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IMZRODUCTION
Since this newsletter is going out to

+ over %20 oontascts 'in the libertarian
movement, some of whom associate them-
:selves with CRA, some yho have heard
of us, some who we've just heard off;

- we ‘thought 1t necessary to cerry both
an introduction and a report,
1o . We -apologise ‘if you know most of it

o already'but we thought that if we were
asking ‘people to discuss with us it
would be'as well to make sure that
ithey knew exactly what we were and s0

r&ur. Qllg :

We are a group active in the anarch
~ =;.~»:.<ls,-1st_: federation of‘britain, who started
++ off:being‘oritical of the way the movt
,“a was, developing,“or rathear failing to
develope. The first stirrings of dis-
. ‘content came befare the Liverpool AFB

"“"..’.‘,"“..'{ ., conferenselast nogember, when people
ately mroduced sharply oritical docu-
.mants'. .+The.people in Swansea dropped

.+~ s out; .of the. fray after their open letter
. Was published, but their “‘action had
denoourased people +in’ Lanoaster.Leeds, ;

‘conference' to discuss the criticisms’
‘raised, The discussion
at L'pool (what there
“‘was of it) centred
“around the document
'towards a history ami _
critique of the anarch .
Bega» ist moyvement in recent
't:unaa' . produced at York
..end & Joint statement -
p:oduoed by all the .
oritiog .at.a Lancastar:

3 -~ .
~

' A | Jriy e-qon:rerence meetlng,
Sk sy The eritics were by no
PRGN AEE,  means unanimous inzuoe

__Aheir views (far
“instance there was con-
'eiderable disagreecment
about ! expulsion' .=
.‘,,Asomthing which the:

" " people. who, founded ORA :
“could mot agree),but .
_they were. at least eon.

' oarned to discuss ideas
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in Lancaster, Swansea and York, separ-

.«Manchesteriand'York to put.a motion to
_the AFB that it call a 'reocrganisation .
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8 and to try and solve the probloms,
At liverpool the reaction from %hoso
who disagreed tended to unite the
crities, because it was so mrely on
the lewel of same argument let alcno
rational discussion,

Following, the:decision at ‘L' pool
to call a oonference specifically on
'organisation of AFB' as asked for
(well, not really a 'decision'-John
Quail cut into the din and aaid that
he would arrange such & couference at .
Leeds), the aritics tried to develope -
their ideas further, people from
Wigan,Stoke, lLeeds, Lamcaster, Man-

- .- chester aml Yark asgreed to meet again
to'discuss mroblems am their soluticn
‘mipr to leeds, It was egreed at the
first' meeting in Lansaster that ideas .
by themselves were sterile and that
the Only way' we could have an impact
was to'organise ourselves around the

| points of agreement, and to put tham
“ © "into operation, A further meeting at ' -
o4 York was agreed BUT the postal strike
1nter'vened. With the lLeeds conferense
‘set for a fortnight hence (it was:
postooned, but this wasn't known il
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latex:) the peOple in York took the initiative in l.aunching ORA.. aa’g group with:l.n the AFB, con
cerned with developing revolutionary ideas and activity and with opening oontacts outwards to
other llbertarian groups. Over 200 ccpies of the fou.nding statement were oirculated.(IG 3,71)

- The original call had auggestéd‘a new paper, 'under the control of its readers. wri tgrs..
and sellers'; this idea has. been “gut into ecold. storage (‘though not" shel*v‘ed) by the sur:riaa
appeerance of two:'new papers ‘gince. then, a.nd, the realisation that: yet anothpr: 'ed"b"'*‘al group
in search of a movement' would not’ do, The decision was then ta.k.aﬁ to build up‘more slowly, yet
more carefully, ORA,as it is now, is conderned o develope its own ideas and activity; to

encourage such development through the AFB by means of pamphlets (originally supposed to be one
per month - it's been 5 finished and many started in 2 so far, and is growing geometrically),

leaflets, the newsletter, discussions and debates; to build a sound base of ideas so that the
work can be undertaken more successfully, or at least more consciously, These activities are

also intended to have an effect outside the AFB (the first two pamphlets are 'internal' but the
rest are intended for general sale ; the newsletter, we hope it will provide a forum for all

libertarians), We see it as necessary both to define clearly the areas of disagreement so that
they can be argued out politically (rather than personally) and thus help to develope libertarian
jdeas generally, and through this, to acecustom libertarians to be willing to work together where

this is possible,

This attitude was reflected in the motion put before the AFB Leeds conference at the end of
April, It called for the AFB to 'open its doors' to other libertarian tendencies - this was
argued as being a means of encouraging clarifictaion of ideas and to enable the AFB to become an
aid to doing some wark rather than just a 'conference' irregularly and an abstraction all the
time, It was never exeeted that this would be accepted (indeed there is no way it could be either
accep¥ed or rejected the AFB being what it is - or isn't as the case may be), It did succeed in
its objoctives, which ware to publicise the views of the movers of the motion about the direction
the movement should take (whilst maintaining the viows about the way the movement should develope
internally) and to makecontact with other people who agreed with this, or, who at least were
mreparcd to discuss it, At the same timme ORA was making sontacts with other libertarians,
arranging discussions amd debates, and sounding,out arcas of common interest in which we might
wnrk togecther,

The decision to start putting our ideas into practice would seem to have been the right onse
since we have had a good respomse both from people who &are interested/ sympathetic in the AFB, as
well as some very non-sectarian greetings from comrades in Solidarity, the ILP, Socialist Current,
and non-aligned libertarians, The May B8-9 Scots Conference (which won't need reporting in detail
since a Statement was sent off to FREEDOM and should be published by the time you get this)
welcomed ORA and promised SAF.cooperation, many individual comrades associating themselves with
ORA., The 'what gives' section mentions some of the results of the contacts from 'outside!,

We now seem to be a viable grouping, but the ORA people do not want to form another sect -
we see our role as acting within and on the libertarian movement in genersal,; as well as initiating
our own work, In order to remain more of a network than an isolated group among all the others we
are moducing the newsletter, We hope it can act as a link and a catalyst not only for ORA and
the AFB but also to all libertarians (it obvioanly doesn't matter whether the debate and co-op—
eration we seek happens' formally' or 'informally', so long as it does happen and ceases to be a
platitude), Your reactions are therefore very important,
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list of pamphlets under 'what gives', We
will be glad to help produee/distribute
useful pamphlets by people not'in' ORA.
ORA I,2,4, and 5 are nearly out of print

- this doosn't matter for I & 2 since they
are internal, but some people (us included)
think 4 & 5 useful propaganda (noS5 is being
revised, the author recognising some prob-
lems of style and having asked other people
to help ~ write to Laurens Otter, 35 Natal
Rd, Thornton Heath, Surrey), If anyone is
able to help with production we'd be glad
to hear from them,

the 1dea of weekend discussions seems very
popular - see '"what gives'

various ORA people have mroduced local leaf
-lets and comrades have promised drafts for
spe .cific oecasions/situations, We hope that

-along with discussions - this will be our

ma jor cmphasis in the next few months, since
the pamphlets seem to be developing healthily,
The Big Flame group (see 'what gives')have
done some very good broadsheots for mass
agitation on the Bill .,

The original 'ORA group' (now happily a
minority) feel that some kind of mombership
is neccssary for fund-raising ( we largoly
agrec with Mike Malet's piece herein). We
don't want to make decisions-binding on
anyone - theo nature of ORA is up to the
Nov.Conferenee, but wo have found it casier
to ackmowledge donations with a rceeipt card
- if you want to 'associate! this is omoc of
the ways,

help break the york-croydon axis— contribute.




CORRESPONDEN

THOUGHT'S O URA I & 2 -~ liike Malet

(A). Organizational Proposals,

i/ ORA motion for AFB Conference at .
Ieeds, as put down in the 'ORA Contribute
jons for the Ieeds Conferense', I would
- support this,

ii/ ORA as tendeney. As Laurens
suggests, I favour ORA as a tendeney with-
in the AFB. To replasc the AFB would in-
decd mean a purge, If the somimmnication
lincs within the anarchist moyvement tie up
-theory eonstrueted on personality differ-
ences - this will greatly hinder activity.

iii/ Finance, Pamphlet no,I does a
great service by putting this in the fore-
front of our thinking - where it should be
Wwithout finances we can do nothing, I
would certainly bec mreparcd to pay some-
thing regularly, I would favour larger
amounts at longer intervals (eg £I per
quarter rather than I/6 a weck ~burcave
cracy tends to inercasc with frequcnsy).
This is csscntial because, as you point
out, there is a neced to plan into tho
future for propaganda; not just scrape th
¢ money togcther ad hoe,, which in my
cxperience e¢an causc as much friction as
rcgular payments amonz the 'eollceted',
onec LFA idca -,if mecetings arc held a min,
of once cvery 2 months, ask pcoplec to put
in what they can afford, If the psychology
is right, yeu'll get morc than a 'flat!
contribution, Income % arc invidious.

iv/ Scerctariat, Yes, fer ORA, NO at
this stagce for the AFB, let AFBIB, to whom
I think you arc slightly unfair, continmuc
its liason functions until thc¢ pattern
bceomes clearer, Apart from the ORA pamph-
lcts, AFBIB is th¢ only scmi-permancnt,
rcgular thing that has cmerged. from the
anarchist movcment in rceent ycars, I
think it would bc a mistake to kill it off
at lcast until we know the future: pattern
of thc AFB ic,we know what othcer organisat
ions will comc in, as thecir viewa will
nced to be taken into account, Also by
thce timec sueh a pattern beccomes elcaror,
we will have somc cxpericnece of the runnin
of thc¢ ORA scerctariat, If ORA warks othar
pcople will be cvneouraged to follow,

v/ Mcmbership, I favour what I would
call 'volantary mcmbership!, ic, that
mombarship be not mandatory for ORA (I am
not hcrc roeferring to the AFB in gencral),
Othcrwisc, I am grcatly fcarced that there
will b¢ a sharp and unncocssary division
bectween ORA members and (all) won-members,
vhich would very casily take on a personal
amd thcnec theorcetical basis, I want to
sce the noncy come in - onc of the main
points of memburship - without thce battlc
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lincs being drawn,

vi/ Votingi I'm a bit dubious about
this middlc point betwcen majority rule &
minority frccdom, I don't think at this
this stage we can expect such an issue to
be fully debatcd & satisfactorily resolved '
by thce AFB, And also, if ORA can show the
way, others would probably follow, At this
stage, I think therc will bc some fear
within the ATB of a takecover at Ioeds by
. ORA, and bickering over the carly intro-
duction of voting into the AFB conferences,
This could wastc a lot of time that could
be. spent much more constructively on the
questions of finance and propaganda, 1
have no dbjections to voting by itself,
but because of its liability to abuse it
should only be used where the issue is
clear (a) it is desired - to ascertain the
strength of feeling over such an issue
and (b) a minority wants its oppositd:on
to be specifieally recorded,

vii Groups. I'm not at all happy about
the discussion of the psychology of groups
So much dpends on the people who found hhe
group & how equal is their experience, . !
The small initial group tends to acquire an
'aura' which can very easily put off new-
comers, Groups do, in my experience, tend
tend to look 'inwards' in this way,mainly
for social reasons, & this has to be const
antly guarded sgainst, This is not the same
thing as self-cxamination of a group by its
its members,

viii/ Anarcho-comaunism end anarch-
synd icalism,

Whilst advocating an anarcho-communist
grouping, Laurens at the start of his pamph-
let speaks only of anarcho-syndicalist bases.
We should not forget that anartho-commnist
organisation has been affasctive in the past,
ef the Jura watchmakers, & the Petrograd &
jMoscow Federations in I9I7-I918, The NABAT
group in the Ukraine mentioned by Peter
Nowell -'asks'!, anarcho-syndicalist commnist
is apposite, as also is his mention of Spain
If comradcs arc interested, I can dig out

some documentary matcrial by the NABAT people,

This might prove relevant to discussion on
the reconciliation of tendencies within and
without the anarchist movemsnt today, .

(B) Present Problems & Their Solution,

i/ Prcsent Problems, These ere well &
clecarly defined, The fundamental one bcing;
to,put our own house in order, the neglcct
of this over the last 5 ycars or so having
resulted in owr total lack of influcnce over
the prescent upsurge of industrial militancy,
Whilst agrceing that thce Black Flag pcople
haven't holped very much, I don't belicvo
that commcnts about 'pope Albert!, arc help-
ful at all, & if morc coming togethoer is
wantcd, such rcmarks will militatc against

co~opuration within the anarchist movoemunt,

& reflcet no erecdit outside it, One import-
ant factor:
if some of thc solutions fail, or arc slow.
to maturc, I am thinking herc particularly
of the proposal to invite other groups to

we mMmast not turn in on ourselves

- - e




fcderate to the AF¥B, One of the main problems,!
in the past has been the difficulty of asccrt
aining the strength of all the groups, & this.
will have to be faced realistically in order
to decide how much work can be taeken on,

.
-

ii/ Solutions, These can be gfoupcd under
(a) education within (b) propaganda without,
(c) AFB

a) Assuming a solution of the financ-
ial question , the proposal for conferences,
schools, gatherings ete WITH AMPLE PREPARATION,

e —

\

~

is an excellent and viable one, and can be push .

ed forward on its own necessity. I myself would
cortainly be willing to speak on such topic(s)
on which I am reasonably competent, The point

about preparation cannot be overemphasised, but S

I would add a cautionary waérd about the result
to be expected from the anarchist movemznt in
general, For the Liverpool conference in 68,
the Lewisham group circulated, a fortnight bef-
re the conference, to every group listed in
FREEDOM, a copy of principles fqor discussion,
It transpired that hardly anyonc at the conf-
ercncc had bothered to recad them - to our dis-
gust, as the paper had been hcaded 'for
discussion at the Liverpool Confercnec.'! I
would certainly hope that amongst activists
such as ORA this would not recur, Leecds will bec
a test of whether matters have improved sinceo,

b) propaganda without

I~ the question of FREEDOM and other
papers, The appearance of the ASA paper has
bcen out of the blue, not only to me but also
to York,Abcrdeen and Montrose, at least, I
cannot scc what use is scrved by launching
such a paper (a) without prcparation (b) that
centains nothing not said in FRELDOM, 1 do not
conkidcr that the production of a sccond papcer
is a mattcr of urgcney. And if we arc thinking
in tcrms of a new paper being controlled by the
"B, or ORA, w¢ should think vcry carcfwlly
about .thc implications of this, Thc history of
Lc Monde Libertaire is very rclevant in this
conncxion,

I DO NOT CONSIDER THAT THE MOVE
MENY IS LARGE ENOUGH TO SUPPORT A SECOND PAPER,
The time & moncy thid would consume would be fa
better paid by concentrating, at lcast, initial
ly, until the movemcnt doubles or so - on the
moduction of lcaflcts, pamvhlets,confcrenecs
>te, We should take seriously Janct Lawrcnce's
varning in FREiDOM, Shc¢ and her husband are
cxpericneed activists whosce vicws we should
icigh carcfully, We should also consider that,
jBhtever the intention of thosc coneccrned, a
ncw paper would bc scen as a rival to FREEDOAM,
1ith all the bitterness and pereonality. quarrcl
s that would cnsue,

2. thc rcason that ORA is becing takcn
seriomsly,and welcomed, is that it is doing whda
1t says it is doing ic producing lcaflcts and
pamphlcts, & cnsuring that thesc arc circulatced
here intended, (initially) in the anarchist

novemcnt & sympathisurs, It strikces me that this

rhould grow and continuc, There will be timgc
nough for ambitious projcets such as anothor
-apcr & invitation of outsidc groupings into the
AFB, when ORA is secn to work over a period of

.

timc, say a ycar, 1 would hatc to scc pamphlcts‘

o ,ﬁtop. no"weckend schools & ovorything conce

"ntratcd om a fresh ncwspaper., Inercased
corrcspondcnec between individuals/groups
has a vital part to play in this incrcascd

activity, . :

3. AFB, As mcntioned above, an carly
invitation to,outsid¢ libertarian groups to
federate would be prematurc, ILet us wait a
ycar, The concentration should be on tho
building up & viability of ORA within thec

A¥FB, To rush thc cxporiment could be

disastrous, & our conccntration on
producing propaganda is far morc important,
In that ycar also, we can hopc that somc
of the oo20pcration with groups like Solid-
arity on a local basis will go forward,

(C) Puturc Possibilitics, :

(1) Som. sinall noints: * blacking of
»oods: this will have bo be re-cxamined in
the light of the Industrial Relations Bill;
it should bc cinphasized that reforms arc
certainly worth concentrating on, but should
b¢ kept within a revolutionary context; Den-
laration of Principles: Yoes, about time, I
like Peter Newell's in «4ol8 14,

(2) Some¢ points in Laurcns! analysis,

(a) The question of united fronts is dif-
ficult to decide, This mmst be lcft to the
individual & thc group - prucminently a mat-
ter for lecal dcecision, It is possible, fa
instancc, to work on singlc¢ issuc campaigns
with YCL, IS, ¢ven CP, provided you have
prceisc agrced objucts, . The sgme cyiteria
apply to workurs' bodies,

(b) We must think very hard before we
invitc other groups into the AFB, Refusal,
incvitable in wost cascs, will causc bitter-
ncss & suspicion, Leaving thoe mattor open
gives up more »,oom for manocuvre, <the right
of veto on e¢ntrants by individual groups
couw'(. causc a lot of bothur, If it is sug-
gested that the indicated grou ps be invited
to a Novumber conference with this in mind,

I would oppos¢ the sugscestion,

(3) Solidarity, I think, largzcly for
historical & cmotional rcasons, they will
rcfuse to federate, They arc rceluctant to
link up wi th anarchists for the most part,
bucause they arc convincced that almost all
anarchists arc 'irrcsponsible!, This is
part ol a rather scetarian attitude in gen-
cral. ( -¢~---~- 'g lotter is a good instance
of this suspicilon), which is bclicd by their
local coopcration in particular (sce Dave
Coull's ruport in AFBIB I4 for his & my rc-
cepticn at the Dundee Scottish Solidarity
confercencc), Aberdecn is onc of those situ-
ations wherc a personality quarrel has led to
a theorctical split - lecading to what you
might call a ' rcinforced Solidarity position
to meet anarchist attack - a great pity, this
has aravely weakened the libertarian movement
in Abcrdeen,
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I, OBA Pamphlots I & 2 are most wclcome, &

should bc¢ requircd rcading for any serious
activist anarchist a- sympathizer,
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2, Don't O,R,A, bother with a ncwspaper now -
continuc the good wark of pamphlets, lecaf-
lets, commnications, already started, Add:
confcrences & weckend schools, to be well
organizcd,

S As far as O,R,A. itself is concarncd, thc
financc qu.stion mst be solvcd in conncc=-
tion with a voluntary mcmbership schomc,
To work, budg.ting should b. on a 75-80%
basis of promiscd contributions,

4, Pow.rs of scerctariat, & occasions of
voting, must bc thoroughly discusscd &
car.fully dclimited,

o, wmoOrc ambitious proj.ets, such as in-
viting outsidc cxisting libcrtarian
groups to fidcrat. to the AFB, & a 2nd
national ncwspaper, should bc locft un-
til thcy can bc adcquatcly supported,
Don't rush things - I would suggcst a rc-
vicw of thc situation in a ycar's tinc
( April I292),

6¢ Thc qucstion of unitcd fronts should bo
a mattcr of local, not national, dceision,
at lcast until the growth of morc¢ nation-
al concsion, A Dcclaration of Principlcs,
could, howcvcr, bc tacklcd mcantime with
advantagc, - '{

7o Any definitc statumcnts in this summary or
the fuller discussion, rclcvant to tho
Lccds Conforenee can be taken as dotermin-
ing my vicw thcrcat & therceon,
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ORGANISATIONAL PROBLEMS ~ Tony Floming

'Demogratie Centralism' is phrase that
makes me want to freak out, It does seem to
involve very muech the linked idea of work -
being the basis of voting power and not big
xor subscribers, Laurens scems a bit anbi-
valent and confuscd about this issuc, but 1
think in thc¢ end he does focl that the hard-
.r workors have more rights,

onc main point sccins to be that the in-
active sympathiscrs will, with equal votc,

arovidc a dcad weight against moves towards . - --

activism, I'm not convinced this is true, 1
Jould havc thought hc would tend to drop out
Jarticularly if confrontcd with his inactiv
ity. The activists will surcly tend to havc
post impact in groups anyway bccause morc
dynamic personalitics (dcbatable, come to
think of it), I would think cvon with frec-
loaders having cqual votecs therc is a deangc
r of the activists becoming a power elitc,

Maybe I fecl ultimately I would bo hepp
icr to scc small, activc 'horizontal'groups
shan large oncs devcloping power structurcs

This rcally docs conncetwith the wholo
‘idcr issuo of locadership, What is thc role
Of the activist? I think FAI thcory with it
5 rcadincss to takc over the Spanish CNT,
'as suspiciously ncar to Leninism,

.\)ﬁON‘Dt"DOmJ—-Q. -'<CD--‘TO%:Q")'OQW'Q:T“' Q - iO'J"

(whose clitist ideas werc ncarcr Bakunin
than Merxz), I don't sce anarchists as forme
ing any kind of. vanguard  a la trot-SLL ctea
I do sco us as propagandists and catalysts,
Wc can, and mst, offor an altcrnativo
vicwpoint, We must rcally work to get pcople
to buy it, But thc losson of the GEC sitin
fiasco was prceciscly that advocatos of :
vorkcers' control provided a lcadorship and
not just a catalyst, I scc nothing wrong
ocven with anarchists bcing shop-stcwards -
in faet I'w in favour of it - bit I sce a
lot wrong in any spokcsmon position bocom-
ing a lcadorship psoition, |

Likcwisc, within thc anarchist movy,,
the revolutionary activist should bec a
catalyst rathcr than a lcador, And thus,i<
tho inaectivc stgy in, thcir having cqual .
rights acts as a countcr to any clitist
dcveclopment,

In fact in somo ways tho mroblcem with -
the anarchist movcurnt sccms to.be that tho
AFB is a church adccpting its palitical
irrelevancc, The sterilc debates arc a -
substitutc for action, The preosont hsitor-
ically acecidental uniting of libertarian
communists, individualists and 'quictists!
is disastrous in tcrms of cffcecetivencss,
Coharenet is vital, and this applies on a
local .level as'muech as a national, Two .
groups with difforent perspoctives in the
same arca, uniting wharce thoy havce somthing
in eommon, is - better than onc, whore rmtual
incompatibility will makc for inoffeetlivencss

It would bc nice to fccl that the ATFB
could beocomc a dqynamic arganisation, Maybe it
will onc day, But thorc is no structurc thro
whieh roeferm can occur, Unless thc spiritual,
-.individualist group moves out ( and though
thorc is only a hisotical fluke unparalleled
anywherc olsc, to oxplain thoir prescuco,
thcrc is no rcason why they should) it must
rcmain simply a modium for thc cxchangc of
idcas - but how did thc scercoteriat disappoar -

originally?

The linking=-up with groups like o
Solidarity is good, I am not wurc that L*®
wants too,wide though, If it docs therc is
thce marshmnllow AFB thing ogain,Diffcrony
pcrscpetives, and intoraction between thon
cre important: do we want an cffcetive Lrcal
bascd arganisation ar a mcdium of eclf--
clarification of ideas amd cxchange «f vicws
I opt far thc former and thercforc don't want
anything too widc, But too narrow factional
-ism involvcs introspcetion amd storility,

W nced a balancc,

we now have info,
on AFB/UAG —
SWF hislory. we'l!
include if wanled
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one point and few suggestions -
' from Will Warren

Just now many young pcople are approach-
ing anarchy, and it is necessary to speak to
them in language they understand, Anarchy is -
not only from the head: it is also from the
heart and guts, I recall a demonstration at
Mildenhall last year when we were joined by a
group of lads with the black and red banner,
I asked them which group they belonged to.
They laughed and said none, they came from
the village, In spite of this they had some
of the basic beliefs and were eager to learn
more, These are the kind of people itis nec-
essary to contact and show that their vision
of a law-less worl is something that can be
achieved,

I am glad you are attempting to decent-
ralise the paper, This is necessary but hard
to achieve, It is so-easy to become central- -/
ised and ocut off from the common people:
almost every organisation does this to some
degree, I recall how when I was in Spain
during the Franco war. I saw how the Anarchists
were rooted in the people, ordinary people, *
I know theoreticians are needed but I think

' they should work at problems set by the man
in the street, on the buses and in the fields.

lake money, for instance, More and more people
are turning awegy from the money state but
cannot see the essential steps to take, Pub-
lish a paper on that and something will h&ve
>een achieved,

May 1 give a list of a few subjects I
-eel could be considered. in discussion papers?

- the place of punishment/correction in
in anarchist state in dealing with unsocial
xople,

- decision making, by vote or the feel-
.ng of the mceting, i

- why increase the GNP?

- how to influence others in a tota.lit
mlan socioty. ie South Ai'rica. .

= freedom of exp.ression for all, are
nere any limits? , I

- the rights of children :
= incentives to work

- how to dcal with thec 'born'leader'

"~ trade unions, what changes are nec-

""[ —- y l

~ Ssary. - y A

- how tof defend an anarchist system
7ainst aggression, ile, Catalonia

c =" the placc of an authorit'arian church

v

an& ‘bh:ree[ cher things.

-~ ot to be 1n"ard looklng

y - not to spend time in criticising
others but to be positive about steps taken
NOW, . .

g - organise anarchist wark camps to

to dcmonstratc that pecople can live,worlk.
and 'play togcther without leadetrship,

sk sk ok sk o Kk K

¥ ok kR kkxk

extracts from a lettar,from
Goeoff:~7 Barfoot

I am strongly convinced that, just as
we are sceptical about authoritarian myths,
so we should be sceptical about authoritar--
ian myths, so we should be sceptioal about
the development of liberterian myths, It has
been perliaps one of the weaknesses of the
historical anarchist movement +that it has
tended to offer alternative myths, as a siudy
of sone of the posters and pamphlets of
pre-revolutionary Russjia show, The destruat--
ion of all myths is a revolutionary activity.,

¥¢* (prior to this comuwent Geoffrey was talking
about the Marxian myth of the proletgriat
and its influence on syndicalism)

-

[ -

I am interested in the weekend-difcuss-—
ions you mopose and if it were possible I
should like to contribute a paper on the
value of scepticism, A suggestion - woirtld it
aid the educative proecss if somc attempi
were made to contact the public during the
weckend? A leaflet mreparcd with locel
conditions in mind or an open-air mocting,
something like that?

TUThsi i 1 don't suppose I shall get to the Lecds

conferencd, but. I -know thet we in North Soncr
set support thc idea of weck-end discussions,
and also a further conferencc lator in the

yoar,

For Newsletter - Trevor Bavvage.

Maybe onc reason I think that a mombur -
ship organisation is useful for a mutually
interested group of pcoplec in the AFB (ie
liko ORA) is that it doesn’t got covered with
the same dung as the AFB doecs now and sgain.
It can choosc to associate with ccertain opin-
ions bocause its members can deeide whether
or not to acccpt thosec opinions, It is their
mutual deceision,

For instancc thce AFB, having no manifocto,
no body of opinion to which anarchic folk n~an
adherc, or criticise or auwend, lcaves us with
the informal AFB manifesto, 'anybody who wishes
to be called an. anarchist is one', This brings
into the anarchic field, to put it mildly, a
few ecranks, who call themselves anarchists

help develope ideas & work- Comtr;buf@
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and disseminate their opinions through the
channels which most anarchists use;, One of
the outpourings of literature by the "crank
section’ is by a Paul Pawloski who has sent
out with the latest AFBIB two of his '"camnk
" pamphlets, entitled "Polyandry is the
answer'" (a delightful leaflet in which Mr,
Pawloskl advoc.tes killing 9 out I0 wo en

‘personally), and ''fucking,sucking and

smoking is our religion' ( a pamphlet advoc

-ating revival of Greek Hellenistic religion

- contains gems such as "drinking strong
wine pleases Dionysus, making love pleases
Aphrodite, and smoking cannabis pleases all
the gods").,.

This crank literature is considered
amising by most anarchists (most anarchists
recieve it if their address is in FREEDOM
or AFBIB), and amsing it is, but one must
realise that to people who are coming to
think about anarchism this:sort of literat-
ure will certainly stop them thinking about
it (espeeially 9 out IO women), The new
people are the most important aspect of our
moverient, they are its growth, the spreading
of its ideas, We cannot afford to put them
off with such crank ravings, but neither cau
we order oranks from the movement - no-one
has that right,

We can only organise around certain
opinions and say that certainpeople who are
not of those.opinions are not part of the
organisation, but we are all in the AFB, By
taking such an action we can preserve some
integrity and also not erxslude cranks from
anarchism, And so we have at least one role
for ORA - a collective of certain anarchist
opinion but exclusive to others of doubtful,
if anarchist, opinion, The ORA, if its
collective opinion is attractive, might,
along with the ASA provide a focal point for
growth and a spreading of anarchic ideas
without being cluttered up with 'ceranks' or
any other mad ideologies which can do so
mich harm, amsing though they be,

Mk == R}
ok sk o ok sk ok 3 Rk Kok oK
ORA I -~ Alth.

I'm full of admiration for your publ-
ishing 80 mmch stuff, all of which seems
very worthy and much of it I agree with, On
the Ieeds AFB Contribution - I agree with

the need for organisation, but I am not sure -

whether the problem has been fully faced of
what to do when the minorities 'own thing'
conflicts directly with the majorities 'own
thing',

You are so right about 'the present
seoctarian bickering', What seems so point-
less about it is that so much of it has no
practical relevance, and one is forced to
see it as splitting for the sake of it,

but ta no practical end that I ean see, When
I suggested that if this clause (the NLFs)
was what we really believed we'd better
start thinking about what suplies and people
we were going to send out in support the
discussion faded out coumpletely,

I don't think that this kind of forced
splitting can be justified on the grounds
of separating the sheep from the goats as
it were, as passing resolutions on the
grounds that they are somepthing that one
believes in strongly and ecannot compramiss
on, and then doing nothing about them, puts
one irretrievably among the sheep.”

By all means a framework for healthy
conflist: let's start discussing things we
have, or are mprepared to, put into practice,
even if it's only on a necessarily small
scals, Obviously there are some problems,
particularly concerning projection into the
future, that people rightly feel very
strongly about and can't have any real
experience of, But to split groups over
issues that one does not intend to do any-
thing about seems a waste of time,

Small but important oritisism: why the

hell must you say 'reify' when you mean name.

Are you trying to write in code, sothat
ignorant twats like me won't upderstand you?
"pyhhric'"guerillastions? inaccurate and
again confusing,

You can't seriously mean the C,IO0
achieved !total' confrontation,

Ieaving aside other carping criticisms
think the pamphlet very good and in general
agree, Especially, "unless we! put our own
house 1n order! at least to a degree which
enables further evolution of ideas, we
should not delude ourselves that a society
can be ocreated in our visions", Quite,

Apparently I thought when I first read
it through (going by my notes) that this
leaflet suggested a 'brand' of anarchism in
itself, mot a way of eondueting it,

Apropos what I was saying before, I

think well thought out effieient and frequent

action might well cut down the amount of
pointless squabbles, I think people feel a

need for sectarian disputes sometimes beeause

it gives them the illusion that they are
doing something, This is not an indictment
of anyone - I imagine we've all been guilty
of it sometime. or othear,

bered bydlSCuSSlOﬁ
. o ek

}

LI -

back pages for any-
fhing on,(fhen furn
bock--fo r@iCl"Z bO”"l)

Vide the statement of prineiples drawn up by
the N,W.Fed, - there were great arguments
about it when it was drawn up and several
people got quite upset about it, It was fin-
ally more or less paased by the federation,
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This piece' is to let pcople know how things arv gpihg financially. It is rough and w111l be out of date when you get it - it was compiled on

IIth May.

FINANCE

cxpenditure income,
Postal costs to date, which includes postage of over : sales'totdat'e . E19 : ' (1it, on S/R over £I0)
200 introductory statemscnts; nearly I30 'contributiens .
to the AFB Confercnce; nearly I00 lcticrs; lit,orders;
complomentary copics, (thanks,to the many who scnd S.Q.Ss) . |
| " donations, leOe It 50
total £I2 : 82% -
Sy, s 50
_jgr;oduo’oion costs to date, which includes the circulars:; s P ¢ 50
papcrs, ink ete for ORAI-D, and paper and ink and stcneils
for stuff in production, ' k, D, : - B0
total £34 : 823 joDe I & OO
CeSe ¢+ 20
sum total £47 ¢ ©O d. k. s 90
m, m, I 00
FeO, : 04
b.W, I 300
ol 2 : 00
tcibo 2 1 89
Pl i 8 : 00 _
I8 : 99 | sum total £38 : 29
cash in hand £ I4,64p, AP . . . loans £24 : 00

1it in stock, Ora I (60 left out of 250); Ora 2 (60); Ora 3 (4f¢ Just g oduced) ;Ora 4 (60); Ora 5 (lcss than I2), In production.. ~ compuders,

china, bakunin, countcr culture,
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FINE TUBES STRIKE, PLYMOUTH
Rt —The Facts

AMERICAN OWNED COMPANY -MEMBER OF EMPLOYERS FEDERATION

INVOLVED: T, & G.W.U. and the A.E.F. with the

. Negotiations commenced Y¢th December, 1969 for 2 substantial pay ride. Concluded on 3rd June, 1970 in
failure. * Average take home pay per 40 hour week £13.00 to £14.90 ;

2. ‘Three requests to meet the management were made between ¥ aam, and 2 p.m. by Shop Stewards on Monday,
15th June, 1970 to start informal talks, and prevent o mass walk out.  Reguest refused.

3. 172 men and womean withdrew their labour at 2,30 p.uw. on 15th Jume, 1970 -

.-~

4. Strike made Official by A.E.F. and T.& G.W. U, Unions from 2.30 |;.m. on 15th Sune, 1970.

S.  During this period the Company introduced Job Evaluation despite Union ohjection on lack of consultation
prior to introduction.

0.  On January 1st, 1970 the Company introduced a Day and Night Shift without consultitien.of Shop Stewards.
The Compuny alresady had in existence u Day Shift, a Double Day Shift, and Three Shift System,

Withdrawal ar one stage of Union Notice Board facilities, and the Shop Stewards rights to sign Minutes of
Consultative Conmittee Meetings.

RB.  Management held meeting with 83 “*Blacklegs™ and voice the opinien that they wili remove all Union representa-
tion from shop foer, - -

~
e

COLLEETY rovs
#

9, Ultimatium given on 30th June, 197000172 Sitkers to retorn to work the next day, or be sacked.

- 10 Management Committee taking on **Scab** Labour fram Isi July, 1970,

11 : Management gh'e."li!ucklcu" l.abour a 97 pay rise on 6th July, 1970, heckdated four weeks with 47 to
. follow in the Autumn, plus sm"_sla!us —this after 7 months u( futile nepotiations.

.

12.  All approaches from Local and National Department of Employment and Productivity, the Local, Regional
and National Executive of both Urnions and the Regional and National Employers Vederation ignored.

13, Conciliation offers by President of Plvmouth FTrades Council declined.

RS
4. Conciliation offers by Dr. David Owen, Maenber of Parliument. declined.
IS, Conciliation offers by Phymouth Lord Mavor dechoed.

6. ENTRACT FROM 1967 AGREEMENL.

The Management of Fine Tubes welcames the role of the Unions as laid down by the lans of England and the
agreements concluded between U mons and the Foagmeering Emplovers” | ederation.,

--M” —— - — W ————

The Agreement concludes: We jointhy approve this declaration and will strictly adhere to the procedure, negotis-
tions and the settlements of dispute therein set out.

VAE. T “Ihe
C OLLECT MOUuRSEL

[Cis signed by the District Seeretaries and O«ganisers of the two Trade Unions and by the Managing Director
‘ and one other Director of Fine Fubes Fimited.

W hare at all times used the proper negotiating procedure, and the conling off period was much longer than

| that recommended by the present Government.  1If this Emplover is allowed 1o set a precedent for the South West,
‘ thea wages and conditions will alwass b¢ poor in this area,

bt means in simple fanguage, it the workers in this area try to get decent wapes, in line with the rest of the
Country. they will pet the sack,

.
4

WATCH T BROTHIR YOU (OULD B LR, BENT S

.
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STRIKE CaMmMITTE ; 48, STUART Rp, PENNyCCIMEG\U\CK,PLY"’\DUTHo

Overleaf is a reproduction of the Fine Tubes strikers case - which was used in York to
raise funds, We're printing this and the further details below not to advertise our own activity
but because this sort of case is preciselythe one we took as a model in ORA pamphlet no I (pp6-=7)

-~ whether QRA was right about it will be proved by the ways you react, Have a look at the lists
and see if you r town is mentioned,#e can produce offset-litho leaflets at cost price(York).

These are extracts from the latest bulletins of the strike committee,

* ok ' X koK *

"Productien

From information received from inside the factory, their production is down to 40% of
their normal output,

Blacking

Is being maintained at the majority of Fine Tubes esustomers, by the co-operation of
fellow trade unioenists up and down the country.Any blackleg employee now leaving the company
are not being replaced,

Third Party Blacking
Is also helping us considerably,

Blackspot

At the mement is Sankeys of Hereford who supply the breweries with draw tube that goes
into the 'keg' barrels, If full support in the breweries eould be forthcoming, this would be
tike final nail in the coffin,"

+ + + + + + + + +
As Of I4,4,71

" Transport and Distributors dealing with fine tubes : these firms have been told about
our official dispute,
+ + + + 4+ + + + + +

Fine Tubes own vehicles : Ford D800 DDH 69JH(Artic.), WY II7T (Artic.):
Ford Transit JCO 786F , Ford Escort KCO 2I4G , Landrover RPG 545, O0il Tanker WHO 396D( blue)

+ + + + + + + + + +

Transport Companies dealing with Fine Tubes : E. Pearse, PILYuOUTH., South iiest Gases,
EXETER +PIYMOUTH, J.Miners, BRIDLINGTON ( LJY 488H and MJY 450J ). Ansons Transport, Liversedge,
Nr. BRADFORD. Masons, ROTHBRHAM, J.Pass & Sons, CHESTERFIELD. Drake Carriers, PLYMOUTH.
Timik, Twyford, wINCHESTER., Air Products, All DIstricts. F. Taylors Rransport, AIIWORTH.
Pioneer Transport, Beer, nr., SIDMOUTH, Fearings, BURNLEY, Youngs Transport, SOUTHANMPTON.
Premier Transport, Sussex Street, BRISTOL 2. Abbot & Trowers, NE.TON ABBOT, Parkin & Son,EXETER.
wragg & Sons, CHESTERFIELD. Woodbury Chilcott, BRISTOL. Cyprion Fox, Newport, MON, Chapmans,
Iedbury, HERTS. United Carriers, BRISTOL. Pike & Sons, Stowe Market, ROTH e Falklands
Transport, 70-80 Bridport Road,SHEFFIELD. Guest Reumovals, BATH and IONDON, Gregory & Sons,
ECClGBfield’ Nr, SHEFFISILD.,

+ + + + ++ + + + + + + +

Distributors and Cusomers

Fine Tubes Ltd., PLYMOUTH. Tubesales (UKX) Ltd,, SOU ON. Tubesales Ltd. yHOLLAND.
Superior Tube Co, ,Morriston, Pennsylvania, USA, Rank Xerox, BRISTOL, John Cashmore, WALSALL.,
R.G, Brown, Smethick, BIRMINGHAM. - P.M. Steels Ltd./ Aluminium Supply Co.,PBA House,Allum way,
TOTTERIDGE, N.E, Richard Wallington,British Crane Hire Corp. Mollards (BLACKBURN) All Groups.
Maeshalls Boxes, PIYMOUTH, Rapp Metals Ltd.,LONDOuN,. Smiths Industries, All Groups, Initial
Towel Supply. E,A.Knight & Sons, Station Close, POTTERS BAR. Carlton Sports Co, Ltd., SAFFRON
WALDON, (part of Dunlop Gp.) walsall Conduits, BIRMINGHAM, Lowmoor Steels,BRADFORD T.
Osbourne Steels, BRADFORD and SHEFFIEL .. Whitelands Engineering, PILYnMOUTH, Coventry Tube Co,
Ltd., COVENTRY. J. Sankey, HEREFORD.(part of G,K.N. Gpe.sAll breweries recieve kegs with Fine
Tubes draw tubes in them,) British Syphony Co., BASTBOURNE., Stainless Equipment Ltd,, Ponders
End, LONDON, Stotsbury Tube & Fitting, BRISTOL and CARDIFF. Johnson & Baxter, PIYMOUTH (now
distributing for Fine Tubes, Parker Pen, NEW HAVEid Dorset Metals, Littleshall, BOURNEMOUTH,
Gardener & Merchant, Canteen Suppliers,
| raw material suppliers to Fine Tubes,
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summer school knll fhe bill

1t seems that it might be possible for ORA SOLIDARITY arc calling a conference in lian-

to borrow a particularly nice place in checstcr - inviting all libertarians, Could

Surrey for a weekend mid/late August, ; bc very uscful, details NeLondon,SOLIDARITY
oda,Westmorcland Rd,Bromley,Kent,

Since we have lots of discussion papers Big Flame (78 Clarondon Rd,Wallasey,Chcshiro)

offered we'd like to hear from people have out anothoar very good anti-bill broad-

interested, _ uhcet

meelings oldiers T.U.

SOCIALIST CURRENT - ORA DEBATE on the nt the momcnt has been heavily musclod in by

questions which divide us, prob June Z8th, ‘ loft lobour t.u,'s and'entrist! trots (RCL)

London, - a pamphlet debate is planncd also,. wo arc doing a pamphlet on soldicrs organis-
ations, and lcaflects., We necd pcoplc with

4 comrade in E,London has suggested 'a et forces exporicnee to help out ( we have 3

together of the uncommitted wanderers in but nccd as many tales, ancedotes as poss.)

the London wilderness(and ORA)to see if we ard anyonc intcrosted in using the stuff in

have anything in common beyond a disapnroval their local camp plcase get in touch,

of everything extant' - details later,

#t

strike’

is a vory good,nov, libértnriari magazinc,

ORA conterence

thoe november conference is open to all groups thoy rc ollyjcnt to involve othors and have _
individuals and tendencics who sharc the produccd. a 'pilot issuc' (copy from I60;
goneral position outlined in our pamphlets N, Gower St London NWL) which despite lousy
and statemcnts, cover has good layout amd lively style (yes

it does make a change), They invite peaple
troevor bavvago has offerecd to organise it in to get in touch and work with them. sell
leeds., worth doing so.

disolssions & o oUB You heilp

the people in York have been asked by loc&l
people to help out in a.fight against an

smaller nmunber arc interested in gotting it

i many pcople thought the suggestion of w/ond inner-ring road sohleme which will knoek down
i g;;prg ’;OS]: ‘;“};J’;nt; :11 tamah l'lgr l:ll);: tuit" a lat of !poorer' -housing rather fhan upset

‘s SLACTabDle INULIDG sai L.y (@)

g 40 & papcr on sosmthing: & sonsidisabl S people with weight and influence, Anyone wiih
,' AL DAL L experience architects, planners;

ople who've dons similar before,,
together, Over to you, as it were, Therc, pe P fore,,please

in touch, (conf-eve Q)

will bo two‘t is ycary ‘soF\ far, O —‘N/'\ '
s o3 Al o - produced: P P e
in Paris,august I-4, - 'sincc the AFB has . . y Towerds a hlstory & Critique of the anarahisb
not discussed it this yoar (&t Locds or - movement in recent times :ORAT 7p (post inc.)
L'pool) thero will be no AFB delcgates it * Theory and Praxis in an,organisation;QRA2 5p.
secms, The Scots confcrcncc (glasgow lday 8 * The Bombthrowers-study of terrorism: ORA3 IZ2p.
-9) included ORA in its dolcgatcs Qnyonc % Neither Washington nor Hanoi:ORA4 5p,  +

wapting to got in as 'observer' gut in touche * Tntroduction to Revolutionary Anarchism: ORAD
with d d S miko malet. SAF scc.(in FRELDOM) 1pp,

in productlon.(being typed or run off-IZ2, 5’71)
T+ I = 10 : Computer Ethies D

many comradc;s in the univc?rsities l?a'c.rc- .. The Counter Culture IZ2p.
lamcnted the lack of publicity matcrial at Bakunin: the Organisation of the International
the becginning of cach academic ycar, The 5. %
latcest couradcs to takc this up have becen . China aprox 25p. ~ -
Ian Keary {c/o S.U. Shofficld I0) and. Pute examples of soldiers organisation (title not
and Marion MeCertnoy (I44 Coltman St,Hull), decided, length as yet uncertain). kR
wo'd suggest pcople interosted gut in touch omi sed |
with _,thc.;m. 1f anything i..%. got togcthar,tho E_-—_-origins and development of USSR and 'socialist
peoplc in York would bc intcorcstcd to help . “~states' - should be out in Tune,
AL Jrammetion of Jastiets %o, Idoas e History of British Trotskyism - sometime this
includecd, a spcakur tour, a‘'frcshers mag'. autumn, (plus various smaller pamphlets for

g ' : ey . particular groups eg.SC debatejMadame Trotskys
the AF3 now has a 'press syndicatc! to pass resignation from the F,I. etc -this year).,

on ncws of now postirs/lcaflits/pamphlcts
to groups and shops -~ comrades outsidc¢ the
AFB plcasc note, c¢/e Charlic _Crutc,
3,Providcnco Avenue, Locds 6.

history of the Direct Action Committee;

symposia on youth culture and one on marxism)
south africa; we've asked for stuff on Ireland °
and Spain, and lots of ideas buzzing abfg\ut.\.f

-
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g John Northey and friends in Plymouth offered to use their printing machine for stickers etec,
o against the bill - gince then they have got in touch with Fine Tubes (see article) and are helping
“/‘E‘ ~~ ~out there - so.there will be'de;ay on the stickers, John asks for designs and ideas, 16 Adelaide .
_,,,.,.—/ St. Stonchouse, Plymduth, A : ’f

CAN YOU HELP cont: - the fine tubes strikers? x
: - - the comrades in Burnley who have just formed a group and want advice on how '
to start off in a difficult area (others who are isolated might have some
useful tips, please senl them to bob houlding, 5 Hollin Hill,Burnley,Lancs).
- keep things going,by econtributing to the newsletter discussing ideas and
work, we have a litho press,in york, we all need leaflets on the bill, the
imnigration bill, rising unemaloyment, the EEC, if you have ideas lets get
- together and turn them into stuff we can all use, theory ami practice must
. be developed together to prevent sterile bickerings, oar disjcinted,once-
-. only actions, . , | |
'~ Big Flame (see 'kill the bill') have also produced a pamphlet on the Postal Strike and announce 4
the forthcoming appearance of one on the recent Ford Strike, :
" .
‘wc don't want to hog all the contaets ~ if you arc willing to let us circulate youwr address plcase

let us know (we'll peoplc alrcady in AFBIB and FREEDOM don't mind unless told otherwisc),
- sk sk ok ook s sk ok sk sk ok sk ok sk sk ok ok ok sk st ok sieok kst o s ok s ks skeoke sk spok ok ok ok sk sk ek sk sk sk ok sk ok sk ok ok Qo
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cosfts: . hO’rZS:

-350x6- kreams A3 IF Camrades
£6 - . don't think its OK

L |
= letomA% . -64% ond don't respmnd
_Ztubes ik £3-08  with plecegshelp .
Stenals - £ 2 SRR R :
= ek - ° il ' K. |

‘1

- Envelapes £ .- We‘ll.cuts?e
- Post(350xIH£2-75 ~and qr moiling.
BEesST WisHES
0 A o
. 20 -4561 ram the praduction
approx Gp each qreve.
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ORA, c/o ro Gfkms, v’Onergh college
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