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FIFTY PENCE

“A new form of
economic structure will

necessarily require a
new form of political
structure.”

Peter Kropotkin

Forget about Thatcher and Heath
THINK ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT!

he silly season has started with a
vengeance, with the slanging
match between the two ex-Prime
Ministers with overweight egos, and
with nothing to lose and only too
happy to bask in the headlines

One report has it that Mrs Thatcher
would turn down the job of Secretary
General to the United Nations when
the post comes vacant as not being

‘important enough’ for the lady.
Another report assesses at £5 million

favourable or otherwise for a briefhalf the possible advance on her memoirs,

hour. For influence they have none.
After all, both are ex Prime Ministers,

and so on. And Heath is credited with
the recent release of a British spy by

and both suffer from feelings of Saddam Hussein.

grandeur, which are encouraged by
some sections of the media.

Top Level
French racists

ne of the social effects of growing

unemployment is to encourage
the racists in our midst, and their
main target nowadays are not the
Jews but the coloured immigrant
workers who in the '60s and '70s we
were only too glad to have come to the
‘prosperous’ West to do all the dirty
jobs that the white workers wouldn't
touch.

In Germany, France and Britain the
racist Right are raising their ugly
heads confident that they will find
support among the growing number
of long-term white unemployed.

The latest disgusting example
comes from France where Jacques
Chirac, the Gaullist leader and Mayor
of Paris as well as past and future
Presidential candidate, told his
followers at a dinner of the RPR (Rally
for the Republic) of the ‘plight’ of a
French working man in a low-income
housing project living next door to an
immigrant family:

“... with a father, three or four wives, about
twenty kids, earning 50,000 francs
[£5,000] a month in welfare without
working. If you add to that the noise and
the smell, the French worker goes crazy ...
We don't reject foreigners, but there is an

overdose. If, thanks to the Socialists, we |

continue to allow everyone to enter and do
whatever they want in our country ... one
shouldn't be surprised if extremist
movements mobilise a majority of French
people.”

|

All good political gossip to distract
attention from the seriousness of the
economic situation in this country,
and what makes it worse is that the
‘advanced’ industrial countries are all
feeling, more or less, the effects of the
recession. So all talk of more
investment in manufacturing,
encouraged by a reduction in interest
rates; more productivity and lower
wage increases (except for top
management); and a successful ‘war’
against inflation, is just wishful
thinking. As anarchists have been
repeating ad nauseam productive
capacity in advanced capitalist
countries far exceeds demand. So it
is pointless to seek to increase
efficiency, productivity — and
thereby production unless
production is reduced by the

TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK IRAQ
Inside Information from an Uprising

eaders of Freedom who have been

dissatisfied with the official
coverage of the conflict in the Gulf will
welcome the following report, based
on interviews with Iraqi dissidents. It
comes from a highly recommended
pamphlet available from BM Cat,
London WCI1N 3XX or PO Box 3305,
Oakland, CA 94609, USA (send an
s.a.e).

When Kuwait was invaded by Iraqi
troops, there were protest
demonstrations in Iraq. Such was the
strength of feeling that the leaders
were for a time obliged to follow. The
ruling Ba’athist Party organised
demonstrations under the slogan: ‘No

| to Kuwait! We want only Saddam and

‘inefficient’ producers going to the
wall. And this means more
unemployed, and more unemployed
means less purchasing power for
them and their families which results
in more shops, office workers,
salesman, joining the unemployed
and the process is répeated once
again.

Both the Chancellor and the Prime
Minister go on repeating -that
things are ‘looking up’,! that the
second half of this year will see “an
improvement in the economic
situation” (the same thing was being
said a year ago, and the situation has

(continued on page 2)
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1. At the beginning of June, Chancellor
Lamont cited signs of a house building
revival — not confirmed by the building
industry — as evidence of ‘vague’ and
‘faint stirrings’ of economic recovery for the
second half of the year. In an article in The
Sunday Express (Thatcher's favourite)
Lamont declares that “this past week we've
seen some very good news indeed. Inflation
is clearly on the way down", and the.whole
article — “A war Britain must not lose” —
is all about inflation. We will refer to it in
the main article.

and Iraq!’ in order to head off anti-war
sentiment. With the dramatic rise in
the price of necessities — food prices
alone rose to twenty times their
pre-invasion levels — there was little
enthusiasm for war.

The Gulf war itself was ended by the
mass desertion of thousands of Iraqi
conscript soldiers. The mass refusal
to fight for the Iraqi state was so
overwhelming that not one allied
soldier was killed by hostile fire in the
final ground offensive to recapture
Kuwait. On their return to Iraq, many
of the conscripts turned their guns
against the Iraqi state.

(continued on page 3)



(continued from page 1)

continued to deteriorate — the politicians
count on the public having short
memories) though all indications are that
the recession is deepening as each day
passes and more and more workers are
being made redundant. The Independent
quotes the unpublished figures compiled
for the European Commission showing
‘Britain has the fastest rate of
unemployment in Europe”. What is most
significant is that the number of
unemployed men under the age of 25 rose
in the year to March by 36% compared
with a Community average of 3.6% and
an actual decrease in Western Germany
of 14.6%. General unemployment
throughout the Community rose by 2%
over the year compared with an increase
of 26% in the United Kingdom.?

In his Sunday Express article Mr
Lamont laments the fact that:

“Some people think that the Government has a
choice between inflation and unemployment.
These siren voices suggest that we should stop
paying so much attention to inflation and
should instead try to give an artificial boost to
output. They argue we should ‘kick start’ the
economy.

But that would be to repeat the mistakes of

the past. Recovery will come not from
Government but from the efforts of businesses,

entrepreneurs and employees up and down the

country.

British business, immeasurably stronger
after the successes of the 1980s, is well up to
the task. I have every confidence in the ability
of out industry to meet the challenge.”

Without repeating his now (in)famous
statement that “rising unemployment and
the recession have been the price we've
had to pay to get inflation down. That is a
price well worth paying”, he admits that
the government has no choice between
inflation and unemployment. We an-
archists agree with him but this is one of

2. The now notorious ‘Lawson spending spree’
which fuelled inflation and postponed the
unemployment spree we are now enjoying,
obviously exaggerates the differences.
Unemployment started growing earlier in
France and Germany and so the present rate is
lower that it would have been if unemployment

had been postponed with a Lawson-style spree
in the '80s.
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hough the Prime Minister made it quite

clear at the Tory old folks’ Welsh
conference recently that he was not going to
call an election this year (Freedom had told
him that he wouldn’t some time ago) the
anti-Labour Party campaign is actually
gaining momentum with-a typical dirty tricks
propaganda war aided and abetted by the Tory
Press. One has only to see the Tory front bench
performing (thanks to television) to realise
that gentle John Major is no more gentle than
his predecessor. But what is particularly
significant in the Tory electoral propaganda is
that it presents the Labour Party as an extreme
left wing socialist movement, when of course
it is regrettably neither extreme nor socialist.
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EDITORIALS
Forget about Thatcher and Heath

the many reasons why we wish to see the
capitalist system abolished!

Mr Lamont also admits that “recovery
will come not from Government but from
the efforts of businesses, entrepreneurs
and employees up and down the country”.
So are we anarchists not justified in
asking what useful purpose is served by
Government if not that of giving legal

Government figures released earlier this month
showed that the bleak outlook for investment has
been mirrored by declining output from UK
factories — now more than 5% down on a year
ago. And although almost 100,000 jobs have
been shed from manufacturing in the first three
months of this year, the weakness of demand has

meant productivity is 1.9% lower than a year ago.

status to the unequal society? His reply is
that “the Government'’s task is to create
the conditions in which the private
sector can flourish”. The “private sector”
is the profit-making sector — capitalism,
pure and simple.

he other ‘must’ for Mr Lamont is

Interest Rates. He congratulates
himself for a reduction of 312% since last
October. And he adds, “but I can only cut
interest rates further when I am certain it
is safe to do so”. It is interesting to note
that the Government which believes in the
Jree market has the power to juggle with
interest rates! Actually Mr Lamont takes
credit for decisions which in fact are
determined by forces over which
governments have no control. In his
article he doesn’t refer to sterling’s slide

of more than 10% vis a vis the dollar in

the past few weeks. Were he to reduce

The investment house Midland Montagu says it
expects a record borrowing requirements in
1991-92 in nominal terms, even after
privatisations. On current trends it forecasts a £9

billion shortfall this year, which would reach £18
billion but for the proceeds of privatisation.

That awful drip the Minister of Labour
Howard is a Newsnight television programme
tried to scare viewers by declaring out of the
blue that the Labour Party’s minimum wage
programme would add another two million to
the ranks of the unemployed. This smarmy
lawyer-turned-politician also warned viewers
that under Labour there would be commissars!
The Sunday Express (16th June) made its
contribution to this image of a Soviet-style
Labour Party with its Cummings cartoon.

The Tories are notorious for their dirty tricks
propaganda with the active support of most of
the national press.

And to think that they have the nerve to call
themselves democrats!

interest rates, large scale currency
speculators would transfer to more
profitable markets and the £ sterling
would slide furthe.

Mr Lamont was quoted in early June as

Of the 70,600 increase in seasonally-adjusted
unemployment last month, 25,100 was accounted
for by the south east where the total has jumped

by 275,300 to 614,600 in the past fourteen
months.

feeling “increasingly optimistic™ about a

United States recovery which would have
“a very big-impact on us”.® Again a weak
£ sterling would make exports to the USA
more attractive. Agreed. Since oil sales are
quoted in US dollars Britain's oil exports
will bring in more money. Alas! Since we
now import almost as much oil as we
export it won’t help. But it will affect the
price (upwards) of petrol at the pumps. It
has already! And of course our large
imports from the USA will cost 10% more,
SO one cannot expect an improvement in
the balance of payments. It should also be
noted that most raw materials are quoted
in US dollars on world markets, and as
importers this will add to the UK’s bill. Mr
Lamont assures his Sunday Express
admirers that:

“As the interest rate cuts we have made take
effect, people will spend more. And as spending
increases, business will start to pick up.”

As we have repeatedly pointed out, a re-

duction in interest rates does not affect

Unemployment will not fall substantially for
several years after peaking at about three million
before the end of next year, according to a report

published recently by the Employment Institute.

the majority of the people of this country
who anyway cannot afford to borrow from
the banks. A large proportion of people
paying mortgages will simply be less wor-
ried as to whether they can meet their
obligations. A record number of people
are six months in arrears with mortgage
repayments, not to mention the thou-
sands who have lost their homes because
they cannot afford repayments since one
wage-earner in the family may have been
made redundant or sacked. And last, but

3. He was wrong on this too. The US has just
published its trade figures showing a large
deficit!

ow many Freedom readers bombarded

by the media about hard écus, soft écus,
green pounds et alia, have bothered to consult
their French dictionaries to find out a little
more about the écu. What’s in a name?
Actually dictionaries can stimulate
imagination as dreary academic treatises fail
to do.

‘Avoir des écus’ according to the dictionary
means ‘to have plenty of money’, ‘a pot of
money’. ‘C’est le pére aux écus’ translates
into ‘he is rolling in wealth’. However, ‘Je
n’ai pas un écu vaillant’ means ‘I haven’t a
penny piece’. So écus means different things
to different people. The poor couldn’t care less
whether what they haven’t got are called
pounds, francs, deutschmarks, etc., orécus. So
why this public concern that if the EEC
Twelve adopt a common currency we shall
lose our sovereignty (we lost the sovereign
years ago: it’s all paper now)?

What sovereignty? Any currency which can
be traded on the money markets as a
commodity, which can be influenced by the
Gulf war, by recessions, by the possibility of
a change in government, and not just here,
how less unfree would we be in this country if
there were to be a common currency in
Europe?

-

YOU & the ECU

THINK ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT!

never mentioned by the Chancellor, is
that in the capitalist world there are bor-
rowers and lenders. The lenders, as a
result of the 314% cut in interest rates he
boasts of, are getting that much less to
spend. So what?

s anarchists we look forward to the

bankruptcy of the capitalist system
which will only be hastened by an active
opposition to it by its victims who are still
the majority of the people in all countries.
The alternative to this Tory government is
not Labour, Liberal, Green or any other
government. So long as the alternatives
offered are for a capitalist system with
some of the rougher edges smoothed over,
nothing will change between the haves

Car sales last month were down by 30.9% on
May last year as demand was hit by rising
unemployment and the impact of the budget,
according to the Society of Motor Manufacturers
and Traders. In the first five months of the year,
sales were more than 28% down on the same
period in 1990.

and the have-nots. The function of
government is to legalise and perpetuate
the privileged society. Anarchists seek to
destroy privilege and to encourage
co-operation in our day to day working
lives while retaining our individuality as
persons.

On Voting |
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oday money i1s power — the means for a
minority section of society to exploit the
majority — and the écu, if adopted, would not
change the situation. We can only assume that
the intention of the European Commission is
that eventually the écu will be the currency for
trade and travel within the Community but
that each country will retain its currency for
internal use. Or are we mistaken?

As anarchists we can see the usefulness of
money as a means of exchange. We
oppose it as a means of exploitation of another
person’s labour, or in order to gain political
power, which is the case worldwide today. As
a means of exchange should not the ‘money’
have intrinsic value — as it once did, in gold
or silver? If so then would these metals
become the drugs of a non-capitalist society?
Anarchists must try to be clear on these vital
problems of the alternative non-capitalist
society.

11 the protestations of Major and Co.

about the dangers to our sovereignty from
the proposals of a common currency are
simply nonsense. The money markets are
outside of all government control and fortunes
are being made every day by big-time
speculators, including the multi-nationals,
pension funds and insurance companies.




TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK IRAQ
Inside Information from an Uprising

(continued from page 1)

Religious and Nationalist Rebellions?
The western media have characterised the
uprising in the south of Iraq as a Shia
Muslim revolt, and the insurrection in the
North as an exclusively Kurdish nationa-
list uprising. In fact, both could more
accurately be described as working class
uprisings. Basra, where the revolt in the
south was centred, is one of the most
secular areas in the Middle East. Almost
no one goes to the mosques there. The
whole region has a long tradition of open
rebellion against both religion and the
state.

The nationalist parties of the North —
the KDP and PUK — are unpopular due
to the repeated failure of their
compromises with the Iraqi state. As in
the South, the Communist Party is
actually more popular. During the revolt
in the North, people were openly hostile
to the bourgeois policies of the Kurdish
nationalists. In the early stages' of the
uprising, Ba'athist officials and secret
police were executed, police files were
destroyed and the prisons stormed. But
in Sulaimania the nationalist peshmergas
(guerrilla movements) were excluded from
the city and the exiled leader of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), Jalal
Talabani, was prevented from returning
to his home town. When the Kurdish
Democratic Party (KDP) leader, Massoud
Barzani, went to Chamcharnal, close to
Sulaimania, he was attacked and two of
his bodyguards were killed. The popular

)
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feeling was that the nationalists were
interested only in looting.

Shared Interests
Faced with open class conflict, the vari-
ous bourgeois interests in the region had
to suspend hostilities and unite to sup-
press the Iraqi working class. The West-
ern ruling classes recognised that the
Ba’'athist Party, as a mass-based fascist
party, was the only force in Iraq capable
of containing the oil-producing working
class. The American government and its
allied clearly found it more convenient to
back the existing state in Iraq than to
engage in a prolonged military occupation
of Iraq in order to suppress the uprisings.
The carpet bombing of the fleeing Iraqi
troops on the road to Basra can be seen
as evidence for this. These troops no
longer posed a military threat; killing
them served only to preserve the Iraqi
state from mutinous armed deserters.
Following this massacre, the allied
ground forces, having swept through
Southern Iraq to encircle Kuwait, stopped
short of Basra, giving Saddam Hussein'’s
loyal Republican Guard the freedom to
crush the insurgents. All proposals to
inflict a decisive defeat on the Republican
Guard and to proceed towards Baghdad
to topple Saddam Hussein were quickly
forgotten. in the ceasefire negotiations,

the allied forces insisted on the grounding
of all fixed-wing aircraft; but the use of
helicopters, vital for counter-insurgency,
were permitted ‘for administrative

purposes’.

News from the Land of the Free

ohn Perotti, the IWW organiser and
J jailhouse lawyer, has recently been
transferred following a 45-day hunger strike.
During this protest his weight fell from 2401bs
to 1691bs, he undertook this desperate
measure so that he would either be released
from isolation or transferred to Mansfield. He
was transferred but is still in isolation,
although he had a greater degree of contact
with other comrades. His new cell is three
times the size of his previous one and has a
shower built in. He gets five hours recreation
a week, some of it in the open air. These are
positive improvements, the disadvantages he
says is increased security, cell searches and
petty harassment. The control unit which is his
new home is crawling with microphones,
closed circuit cameras and alarms — even
alarms built into the cell lights to deter
tampering — but whenever there 1s a storm it
all goes haywire.
John is still waiting for news from the appeal
court regarding the twelve years he was given

on a frame-up. Its béen seven months now and
he’s unsure whether this is a good sign, or just
a sign of bureaucratic backlog. If he loses, as
well as the time he’ll be landed with a big
attorney’s bill to keep 1t going.

In 1989 while John was in Lucasville, a
fellow prisoner, Jimmy Haynes, was killed by
twelve guards. One of the guards, Captain
Brown, was one of those who also beat John
and against whom he won a suit. Two weeks
ago a civil trial took place at which the jury
awarded Mrs Haynes, Jimmy’s mother, $1.22
million. A victory, though it doesn’t replace
the lost life.

John’s weight is coming back — he’s 1951bs
now. His new address is: John Perotti, Manci
# A167712, POB 1368, Mansfield, Ohio
44901, USA. Letters of support are much
appreciated as well as colourful cards to
brighten the isolation. John attempts to answer
all letters, although it might take a while.

Flett

Uri Geller silences the doubters

Uri Geller, who once convinced the
credulous that he could mangle cutlery
with his mind, now appears on television
magic shows among illusionists. I would have
written ‘among other illusionists’, but Geller
continues to insist that he is a genuine miracle
worker, and evidently intends to stop people
saying otherwise.

He has announced an intention to su€ his
most persistent disparager, the illusionist and
psychic investigator James Randi, “in every
state [of the USA] and in every country”.

The objective is not to win the cases —
though you never know with judges and juries
— but 10 ruin Randi financially. Geller has
made a fortune, out of which he can afford to
pay court costs on the cases he loses. Randi as
a defendant gains nothing from the cases he
wins, and must pay his own expenses. So far
two cases have been decided. Randi has won
them both, and is $155,000 (roughly
£100,000) out of pocket.

Two more cases are currently pending, one
in California and one in Japan. The California
case concerns Randi’s allegations 1n a

" newspaper interview that Geller had fooled

some scientists, and that his tricks are “the
same kind that used to be published on cereal
boxes when I was a kid”. Randi has no funds
left, but he is not going to surrender his “right
under the Constitution to say what I know to
be true”, so it looks as if he will be forced into
bankruptcy. (Anyone wishing to contribute to
his defence fund should contact Mike
Hutchinson, 10 Crescent View, Loughton,
Essex IG104PZ.)

If Geller wants to demonstrate convincingly
that he is not a fraud, all he needs to do is
perform one miracle which does not resemble
a conjuring trick. The campaign to bankrupt
Randi tells us nothing about whether Geller 1s
a fraud, but demonstrates convincingly that he
1s a shit.

DR

Role of the Kurdish Nationalist Parties
Most Kurdish nationalist leaders come
from very rich families. For example, Ta-
labani comes from a dynasty originally set
up by the British. His parents own luxury
hotels in Baghdad. During the Iran-Iraq
war, very few deserters joined the nation-
alists; the PUK received an amnesty from
the Iraqi state in return for repressing
deserters.

The Kurdish nationalist parties, like the
international bourgeoisie, recognise the
need for a strong Iraqi state to maintain
capital accumulation against a militant
working class. In the uprising, the
nationalists did their best to defend the
Iraqi state. They actively intervened to
prevent the destruction of police files and
state property, including military bases.
They were able to gain control and bring
to a halt the insurrection in Kurdistan
because of their organisation and greater
material resources. having long been
backed by Britain and the USA, the

Kurdish nationalist parties were able to
control the supply of both food and
information.

Johnny Yen

Five New
FREEDOM PRESS Titles

Freedom To Go: after the motor age by
Colin Ward, 112 pages, £3.50

Work, Language and Education in the
Industrial State by Michael Duane, 36 pages,
£1.00

A Structured Anarchism: an overview of

libertarian theory and practice by John
Griffin, 37 pages, £1.00

The State is Your Enemy: selections from
Freedom 1965-86, 270 pages, £5.00

Wildcat ABC of Bosses, cartoons by Donald
Rooum, 48 pages, £1.95

Please send cash with order to FREEDOM PRESS
(post free inland, add 20% abroad)

News from Northern
Ireland

ar logic rules! The recent round of
military activity is of such an
intensity and variety thatit is very difficult
to see a meaningful anarchist response.
Our society 1s so polarised by war logic that
a response that chastises one incident and
not another runs the risk of ‘side-taking’,
either with the ‘terrorists’ or with the
‘establishment’. The murder of Eddie
Fullerton, a Sinn Fein councillor in
Donegal, by a UFF group, possibly with
security force collusion, brought the
response from a fellow county councillor
that “if they had known him they would
never have killed him”. In this ingenuous
remark we have the very kernel of war
logic and that way in which it occludes all
considerations of the humanity of the war
victims. Military organisations such as the
IRA and the British army would have us
believe that war logic is the only logic
we’ve got. Thus the killing of UDR
soldiers at Glenane and the killing of IRA
soldiers at Coagh have a certain balance —
part of the deal when you get into a war
situation. We have also had the bombing of
housing estates and the killing of an
informer in Derry, again consistent with
the logic of war.

But the inconsistency of this idea of a
balanced war logic becomes evident when
you reflect on the row that has erupted over
the display by unarmed IRA men at a
funeral in Monaghan. This happened on
the day that 10,000 armed soldiers
marched through Washington in a victory
parade. In a neat way these two very
different military displays illustrate the
quip that ‘one person’s terrorist is another
person’s freedom fighter’ and begs the
general question ‘who is the real terrorist?’

So what can an anarchist in Ireland say 1n
the face of all this? The actions of the IRA
will not bring freedom. They are a direct
product of the brutal impact of the British
state, very clearly shown by the way in
which SAS personnel had shadowed the
Coagh victims and many other IRA
activists until such time as it became
politically useful to eliminate them cold
bloodedly. But under those circumstances
how do anarchists speak out against the
logic of war? How do anarchists align
themselves with processes that produce
freedom in Ireland when the logic of war
pervades everywhere?

he Industrial Development Board has

been under attack recently for its
strategies for encouraging inward
investment. Obair, an independent group
for the economic recovery of West Belfast,
charged the IDB with “political bigotry™!
A spokesperson for the group, university
lecturer Bill Roulston, said that the
decisions made about the siting of
technology parks and the improvement of
infrastructure were in effect decisions as to
where US companies in particular should
set up. Commenting on the report the
minister in charge of industrial
development produced his own brand of
war logic when he said that people who
made claims like the Obair group were no
more than fronts for the IRA and Sinn Fein.
What do you think he’d call anarchists who
condemn the whole process of touting for
inward investment!

ocal politics in Belfast hit an all-time

low recently when councillors
discussed banning people from the public
gallery — or at least being more strict on
who could come into meetings. Another
possibility being discussed 1s to surround
the chamber with plate glass. Democracy
at work! And at Derry City Council the
prospect of a DUP mayor in 1992 emerged
with the appointment of William Hay as
deputy mayor for this year. The SDLP will
be squirming at that prospect, especially as
1992 is earmarked as a big promo year for
Derry. Will the power-sharing
arrangement collapse and Derry City
Council become like Belfast City Council
— a farce 1n a glass case?

friend of mine, a photo-artist of some
renown, spoke to me recently of how
a lot of our problems in Ireland are
problems of words and their many-layered
meanings. He also spoke of out inability to
find words that fitand change our situation.
And then another friend, a man with
considerable experience of anarchist and
peace direct actions from LA to Mannheim
said that the name of the column shouldn’t
be ‘News from Northern Ireland’ as that
serves to affirm the status quo. Any
thoughts?
Dave Duggan




Professionalised incompetents

After Cleveland, Rochdale, Orkney,
Nottingham, Staffordshire and possibly other
cases pending in Scotland and Wales, it will
not have escaped the notice of readers that
social service departments in this country are
in some disarray.

The idea that social workers have become
accident prone through overwork and
underpay has been aired at every opportunity
by the ‘professionals’ involved. In April The
Socialist Worker bleated on that “social
workers face an impossible task” and called
upon the government to spend more funds on
childcare, welfare and “the training and
funding of social workers themselves”, not to
mention other calls for more state spending on
“housing and transport” with an implied
message that the state and its agencies should
replace the family.

This is not a new idea. Social services were
far more extensive in dictatorial Sparta, where
the family was all but abolished, than in
democratic Athens.

Clio in Freedom (1st June) also takes the
view that social workers are having a run of
bad luck, guilty only of the odd slip-up. My
feeling is that we are just seeing the tip of the
iceberg — not simply incompetence but
professionalised incompetence. That is an
idiocy built into the system of social service
expertise.

Last month in this column I questioned the
social worker establishments’ pursuit of a
proper professional status which would give
them an air of uneamed authority and shield

The Yuppie Party?

he Labour Party under Kinnock has been
anxious to portray itself as the model of
sobriety. The stage managed Labour Party
conferences with the yuppies in grey suits
along with the rest of the paraphernalia, are
enough to make you want to throw up. The
Labour Party has become the Yuppie Party
with its own brand of beautiful people.

These days, those within the Labour Party
who espouse notions about socialism and
working class politics are seen as carriers of
ideological baggage, rather eccentric, if not
acutely embarrassing. To this end, I never fail
to be amazed at the depths that the
power-secking professionals will stoop to in
their ultimate quest to taste the fruits of office.
However, in the case of one Tynesider,
namely Norman Laws, the Labour Party has
in my view reached a new nadir.

Norman is a 73 year old pensioner and a
life-long socialist. As a teenager, Norman was
active in the hunger marches during the 1930s,
and he 1s a Labour Party stalwart. Like many
people, Norman considers Thatcher’s poll tax
to be both iniquitous and unfair and he said he
wouldn’t pay a penny of it. After all, as
Norman might say, “they’d hung Dick Turpin
for less™.

The staunchly Labour controlled South
Tyneside Council took a dismal view of
Norman’s stubbornness and Norman was
eventually hauled before the beak after South
Tyneside Council instituted proceedings
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them from the criticism of riff-raff like myself.
Why should we trust a social worker who
purports to care for our children any more than
a cowboy brickie who comes to work on our
home?

Since I last wrote we have seen the
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