . In the ma1n p011t1cal

.'adgltatlon,-such as at" was, occured amongst the skilled sectlon of the proletarlat

v :
-« -

-
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deeply Tory county the insurrections were falrly eas11y delt with by the bourgeoisie.

L

is uniortunate that ‘due -to:the. nature ox thlngs, ‘most of the records we have of

e
...(

chiese times are from bourqe01s,sourceu. | Desplte the prejudices of these sources

’r.( .

the story of the flght of the workers durlng thlo per1od when viewed 1n the global

context of economlc changes in Bast Shlopshlre, make an 1nsp1r1ng and her01c talea
o e T b %
Although: each 1nsurrectlon resulted inevitabl y in the armed might of the bourgeo1s1e

restating thelr class S domlrance, it must be said that the spirit of working class

resistence was not mnkxm broken. The threat of worklnq class 1nsurrect10nary

f1olence put pressure on the bourgeols class to change the conditions of employment

and €0 re-examine wnat could be got away with without endangering their accumulated

wealth and power., The events of these years in shropshire must be seen as part of

a movement of the class'throughout the countrye. The pinnacles of class struggle

St. Gearges Field (1769), Peterioo (1819) and Monmouth (1839), are mirrored in our

own experience of the Dawley Revolt (1756), Cinderloo (1821) and miner's riots (1842).
Very little is known of the events of 1756 and my principle source of

infogwation, Baxter, is of dubious reliability. Perphaps after reading this account

comrades will be inspired to research further into the workers movement'before‘1800.
Although the 1ate 18th centuary was generally a perlod of eXpand1ng agr1c-

.
Hitural productlon? there were perlods‘when bad harvests and other factors caused

':_i e 5 .Y.. 3

“gudden rises in LOOd pr1ces. 1756 was ‘suchia year,’ prices séem to have 1ncreased

J

..........

eadlly throughout the umme"-and by November'had reacned unprecedented hlghts,

Urable to f1nd food at prices they could afford the m1ners of East Shropshire

took %o V151t1ng local markets in force and paying for prOV151ons at reasonable

dn v e !

““@%&cbﬁ"i that is the pr1ce thought fair, by algroup of miners qnd not that asked by

'y

“$he stall-holdero By all accounts a pr1ce~was,' aleast at fi: st pa1d, Matters

: . -
N 452 A )

ala*ed bu11d1ng up to 2 Show-down at the areas largest market We111ngton, on,

€3C
‘the’ second Thursday‘ln Novembero:r Large numbers of Dawley miners V1s1ted the market
et tha shops in the town and bought goods at their price,’ : It seems that th?

pubs.were put unde workers control for the day. ~Towards the end of the day, when
¥ '

m&ét 07 the miners had left, the Welllngton middle ‘class started to;re51st. They

arrest several miners and there was some fighting in the town. Wwhen all the workers

had ‘elt the town tne bourge01 sie began to organise 1ts reprlsals. .'It.is reportedxikix

‘.J. -

.'n-

that they ralsed @ force of 1500 arméd farmers and townsmen to arrest the miners.

This small army (ever: allowing for 1500'be1ng an exaggeration) was led

» two prominent Wellington bourge01s, Edward Cludde and Edward Pemberton, AR, 1w Tpee{ el

o"esumably mounted .and:certainly: -srmed and would have been more than a match for

‘-t'

a few hundred colliers returning home up the Dawley Road with their shoppinge. The

miners are said to have been "1ntercepted" and much of theflstollen goods" were recovered

—_—
¥ v e e
.

by t e V1gilantes. - It,i35.ofcourse, much more- 11ke1y that the bourge0131e -could et
: i :

rnt nave ralsed such avlaroe forc 2 1n so short a t1m= and that rather than 1ntercépt

1

the m;ners, they ralded hones 1n,,he workers d1str1cts durlng the n1ght ceasing

.y -
.

goods and mak1ng arrests as:’ they )leased. In any event the retribution was of a fd

Sty (T TP Wt L o ) ) ! e
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violent nature and 37 men were taken into custody,
By the time the "rioters'" came up before the-ShreWSbury'Assizes in" April
1757 four of their number had already died in Shrewsbury goal. Ten of the remainder
were sentenced to. death7(though eight later had their sentences reprieved). The
penalty for: re31stance was indeed high in the 18th centuary.
Riots and revolts amongst the mining communities continued spasmodicaly,
The Wellington bourgeolsie-learnt the leason of 1756 well, forming a permanent class
militia known. as the "Wellinton Fen01b1es" It 1s recorded that they went to Madeley
to put down a riot (for riot read strike?) in July 1795. - bourge01s militia
was later to become official with the formatlon of the state subsidised "Yeomanry"
The "Wellington Fencibles'" became the Welligton Troop of the South Shropshire Yeomanry.f ;5
Raised under the_pretect of threatened French Invasion; the part-time Yoemanry |
remained themprinciple instrument of state enforcement and'class}oppresSion*duirng,:. | v

the first half of the 19th centuary,

The second part of this essay will appear in March's edltion of the
~Bulletin, A list of sources w111 be appended to the end of the essayo

0600 =0=0=0~0~0 =0=~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0-0~0~0~0~0~0-0~0~0~0=0~0-0~0~0~0=0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0~¢

~ANSWERS TO LAST MONTHS "LEFTIE" QU1Z

'+ No correct answers were received to last months quiz, you are all
incredibly ignorant| The very wonderfull prize, V. I. Lenint's "The Proletarian
Revolution and: the Renegade Kautsky'", will be held over for this month's teaser,

- Be warned, however, if no-one manages to get this one I intend to donate the
ydlume . .to ‘the; ‘book shelf of the 0ld Folks Rest Room in Oakengates., I am sure
that I do not have to point out to you the consequences that might very well ensue.
Anyway, here are last month!s answers:- R 2

1, ‘lEmiliano Zapata, born'August 8th 1879 - Mexico!s greatest revolutionist, he was
' assasinated by federal troops at hacienda Chinameca on April 10th 1919, .

; 2.' éeorgeLansbury, Labour leader of the London County Council,
3a The striking-miners and?furnace men of East Shropshire used lumps of furnace
slag (cinder) against the South Shropshire Yoemanry's flint-locks and sabres.

The battle took place outside the 01d Park iron works. (near what is now the
Telford Town Centre) in 1819, - &

L, ' Gerrard Winstanly was the "Ieader" of the Diggers movement that organised the
. radical disposesed during the: Englist Commonwealth. : The four capital offences
he proposed were Murderys- Rape° the ownership of property, and buying ans selling,

| 5.“‘ James Connolly,“the great Irish republican,tin atleast~one'reported speach.

i ,Ganoes.' Actually it was not the CND who organised the 1nvas1on, but the faction
jhﬂlof anti~bomb campaigners axound.the Direct Action Movement. Sorry Laurens,

s 3 e s ok o ok o ok ek K






