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. THE ANARCHISIC OF ALIX COTORT, o ;

ust after. the wr wo young vriters on cither, si hic i
pubkished collecctions of their *m:z'time zssz@s. 'ﬂ?eir bogiig 11;,;}1 glgﬁ‘;{o}l%oﬁglgggl :
character both wreee of social as well as litcrory critieisn, ondthoy cven had sinilar
titles 3 Paul Goodnan's wms called ' ART AND SOCIAL NATURE y Llox Comforts' wms called
ART AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, Goodman's wms put together ' vhen I wms having a di so.ge-
ment wth the Sclective Scorvice and wos sct to go to jail, though this was cntircly
against both ny prudent principlcs end ny vishes eee 5y philosonhical and political
position wms Dodging! Confort's ms tritton vhen ,according to his publisher, hec had
becaic kmowm as ' an aggressive anti-nilitarist , having hecadod agitation agninst
lndpscriminate bonbing andhimsclf refusing riilitory scrviccese 'Fron notw on | NG
declarcd 4 'the deserter is cvery man's fricond'

. Nelther book attracted ruch attontion vhen published but an intersting
thing has happened since; in the last years , both authors have frquently had the sugge
cstion put to thayr that these long cut of print cssnys fraar obscurc publishers and fronm
a period of vhich little of pemeancnt valuc awvrits rosurrcction shouldbe reprinted

It is as though, aftcr & ncv generation had growm up , vcoplc suddenly found tha
rclovant , suddenly found that they ' spcak to oud condition 's Nor was it for the
Sake of theolr ctificisn of literaturec and the arts that the requcsts for rcprints canc
sy 1t wms for thosc nore! cphaicral'! cssays vhich tock the form of political manifcstoes
sin Goodrman's casc for the five cssays vhich formed part of his book called THE IIAY
PANMPHLETe and in Conforts essays ART AND SOCIAL RECPONSIBILITY and THE END OF A WA
( October 1944 -) both of which had originally appearcd in George Woodcocks nagnzine
NOW.

Goodnans l7ay Panphlet has beon reprinted , together vith some recent
cssays , in a paperback 'Draving the Line' ( Now York Randon House 1962); Conforts -
essays havenot , partiy becausc he is conscious Of " hayin wo said the sane things age

Lot £ Ll
s aln sincc, and partly becouse his owm nrograrme of werk is so full that he hoan't

tine to nake thosc revisions vhich aftcr a lapse of alnost tventy ycors, he fecls are
Nocessarys Young fricnds of Goodrian assurc hinm that his May Phomplet nakes miore sense
today thon vhen he rote it, andNicholans Valter refcrring teo Confort as "the true volce
cf miclear disarmanient, much nore thon that of Bertrand Russcll ¢or anyone clsc" roanarks
that "ot the ond of the last wr he wrote its obitunry end drev its moral. What he
snid is as valid ond valuable today as it ims then, when he wos o very young nan wno
kept his hond vhen all around iwere losing theirs, and I can think of nothing better
to say to very younz people tho are trying to do the some thing cighteen years laters"

: Confort and Guodnian arc charnctors 6f o very different kind, but their
precoccupaticng nre sinilar. Both bridge the soecalled Two culturcs, both orc novelists

and poets, vhile Gocdninn is a teacher turned psychothcrapist ond Canfort is a physician
turned bioclogiste Eoch has covolved o distinctive anorchien of lids own in shich |
reaistance to <ar and war preparation is caabined vith the scarch for alternatives 10
authori torion ~nd cocrcive social institutions. This is the rchscn vhy thoy have
becdne relovent for a gencration which, after the swug nincteen-fifties, becanc for the
first tine imvolved in public affairs through the campaign for miclcar di sanmmonient, ond
found that the compaign cgninst the bomb wne incvi tably o canpaign against the state,

S

and then that o conpeign agpinst the state becone o campaign for different kinds of
social and cecnomic institutions based on partivipntion and co-cperation rotlcr than
coorcion ond camnetitions Tic kind of war resistonce bdch thcec toi;: anarc;’.:.:'_stg
called for years ago, ond have not ceased to cdvoeate since, lg precl ecly the kind
vhich has contiminlly scaicd about to grow from the rodical wing of the canpaign

‘e

asninst the bombe The philosophy which Confort scet out in Qctcber 1944 is preciscly
that of the Comittece of 100,

Tvie vwriters ond thelr programncs

L W R . g T - . - T T N T W NI A A R - L e A = e o R

Both these vriters have at one tine or another felt impellced to scet cut
saic fom of prograrme, and it is interesting to coparc than.' Goodmen prefaces his
(in THE MAY PAMIPHLET) vl th three »reconditions: (o.) It 18 casentlal thot eur
Progrorne can, tith cournge and nmutunl cncouraganent and nutual aid, be put into
cffeet by our oum cffort, to o degrce nt oncc and progressively more and nore,
vithout rccourse to distant party or union deeisions (b) The gréups nust be snall,
because rutual aid is our comon hunan noturce nainly -ith respeet to thosc dth 7
vhan w0 daal face to face (c) Our action nust be ained not, ag utopions, at o future
cstablishnont; but (as millenorians, so to speak) at fraternal arrangenents todoy,
nregressively incorporating nore ond norc of the gocial functions into our frec
SOCL Qtyo
His prograrme, condcnscd rather crudely, is os followss

le Satisfactory work, industrial deccntrnlisation, workers' control.

2¢ Stonderd of livine to be based on subsistancc and hunanc well-being instend cf
oxplcitotive institutions and cocrcive o~dvertisings

3¢ Provide opportunity for "the soxunl  rotification of ndolescents. This is

-




-
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eguerging no notior whint ;hg 1po;i%ig{lc gﬁgnég ﬁ:;lgg;g“fnu MR Dl e ;
4. 1In snall groups we nust cxercisc direct initintive in coarrmunity problans of

personal cencern t0 cursclves (housing, camunity plan, schooling, cte.) The °
constructive decisions of intinate concern to us cannot be delegnted to repreg- X
cntative goverment and burcoucracy.

D¢ Group psychotherapy sc that "living in the nidst. of an alicnatod wy of 1lifo see
Ve no longer regnrd as cuilty or congspiratorial such illegnl acts as spring from
camon hunan naturc .eeo On the other hand, vwe nust sce that nany acts comonly
regorded as legal and covon neritorious arc troason agninst our natural socicty,
1f they involve us in situations vhere we cense to have perscnal respensibility
ond ccncern for thie conscquences, ™

6« "We nust progressively abstain from vhatover is conneocted vith the ware.. If wo
arc to have peace, it is nccessary to wmge the peacce Othervise, when their smr
cnics, we nust also hold cursclves recsponsibke for ite."

Caafort!s prograrmce (in AUTHORITY AND DELINQUENCY IN THE MODERN STATE)is followed by
the obscrvaticn that

Direct pressurc through the nechaniar of parliancontory parties does not figure in
thisg ligt of ains.. There are these +ho 1ill feel that such an nission is pervcerscs
On the other hanmd, it is doubtful, on thic grounds vhich have becen set (ut in this
book, vhether progress through the ingtitutional pattern is worth attenpting, and
whether o nore rcvolutionary approach is not valuable in itsclf, as a ncans of bring
horie our pointe |

His prograrme, agnin condensed, is as follows,

le Measurc tc increasc public awarcncss of the statc ¢f sceclety and cof the_results -
of rescarch inte hunan social psychologye. The focus here is cdueational, through

the cxplanation 6f the nechanics of specific problaas such as wonr or social
INICUTOSLS eeoe "
2¢ Tundanental cxperinente in camunnl living and contrcl of rescurces. These have
a daaonstration value cut of all proportion te their sizce They arc often to the
criticign that thoy depend on the scocicty thich they arc attacking, but it is hard
to scc vhy they should not dc so. A vddespread growth of spontancous cxperiment
of this kind is likely to prove a scriocus cconipetitor te the less satisfactory
institutional apparatus, and influecnce it s nuch as cxperinental rchabilitation
has influenced penolopy, ‘
Specific pressurc, townrds ccntrolled break-up of large city ~ggresntes,
increascd workers contrcl in industry, vith decentralisation of large units.
4e Concentrnted propaspnda to introduce sceiality into the plece vherce charactere
fomation tokes plncecs, the family and the schcoole The valuce of this type cf
instruction has been proved By the striking change in ideas cof parcntal and
~ cducational discipline during the last twenty yearsce
D¢ I dividunl psychintry eee Thc task of adjustncent is notthe reasction cf
centralisced norale and of acquicsecnce, but the building of a moralc based on
negntive resistance to bad instituticne and positive detemination te cxperinent
in social living sc that they can be superscdod. This is the most speeifically
roevoluticnary part of cur werke It noy involve not only individual therapy but
such measurcs of propaganda os we can undertake thrcugh vriting, sponking ond
living, It nay involve specifically rovelutionnry activity, such as the onccur-
aoonent of dircet reosistance t¢ delinguent ~utheority ~nd the vithdrawml of
scientific support frm prejects invelving scercey, the sup ression of information,
and the abuse of technology for sinr PurpoOscSe
The tonc ns well as the contont of these two progromries are sinilar, and thoy
arc reflected very closcly in the approach tc anarchiean of contributors to this
journal, and in the topics discusscd by the ncuest goneration of an~rcllsts. Ol:lo a3 ;
the now student groups for instance’ defines its ficld thuss "We arc interecsted in
workers! centrol c¢f industry, childeccntred cducaticn, the abelition of the punitive
olancnt in justice, he incrcascd decentrnlisation of instituticns, cc operntion nct
conpetition, the naxinun scliedctermninaticn cf individuz.xl Se S ch prooc§>upatlon's:
allow plenty of scope for acticons and vhen the oprortunity ariscs, wc will acte

’

Agpinst the bab

-

Like Goodnan, vhosc works werc discussed in Jnarchy 11 Coafert is o man wacse”
ideas flow fron one field of his work to ancther. He says of himsclf, "I build up
~ fund of idens as o result of ny varicus activitics and then use thea in iidcheover
gphere is nost approepriatecs For instance, I was studying the colcurs of hors.sos'
conts in the Stud Book fr a genctic point of view, os part of ny rescarch into
nEC1NTe hen I found nysclf using the different cclcurs of wanen's halr as o thane
in a poen", [nother by-product of the same rescarch ws o radio talk cn the chang ing
faghicns in the nmes given to horses, vhich provided im with the unlikelicst of
pretexts tc bring in tho topic’ of muclenr discmonent. Coanfort ncver lcts thesc
opportunitics slip, vhether it is a public discussion of Britoin's norals or an
articlc in ths opress on cnrlics naturity. Having been concerned with anti-vior




propa.ondg all his adult lifc , he has never ceased to seock out new wys of getting o
hecaringe In 1950 he wrote an official loocking leaflcet ( published by PPU) callcd

Civil Defence e What you should do now, vhich ws subject of angry questions in the
House of @Gamons because of that the Hone Scerctary called its ' subversive! charactor

In 1958 , at the neceting that launched the Canpaign for Nuclear Disamianicnt , he

declarcds
1

Iuch as bteon said abaut a surmit comfercncce Sanity is alwnys hardest to
Testore at the swrd tee the air there is rarificds It scais to affeet the braine
We can rcasscrt at the basce The people rust toke overs

I do not sce the partics glving an answier to the hundreds of pecople of all
persuasions tho arc nsking vhat they individuanlly can de to reasscrt the rulcod sanity
Thcoissue 1s ocnefor dircet actione™

=

¢ wins onc of thosc original naibers of the Coamittce of 100 vho were
scntenced to o nonth'!s inprisomoent for crgnnising the Trafalgnr Squarc sit-dowm

his voice has been frequently heard on the pirate’ radio station Voice of Nuclear
Disomancut, he wms arrcsted. for sticking up anti-baab posters , andis the author

of o collection of anti«bonb songs callced ARE YOU SITTING CQIFORTVBLY? For him the
inportant thing about the canpaiegm is that it has nadc people veeal, hos nade then ask
questions , and has brought tha: ~ut on the strccte " The pecple learn slovly, and
loarn ~incaaplotely ™ ho twrote nincteen yoars acc, " They ranfin sonabulists, but the
pressure of the tines noves thai." And in that raarkable wmntine nanifesto he
concluded " ¥hen oncugh people respond to the imvitation te dic 4 not vith o salute

but with a smock in the nouth, and the nention of war aaptied the factorices and fills
the strecets , wie nay be able to talk about frcedorie™

SEX WITHOUT GULLT

i The other subjcct on thich Confort's views gpined o ceritain notoricty
is of coursc , the cver interesting topic of scxunl relaticns, less through his bocks
( sco 1list on back page ) than as a rosult of o Sunday night telovision discussions
crc he sumed up his code on scxual hchavicur in the words of Bertrand Russcll's
dofimition of the good lifes that it should be imspirced by love and directed Dy ix.zt-
clligonce, and the two aspects to which ho applicd this appro:j,ch vere the sexual lzi.fos
of adolescents, and nonoganye The fact that scx is still reoprdod o8 a ! problaa! is
the major ncgntive ccheivaient of Christianity , he sug{gost?d: " Te night as well nake
up our ninds that chastity is no norc o virtuc than nolnmtrition! Now wverybody knows
that toomage lovanking does not stop short of copulation , but b?co.usc the nyth of
" chastity" , nobody imculcates the sinple and obvicus and tochnical rules of soml
behavieure His roral injunctions -~ vhich have Decoie quite well known ﬂ'mnks to this
tolovisicn programc= arc " Thou shalt not cxploldt another person's fecelings " and

1 ¥ e VY N N | 1. N
" Thou shalt under nc circumstances , causc the birth of a,n.wn....(,ntoc,..a,h:t{:lc..tlil Tl}o o
tochnical requiraaent is of coursc " scx cducation” shcould include 1mstructmcn vC TLC

: v . r‘ oo
young on the intelligent ond corroct use of foolproof combraceptiveSe

/

i

! The reference to ' comandnients ' led Mourice Carstoirs to question
ys as an anmarchist, Confort s prescribing rules, to vhich he replied that a

hilosophy of frecdon daronded higher standards of porsonal responsibility than a
clelf in authoritys The lack of ordinary prudcnce and chivalry vhich could often be

obscrved in adolescent scxual bchaviour todcj.y w8 presciscly the result of prescribing

the code of chastity vhich did not make scnsc, instead of principles vhich are!
"imrrediately intelligihle and acceptable to any scnsible youngstor.
But the obscrvotion vhich won him the Daily Mirror headline " TV

Doctor‘s Amazing Scx Talk ™ s his definition of a chivalrous boy as one tho
takes contraceptives with hin tvhen he gocs to neet his girlfriond.
. ic w8 equally provocative vhonr he cane to talk of adult scxual
rclationshipse 4 good many marringes and a good nany persotnnlitics 4 he suggested
require an ' adulterous ' prop to kecep yhar on their feocote The coxtonded life span
in nodorn Western scociety mcans that " till Denth doc us part " is , as he put it
" a hell of a long tine" and the concept of romantic love places o very heavy
Strain on narriagcs ( He rofers of coursc to the relaticnship than rather the legpl
istitution). |

" In choosing a partncr we try both retoin the relationghips we
have enjoyed in childhend " andto rocoup Surcclves for fantasics vhich
have bBeon denioed us o Mate = sclection accordingly becoies for
nany an attaaipt to cast o particular part in a fantasy production
of thelr owm and since both partics have the sone intention but
rarcly quite the sanc fantasies, the result moy +cll bhe o duel
of riwal produccrs.s There arc nien as Stanlcy Spencer said of
hinsclf , vho need tum ¢ mnlinemtaty-wives and wonech vho ¢ |
need two complinentary bushands , or at lcoast two umeconplis .
nentary love-ohjcctse If we insist first that this is irmore
al or ' unfaithful! , and sccond ,’ that shculd it occur
theorp is an oblisption to cach lovo= objeet to insist on
exclusive rights 4 vic nerely add umccessary difficultics
to a problax vhich nmight have presented none 4 or at lecost ,
presented fewer, i1f anyonc verc permitted to solve 1t in thelr
Ol VinVa " '

» pﬂ;
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: ‘I’l.lo anarchist reader vho presunably takes nll this for granted vill notice
in coaparing BARBARTSM LAND SEXUAL FREEDQM , or SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR IN SOCIETY., vith
Caafors's most recont utterances on sex, that his opinion have apparcntly becone nore
radicale Vhen I put this to hin , he replicd that it vas not so nuch his opinions
"cha’c.haﬂ chari(gg:cl - althcugh the arrival of the contraceptive pill had altered the sit
U0 tione haos h:.s nomer of cxpressing thaa " In offering advdee to people 4 especinlly
theyoung, you incur o rceponsibility , vhich considering the weird usc that people
do nake of your advice 4 is pretty heavye" The young arc making their omm  scxual
Tovolution vhether their clders 1like it or not and Confort's point is thet they should
be supported and amed as well as being ¢iven done awnrcness of the enotional roae
ctions of the opposite scxe

Cairfort notes in his book DARWIN AND THE MNAKED LADYthat " the actuanl comtent
pf sexunl DLechaviour probably changes rmuch leoss hotween culturc than the individual's
copacity to cnjoy it vithout puilt" and he Deleives that Teostern sociecty is boginning
%o get awmy fron the " operatie " vicw of sex « He argucse in the introduction to
THE KOKA SHASTRA AND OTHER . MEDIAEVAL INDIAN WRITING ON LOVE that the function of
crotlc literaturc is not vicaricus stinmulation but roassurance:

" Fhegnin vhich nodern english readers cre likely to ot fron Indiafh erctic
literature is preciscly of this kind eee vhat is profitable to than - and us - in spite
of the distance of tinc anfl culture +vhich separates us from Sanskrit 1literature , is
the comtrast in attitudes - acceptance and pleasure there ve have for goneraticns hoon

tought to leok for denger and guilte™

oCLENCE AND ANARCHISI
What links Comforts ottitude to wmr resistance and his attitude 1o scxual

frecdaz is the notion of personnl and socinl responsibilijy « This, andhis = .- © D
confidonce in scicuntific nethed arc at the root of his anarchisn g vihich is Dhased on
o few quite simple propositions vhich have rccurred frequently , wvith varintions, in
his work over the last twonty years , in his fiction and poctry as nuch as in his
"sociological" writingse The first ( as sct out in his scries of broadecast talks TH:
PATTERN OF THE FUTURE) is that Westoern socicty has " growm out of and beyond " the
Christian tradition, into o ncw tradition of thought thich daizand " the cvidence to
support stataionts , cvidence of thelir conformity to the same tests of reality vhlch
we aiploy in scicntific study or in coveryday life" 4, the trodition 4 that is ,of
scicntific hunanisne ' Hunanisn does not fimulate ten comandnents « It fomulates
onc onlye Man's survival depends on the cuteanc of his struggle vith o nornlly ncutral
universe 4 and on the naintenance of responsibility between nene Do nothing vhich
increasces the difficultices vhich any individual has to face , andlcave nothing undone
vhich increascs the difficulties vhich any individual has to face and leave nothing
undonce vhich dininishes then" Yhere the orthodox norality has sanction in scientific
faet, he oncc wrote in FREEDOM, " I 1ill suppdbrt it 3 vhore it has not , a new norality
st Lo dovisced vhich has 4 " /
| Thisis the position vhich leoads hin to anarchisng " I write as o annrche
isty, that is , as onc vho rcjeccts the conception of power in socicty as a force
vhich is both anti social and unsoundim tcmis of general biological principlce If I
have any nctaphysical and cthical rule on vhich to basc ny ideas, it is that of hunan
sclidarity and mutual oid ~ppinst o hostile cnviromicntees! |
' Confort claine that his anarhisn is fcunded in his scicntific approach
and conscquently it is not surprising that thosc anarchist thinkers of the past who
W he cites with approval arc Godwin, tho was rooted in thecightconth contury spirit
of rationnl onquiry ( and tho is described in the ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
as " thefirst poligical pyschologist. ) and Kropotkin, vho consciously sought to give
anarchim o scicntific basis ( and tho Confort calls n the founder of nodern social
ocology’") Only Confort could introduce o long quotaticn froa lMalatesa vith the words
Malateste, though not a social psychologist , fdves a stataaent of the anarchist casc
vhich is possiblc nore balanced thon any since Godidn'

=

Modern sociclery , he says , in AUTHORITY AND DELLNQUENCY: " would secan
to uphold the libertarian~ anarchist rather thon the totalitarian instituticnal conce
option of social change , thoush it does so with marked rescrvations" and he continuces

"If the sord ANARCHISM os o norne for the attanpt to cffect changes awgy fronm
the centralisced and institutionnl townrds the socinl and ' life orientatced! soclcty,
carrics irrational inplications , or suggests a preconceived ideology cither of man or
of socicty , we nay hesitate tc accept ite No Dranch of scicnee can afford to ally -
itsclf vith rovolutionnlly fantasy , =it cnoticmally detemined ideas of hunan’ con
tact , or with psychepathic attitudese On the other hand suggested alternativoes
"iotechnic civilisation! (Munford), ' para-prinitive socicty! (' GeR.s Taylor) « have
little advantage Deoyond their novelty, an acknovlepge none of the debts uhich we owe to
Pioncerse ! Free Socicty! is cqually undesirable for its inpertation of an anotive amnd

undefinable idea of frocdorie . 2 : N
" If therefore the intervention of sceiclogy in nodern affairs’ tend to

propagntc o fom of anarchisn , it is anarchisn based on chscrvationnl rescarch., vhich

-y,




haos little in camon vith clder rovolutionary theory besides its objectivese It rests
upon stondards of scicntific asscssnent to which the proparpndist and acticnist clo=
1ents in ninctecnth ceontury rovelutionary thought are hishly ininieale It is olso
cxperinental and tontative rather than domatic snd Messianice “s o theory of rovolute
ion 1t rocormiscs the revolutionary proccess as cne to vhich no farther limit can be
iniposced « rovolution of this kind is nct o single act of redress or vengeance folloved
bya goldan age 4 but a continmual hunan activity vhosc objectives reccde as 1T progre-
SSCSe |
AUTHORITY AND DELIIGUENCY IN THE MODERN STATE? Vhich is subtitled " A crininclogical
approach to the probla: of powere." is undoubtedly Cazxfort's nost inportant contribe °
uwtion to amrchist thoushte Ite thaic is not nercly that power corrupts bDut that corr-
upt non seek power and he secks tc provide evidence for the view that deaccratic , as
well as totalitarion societies tend tc sclect for’ execcutive and legislative office
‘individuals tho arc potontially or actunlly anti- social delinqucentss Its author desc
~ibcs it o8 o toxte=booke If it is, it rmust Le the only toxt-Look to contain the
injunction that " Obediocnce in mcdern socicties is nore often o hideous vice than a -
Christian virtuc"s This Lock's insistcnce cn a ' sociclogical ' anarchisih 1s ro-iter-
anted in Caaforts nost recent beook SEX IN SOCIETY. /
" The present age is an age , in BEngland, of ¢ very dcpresscd rovoluti-
onoricse Reovolution i, j4g nincteenyh century significance , a nass novaient of the
people agninst a particular institutiocnal systaz and in support of anocther sean farther
Off +4han it has over becne The depressicn of those who wish to revert tc this P T T
crn of politicak refom: isfully justifiede.se That the applicaticn of sociology to
1ife vill involve ' revoluticnary ! action by the nass of individualsn vhich nay prove
~t lenst as stremous and cxacting os that erwvisaged by the olcder rovolutionarics,
should not be allowed to chscure the differcnce betweeon the new and the oldees
Uritors on political rovolution tond to distinguish between two types
of attitude , the rovolutiomry and the reformist , by vhich they nean the approach
to o prodblal hascd upon the acceptonce of radical change , and the apprcach bascd on
he gradunl pushing and pulling of cxistong institutions into the desircd fome L
rathor sinilar divisicn cxists in comstructive sociclegy. In cducoting the socicty in
vhich we livey, we have tc distinguish between objcctives and pnlliatives « I hove sald
that an approach to scxunl adequacy is only onc facet of the approach to social
adequacy, ond that socinl change of the type which recent work appeors to favour raust
involve positive sclutions of the prcblen of pcwer in soclctye This is both o poliw
tical and o sociclegical  objective , and we arc fully . suntiffed in reasserting
that attempts to secure such reform through the existing mechanisms of coverment
are likely to be a wste of time, and to incur the same failure aS that of the ideals
of the french and Bussian revolutionaricse The only intelligible basis for social
chonge lies in the nodifiaction of individual attitudes and the encouragen ent of
resistance to irrational authoriticsS.

/

ANARCHISTS AS EDUCATORS :
| But jjicre do we as anarchists fit into all this? Vhat does he rocorie
end us to do ? Yomfort's answer appcars in the passage from his anarchist sumer
- 8chool lccturce vhich Ian Stuart quoted in his article AIARCHEISM AND CRIME in ANARCHY
32, " Personally 1 would like to sec nore of us, thosc who can , take training in
social scicnces or cngpgoing in research in this ficlde I do not want o turn anarchism
into a sociological Fabian Society , from thich non-sticntists are cxcludede I wvant
to sce something done vhich has not been donc before - a concerted , unbiassed and
propcrly docunented attenpt to distribute accurate tecaching of the results of modern
child psychiatry, social psychology and political psychology to the gencral public on
the sanie sScale as we have in the past tried to disscninate revolutionary propagandas"”
Some anarchists took this adviee seriously _ 4 bByproduct of the

result can be scen in sone of the autheritative material which hag been published
in this jourmal, but in fact he is asking the amorchists to be what they have

— .




alinys bocne cducators as well as agltators. “ To take a phrase of Comfort's out of
clzgamtht - "Godwim tricd to do preciscly this im Caleh Williars and S’t.LooﬁoIf he
did mot mke amorchism popular at least he imspired Shellcy.” Kropotkin's most’ '
pemctratimg obscrvatioms om crirre and puni shm'emt,usi.mg the latest material avail-

T . B . e
Gule frax the emerging scicnces of crimimology and psychology, vere rivde to an

ﬁudiomco of workimgriom im Paris.It was the role of the amorchist clauemt among the
ussian mrodniks of the last ceutury,of the obreros comscicntes of Spamish rural
amrchian reading to their illiterate fellowvillagers,or the amarchist!penny -
’ceacl_uer' reccribored by Arturo Bareco in Madrid, or The éicilian amrchist prisdner
remtioned Dy Damilo Dolei who oponed the cyes of his fellows to the printed wordy
or the wrndeorinmg anarchists of Iotin America bridging the culf Detween the Europ-
Con and nicstizo population amd the Indios with theolr riessagce "Build a schocl and
Start & Umion" In our owm socicty our task is more sophisticated,but just as urgente
In 'cducating the socicty in vhich we live! we may well fimd that since e arc
few and they are rmay, we have to cducate the cducatorse. Cortaimly if cvery teacher,
Sccinl worker or psychiatrist vho reads Authority and Delimguency amnd Sex In Soclcty
wore to apply thesc two books! implications in daily practice,a revolutiomary soclal
chanse would be sct im motion. Confort poscs other questioms for the amarchist,on

l%.ii.strelatiomship vith o nomeanarchist socicty.¥riting im Frocdon(9.12.50) he obscrves
10T |

" The political dissident im a socicty has a positive relatiomship to that
socicty,as we have in our omm,but it is o rescnted and thercefore a limited
omcePerhops the best exnmple of a ninori ty sctting ocut to change a culturc
in vhich it has to live,without accepting a linited rclationmship of this kimd
has been the Quaker movaicmt.Social psychiatry of the type which I think is

our obligption deponds imcronsimgly upom o group relatiomship vith other 1m-
dividunls vho do mot share our comvictioms,but vho know tharsclves to be

accoptod as imdividuals,and amrchis: as an imdividualistic view of society,
is today the omly mom-religious idcology capable of doimg this. "
Olwicusly,if we ever do succced in tramsfornimg anarchian frox o minerity sect into
a socinl force we arc goimg to be faced with this kimd of problai,not because of our
villingness to participote im political pressurc groups like the carpaign for the
abolition of capital pumishrient,or the abortion law refomz associationynor because
Ve want to usc the politienl and govermrentnl mnchine as o short cut like the officce-
holdors of the CNT inm Spainm im I936,but becausc any iden or systar of idceas Dbeccmes
a little ruddiod and frogented aml imporfectly cowprchended the vider it 1s helde Vo

have to rarader that as Malatesta put it,we arc in amy casc cmly ome of the forces
acting im society.If we wont a touchstome for cur owm comluct and atttitudes we could

net do better tham to adept the primeiple suggested by € onfort im The Right Thang
To Do

" Huan beings are social as long as they recogmisc one ancther as
hurian beinmrs. At the persomnl level we have certain co™on groun! for
our social actioms.Once that relatiocmship breaks dowm in any soclety
ard particularly if we begim to treat imstitutions aml conccptions as
if thoy wore hunan individuals,to individualize a group to vhich wo
belomggand transfor our responsibility for our ncighbour to it,then
socinl scnsecs shoy incronsine sigms of bronkdowm,aml ve arc left with
a rioral deficicney coverimz ocur wholce pullic comduct,however well wie
riny bchave im our haie cr cur strcet.Amd whem 1 have to decide how far
I cam accept the dircetions am! the laws of o centralized statc 08 U
idos to ny comluct I have to raionber that o cemtralized state 1s ome
of those stuffod substitutcs for respomsibility.Power im socicty is a
product,not of rcspomsiltility crystallizel,but of group o,g,-_j:rossn:. ODeesves ™
The creater the comcentratiom of authority, the greoter the stralm onm
those who accept it,the greonter the likelihood that psychopaths will
carie to the top,aml that those vho do come to the top will be psycho= -
pathiCe eoe
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"Turning and turning in s videning gyre,
The falcon cannot hear the falconcrs
. Things fall apart, thc ccntre cannot hold
Mcre Anarchy is loos'd upon the world
The blood-dimmed tide is looscd and cveryvhore
The ccrcmony of innoccnce is droincds
The best lack all conviction tvhile the worst
Arc full of passionate intcnsity.
Surely eome revelation is ot hand,
ourcly the second coming is at hand.™
W.B. Ycats

Bob Dylan has put it morc corncisely - the times they are a-chanzin'"., Ycats' intontions
in that poon were right-wing:ond nystical in fact, but 1t hapi cns the words chime remarkably
well with the anxietics we now fcel about the changing sensibility and the changing style,
vihich mogt of us, I'm surc, fccl to be affecting our culturc, and vhich we find difficult at
this stage to annlyses 1 wnt in this talk to try to cxamine somc of the forms which this
change in scnsibility might toke, or rather sone of the considerationse to which 1T is a
responsce That this is worth doing is I think obvious if ¢ consider the naturc of the last
great stepwisce chonge of this kind, thce one we call the Romantic Movement. These large
changes in our scnsibility arc mixed blessing. The lost such change on the present scale
vhich occurrcd in the last thirty years of the 18th century geve us, and 1 pick them at
- random, Blake, Nepoleon, Becthoven, the guillotine, rcpublicanism, thce United Statces,
nationglian, the domocratic facade, modern industrialiam, the large orchestra, Robespierre |
and modern painting. Fow of thcese I think would have becen accurntcly foreseceable in 1780
and very few of them would have been accurately assessable in 1800 cven though some of them
were physically presente The holding of seminars to unburden onc's snxdetics about the
futurc wsn't an 18th century hobit and I hove failed to {ind in the litcerature any marked’
contenporary discussion of the futurc in the years after 1770, if you leave out the predic- |
tions of rcvolutionarics like Tom Paine, or mystics like Ploke vho, although they forcsaw
that change was coming, snw its outline as little accurately as Yeats did in his poem,
18th century types vho were actually passing through this Romantic climacteric repliscd that
scnsibility wns changing and life wns feeling different but they couldn't have yritten a |
balanced account of exanctly that the changes were.e Yet, within 30 yecars, o whole new style -
of humaen cxpericnce taking off from the shoulders of the old had introduccd o1l those things
viiich Ir just listed and a great mony otherse Now, I don't wont to dc rive future thesis’
writers in tiis University of material, whon they attempt to work ocut in plain the inter-
relations between all thosc assorted phenomensn. The Romantic Movement is still a favorite
thesis subjecte Relationships there certainly arc between tham, and they make o whole, even
vhcn the phenonmcna are dircetly opnositc in dircctions The point I am moking is that here
was expericnce ond o rerction totally different from what had gone before, and if we~are on
the 1lip of a change as radical it would be profitablcy I think, {0 opply oursclves to
anticipate ite forme. Thore's no problen identifying n change of this kind retrospectively -
vhen it's overe It docs involve o conplete shiit in the style of a culture, vhether that
stylc is coxpressed or judged as rmeic, scicnce or politicss All these things change together
and you just can't idcntify the chicken ond the czge Once can't, I think, casily confusc
13th century with Romontic poctry or painting. Therce arc, of course, nrtists like Salvotor
Rosn vho werce romantics before their time, but Ervin Panoveky has lovingly documented  the wo
in vhich the nedicoval treatnont of clossical subjccts differs from the Renaissonce treatment,
There had been before that o lot of arguent vhether the Renaissance wns a real phenomcnon
. or vhether it v soncthing —e'd invented retrospectively. Well, the samc gocs for the

romantic movament. All onc can soy is thot however much you arguc in deteil there is o |
definite bump ag you go over ite It's rother like flying over the Son Andreas fault in an

. acroplancs you can scc the landscape chenge. The discontinuity is there for all to see ond
in fact ve can sce that not only wne the Rennissence view different idceologically from the
medicval, and the romantic fron the 18th century, but that the world, vicued through ncw
concepts of perspective, for cxomple, in art, actually came out looking different from coch
of thosc chonges of scnsibility. It had come to look difforent cxactly as the world can, L
undcrstond, be made to loock diffcerent to kittens if they orce rearcd in horizontally or
vertically striped cnvironmcnts.

ol
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The change in sensibilities we are living through is probably going to be at least as
radical, and it could bec as multiple in its effcets ns was the Romaontic Rovolution or the
Rennissance. Becausc it is o chonge in scnsibilitice, it affects feclings and these are
cxpressed first and cxplained later. As befare, changes in the times orc pushing vhole
gencrations into sceing the world and the world!s preconceptions as rondically altcred.
Unlike the late cightcenth century, however, we have now got, I think, greater rractice in
our owm naturnl history, and therefore we have o better chance of o discursive understanding
of vhat is happening as it happens. And if we can uncderstand vhat is hap; cning at the
discursive level we might just possibly be able te make the conscquences of the change
sclecctive. We might, in other vords, be cble to orgrnnize morc Blakes and Becthovens and



fover Robespierres. Now it's perfectly cnsy and possible to make up a list of vhat I would
2all the concerns cither of the pre-Romantic 1770's or of the many revolutionarics whom te
1ave todaye Today it is matters such ns ccology, participation, nany aspccts of social
Justicc, the cxploration of imnner spacec, and so forth and so ons But I don't think it helps .
is very much with the more general projeccts The reason that we arc in very great nced of
oxposition is preceiscly that a revolution of this sort starts as o change in fecling. It is
mch ecasicr to live that it is to expound. And also wc have to distinguish all the time
between vhat we hope vill hapven and vhat is likely to happen.

Behind the change lics a great varicty of exwericnces which arc basically novel. This
Ls the same in the Renoissance and the same in the Romantic Movement. If we take a visual
cxample of our own then o new cxpericnce is the scneation of flights Most of us have had a
birdscyc vicw of a city vwhich our anccestors didn't have; as the song says, tre've seen the
clouds from both sides nowe VWith film most of us can intuitively sce o non-visual topic in
tems cither of successive iromes or of continuous motion: at the coxpericntial lovel, unlike
our forefathcrs in 1914, wc as.civilians have been virtually present, through television, at
the Victnam wmr. Besides these there arc concepts vhich are novel, and though some of then
arc difficult concepte, thoy feed so repidly into our nmedia and into our wmy of lifc that -
vast numbers of pecople can apyurchend them cven if they don't understand than or cven if they
get tham practically wrong - as the public of 1790 anrrehended new concepts of civil liberty
cven 1f they hadn't in detail rend Paince and Rousscau. Both {or the academic and for the
undcrground , overtaken by this vast input of change, it is casgicr to recognize thon to
verbalize accurately ond it is hard to give an indication of -hi~t onec is cxrericncing other
thon by sdmply shouting. For that rcason the totality of the changce hrs so far had fov exe
poncnts as lucid as those of the past revolutions, becousc the cxponcnts of past revolutions |
were usually writing afterwmrds or at o much later stage of the processe And it is givon to |
few people living throush o revolution to sce the vhole of the ponttern. I think Beethoven's
analysis and Robespicrre!s annlysis of vhat we going on would have been as different as
Marcusce's or Governor Regan'!s annlysis of what is going on todoye

Rovolutions arc triggerced then chnough peoplc suddenly renlize that they thansclves and
the curront cmperors have no clothes one I think this i& the casc now, and we could identify
o good nmany of the factors vhich work to bring about that situation today:’ vie sce vast and
mindless technical cxpertisc, some of it humane but somc of it simply sclf-propagnting. We
scc largely uncontrolled dangers which face the entirc racc and vhich arisc, as often as not,
gimply through fniling to forecsece tham. Central planning is esscntial, but authority is as
irrotionnl md viecious ns cover, and it's bolstered up in privilcged countrics by witlese public
anfflucnce, a sort of profitless inflation at the prosperity lcvel. Even the pigs arc no
longer able to provide bacon, for which past gencrations mointeined them, and in all
countrics ve hove o groving cducated public vhich has not been consulted but widch now rightly
insists on having its 'my and is resistont to traditional monipu ntions That I think is the
real crunch and I think it is the basis of the root and bronch opting ocut of cducatced youth.
Taced with it, older mentors (ond I supposc I'm onc of than) arc apt to be sympathcetics they
expecet the opting out to be coherent and rational all the time, and then they arc disappointed
or angry on any occasion then it isn't. I think thise id important becausc, unlike the
Romantic Revolution, this one, vhatever it ultinatelr comes to contein, is likcly to prove as
cffoctive in politics as in art or in human sclf cstimates; in fact it may abolisi:i politics.
And though like the Romantics its cxponcnis are often muddled, and faddy, and Utopian, and
casily diverted, becousc they're human. I don't sce than being rendily Napoleonized. The
stalkcs arc too big ond the cnphaslis on issuce such as crnvirommcntal politics is o potential
factor in determining an abolition of troditional politice as total, pcrhaps, as the abolition
of the Divinc Right of Kings ond of aristocrats. Those things didn't go becouse they were
oppreseive; they went because they became nonsenses rathor than abuses. And that is happoning

to rmuch of politics todaye

To an onarchist, leftving figures like Castre or Ho Chi‘Minh look less like pillars of
his roncted atmarcncss then like wvith-it and intclligent old=-style politiclans carriced on o
tide of nopular courage vhich, like all rcvoluticnarics, they usc for their otm idcological
purposcs. But then aspin the same could have becen said of Robespicrre snd Danton, Novs,
instead of particularizing single developments or single idcological theses vhich contributed
to thc Romantic movoment, onc could, as an alternative, end I'm going to, tokc a linc straight
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through it md eoy that it ropresented a new asscsement of humen personality, a nev of
sceing things, the ancrgence of sometling we novw cal l sclfwexpression, thc aacrgence oi o
Proncthonn vicw of man ~s being in conflict idith the universe and in conflict very often vith
himsclf, and of the iden of this conflict as a productive forcc. I don't fctl much confidence
nt the idea of anyonc including nyself nov bdng competent to conduct 2 full-scalec predictive
annlysis of the changes wiich ve arc having take placc in oursclves today, but wc can take a
ling through thoge in the same wy ond say that, ot the herrt of the notv change in the .
focling of 1life, thore ie, I think, an issuc of finding wys, within the culture, of achicving
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a viable marrin ¢ between our hearts md our heads. It is o mottor of attonpting to fin d an

cmotionnl technolosy as sophisticated as our present ontlmeiosm for manipulating naturc. And
that would, of coursc include both vhat e call scicncc ond vhot wve call politics. :




' I don't wont to discourse here on vhat's been cnlled "future shoekM™, The point I think
18 that we, like the nen of 1790, beset by an cnormous nunber of simultancous processes -
1:ft>0<>a.utse vwhen sccu..ar changes in socleoty do come, thcy affect coverytiing, froax music to decency
.wa.ws and rond ’cz"f:;nspor‘b' fac:i.li tiecs - and 1n findinz that ve .have to live the changes before
€ Can understar. thom - vhile understanding thom -« we are forced to grasp at "relevance',
Ideas 0:.E' relevarnce differ - if you arec o gencral, that may be relevant to you is that people
have quit obeying orders; if you arc a South Amcrican peasant, what is rclcevant is that you
are stz.w,rving 2ad your vife has a baby a year. Students I think rightly dissent from vhat
gfaflcmlchdoﬁil find relcevant: ctudents ‘thom..sclvos nay not personally be starving, but not
aving T}ud e to get hardened into vhat is cuphomistically called realism ond responsibility
the?’ 8till seem to nourish the quixotic idea that other people's starvation ie their '
busincss, wacrcas the ncademic is often morc vorried that stendards of scholrrship are changs
e .In o scnse, both of them arc righte I don't think that any concerned audicnce will ‘
nind if T £0 beyond the immediate relovanci cs, although 1 think e should agrec on them, and
2?3' :°° bC gin the task I ncentioned, of sceing vhat is hoppening,in just two contexts only J
: flgﬂ harppen f:o.be relevant to ne because I practice thcal, politics and hunan blologys This
© bouncy to divide up the talkk I'm giving but I think it's necessarye There is a2 historical, ]
ar_c}thro‘_‘:;ological and biological tackagc, as it werc, -hich, thcough it can't embrace the whole |
Ol o Imdical change in a'nrcness vhich algo includes industrial, cconomic and cndless other
mattcas, can go some wmy tovards that. The Morxist package, of coursc, in fact, has attonpt
in The hands of people likc Marcusc to include all of theoe thingse. My packnge isn't quite
the: same ut you mey be able to couparc thems A change in sensibility alonc, cven if it's
Waderstood, doesn't cutomatically of course nake itself politically effcctive. IT doesn't
duarantee Blakes as agninst Robospicrres, and it docsn't preclude disasters like the &
Napolconic wors in favour of rclatively successful prejects like the founding of Jeiferson's
+ United Stotes. Lll of these things arc in the balance, and to add tc tham grave physical
dangzers not imnedintely related to our purposes, or cven our idcology, but rclated to the wy
in thich ve have conc to live, face us both from inadvertence and from errors of judgmente |
Those problans fncc all socictics, Marxist, Copitalist or ancrchist, and they'll go on doing
so. We have to ack thether politics, including rcevolutionary pclitics, as ve've alimys
understood them, are capctoent to deal rationally vwith these threats, cven vhen the naturc of)

the Neower World and ite ppidelines are knoin and understood. |

TWe have to rcmenber, first of all, that the last culturnl rcovolution tock place not only
vithout bencfit of Marx and Froud but coven vithout bencfit of Darwin. Any ncv chan;c now in |
sonsibility begins -ith o concept of Mon as the substrate for any sort of historical biology
we undertake, vhich is vholly cdifficrent from any in the past.

T *vmnt you to inaginc a page of the local telephone dircctory, and I want you to imagin
that the nomes set out there arc those of your ancestors - father, grandfather; great grond-
father, and so on, in crder, assuning you kncw thom. The bottom of the first column would
ake you back to the Bronze Age, and the bottoa of the first page would take you back into
foirly romote prehistory - about the beginning of citice, say 10,000 B.C. It would take
probably between 50 and 100 pagce to account for the vhole of human history, derending on
definition of humanncss, but alnost the cntire history of city culturcs would be subsumcd by
he nones on one pagee The cntire sciontific and techmological revolution would be coverced .
by the first six to ten names = say 250 yearce

Tow iar any scnsc of that timescalce ic comon property I don't know. What is signi ficax
is the proportion of human fomoative history during which therce rust have obtained the
virtually unchanging and highly conscrvative conditions of an existcnce probably very like
that of the Kalahari bushnan or the Australian sboriginc. hat is the context in +hich at |
least the ovolutionnry, ar ageinst the socially-scquired portion of cur humon programte wes

. writtcn.

If accordingly o humon biologist vishes to divide socicty intc epochs, thoy won't be

+ those of the cultural historian - like the Bronze Age, the Middle Ages, or cven the
They +dAll be rclated to some of]

Ronai scence and the Romentic Movenent widch I tolked aboutes
the sane nensurablces, such as attitude and technology, but in ruite o different tinme

distribution.

We can foirly cosily obscrve the growth of humon physicol tcehnology in matters like
firc, tools and pottery. Thecuc are the general meterinl, after all, oi archcolosy, but
biologically speaking they aren't zcod criteria of humonncess becausc apes noade tools and thg
could conccivably have made firc. Of the two hunan narkers, unfortunctely wc can't get an |
anthropolezical rocords or an archeclogical once One of these is language - discurcive
longuase, I neoon, cxpressing conceptse And the other is the technology chorocterietic of
man, which hag oxerciscd nogt of his talcnts over 90% of hir prcbable history, cnd that is
technolosy cof the ecmotiong. The finding of mcre artefacts dicun't itentify o level as
hunan tdith certainty. Grave geoods, hoviever, or cvidence of o ritunl custon, such ae circund
cision, or the discovery of art, do identify is as hunen.

In foct the people wic now deseribe os prinitive, in that thce technology they have 20t

at the physical lovel is crude and hos extronely little pover of altering their cnvironnen
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y - in proportion to posscss emotional technologics of ext L sti ] ]
. logics extrene sophisticationsrclating the
133.%1V1dua{ %o other hulans, to aninals and to insninato objects. L4 largeupart of prim::"cftive X

tine and inte}lecttml cnergy, vhicl is probably no differcnt I think in quontity or in kind
from our owm intellectual cnergy, 1s snont in activitics vhich belong explicitly to this
technolopy and only incidentally to practical things like hunting ~nd crop-groving, or neking
pottery - the activitics I'm talking - dbout are those "¢ call religious or nagicals And that
is a technology vhich our present cultarc hos virtually lost, and vhich it can't of course
rcvive in the same form. I have argucd clscthere thot we have no technology of the enotions
vhich can copare vith the volume and richness of that traditional to Man over that very
long pretechnical periods What we do have, however, arc the prograrme cards -hich arc
responsible for the spructurcs cxpressed in that technology, including thosc vhich detcrmine
that at one or another lcovel v necd it

| With the vogue for structurnliem in describing hunan bchaviours, the biclogist I think
is bound to be interested in asking how far the structurcs vhich nan nokes reflecet those
whi?h he has inside hin, thosc built into the generating systan, the human braine There is
obviously o fcedbacky, or rathér a resonnncc, betuecen the structures e make ~nd the etruce
turcs we have in here, vhether we lock at a hunon artefact, and vhether that is 1itcrature
or socictys I don't intend to pursuc herc the analysis of archetypes to vork out vhat -0
have in the block boxe We do in fact have the possibility of oxternalizing these structures
now into anothcr black box, thce computer, -ith vhich one cen hold o dialosuc, rathcer lilkic
the “ay onc can sce one's ince in a nirror, but I'm not going to go inte that here cither,
My point ic that the loss of this anotional technolozy, complementery to cur sceio- )
nocurclogical past and present, is inmportant, and <ic arc only just caiuing to reccogni-ec it as
we losc the Victorian conviction that ¢ arce the grectest and that we are here to cducate
the savages vith railronds. | |

The locs, in fact, is due to, or has acconponicd curiously cnough, the conteaporary
scnse of realityy In crdcer to develop the sciontific and ompirical nethod, on wiich the .
whole of our technology stands, it ms nceessary to arrive at o cultural stance in which we
didn't put domm snallpox to devils or belicve that woodpecker's beaks would cure tcothache.
We are just beginning to sce that those "primitive" fommulations possess n neaning, but for
the project of control over the physical cnviroment, vhich is the deal vhich hns nade our
lives in sonc respect ot least less nasty, brutish and short, it is not the nost reclevant
Neanse The Aborigine in fact does scparatc those tio meaningss he docsn't confuse the
Great Ancestral Scrpent —ith real snnkes, and he doecsn't ;o lock for its bones like o
Fundanentalist, bocausc cnc belongs to the daily life and the otlicr onc belongs to the
Droonn Tiriee Our prosaicisn wns nccessary for o certain sort of cultural progress, as well
as for 4 ceortain sort of personal integrity, but very carly on it is intercsting tc note
that cur religious belicefs diverged from the psychologically cffective pattorn of rcligion
by the wmy theoy got nmixed up and contoninated vith historicity = ocur Christ is o real person
vho physically rosce from the dead and he was tangible vhen he had done so; cven a deeply
symbolic rite like the cating of the flesh of the God hod to be liternlized into physical
transubstantiation, and there was o vholc cpoch of piilosopy vitiated by the attoupt to find
an intelligible scnse in vhich bread could beconie flesh vitheut chrnge of outvard form, a
type of mistake in respeet of categorics vhich I'm quite surc no aborigine would lheve nodes
he would have understood the rite but he wouldn!t hove recguired the literalisi. From that
point on rcligion tonded to becaic not so much of the Dream Tine, os objeetively untruc,
loaving us with no valid technolcegy, at all, c¢f fecling to replacc 1t |

My point here is that litceralisn ims csscntinl for the ancoulsition of rcnl control
over naturc,  since magic acts not on naturc but on moms.  The over=dovelopnent - the
hypcrtrophy - of this part of the human potential has lceft us without an cnotional technology
vorth the nonce but still in posscssion ofthe punchenrds vhich requirce it, and vhich tend To
crupt or obtrude at all nommer of pointss o good cxample, I think, cur fathcrs made mochinces
to pull trains, in the steam-locomotive, but they found they had created nminieccities vhich
had attributes of ausustness, scxuality ond personality, and the like, things that arc ,
usunlly progromned into idols or ancestor-figurcs. Ve nount the cxploit of physical
tcchnology par excellence whoen wc go to the noon, and v find that ic arc rcpeating in.
dotail the leading cxploit of the cskimo Angpkok, right dowm tC rioting vith mother vehicles
in gpace ond clinbing to the ncon on o 1adder of orrows vhile habited in o nogic nosk -
oven the countdotm has cchocs of the proliminary drumming. It would have becn cheaper to
scnd an Angnkok - he vould have done it in fontasye But 1i ycu s ut the door they come in
the vdndovis, :

Parnllel wdith this loss of cmotional teehnologyy the cxpericncce of fighting agninst
archctypal thinking in order to get some proactical rcoults (vhat Gc.xston Bachclo.,rd has
callced thinking agpinst cur brains) has given us o civilization vhich has got just 0.8 riuch
ar0ticnal petential os cur cncestors had, but dtho totally rcificd anc psoucj.o-ratlom,l
onvironnent in thich to cxpress it. I think onc hns 10 ask cnececlfs is, for instancc, .
New York city the proctical product of technology, the rotional nammadce .cn\.ri:.conmon't, or is
1% eimply the reification of all the material in cur mincs, vhich the primitive deals vdth
less conerctely and possibly - though I den't want to dig up tho Noble Saovage, ond e
should nced be priritives to khov this - nore sc';ps:l.bly‘? Arc our p?ysa.ca‘l s1ruo’curcﬁ not
untitting counterports of Lovy-Strouss-type cnotl onnl structures which -ould be ruc
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+better dealt vith linguistically or cceromonially - ond, if so, vhat about cur political and
our scicntific structurcs?

. If we gp back now to that I said obout the division of hi stery into c¢pochs, bascd on -

! f:xt I'll call big human biology (by vhich I mecan the in-depth varic s vhaich covers coverys-
thing from ccll chenistry to coaparative religion and primate oxiging we have a cholices you
arc probably familiar with Julion Huxloy's division of ovelution into stages - the random,
tl}o organic-gchetic, the bchavioural, and the cultural (the so-called nocsphere), cach with a
diffeorent time-scalcs The some scans to go sithin human history. The primitive had little
Or no capacity to nodify his cnviromment by his own technology, but he had a vast technology
of feeling devoted to0 cxpressing his relrtionships to it - he oxpericnces intense foedback
fron it; o kangnroo, for instance, mustn't be killed as if it verec an objecet; onc had to make
Obcisance to the spirit of kangnroos. One ocught not to insult rockss Aycr's Rock is not
merely o striking object in Australia but it is o gonerater of structurcd rclationships, in
the same wy that o cothedral ns to the medicval peasant. The aborigine, in other '.;‘.féx'ds,
con't control things, but hc tends to relate to things and to animals as if they were people.

Our civilization, on thc other hand, has virtunlly boundless capacity to dircet intcre
ference vith nature, ond is in fact appronching the capacity to modify some of the last
inaccesslbles, such as human aging or the wenther, the last of these by inndvertcence if not
by designe It oxpericnces virtunlly no fcedback at all from all this, and tends to cxpericnce
things totally as things. In contrast to :ur hypothetical primitive, we tond t0 treat people
and animals, as “cll as the caviromment, as things.

: I've cversimplificd this anthropologically, I know, in tcrme of noble savages and s0 on,
in ordcr to point the naturc of the change which I think we do face at root: and e can sco
in so doing vhy it is cuch o big change, vhy it's more major in sealc thon the Rennissance
.perhops or the Romantic Movaments If I om right, a change of this kind, a cultural-historical
one, is going to coincide with g.rovolution of the arder of that vhich, for cxample, rcplaced

foadgathcring ith agriculturc.e The point is that scicncc hos paid offs objective cmpiriciam
is thc greatest humen intelleetunl discovery for the purpose for thich it tns intended,
nomely thce testing of objective fact and the cxeclusion of man-nade structurcs - cven if we
Perccive the printout in torms of thosc structurcse It has paid off doubly in that wc can
now moke the structurces in our oom minds cobjectively visible. Vhether Froud wme right or

o
vrong in detoil, his great discovery stonds - that luman irretionality is not random but
pattorned ond systomatic, it has structurc ond cascquently con be read back ad comprchended.
P}‘imatclog, antliropology, linguistics and dopth-psychology all fall into lince 1f sanc of
nom suficer from bad scicnce now, that vill pass; this, ratiwcr than the kind of onc-cylinder
narketercsecorcir sociology which dissident youth in England so rightly abhors, arc the rcal
social scicnces, and they arc biclogically bascd scicnccss

LJ*

to think. We have the problem of combining the twee This is o basically ceicntific task,
very far ranceved from ony roversionary nysticiaoa, vhich is just as likely to be Nazi as to be
cnlighteneds All of the concerns vhich moke up the new revolution tend in this dircction.
Even computer scicnce, though it's based in hardvarce, contributces herce he introduction of
foedback froa things is in fact the differcnce betbieen mechonization and automg,"ci Ol The
artist today feels feedback from his materials and partly lets 1t maniulatec hin instcad of
him manipulating ite We sonec the nced of feedbacl froan our caviromcent, we sensc the nced
fa treating things narc as if thoy were pcople, at preciscly the noment vhen brainlcss
cxploitation on onc hand and talented and cngnging nuts like Mr. Buckmin stor Fuller on the
othor hand threaton us vith a totally man-nade enviromment - a disaster, wbich, glven cur
prograrming, could very well be total for Man. We have learned to usc scicnec as o protcectiva
‘suit, vhich, you put on for thinking purposcs. "¢ now sce pathological fantasics, proper to
the wargods of the Drean Time in days vhien vwe luckily couldn't cnact then, being studicd
"objeetively" by sccnario planncrs, and “ic recognize the nced to gg;ot out of t.ae.c‘projcoctlvo
suit and ecpjoy, if not prescrve, cur skins., I think the nudity of tl;lo young today 1s o
gosturc of great symbolic nccuracy. At one ~nd the sane tine, C’Llr.dl sc'gLr.s:LVc.c::ﬂ,j(,u:zcn.ch.J:L:w,s1
just about caught up 4 th the structurc of cur minds, as the i:r'ro,tlonalltlc:fs inhcrent in that
structurc hove caught up i th our supposcdly practical purposcs - not just in the Bom'p, but
in our citics, ocur so-colled growth cconomy, cur cnvircmment, cur populsation, cur attitude
towmrd our fellows, and our capacity to tolerate o steady state ¢f accclerating clmngo“(tlmt
isn't o contradiction) -4+4h A mental cconony irograrmed criginally for o near-zero rotc of
socinl change por lifetimee I think it's o wonder e arc o8 Sanc as UC alCe

To oversimplify esgoin, the primitive apparently knew hoiw to fecly and e have learned how

i

I think vou will scc that all of the concerns of the Great Change arc subsumed here, ove

i L don'y ol';w.borato then - onarchism instead of authoritorianien, the spacc- ship ceonony
instead of the consuncr socicty, ccology, the lote Thesc arc concerns, or idcologics, not
realizaticnse In a tolk like this we have to assune that we'll pull th:po?gj}, a6 vic have
almys dones I think that that ics probably truc, nd that the ¢hift vhich is coming vdill be
coing up o step rather than falling dotn a holc. o5 soric of us fcar, Unf ortl.lm.to.ly, .horo is

. the noy factor of time. We don't have the tinmce o reforn our institx.x’cl..ons. Ingtitutions
depend o bit on the lifcespons of incducable pcoplcs EVgry rong d?CJ;Sl oré ngrlc%hprogg%tcghgf
next tventy yearse And this con be o peint of noximum AoNZCTe Wetve gCt now e P
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the last century, if nct of the Bronzc Agey and for reasons connected vdth the deuocratic, or.
L should perhaps more accurately call it, the show=biz nethod of sclecting candidatcs fer
officc; for our cholce of pricritics modern knovlcdge might as well not cxiste We don't, let
1¢ rciteratey; neced o rovolt agpinst reason, a return to Ged, a revival of magic, or any ‘
brand of right -« or left-vwing Jungion populisme Ve ncoed a return to reason in cnotionnlly
literatc tems - Minspircd by love and guided by reason® vng Bertrand Russcll's formmulation,
though actually Russcll hnd very little scnsc of the unconscious and the nccd to unravel its
Me thing wiilch stands nost solidly in our ey of that is cur obsolete socinl organization e
m organigation which has learnced nonce of the insights ve arc now lcarning, and, in fact

o

rejects them wdth its tholce being.

We live nov vith political theory formulated in the last change of style, by the
Romanticse And I think, though only somce of than realize it, s¢ do most rcvoluticnarics,
10wever viell-intendeds They have practical insights, but they are fossil insights, vhich
>xploins thelr defensivencss agninst shat they somctimes call rovisionis: and most other
people call progrcss, : |

But lct nc just concentrate on our oim culturc's hongupse Much of the 19th century was
occupicd in a decbate beticon twe theorics of Man, the Utopian (vhich argued thoat he was -
naturally sociable, and he ne only corrunted by institutions) and vhat I'11 call the vdld-
winal theory (vhich argucd that Mon is o savage vho is civilized only by the cocercions of
Law - propounded by other savages, it is trucy, but depending on the conscnsus cffeect to make
Lt an inprovonent over the free-for=all thich vould result if there veren't any kecpers at
all in the cagen). owever much thceoe may have helped to rationnlize the worriec of 19th
century hunanc faced with the need to adapt to inductrialimm, social revolution, clace 2
struzrle, the tvo theorico both cpenk in catesorico vhich, teo ny mind, arc quite cbsolete
for modern biology and anthropclosy. It is the muddle generatcd by this obsoletencoss vhich
coanec through in the "ounnory iscsue to vhich all isouecs of the day come" as Milton Mayer :
called it - that of obedicnee to the so-called rule of Law.” Notr T don't sugzest that ro-
categorization 1ill nagically reconcile the demands for lav=ond-order 1ith thosc of the
protcstors (vho point rishtly to the cnormitics vhich lavennd-order commonly maintain de
facto)e In fact it nay well be that such a reconciliation viould remove the polarization
vhich conventionally cparkes goeinl chanse in our socicty, the conventions of reform and
revolution (this, of course, is Marcuse's worry over roprecmive tolerance)e It certainly
Wnderlies the overt guxicty of overy liberal that the rigidity of authority might niver and
not prove rigid cnough to naintain a scrviceable head of progresgive steam. Tac zoint ic
that the gnme of reovelution/status quo md individualism versue suthoritarianien is o social
convention, widespread as it has been in hictory. It iec not the only ascrvicenble sceial
corvention, nor is it the only playable came. It nay in fact be difficult te the peint of
impracticability to persuadce a culturc accustancd to the rulces and useses of Colleze football
that (o) cricket and (b) soccer, vith o sphorical ball ma no handling or blecking, arc
Playablc and cnjoyable - in vhich casc the convention ic nredictively justified. Waere
biclogy, anthropologsy and thce like could help is in preventing the assumption that the chcice
0f Collcge football is an inherent atiribute of humen naturc rather thot o cultural choicce

It might or misht not be profitable, and it nay not yet be visc for lack of knovledge,’
to start the discussion of the origins of the State from prinate duminonce behaviour, baboon-
ery as 1t verc, though vie could perhnps start it from human family-structure, tvhich is, as
Hoxrvey Wheeler recontly pointed out, the point ot vhich the rulce cof the overt-social gome
arc lcarncd. Early Morxiste did unfertunntely attaupt this but o contury ahend of any
accurate kncvlede cither of primates or of coursc of Froud, vho hineclf kncw nothing about
Prinmatcs. Enough to say that there arc notwi cthological and poychornnlytic studies vhich
don't cane into the volitical theorist's ficld of vision ~nd ousht to come theres All I
wnt to say herc is that the natural history of the bechaviour vlidch we sce in nodern
socictics locks te o biologist or an anthropologist very differontly from the vay it looks
0 n liboral conetitutionalict talking in the sort of tems vwich would have becn faniliar
to Rousscau - just as chanistry would lock pretty odd today to saucbody +who wnlked ocut of
the leeture just aftcr Mendelycove Not that the constitutionalist is practically wwrong: old
style metollurgy vork: firc, without knowing the pericdic tablce But no chanist likes t0
limit bimsclf to it, and nci technologics can alter it overnisghte

| —

In fact, wcfve run head—-on intc all the never insights ot the peint vhere thce old ones
pinch oute The swmary issuc I supposc, zocs back to Plato: authority could be quite &
differont fcrce, and it could be much more like the nccessary and nornating hand-rail agninst
our vorser selves, if it wore rational in its cxpressions. If it werc sueh a hond-rell, it
wouldn't be onc of the nain contanporary gencrators of socinl and military abuscse Now 1
supposc you can arguc thot My Lai or Czechoslovakia represcnt only the agrressive drives of
individunl Ancricons and Russiang anbodied by Authority (though this scans quitc untruc, and
if it vere truc it would drive n sizeable holc in the hond-rail theory)e 1, faoct, it looks
as if, not only in the contanpornry situation but in history at lorge, the mo:;al posthure
of govermmonts hos been wny behind the private morality of oll but the mosE digturbed cf
their subjccts, and bchind that, incidentally, of the individual naibers of the govcr{zmcnts
if you ‘b?,lk to than privately. Hitlcr or Napolcon, or thce Mambers of The Supranc Sovict,
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vere and are, 1'm sure, privately at lemst tolerables It is lighly arsuable thiether their
private aggressions have been "coged in" by the State; it looks much more as if they've been
glven pemission to express thanselves irrationally through it. Tully paid-un psychopaths of
various kinds are as unrcpuleted in their private contacts os nmembers of ruling groups are in
their public behaviour (and they tend by definition to be the people vhom Authority foils to
nomiate in the interests of public policy and "tolerable behaviour™), istorically speaking
the fact scens to be that Authority (*-..he’chor royal or dictetorial, Marxist, capitelist or
democra'bic) consists of those possessors of psychopathic drives vho are cunning or powveriful
enoush to embody their least-tolerable oimre intc the public posturcs of society; or olter-
natively, of course, that the possession of authority reveals stores of spychopathology in
those vho,; as private citizens, monage to sit on thems Both are probably truc. Ve nay be
vrong in thinkins, as democracies do, thot people ho actively voluntcer for office and are
chosen more or less at random are less undesirable or more representative thon those chosen
strictly at randaax or by accident of birthe As Dan Berrignn soid recently, "I never expect
decent action from o great pover vhether it be a Church pover or Stote pover,™

The leading practical problem is for us, hovever, that at o time w en size and rate of
change in society make rotional orgonization absolutely essential if ve're going to avoid
disaster from things like overpopulation or pollution and all manner of other practical issucs
e have first an educated public thich, having learnt to take decigions on a vider range of
nmatters than ever before, rightly dononds to be consulted; secondly, the virtual certainty
that those tho volunteer to control, for ecxemple, our rgproductive behoviour, wdll do so
almost wholly for unconscious or psychopathological reasons, and will do it, 1f permitted,
stupidly, tyrannically and irrationally; and thirdly, we hove no time thatever to0 play around
because, by adopting as our wny of life o stable state of continmuous change, vwe have left
ourselves no tine, tvhether vic are radicals or conscrvativess Ve have ~ccordingly o society
which cannot act rationally, both because of th~ pgychopathology of goverment and because it

.
has ot no time to do the necessary planning cven if it werc rational.

This brings me to a leading: feature of govermmcent in humon socicties, its duality of
action, There havc bcen three characteristice of ~overnors in all doveloped humoin socictieSs
The first igs dominance bchaviour and sclf-intercst - that's com. rchensive enoughsy before vwe

knock govermient, vie should reccognize it in oursclvese The second arc orgnnizational diaties,
Now in practice in denocracics the first and third - dornance and »lay therapy - usuvally fuse
For nmost rulcrs nov the vhole point of staying in officc is not that it confers the more
nomeal kind of oprivilege (vwealth, travel, voen, adultation, and the like, though of coursc
it does confer thesc things) but that it confers the third thing, the right to act cut unhine’
dereds And so for the lenst nomal and least normally-selfsceking mambers of any administrote
ion, dominance and play therapy tend to iusce

Jd !

In the past, play therapy ot the expense of socicty has been toleratede The cxcesses of
Kind Henry VIII or oven Joe Stalin can be justificd by historians retrospectively on the
cround that the orgonizaticnal ad the nomative functions of a strongs King were worth paying
he price of o tyranny. All nmorality apart this is no longer true. Organization in o modern
society is increasingly the function of plamners, Vo cx hypothesli require goals.e Those
goals 1ill nommally be rotional unless the public or the zovermment rinke them othervisee Scey
the rowmards of boing o planncr or cven an indugtricl tycocn lic overthelmingly, for the sane,
in the saticfactions of purposive activity. In our society, and for top authority, serious
planning is ithdrain by delesntion to experts, leaving enly ploy therapy ond acting-out as
the main practically observable nctivity of govermmentse In this category, unfortunately, our
modern socioctics aleo include the cholce of nrioriticss SO =c spend cur money on geing to the
Moon, on providing minor Supermen vith their cutfits and prope, or hamstringing cocial advonce
in the intercsts of private ideology. The mechonisns aren't now but it's only dith the
present rate and scale of change that irrationalitics in planning have becoc not nerely
Miscrable and uncofortable but potentially senocidal for Mane -

In our socicty the practical decisions "which matter" are token by ad hoe experts ~hen °
they arc purposive. Only major decisions of dircction and choiccs of major socinl priority =
the choice betwecon moonshote and foed, for exanple, or betueen the devele ment or the cxploi-
tation of otheor countrics - decisiong +liich presumably in cur book don't matier and arc
uninportant, arc left to the play therapy level, of govermmcnts and of ‘remote corporation
boardss If -¢ talk about industry we might think, of coursc, that moncymaking -as of all
anctivitics the nost underetandable and vracticable if it vasn't the most lovenblece But if
vou rcditate on the differcnce beticen o salary of ¢4.0,000 and a solary of ¢100,000, orr still
nore beticen a fortune of FIM ond of $100M, you ill sce that this ien't renlly so. Money-
nakin: at this level, like political ambition, is o psychoanalytic problem; not o problanr of
simply human scquisitivencss, ond it is part of the negleet of unconscicus notives vhich
uscd t0 hondicap old style Marxisn that it wms dlling to go olong vith the idea of rati onnl
sreed, ae it tere, as the sufficicnt motive of capitalist organization. It isn't; that sort
of grced is not rationanl. Dominonce-bchaviocur in our society is something nuch less

. " ’ - pt Y 1 : 7 1 O : e
Bationnl than ncre avariccs = AN .f:,ccordlngly the sog\o-ad oreat body o;’ priorl ’gw,r decigions, the
comnereinl, ie also loft to the fiecld of vhat nre cffeetively play therapistse
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. lan has always lived -ith unrenson, but we can't live +ith both unreason and
Tapld change, Rapid change is , in fact, a new and unicue rule vhich has accidentally been
}ntrOduced into this gome by knovledge , because most human societies , vhether authoritari
iall or o en, change very little and very slovly under their owm moentum. It has , in fact,
been an adaptive function, as I was saying on another occasion, of chamans and inspired
psychotics to change thay discontimuously. The Yoruba have a Trickster God vho exists only
to introduce discontinuity into the rigidity of the squarer zods becausc vidthout him nothih-
would ever happen- the rain gods would rain and the +ar god would fizht and the world would
never chonge in any resrect. He introduces disturbance. The stability of the norm regardless
of vhat the nom maybe is frightfully general human characicr. I think we are  robably
programmed for ite- authority as a nomatin  force cxjresses it raother than causes it, and
and 1it's existence doesn't depend on authority, Rather it derends on our likng to know vhere
we stand. You sec it is bad in a primitive culture to make a new and better boat, not beca-
use the King or the Priest has avested or pathological interst agpinst, but because boats
are made in a particular wmt , as cverybody knows, and it is disturbing if not impious ,
ag. leads to no oo , to make one otheriise unless wne happens o be inspired by
Ancestor Spiritse Most of us likethingsto stay the way they are and we know theme Iiberals
( vho arc overtly commited %o whange ) would likethe situation of confrohsdition between
Refom and Estoblishment to remain exactly as i% woe in the 19th century- cxactly as old
Jailbirds prefer the old stylejail , vhere they say the wmrders arc "right bastards" to the
new style jail vhere they arc social orkers ( LI hecard this vicw forcibly expressed by
fellow prisoners on several occasions vhen I was in jail) They didn't like the warders you
could talk toy they liked the viarders that could tri. up on the stairs; and they said they
Vanted to slecp out their bird, they didn't want to »lant bloody cabbages.

Change in everything ms ado, ted as o pet by 19th century progressism vhien 1t
became falt accon 1li of technology. It was hard enough to control then , in all conscience;
fipough the old machinery , andthe new machinery of et¥lized authori Ty and stylized rcvolue-
tion ( vhore everyone still knew vherc lLie ns ;, ann d you went through this ballct of
Rovolution ad Establishment) wae institutionnlised to cope with it. But now that the rate of
change 1s of the order of a generation or less , and still increasing, thismochinery has
crunibled tooe There is a hig difference betwecen confrontations now and confrontations in
the last century, Kings , weknow, were often pathological cnouch andthey often killed
pcople, but , first of all , thoy couldn't kill cveryonc , cither through malice or through
preoccupation with private pathologics vhich nade them neglect to lom ad , sccondly, the
nunber of thtir subjects vho had special knovwledge and purposive prioritics was probably
much smaller- our nations now consgist largely ( and up to 25 percent in cases of a country
likethisone)of pecople who arc potential , project oricntated experts in differcnt ficlds.

" Onec cxpressicn oft is anthropologically cvident division in England at lcast
-1s between attitudes corrclating vith govermmental office ( the self styled hardlinc
enpirieian ) andattitudes corrclating vith knowledge ( educational and the psychiatric
views of society) These now constitute , foru us , two nearly distinct cultures , as
different as the Samoans and the Red Indians, betveen vhon comunication has been minimal
and is only just notr beginning. Thugs ( and I'm not knocking anybody Lere ) the attitude
of the average highe court judge in the past and that of the average educationallst towards
say, crime , are practically thoscof two different tribes. Inter-tribal dialogliedoes occur
but inter tribal hostility is pretty high, andthere are very few common assumptions between
the tribes. In general the attitudés of the authority -group are based on arrogant reject-
ion of knovledge, and thoseof the unofficial and project oricntated u-on the cqually
arrogont assunptiono of it , though occasionally in recent " permissive" refoms in Br:i.tain
for instance , legislators have actually been morc civilised and modern than the populists,
and have becen a vhistle shead of public opinion., This is perhaps o tendency we could encou

rage by education , though , first of alls, there is pecrsonality slcctiong one can voluntéer
which tribe one will join ; andthe judge minded subject becomes a Jjudge, not a pyschother-
aplst, and secondly, thc tribes nomate newcomers by the recel preasures vhich affect social
conformity; appbovale- secking and stotus-giving, forms of o crant conditioning. 1f one
+8 & liberal and a judge one must still play at being a judge, or be dissa proved, and if
if ong is a punitive individual twho somchow becomes & psychla%nst onc must pretcend that
one is " non-evaluative " or be an outsidere In neithcer of these cases docs 'authority!
in the amwdsting sensc do the nomating --- such phenomens, are better models of what
modifies Man than the 19th century model. |
: We have all been disturbed by this practical impassc of administmaztion and
popular; impotence, and administrative acting out, in the face of the expomential threats
to our tnviromment and survival. It may be these threats arc going fto have good effeet,
and resolve theproblem not by ecxteminating us but by substituting perforce project-
orientation ( vhich at the moment we've only scen in aggrescive contexts like wr) for
play therapy in office , ondthat , of coursc, is an anarchist solution. We think that cven
purposive rogues would be preferable as legislators and tycoons to fanatics, however mor-
alistic , or to the presoent pscudo -rational professicnal - after all a rcal villain ab
least carcs for his skin, vhile the austere fandtic andthe "rincipalled statcaman usually
hate overyone clsc as rmch as thcey hate and fear themselves . In fact, you m{x.oglt do better
dth the Mafia vhosc motives are at lcast intelligibly selfiche they'd hove far to§> much
sensc to wnstecnersy in building Dachau because thoy wouldn't get any payoff from it.
Then , how about the democratic process? A nond anarchist legnl theory reject
] - 2 2 ; ™ * g ; -~ J‘O . E - - >
, but decont society, I think , anccepte, the idea that in the donocratic society there 16
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an alarm button. Onc should go along vith society up to and even a littlc over the cdges
of one's conscicnce , and thereafter onc can ;ress the button and ctop the troin., The
penalty forimproper usc ish't specified; the propricty of button ~ressing depends on
pretty split sccond timing- if one does it and isn't justificd one may be rchabilitated
pos’chumously or not at all. depending on the machinations of the Gadercnes and the
Pardonable annoyance of cne's fellow comuters at thedelay o Gadercnes ( or as we know
call than,' pigs' ) have no busincss to maniulate Law in favour of their projects; it
is a fact of life that they invariably do , andit is a convention of all legrl systans
that the courte should prectend that they do not. It would be feasible $0 constitutionalise
theright of citizens to  ress the alarm button- you could appoint o Bribunc - OF an
Ombl'ldamn, or comisioner for Equit:, vho cmbodied the ressonable mans scnse of justice'
&:,m.nst that of Law but no state has had the decenéy or the harduhocod to appoint an eoff-
cctive onc ( it would be very unpopular in the sty , vhere many decisions are taken )
As o natter of fact the U.S. has gone further this vy than most in creating a Supremec
Court to vhich one can appeal. ’
This is the conventional, noneanatrchist , liberal democratic medel. Mang
Pecople arc werried to know vhat has gone vrong - vhy people are -ressing thebutton so
oftcn, ond vhy arc increasing nymbers of than wanting to get off the train altogether?
Bricfly ¢ I think , the ansver is that vhilcthe domocratie train is assumed to be going
purposively to its announced destibation , commuter opinion, backed by some pretty sound
intuition, now increasingly realizes first that the railroad compeny arc crooks, secondly
that the driver is o dangerous psgghopnth, atthirdly that the train isn't going their and
is probably headed for Belscn or Hire shima. Among young camuters, the cvidentially-
supported vicw is beconing sacvhat videspread if not geherals
: Therailroad byclaws remain unchonged in spite of the 4@ 1ltered situation
After all , piggory in office isn't nev - only now it is rcasonably ¢ cn , andunlike the
Piggeries of the past it has to deal with an cducated = and cven in tlaces like Spain or
» Russia, an increasingly liberal =Zcitzeist —-indoctrinated publice Pigs arcn't any
vorse than ever , but the public , as o resullt of the independence of mind vhich has
been generated by many factors, fron scicnce to modern educayion ( vighout vhich therc
wouldn't be any science) has started to recogmise that it won't tolerate them any longer
One nanifestation od ' scicnce ' ( o new one historically , for Man, I think) is the
objcctive consideration of scciety and its pretences, not only by occasional philosophers
but by whole publics. Mystiqucs sucl as Bivine Ri ght andthe Rule Of Law have had thelir
uses, not only in roofing durable piggerics , but alsc in moking for cohesione You °
raigaber Margorcet Mead oncce convened a eoamitdec on the Bthics of Impar ting Tneadght-
she thought it was dangcrously upsctting; I ghthcer Josh Ledorborg agreces vath hers
Even the most milleonariorist anarchists, however haven't yct seon vhat scans to be the
historical crunch 4, and 4 it's this in o socicty vhich by rcason of its rapid change,
now requires intensc and rapid purpogive orgnnization, accepted ' leadcership! is wholly
incompetont to orgoanizec onything but sclf intersted play therapy, ond the voeal and
cducated New Man to vhom thig orgnnisation has to be sold is rightly ungovernablce by
anybody and daiands to be consultede We haven't got-more pige than in the past, its just
that they arc norc dongerous’ , nobe incompetont to providebacon , and more tddely
recomised for vhnt they aro- in particular , as nanipulctors of the literal facadc of
law, where saic animale are more cqual than others , not as !' custodians of the rule of
Iow' from thich we all benefite If we do ever benefit, it is no thonks to tham , beeause
in their book the rulc of law is strictly for the birds. It is interesting to note
that in Britain it isnow oxaaplificd by vhat appears to be o richt wing racist nalden
lady vhosc namc is Laura Nordcre
In this sctting , for liberals of the cold schocl to telk about world
soverment is , to my mind , mercly irritating it could mean only bigger and better
Mafiosi scting in collusion ( as thoy do now unofficially) instead of in conpettition.

Aftcer all , one Capodi Mafia may be better thon puliiple loeal goons , as a king s
better than rultipleorobber barons, but only marginally. s0, and he is really hardly a
¢ custdbdian of vhat we all wiant thesc days.

Such skepticiean g we sce nbout ILaw isonly lacking in this kind of
preeisc statauente As vith the legnl iddn of the roasonable nan , this o sphere vhere
feclings count « Now, I think it leade to o congpiratorial as agninst o political view
of history, but I makc it clcar that this in itsclf is o covenicnt empirical conventiong
it docen't represent o truth , it rcepresents o predictive analogy like the clectiic
fluid or the Evolutionary Danons Now I forrmulatcit like thisg it is not historically truc
that Parlianent or the Congress is o body of unprincipled bastards acting vith the sole
object of cxpressing their personal character dcfects, feathering their ncsts, swindling
the rest of us 'and staying in officce It is not truce Many arc as adnirable individuals
s we arce But if vie assunic that it is truc, we shall 99 tincs out of a 100 prcdict how
they will acte It is o corollary of thig that any Bulc of Iaw, howcver lovingly designed
is coing to be abuscd to perpetunte porcinity ihicncover and vhercver possible, and thc .
e will corie vhen it's going haveto be nilitantly resisted « Indeed, the vider the
less principled and the morcintuitive the resistance to Authorityl is 1 he norc 1i1$oly
is a driving - back of the fronticrs of porcinity andthe cxtension of thosc just and roas
onnble behaviour. You can call it Bonforts law, if you like , that one deserter 1s worth
ton conscicntious objcctors, and onc nutincer is worth ten dscrters. Of Coursc populi sm

can be wrong, and it con be horribly vrong ( and pigs loaothe to scc thelr kin dorie fail,
have o oy of putting thausclves at its head, as Hitler dund and Enoch Poucll is trylng
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15133'1&11? ftzc" gg et Bm.te;:tn, wicthor 1t be cxasporated or revolutionary, to found now styles
cront personncl) But you know ,populien |, dangerous as it often is ,is no more
and uSlml.];y less often , destructively wrongz thon ostablished autheritye Wars are comoner
'*nd nore Zothal than lynch nobs,though both are bade Its up to us tc make life for futurc *
;o;]ﬁr:g Egt on_:l.y. IL'I:s’cy and brutiéh but. cshorte These sre ri :fsks we have to take if welre go
cOLng o go on bailng hunan , I dont' think that old style liberals = thoy arc pacidic , and
» 1f they'll forgive ne, 19th century sculse realize the stokes or take cnough of tho
ricecessary 71 skSe

| - The now nen of 1800 werc ungovernable by Divine Right. Whon they founded
the new countrics that ws their position, The new nen of 2000 are going to be ungovernable
r?{li?}{gnof" though the goverments of the old style world, finding the old style oracles of
WAGRARS 1rst and violence after no longer work,’ arc still trying to wvork ocut vhat cxac tly
has hit thai, Optinally , thesc new nen arc inncredircctcode ot tworst they are confused and
destructive ; but in neither case can they be " governed" in toems of conventional play-
politics, And revolution is, in fact, at work in all purposive or projcct oricntated ficlds
together, cven in the most unlikely placcs , in intermational dndustry , at least at the
exccutive and technological level, exactly as it is among the excecutive and technolosical
levels of the UeSeS.Re 4 as I know from quite a lot of contnct wvith thane Unlikely rovo-
lutionarics , perhaps , busincssmegn and cercer durcoucrats , yet insofar ae their concernd
are practical 4, they nuct repudigte traditional nonsenser, or they have to abandon
purpose altogether. And as nost of than are tryingt to do conethin: coherent, they choose
t0 abandon the nonsenses. That is revolution , the revolution towards resl —urpose and vhat
has been called "adhocracy". | :

It is also , in ny submission , anarchian, If the overtones of that word
hamper acceptance , I think that is partly because past anarchists themnselves haven't fully,
reallised the implications of vhat they are preaching. If you comit yourself to non - pat
~ernalistic 4 mon dircctive solutiong, in the way the modern pyschiatrist comits hinself

to non ~direcctive counselling, you camit yoursclf to a very total enpiriean, alnost a ;
non- ideaolgy. This in contrast to true classical ideological theories , such as Marxism, is
precisely what one is obliged to do in attenpting to apply scicnce; or rather , ideology
gets reduced to its barest bones - that we will mot tolerate authority for ité owm sake,or
use 1t as play therapy; we will not tolerate solutions vhich override minoritics or discount
%mo’ciona needs 3 we will not tolerate the irrational use of property , vhich is a special
ranch of powger, and furthemmore , that we will be heard , not killed off obediently as a
result of pathology,nisadventure , ob inadvertance. Well, that's barely an ideology, The
esscnceof anarchis: ; I think as it now appeare relcvant is in recognising that not even
the agnarchist's prefercnces nay be inposcde A non-~dircctive approachto social planning is .o
not fortunately , obliged to be theorctically consistente After Russian Marxian, after the
daiocratic attanpt to inpose bevdgged parlianentary $rcakcecrs on tribal African socicties,
vhat a relceif that isd There nay be some cases in vhich it is proper to delcgatc or votn
or have represcntatives, and their are cascs wherc it is not. Therc arc features of existing
social organisation vhich work, or which, if thcy do not work, arc worth kceping for
inprovanent ot for fecar of getting worsee Thope arc others which have to goe To ny mind,
anarchian in thigs scnsc is the only idcology vhich has room for the type of change wixich ve
arc likely acyually to observe in human hi story, vhatever our vishes nat be , and that is
the illogical mixturc of old and ncwe You may raxaaber that Bepublicans advocatcd an cnd of
the Crowme That theoy got in Britain ms a -dldly illogical coaprorisc in which the Crowm
and the Peers gere kept, vith varying success , to moderate the excecsses of the Comons.
We nay well end dth a nixture of gnarchism and donocracy or soicthing of the sort which
is very ill-pleasing for ncatness and very offcngive to ideologists but which is anpirically
justified becausc it has grom that my in rcpponsc to reasonable nceds and above all, the
overriding nced to make power subjcct to proteste That I think, is the hub of the thing
I doubt vers rmuch vhether ' revolution' in quotes , the changing of instithtions, 1s our
concern. If we kick out the govermment in London or Tgchingzton of Ottava we shall get someo=
thing elsc in its placce It could be en anarchist goverment , as Durrutti found out , and
we shall have to have further rovolution ageinst that, The propcr modality of changc 1s .
protcst and pcrsoanl resistance , rather than cocrcive rcovolution, Its.a netr di SCOVCTY for
urban and technological man, and it ray be a difficult onc for thc political- theorctical
nan vho likes things to be tidye. I think cxisting socicties wdill persist ingofar as they
find rncans of makin;; that protest cffcectives |

0ld stylc revolutioary anarchian has conc, I think?, to look irrcvalcnt

to tecchnological socictics preciscly becausc it's trying to be dircetive; it was trying yo
supply tha: vith beotter institutions to replace cxisting institutionss I subnit  to you. p
that that is not its job. It loscs the look of irrcvclancy to develpped socictics irmcede
iately it concentrates not *on ' rovolution® and prescription as such but on naking

PTrotest cffective = g role which wms going to be just as ncecssary aftcr any foresccable
rovolution as it was beforce I think you'll agrce that ox hypothcsl , a soclicty in which
all valid protecst was cffcctive would not require a revolution to rcfora it. I tThink

that our stylc of anarchian also subsunes a morc rcevolutionary tolecrancey; which is not
alwmys prescnte Protest isn't only the property of thosc vho arc right, or rather it :
isn't only the right of thosc vho arc left. If tho hardhats blane the h:i.ppios , the hg;_‘ﬂd—.
hats have their gricvances as well and thesc arc in fact just as Marcusian as urs, and ' ‘
they reflect , like ours, the fact that socicty is disappointing thaa , cven if they dgn't ]
sce why. Thc nalicious diversion by politicians of that malaise into virulent righte 1ing
populign is a rcal danger, but we only defusc it by undcrstandings .
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: As to institutions arc we in favour of thoi-or are we againetthen? Democracy, the -
'Constitiltion of thc United Statecs ,the Conetitution of the UeSebeRe =« I think that its
not that we're for or agpinst thom but that we now sce that they arc bound to be shans
lélcf)ll.os: thoy ia,re lwnadrc to function in sn%ri‘t a ﬂf‘ past.institutitmz‘-xl l::Lborgxls purpo?tod

intend that theoy hiould ;, by congtani and unrelenting cxtre - institutional r1ilitancy
o The consciousness of that nced is teoday gemuincely populary, I belcive, even whon it's
confuscds The rolc of protcst dn substance , as against paper revolution nay ,to ny riind,
be the leading political featurc of the ncw stylc.

Medeival English socicty was cuch nodificd and tanpered , not by the Rule of

Lavi, but.by ti¢ fact that pecasants were also cxpert archerse That situation passcd, but in
a scnge 18 roturnings The power of clephantine guthority has rcached a point at vhich it i
1s beconing less, not norce. Urban technological socicty is highly vulnerablec to popular
revolt and popular protcstse In Britein today we have a goverment vhich still talks as if
1t could beat a general strike by putting in niddlc class blacklcgs and troops.Well
niddlc class blacklegs could certainly deliver the railss; in 1926 General Strike in Britain
they could still drive trains. ot any more, not nodcrn trainses The world in vhich fogsil
socialists nationalizc things and fosgil torics ' drive the rnien to hecl( on the 19th
century nmodel, whilc a fosglil and dcconposing Forcign Scerctary concludes treatics with
Whitc african racists to safcpuard our naval prescnce in the pacific, is just about as dead
as Pharach's nuny, and it only nceds a pushe But tvhether it is any deader than the
traditional prcoccupations and mcethods of other countrics, East West , is to my mind Highly
arguablce ;

L ghort vay ahcad of all of us = and this gocs for Breozhnov and Kosygin as

d viell as for Congress and Parliamcent- there is a canyon vhich is getting closer, and we have

"puilt no bridges over ite On the other side is a rational world, so far as Man is able to

; inhabit once He is ncver able to inhabit a vholly ration,l oney, but he is ablc to inhabit
oric vherc he has a rationnl perception of his owm irrationalitys In that world we would
Nove a zorbe orowvth cnviromental cconony , vhere planning is injortant but includes
participation , where all the autonotllce are bullt likce Rolls Royces becausce they have
to be non-cxpecndable and arc brought or ronted like rcal cstatc. where tiierc arc no bigger
faster or noigier aircraft , and no’ fims go bust going overboard lookin : for them , but
where we have only optingl aircrofte updated jot cquivalents of the DC 3 if you like,
and ~herc research and develoment arec geared to judgaaent and thought , vith e motio nal
ingights throwm in , rather to up-and-over or paranolac technologys and vhere assa safety
rreasur in case any Hitlors or Ehoch Powells or Spiro Agnevws get any ideas ¢ there is a
nilitang , articylatc , and non-cocrcible public- non cocrecible beecause 1t 1s indispensable
to the conplex sort of life we live in. We've got a choice, and the choice is betveen
falling into that particular canyon and having to crawk up theother side , vhich is the
traditional way nankinds deals vdth these things , or hobefully, prcparing for the transi-
tion in as ordcrly and rational a nanner as vc arc ablc - and at least kecping the violencc
involved to o minirun. That is going to be difficult , simply because , all idcologies
apart, thepattern of lic we hove =~ frustration with incfficiency , crovding :dthout
socianlity, high input idithout cormunicatione is shorten.ng oub taupers, all over the
worlde That could be the ansier to Murcusow prosperity of this sort docsn't bring cven
netricions contenticnt 4 still lcss acqulcsonccs

Now e know very well the nw protest vhich I talked about cannbo irrational

and it can act out, too, but it has a currcnt of practicality on its sidce At lcast 1t
recogniggsns comventionnl 1iberaliean is only now beginning to recognizce, thtuniqueoncss bf’
the precise predicament, botween the nced for orgeniz ation and comscnsus and the built=in
ino apacity of curront govermients and institutions for rationalar organization, or for
percciving and nanagin: the irrational scnsibly, +hich is anothcr tas and cven harder onc.

2 A now politics of the envirbmicnt will not, of coursc nccessarily be ratiocnal ( its as |
good ga ground for dauagogucs and hostility as any other) but if its practical in toms of
solf intercst then it dll in turn, tend to rationality so far as that vithin the capacity

V of nane It is on rationality oducu%cd as to hunon cnotional natural history, paying duc

consideoration to the non rational side of 1law, that humon survival nowr depends- that, and

the rosistance of ordinary pcople to themilitant irrationalitics of socicty as we nov scce it

I thirk if thore is once ovolved human caharacter vhich might well prove
our salvation, sincc I8ve offcred fou solutions in. this lecturc and have nainly poscd

problars, that character is hunan bloodynindedness- the bloodymindedness vhich r.*-.o..c.io honcst
Jihn Lilburnc the Loveller , inventor of mass danonstrations and presenting petitions to
Parlismont and using the dock as a rotrun , all thetechniques of later revelutionarics, It
made hin ralark ' I think it a fouls chane to sit in a vhole skin whilc liberticsof :
England arc in peril ' Let us cultivatce that attribute 4 rationally ond inflexiblys; 1 think
as ruch as anything, our futurc depends on our prescnt cultivated capacity for ordcrly

disocbedloncce
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